REVOLUTIONARY PUBLISHING IN RUSSIA

SIX years since the Soviet Union collapsed you would have thought that classic writings on the Hussian Hevolution by witne!
as Ciliga, Serge, Berkman, Goldman, Maximoff, Voline and Ruhle would have been published in Russian afortunatelv these wi
are still unavailable due to lack of money - Russia has suffered the worst economic cnsis in histon

It would be tragic if, 80 years since 1917, the Stalinist’ regima’s determination to wipe out the raal history of the revolution were |
successful into the next century. Consequently a journal 1s now being set up in Moscow to start publishing these and othet

contemporary, texts by, for example, Debord, Ticktin, Negn, Avrich, Bookchin, Gorz, Meszaros atc. The editonal board includes pe
from both Trotskyist and anafchist backgrounds who intend to publish a wide variety of matarnals on the basis that its up to the Ru

readership to decide between different political perspactives

Appeal from the Moscow working group for the publication of a journal of the history and theory of international socialism
To socialists, Marxists, anarchists and all who stand for social liberation

Comrades,

We ‘Jppcill (O YOu (O Support an initiative 1o publi.\'h .xjnumul. in Russian, devoted to problems of the history and theory of international socialism. Working in hields ol
study or 1n social movements in Russia, and shanng socialist convictions, we have come together in a working group which bases uself on the following:

|. The downfall of the pseudo-socialist bureaucratic regime opened the way for the formation of a socialist movement of working people in Russian and other count
former USSR. But such a movement has so far not come into being. The forces of anti-bureaucratic socialism are extremely weak and isolated. This can in larp

explained by the fact that people see no global alternative to the existing bourgeois-bureaucratic system Revolt
The future of socialism depends on the working-out of such an alternative.
2. Decades of totalitarian dictatorship, practice in the name of “socialism™ and “communism”, has deeply discredited the idea of social liberation. In mass consciou 14 I ' ADSL € - “
socialism is identified with authoritananism, bureaucratic hierarchy, belief in a great state power and totalitarian ideological control. The discrediting of socialism goe * g
today, when the revolting mutant of “red-brown™ ideology crawls onto the political stage under the banner of “Russian” or “national” communism. e 1 roat | . ) 1 . t{OnAary s : |
Soctalism wiil be rehabilitated in the eyes of the masses only by returning to its authentic libertarian and egalitarian meaning. r o We 1l . | & mMOCTY A - Al WOTI K&)
3. For decades the “iron curtain” prevented the penetration int» the USSR of the ideas of the non-Stalinist left, and their working out in practice. And as soon as the “Curtu ing] shop, A hoat | 1 tfect A\ ree)
fell, the vacuum began rapidly to be filled with theories and teachings of every reactionary tendency imaginable, from the Jehovah's Witnesses to the post-modemists  Th . , ,
. . . . g g gy - - \ i X - N pesl
ideas which remain practically unknown are those developed by the Western left from the 1920s to the 1990s. This situation is intolerable.
: : ; . : 1 ., ;'ﬁ % 1 ;- ! * :
The soctalist intellectual tradition in the countries of the former USSR, whose gradual rebirth began at the end of the 1980s, will attain real value only tf it 15 enri, |
the lessons and achievements of radical thought (n other countries and the experience of the internaticnal workers' movement. B Doy : . .
4. Stalinism not only cut off the present generation of Russian socialists frcm the course of development of intermational socialist thought, but also from the expene
accumulated in the past by socialists in Russia itself. Every tendency which fuit outside the boundanies of official state ideolosy either fell silent or suffered distortion to the p Wt, whille 1%t 1s Jmparan A Ara
of unrecognisability. Even today, therefore, the history of varnious ‘oviahst tendencies in Russia and in the Russian emigration, and their contnbution 1o the development o tice Oof a vndicalism movement v hoyg i . + ,
revolutionary and socialist theory, remain (o a great extent “terra incognia”
| t m DBl 14 11CG 1N Imore taan R .OX 1 e ' ‘
It 1s viral 1o appropridie ftor today the rich tradition (] Kussian socialism. t ho aynd { & { sm LC..: not : f | in $ > 1 i tua , " :
5. Revolutionary, emancipatory thought will be developed only by means of dialogue between vanous tendencies. Sectism and the psychology of “the ¢! n1444rm hilosophies Movement s ~mimted A | . )
1o a dead end. Discussion, comparison of different attitudes to the basic problems of socialism, study of the history of the arguments for and agan Wi v e o B e il oz ol ey e '
programme ... all this is a necessary precondition for the formation - not superficially but seriously - of a genuine <cientific left wing world view I Owh | Ll Various places, naer Qilil '
il : . : : : . . . £y 'S : — - /™ B ak 1™ "N m9 | ranT » B y ™ U ! " N YY" o
['o create the conditions for a dialogue, 1o provide for it a platform, is our aim todayv. : P ' e Mill1tal 1] ' o
. : - . . - . . . : ' ':J ' ! . ™ 4
We, adherents of free, anti-bureaucratic and international socialism, Marxists and anarchists of various tendencies who see the situation in the manner outhined ab A 1 = I |
formation of a united editonial collective of the proposed historical-theoretical journal, consisting of:
A.V.Gusev, doctor of history (Moscow State University); V.V.Damier, doctor of history (Institute of World History, Russian academy of scences), A A 11 | me n cne ) ! .
researcher at the Phoenix centre for the study of modem sociology and practical politics; lu.V.Guseva, translator and hbranan at the Victor Serge Free Public Library ! , . 28 st O3 f e { v A - ialis T s got fe
V.A Efstratov, research student (Institute of Economics, Russian Academy of Sciences). , neteal  d B e 4 , .
i " didllilielelies M Y =2 Lel new ove~
THE JOURNAL NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT? Our Address: Russia, | 13639 Moscow, Balaklavski prospekt 4.6, ) me 7 e : tf democracy 44 roct action & internationalicm
Fax: +7 095 292-6511. Mark fax clearly: "Box 5020 - STRUGGL | s Loman A k. S o L | R L Ah™ e Rk an i ar - 5
DONATIONS for this journal can be sent to: Escape c/o PO Box 2474, London N8 OHW. (Cheques payable to the ‘Haringey Solidarity In the USA t) " yme about as workere re ted divi e crafi
Group’). E-mail: escape6 @hotmail.com. unionism. AD 5 the' B e hav 9 - FG b - 4 B R R
FOR INFORMATION ABOUT FUTURE MEETINGS / PUBLICATIONS send your e-mail or address to Escape. TRILY LN ' i Qllilering I0r] ! ‘ Joas Bt
F ' Né o " N F "“r1r.a7 y na7 F e 10N ° ' - Feasom - 31 )
e i ; i : : : | | . A d gL LUEY Uidd, < ' eel Lle ‘ ]
ESCAPE LEFT LINKS WEBSITE with links to the Russian publishing project, Radical Chains, Aufheben and other left publications from R I TR Rade e SUDEC &
autonomist to Trotskyist: http://www.hrc.wmin.ac.uk/guest/radical/LINKS.HTM (If you cannot find it here put “Radical Chains” in a search v A
engine. | ,

g ) Here in Britain, before the Syndicalist Upsul e DI 190Y-1913, thers
INTERNATIONAL SOCIALIST FORUM meetings, 2pm, first Sunday of each month, Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, Holbom were at least six rival factione seeing themselves as the equivalent of
London, e.g. February 1st: ‘The theses on Feuerbach’, March 1st: Cliff Slaughter on ‘What is a Marxist programme ' the CGT or IWV; but when the idea of syndicalism caught on., the clas

: -, " i1id not TuUrnn r O ! » o C mat i ' 4 . M"Mo! F MBS M) ¢ 2 :
CAPITAL & CLASS MEETINGS, 7.30pm, Lucas arms, 245 Grays Inn Rd., Kings X tube. Feb.17: ‘The internet. actually o \1QG I T ? [ these, Dut Dullt, through the shop stewards
: e 2 : . 2 : : : : : ' . ‘ v | - s v 41 - % Y™ M » | \ ! ; . g £ sy : o . Lo s . A 4 . . 2 e
communism!, March 17: Zapatistas, April 21: ‘Commodifying the body’, May 19: Private finance initiative, June 16 Basic Income movenent, ‘thl 2 | Lyde vorkers' Councils & South Vales Miners' comm
lttees, a new rank & file !iaison movement that was the British

CRITIQUE CONFERENCE on 150 years of the Communist Manifesto, May 22-3, Glasgow University
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WOMEN AGAINST PIT CLOSURES CAMP TO WOMENWITH HILL WOMEN'S PEACE CAMP

——

My first experience of women's non-violent djrect action came with the "Women Against
Pit Closures" camps, which were formed in 1992,

Living in Doncaster, I wanted to be part of this struggle against the destruction of
action, feminist movements, anti-militarist or anti-colomnialist, exper- the mining industry - at the time it wasn't important to me wather the protests were
faante in Frea schooling. It would be hard to say whether Lhe dandinal - w:zin-—cl)glyhor r:gxed - I knew very little abc?ut women-only @ctions., I'd been a naive 10
ist movements can only grow in the context of these other movements or - O e ureenham Common proteat first began -~ growing mp,.I supported mclear

disarmament, Ibecame an active socialist - I a d with the ob ;
whether syndicalist upsurges automatically spark off other f " rad- ! - SLOSG Wa e objectives of many all-
ical action. §TR e o -Ghnallihe women protest groups, but I never really understood why men were excluded.

My time at Markham Main Pit camp was a political revelation. Women in the mining
communities, the-bastions of patriarchal values, were making a stand.Women who had never

Political (anarchist or libertarian Marxist) activists can create worked, who had never involved themselves in politics, were suddenly working together
syndicalist propagandist groups, but a viable syndicalist movement can and making decisions about political actions.
only be created when a significant sector of the (non-political) organ- ' I got involved in the camp from day one and was amazed at the force of all these
- 1zed working class demands more effective organization & action. There- women working together. Vhrough the camp I met some ex-Greenham women, notably Helen,
fore "Revolt” makes no claim to be the nucleus of the future syndicalist and spent many long nights talking and learning about women-only protests, about things

they had acdeved without resorting to aggresion. At the same time as I was beginning to
understand the importance of these values, I became more uncomfortable with the camp
around me. The women were working together, but always needing the permission and
acceptance of their:men....Men would come to the camp at night to "check if we were
O.K.", not realising that their actions were patronising, that their presence was
threatening, and that they were encroaching and trying to control something that wasn't
theirs. They resented that the women didn't need them, didn't understand why we weren't
using fists, or hurling bricks, to get what we wanted. The men lost sight of the issue
we were struggling for and became fixated on the fact that we were doing it without
men, The collectivity of the women crumbled, the group split off, and the camp collapsed.
I saw what happened when the boundaries of the camp's objectives were not properly
defined and it became a mixed space. ;

#nen I came up to Womenwith Hill camp for the first time in 1994, I was very clear
about why I wanted to be a part of a women-only campaign. I understood the changes
that could be forced, and the publicity that coulu be created, by disruptive actions.
I1'd seen that the dynamics of a group changed when men were present - that the men
were comfortable with aggression, even violence - that women were less likely to assert
thelr own views with men around - that men assumed that they would lead the group -
that men couldn't work collectively in the way that women can. I wanted to be part of
a space where decisions were made together - where women were comfortable to speak -
where I could feel relaxed to be myself - where I could network with other women about
other women's campaigns - where I could be part of a powerful group of women working
together.

5 years on, I understand more about the campaign here at Menwith Hill - I am much
clearer about the importance of this protest - I am much angrier about what goes on
at the base and what the bigger picture is - it's about the sickening amounts of money
that are sunk into boys' wargames and power schemes at the expense of women and child-
ren worldwide - it's about men controlling the organisations keeping women down and
continually disempowering them - ittg apout men worldwide making decisions that will

keep them in power - it'g gbout patriarcnal plundering and raping of the earth.

mass movement; & to this extent is differentiated from other syndical-

ists. Such movement  can odly happen when the working class decides not
the odd propagandist.
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This is a mock-up of a proposed paper; initially suggested two years
ago in Syndicalist Bulletin, it would be tedious to explain the way that ' X
the initial impetus was dissipated by prevarication & stupid secrecy, &
how much of the support for a new paper which then existed has now been
lost; if - despite the delays - a paper is launched the production &
editting of the new paper, will no doubt circulate.

This issue is produced by/for Vrekin Syndicalists, in association
with Georgina Smith (Ardnamurchan, Argyll.) Vrekin Syndicalisis make no
apology for the fact that the contents of the paper are by no means
confined to industrial issues; as said in the editorial we believe that:
a mass revolutionary industrial unionist movement can only come into
existence when the class wants it, & in today’'s world workers only take-
on a revolutionary syndicalist position when they have already become
aware of other evils in society.
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LETTERS

HULL TRADES COUNCIL
AND THE SHOWER IN
POWER |

Dear TU News,

New Laboiir are T ha(;fher&'revenge on Major. The
return of red in tooth and claw capitalism, benefit

- cutting, strike brgdking,"arm selling, snouts in the .

trough government, inheritors of Maggies mantle.

The poor, the disabled, trade unionists - these are
the “untermensch” in Blairs brave new Britain.

i Whilst the goyvernment have spent £7.4 million since

the election on “hospitality”, they are stealing £6
per week from working class mothers. A cut designed
to save £5 million and the disabled are next!

So what if 47 MP's voted against these cuts, their
action is token .... utter impotence. Benefits can only

.+ - be defended by theé united action of claimants and =
" ‘ffade unionists, that’s millions of people like you and

- l'
e

 Hidl TradexCouﬁc’?fﬁ'*w the lowest ebb 1've ever

A
-

I. Direct action beat the poll tax-and it could beat
back this gaihering offensive against the poor of this
country.

-
R CGER

seen it. Small meetings and blank faceswhen
delegates are asked to do something, drifting without
purpose. 1 believe that we can work our way out of

«. this malaise but we must have an unambiguous

position towards this govérfiment of guzzling
millioriaires and welfare butchers. - ik

., In the past we have sometimes.invited Labour

o<, gt gt A AT SO b e SRR L TR
e politicians to'talk-at'our meetings;.a sport for clever

delégates to ambush {hem; ‘a 6th form debating
society for adults. We wouldn't invite Tory MP's or
employers for such tete a tete, so why do we invite
government representatives. To invite a man like
Prescott who daily pisses on the Liverpool dockers
or Alan Johnson who voted for the punishment of
single mothers is to imply that somehow that these
self-seekers are somehow in the same movement as
us. They arenot. . PR '

We believe in‘solidarity;direct action, -
internationalism - they believe in nothing but their
bank balances (Prescott.in defending the Paymaster
Generals tax scams admitted to having accepted very
useful financial advice from him).

#

&

1 believe that trade unions should be independent .of
the state I also believe that our trades council will

only start to benefit from an influx of activists when
we make opposition clear to the shower in power.

In 1998, we need to campaign against benefit cuts,

pit closures, deportation of asylum seekers, for
Magnet workers and the Liverpool Dockers. All of

- these campaigns will be in direct opposition to the

Labour government. We need to fight for the repeal
of the Labour Party anti-Trade. Union laws and we -

should support moves. by trade unionists opting out

of the political levy, substituting payment into a-
solidarity fund instead. Ditto unions paying.on a
national level into Labour Party coffers, an abusive
relationship like a whore paying her pimp who in
return splits her lip.

Setting our agenda, making personal contacts with
stewards and non-attending delegates, campaigning
hard against “Welfare to Work” and for strike
support - this is how to revive the Trades Council.
It’s not the work of the secretary or the executive
committee, it is our collective labour. The Trades

Council can be as strong and as independent as you
want it to be. |

Guy Cheverton.

The views expressed in TU News are the views of the
authors named and do not necessarily state the views of
the Hull and District Trades Union Council.

DAVID MUDGE

By lan Holmes

1 As many TU News readers will already know

David Mudge died in November last year. Dave
was best known as the Director of Artlink
Exchange, Princes Avenue. His love and
enthusiasm for the arts have inspired many

local people to live their dreams.

| David also was one of seven delegates from

Hull who attended the Euromarch
demonstration in Amsterdam in June last year. .
On behalf of Hull and District TUC and the
delegates who shared the trip to Amsterdam |
would like to send our belated condolences to
David’'s family and friends.

JAMES D YOUNG

N Hogmanay 1997 [ was
admitted to a major hospi-
tal in central Scotland with
fluid on the lungs. artenal
‘ibriliation. and heart-vaive and other
heart problems. For the first time in my
adult life. [ have been forced to muster
moral courage - the moral courage [0
write this article about my expenences
in the hospital. And since [ cannot risk
any further upset Or Sress. there 1s ;he
nagging worry of unwittingly upsetting
my immediate tamuly. |
However. as [ reflect on my expen-
ences in that nospital. my memory

. keeps coming back to the lines ot Bob

Dvlan's song Blowin' in the Wind.
where he asks the cnucal question:
“How many umes can a man wum t’l‘lS
head. pretending he just cannot see’
Despite — or rather because of — my
sarticular Christian working class back-

4 . A :‘ S ’ r "
T .-/ ‘ e oy
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Revolutionary

Socialist Net'work_

—— G C— 4 .
———

intolerance

sround. | vas shocked and appalled t©
hear voung patients “t===ing and
cx==ing” at doctors. Yet. tn spite my own
socialist puntanism, [ am no saint and in
private { am capable of using naughty
words. But then one evening in eartv Jan-
uary a group of a dozen men expressed
the most disgusting racist remarks.
When a voung and visibly Afncan
doctor 2ntered the front door. from the
other end of the ward. one of the most
prejudiced of those men shouted: “Here
comes the ape from the trees.” This pro-
duced gales of laughter. Though unwell.
[ made careful notes of what was said.
But much worse was to come during the
next. verv disillusioning. half-hour.

A voung Indian pauent was admutted
n severe pain and. [ think, tn some ni-
tial confusion. Some ot the bigots.
whose ages ranged from the elderly to
the not so elderly. shouted that “black
bastards”” should not be allowed nto
beds in a white hospital. The I[ndian
patient was trightened. And. for the turst
tume in a long time. [ did not know what
to do. Despite a lifeume of activity n the
[Labour movement, [ did not know how

to respond until [ asked myself: “What -

would my Chnstian-socialist mother
have done in such circumstances?”

Though [ was hooked up to some ot
the new technology on wheels. | went
t0 talk to the Indian, who was being 1s0-

with the best of the older men. 3v then
the worst of the bigoted racist elements
had been discharged: and [ began 0
sleep more soundly. [ had forgotten that
life 1s sweet.

[n the old days — when [ was rather
romanticallv convinced that socialism
was around the cornmer and betore I
realised that “socialists” had, i the
words of the late E P Thompson. been
murdering each other since the 1920s
— [ would have tried to give them a
rutorial on the origins of racism. (How
[ have always hated all the lett’s “polit-
ically correct’” nonsense.) However,
though some of the really hard-left ele-
ments will not understand this, in the

unknown Scotland of 1998 such an
approach would be self-indulgent. So |
said to a fellow patient in the next bed
that the [ndian pauent was a frightenea
man, and that we all. including il
“Jock Tamson’s bairns”. hide our tear
in different ways.

~ By contrast, an “educated” man who
sat with those cracking the racist jokes
joined in the general laughter at the
expense of “the blacks”. When [ chal-
lenged him in the washroom next
morning, and told him that { did not
expect an “educated” man (o engage in
such behaviour. he told me that “some
ot those men are verv ill and need 10
find relief for their frustrations™.

NEXT CONFERENCE: EXETER, 9TH & 10TH MAY 1998

The venue for the May conference is ¢
Twa suggestions for topics to discuss

from the Labour Pc';rty : possibiy a debate
Individual Revolutionary Practice

25y

-

‘lated bv the spinwally as well as phys.
icailv sick rac:st bigots. i spoke to hun
and. when mv wife came n at the vis
wting hour next dav and [ told her wha
was happening she also spoke to him.

OWEVER. the older Scotlan
H has not entirely disappearec

and. though people can sur
vive without social justice. they cannc
survive witheut hope. [ told the India
patient that he would ne2d to muster Nl
courage by speaking to the older work
ing men. Bv the time he was‘dns
charged. with noufication of 2
1mp;ﬁdh&operation. he was popula

‘Lhen. -when [ pushed him. further. he
said that “world tascism is the wave of
the future, and we have to "go with the
tlow’ betore a more civilised world order
emerges”. [ med o convince him that
racist prejudice will not disappear unless
we fight it now bv defending civilised
values and democratic education against
racism. but he was unconvinced.

My mouve 1n writing this article 1s to
make health boards in Scotland more
aware of what i1s happening in some
wards 1n at least one major hosp-
wal. Furthermore, though the nurses
behaved in an exemplarv way, it
seems (0 me that the need for tutonals
or lectures on how to combat racism bv

protecting the already weak. the truly
sick. and vulnerable “underdogs” -
irrespective  of whether they are
Catholics, Protestants, or agnostics.
whites or blacks - is an urgent one.

onfirmed as a return to Exeter on the dates above
were made:

The New ! abaur aovernment narficularly, the possibilitv of 3 left solif

More suggestions would be welcome. for the 3 i
- » genda to be finalised at the -Steer;
meeting on 7th March. Ideally suggestions should be i s

word§ max.) for publication in the pre-conference new
meeting send suggestions to me (address below).

g-Group-
n the form of a short summary (500
sletter. If you can't get to the

‘HERESY’ (formerly RSN NEws)

There will be two issues of the newsletter before the M
a pre-conference edition in April.

The Deadline for material for the Februa
max.) reports of local stru

Send to: RSN, c/o 180 M
SUBSCRIPTIONS:® are £33,

ay conference, one in February and

ary Issue is 17th January. Articles (1,000 words
ggles and activities, reviews. letters, cartoons, etc. are welcome.

ansfield Road, NOTTINGHAM, NG1 3HH
cheques, payable to ‘RSN’ (To above address)

FUTURE MEETINGS:
Conferences:

SNaTONMEY1988............................. .....venue: Exeter

WARGTTIECE 1880, Venue to be agreed at May Cqnference :
Steering Group: (Saturdays) :

24th January 1998

20th June 1998

T

/7th March 1998
1st August 1998

4th April 1998
12th Seotember 1QaR



HULL CINEMA'S STRIKE, 1938

By Guy Cheverton
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e Hull Cinema Projectionists, June 1938

Just look at this picket line, Laurel and Hardy, Charlie
Chaplin and Adolf Hitler! In 1992 the Middlebrook
Mushrooms strikers demonstrated outside of Booker
PLC’s London headquarters in crinolines, pointing up the
Victorian nature of the employers. This photo from the
Hull Cinema Projectionists strike in 1938, shows the
workers keeping their spirits up during their 8% month
dispute.

On April 14th 1938, the Electrical Trade Unions (ETU)
Cinema Projectionists struck against the Cinema
Employcrs Association (CEA) for a cut in working hours
fmd union recognition. The ETU struck against the CEA
in London, Manchester and Hull. Victories were swift in
L9ndon and Manchester. The management of two Hull
Cinema’s - the Tower and the Regent also swiftly gave in

to the ETU’s demands but Hull Cinema employers
refused to negotiate.

Projectionists worked in terrible conditions, 70 hour
?vccks and a weekly wage of 35 shillings. They laboured
in booths which were 9 feet by 14 feet. These booths
Contained the projector and slide lanterns which generated
incredible heat. Eye strain was endemic.

Once London and Manchester projectionists had returned
to v.vork, the Hull Cinema employers sacked the ETU
pro‘!ecu:onists. The struggle was on in earnest with scab
projectionists being recruited. The locked-out men
appealed to the Hull Trades Council who urged a policy of
a consumer boycott in the cinemas. Thousands of leaflets
were given out and every Saturday evening a
dcmqnstration marched from cinema to cinema urging
workl.ng class people to boycott the cinema’s. “ Have you
got a job? Blacklegs have ours? Have you a conscience? If
so does your sacrifice of two hours entertainment compare
with that of ours?” Read one leaflet.

The Cinema bosses combated the boycott with free ticket

offers. The Ministry of Labour, local clergy and the
Trades C?uncil offered arbitration. The Hull CEA were
adamant in their rejection of concilia}ion.
R SR < OB PENC P . ..

Despite the pickets, Trades Council weekly demo’s and
alicmpts to gain national support (B. Woodmansey, the
strikers secretary, a young man who only joined the ETU
5 months before the dispute took part in a trade union
Pageant with other strikers in Sheffield on a lorry made

up as a cinemal) the boycott and strike was starting to
wane. -

ByDe.cemberI{lstallbut 17 of the strikers had found
othcr. Jobs. On that day they agreed to give up the dispute.
Hun}n 1938 was in many ways a million miles away from
the city of today. A Trades Council with 35,000 affiliates
not the current 6,000 active in the support of unemployed
struggles, supporting 60 sailors from republican Spain
who were stranded in Hull and funding a home for
Basque orphans in Sutton. The ETU dispute (which the
T&G scnbbcd.on thoughout) failed. But it did not find the
Ttadc;s ?ounal lacking in its response. A lost chapter in
our city s union history which deserves remembrance.

ACTION AGAINST INJUSTICE

Fighting corruption in the police and legal system

We demand:

Release all political prisoners
Review the cases of the M25 prisoners, Winston

Silcott, Oliver Campbell, Clare Barstow, Sue May,
Satpal Ram, Gary Mills, Tony Mills and 100°s more

Prosccute crimes conmutied by 1l Pobice and the
PEINOI SCIVICY

Overhaul the justice sy stem

Over 1,000 cases of corruption sent to the Criminal

Cases Review Commission, but onl
y one of these sent
to the Appeal Court

Fhe whole svstem s HNjust

The rich are under-policed and over-protected

Jail is more likely from a £1,00 bank robbe than
£5 million City fraud ks 5

We need:

Democratic reviews of cases open to public
scrutiny

* Police and Crown Prosecittion Service accountable
to and controlled by elected representative bodies

* Anend to the police investigating themselves

For more information contact:*Action Against
Injustice, PO Box 858, London E9 5HU.
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Transcending the Bullshit
- an unusual case of class honesty.
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back to a massive Miners’ demo in the summer of 1984. I can recollect vividly my rampant jealousy as the

T he combative, controversial Class War (CW) organisation is no more. My earliesthiemory of the group goes

cheeky Cockney, CW paper seller, exhorted us to buy with the sales pitch, “it’s a great little read!” And,
would you believe it, so it was! The miners loved its down-to-earth contempt for the tortuous ruminations of so
much of the Left and for its blunt emphasis on the need for class violence. It- was unlike any Left-Wing rag I'd ever
left as a sop to my conscience in a doctor’s waiting room to bé read perchance by some “flu-ridden member of the
working-class. To my deep envy, Class War was likely to be read and argued over by folk in the local pub. At the
time, though, as I went through my last flirtation with the Trotskyist movement, I supp;gs_s‘gd my respect and
smirked. unconvincingly at CW’s ‘machismo’ and anti-theoreticism. oty

Over the last decade and more CW
has continued to be a significant,
alternative feature on the landscape
of the Left, assuming an influence
out of all proportion to its limited
numbers, emphasising its
commitment to explicit and often
violent class struggle and its goal of
alienating “the middle-class and
mainly pacifist left”. But as crisis has
swept in the Nineties through the
ranks of ‘socialism’, ‘communism’
and ‘anarchism’, CW has charted
new territory by coming to the
conclusion that “we have gone as far
as wecan, the time has come to try
something new”. Their Open Letter
to Revolutionaries, which is the
centrepiece of the final 1997 (issue
73) edition of the paper is inspiring
by virtue of its unusual honesty;, its
painstaking -self-criticism and its
notion of a living “process” in the
quest to regroup the revolutionary
movement.

The content and style of the Open
Letter (OL) must by welcomed by
the Revolutionary - Socialist
Movement, its motif resonating with
much of our own heretical

discussion.

* Central of the OL is a heartfelt
exploration of what is meant by
“class” with at least a partial
recognition R SN
‘essentialism’, whereby being
working-class is ‘good’, being
middle-class is “crap” without

~ sufficient account of the internal
and shifting complexity of class
relations.

*- Agenuine effort is made to open -
up afresh the debate around -

gender and race within the
thinking of the revolutionary
movement and the practical
implications of involving
seriously women and black
people. Given this context,
inevitably, CW 1is forced to
engage with the dilemmas of its
‘macho’” image and the
composition of its membership.
The same problem haunts the

limited life of the RSN.

* The OL speaks to the issue of
developing a serious intellectual
analysis of ‘what’s going on?’,
which is accessible and inclusive
rather than elitist and exclusive.

* The question is chased of how to
organise from a libertarian
perspective a relationship with
working people, which is
vibrant, creative and which
listens to and learns from their
‘lived’ experience, which delves
further into the problematic of
‘leaders’ and ‘followers’.

* Crucially the ex-CW comrades
emphasise their desire to be
involved in -a regroupment of
libertarian, anti-capitalist forces,
which is heretical,: challenging,
controversial, amusing, practical
and ridden with the right to be
wrong as well as correct. -

o

In essence, it seems to me, the RSN
can but..welcome warmly the

- overturédimade in the:Open Letter

and congtir with CW's proposal that
the present situation is deeply
contradictory. Yes, the class struggle
is at a low ebb, but, with the clearing
away of the debris of Stalinism and
Leninism, with the end (?) of
illusions in ‘New Labour’, the
opportunities are, at least, in abstract
more promising than for many a
decade. With this in mind we look
forward to the series of conferences
proposed. Our latest information is
that a gathering of a different kind
is mooted for May 1998 in Bradford.
I would urge all our RSN readers to
make being there a priority. In the
meantime get hold of a copy of
CW'’s epilogue and find out more by
ringing the Hotline on 0117 907 3667
or by writing to the National
Secretary at PO Box 3241, Saltley,
Birmingham B8 3DP.

In my humble opinioﬁ CW's parting
shot poses so many of the necessary
questions we all need to face
together. I'm looking forward to
some serious critical chatting. To
borrow ‘a phrase from CW's
inimitably vocabulary, the final
edition of ‘'CLASS WAR' is ‘shit-hot".
Let the dialogue begin.

Tony Taylor.
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By Ray Duffill, a victim of Pro;ect Work

.4 ~
-

e o T

Imagine the j joy amongst the unémplciyed on”
May 1st: A Labour Govérnment would mean an
end to the systematic harassment of beneflt
claimants - and the creation of new, worthwhile
jobs. Any relief was short-lived. The Tory
created Project Work scheme; piloted in Huill,
would continue. More than that, it would be
extended!

| attended Project Work Induction with Q-MAT
In November. This is my diary of events:-

Monday Morning 8.50: | arrive for my 9.00 am
appointment. | walk into the waiting rocm. One
person is already waiting. | ask at the counter
about my appointment. “Just wait” | am told by
an impatient office worker.

The small waiting room is a grotty affair. Blank
walls stare coldly back. No posters, nothlng on
the walls to stimulate interest.

By 9.10 the waiting room is full with 14 people.
Most lean against the walls, there are not
enough chalrs

. & |
'Nm . -c ; c -U.- +t ‘__'bo— m -C
B PR E 927, ECIS. a0 o
LM W c EQG Y 5800w =S=
hhem SBime= b @ o Ve > aCigE T, ©
tnaisie'S 9 30" B A8 TGESE
> ‘;ﬂ“ - o L = C -:_>~ N O e u_(U
RTINS B 0 2 O © 'S e 0. &0
o R S R IRtk i T it
et gmﬂ. c O S £ O by VN Sims 8 o

‘ R Cam L MNIO) . M= Q) c o= ¢
e B S e VN 0> ®eC .
. Sy L@ EFO:Qw g 33X T : mbTIY b0
Pigm T Tgm B0 0 O 5 BT e SiU08 L T
‘® £ L oEgEGTN=6E
fapeii.. @8 8. 2. " -E 9. 5 gS 30
— (O n Fe) ) - % s
i@ BiE SO0 LolgE g 2Oy
‘;’wgﬂ?ﬁ}-: s ol —gFo s = c” ©
A @8 g g 8 O SO0 >S9

0 e S8 s c 3T VoL 8.2 .0
3 ' "" © ww O - 0 - a C M- - O > @
o e M s ft s vTXxXx VNLC -, O= "L
¢~;¢ﬁ-. - O = o 0.8 G 20 > o bo .
¢ X '.,' ° g m w o EL.Q-’B C :\'ﬁ
° .c et : Comm @ w—
L34 c 0 S S OV S EROT 0.3 =k

_ (Cont on Page 2)

lly goes with

‘baggage that usua

ics’. There’ll be no ‘speakers’, no

form’, no-‘party line’ and no hidden

- -su‘ob-\a A“-&.‘. L

NEW lABﬂlllI F(IIIBEII LABOUR?

AMNESTY
INTERNATIONAL

| Thousands of people around the world are in
prison for their political beliefs. Many have
neither used nor advocated violence. Often their
only “crime” is membership of a trade union.

or a friend of a member of a-banned political
group.

Amnesty International works for the release of
prisoners of conscience, fair trials for political
prisoners, an end to the death penalty, torture
and other cruel treatment and to stop extra-
judicial executions and “disappearances”.

Amnesty International is independent of all
governments and political ideologies. If you are
interested in supporting Al or would like any
other information please contact the Hull
Amnesty Group on 586097.

Others:are imprisoned because they are a relative
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The Thatcher aftermath
Jean—-Francols

WVhite collar crime is at an all time high, - particularly computer crime,
even more particularly computer-management crime, — it takes untold millions
from the economy. But it is not management crime of which one hears every
day, it is the constant suggestion that the undeserving poor are getting more
from social services than they deserve. No matter that official report after
official report shows that in fact something over 20% of deserved beneiits are
constantly unclaimed.

There was no doubt some of this prejudice in days before Thatcher; but never
to the same vitriolic extent. Ever since she decreed that greed (in the richl
was a good thing keeping industry going, & that compassion & sense oI commun-

ity, were corrupting, everything has gone. # It is not just in parliament that
corruption has been rife. : '

But the aftermath is real, though the eighteen years of Tory rule, were
resisted by the heroic miners' struggle, & the more recent - but forlorn -
Liverpool dockers’ one; (albeit both struggles marred by stalinism;) though
there has been fairly constant within the Post Office, we have-.-reached the
point where the most characteristic struggles are ones by marginal groups of
workers, (frequently ethnic minorities,) struggling for union recognition,

often having to cope with more or less racist (frequently also sexist) union
bureaucrat indifference.

Thatcher has been described, (& in her Oxford days described herself,) as a
Cl9th Liberal. But the 19th Century Liberals were the representatives of
industrial manufacturing industry, - exploiting capitalists certainly - but

~ever pushing for advance. Thatcher presided over the destruction of Britain’'s

classical industrial base.. Certainly new computerised industry replaced it in
part, though service industries have long out-stripped manufacturing.

It makes it a difficult situation for seeing syndicalism working; the com-
puter work systems lend themselves open more to fraud or sabotage, than to in-
citing class organization. It is why a very large proportion <(even more than
in the Sixties - when if the AFB & SF are to be believed - British anarchism
was supposedly hi-jacked by the peace movement) - of lertist direct actiom
these days is outside industry, on peace or green issues, animal rights, & so

forth; even where struggles are purely economic they tend to be the rights ot
the unemployed, single-parents or the disabled. A

But there is a new employed class, it now lacks social consciousness & any
real sense of militancy; but it would be a mistake to assume that this will
always be the case. OSyndicalism has always arisen in the past when new waves
of militancy reach the working class, organizing previously unorganiZed sect-
ors of it; given the widespread use of direct action & libertarian organizat-
ion in other fields, given also that European Stalinism has collapsed & Labour
has finally openly aligned itself as capitalist; there is a new movement in
preparation. Our task is to insist that capitalism is - in the long term -
only vulnerable at the point of production, & that syndicalism is:the one form
of industrial organization consistent with the aspirations, methods & organiz-

ation of the wider DA movement. We now agitate & propagate our ideas, but the
creation of a mass syndicalist movement will sweep us & others aside.

\

¢ Not mind you that she was always totally logical about this, when in her
last year at Oxford, she found herself unable to do her degree thesis, she:

told the younger brother of a contemporary that she was contemplating suicide, .
in order to persuade him'to do it for her.



Dlspatch fromiraq

A weapon of mass destructlon

@ Milan Rai
Baghdad, 19 February

President Clinton and Prime
Minister Blair say they want to
eliminate weapons of mass
destruction from Iraq. Our small
group of 8 peace activists from
the USA and Britain has, during
the past week, found plenty of
evidence of the uce of such a
weapon. in the hospitals of
Baghdad, Fallujah and Basra,
we have seen the tiny victims of
economic sanctions.

Yesterday, on our second visit

to the Al-Mansour Teaching Hospi--

tal, a two-and-a-half month old
baby died in front of our eyes. Dr
Qusay, the consuitant paediatri- -
cian showing us around the ward,
a gentle and humane man, helped
to revive the child, but told us that
she was now merely gasping her
way through her last hours of life.
She, like hundreds of thousands
of other Iraqgi children, has been
denied the medicine she needs
by UN sanctions.

| am amazed at the emphasis
ordinary people here place on
sanctions rather than on the
imminent threat of bombing. A
few days ago, we visited Fallujah,
15km west of Baghdad, where, in
1991, a British RAF bomb aimed
at Fallujah bridge fell instead on

the crowded market place, killing

over 100 people. There is no such
thing as a precision war.

“The cost of war

Though they fear the effects of
bombing on themselves and their
families, the Iraqi people we have
met have stressed that what they
want most in the world is the lift-
ing of sanctions. They cannot
import enough medicines, or have
clean drinking water, or repair
their sewage and sanitation sys-

tems, or even buy enough food to
—

“It’s one thing to
know that over
567,000 children
have diedasa
result of sanctions.
It’s another to try
tc comfort a sob-
bing woman as
her baby gasps its
last breath on a
hospital bed.”

feed the population, unless eco-
nomic sanctions are lifted. A nine-
year-old girl told members of our
group she would rather die of
bombing than of sanctions.

It's one thing to know that over
567,000 children have died as a
result of sanctions (UN Food and
Agricuttural Organisation esti-
mate, December 1995). It's
another to try to comfort a sob-
bing woman as her baby gasps

welbsetablaze by his own retreating army

its last breath on a hospital bed.

it's one thing to know that over
900,000 Iraqi children are severely
malnourished (UNICEF estimate,
November 1997). It's another to
hold a wasted, shrunken baby in
your arms and to look into its old
man's face.

it's one thing to know that
medicines are desperately needed
here. It's another to be faced by
doctors almost in tears as they
describe their inability to treat the
simplest conditions.

Sanctions against lraq are a
crime. These children have rights
which the US and Britain have
consistently and deliberately vio-
lated over the last seven years.
They have the right to life, the right
to adequate nutrition, the right to
medical treatment, the right to
clean drinking water, the right to
enjoy the benefits that were pro-
vided freely before the devastation
of the Gulf slaughter in 1991, anc
before the sanctions. The sanctions
being levied against Iraq are a
weapon of mass destruction. More
inspectors are needed. Elimination
of this weapon is urgently required.
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ARROW, 162 Holloway Road,
London N7 8DQ, Britain (+44 171
607 2302; fax 700 2357).
Campaign Against Sanctions on
Iraq, ¢/o Sebastian Wills, Clare
College, Cambridge CB2 1TL,
Britain (+44 1223 509974, emad
saw27@cam.ac.uk).
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NEW LABOUR, FORCED LABOUR? (Cont from P.1)

There is no welcome - or even acknowledgement
that we exist - ° om behind the counter. There is a
sudden flurry of activity in the office as a worker
arrives late. There is excited banter and chat
about the weekends activities. In the waiting room
there is just a sullen, resentful silence.

‘At 9.15 a head pops around the doorway and asks

us to follow. We are lead into another room.
Induction starts in eamest a few minutes later.
First surprise is the hand-written time-sheet on the
wall. Induction is over 3 days! Most people were
under the impression that they were coming for an
interviews or appointment. “Do we get meals?
I've no money” somebody asks. “No” is the abrupt
answer from the Induction Tutor.

“Lets start with whinge time ...” the Tutor smirks

“ ..You don't want to be here, | don’t want to be:
here. But lets make the bestof it. It's only 13
weeks|” “Whinge time”: This actually continues
throughout the whole of the 3 days. The Tutors (2
of them now as a reinforcement is brought in) try
to answer questions about benefit cuts.

“Benefit is not a right anymore - there will be no
fifth option!®. She is obviously a New Labour
supporterl “We find that on average one third of
each Induction Group don't want to work. Project
Work is designed to weed these people out.”
Unemployment is the fault of the unemployed.

This underlying philosophy runs through everything
during the 3 days of Induction. ,
Coffee break: Each person is given a token to put
into a Klix machine. You are allowed 3 tokens a
day. They are doled out just prior to each break.
We are not trusted to hold all 3 tokens in advance.
Obviously, illegal trading in tokens must be a
major fearl

A Tutor apologises for the state of the tea room. "It

was quite nice 18 months ago - but its been
smashed up by people who bear grudges.” Other
“grudges” - we are informed - include sinks being
pulled off walls, toilets being blocked, shit being
put on telephones and in drawers - and Tutors
lives being threatened! The Tutors are quite nice
people really - just obeying orders and collecting
their silver at the end of the week.

We are told which rooms are out of bounds. Staff
Room. Admin. Office - and JOB CLUB! JOB
CLUB is out of bounds? Why? “JOB CLUB
facilities are only available for “structured” job .
search.” A weekly 3 hour job seeking session
would invoived sending out many copies of your

CV and a speculative letter to addresses in Yellow
Pages.

Could we use the computer facilities to type our
letters? "No. You write, we type. People only
abuse the computers and play games.”. One
person eéven put “Q_MAT is shit’ on the
screensaver!. .

Dinner Time: What a relief. Colours, noise,
conversation - even the Christmas decorations

don't look too bad, after the dull, grey atmosphere
of Q_MAT.

30 minutes later: No enough time to gobble your
chips. I'm back late. The queue was longer than |
expected. | race back.

After half-an-hour waiting, the tutor arrives late

muttering about paperwork and not enough time
for lunch. A half digested chip leaves a homble
taste in my mouth.

| ask about training. The Tutor seems relieved to
have something to talk about. Clearly, there is not
enough content to the induction to fill 7 hours a
day. The Tutor accepts that there is no recognised
training content - “...but you’ve just got to go :
through it and enjoy it. It's only 13 weeks!”
Somebody asks what Q_MAT stands for. Quality
Management And Training. Nobody sees the
funny side. |

Finally we are given a “choice” of which project we
would like to do. There are 9 placements. |
choose a charnty near to where | live. An hour later
I’'m told that | can’t do that because the
Manageress is “...a little old fashioned™ and
someone else is actually nearer.

I'm left with a choice of two : Groundwork at Fort
Paull or looking after animals at East Hull Farm.
Excited at the prospect of a free pair of wellies, |
pick the farm. Later | am handed a sheet about
the danger of infectious diseases from Rats. |
assumed it would be looking after goats or

Disillusioned, angry and with a feeling that | have
just wasted 7 hours out of my life, | head back

home. All the placements are with charitable ;
organisations. However, the idea of forcing people :
to do voluntary work is counter-productive.
Volunteers do work out of ‘enthusiasm, interest and
commitment.

and shoddy work. Itis in the interests of all
voluntary and charitable organisations to

BOYCOTT Project Work.
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Uur contemporaries:

' The anarchist (libertarian socialist) movement, I1n Britain, 1s pnot 1in
an healthy state, some papers & groups are so sectarian that they do
nothing; some groups & papers, - The Ploughshares Network, Counter
_Information, Haringay Community Action, Hull TU News. Somerset Socialist
& Heresy - spring to mind, do excelilent work but are infrequent; Freedonm
did nothing for years, has now fortunately rediscovered anarchist activ-
ity but 1s under the misapprehension that this i1s only possible In Lanc-
ashire & so ignored the report beiow or the Czech Ieafliet on gypsies to
be found elisewhere in Kevoplit. ,

Extracts from November letter from Vadim Barak

The right-wing government of the Prime Minister, Klaus, entered its last
stage. The "Czech economic miracle” proved to be a false one as we predicted
in our first newsletter. International speculators attacked our currency,
government's economic measures aimed at revitalizing our economy are widely
seen as another round of belt tightening for the working class, & fat cats are
getting fatter. Moravians hold the government responsible tor many deaths and
the damages caused by disastrous summer floods, & face the government's
unwillingness to help them. Large scale economic crime & bribery, accompanying
& following privatisation, have created a new ruling elite & are seen as a slap
in the face by millions of people with decreasing living standards.

- Many pro-market.illusions are dead & gone as well as the anti-left witch-
hunt. In surveys more than 50% see no significant difference between stalinism
& capitalism in economic terms. A lot of thembelieve a mixture of the best
elements of both regimes (social security & freedom) would be the solution to
our problems. 30% believe Social Democracy is-able to bring about such a
regime. 10% are either more critical or slavishly stalinist & vote for the
C.P. 5-8% for the right-wing popoulist & zenophobic party. & general mood is
characterised by an openness tOowards radical left-wing ideas & alternatives.

Now we can talk much more openly about libertarian socialism without the danger
that noone will listen to us.

A 120,000 strong union demo (the largest anti-government manifestation since
the 1989 revolution) took place in November in Prague. Leaders of a main union
federation-had believed it would divert rank & file discontent & stop a growing
movement within the union for a general strike. They were mistaken. When they
announced that the demo was not an anti-regime one, the crowd replied with a

chant of "what a pity!* The most common slogans were “Government Resign” “New
Elections” "We are fed up with Klaus" & “General Strike."

Solidarita, Czech Militant, & the North-Bohemian Libertarian Federation
pushed for a general strike, reflecting the mood in the unions & {rying to
bring -together all resistance to government attacks. The upsurge within the
unions could, if it developed from a stage of shared desire to one of conscious
& organized will, transform them into more militant & democratic organizatiomns,
able to fight & beat the state & employers. We believe we can help this on a
bit, pronouncing our ideas openly in the IGS. ([Solidarita took part in all the
regional union meetings in Moravia, (they were two in the North; both with
several thousands there - mainly miners & pensioners,) & then with the whole
IGS in the union demo. We distributed 3,000 general strike leaflets.

SOLIDARITA s statement to the Gipsy emm;gration
November 1997 A

1. Gipsies are forced to leave the Czech Repdblic, because they suffer
terrible social and civil discrimination based on their ethnicity. They
are not economic refugees! They do not try to abuse hospitablllty of your
Countfy. ' ._ | g

2. Gipsies had been leading a life of either nomadic artisans or settled
artisans and peasants in the teritory of former Czechoslovakia. Their
different and 1ndependent culture and lifestyle meant they seemed to be
useless to. rulling classes. So they were constantly persecuting Gipsies
and spreading xenophoby towards them- among .ordinary people (the first
Czechoslovak Republic was not much better in that than the Austro-Hungarian
empire). Nazis tried to exterminate the "Gipsy -scum" and so several thou-
sands Gipsies were murdered in concentrational camps with a great help
of Czech authorities, The Communist regime did most for an_ integration
of the Gipsy community, but because of its. ‘own_ reasons and through its
own inhuman bureaucratic methods. Stalinism needed a” cheap unskilled labour
force that would replace missing new technologies and do work none of
Czech workers would be willing to do, Ghettos were built up in industrial -
centres and Gipsies were forced ‘to settle down there, to go ‘to work and
school. The aim of their education was a reproduction of the cheap un-
skilled labour force and so there was not-any effort to help them overcome

their handicaps. Most Gipsy children could not speak Czech. very well and

were not able to catch up with white ch11dren in their classes and were
sent to §pec1al schools", which ensured they could not obtain any higher
education than the basic and vocational ones. Their culture and history

should have been destroyed and in this way a complete asimilation accompli-
shed.

p. The reconstruction of market Capitalism in our country meant for Czech

Gipsies another disaster, Gipsies as unskilled labourers were the first
to lose their jobs and new private. employers were not interested in them
— there was a surplus of skilled white workers,. who were ready to work °
for wages of unskilled ones. Gipsies were also a dispised’ black minority
so it was much easier to sacrifice them than to sack majority white wor-
kers. Lducatippal system does not offer Gipsies anything new and better
—.quite contrary: it is underfunded so it is even worse than it used to
be. So the old discrimination has beenr going on and Gipsies are now trapped -
in a vicious circle of unemployment (70%Z of their community are unemployed;

unemployment in the whole society is 5%!), which leads%tova:decay-ofs tradi=<'« -
tional community values and their ghettos ‘consequently 'sink *into”“crime;,”

drugs, prostitution and desparation, These negative effects of discrimina-
tion call up even bigger xenophoby and rage from the side of white popula-
tion. It means they are forbidden to go to pubs and other public places
in many towns, they do not get. proper. medical treatment they can not
get jobs just because. they are Gipsies, they are ‘targets of frequent physi-
cal attacks of nazi-gangs, they are bullied by the police and bureaucrats,
they are affraid to send their children to schools and nurseries.

4. Disasterous summer floods, which killed 48 people and theusands left
without homes and any property, brought perhaps the worst wave of xenophoby
and racism towards Gipsies. It was much easier for massmedia and people
to scapegoat a poverless minority for lootlng, abusing humanitarian aid,
etc. (most of the ¢ases were fabrications) than to blame real causes of the



N

misery: the state unable and/or unwilling to help adequately the victims,
bureaucrats abusing their power and - humanitarian aid, owners of shops
coming up with overpriced goods, market system which doomed the old emer-
gency system because it was too expensive and which has not behaved more
ecologically as it is unprofitable. In this atmosphere of hatred a mass
emigration started. |

tel 01952 641852

5. Politicians of all parties - no matter whether right or left - have
always been using Gipsies as scapegoats for crime, shortage of flats and
cuts in social benefits. In this way they have assisted in creating a
xm:mv:ovwn atmosphere that allowed a rise of racism and of fascist organi-
sations. Members or supporters of those organisations have murdered since
1990 about 20 Gipsies, anti-fascists and foreigners. Politicians and the
state have been turning a blind eye on this all the time.

6. Now the British threat of visas for Czech citizens (it would delay
our membership in EU and NATO) forced the government to act. They are
admitting that there is discrimination and racism in our country, but
still do not want to admit that the state practises discrimination as
well. They are promising to start to solve the problems of the Gipsy commu-
nity, but Gipsies have not got a slightest reason to believe them. The
new ''solutions" could possibly bring equality in access to education and
to jobs in public sector and to make it for the police a bit more difficult
to bully Cipsies and to ignore fascist activities. Nevertheless, it can
not secure a right to jobs and decent housing for all - black and white
— it can not secure decent wages for all, more community -and cultural
programmes. It can not secure that the Gipsy minority will not be sacrifi-
ced again in the interests of the rulling capitalist class, that it will
not be used again to divide working class people and divert them from
struggling real enemies and real problems., It can not secure real equality
and freedom for all - Gipsies and Czechs. |

p—
Ly e
s
Q
O
O
p
R
K2
S
(&
-
/P
QD
—
R o
7y’
o,
-
S
s
dp

Further, they have not changed ANY of the Tories

anti Immigration or anti Trade Union laws
: |
"NEW LABOUR’S" HONEYMOON PERIOD IS OVER

v New Labour are no different to the Tories they replaced -
do it ourselves. Don’t rely an ANY self appointed leaders.
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The only way to get what we want Is to organise together and
~ College Farm House, Wellington

ment, whoever they are, will be just as bad for us.

those who can afford it !

is if we force them to. |
v Don't wait for the next futile election - the next Govern-

a job or training

X cut benefits to ALL single parents
selves. The only way any politician will do anything for us

the faces might be slightly different.
v' The only way we will change anything is to do it our

‘New Labour"” have, or are about to
X refuse to pay dole to any person under 25 who can’t get

X force the sick and disabled further into debt and despair
X charge us, or our kids, to go to college - its education for

the party of the working class - rubhish

morHc>xHH>. P.0. Box 13, Cerna tlora, 679 21, Czech Republic.

again suffer from Gulf sickness;
British people; making it a bosses’ Europe.

Since coming to power "New (Tory) Labour have:
age on a lower minimum;

We need a broad-based & cross-

politically educated
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- welt off? (Any more than the Liberals or Torles.)

- The only way we will get





