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The "free" world is not free, the "communist" WEW 0

world is not communist. We reject both: i 9 —

one is becoming totalitarian; the other is COMME”rs
Their current power struggle leads inexorably . ‘ .

to atomic war and the probable destruction | Published by The LIBERTARIAN LEAGUE

already so.
of the human race.

We charge that both systems engender sgervi-
tude. Pseudo-freedom based on economic .
glavery 18 no better than pseudo-freedom | il
based on political slavery.

The monopoly of power which is the state must
be eliminated. Government itself, as well
as its underlying institutions, perpetuates
war, oppression, corruption, exploitation,
and misery.

We advocate a world-wide society of communi-
ties and councils based on cooperation and - *
free agreement from the bottom ?federalism)
instead of coercion and domination Ifrom | | |
the top (centralism). Regimentation of | s
people must be replaced by regulation of ¥k
things. ' | g

..~
"

Freedom without socialism is chaotic, but so- | * %
cialism without freedom is despotic. Lib- | e,
ertarianism is free socialism.

These ideas are expanded upon in the provis-
ional statement of principles of the Lib-
ertarian League and in other 1literature | |
that will be supplied free on request.

l"

LIBERTARIAN LEAGUE | -
P.0O. Box 261, Coopér Station, | NO. 42 YA DECEMBER 1961 :
New York 3, N.Y. _ | | s




PERSECUTIONS IN FRANCE AND SPAIN

This year which marks the 25th anniversary of the Spanish
Revolution, has brought a great revival of activity by the
anti-totalitarian underground movements in Spain., The world
presas has reported numerous errests of liberal-Catholic Basque
Netionalists. We learn from underground sources that hundreds
of revolutionary workers of the 1llegal National Confederation
of Lebor (C.N.T.) and General Union of Workers (U.G.T.) have
been imprisoned in Barcelcna, Madrid and Sevilla,

Tens of thousands of Spanish exiles, most of them assoclated
with the C.N.T. and U.G.Ts have lived in Fragnce since the end
of the Civil War in 1939, To a considerable extent they have
integrated into the French commmity. Over large sections of
southern France, they were the backbone of the antli«Nazi"maquia"
during World War II., Over the years they have published several

newspapers that have circulated internationally and that have
also been smiggled into Spain itself., In France, these exlles
have served as a revolutionary leavening and as & counter-bal-
ence to Commmist Party influencs,

When General De Geaulle last re-assumed power it was feared that
he might tske asction against the Spanish exiles. This has now
become a reality. Three C.N.T. papers (Solidaridad Obrera,CNT
and Espafia ILibre) and El Socialista, organ of the Spanish Soc=-
1alist Party have just been suppressed. There has been a deal
between Franco and De Gaulle. Four French army men who had
taken refuge in Madrid following their debacle in Algeria, were
eéxlled by Franco to the Canary Islands. The French Government
reciprocated by taking action against the Spanish exiles in

' Frances A large but undetermined number of these fugitives
from Franco's terror have been jalled. In searching their

homes, letters and documents were found which were passed to

Franco's police, leading to arrests and tortures of underground
freedom fighters in Spain.

The international lsbor mevement nuast protest these new
repressions against the anti-totalitarien forces that have
so valiently defended the cause of freedom. Radlcals and
liberals everwhere must be saroused to defend the right of
these people to continue thelr struggle against a dlotator-
ship that 18 less bad than were those of Hitler and Stalin
only because it 1s wegker and more corrupt and because it
has had a more serious internal opposition.

De Gaulle must be made to respect the right of asylum of the
exiles in France. Franco mist be stopped from the lmprison-
ment and torture of those who fight for freedom inside Spain.
We in the United States must demand an end to Americaen milit-
ary and esonomic support for the rotten fascist regime of
Francisco Franco, This is part of the struggle to prevent
the further erosion of our own liberties.




®
DIRECT Action

THE SOUTH

When the Justioce Department stepped into the hoodlum

- and KKK attaocks on Freedom Riders last spring, there was
widespread cheering. Many people, such as the avid-type New
York ;ub reader, saw it as a promise that the Kennedy admin-
"istration was going to baok up other attempts at integration.
No such luck, of couwrse. After the second deating up of
these modern-day sbolitionists, Atterney General Robert Ken-
nedy stepped in, largely because it was making the U.8. look

bad overseas.

To the tune of several thousand dollars a day, 660 dep-
uties frem local states saw that Freedom Riders made it safe-
ly to the border of Alabame. (The Federal Government 1is
quick at dispatohing armed forces of any kind. It has, mean-
while, & headier weapon it has never used--the relinquishing
of those states' representation in Congress wherever there
{s an sbridgement of the Fourteenth amendment. But, as in
all states of this world, practice has long veered away from
constitutional directives. When the bus orossed the Ala-
bams border, however, the Kennedy twins washed their hands of
the matter, thus making it possible for the riders to be
jailed in Jackson, Mississippil.

The President then appesled to the Negro leaders to
call a %eooling off" periecd. PFor what purpose? 8o that
Burepean news readers will not hear more about these jail-
ings and attecks? But the daily acoumlation of insults and
poverties inflicted on the Negro pecple would not lessen.
The white supremacists comld enly be aided in having more

time to organize their violenes, while integration would suf- ;

fer a setbhack.

After the Emancipation Proclamation and the Civil War,
there has been a 100 year cooling off period. The Negroes
are not going to sool off a day longer. When they finally
win their full emancipeation, it will not some from govern-
ment intervention moving with all deliberate lack of speed,
but from direot action inocressed ten-fold in boyocotts, sit-
ins, and filling the jails.

BROOKLYN

The Clinton Hill apartments in Brooklyn house 1500 fam-
1l14es. Yet, despite their position in an otherwise integra-
ted commnity, they had never housed a Negro. The Brooklyn
Chapter of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) has doocu-
mented the experiences of Negroes seeking apartments there.
The usual procedure is to tell them that no apartments are
avallable, that the waiting list is very long, or if they

should register a complaint, a more subtle ruse. This is @
the showing of an apartment which i1s directly next to the el-
evated, which has no rent control, and whieh is twenty dol-
lars higher than other apartments in the develepment.

In early June, when one of the bona fide appliecants
was told that there were no veoancies, a ehesk was mamde with
& white ocouple, who were shown en availabdle apertment. CORE
immsdiately set up a pileket line and a sit-in inside the
realtor's offiee until she olesed.

On July first, I was present when the Negro applicant
returned with Gladys Harrington, CORE leader, and they were
told that the only available apartment was the one near the
el, which he had been shown after oomplaining to the Com-
mittee on Interracial Relations (COIR). Gladys told the real
estate agent, Miss Bradley, that this was a very clear case
of disorimination, and that CORE was now preparing to $ake
steps that would be embarrassing for all concerned, but which
would ROt be nesessary if thare was a change of poliey.

Miss Bradley swore that there was no polioy of any kind.
It seemed that while there were vacancies three weeks before,
now there was, mysteriously, a l1lis¢t of 1600 applicants.
Gladys persisted in $rying to get the woman to come to
terms, mentioning the wnfaverable pudblieity. Miss Bradley
finally left the room, continuing to see applicants, and
suggesting she was toe busy te talk with us. We made seven
requests that she resume her senversation with us, and began
owr sit-in as fifteen pickets sssembled outside. There were
five of uss Mr. Funnye, the original applicant, a consulte
ing engineer; Gladys, two girl students and myself.

Most of us wore CORE duttons, so it was obvious to
other applicants that we were there for some kind of appeal,
A palir of eollege boys expressed some sympathy for the plight
of the Negro applicants, enough to osuse the guards to let
them wait and usher in a new eouple of prospective applicants.
We explained that the boys had no affiliation with us. The
guards were annoyed with this effort as well, but took them
next. Meanwhile Mr. Funnye slipped out to get some sign
mterial. We began holding up sarads stating how long we had
been d?niod the ohance to talk. When he returned the guards
wouldn't let him in, saying the office was closed for the

day. However, it was not olosed |
. gy ’ ed for three more white people

At one=thlirty lMiss Bradley left for the day, Nobody
told us to leave, but the office was now officially closed.
Nobody else was let in, including a very angry secretary
who had an appointment for a job interview.

At about two-thirty a police captaln came, a pleasant
fellow who mainly wante to know what our plans were.

We told him that the plcketing would continue for four days
and we would stay inside as long as we could. He tried to
dlssuade us by telling us that the jalls were very uncom-
fortabley, but on the other hand, he advised us that if we
wanted to be arrested, seven o'clock was the best time, as

- Wwe would get a speedy trial in night courte However, he




O,
was not arresting us, although he would "be forced to as-
sist" if Miss Bradley arrested us., The guards were free
to forcibly remove us, whereby we would gain nothing but
the closing of the office. Since there were no orders
elther to arrest us or remove us, we simply stayed, with
the guards making it as uncomfortable as possible for us.
Filrst they prevented us from passing notes to people out-
slde by shutting the windows and drawing blinds. The
place became unbearably hot. It was eighty-five outside
that day,- We -found the floor the only cool place. . An=
other attempt to pass us sandwiches was thwarted. But
the major humiliation was the refusal to let us go to the
tollets. Food and alr were dispensable for a while.

In the evenling the police captaln returned. Agaln
he suggested that we exhaust all legal methods of com=
plaint, We said that we had. But why would we not ac=-
cept the Inferlor apartment as a partial victory for in-
tegration? But, we insisted, the peeple did not want
thls apartment. Police guards were set up, one outside,
one in, with them alternating every half hour. Generally,
the pollice were friendly witk us, joking, discussing.

Not so the guards,

The police began to make bets that the two girls
about twenty would not-last till midnight., I fully expec=
ted myself that at some point in the night I would have to
announce that my bladder would not take it any longer and
leave those remalning to carry on,

Meanwhile Gladys began to whisper a plan, that she
had some sort of plastic bag we could use as a tollet re-~
ceptacles, We dldn't get around to using it till 9:00,

It was a large purse with a plastic lining. The girls be-
gan the procedure, We tried to persuade the policeman to
leave the room, He insisted he was stationed here, tut
went to the window, I began singing to cover up. The
girls used my coat as a door. Before I knew 1t, it was all

over. I had been looking out the window and hadn't really
noticed, :

After we had all used the bag, I think the police
and all realized that there was really nothing now that
could prevent us from stayinge And one can go three days
without water,

At eleven pem, a police deputy commissioner arrived,
After talking in the back office, he asked us what our
demands were, We said that Negro applicants would have
to be granted cholce apartments, He asked us if we would
consider a meeting of Miss Bradley with COIR as a victory
worthy of calling off our demonstration, For one, we were
hesitant to consider Miss Bradley as fully responsible,
Also, we wanted some impartial persons present, We agreed
finally to any person whom management felt represented its
view, We insisted, however, that this would not be a gen-
eral hearing, but would specifically be on the issue of
using the ruse of the inferior apartment, Also, we insis~
ted that the hearing take place within the next five days.

HAVE YOU CONTRIBUTED TO
SUPPORT “VIEWS AND COMMENTS”?

Having won these points, we called off our sit-in. The (:) 11
police asked if we would call off the pickets.e We did not |
answer immediatelye. The pickets remained to apply pres= |
sure over the entire July Lth weekend,

Shortly after this, the first Negro tenant moved in.

e ————

Sean Mitchell
SRR R

DEPRESSION IN EAST KENTUCKY

s COAL MINERS, POVERTY AND SOPS

The hiltoi-y of the Eastern Kentucky Labor Movement 1is
rioh in heroic struggles, names like Harlan and Hazard, raise
plotures of mever=-ceasing bloodletting, strikes, and dynamite.

Today, the piloture is almost as sad as in the thi:;tles.
The mountains are listed, politely, as "Depressed Areas™ by
the Kennedy Frontlersmen.

The mich touted plans for the mountain coalemining re-
gions have not materialized and there is no indication
thet they ever will, If you are lucky you may wait in queus
for a few packages of surplus rice, slightly rotten flour and
a promise of "meat™ next time.

The miner works an average of three days a week 1if he
is one of those fortunate enough to be still on the company
roles and not "eut off". The best homes are little more than
shacks, sll painted the same dismal yellow or grey. The next
best do not have paint. Water supplies are still the well in
the back-yard, where also stands the "privy". The cost of
living in the mountains is the highest in Kentucky. There 1s
practically no farming in the mounteins, for the simple rea-
son that you cannot farm on a 60% grade. Hence, almost ev-
ory item of food, clothing, ete., mist be brought in over
poor and treacherous roads.

The major activity these days of the United Mine Work-
ers Union is begging the U. S, Steel and International Hare
vester Companies to keep the mines open. The UMW has de-

voted $2,000,000 to research for more efficient mining teche
nigues and in the search for new uses for coal.

Yet, there is hope for the miners. Some very encoure
aging trends exist in the 1wuntains which keep the spark of
Solidarity alive. For example, the labor movement is not
crippled by white chsuvinism. There is little racial dis-
orimination against the relatively large Negro population.
There are some deep rooted reasons for this.

The mountain people were totally untouched by the ine
stitution of miman slavery and thus lacked the deep-rooted
raclal prejudice of the other southerners. Also, the moun- -




$ains were places where a firm belief in freedom and indi-
vidualism prevailed. A man was judged by his work, not the

color of his skin. Thus, there is little prospeat of the
miners being divided by the introduction of racist propaganda.

One very important feact is the aforementioned individ-
uality of the freedom-loving mountain people; who are still

notorious for their disregard for laws, taxes, and "Revenoco-
ers”., The trend here is towards tolerance and individualism,

and a healthy disrespect for officiasldom and government from
the outside.

The people are essentially rooted in Unionism, and
the more militant, the better they enjoy it. They know
what a fighting union can do for them and, I think, are reae-
dy to support such a movement.

Discouraging factors are not to be ignored. Ignorance
and 1lliteracy still prevail. And people are distrustful of
strangers and "furriners™. On the other hand, they are
flercely patriotic, seldom do they have to draft anyone to
meet quotas. In faot, after Kennedy's Berlin speech, 300
volunteers showed up at the draft office in Pikeville. EooO=
nomically, Eastern Kentucky appears to have a dark future.

Still, an element of revolt is smouldering and could conceiv-
ably errupt at any time. |
Jim Williams

“mination of those who will not oconform to :the new ;4103'-.‘-“.“"/‘

‘To assume the diresct participation of the peoples .in .all of . |

The Game of Chicken

412 N. Third St., West
Mt. Vernon, Iowa
April 13, 1961

Mr. John F. Kennedy
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Kennedy:

The late John Foster Dulles followed
a policy of “negotiation from strength”
and said his “successful” foreign poli-
Cy was one of going to the brink of
war without actually going over. What
he meant was that he used the threat
of war to coerce those he was “nego-
tiating” with to accept his position.

The analogy of going to the brink
of a precipice is not accurate, for oth-
er powerful nations are also involved.
They also negotiate from strength. The
Soviet Union, for instance, did that
when England, France and Israel in-
vaded Egypt in 1956. A better analogy
is the game of “Chicken’’ which some

- young automobile drivers used to play.

When two nations negotiate from
strength with each other, each. tries to
make the other think it will g0 to war
if the other does not swerve from its
foreign policy. Each tries to make the
other think it is going right straight
ahead on a certain policy and that it

will go to war if that other gets in the
way. Each tries to make the other
chicken out.

Even this analogy is not quite accu-
rate. Each automobile driver knows
the other is going to swerve. The inter-
national .game of chicken is a failure
for the nation involved if the other
knows it will swerve instead of going
straight ahead. The trick is to try to
make the other nation swerve without
going to war and without swerving
oneself. Obviously, this is difficult for

two opposing nations to do at the same
time.

How can some automobile drivers
be so stupid?

I notice that your Administration is
also staking the future of civilization
on the successful outcome of the game
of chicken. You are spending more for
military weapons for that purpose.
You are playing chicken in Laos.

I do not think I need to dwell on the
idiocy of those actions. I do not think
I need to labor the point that I am
justified in not helping pay for those
suicidal policies. As in past years I
am not paying any income tax nor am
I making any report of my income.

Sincerely yours,
Walter Gormly

The Peacemaker  April 22, 1961
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- the workers and techniocians -- THAT IS REVOLUTION.

i AR FoR f"ahfte'd from ;Aoozion Iibertaria = @
CUBA by o g’;;".n of the Argentine Libertarian rgdgrqtion
D — Buenos Aires, July 1961 o1t
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" REVOLUTION AND COUNTER-REVOLUTION '+
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ols impetus of a people that oyerthrows a dlgtatorsh.r
23 E;;ola the tyrant and his assasins =- THAT IS RWQW;*?. e

‘ But to assume sbsolute power in order to ascomplish by dio=-.

tatorial methods that whisch the recently liberated. .peo_plg

. 3

 should themselves do =- THIS IS COUNTER-REWOLUTION. . . <

To olense the sountry of the abuses of the regime that has (
bQ‘nF. 0vtorthr‘o'n == THAT IS R“OLWIOHQ G B i LA |

'.:') o ” :

But to establish terror for the shameless, pitiless exter-
ship =- THIS IS GOUNTER-REVOLUTION.

the new oreations end accomplishments =-- TmT . IS REYVOLUTION.
x di taﬁe by decree how thinga‘ ahould bs done and to

Eﬁa&gze étha aozonp‘lishmcntl under the iron control of. the /

State =~ THIS IS COUNTER-REVOLUTION. L e 2N L,

'
»

m, organizing them
To seize the lands for those who work them, organlzing
in free pessant comminities == THAT IS REVOLUTION. |

But to twist the Agrarian Reform, exploliting the guajiro as
an employee of the National Institute of Agrarian Reform -- [
THIS IS COUNTER-REVOLUTION. |

To expropriate capitalist enterprises, turning them over to

But to sonvert them into State monopolies in which the pro-
ducer's only right is to obey -- THIS IS COUNTER-REVOLUTION._ .-

To eliminate the 0ld armed forces such as the army and the
police «- THAT IS REVOLUTION.

" But to establish obligatory militias and maintain an army |
subservient to the governing olique =- THIS IS COUNTER«REV- /

OLUTION.

To oppose foreign intervention in the lives of the people,
and gzpudiate all imperialism -- THAT IS REVOLUTION.

But to deliver the country to some foreign poiera under the
pretense of defense against others -- THIS IS corm'rm-nxvom/ _

TION. - , | .
To permit the free expression and activity of all truly revo- *
lutnnary foroces and tendencles =« THAT IS REVOLUTION.

Y
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- But to recognize only one single party, persecuting and ex-

~ terminating as countere-revolutionaries, those who oppose com- APPROACHES TO TODAY'’S PROBLEMS

- mnist infiltration and domination =« THIS IS COUNTER-REVOLU-

B o | A e —

| To make the University a magnificent center of culture 06;- In any healthy movement based on revolutionary ideas

' trolled by the proreaZOra, ﬁumi and students -- Tm&' 18 and aimed at social renovation, differences of a theo=

"~ REVOLUTION. | retical and practical nature arise and must be resolved.

Unless essential agreement is reached, 11tt1: pgzgr:;st

But to oconvert the University into an irnstrument of governe can be made, We therefore welcome the opportunity at a
mental policy, expelling -ndyperaeouting those who 'gu net recent letter from Gaston Leval gives us to present our

.~ submit == THIS IS COUNTER-REVOLUTION. | ideas on several fundamental matters of policy and ap-
To raise the standard of living o Gaston Leval, the essential points of whose letter

- .own produotive efforts 1nap1rog b; :;‘: ;:::;:; :ohi‘::g E?oir are -printed below, has for decades been one of the out-

standing militants of the international anarchist move-=-

T IS ON. .
THAT IS RBVOLIJTIO! ment, His group, the Mouvement Soclalliste Libertaire,

| - ublishes the monthly "Cahiers du Socialisme Libertaire"
g‘;;‘::r;mlt):;;ug:.ufl;ogr:ﬁg::d'gz Sizggragon;g; ;gdcm i ;()Boite Postale 92, Bureau Centrale, Neuilly, Selne,
REVOLUTION. - e France), The questions ralsed are of extreme pertinence

not only to the international libertarian movement, but

| To establish schools and combat 1lliteracy -- THAT IS REVOLU- to all those concerned with the basic problems of our

| TION. times. e e, B AL PO L BB B S 4

" But to indoetrinate the children in the adoration of 'the dic-
tator and his close associsates, militarizing these children “
in the service of the State =~ THIS IS COUNTER-REVOLUTION. .

. yal

Letter from Gaston Leval

J

Esteemed Comrades of Views and Comments:

Recently I received issue no. 39 of your magazine and
To give the lsbor unions full freedom to organize and admine v appreciate ygur kindness in sending it to me, I am anx~

;;:;’I§§§g33¥§;’ as the basic organs of the new esonomy -- ious that your efforts in favor of our ideas meet with the
LUTION. greatest success, and therefore feel it necessary to polint
out certain discrepancies. As you will understand, this

But to stamp these with the seal of subordination to the is done with the friendliest intentions.
dominant regime -« THIS IS COUNTER-REVOLUTION. / Let us take an example, On the baclg cover of "Views
| and Comments" the first paragraph says, "The !'free' world
'{: :g" the countryside with new constructive peoples' organ=- 1s not free; the 'communli).s’c \%orld is not communist. Fun-
ations of every sort, stimlating free initiative within damentally they are identical: one becoming totalitarian,
them -- THAT IS REVOLUTION. the other already so."
e know very well that the material, moral and in=-
Egttgg ggg?::l‘lililt them or inhibit their astion, chaining them tellectual slavery that exists in Russia, in the satelllte
. e @ and to the organisms of State power -~ THIS P countries and in China, cannot be compared with whatever
UNTER-REVOLUTION. oL persecutions we may suffer in the West. Neither you your-
7 selves, nor anyone else in the West 1s subject to such
- To ocall on the solidarity of all peoples, of the decent men persecution,
and women of the World, in support of the revolutionary peo- The Bolshevik regime has not only exterminated our
Ple who are building a new life =< THAT IS REVOLUTION. comrades: it has liquidated all of the parties, all of the
men, and all of the ideological currents that were in dis-
But tg identify with Russian totalitarianism as g "Sooialist egreement with the dictatorship of the group in power, It
State™ of the type acceptable to the Soviet Empire =- THIS IS has wiped out whole populations to supply cheap labor for
COWM-REVOLM‘ION. g the organization of its war industries, and for the monu-
| | | | | | | mental projects that characterize all such regimes of force,
All those forward steps that were taken by the Cuban people Approximately 30,000,000 men, women and children were thus
under the banner of liberty, which shown forth as a great condemned to die, surrounded by the most atroclous condi-
g;g&%i'oﬁll the Americas and for the World, WAS THE CUBAN tions of existence-=~the bitter sub-arctic cold, the physi-

cal exhaustion, disease, hunger and desperation, The con-
The bl centration camps have come to hold at one time between fif-
ocody dioctatorship of Fidel Castro and his clique, what- teen and twenty million condemned prisoners and deportees,

ever the mask it may wear or the ob eativ Und Czari th b never passed 72,000 at the time
have, IS THE REAL COUNTm-REVOI.UI‘IgN. es it may claim to T . er rism, e number p ‘7 299V
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bf greatest repression, and there were only 32,000 politi-

cal deportees at the time of the Russian revelution.

At the close of World War II large populations were
forcibly displaced, The German-speaking inhabitants of
large areas were hurriedly sent to regions where no prepa-
rations had been made to receive them, In the process,
2,000,000 men, women and children died of hunger, physical
exhaustion and disease, -

Now then, you know very well that there 1is still in
Russia a dictatorship that is worse than the dictatorships
of Franco or Mussqlini. Literature, the theatre, the cine-
ma, sculpture, higstory--in short, all, without exception,
of the intellectual production is under rigid govermmental
eontrol, To the general intellectual and moral slavery 1is
added a miserable standard of living, which recent travel-
ers estimate to be only about one=third that of France,

You know well that those people who have been able to
escape from Russia have sought refuge in the U.S.A. and
other countries of the West and that if the borders of Rus-
sla were opened, millions of its inhabitants would leave
the country. Without the presence of Russian cannon and
Russian tanks, the peoples of Hungary, Poland, East Ger=-
many and other countries would openly rebel, They are held

down and forced into silence by a permanent regime of ter-

ror. Hundreds of millions of men and women are kept in

subjection by the ever-present fear of imprisonment, depor=-
tation and death. |

In view of all this, howﬁcan you say that the two sys~

‘tems are "fundamentally identical™? How, then, ecan sueh an

affirmation be made in referring to the Bolshevik dictator-
ship, which 1s in many respects worse than fascism, worse

than the Nazl dictatorship itself? |

. I8 1t because it has appropriated the "communist" la=-
bel? Must we also be the victims of words, of that verbal
decelit so often used to confuse the candid? A regime must
be judged not by the name that it gives to itself, but by
the crude patent realities of its own nature. We have no
need to make concessions to those who decelve=~=or try teo
deceive-=the whole world, | o

 Furthermore, i1f 1t be said thet the ".ine of develop=
ment" is in the direction of a system similar to the Bol=-
shevlik system, then any citizen who reflects will think, as

I and others think, that there is no proof for such an ag-

sertion, 1In Russia the regime 1s a result of consciously
applied "political and governmental principles." In the U.S8.
and the West in general, these particular principles do not
constitute the philosophical and juridical basis of the po=
litical forms that are applied, | &
If, on the other hand, you say that as a consequence. of
the preparations for a new world wer, the road towards 'ty
gradual introduction of statist totalitarianism is being ta-
ken, the reply of any person with sense would be that this

course is not being taken purposely by the desire of the po-'

1litical parties and the rulers, but rather as a result of
the measures of defense made necessary by Russian imperial-
i1sm and Russian attacks. | B

It 1s not a matter of crying "Long Live Capitalismi"
nor of confusing oneself with the capitalists and the defen~-

_ders of the system of exploitation of man by man--an exploi-~-

fation that happens to be worse in totalitarian natlons than@

i1t is in others. But we must avoid going from one extreme
to the other. One must criticize the dcfects of the capi-
talist regime, of the parliamentary system, etc., but 1t 1is
an error and a falsification to claim that these defects are
as great as are those of the totalitarian or statist-totali-
tarian gystems. It is an error to concentrate all of our
criticism against capitalism and denounce with at least equal
energy the system on the other side of the Iron Curtalne
Once again, pardon these expressions of opinion §gd;be-
lieve in the sincere fraternal spirit that has motivated thems

' GASTON LEVAL
Comment:

We are, of course, in agreement with many points raised
by eur comrade Leval, We summarize these points so that we
can limit the discussion to opinions with which we are 1in
sharp disagreement. We agree with Leval's indictment of the
"communist” totalitarian system., We hate all dictatorships
and have said so repeatedly in "Views and Comments.". We
shall continue to do so. We are glad to print Leval's elo=
quent exposé of the Bolshevik distatorship because it 1s
good propaganda; this proves that we are not "making con=
cessions to those who deceive.." We are acutely aware of
the horrible realities concealed under the communist label,
We are not blinded by sectarianism, and recognize the obvi-
ous fact that there is more "freedom," or more accurately,
less dictatorshipys in the capitalist democracies. Comrade
Laval, we are sure, will agree that from an anarchist point
of view, the first part of our statement, "The !free! world
is not !'freet'; the !'communist world is not 'communist!." is
true,

Our disagreement with lLeval concerns his mistaken in=-
terpretation of the second part of the statement: "Funda-
mentally they are ldentical: one BECOMING totalitarian, the
other already so.," We call his attention to the word BE~
COMING., This means that while the capitalist States are not
the same as the totalitarian States, they are evolving 1in
that direction., This does nct mean that the Capitalist De~
mocracies will eventually be transformed into EXACT REPLICAS
of the Russien or Chinese Totalitarian States. (To avold
confusion on this point, readers will note that we have clari=
fied the wording on the back cover of V & C,)
| The EXTERNAL forms that the Totalltarian States may
take will be determined by the historical background, the
economic and political condl%lions and the relations with
other govermments, These forms will further be determined
by the inner struggles of power blocs for control of the
State, and from the powerful cumulative mass pressure of
the submerged peasants, workers, students and other elements,
The Yugoslav variety of "communism," for example, differs
from the Russian brandj it 1s nevertheless a totalitarian
State, The death of Stalin and the emergence of Khrushchev

. 8ignaled a change in the FORM of the Russian dictatorship,

but it, also remains a totalitarian State, If the direc-
tion of the Democratic States 1s not reversed, they, too,
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@will fipally develop their own type of totalitarian social

system, As the Democratic States evolve towards totalitari-
anism, they take on certain basic totalitarian characteris~-
tics. As the differences between dictatorshlp and democracy
narrow, the resemblances between the two types of States
grows closer because they are FUNDAMENTALLY identical,

We derive our judgment from the nature of the State in
general and from the totalitarian tendencies of the Capi-
talist Democracies in particular. The State is a parasitic
institution feeding on the body of society, Every State
drives to monopolize power. In the process of conquering,
holding and expanding that power, the State suppresses op-
position and obliterates economic, political, social and
personal liberty. States are totalitarian or democratic to
the extent they monopolize power and limit the area of free-
dom. States differ in DEGREE, but the ESSENCE of the State
remains CONSTANT, This is by no means a full definition of
the State, but it 1s sufficient for the purpose of this ar-
ticle,

The history of modern society is to a large extent the
story of the expansion and centralization of power in the.
State institutions. Comrade Leval does not think that there
1s proof for the assertion that Democratic Capitalism 1is de-
veloping in a totalitarian direction. He supports his oein-
ion on the grounds that the "philosophical and juridical
basis of Democratic States differs from the consclously ap=-
plied political and governmental principles of the Bolshe-
vik dictatorships. It is true that in democratic countries
like the U.S., the centralization of power developed more
slowly because the liberal traditions that Laval refers to
prevented the State from growing faster., But he does not
seem to appreciate the fact that there are TWO conflicting
traditions which shaped American society: the tradition of
political, social and individual liberty and strict limita-
tion of state power stemmed from the libertarian thought of
the 18th century., In France it was expressed in the Decla=
ration of the Rights of Man, In America it was codified in=-
Yo the Billl of Rights. This is the tradition of men like
Tom Paine, the tradition that was so eloquently described by

the Anarchist Voltairine de Cleyre in the pamphlet "Anarchism
and American Traditions,"

But there is another, opposite traditlion, which es~-
capes the observation of many foreign, and we are sorry to
say, all too many American observers, This traditlon can
be traced to the framers of the Constitution who were ar-
dent Statists and believed in centralization of power,

They did not even incorporate the Bill of Rights into the
first draft of the Constitution. They were later forced to
attach these principles to the Constitution in the form of
amendments. The Statists did all they could to prevent the
people from directly controlling the government., They em=
ployed such devices as the electoral college to choose pre-
gidents, election of senators by state legislatures and
other evasions. There 1s the tradition of slavery, of ex-
ploitation of indentured servants, of foreign and native
workers, of imperialism and militarism, There is a vast
literature on this subject, e.ge "An Economic Interpreta-
tion of the Constitution,”" by the eminent historian, Charles
Beard, and "The Workers in American History," by James Oneal,

-

The American sociologist C. Wright Mills, in his book,
The Power Elite, tells us: "Since 1776 America engaged in
seven roreign wars, four years of civil war, besides innu=-
merable fights with the Indians." (one of the darkest pages
in American history - ed.) "..ein addition to intermittent
displays of violence in China and subjugating the Carribean,
and parts of Central America...about half of the thirty-
three who have been President of the United States have had
military experience of some sort (Kennedy, the thirty-fourth,
was & naval officer - ed.), six have been career officers,
nime were generals,"” Mills then quotes the magazine of the

~__ buginess elite (Fortune, 1935): "The United States Army since ... .
i ”'T7;6 has filched more square miles of the earth by military

conquest than any country in the world, except Britain.," It

may be remarked, in passing, that the Monroe Doctrine, pro-

¢laimed in 1823, staked out all of Central and South America
as "happy hunting grounds" of early American imperialism,

With modifications, it still remains part of the foreign poli=-

¢y of the U.S.

From thirteen colonies on the eastern seaboard, the Amer-

l1can imperialism has conquered a continent and become the

strongest power in the world. The "free" .world is supporting

the dictatorships 1n Franco's Spain, Portugal, Formosa, the
seml~-fascist De Gaulle in France, the slave-holding govern=-
ment of Saudl Arabia and other despotisms in the Middle East,
At different times our "free" democracy has supported Syngh=
man Rhee in South Korea (he was later kicked out by his own
people), dictators Trujillo, Batista, Jiminez, Peron and
other tyrants., The list 1s endless,

Now American Capitalism is engaged in the economic colo-
nization of the "free" world., Instead of exporting finished
goods to other countries, U.S. capitalism is now manufactu=
ring steel, automobiles, farm machinery, chemicals, textiles,
and a wide range of other products in Europe and parts of
Asla, Latin America and Africa., American Capitalism owns or
Indirectly controls gigantic industrial combines everywhere.

The Wall Street Journal (December 3, 1959) graphically
describes the situation. The article is headlined: "Yank

Plants in Europe Multiply to Tap Vast Market, Aveid Tar=

iffs," "The drift of American corporations into Europe's
nascent market is turning into a stampede...Yanks already
on the scene are waving newcomers on, asserting profits
are more prodigious and marketing prospects more pregnant
than those back home," Another inducement, accerding to
the Wall Street Journal (November 6, 1959) & ",.the flight
of Yankee capital to distant shores, lured by the eye~- |
popping ablility of workers in other industrial nations to
live quite comfortably on wages that seem by U.S, stan=
dards to be startlingly low,

~ What kind of democracies are these which exploit =
others and help tyrants enslave mankind? What has become
of the vaunted principles of freedom, justice and equality

which are supposed to underly the "philosophical and juri-

dical basis" of the"U.S.A. and the West in general?" The
conduct of States is not guided by moral and ethical cen-
giderations., When their interests are threatened (which

1s most of the time) they will unite with the devil hime

self to promote their ambitions.

"




.'¢ On the home front the functions of society are being

centralized intdé the apparatus of the State. This 1is mot -
a new development, It stems from the nature of the State . .
itself, . According to the Wall Street Journal: "Since 1800 .
the populdation has increased 3l times. In these 150 years -
the number of tivilian employees of: the. federal government .
has increased 18,000 times," .. - -7 - 4 o ee
_.° 'The tendency toward centralization of power has been ;-
speeded up by past wars and preparations for new conflicts;. .
modern wars cannot be waged without the establishment of a
war econhomy. Another factor was the welfare program which

the Federal and States governments initiated. The purpose . :
of welfare was ‘to supply some of the needs of the restless .

masses in order to prevent them from upsetting the stabil=-.

1ty of the :State., The fires of revolution must be. gquenched

: »
o uF

with*bowls of soups, -

The dééfoe of eentralization is assuming gigentic pro-

porticns.. The Labor movement is an unoffical part of the

State. Artmr Goldbery, the famous labor lawyer 1s the new .

Sesretary. of Lebor. He pledged himself to enforce even the

anti-lgbor laws. The military apparatus, the largest and
most expensive branch of the government, the sclentific mach-
ine and & big part of the educational system, the televisionm,
radio and other organs of mess indoctrination -- all these
and many more imstitutions are gradually being integrated in-
to the vest énd complex maschinery of the State. Through 1ts
taxing power, its regulatory agencles, its complicated net=
works. of welfare departments, its expanding legal and espion-
age labryinths, the State is meking every indlividual depend-
ent upon it. More and more the fate of the people 1s being
decided by the relatively few men who econtrel the monstrous
bureaveratic apparatus in all its ramifications. The area of
direct participation of the individual in public matters di-
rectly affecting him has been steadily diminishing.

The war economy and preparations for war is inoreasing
the power of the military machine over the economic and po-
1litical 1l1life of the country.

In "The Community of Fear®, Harrison Brown waras,
"Phere is little doubt that the armed services exert more
sontrol over the Congress than that body exerts over the De-
fense Department. Indeed, the military elite 1s clearly in
a position to assume sontrol over the political command of
the U, S. striking foreces if there are signs of weakness in

U. S. foreign relations.”

Even ex=-President Eisenhower, who is in a position to
know, is alarmed. In his farewell speech he warned:

"We have been compelled to create a permanent arma-
ments industry of vast proportions. Added to this,
three and a half million men and women are directly
engaged in the defense establishments. We annually
spend on military security alone more than the net
inoome of all United States Corporations.”

Eisenhower warns that the power of the "immense mili-

tary esteblishment and large arms industry" permeates all so-

“« -u

&

cial life and involves "the very structure of our society.®
He says, "We mist guard against the unwarranted scquisition
of power by the military-industrial complex. The potential |

for the dlsastrous rise of misplaced power exists and will
persist. "

The power of the industrial military complex demands
scientific education and research on a grand scale, financed
by the federal government and controlled by the warlerds.
Eisenhower added, "The prospect of dominsation of the nstion's
scholars by federal employment project allocations and the

power of money 1s ever present ... public policy ocould itself
become the captive of a scientific-technological elite."”

We mist agree with the oconclusions of Professor C.
Wright Mills., In comparing the capitalist democracies to
the totalitarian regimes, he declares, "In surface ideology
they apparently differ; in strusture, trend, and in official
aotion they become increasingly alike. ... Not ideology, but
industrial and military technology, geared to total war may
well determine that the dreams of each will in due eourse be

found in the realities of the other."™ (In "Phe Causes of
World War IIIY™) :

Comrade Leval is wrong. The proof that American democ-
racy, spurred by the war effort, is vast developing in a to-

talitarian direction is overwhelming. He soccuses us of "cone
centrating all of our oriticism against capitalism and not

denouncing with at least equal energy the system on the other
side of the iron ocurtain."™ If we seem to overstress the de-
feots of American capitalism, it is because many of our read-
ers complain that we don't deal enough with domestic problems.

But our disagreement with Leval 1s more fundamental then a
mere matter of emphasis,

Leval argues that, "If you say that as a eonsequence
of the preparations for a new world war, the rosad towards a
gradual Introduction of statist totalitsrianism is being take
en...this course is not being taken purposely by the desire
of the political parties snd rulers, but rather as a result

of the measures of defense made necessary by R -
alism and Russian attaoks." y by Russian lmperi

We do not know whether Leval realizes the implications
of this statement. He 1s, in effect, denying themsory exist-
ence of Western imperialism. To suggest such an assumption
is not only an "error and falsification”, 1t 1is to complete-
ly misunderstand the nature and direction of the evil forces
that are shaping the history of our tragioc era! Totalitarisn
imperialism grew in the soil Prepared for it by decaying
Western imperialism. It turned the nationalistic revelutions
to its owm account. It exploited the sentiment for social
change by infiltrating and gaining key positions within those
;ow elements. Chins was lost to the West by default. While
ussia did gain some power by physical attack--most of the

influence outside of its boundaries was
unconsciousl
willingly expedited by the Western demooracies. e

Comrade Leval says, "That it 1s not a matter of orying

Long Live capitalism." or confusing oneself with the capital-
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1sts and the defenders of the system of exploitation of man

by men." His remarks, however, oreate the very confusion that

he 1is trying to aveid! -

Let us see where Leval's reasoning leads. Demooratioc
Capitalism is not developing in a direotion similar to Bol-
shevism. There 1s more freedom under Capitalism than under
Bolshevism. The attacks of Russian Imperialism are forcing
the Capitalist Demoocracies to defend themselves by preparing
for a war that they do not want and 4id not provoke. If a
war breaks out, we mist be on the side of the *free" world
because a8 little freedom is better than none at all. The
Demooratic Capitalists cannot win the war unless they prepare
for 1t. We must therefore endorse all the politicel, econom-
ic and military policies which war preparation demends. We
do not like to say that Leval advocates the bankrupt
theory of the ¥lesser evil", but we cannot draw any other
oonclusions from the logiec of his contentions.

We do not want to be a party to this confusion. We re-
Jeot the implications of Leval's letter.

For the sake of olarity we will summarize the position
of the letter. We know that Russian Imperialism is ¢trying
to defend 1ts vast empire. It cannot feel secure if it is
encircled by hostile powers from without, and seething dis-
content from within. It cannot feel secure unless it elimine

ates all actual and potential enemies. This means that it
mst annex or contirol the rest of the world.

But what is the "Demooratic" world trying to defend?
The answer 1s obvious. Demoeratio Cepitalism is faced with
economio strangulation. It 1s determined, come what may, to
regain the foreign markets behind the iron curtain and pre-
vent the Russian bloc from flooding that market with lower
priced goods and services. Cepitalism cannot tolerate & con-
stricted foreign market. The Russian power bloc must be elie

minated. Expand or die! This is the law of Capitalism and
the State. Expansion means war!

The slogan, "Prevent World War Three" is misleading.
Both power blocs are already struggling for the dominstion
of the world. The fact is that the "00ld™ war 1s being
waged on the political, economic and propaganda fields, and
in & limited way, militarily. The armed camps are moving ine
to position for the final phase of the sonflioct, a general
shooting war. Can the rival imperialist war bloes prevent
the "00ld" war from turming into a "hot" war? The answer is
NO, The madness of war reflects the insanity of our statie
fied political and esconomic institutions. Homicidal maniacs
are capable of committing acts that reasonable men abhor.
The history of the world proves that the State is capable of
following the example it sets for its unbalanced sitizens.
Modern technology has made it possible to set off a nuclear

war by accident, or by the command of a few twisted men em=
powered to meke the fatal decision.

We do not want anyone to think that we underestimate
the value of those freedoms which have not yet been taken

away from us. It is precisely because we want to preserve
and extend them that we oppose the institution of the State.

Demooratic Stetes cannot wage war unless they adopt
certain totalitarian forms. War only deepens the built-in
tendenoy of the State to centralize power and restrict free-
dom. In addition to the legal restrictions on individual
rights, there are dark forces in American society, that are
acting on their omm. A vast network of hate groups, eonsist-
ing of racists, anti-semites, would be imitators of Hitler .
and Mussolini, and others, are waiting for a chance to strike
for power.

Under these circumstanoces to choose Democratic Capit-
alism as the lesser evil is to re-enforce the reactionary
war ocamps by giving aid and comfort to the very elements who
would profit by the establishment of open totalitariean forms
in America. To pick one side or the other is like asking a
man whether he prefers death by hanging or shooting. No
amount of doubletalk about defending Demceratis "welfare"

Capitalism or the Russian brand of State Capitalism can ob-
soure this basic reality. ;

-

We love life and we are not obliged to accept mmrder. .
There is still time to stop war. The people of the world
do not want war. Everywhere the resistence to war is ine
oreasing. A oconsiderable "Third Camp" peace movement exists,
We will encourage and help orystalize this movement, by ex=
plaining our ideas to 1ts members. We must continually
warn agelnst the peril of alignment with either ocamp.
Within the framework of our principles and to the extent of

our agreement, we will cooperate with other organizations in
effeotive enti-war aotion.

The antiewar movement will be powerless unless it works
outside the orblt of the State and statist oriented organiza-
tions such a8 the United Nations. It will remsin sterile if
it confines itself to fringe activities and does not ally ite-
self with a rejuvenated labor movement. The workers of the

world cen stop war. The workers meke the goods of war and
man machinery of slaughter.

We say to the American workers, "Turn a deaf ear to
the siren calls of your union officials who would lead zou
to sertain oatastroghe on the road of the "lesser evil.

What good are "high" wages, much of which are swallowed up
by high prices and taxes for war, what good are the pension
plans, the health programs, the autos, televisions gnd re-
frigerators on which the boss class holds the mortgage, 1f
all these gains will go up in #moke when the big bombs begin
to fall? %ot our voices ring louder than the atom bombs
that exploded over Hiroshima, Nagasakl and the Nevada flats:
louder than the volces of the warmongers on both sides of
the Iron Curtaini!

CHANGE THE SYSTEM THAT BREEDS WAR!

BUILD A NEW WORLD WORTHY OF THE CREATIVE GENIUS OF
MANKIND=--OR PERISH!!




! 14 ‘ ‘ promise that we will have to sacrifice amd sacrifice...for

what? But of course--for freedom.,
: U.S. SUPREME COURT LAYS AN EGG There is some comfort in the fact that this injustice
‘ —— paSSQd the SUDTGme Sourt by the narrow LaYglll 0l O to 4, indi-

cating considerable doubt us to its constitutionality. In a
i disenting opinion, Chief Justice warren stated that there was
at least one unconstitutional ground in that the eyldence used
| to damn the Communists as conspirators was presented by acknow-

We live in a schizophrenic society. The same Supreme
Court which has backed up civil rights for the Negro, and de~
clared that bus, rail, and restaurant segregation is unconsti-
| tutrlona.l:E now denies civil rights to members of the Communist

Party. It is doubtful that the CPUSA has more than 10,000 WOBI, POTIRIONS. ;

| members or followers, but, whatever its size, this brings up F May the Communist Party always be scorned by enlightened

| a major free speech issue., We would recall that among the | working people. I would concur, for example, with the workers

I first steps in Hitler's rise to power was the silencing of | of Paris when they attacked the Communist Party headquarters

- the Communists and pinning the Reichstag Fire on them. This after the crushing of the Hungarian rebellion, cor at least,

‘ - 1s not to say that if they had not been silenced they would | express few regrets. But every libertarian worth his salt
have stopped him short, As a matter of faot, shortly before * must oppose the suppression of political freedom by the state.

- this, the Nazis and Commies would meet each other when they
broke up Social Democrat meetings. Nevertheless, rignht-wing

anti-communism was and is the sperm for fascism. There has been considersble controversy over this article,

even within the lLeague, and your criticiscs are welocome.
The U,S8. now joins fascist Spain, Portugal, South Korea,

South Africa, and West Germany as among the few countries - y
’ which outlaw the Communist Party, or strip them of legal sta- ReWeB.
}; tus. Certainly, this represents the most severe shift towards
| . the garrison-state in a decade. Yet, by the strangest logie, - / yersenfiymnenfiyrnenfiyreonfyrmenflyr=—enfyresonliys
i; the Supreme Court declares that there is no issue here of free
| speech or gbridgement thereof, because the Communists are sub- CUBAN l_IBERTAR'ANS
| versive, the agents of a foreign power. Yet, we see no such * - . .
q requirement that each and every publicist or propagandist for | |

, : , issue of Views and Comments goes to press, we learn

| the Franco regime, or for that matter every American Nazi iz As this in Cuba,
” required to register. . of the arrest of several of our comrades

‘ LUIS MIGUEL LINSUAIN was Oriente provincial secretary of the
food workers union. Since mid-July he has been held incomini-
cado in Santiago de Cuba on phoney charges of plotting to kill
Raul Castro. He faces possible execution. Linsuain has a long
and courageous record in the labor movement. He fought in the
Sierra Cristal agalnst Batista. Today he languishes in prison

Even allowing the government to root out spies and sab-
Oteurs, of which some dozen have been found, we see that this
has nothing to do with the right of dissent, even to dissent
in favor of Russia., Though the Communist Party is undeniably |
the working propaganda agency of the Soviet Union, there is

no basis whatever to say that every member of it, who hys, for because he opposed the Stalinist takeover of his unlon,
example, passed out literature on a street corner or worked | . |
with reform Democrats is an agent of the Soviet Union in the AQUILES IGLESIAS is a qualified agronomist who worked with the
sense that the justice Department means that. Ministry of Agrioulture after Batista's fall. He had been in
| | * * exile during the Batista tyrrany and from Mexioco helped organ-
It is one of the ironies of history that the J.P. is now ize revolutionary expeditions to Cuba. He broke with Castro
one of the victims of the Frankenstein which it helped to cre- when the Stalinist influence became dominant., He is now in pri-
ate. Im 1940, when Congress passed the Smith Act and rail- son and 1s reported to have received a very long sentence.
:::d;gbiigg;ezﬁeT;mesgzéﬁzsazg %g;i uiggtogggg;n§p;€g ig:;"' :;;0 JOSE ACENA participated actively in the 26th of July Movement.
aided their imprisonment with their testimony and smears Ho was treasurer of its Havana section during the struggle ag-
| S | ’ ainst Batista. He broke in protest against the Communist take-
But those were the days of the no-strike pledge, when Roosevelt
was hard on the militants who opposed this, and soft on the com- over., After a period of harassment by the seoret police he was
el 3 slezed 1n August and is still held incominiocado.
| SANDALIO TORRES, a libertarian sympathizer, is a csonstrusction
There is something of the same atmosphere in this sup- worker of peasant origin., He fought in the underground against
pression of free speech (for certainly, few will spesk freely Batista. For speaking against the commnists he was jailled
1f they are required to register with the FBI and face fines last October. Now held in Pinar del Rio. Four times he has fac-
of 10,000 dollars per day for each day they fail to do so.) ed a firing squad to foroe a "oconfession” implicating others,

It is the sii!.encing of radicals and dissenters as part of £great
war preparations, further fulfillment of the "New Frontier's" |

SERE, | .




SPAIN-1936-1937

N AR S A S i ol LIBERTARIANISM IN PRACTICE
A T W A S PN SO AN | T R e T Ay R i T M PR SR D T ¢

"Up here in Aragon, one was among tens of thousands of
people, mainly, though not entirely, of working class origins,
all living at the same level and mingling on terms of equal=-
ity. In theory it was perfect equality, and even in practice
it was not far from it. There 1s a sense in which it would
be true to say that one was experiencing a foretaste of so-
cialism, by which I mean that the prevailing mood and atti-
tude was that of socielism. Many of the normal motives of
ocivilized life~-snobbishness, money-grubbing, fear of the

“boss, eto--had simply ceased to exist. The ordinary class
division of socolety had diseappeared to an extent that 18 al=-
most unthinkable in the money-tainted air of England; there
was no one there but the pessants and ourselves, and no one
owmed anyone else as his master.

"0Of course, such a state of affairs could not last. It
was simply a temporary and local phase in an enormous game
that is being played. But it lasted long enough to have its
effect. +..0ne had been in a commnity where hope was more
normal than apathy or oeynicism, where the word 'comrade’
stood for scmething, for comradeship, and not, as in most
countries, for mmbug. One had breathed the alir of equality.
I am well aware that now it is the fashion to deny that so-
cialism has anything to do with equality. ...But fortunately,
there exlsts a vision which is d4different from this. The
thing that attracts ordinary men to sociaslism and makes them
willing to risk their skins for it, the mystique of sociale

ism is the idea of equality. To the vast majority of peo=
ple, soclalism means a classless soclety, or it means no-

thing at all....

"The Spanish Militia, while they lasted, were a sort
of miorocosm of a classless society. In that commnity
where ....there was a shortage of everything, but no prie
vilege and no bootlicking, one got perhaps, a crude fore-
taeto.of what the opening stages of scocialism might be
like.

"Every shop had an insoription saying it had been col-
leoctivized; .. waliters and shop-walkers looked you in the
face and treated you as an equal. Servile and ceremoniasl
forms of speech had temporarily disappeared."™

(This portrait of free socialism=-not the state bureau=-
oratic kind--appeared in George Orwell's Homage to Catalonia.
This summer marked the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Span-
ish Revolution, a revolution which has not died yet, and we
print these quotes in order that others might capture or re-
capture the spirit of that struggle.)

SUPPORT “VIEWS AND COMMENTS”






