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" I SIT ON A MAN'S BACK CHOKING HIM AND
M.KING: HIM CARRY ME, AND YET ASSURE
MYSELF AND OTHERS TH&AT I AM SORRY FOR
HIM AND WISH TO LIGHTEN HIS LOiD BY
ALL POSSIBLE MEANS «~ EXCEPT BY GETTING
OFF HIS BACK".

(Leo Tolstoles)

" YOU S.Y MEN C4NNOT BE EQULL BECAUSE &
MEN ARE NOT GOOD ENOUGH ' TO RULE
4 THEMSELVES.

1 SAY MEN .  MUST BE EQUAL BECAUSE NO
\ MAN IS“ GOOD ENOUGH TO BE ANOTHER!S
MLSTJﬂfi.

i

(Williom Godwin,)




Wrekin Anarchist
VOICE
Introductory note

The glm of this paper is to get people to think and act for themselves,

We believe that if the world 1s to survive the rape of sea and soll,
daily performed by get-rich-quick industrialists, and the threat of
Atomlc ennihalation, a lot of asction 1s necessary; & that these

evils ccnnot be ended in isolation.

~ The social system that creates those evils 1s the same one That creates
' thhe problem of poverty herc and abroad, taking the product of the
toll of the many to line the pockets of the few.

On the cover we quote a passage fron Tolstol describving the injustices
he saw in his day. He stressed that ian saying to the rider "come
down" one was not depriving him of anything thet was rightfully his,
for the power of the ruler is taken from the ruled, in seying to
the ridden "throw him off" one was offering to the ruler something
better than privelecge - the fellowship of human brotherhood.

Bpt there wags not . as there is now i Tolstni's dav deubt ag Be The
SUPVival o mankinde New tiae foliy el Tthc rider threaiens vhe Lol
tinuance of the humen race. In the name of expediency as well as of

morclity the ricer must come down,

Most of thec editors of this paper regard oubselves as anarchists - all
as libertariocn sociaclistse. Anarchy i1is not the advocacy of cheos,
but of cooperation without coercion. Anarchists believe that means
shape cnds, -~ & that therefore anarchism can only be attained by
cooperative and non-authoritarian means.

Anerchists are opposed to militarism, as to governments and nationalism.,
Not all anarchists are pacifists; - many, perhaps most, believe that
in struggling ageinst social injustice %given that those who have
priveleges are reluctant to abandon them, & apt to be very violent
in their cefence) violencec 1s both necessary aad morally justified; -
others hold that violent insurrcction cen only lead to the emergence

of ¢ new ruling elite,

But pacifist or non-pacifist, anarchist sympathies instinctively go ¥o
the underdog in ll strugrlese. Wherever the oppressed fight for
freedom they ccn claim anarchist support as a right, but we wam
that to create new governments is merely to change one set of masters
for another & that #national liberéation” movements are almost always

states in the makinge.

We ther -fore for instance condemn British action in Ireland end support
%3 he struggle for civil rights in Ulster, but we do not necessarily

. support any of the particular orgenizations in that country, whether
tlhie law-abilding Nationalist Party, eilther wing of the IRA, the civil
#ights! associction or the civil resistance alliance, the SDLP or PD,

=

Equally we deny the right of the Vihite minority in Rhodesia to oppress
the Black majority, but we do not think the Africans will solve theilr
problens merely be acquiring o government of the same colour as them-
selveg. We refute the slandecr that the Africons are not ready for
democracy in & wey that EBuropeens are, - the argument that uses the
excuse of authoritaricn recines in black Africa to justify the con-
| tinuction of White authoritariasn ones, - after Belsen ond Auschwitz

(& one might add Londonderry) Europeans erc¢ in no position to boast.
But wer warn the peoples of Africa that govermmuents of the same colour
as onel's self are just as evil as those of zaother, :

Opposing militerism we work for unileteral disarmament in whichever cou-
ntry we may be, saying that armuments are made by states primarily
to frighten their subjects into obsdience with the myth of defence &
that they are the greatest threat to cemocracy that e¢xlsts.

X Wwrekin Libertaricns
i 13 Albert rosd, Wellington




In this the first issue of the VOICE we feel there 1is
& need to say in ¢ short and ceasily ehecked form what
‘we want,  vhat soclety we want to attain, & wherc we
stand with recard other political groups.

The following statement - that of the New York Liber-
taricn Liague (with one clause c¢mended) - dors not
of coursc eforcss everything we bellieve, nor would we
exclude anyone who mlfht quurrel with one or other
part, but does never theless give the essentlals of
the dnuPChlSt and libertgrian sociacllist cease.

Vic intend thet the VOICE shell be & local paper, on
locel strugsles for justice cnd issues, but 1T is
impossible to ignorc national issues since these af-
fect locucl ones,

It was therefore no accident thot the final decision
to publish was teken while we were in ‘“ondon denone
strating against the Government's betrayal of the
Rhod¢dian Africans; & that we intend that the first
issue will be sold on the national demonstration age
~inst nuclear weapons at Easter.

The "free" world is not free; the "communist" world is not communist,
Vie reject both: onc is beeoming totalitarian, thc other is elrecady so.

Pollution, nuclear and other wers of mcss destruction put a question mark
over the survivel of the world & menkind, as & product of thelr power
strugele & disregard of humen values. '

We chorpe that both systems enzender scrvitude, Pseudo-freedom based:
on economic slavery is no bettcr than pseudo-frecdom based on polite
1cal gleverys

IThe monopoly of powcr which is th¢ state must be ellmineated,. Govern-
ment i1tsclf, as well ¢s 1ts underlying institutions perpetuates wanr,
oppr.- ssion, corruption, exploitation and miscrye

we advocate ¢ world-wide society of communities &« councils based on co-
operqtlon & frec cgfrecment from the bottom (federelism) instead of
coercion and domination from the top (centralism), Reoimentatiion
of people must be replaced by regulation of things,

Frecdom without sociclism 1s chaotic, but sociclism without freecdom 1is
despotice Libertaricnism is free sociclisme.

mock lkmock »

Re G« Gregory

all the paths I have
ever trevelled - Falh |
cve eventually arrived s T

at this door

the naneplate says

ANARCHY

1 knoclkk on the door
nobody cones

tired of knocking
1- open the coor
and o through

and find
& thousand more paths
page two -




TELFORD - PROGRESS or MADNESS ¢
' Mike Wright

Its 211 happening in Telford. The New Town 1is recclly on the move,
& many of the big chenges promised are underway. But will this change
necessarily be for the boctter? |

Wie are told that thc New Town will benefit both the loczl community
& the newcomers, but meny people vho originally welcomed 1t cre now bee-
cinning to recllise how much socicl & commercisl disruption 1T will
cause locallye. Their fecrs are rceul enough, but es 1t 1s easy to Dbe
deceived by the short-term adventages that a New Hown Beoms to 6ffcr,
so it is possible that concern over immediate problems can obscure the
long term fundemental socicl consequences thet such projects crcote,
not only for thc people of Telford, but for society -as an wholc,

In wvhet follows I want to examine some of these wider lmplications
by lookin; ¢t threc examples of the kind of change That we -In Telford
arc goling to secs

',}5 The New Hyporaarket

Local traders fear thaot when the 'Superstorc! is completed in 19735,
1t will have o drestic affect on the business of existing shopping cen-
tres. American expericnce confirms this, for where out-of-town shop-
ping centres have been bullt, city-centre businesses have suffered con-
siderably. Unfortunately, however, the problems of the hypermarket
ere not limited to the narrow intercsts of ¢ few shopkecperse

The hypcrmarket concept is geared to thec idea ol a car-owning popul-
ation, yet c¢ven by 1980 gbout . quarter of the total numbcr of famllies
in Englond and "eles will still be without cars. How will old cge
pensioncrs, in particuler, maonage? - faced with both & decline in lo-
cal shopping services & the difficulty & cxpense of travelling to the
hypermarket as cssenticl goods become increasingly difficult to obtain

loccllye.

No one needs reminding of the frustrations of traffic congestion,
yet thcrhypcrmarket'mill bring an unnecessery increasé in traffic vol-
UMeE o lhis will meen more cxpenditure on existing roads & the buillding
of new roads for cccess to the storc, Enorimous &reas of valuable °
land are to be used to provide perking spacc for the Thousands of veh-
fcles thet will be expeetzd dallye

There i1s clso the matter of choice; no amount of assurances that
hypermarkets will offcr ¢ wide range of cheup goods can disgulse the
facts that they ere in the vanguard of &« movem:nt towards an increasing
standardisation of goods & tonopoly of interests which weaken-the power
of +he individuzl to choose for himself the pattecrn of life that he de-

Sircs.e

The ‘problems which the hypermarket will bring are not confincd to
Telford.  Sitcs are alrecady under considecration outside Bristol, Read-
ing, Nottingham, Oxford, Relgate, Southampton ond London, yect the

“Secretary for the Environment has refused to adopt & firm policy on the
1ssuee. His decision to considcer cach casc on its me its mcens that

the gencral sociecl implécations will not be dealt with, & that as usual
short-term cconomic prcssures will takc prcecedencce

Ze High-Density Housing

Sutton Hill & lioodside, the two cstates so far completed, provide
somc intecresting indications of the dircetion in which socilety 1s mov-
inge In their rush to provide ncw housing, the planners havc ignored
begsic socilal factors which are essential to the stability of any comme
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unitye. By bringing togcether larze numbers of people with no common
communit; bonds, thcy hove crestecd a situction in which the soclil con-
trols which regulate behcviour in older closc-knit arecs arc weakened =
hence the high level of crime and deliquency on these two cstatese The
buildin; of community centres cannot compensate for thc lack of a come
mon bond such as that vwhich was erccted in the old mining communities.
Similarly, the accusation that the newcomers are "the dregs of Birming-
ham" (however acceptablc it mey be to some people) totclly Lgnores the
effect of uprootcdncss on humen behaviours | '

The miners!'! strike has clearly shovn how dependent we arc becoming
on outside sources for thc services csgscnti.l to the basic requircments
of life., This tendency is nowhere morc noticcablc, thin on cstates ’
1ikc Sutton Hill & Vioodsildc¢ where pcople are totally dependant on clec-
triclty or gas for all their cookling, hecting and powcr requircments,
Thcre are no gardens ancd no open fircs, & consequently, the indcecpendence
that pcoplc in other areas stlll retain when disruption or shortage oc-

curs, <o¢s not c¢xiste

The abscnee of gardens, togethcr with the morec general trend towards
convenicnce foods mcans that in these new housing dovelopacnts particul-
arly, old skills of cultivation & thc cooking & preserving of food are
being loste

Thus the Now Town Development Corporation, togecthcr with others like
1t, is ussisting thc emcrgcnce of ¢ socilety which will be alnost total-
ly dependent on ¢ few mossive corporations & busincss.organizations who
will be sblc to dictate where we live, whet wc eat, & how wc sSpenda our
leisurce timce

The planners have c¢stimoated, perhcps optimistically, thaet thoe life-
gspan ot thc new houscs will ¢ in the region of Lf1ifty ycars, This is
surcly putting housing In thc¢ scmc category es cars & other consumer.
goods, which by thcir short lifc, help to meintain an 'expanding econe
omy! with thc wasteful & unncecssary usc of limited natural rcsources.

5 The Wellington Bypass (1154)

| Rt Foit LT SRS

"It111l be & good job when the by-pess 1s finished” - that is the
rcaction of many pcoplc, faced with the present congestion on the A.o.
It mey be that they are willing to cccept the damagc that will be done
to the Ercall, & perhaps it docsn't concern them thaet the new road will
pass tirough the grounds of Arleston iHonor, Wellington's ancient hunt- -
ing lodgc; but can anyonc rcally believe that 1t will providce any longe

L

term solution to the traffic problem?  Surely it will only scrve to
bring morc traffic into the arec & to act as a commutcr rocd for tThe .Q.

le ric number of piople who will move into thoe Now Town to live, but who
will work clsewherc. With over 2,000 people uncmploycd in th¢ crea ©
alrcady, therc scems littlc chince for newcomers to find jobs locallye

Many other ncw rocds are planned for Telford, as they are over he "
wholc country, but should we not usk wherc this policy is lcading us? . % "8
W are all brecthine in increasing cmounts of led & carbon monoxidcfrom
cer oxhcusts, so that sooner than we think we way be in the same” posli-
ion es the City of Los éngeclcs, wherc deaths froa corbon monoxide pole
soning are nearly equcl in number to lecthel car cccldants. Professor
Brycc-Smith of Rceding University has found thet'startling & unexplaine
ed increcascs in thc¢ incidencc of mental disturbencce among chlldren are
belicved to be connectcd to hcavy metal pollution of the environment' .

There arc morc than 12 million cars in Bpritoin today, & according to
the AL this figurc will risc to 21 million by 1981, at prescnt mny
people use thelr cars to ;¢t out into the countrysidc at weckends, but
as congestion incrcascs & thc countrysldc rccedes, this will be ncither
practical nor pleasant,

Wie are rapldly coming to the position wherc public transport would

pasc four =



providc grectcr frecdom of movement than thc motor car, Cean we really
accept o doubling of roads during the next ten ycars? - with 2ll the
lmplications for socicty that are involved.

Thos< who havc eriticiscd the bullding of the VWellington by-pass &
the motorway (I 64) link of which it for s & part, do not appear to have
askcd themsclves this guestion - thcy secm to bc bogred dovn in 2 dise
putc c¢bout the lcast dameglng routc it will toke, Thc MP for the Virc-
kin, Dr Tony Trafford, sald rccently: "If we don't have o motorwey the:
situction will be very scrious"; - I would ask him to consider the con-
scquenecs if we dol

The politicel iamplicatlions of thesc criticisms crc scrious & far-rca-
ching, If we «re to cvoid thc very real dangcers that thesc aspcets of
the New Town prescnt, then we will have to changc the system which allows
& €ven encourages them to develope. It is difficult to sec how this can
bc done through thce normcl dcmocratic proccsse 1t is commonly believ.d
that demoeracy con be made to yicld to the discontcnts of thosc within
it, but thc fact 1s that thc "democracy” that we have is susteined by
industry; & industry - as thc¢ mincrs! strikc has made plain - is not in
1tself dcimocratice

filso 1t 1is lmportant to reallsc thit rcsistence to what is called
progress, 1is not just & middlec class conccrne. It is thc blg construct-
ion firms, th¢ car industry & the lorge commercicl organisations which
will benefit from the developments I have outlined - it is the ordinary
working peoplc, not the middle class, who will suffc¢r the vorst social
CONSCOUENCCSe '

It will no doubt bc considercd that to alter radically the dircetion
In which socicty is moving i1s beyond the bounds of political practicaba
ility, but unfortunatecly, if we continue to concern oursclvcs with pol-
1ticcl rather than socicl rcclity, then we will rapidly rcach the stage
where 14 will not be moving in any dircction at all - 1t will be extinets

e » L e = e o e » e s
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Mikc's artlicle is not wméent to end the matter, indced he 1s writing a

longzer version vhich with othir material we hope to producc as - paiiphe
lets So 1f you have something to cdd plcase scnd it to use Particul-
arly we wan¥% detclls of commcrcicl tic-ups, we have hcard rumours, we
also hove hicerd somethings that arc rathcr worc thaa rumours cnd hove
becn promised an article with detclils; about:e

e 1t 13 s2id that. the rcason for the new town in the first
placc was purcly to justify the construction of wn extra
SEWCLC TWorkse .

¥ 2 1t is soid that at onc stage when & rubbish disposal ine-
- cincrator was being planned, and it was scen thet this
B would cntail ¢ watcr-coolecd chimney, thet it was suggest-
| ¢d thit cstatcs bc supplicd from this source free hot wa-
tecr and central heating. But bcecausc of o contrcet made
bectween somconce on behalf of the Corporation & o firm
which was te supply heating,

| & .

O o It 1is scld that onc early opponcnt off the New lovn Adropp-
éd his opposition on being given an cppointment carrying
payment for ¢ sinccurc,

4. . It 1s scid thot enother person conncetcd with the Corpor-
atlon suddenly disappeared from the scene & from particip-
ating in a London firm cngeged In similor dcevelopment.

continucd at foot of page six
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continued from page five

It 1s scid uhgt only light industrics - cop¢oyin~ B
very smcall nunmber of rmorikers hove been moved out here,
That somc of thcsc cminloy only highly skilled opcrats
ives aad that the industrics [cnerclly prefer to brifig
workers with then froam CloLehCrG then find popple lo- 4
cally. |

It 1s seid that thi: heclps.solve Birni ghoi¥'s et
ment problcm but not Tclford, and that uhc o) B nners,
are rceoncilcd to Teliord bein; ¢ comauter tovn.

It 1s sald thet closing roilways and bullding mebtor=
ways ncy not bco Lﬂtlrblj unconnceted ' ith ¢ former

<Transport Minister's conncetion with @ road meking

Tirm; .. that therc were femlly connections with thce
Y be cainf' of the rallwayse

It 1s said tlat unchcecked property deveclopment nov, &
the feilurc of the Minister of the Environment to in-
tecrvene may not equally be unconncctea with Intercsts
held by & proulncnt politiri n in th¢ deveclopment
firii of oSlacter=liclker.
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UCS Laurens Otter

After an heroic struggle the conclusion of the Upper €lyde work-in sees
the workers of one yard - or at least tvo thirds of them -~ bound by the
union to meke no pay demands whatever for four years, regardless of the
rise¢ in the cost of living, & not to strike for whatever cause, This
in return for a four years guarantee of work for them & redundancy for
the remaining third,

This is a recipe for slaverye The four years respite will probably be
just that as the construction of oll-rigs for off-shore drilling caters
for @ fairly limited demand, The present rise in the cost of living,
variously estimated at from 10 to 15 percent, will ensure that evéry £35
will then only be worth £2.

For months workers on the Clyde have shovn that workers do not need the
boss to tell them whet to do; that bosscs moreover perform no useful fu-
nction, that the money that has to be exchanged to buy the yards does mot
in fact change hands & .1.a8 ourely fictional,

Unfortunately in that time the workers! representatives « both the Boli-
lermakers! Union & the Shop Stewards! Committeec - have spent their time
running round trying to find a capitalist to explolt their members, &
have acted as assistants to the Yovernment Liquidator, when the workers
themselves wanted to forbid thoet Liquldator to enter the yards,

Various Libertarian papers - whose circulation is unfortunaetely too
small to make & difference - warned through thc course of th: work-in
that 1f the worzers left things as thev were thev would be defected,
The: could have made an appeal to workers in the steel industry, to lor-
ry drivers delivering steel, to workers in other yards, to back them, &
supply them so that they could carry on producing ships, promising to
pay when they were pald for the ships, - arranging their own contracts,

No doubt the Government would eventually heve used troops to blackleg;
but they would have shewn what wes possible & an appeal to the troops &s
fellow workers, not to blackleg would haveé had enormous importance,

But the workers, unfortunately, had blind trust in their officials, &
they have been let down in consequence; - notwithstanding the fact that
someé of these officials claim to be revolutionary & are palnted by the
gutter press as the red menace. "The Grand 014 Duke of York" led his
men up the hill only to come down again, at lcast better than the Come’
munist Party which leads them up to se¢ll them down the river on the ot-
her side,

Polluted Thoughts Ian Brodie

(N.B. "Ian is not an ansrchist but is
Liberal Candidate for Shrewsburye.

VWhich mecans thet he¢ vould not necese
scrily endorse other articles in VOICE
& equally we vould not endorse his
proposals in this.)

It»hﬂ“ become fashionable to talk about pollution. Unless the wvword 1is

nsed scveral times in the quality Sunday newspepers % in the'major sp-

eeches! of eminent politicisns them the crticle or the gpeech are- cone-
sider. d incompletee Pollution has become so faushlonable it has become

trivial, WWe come to regurd it as & minor problem, not even a polit

lcal issue, in comparison with traditional pre-occupations like Northe
ern Ireland, unemployment % economic grovthe.

Of course exactly the Oppo 1ite k8 ‘true, The question of pollution - in

the fullest sense of the tem « is at the root of most of our 'minor!
problense I belicve trat the problem of Ne Ircland is closely linked

-
e )
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with oveérpopulation of zn area which has few of the recsources considered
nccessary for the stable development of eén indestridlised economy. -
Similarly pollution is lcrgcely the result of individual grecd & genuine
thoughtlessness, the production of "throwawsy" plastic milk bottles 1is

a prime exauple of the way in which each of us sees his sctivities gulte
separately, without thought to the effect these activities will have on
other peoplee The huge problem of unemployment iz & «in the result of
'Meximisation of profits! without thought being siven to the socicl con-
sequences of automaction.

'Unemployment, pollution & povcrty can all bec eradicated with creater econe-
omic growth" runs the tracditional political cnswer, Therc is no doubt
et ¢ll thet economic growth benefits those who are 'strategically placed!
in the cconomlc system, - tie most powcrful of the trade unions, the
stockbrokers, the cir menufacturers & so on, It cannot e€limincte pov-
erty, & &s long as econoanlc selfishness cxists it cannot get rid of un-
employnent elther,

ronjcally 1t is &rgued that economlc grovwth can make funds available to
combat pollution, yet growth will 1tself creccte morc pollution in temrus
of increased consumer: spending on cacrs, jet holidays, goerden pesticides
& so on, The ¢mount of pollution caused by :n individucl rises very
rapldly above & esrtaln lncoae lovel.

f presently accecpted !'solutions! are not ccceptable it follows that other
solutions must be found, Theorctically this is quitc straightforward.
Wie necd & change in the nature of wman -~ the disappecrance of selfishe
ncss, or tighter controls to limit selfishness to an accepteble level,
The fivst is so ideulistic; but it cannot happen soon enough - even if
it is possible to "change the naturc of man".

he second would involve central control of imany cctivities which we have
previously considercd the prescrve of the individual =~ by previously
I mecan sincc the development of large scale industrialised societies,

dcally units of control should be sacll & the proccss of control involve
cverybody . But to achigve this we would réquirc such a fundamental
change l1ln the nature of soclety, & this is so closcly linked with the
naturc of the individuals In that socicty. Perheps to survive the ¢c-
ologlical crisis we will necd ccnbtral non-democratic control by an ine-
formed, 1dcalistic, & rclatively sclfless elite.

uch a system of government would be unlike our prescnt onc in several ways,
but it vould bc no mor¢ undcmocratic than present-day governments which
maintiin o pretcnce of democeracy bchind vhich they pursue selfish ends.
If the 'Left! in this country regards thc idea thet "power corrups" as
an absolute dogmatic truth then all they con look forward to is an inde-
finitc period of futilc opposition against uninformed, conservative,

sclfish pseudo-dcmocratic administrations,

e o 13 . o e o »
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Unfalr Comment Thought aforc Mallice

Vie arc told milk prices have becn cut "at a stroks". VWho do they
think they erc fooling? It starts in April for four months cnly. But
CVeEry year - during vinter - when milk i1s not so plentiful somecthing is
put on the price of milk, always cllegedly tcmporarily, and sometimes it
docs indeced come off again in the Suamere. Ag Tor suger 1t 1s not so c B
long since - aftcr & bad harvest - they Increased the price, so this
timc they've had ¢ gnod harvest?

This ycar for the first time CND has arrenged the Aldermarch to Alder-

moston. (THe 1958 march was organiscd by the DAC, 52 & 53 by The Oper-
etion Gandhi.) That would be cn hopeful sign if thc March had not been

continued on page nino - at foot
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Take & Use Mike Harbour

SRS AR N S PR

There was @ recent account on television of a town in the Liverpool
area, in which, after pressure from various liberal-minded groups, the
councgil handed over a large capty factory for use as & communal sports!
centrey, until the future of the buillding had been decided,

This made me think ebout the situation in Wellington. There is a youth
club here, with sports! facllitles, but this only caters for ¢ very limlted
age rangee. Miorcover there are many other needs, and meny empty buildingse.

In Alexandra road there is & lar ¢ empty house that has beecn deserted
for the past two years. In Market Street therc is & large picturesque
brewery with ¢ courtyard that resembles an old *hakespearien theatre. At
the back of Tan Bank there is wn incomplete warehouse, & in Holyhead road
there is . pop-drinks! works unused for several years.

Sports! centres for all ages are necded. The Arts! Centre has becn
started, but not in a central position, & has clready gained the stamp of
"intellectual® - which has an off=putting effect on the average working man.

Surely sonething could be done; the average worker would be less likely
to be put off if the Trades' Council werc involved in the control & the
provision of ectivities. With the number of Poles & Indians in the area
i1t vould not be difficult to have foreign folk dancese. No doubt people
would come to jecr - at lcast at the beginning - but they might well stay
impressed (particularly if it werc theilr workmetes doing th dancing) &
real cultural exchanges could begin. Therc must be a wealth of Salopicn
talent worth devecloping, & encouraging.

Whilst in Senkey's I met many men - Englishmen to boot - who could not
even sign their own names for thelr wagese They vwoulcd be too shy to go
for formal adult education but vould welcome facilities provided by unionas,
They are embarassed & do not contact local authorities, uninspired by Tech
nlddle class téachers or even the WEAs since these are no longer directly
TU=-1un., But the tradc unions could here agaln run adult education & the
orgenlisation of such could be done relatlvely cheaply, 1f there were not an
attempt to amake 1t too plush,

I sug;est thaet the Labour Movement should request local authorities to
help In this, & that it should not be voo shy about pressing the request.
ooclalism is after all workers taking, holding & controlling industry &
property for the¢ comnon good. |
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Unfcir Comment cont'd
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devalucd to becoime a mere charitable 'sponsorecd walk?,

For ycars CND has marchcd “towards the centre of government" - ignora-
Ing the faect thoet govermments can only govern & make weapons by the con-
sent & coopcration of the pcople & they have to pcrsuade workers to make
the wiecapons for Thcme Not surprisingly thce only tangiblc results of
the o0ld polley were to advancs the fortunes of vabious Labour Party ' _
"L,eft" carecrists, |

Miners do ¢ filthy & dangerous jobe anyonc who loves justice should
be thonkfuyl they have won & living woge; but will regret that they did

3]

not get morc support from workcrs in othcr industrlesys & they woerc left

to fight clone, But it iz ¢ measure of the¢ stupldity of our soclety

> that miners have to fight to prevent pits being closecd down, No humene
sociecty would forcec men to work in such conditions, & rationally the mi-
ners ought to bc fighting to abolish mines cnd find other sources of po-
wer, but whcn the altcrnative is unemployment, or c¢nforce: movement’' bo
othcr areas, the minc is fhe lcsser evil, Agaln 1t 1s ¢ pity that the
miners demands were a pale roflection of the monecy motive, Soclalists
wish to sec minecs (& other sources of powcr) run by thc workcrs involved
pn bchalf of thc community as acn whole, not run by statc burcaucrats on
behalfl of private Industriclists, as they ere at the moment,
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‘I‘he Warf&gemstgfe John Hallam

Apologists for nuclear wer argue that the very existeqce of thesc weap
ons prevents the holoceust of nuclcar warfare, Alfred “obel thou ht the
same thing gbout Iis dynemites Perhaps my factories - he told the Baron.
ess Von Suttu-r "will put an end to war even sooncr than your congresses.|
on the day thot two army corps can mutuelly snnihalate each other in a
second, all cilvilised nations vill surely recoil with horror & d:sband
their troops.” Twenty two years later the filrst World War was to prove
him wronge

Now nucleur wecapons are pgrudozicallj secn as both the means of pre-'
venting blg wars, & of causing the snnihalation many predict for us. In
1946 two nuclcgr physicists stated: "The sdvent of the Atomic bomb has gi.
ven us a new opportunity to make futurec warfare lcss likely, on account
of thc horrors of mass destruction i#4, will enteil.". Quite possibly the

nuclear weapon has prevented e thirc orld Wagr so Tar that is not to say

that 1t v11l continue so to do.;‘ We devote an immense proportion of sci-
entiiic talent, fingncicl wealth aad naetionsl resourccs, to the ‘rituslist-
ic game of "orpv(nfﬁnf“ WoXs How expensive 1s thlis game to play & what

have 1ts efrects becn on the advance of sclence & technology?

In the last tcn years U.S. industry increased its seientific manpower
by 160,000 people, OVcr 80/ of these wont t- work on military proijects
gsponsorcd by the governme 1t, 60, of «ll pcople studying for doctorates
in mathcmetics in the US upwlibd for JOb at RAND ~ the Alr Force's milit-
ary "think-tunf" ouch 1lg the demand for scientific manpower in the war-
fare states of the world. |

Unfortunately the effects of this demend are 10t only felt by the super
POWE TS When & countr; dccldcs to spend 32 million technicacl man-hours
on & missile such as the Atlas-D, so much gets sucked into the millitary
whirlpool t' ¢t the e¢ffects cre felt the world over. The civilien scien-
tific centres go short & have to recrult from sbroad,. sbout 10,000 sci-
entists, technologists & doctors emigrate to the US euch year, Not only
does this constitute & braein-drain from poor nations to rich but mediately
from the clvilian lcaboratorics of the doveloping countries to the military
orgenisations of the rich. : |

Sclence & war cpre nov ClOule inter-r elatbd. The aim of their marricg
may have becn to improve "national security ; but certeinly this has not
been 1tas effect, rather hcs 1t diverted much necded resources from a world
whose hunger & ovcr-populution are grotesque problcms. The basic result
has becn thp cscalation of the crms’ Industry to an alarming degreec.

Prcsident Elscnhower made his famous warning about the 'unwarrented in-
fluence! of the "military-industricl complex!, back in 1961, The US Depw
artacnt of Defence was thelr spending $#47, 808,000 000 & years  Yet today
1ts budge® has almost doubled to‘ﬁ@o ©00, 000, 000, Bugcne HMcCarthy called
1t 'the strongest independent pover in vorld affalrs!, In 1970 the Dep-
artment of Defence reccived morc moncy than the national income of any ot-
her country in the world except the Soviet Union, thke UK, Prance, Japen %
Vicst Germ.ny. ((#1 1s worth about 37 new anCLo))

sbout half the Department's income goes to Industry in the form cticon=
tacts x orders. In 1967 this union oi military & industrial forces cHip= ¢
loyed 105 out of every 1,000 working lmericans. Clearly this is onc

cause of the Increasing momuntum of the amis race. There scenms fﬁonabl
¢cvidence to sugpgest this momentum is encouragcd by the bepartmunt In :
1969 1t had 6, 140 public relations officlels on the payroll. - There wa o

also & baad of tleglislative licsont! lobbyists to promotc defence intcrests*
on thc Capitol HIll with & budget of #4,100,000.

’\o

& tervifying effeiot of the influence povicr of the arms industry of
the US & ocher advamnocéd countrics is lg V“y thcy encourage smaller powers
to enter into military spending. in 196¥%, for instonce, none of the FThird
World countrics had long renge alr-to-surface missiles, But by 1968
thesc we.pons had spr ad to 19 of the world's poorer countric:,. The re-—
sult is & world arms' bill of £180,000,000,000 a year. = "Global military
expenditurcs are cquivalent to the total annucl income¢ produced by the one
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billion (Admericaen billion - 1,000,000,000) people living in Latin Americs
South Asgie &« the Near Easte. They ere grewter by 40% than the world-wide
expenditure on education,,,, & more thun three times world-wide expenditur
on hcalth."

The long term impllcations of this - -3 caleulated by the Btockholm
Intcrmational Pecce ilescarch Institutc - arc most grim: e militory
spending will continuc to double cvery 15 yeors. By the eorly ycors of
the next ccentury the world will be devoting to military uses ¢ guantity of

recourccs which 1o equal to the 'holc world's priscnt (1968) output®.

It 1: science and technology then which helps nourish "this rough beast”
ncv Knowledge mewns There is an elcment of built-in-obscelcscence in cvery
nev weapon system. The result 1s technlcul innovation «t ¢ rotc unknown
in any othar ficlcd of human endcavour. Also thls produces the startling
concept of technicologiccl wary, which has been fought out sinece 1945 with
the battleficld, the scientific laboratory. 1f 1ts Inltlal object wus to
producc the ultimate wcapon to preserve the pcace, it scems to heve long
gince become an end In Lftsells

The mentality of this war 1s expressed by Genercl Curtis Le May, vhen
ni -wrote in 39083 "I sincerely belicecve that any arms racc-with the So-
viet Union would cct to our benefit, I believe that we can out-invent, .
out-rcscarch, out-enginecr, & out-producc the USSR in cny area from slin-
gshots To space weapons; & in so doing becom. more ™ more prosperous while
the Soviets beccowme progressively poorer'.,

3
1

The objoct then is to grind thé oppositionts best scientific tolent ine
to the dust. ‘g Robin Clarke commonts: "e... the mcdium has becoue the
MESSAELE o What becomnes significent is not what new wcapons military rce

scarch produccs, but the act of producing them,”

A closcr look at the noturc of that technicologiccl war reveals another
Interegtiing charact:oristic, No new major weapon has becn invented since
the H-Bomb & the mlssile more than 15 years ago. Ra ther has the¢ rescarch
been concermcd with "improving the weapon systems that depend on them e
The alu has becen o make warheads smceller yet more powerful, more accurate
& controllable, & to dofond delivcry systcecms from attack: to keep up with
thc opposition's ratc of product-improvecuent; rather than discover & new
ultimcte wecpon for "peace=kecping', Put bluntly military science hgs to
advance a8 qulickly as 1lts grosslg inflated budgets will allow, merely to
maintein &« prcvious position of "security".

This goal of product ilmproveuent characterises the whole world defence
budget, Thc‘$2,000,000,000,000,000 spent 1a the last 15 years on defence
has not increased the total number of wcaponsg 1t has 'improved! them,
Indecd somc wcapons are in shortcr supply than the: werc 15 years agoe.

The numbcr of alreraft carricrs hes dropped for instaence from 150 to 75, &
the numbcr of submarines hos follen from 900 to 700, :

Thosc¢ alreraft curriers and submarinces are however a great decl more
cffective, The Stockholm Institute measurcd the retc of mllitary procuct
improvcment at something over 10% a yecure Civil goods do not increase in
pecrformcnce & capebility in this way, however much thc motor industry ‘
vould like-us %Yo belicve they did, Onc reason for this vast rote ofwed-
pons .laprovecaent is that the rescarch iImput in the militery flcld 1s at
1ca8tle Tinmes grestcr. than in the elvilian field, The UK for instence
in 1964-65, spcnt morc on military rcscarch per pound of result by o mar-
cin of £62.2 (per hundrecd pouids of resulting goods in the military fileld)
to £4.9 per hundred in menufacturing output,.

Thesc flgures go & long way towards cxpluining the momeartum of the acrms
PoCC o Improvements will be inevitebly madc becausc of the meanpower & ik
nencial resources used, The wecapons are developed & dcployed. But 1t
must bc «ssumcd thet potenticl cnemies have algso wade the same improvements,
& c¢Xpenslve counter-mecsurcs must be developed The result is the vast &
c0s8tly scecurity dcadlock which is the ultimate alm of technicologlcal war,
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The¢ Important thing in this war seems to be to> keep sccecurity momentum
forging c¢hcad at moximum speed with minimum thought for the consequences.
Dr Edword Tcller - known as the “"fother of the Somb" vrote in 1963:

Wees 1t 1s much better not to ask for military
rcquircments but to push scientiflc development
to the limlt: - the millitary requiremcents will
800N F0l1l0Weesee we must not be dcterrcd by
arguncnts involving conscquences or costs'.
Vihen the consequences or costs involved may be the survival of mankind
this. renmoprk seems even more extrgordiqary. But evecn when considercd
within the¢ narrow confines of National 'security! such philosophy hos pro-
vecd exp nsive, dlsastrous & completely futile. |

Dr Herbert Cook was dircctor of defcence rcsearch & englneering for the
Pentagon, ye¢t cvcn he virotc condcmming the declslion to deploy anti-ballist-
lc.migslles In the BeSs; e econcluceds

"The arms race is a serics of technical chelle nges
followed by cool, caleulated rc¢sponscs in the
form of ever morc. costly, morc complex & more
fully developed «utomatic dcviccSeesese  Thus the
steady advence of erms technology may not be
leading us to the ultimatc weapon, but rather to
the ultimate absurdity: a completcly automated
syaten fOL deciding whether or not doomsday hes
arrived”

Hopefully this could rcpresent a change in prioritics in the world of
sclencee If 1t docs not then the outlook 1s bleck indecd, Even if ¢
nucleer holocaust docs not engulf us all, the shecr cost of !'preventing?
war mey prove insurportablc. By the end of the century 1t 1ls predicted
we may be gpending s much on arms & soldlers as the whole of the world!s
prcount cconoimlc outpute. As tuwo thirds of th¢ world are alrecdy in dire
econontlic nced, 1t 1s no exageration to say that this financiel burdecn
could be the stréw that brecks th. camells back (thet is the warfare
Statels,

Allcgory number Infinlty

Tvig million yeors ago, in the Plelstocene epochitherc lived a deer known
as the f sh Elk, it stood about 6 fect high, & dévotcd most of its en-
erglies to growing o glgontlc palr of entlers, spanning up to 11 feet, &
welghing ncarly an hundrcdweight, Every year this enorious burden was
shecd & ¢ rcecplacement grovwn. These antlers wérc only used in ritucl com-

bat, &« werc truly <« detcrrent weapon, with meximum credibllity.

The burden of this snimcl's defence budget wes qulte crippling,.& in

fact provecd too greate In 1ts attempt tTo provid@ itsclf with extra sec-
urity cgainst 1ts own species, 1t lcft itself unable to cope with changing
conditionse Finally 1t lcy down & dled - lcaving only the fossilised
remeins of' 1ts synthetlic strengthe

| Editoricl notesi-
The term the Wwarfare Stetc wes first used by the lote Simone 'Well,
(Mathematiclen, Philosopher & Theologicn), she enalyscd how the . cconony

of advanced industricliscd societies --this vas in the days .of Btalin &

bt

Hitler & includcd Bussic & Germony -~ had becoae otc.:ta.--':mnagcd capltalisms ‘

0

.

& stressecd that whereas the prwvbtc enterprisc copltallsts engrred 1IN

o o : : : Ax 4
econonic compctition, the means of competition cpropriate to stctes was &:"‘“
is 1’.(:1’0

‘« 4
&

John 1s at onc point o Iittle optimistlc, the Tact thot elvilisns ™
heve not heord of new wegpons does not prove they don't exist; nuclear

pescaren 1301 neccsalty la

pog 80016 50 secbecy Inefficient, Bcss gets
out cbout the ochlogduats F

Lascer becams, P“"ChO-Cth"l,.LCul VWiecpons, Bace"

_&\' | .

continued at foot of puge thirtecen
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"bright" future in the Comuon Market |
Mike H:rbour
rench capltclism 1s windin: down the old incdustricl regilons of the North &
East (to sult thce demands of the @ommunity) - cozsl & iron mines with
ncighbouring textile mills, otate backed owners, under the title of
"npﬁpuruu of rucession” are ropidly closing down even profitable concerns
smeller unlts are bilng re-locatocd nearer newer forms of cnercye.

his must sound famili:r to ¢ lot of ex-miners, but in Common Merkst-France
the vorkers are regralnod to skillcd status, - into an overloaded work
markct, - "still we can't employ you, you're riddled with silicosis,

yovidcd you do:'t occupy your work plece, damago i1t, or pickct othecr form
of pow:r or incdustry thc bosscs, unions & capitelist-state are quite
happy with no fincncial optgoing ald while strikes continuc; & the Tories

¢ here wilil be ¢ble to-follow sult very soon with this fine D1t of leplsw
lation & Exccutivc action,

here 1s hop¢ - stemming froam way baek in the post~ilarshcll Pion policies, =
the ¢ffects of change hawe hacn to antaconise suburban fringe industricl
workcrs, workcrs mith sarll holdings, sme 1l pecsunts with phrt timec
1nductriul jobs & thesc gre cecting In conecrt with morc orthoddx factory
orgers,  brincin in fTond to strikcrs.

: | ¢ i
BEich lest glves o patterm for Telford, whet will happen to "our” cheep
Labour, GEN "country ’oumpci s” ul\,;m, note & rcmcmber what heppencd to
your ‘pay cloll, & know theo
Br

t work retionelisation (specd up) is qqually
(1L not mora) rampant in Francc, |
Yo ¢

Nufotiations

We hecar z lot fro“ Heath & Faulkncr of how the SDLP,- thc North-
ern lrish cqulvaelcent of the Labour Party - which has sgld that sines
eloctlons are ricred iIn Ulster and it connot posasibly get ¢ faelr hcecering
1t will withdraw Tfrow all . participotion in parilament, 1s playing the
coward - running awcy frou the negotiating table, "the worst sort of
cowardlcc of .¢ll,

But whoen the PPOVlQlOn L IRA doeclared an unilateral 72 hour
ceuse flre so ags to gilve the Britlish Torliecs an opportunity to .come to
the negoticting table and make somc offer to Ulster Catholics short of
the terror to whieh -they hiove been 8subjlected for Tifty ycars the

@nsver was thet the Governaent would not ncgotiate with armed mene.

The hypocrisy ls sickenings.
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‘ continued from pagec twelve

gFlologleal & blologlecl Viarfare research does not attract the same pub-
folby, -~ @ incidentally. thcer: hos been evidenco iﬁ the post that milit-
&L Tosearcin-hos beon dorne therc peid out of the Nation.l Health Service
Baret so that the finaneicl position is even worse thun John says

4 Looking at armiaments from ¢ locual viewpolnt « Therefore with Donn-
n-ton in mind, it immediatcly 1s obvious that one cannot disarm in isol-
&lon. Digermoment would oanly bu possiblu 1 there were sufficlent other

#elcl change cs to provent workers being thrown on the scrap-heap of un-

mployment. Morcover the GOVLTUant not mercly uscs ams to cuph£815u
e r, Lo inanee fecar of on outslder, bt also udcd the threat of the une
Moloynent to overcome the seruples of workers vho have no wish to meke

ﬂE mlicens to kill other viorkers




Virekin Ancrchist
VOLCE published by Virekin Libertari

~ 15 Albert road
Viellington Sa l

The VOICE belng iIntended cs ¢ loecl paper is ncturally ons-of a qpmber
of such pcperse There are ¢lso nationcl cnarchist journals & other
libertarian sociclist ones « for cnarchism overleps with many cur-
rents of Marxism and of pacifism, as well ¢s vwitkh much of what 1is
now called the Undcecrground Priss, | -

Various national pupers are avoileble (or could be obteoined) throuch the®

Wwrekin Libertarians: Frecdom & Peace News (anarchist & pecifist o
wecklies - 5p & 7p respvectively) are clso cvailable from The Bookst rg,
an Benk, VWellington, or th: publishers:- , 1 .
Mre:dom Bookshop, B8b Wwhitechapel Hligh St., Stepney, London Eil.
PN, Housmans Bookshop, =~ 5o Cgclcldndan road, London  N.Xs

Ancrchy (magfazine) cen be obtained from theze or from Libertaria Bookshop)
95 Wwest Green Road, London N. 15; ¢the Pacifist (also a monthly) |
from Frecdom, Peace Newg or the Peuce Pled, ¢ Union € Endslcigh St., |
London We C.l; which w:1ll also supply ¢ bil-monthly, Resurgence,

Most if not 2ll @narchist croups may be contacted through the Anarchist
Federction of Britain, 5 Hannafors road, Rotton Park, Birmingham; buf
there cre smcller federations concentrating on different work & pube
lishing their own materisl:i-

The Anarchist Syndicalist 4Llliance (syndicalists hopc to change
| soclety through industriacl strikc cction) c/o Libertaria Bookshoj
. or of Bob Lecs, 6 Conlston Ave., Oldham, Lancss;
The Syndicalist Workers! Federation c¢/o Frecdom Bookshop; |
The Black Flar cc: be contacted through Frecdom; 1
Minus One (Thec Individualist Group) 2 Orsett Tcrroce, London Weles;'
Ofrcnization of Revolutionary Lnerchists (whose baslc stetement is |
an expanded version of the VOICE!s) €8 Chingford Road, L'don E. ]
publishes Th: Newsletter from 65 Vine St., York ,

[ -

Other pacifist pepers ¢re chicIly christian, some denominational & interd
denomine tional ones are available from the Fellowship of Reconciliatiol
th: “nrliccn and other pocifist Fellowships, at 29 Gt. James St.,
loacon Ve Co 1ss Pox Christt (R.C.) from Borbarc vwall, 57 Ladbroke nd
Lendon Ve 1le, & thesc are clso aveileble ¢/ o Friends' Bookshop, Eusto
I‘O{.“.d, ?\;JoCol’ | '

dhe wmore libertarian Marxist papers avoilable cre: -

The British Morxist Hunonist 31 Balbegs Ste, Glaszow S.li.l o
The Soclalist 4 Kensington Ave.,, Cheltenham |
The Boclclist 8tundard 52 Clapham #irh St., London S.hi.4 ; |
Soclclist Current 202 Lgst Ferrvy Road, London E. 14; ‘

Libertcricn but not fittin,k any of thesc labels!-

Solidarity (o number of reglonal papers &« groups of the same nane)

27 Sendringham rde., London N.w.l

The Hydc Parlk Socialist 483 Gilbey o©t., London S. Vi« 16

Confrontation, & The Eondon Letter obteinable through Fre. dom

The Libertarian (pub. by Common Wealth) Scamps Cte., Pilton Sti,
Barnstaple, Devon,

Insidc Story 3 Belmont rd., London Sd..4

Tirekin Libertericr anddresses (besides #£lbert Rd.)

Mike'ﬁright Miks Ha rbour James Brownec
Flcak House 18 8t Chad's rd., 16 Kingsland .
The Rock Wellington lellington .

Dawlcy.

VOICE editorial mectings first Tuesdgy in the wmonth (Albcrt road)
other Libertaricn mectings on third Tuesdays, other Tucdays

socicl chate The editorial cxpressing the agreced views of the Wrekin
Libcrtarians wce signed as such, other signed artlicles are the resp-
onsibility of their cuthors, unsigned & pscudonomynous articlcs are
the rcsponsibility of the secretary - Leurcns Otter.
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