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The "free" world is not free; the "communist" B | |
world is not communist. We reject both:
one is becoming totalitarian; the other is p : -
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Their current power struggle leads inexorably
to atomic war and the probable destruction
of the human race.

-

We charge that ' both systems engender servi-
tude. Pseudo-freedom based on economic
slavery is no better than pseudo-freedom
based on political slavery.

The monopoly of power which is the state must
be eliminated. Government itself, as well
as its underlying institutions, perpetuates
war, oppression, corruption, exploitation,
and misery.

We advocate a world-wide society of communi-
ties and councils based on cooperation and
free agreement from the bottom (federalism)
instead of coercion and domination from
the top (centralism). Regimentation of
people must be replaced by regulation of
things. |

Freedom without socialism is chaotic, but so-
cialism without freedom is despotic. Lib-
ertarianism is free socialism.

These ideas are expanded upon in the provis-
ional statement of principles of the Lib-
ertarian League and in other literature
that will be supplied free on request.
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Views and Corments is now being mailed free on
requeet. 1t 18 nonsense to pretend that 10¢
covers the sost of one copy -- O even more

absurd, that $1.00 buys twelve. We are support-

ed by neither advertising nor texes, We are
supported only by voluntary contributions.

Plesse contribute at least a falr price for the

copies you receive, This will enable us to
survive and increase our regularity of publi-

cation.
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Notice - The building in which our New York
Iivertarian Center is located, having been
condemned by the city Fire and Bulldings De-
partments, 1is going to be remodelled by the
landlord.  This means that we must vacate the
premises by July First. A new plasce has not
at this writing been located. The moving
into new quarters will involve additional ex-
pense snd your help at this time would there-

for be especially appreciated.

GENERAL STRIKE FOR PEACE

During the week of January 29 - February 4, there were
an unusual number of anti-war demcnstrations, espec=-
1ally in New York City. These aoticns were orderly
and non-violent. Several hundreds of people partici-
pated in a serious manner, expressing their deep non-
cern with the problem of human survival in a world
ruled by homicidal maniacs. These demcnstrations
were well oco-ordinated, for the most part well exe-
cuted, and well publinized by the Genersal Strike for
Pesce Committee. The press gave them a few good
storles, while burying others on inside peges.

For sparking the livellest series of anti-war demcn=-
strations Iin more years than we care to remember, the
organizers are to be commended. The General Strike
for Peace Committee rendered an inestimable service
to the cause of world peace by calling attenticn to
the farct that a General Strike would be the surest
means of attalining 1it.

On the other hand we feel that a major poliey error
was acommitted when this series of demonstraticns was
publisly proclaimed to be in effent, a "World-Wide
General Strike for Peace." Surely the Committee did
not expect a general work stoppage, either world-wide,
national or local.

As a matter of fact there were sizeble demcnstrations
under the banner of the World-Wide General Strike for
Peacne, in approximately a dozen U.S. aities besides
New York and in a few cities abroad.

In New York City a handful of art galleries and two

theaters closed, some for the week, scme for cne day.
But there was not one naval repair shop, cne nunlear
muniticns supply plant, or even one small industrial

plant olosed by the workers declaring themselves on
strike for peane,

There have been numercus cases where a general strilke
has brought abcut the overturn of governments or sweep-
ing changes 1n policy. This has happened repeatedly in
Latin American countries and in Europe. Where it has

been the expressicn of what the masses of pecple feel is
But when

their need, 1t has been remarkably successful.
a general strike has been nalled from ocutside or as a
propaganda stunt, it hsas backfired. 1In this case the
sponsors of the movement had iInsuffiecient eontaect with
the working elass.

In other ways, the General Strike for Peace Committee
attempted tco muaeh, promised tco mueh and spread it-
self too thin., It attempted teo maintein e~centinuous
vigils at the United Nations missicons of all four
nucleer powers and at five cther pcints., Few cof these
came off impressively.
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Had the committee set itself more modest immediamte
goals, concentrating on specifie industries, or on
pulling students cut of high secheels and eellepen,
(where in New York City at least there 1s considerable
anti-war sentiment) there might have been greater
measurable success. As 1t wa the sit-down of 41
people at the Atomiec Energy Commission, the demern«
gtraticn at the Stcek Exchange whers 13 pecple blonked
the door, ani the. sit-in by 15 pecple at the Civil
Defense Headquarters, were all very effective. But at
none of these places did the workers themselves none
gcicusly and willingly suppoert the actirnse of the
demonstrators. They were at times prevented from
going out to lunch and at one place (Civil Defense
Headquarters) they were sent home for the afterncon.

On the plus side it shculd be neted that there was
consiierable favorable reaction by the publie. Some
have felt that a victory was won with the polire
since the demonstraters, by their militant efforte,
wen the right te pleoket where they plessed and eonly
twe arrests were made Auring the week. This viatory
would, however, appear to be ephemeral since but s
few days later the prlice demonstrated excessive

brutality against the mass demonstration at Times
Squere.

We have learned that cne local trucking firm almest
closed dAown; that it would have hed there been g
unanimocus vote to 4o sc, but since one worker was
ocppesed, it 4id not. We are told that many cab
drlvers tcok off a day in sympathy. It 1s these

kinds of acticn by working pecple that are the most
meaningful,

The organizational ferm of thls committee 1s antl-
asuthoritarian and there was considerable spontanelty
by partisipants in the actions. Good so-ordination
without rigid bureauocratic control had much to 4o with
encouraging the sustalned partleclpation of a econsid-
erable number of people. But while the antions were
excellent, they constituted in no sense a "general
strike,"

Tn the future it would be far better if this

committee or its successors wculd speak of moving
Ptowards®™ a genersal strike rather than ecalling 1ts
present actions in faot a "general strike for pesne."
It 1s perfectly all right to aim high but the des-
criptior of any movement should be based on reality.,.
The intention of the organizers was gcod but the
slogan 1s premature and oould have an advercse eoffant
on those werkers whe see there 1s no strike and that
i1t 18 conly a slogan.

Unfeortunately only a very small minority of people
realize the full extent of the dangers inherent in

the present situsticn and 1s prepared tc actively
struggle against war and human explecitsation and for

a better world, As the reality of the threat of war
1s realized by inereasing numbers, antl-war demon-
strations are becoming larger and mere frequent. In
the forseeable future they may well take on a genulne

mass character, aceompanied by boycotts, work stoppages

and strikes. Thils, rather than petitions and prayer
vigils should be our direction and our emphesis.

Eventually a general strike may be the means of
breaking the power of the exploiters and frus-

trating the aims of the war-mekers of all eoun-
tries. Our efforts should be directed towards

this ultimate objeative.

THE S PANISH REVYOLUTIONXN

is again on the order of the day.
The literature department of the Libertarian League has
a number of pamphlets and seversl excellent books that
are indispensible to an understasnding of the background
and antecedents of the current upsurge that threatens
to overthrow the Franoco dictatorship. We especially re-~
commend the following :

THE SPANISH LABYRINTH, an Account of the Social and
Politiecal Baokground of the Spanish Civil War
( Gerald Brenan ) sessscssee V34 PPe ccvscevccvcces ’1025

THE GRAND CAMOUFLAGE, the Communist Conspiracy in the
Spanish Civil War ( Burnett Bolloten )

A new book = 1961 cececeeeee 950 PPe ccecceccccccee ‘5000
HOMAGE TO CATALONIA (George Orwell) ... 232 pp. » $1.25

LESSONS OF THE SPANISH REVOLUTION ( V. RICHARDS )
A oriticism of the Anarchist Role ... 154 PDPe oo $1.00

SPAIN, THE REVOLUTION OF 1936
(Anarchy No.5 - July 1961) ecccecee B2 PDPe sccesse s o 20

THE TRUTH ABOUT SPAIN (Rudolph Rocker) ... 16 ppe $ 15
THE TRAGEDY OF SPAIN (Rudolph Rocker) cee. 48 pp. $ .10




On the Nature of The State

BAKUNIN

Mikhail Bakunin (1814 - 1876) was one of the
keenest theoreticians of the Anarohlist move~
ment. From his exhaustive analysis of the
nsture of the State we have selented a few
extracts that we conslider pertinent and
timely.

q

The State is the government from above downwards over
a great number of men, quite different from each cther
in the degree of their culture, the nature of the
countries or localities they inhabit, the oeoupatibdns
they follow and their Iinterests and aspirations.

The State 1= not a natural soeiety whieh supports and
reinforeces the 1life of everyone by the life of all--
quite the ccntrary, 1t is the immolation of every
individual as well of all loeal associatiens. Tt is
an abstractlon destructive of a living scciety. The
State 1s the complete negation--in the alleged inter-
ests of all--cf the 1life and rights of all the parts

(individuals and groups) that go to make up the whole
of socclety.

The State 1s an abstraction devouring the 1life of the
pecple. But in order that suech gn abstracticn may
appear, develop, and aontinue to exist in real life,
1t 1s necessary thet there be a genuine ccllective
body interested in maintelning its existenne. The
function cannot be fulfilled by the masses of the
people, since it is preaisely they whe are viectims of

the State, Tt has to be done by a privilegedi bedy,
the saeerdotal body of the State, the governing and
possessing nlasses which hold- the same plarce in the
State that the sacerdotal class in relizion--the
priests--hold in the Churech.

CRAVCRNICNICNIVCRICNICI?

To prove the similarity of the State and the Churnh,
I shall ask the reader to take note of the fast that
both are essentlally based upon the idea of the sac-
rifice of 1life snd of natural rights. Both start
equally from the same rrinciple: the natural wig-
kedness of people. Aceording to the Churoh, this
can be overaome only by Divine Grase, and by the
death of the natural man in God. Acocording to the
State, it nan only be eliminated through the immo-

NEW LITERATURE st

MEMOIRS OF A REVOLUTIONIST - Peter Kropotkin $1.45
THE WORKERS OPPOSITION - Alexandra Kollontai o 35

(Order from the Libertarian League)

————

lation of the individusgl on the altar of the State.
Both aim to transform man--one, into a saint; the
other, into a eitizen. But the natural man has to
die, condermned by both the religion of the Churaoh
and that of the State.

The anti-human morality of States acnsists not only
in the corruption of the men who are charged with
the carrying out of State funations. One might say
with greater truth that the corruption of men 1s
the natural and necessary eonsequenne of the exlist-
ence of the State as an institution. This corrup-
tion is but a development of the fundamental prine-
ciple of the State, the inevitable expression of
its inherent need. The State is the negation of
humanity; it is a limited nollectivity which aims
to usurp the rele of humen soclety and whioh seeks
to impose itself upon the latter as a supreme

goal, while everything is subordinated to the
service of the State.

What is permitted to the State is forbidden to the
individual. S8Such 1s the maxim of all governments.
Machiavelll said 1t, and history as well as con-
temperary governments bear him out on this point,
Crime is a negcessary condition of the very exist-
ence of the State, and constitutes its exclusive
monopoly. From this 1t follows that the indivi-
dual who dares ocommit a erime is guilty in a
twofold sense. He 1s guilty against human con-
salence, but above all, he is guilty against the
State in arrogating to himself one of its most
precious privileges.

CAP CAD RO CD CODRC? CVCIICIVCR?

What do we see thrqQughout history? The State has
always been the patrimeny of some privileged class:
the sacerdotal elass, the nobility, the beurgeoisie
--and finally, when all the other classes have ex-
hausted themselves, the buresucratic class enters
upon the stage and then the State--rises...to the
position of a machine. But for the perpetuation of
the State, it 1s absolutely nenessary that there be
some privileged oclass interested in maintaining its
existence.

In every historiocally developed society--the mass
of the people are divided into three main cate=-
gories: .

l. The vast ma jority, exploited themselves,
but not exploiting others.

2. A considerable minority embracing all
the estates of the realm (what is teday
known as the middle class, small and
medium-sized emplayers, clergymen,
executives, minor officials, mederately
wealthy individuals, the capitalist
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press, and many others--editorial note)
These estates constitute a sonsiderable
minority, both expleiting and being

exploited, both oppressed themselves and
oppressing others,

5. A smaller minority whe are exploiters and
Qppressors pure and simple, sonssious of
thelr funeotion and fully agreed ss to a
common plan of action among themselves.
They are the supreme governing class.

It frequently happens that rebellions break forth |
from among the middle olass (category 2). These |
rebellions qften end in vietory over the govern-

ment and 1ts replacement by ancther government.

These rebellions are waged beaause of injuries to

the estates of the realm andi not because of in- ‘
juries to the people. They have as a purpcse the

defense of the interests of the estates and not

the interests of the people as a whole.

CA R LD PN R LD RCDRD !

No matter how much the estates may fight among them- ‘ |
selves, no matter how much they may rebel against |
existing governments, ncne of their revolutions has

had, or ever eould have, for its purpose the over-

throw of the eaconomir and pelitical foundations of w

the State which make possible the exploitation of the
tolling masses, that 1s the very existence of oclasses
and the class principle. Much as they (the privi-
leged classes) may detest a partiscular form of the
State. the State itself is sacred to them. Therefore

no revolution, bold and viclent though it mey have
been, has ever yet Aared to put its sanrileglous
hend upon the Holy Ark of the State. Sinne no State
is possible without organization, administration, an
army, and a cconsiderable number of men invested with
authority--that 1s without a government--the over-
throw of one government i1s necessarily followed by
the setting up of another more sympathetiso governe

ment, one that is of greater use to the groups that
triumphed in the struggle.

But useful though 1t may be, the new government,
after 1ts honeymoon, begins tao inour the indig-
nation of the same elasses which brought it inte
power. Suoch 1s the nature of any authority; it is
doomed to work evil., I am not referring to evil
from the point of view of the pecople's interests,
slnoce the State as a fortress of the estates, and
the government as the guardian of the State's
interests ere always an absolute evil insofar as
the people are sonnerned, I am referring to the
evil felt by the estates for these whose henefit
the B8tate and the government are necessary.
Notwithstanding this necessity the State, while
serving thelr essential interests, is always s

heavy burden qn these nlasses. It fleeces and
oppresses them; though to a lesser extent than 1t
does the masses.

CRO VIRV LD RO LV RCIVORCIVOCD

Human nature--the nature of every man--is such that
zlven power over others, he will invarlably oppress
them. Placed in an exneptional position, and with-
drawn from human equality, a man becomes a scoundrel.
Equality and the absence of authority are the only

sonditicns compatible with: human morality. Take the
most radical revolutionist and place him on the all-
Russian thrcne or give him the distatorial power, of
whish so many of our 1inexperlienced revolutionists

day-dream, and within a year he will have beccme worse
than the Emperor himself,

The estates of the realm long ago realized this and
gave currenay to the adage proeclaiming that "govern-
ment is a necessary evil,"™ neressary of course for
them, but by no means necessary for the people, to
whom the State, and the government necessitated by
it, 18 not a necessary evil but a fatal one.

CRTCVCVOCT COC? VO RCIIOCIORCND?

Every government has a two-fecld aim, One, the chlef
andl avowed alim, ecnsists in preserving and streng-
thening the State, thst is, the systematlie and legal-
ized dominance of the ruling nlass over the exploited
people. The other aim 1s just as important in the
eyes of the government, though less willingly avowed
in the open, ani that 1s the preservaticn of 1ts own
exclusive governmental advantages and 1ts own per-
sonnel, The first aim is pertinent tco the general
interests of the ruling classes; the sececnnd to the
vanity andi the exceptional advantage of the indivi-
duals in the gcvernmental apparatus.

By its first aim the government places itself in a
hostile attitude toward the people; by 1ts seeccond
aim toward both the people andi the privilezed
clgsses themselves. There have been mcments 1n
histoery when the government has seemingly become
even more hostile toward the possessing classes than
toward the people, This happens whenever the voss-
essing elasses, growing dissatisfled with the govern-
ment try te overthrow it or te surtall its power.
Then the sense of self-preservation causes the
government to forget its aohilef aim: The preser-
vation of the State or elass rule and class welfare
as agalnst the masses. But such moments cannot

last long sinece the zovernment, of whatever nature
it may be, cannot exist without the estates, just

as the estates ecannot exist withecut a government.

When the classes nan no longer insure the stability
of the State, the government ereates a bureauesratilec

class of its own, like our nobility in Russia., (In
varying degrees and under various names, "Welfare




State," "State Capitalism" or "State Socialism" most
modern gaovernments ere in the process of oreating

just such bureaucratic classes of their own.
Editorial Note.)

CA0 CAP R CT C RO LI CIICIVCD

The whole problem of government aonsists in the
following; how to keep the people obedient or
quiescent, and at the same time preserve the inde-
pendence, not of the people, which of acurse is out
of the question, but of the State, against the
ambitiocus designs of neighboring States. At the same
time 1t seeks to inarease its possessions at the
expense of these other States. In a word, war withe
in and war without--auch is the life of government.
It must be armed and ceaselessly on guard against
both domestic and foreign enemies. Itself breathing
oppression and decelt, 1t is bound to regard all,
within and ocutside i1ts borders, as enemies, and must
be 1In a state of conspiracy against all of them,

However, the natural enmity between the States and
the governments ruling them cannot ecompare with the
enmity of every one of them toward their own toiling
people; Jjust as two ruling classes engaged in
flerae confliect are ready to forget their intran=-
sigeant hatreds whenever a rebellion of the common
pecple threatens, so are two States ready to forsake
their open warfare as soon as the threat of a social
revolution appears on the horizon.

LR LRV R R R CIIRCIIRCD

Governmental soclience has been developed and improved
over the centuries. I do not believe that anyone will
acocuse me of overstating the case if I call governmen-
tal science the highest form of State knavery evolved
amid the constant struggle of, and by the experience

of all past and present states .... It is the science
of taking soldiers from the people and organizing them
by meanes of skillful disoipline to build up a regular
army a8 the principal force of the State to keep the
peocple in subjection. It is the science of covering
whole countries with a tight network of buresucratic
organizetion, and by meansof regulations, decrees and
other measures, shasckling, disuniting and weskening

the working people so that they are unable to act toge-
ther. They mst be kept ignorant making it 4iffiecult
for them to be influenced by new ideas and dynamic per=
sonalities. This oonspirecy embraces the entire diplo-
macy, the internal administration -« military, civil,

courts, police, finances and eiucation - and of ceourse,
the Churach.

The people must struggle sgainst this mmge organization
that 1s armed in every way - mental and material, legsl
and 1llegal - and that can in an extremity ecount on the
cooperation of nearly all the ruling groups. The peo-

ple though having an overwhelming preponderance of num-
bers, ere unarmed, ignorant (or mis-educated) and have
no revolutionary organization ! Is their viocto-
ry possible ?
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It i1s not enough that the people wake up, that they fin-
ally become aware of their condition and the csnuses

thereof. True, they possess a great deal of elemental
pewer. They have indeed, a greater power than there

i1s in the government itself, together with all of the
ruling groups. But an elemental foroce lacking organi-
gzation is not a real power. It is upon this incontest-
able advantage of organized force over the unorganized

strength of the workers, that the might of the State
is based,

Consequently the question is not whether the people
have the capacity to rebel, but whether they are ocapa-
ble of building up an organization that can enable
them to bring their rebellion to a vistorious conclu-
sion,= not just a casual victory - but a prolonged and
ultimate triumph. This is the orux of the problem.
The first condition for victory of the people, consists

of sgreement among the people, or organization of the
people's foroes,

The Manifesto of the Commnist Party written in 1848 by
Marx an ngels says 3

" The first step in the revolution by the working
cless 13 to rgise the proletariat to the position
of ruling class, to establish democracy. The pro-
letarlat will use its political supremasscy to wrest
by degrees all capital from the bourgeoisie, to
centralize all instruments of production in the
hands of the State, that is of the proletariat ore
ganlzed as the ruling olass, and to increase the
total produotive forces as rapidly as possible."

What 1s meant by : "to raise the proletariat to the po-
sition of ruling class" ? Will the proletariat as a
whole be at the head of the government ? There are
about forty million Germans (1873). . Will all the forty
million be members of the government ? If the whole
people should govern, there would remain none to be
governed. This means that there would be no government,
no State. But if there 1s still a State, then there will
be people who are governed, and there will be slaves.

This dilemma 18 solved very simply in Marxist theory.
By a people's government they mean the governing of the
pecple by a samll number of representatives elected by
the people. Universal suffrage = the right of the
whole people to elect its so-called remresentatives and
rulers of the State - this is the last word of the Marx-
1sts as well es of the demcoratic liberals, and bour=-
geols soclalists. This 1s a falsehood behind which
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jurks the despotism of a governing minority, a false-
hood which is all the more dangerous in that it appears
a8 the ostensible expression of the people's will,

But. the Marxists say, this minority will consist of
workers. Yes indeed, of ex-workers, who, once they be-
come rulers or 'representatives' of the people will
have oceased to be workers and will begin to look down
upon the toiling people. From that time on they repre-
gsent not the people but themselves. Those who doubt
this know precious little about humaen nature.

have need of a not less oonsiderable armed force....
It 1s quite clear that behind all the democratic and
soclalistio phrases and promises of Marx's program,
there will be in his State all of the despotic and

brutal features to be found in all States, whatever
thelr form of government. |

We do not accept even as a revolutlionary transition,
elither National Conventions or Constituent Assemblies,
or so-called Revolutionery Dictatorships. We are
convinced that the revolution is only sincere,honest

U

and real when it resides in the masses, and that when
it 1s concentrated in the hands of any governing ine

dividuals, it naturally and inevitably becomes
reantion,

But these elected representatives will be convinced
sooialists, and learned socialists at that. The words
"learned socialist" and scientific sociaelism" which are
met with constantly in the speeches of the LaSalleans
and the Marxists prove only that this would-be people's
State will be nothing but the despotic rule over the
toiling masses by a new, numerically small arlistocracy

NNMNNNNNNN

Balunin's basic ideas have withstood the test of
time. The Marxists themselves have already proven

{

in history, many of his sontentions., Th
of genuine and sham soclalists. The people lack learn- sive tot » ® oppres-
ing and so they will be freed from the cares of govern- «,,o,.k,,.,‘ﬁz:ﬁiﬁﬂghﬁgﬁﬁ’8{,1:27 'cﬁﬁﬁﬁiizatﬁ:e-

ment, will be wholly regimented into one cOmmon herd

wher
of governed people. Emancipation indeed ! é are an unconscious and unwllling tribute to

the prophetic vision and reaslisti
Mikhall Bskunin. 5 fberss o o
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The Marxists are aware of this oontradiction, and real-
izing that government by "learned socialists and scien- 4
tists"™, notwithstanding its demooratic form, 1s a verite .
sble dioctatorship oonsole themselves that this dioctator-
ship will be only temporary and of brief duration. They
say that the only aim and care of this government will A4

be to educate anda uplirt the people - eoconomically and
politically - to such an extent that no government will
be necessary. Then the State, having lost its politi-
cal charscter, that is, its character of rule and dom-
ination, will turn - gll by itself - into an altogether
free organization of economic interests and communes.
Anarchism, that is, Freedom, is the goal, the State
- dictatorship - is the means. In order to free the
working masses, it is first necessary to enslave them !

STATISM AND LIBERTY

Marxist theory has never been able to resclve the
problem of Freedom and Socielism. The Marxists ine
sist that the oclassless soclety can only be achieved
through a "Workers' Staete". Dissgreements among the
various Maerxist factions hinge mainly on the type of
State best sulted for that purpose. The Bolsheviks
(comminists) would abolish the demooretic capitalist
State and replace 1t with a one party dictatorship
allegedly representing the proletariat. The Social
Demoorats alm at coming to power by using the legal

All work is to be performed in the employ and pay of the
State. The State wili become the sole proprietor fol -
lowing & certain period of trgnsition necessary for soc-

fety to pass without too great politlical and economlo machinery of the "4 t
shock from the present organization of bourgeocls privie | elootincya 8001:11szm;2§z§izy °§ﬁita§§szo§t§§'éongol
lege to the future organization of equality for all. tia gog oSt v J OXp

The State will then also be the sole bgnker, capitalist,
money lender and organigzer. It will be the director of
all national labor and the sole distributor of its prode
uots. The State will divide the mass of the people into
two armies - industrial and agrioultural - under the di-
rect command of the State engineers who will constitute
the new scientific political class. Such is the funda-
mental principle of State Socialism, of authoritarian
commni sm,

Such a regime will not fall to arouse great discontent
among the masses. In order to keep it in cheock the
enlightened and liberating government of Marx will

For these bourgecls soclalists, the only practical
alternative to sommunist diotai’;orahip over masses

is in effeot bourgeois demooracy. We call these peo-
ple bourgeols socialists because they think that soc-
lalism can be attained by the gradual or plece-meal
evolution of capitallism in a socialist direction.

The tasks of the socialists thus oconsists in speed-
ing this evolution by parliamentary asction, and the
pressure of the trade unions for higher wages, shorte
er hours and more scolal welfare legislation.

Like the bolsheviks, the bourgeois socialists are
able to justify their position by copious quotastions




from Marx. Such quotations, and a defense of bourg-
eois sociglism nan be found in the werks of Kautsky,
Bernstein, Jaures, Hillquit, Spargo, Martov and

other writers. Among the mcderns there is the French
Marxist Maximillian Rubel who establishes the conneo-
tion between the communism of Marx and bourgeois de-
mooracy in this comment 3

" veeo He (Marx) came to commnism through the
adoption of an ethigcs of demooracy and he never
denied the positive nature of his earlier concep-
tions, neither in theory nor in his political at-
titudes. If I wish to give my thesls a pardox -
ical form, I would say that Marx was a revolution-
ary comminist only in theory, while he wag a bour-
geols demosret in practice”". (New Politics -
Winter 1962) Rubel quoted extensively from Marx
in the article.

In applying their theory to modern capitalism, the
bourgeols soclalists endorse "enlightened Welfare
Capitaelism". Essentially, Welfareism means class
collaboration under governmental supervision -- @
partnershlip among Lebor, Management and Government.
The Government sets up and asdministers a system of
unemployment insurance, o0ld age and disability pene
slons for widows, children and veterans, and all the
other services that go under the heading of Socilal
Security. The central government operates or subside
1zes publiec power plants, transportetion, agriculture.
and an enormous network of other enterprises. All the
other major economlic relastions of the sooclety, such

a8 banking, the conduct of unions, corporations, etec.,
while ostensibly free, are allowed to funotion only
within the legal limits set by the government.

These bourgeois Social Demoorats admit that a consid-
erable amount of regimentetion is unavoidable under
suoch a set-up. They hope that a limlite? freedom will
be safeguarded by two main checks: Firstly, that the
classes will cooperate instead of fighting each other,
making further governmental intervention unnecessary
except 1n minor cases, and Secondly, majority rule
under universal suffrage to insure a certain degree

of ocontrol over the government by the socialist elec-
torate.

Both of these assumptions are false. In any sooial
system where there are rulers and those who are ruled,
where there are privileged classes and economically

under~privileged oclasses, struggles remain inevitable
although their form may change.

The soclal demooratio representetives in the govern-
ment will be forced to ask for ever more welfare leg=-
islation in order to get and hold the votes of their
oonstituents. The government, acting as both partner
and arbltretor and armed with unlimited coercive powe
er, will "settle" the dilsputes to its own advantage.

¢
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The government as the administrator of an expanding
welfare program will add to its already enormous pow=-
ers, The government's power will be further incress-
éd in theprocess of defending and extending its int-
eresta as against oompeting forelgn states, It is
obvious that under these ocirocumstances the "Welfare"
State will become more and more totalitarian. The

area of freedom will shrink almost to the vanishe
ing point. |

It 18 true that this system nan provide a certain
degree of "security". But this is a seocurity pur-
chased at the price of freedom. Perfect security

willl oreate perfect slavery. How "secure" is a
slave ?

The difference between commnist dictatorship and
bourgeols soclal democracy is one of degree. While

using d4ifferent methods and following different roads

they both arrive at the sgme ultimate destination :
Totalitarian State Capitalism.

Between the Commnists and the Social Democrats there
are a variety of other Marxist tendencles osclllating
between them. Unable to free themselves from the dog-
ma of Marx, they ascribe the evils inherent in Marxlism
to the "un-Marxist" policies or betrayals of leaders.
The literature of the Trotskyltes and other tendencles
is loaded with such acousations., Faoced with the evi-
dence that Marxism leads to State slavery, some have
invented the term "Marxist Humenism'. They proceed

to dig up obscure fragments of Marx's earliest writ -
ings from which they select passages to "prove" the
infallibility of their oracle.

There 18 for example the book Marxism and Freedom by
Raya Dunayevskays, a former sesretary of Trotsky's
and currently assosclated with the publication News
and Letters. She explains that Marx's Economic-

osophic Manusoripts, from which she extrasted
two essays "... did not see publication until near-
ly a century later - 1932" (page 228). Long before
these manusoripts were unearthed, the Marxlst move=-
ment was already fully developed and ocould not have
been gulded by the ancient scripts. The theory of
Marxlism must therefor be assessed by what Marx and
his alter ego Engels, published openly and by how
their ideas were applied during that period. The
long~-dead writings of the young Marx cannot be
used to camouflage the contradictions of mature
living Marxism,

Dunayevskaya thinks that "Russian totaliterian bu-
reacracy is the most deadly enemy because 1t springs
from the proletariat and cloaks itself in Marxist
terminalogy." (page 239) She ressons that Russla
was a land of peasants, the workers were in & minor-
ity and were the ruling cless. Therefor the oppres-
sive bureaucracy sould only arise from the proleta-
riat whioh was the oclass in power.



This agssertion 1s false., The fact of the matter 1s
thet Lenin and the Bolshevik Party selzed State power
in the name of the workers and peasants. The new
State then proccoded to take the power away from the
workers and peasants organizations, who were the ones
that had really made the revolution. The party then
established itas dictatorship, destroying the effect-
iveness of the Workers Counsclls (Sovieta)., That this
was S0 was demonstrated by the struggle of the "Worke-
ors Opposition” and by the Kronstadt Rebellion,

In 1920-21 the "Workers Opposition" headed by Shy-
lapnikov and Kollontay, objected to the dictatorship
over the unions by the State. The opposition de -
clared that ¢

"The organizatlion of the management of the natlon-
al esgonomy is the function of the All-Russian Con=-
gress of Producers organized in industrial unions
which elects bodles to manage the whole national
aconomy of the Republic." (page 198)

In March 1821 the sallors of Kronstadt demanded the
ond of the Bolshevlik Party's dlctatorship over the
Sovieta and other organs of the Revolution. Thils
gallant attempt to save the revolution was drowned
in blood by the government. In both cases, Dunayev-
skaya slides wlth the State agpinst the workera. She
pralses Lenin for denouncing both movements and
quotes him approvingly :

" At this moment in our history - Lenin turned
sharply to Shylapnikov - you and your 'Workers
Opposltion' are the greatest danger to our exlst-
ence ... loock at the Kronstadt mtiny and see how
quickly the White Guarda have grabbed onto the
anarchl stle, syndicallstio talk of 'freedom from
political leadership' and with guns in their
hands are threatening the new Workers' State. For
you to propose a 'Producers' Congress' means for
you to ask the Workers' State to commit suiside."
( page 199 )

" Qur present state 1s such", sontinued Lenin
realistically, "that the entirely organized pro=-
letariat mist protect itself end mist utilize the

workers' organizations for the purpose of protect-

ing the workers from thelr own state and in order
that the workers may protesct our state,"

" When, asks Dunayevskaya, "has anyone ever made
sO0 profound and more devastating attack on the
Russian Workers State, than to say that the work-
ers a3 workers must protect themselves from the
workers as state." ( pages 197-198 )

If the workers own their own State, why mist they
protect themselves ageinst it 7 The workers mst
protect themselver ugainst the State because the

State robs them of thelr liberty and of the produotis
of thelr toil.

What 1s the difference between the workers as workers

and the workers as State 7 To us as Libertarlians,
the point is ridiculous, THE STATE DIFFERS FROM TEE
WORKEKRS AS THE MASTER FROM THE SLAVES. THERE IS NO
SUCH THING AS A WORKERS STATE.

According to Marxist theory, the State reflects the
interests of the class in power. If this were true
there could be no fundamental conflisct between the
workers and a "Workers State". The fact is that
conflict does exist between the State and the class
on which it claims to be based. This 1s s0 beocause
the State 1s a clagss in itself. Of all the olasses

In soc¥ety, the State 1s the most powerful and domin-
ates all the other classes, by virtue of its monopoly
of armed force,

In Russis all other classes have been abolished ex =
cept the one great mass of tollers. The State has not
only survived but has grown all-powerful. The State
ouresucracy exerclses the funoctions of the deposed

classes and reaps the beneflts thereof. The result-
ant soclal system 1s usually called State Capitalism
or, if you prefer, State Soclalism, |

Bureguorasy springs not from the proletariat but from
the State. In view of all this, the division of the
Marxist movement into "Right" , "Left" and "Center"
becomes meaningless, The dlctatorship of the State
can be imposed just as resdily by a "Labor Party" or
by "Welfarelsm" as it can by a "Dictatorship of the
Prolstariat”". The differences will in the last anal=-
ysis be superficilal. Monopoly of power has its own
logio - 1ts own relentless rhythm. It is not concern-
ei with labels.

We are not alone in our opinion. Rudolf Hilferding,
a noted lMarxist economist sald :

" It 1s the essence of a totalitarian state that
1t subjects the economy to its ailms ... The Marx-
1st sectarian cannot grasp the idea that present
day state power, having achieved independence,
1s unfoldlng its enormous strength according to
its own laws, subjecting social forces and ocome-
pelling them to serve its ends.... It (history)
has taught us that the administration of things,
desplte Engels' expeotations, may turn into un-
limited administering of people, and thus not
only lead to emancipation of the state from the
egonomy but even to the subjection of the econo-

my to the state (quoted by Sidney Hook ¢ Marx
and the Marxists )

There are many people of independent mind, Marxists
snd non-kigrxists, who have become aware of the inade-
quacy of kMarxism and are seeking to revise it in =a
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libertarian direction. Among these is Daniel Guerin,
noted French Msrxist scholar, historien and soclolo-
gist. Guerin defines his purpose as follows :

"Around us today there is only ruin, fascism, bour-
geols demooracy ... Stalinism,..The hour has come
for the French left to re-think fundamentelly its
problems.., within the framework of soolalist
thought, which remmins despite 1ts shortcomings,
the only sclid value of our epoch. The double
bankruptecy of reformsm and Stalinism oconfronts us
with the urgent task of reconciling proletarian
demoor acy and socialism, liberty and revolution".

(Noir ¢t Rouge,No.13)

It is to Guerin's oredit that he recognizes the vel-
1dity of many libertarian concepts as well as most of
our oritieisms of Marxism, He illustrates his agree-
ment with meany of owr viewr with coplous quotations
from Proudhon, Bakunin, Voline, Rocker and others,
His alm 1is to effect & synthesis of Marxism and Anar-
chism though there is very little left of Marxism
when he gets through with it. That little, unfortun-
ately involves fundamental prinoiples. Guerin ,
rejectes both totalitarian and bourgeois socclalism,
But hlis attachment to his Merxist roots causes him to
meke certaln tactical compromises which lead back to
suthoritarian soclalism,

Meny capable and sl ncere people whe would be an asset
to our movement would like to effeoct & marrieage bet-
ween Marxism and Anarchism. Unfortunately the two are
incompatible. The conoepts that unite us ~- glass
struggle, opposition to capitalism, the idesl of a
classless soclety -- are not enough to offset the fun-
damental dlifferences of principle that divide us. The
most orucial of these 1s the evaluation of the nature
and function of the State. From the Marxist miscon-
ception of the Stete flows the disastrous tasctiec of
the conquest of power by a minority which leads inev-
itably to totalitariesnisam. From the same misconcept=-
tion flows also the tsctic of parliamentary action
which leads to olass collaboration and the emssculs-
tion of soolalism, Magrxism and Anarchism are income
paetible because Frevedom and Statelsm are in-
compatible.

This said, we can now secund a more hopeful note., After
& long period of apathy, liberals and radicals of all
tendencles, uncommitted students and intellectuals,
class conscious workers, are again exploring ways of
dealing with our desperate socisl problems. All of

t.hgm gre deeplI ionodrnod with the brosdening of indl-
vidual and soclal freedom, equality and soclal justice.

There 1s the feeling that many of the old cliches sare
not espplicable to the realities of modern life. There
1s the reallzation that nationalization of property

by the State favoraebly affect the differences in pow-
er, status or privilege. The notion that"freedom is

..\‘
‘3

E bourgbois virtue” (Lenin) is giving way to the con-

victlon that freedom 13 more important than stateist
"ecollectivism",

The myth that the State will "wither away" and the
free classless soolety autometically follow is no
longer belng accepted. The dogme that the Stete, law,
democracy, philosophy, science and even ethical con-
ceptions are little more than reflections of the
eoonomic "mode of production”, is refuted by the
growth of the modern State.

It 1s encouraging that these and similar livertarian
ideas whioh were formerly dismissed as utopien ab-
stractions are now being seriously considered. We
do not clailm to have all the answers, but we 6an ex-

change views and help emch other find new roads
to freedom. |

- SAM WEINER

HOUSTON
THE “CIVIL RIGHTS” STRUGGLE

lication, in full, of the following first hand
report from our militant correspondent who 1is

very active in the clivil rights struggle in
Houston, While some of the incldents describ-
ed are famlllar to those acqualnted with the
pattern of clvil rights campaigns in the South,
others will find this information helpful, Mere
recitals of transitory incidents quickly lose
thelr cogency in ever-changing situations, E-
vents become meaningful when the social, class,
political and psychological factors which shape
them are identiried and properly evaluated, This
is a blg order which can be filled only by the
contributions of many persons in many special
filelds, The conclusions of our correspondent
are lmportant because they outline some as-
pects of the great struggle for racial equality
which deserve serlous consideration,

o q We regret that lack ot space forbids the pub-

On March 1, 1960 the first sit-in-demonstration oc-
curred in Houston, The first target was a lunch
counter in Weingarten's store, (one of the largest
super-market chains in the southwest.) in a neigh-
borhood where at least 75% of the customers are
Negro, Approximately 100 Negro college students
sat down at Welngarten's lunch counter but were re-
fused service, Most of the people in the store
came out of curlosity rather than to shop. The
large majority of white apectators were definitely
antagonistic toward the demonstrators, What really




suprised me was the large number of Negroes who
continued shopping in the store while the demon-
stration was golng on, No violence occurred and
no arrests were made, Some of the Negroes to

whom we spoke, found it hard to believe that there
are actually White people who could sympathize with

them in their struggle for civil rights and first
class citizenship,

On March 4, 1960 a young Negro (who had nothing to
do with the demonstrations) was forced into a car
at gunpoint by four masked white men; he was then
beaten with a chain, cut with a2 knife wi*h the let-
ters KKK and left hanging by his heels from a tree!

The murderers were arrested, but no one seems to
know the final disposition of tiae case,

The demonstrators formed an organization called the
Frogressive Youth Association, whose motto is "Free-
dom, Liberty and Justice," The purposes of the PYA
are: Total integration of all facets of American
life, civic and political education, inter-racial
communication, education for individual competence,
improvement of economic .status, propagation of spir-
1tual and democratic ideals and to obtain better job
opportunities, Most of the members are Negro college
students from Texas Southern University, plus a
sprinkling of active white college students,

The sit-in movement spread to other super-markets
with predominantly Negro trade and to such stores
as Kress, Grants, Woolworth's and Foley's ( the
largest department store in Houston.) I couldn't
help noticing the large number of Negroes still
patronizing these stores while they were beilng
plcketed by the students, On one occassion I saw

that almost half the customers in Grant's who cros-
sed the picket line were Negroes! 1In August 1960
all the above mentioned downtown stores, as well as
all the super-markets in predominantly Negro neigh-
borhoods opened their lunch counters to Negroes,

An Interesting phenomenon is that although these
lunch-counters are now desegragated a large per-
centage of Negroes continue to use the inferior

facllitles formerly-~provided rfor Negroes. It 1s is mainly

the Negro college st'idents and professional people who
take advantage of the integrated facilities.

On February 12, 1961 the P.V.A. launched a campalgn to
Integrate the L'wree major downtown Llecutres. While an
integrated group - meinly ocolleze studentes - pioketied
the theatres, some Negro students trled to purchsse
tinckots at the box effice. At frequent intervals the
plokets sang song like "God Bless America" ( substiti-
ting "my segregated home" for "my sweebt home" ) A emall

- of disorderly whifes carrying mis-spelled signs
gzgging "We Dont %ant to Intugrate (sic)g. "We Dont Want
Sammy Daevis Jr." (Negro emtertainer) trled to provoke
fights with P.Y.A. sympathizers. The P.Y.A. continued
1ts ploketting at irregular intervals.

Unlike the lunch-counter demonstrations, the theatre ;
picketting and stend-in demonstrations, led to arrests
on all kinds of fake charges. On one occasion the dem-
onstrators were shoved into paddy-wagons and taken %O
the police station because one of the plokets alleg?dly
brushed a passerby with her plcket sign. Although yhc
man involved in the incident forgot about it and was re-
luctant to testify, the police told him that he had to
show up at the Court and testify against the demonsira-
tors. I must emphaslize that whenever 1 or my.friends
were neer the theatre during these demonstirations, we
were ordered to leave by the police. At the same tlme,
those who were looking for trruble were not molested.
This, and other inocidents justify the susplolons of the
®,Y.A. members that the trouble makers were probably
planted there by the pollce themselves.

T told the assistant manager of one of these theatres
that we sympathized with the demonstrators and that
nelther I normy friends would patronize the thgatre
as long as 1t practliced raclal disorlminatlion. The
assistant manager impressed me as belng sympathetlc

to the anction of the P.Y.A. He told me that he could
not do anything without the consent of his boss, The
manager. He said that every tlme the manager sees the
pioket line he gets more gray hair, It's bad for busl-
ness besause whenever there is a demonstration people
seem to like the show outside better than they do the
show 1ndide.

local dining facility conneoted with inter-
£€:t:n%¥avel,whioh.st this writing still remains :eg-
regated is the Union Station Coffee Shop in the m:-n
rallway terminal. Since February 1961, numerous g't
tempts have been made Dby menmbers of the P.Y.A.(,u ‘1‘d-
the manager - Mr. Burleson - 1s the type of in ;ﬁ.ro
uel who will only give in when forced to 4o so.B ie-
i{s definitely a difference of attitude between 'gr 3
son and the managers of those stores that have ; rea
dy integrated theilr lunsh ocounters. The other p ao;s
may have postponed integration beoaus? they were ; -
raid of losing business, But this man's hat;;é ghgra
Negroes is greater than his love of money. e O -
stalled because no one wanted to be first, preferr n%
to integrate all together. Burleson 1s determined no
to serve Negroes even if it means losing business.

oted, the campaign to desegregate the Unlon Sta-
::og Cof%eo Shop was launched in February 1961. 1At
that time, fourteen Negro students staged a sit-in
demonstration, were refused service and when Eh‘{t
refused to leave were arrested on charges of 1: d-
ering”. After nine hours in jail they were balle




out by the Houston Mediscal Forum (a group that claims

the membership of all the Negro physicians in the
city). The next evening, seventy Negro sudents dem-
onstrated at the Coffee Shop to protest the arrests.
Forty-eight of the demonstrators refused to leave
when ordered to do so, and were taken to jall. One
young white man who had been with them was abused by
other prisoners in both the City and County jalls
because of his stand in favor of racial equallty.

On sanother sit-in demonstration at the same plane, a
Negro youth was taken for white and reseived servioe,
which points up the irony of the whole situation.

In August 1961, a group of Freedom Riders from Calif-
ornia (affiliated with the Congress of Racial Equal-
1ty) arrived in Houston. In cooperation with the loc-
al Negro groups a new attempt was made to integrate
the Union Station Coffee Shop. While in the City
Jail the inter-racial group was kept together and
there were jokes agbout the City Jail being the only
integrated hotel in Houston.

However when they were transferred to the County Jall,
they were separated by race. It was announned in the
white cell block that these prisoners were sit-in
demonstrators and two of the whites were beaten up by
their cell-mates., There is good reason to believe
that the aggressors were encouraged by the prison of-
ficials. The white demonstrators were convinced that
only a few of the regular prisoners were actively
hostile, that most of them were indifferent while a

a few were sympathetie.

The trial of the Freedom Riders took place the first
week in September. In splite of the ridisculous tes-
timony of Burleson and the powerful presentation of
the defense, the jury found the defendants guilty on
the first ballot and fined them $100 each. At this
writing, the verdiect is being appealed. The real
significance of the trial was the way it exhibited
the twisted state of mind of the rascists, in the
persons of the proseocutor, the complainant and jury.

Mr Burleson was asked by the defense attorney to be
explicit and to tell the Court just what he meant by
a demonstration. He answered - " A sit-in." When he
was asked what he meant by a sit-in, he said it was
a group trying to enter his estgblishment and inter-
fering with his business. He was then asked what
charasteristiscs such a group exhibited that differ-

entiated 1t from any other group entering his place

of business. He answered that they were holde
ing a demonstration.

He was then asked if he would oconsider it & demon -
stration in case all of the group were white, to
which he answered, No. When asked whether it would
be regarded as a demonstration i1f all the group

were Negroes he answered, Yes. He also gdded that
it would be a demonstration if some were white and
some were Negro.

He sald that he served Negroes in the restagurant only
when they were sevicemen travelling with white sold-
iers. He then sald that he sometimes served Negroes
in the kitochen but never in the front part of the
restaurant.

I believe that this 1s typical of the attitude of rac-
ists not only in Houston but throughout the south,
and 1s also the attitude of a great many northerners.
The racial question cannot be sclved solely by the
removal ¢f legal restrioctions., The core of the prob-
lem 18 deeply imbedded in the false ethical standards
of our insgne social system,

There are certain oonsclusions that I cannot help draw-
ing regarding the sit-in movement as it has developed
up to this peint in Houston. One characteristic in
both the Negro and white communities is the general
apathy of most people. In the case of the white pecp-
le &8 a whole, few if any would go s0 far in their
hatred of the demonstrators as to form a lyneh mob,
On the other hand very few of the whites have been
willing to work actively with the movement or even to
give thelr moral support. As far as the lunch count-
er demonstrations were concerned, as soon as they

began occurring on a reguler basis, the majority of
whites, instead of reacting in a hostile manner,
simply ignored them,

At the outset, the reaction of most of the Negro
people was apathetic, as was shown when so many Neg-
roes regularly disregarded picket signs and entered
stores while P.Y.A. pickets were marching outside.
Until Karch 1961, wher the first arrest was made,
support of the P.Y.A. by the Negro community was
meagre. But the courageous example of these young
people inspired confidence and aroused solidarity.
Since then, various Negro politicsl, professional

and lebor organizations have come ocut in sctive sup-
port of the P.Y.A.

It 1s Interesting to note that when the Negro loesl of
the Longshoremens Union invited members of the P.Y.A.
to attend thelr meeting to rally support and solieit
funds, the police arrived on the scene acting as if
they were suppressing a mob of rioters rather than
treating the assembly like the peaseful meeting that
i1t really was. The next morning s crowd of 500
Negroes appeared before the City Council to protest
the breaking up of the pesceful meeting by the pol-
1ce. The mayor promised to investigate. S0 far, noe
thing has been heard from him on the matter,

Among the Negro students, the P.Y.A. def‘nitely en-
Jeys wide support, but there are only 30 or 35 aotive




members in the organizgtion. However, while these
young pecple have taken a radiocal epproasoch to the
civil rights issue, their views on other social mat-
ters ere at best, only liberal. Most of the members
impress one as religious patriotic Americans whose
goal in life 1s to be accepted in white bourgecis
gsoclety. This does not spply to the Freedom Riders
who came through here from Celifornis. Most of the
latter are interested also in pacifism gs well as
other "isms",

Radical groups must definitely support such grass-
roots movements as the P.Y.A., but the rsdicals
should not lose their identity and their own broad-
er perspectives. It muast be remembered that such
groups as the P.Y.A. may actually be conservative
on issues other than civil rights. This is their
contradiction.

There are many other conclusions which the resder
may draw from my exrerience or from his own, that
can help in working out realistic tactics and en-
large the vision of the fighting anti-disoerimina-
tion movement, showing it the road of struggle
against the scclal system that i1s responsible not
only for race hatred, but also for human slavery
in all its forms.

- Ho '0

HELP OUR FRIENDS IN THE CUBAN UNDERGROUND
Several have been executed and many are
now in prison. Send funds to :=-

Omar Dieguez
1028 S.W. 3rd St.
MIAMI 36, FLORIDA

SPECIAL LECTURE AND DISCUSSION

Norman Masotas Ackerman M.D.

Diplomate, American Board of Psychlatry &
Neurolcgy; Director, Asscelstion for Coun-

gselling and Therapy

will spesk on 3
THE WATRUS AND THE CARPENTER; A study

of the science of Militerism
and Military Groups.

Friday, June 22nd at 8.30 P.M. at

No. 12 St. Marks Plsce, New York City.

American PROGRESS ?

It eppears that we're being conned by Con-E4d agaln.
The threatening little man who's rolling up his sleeve
18 trying to tell us something -« and it's not that
he's interested in the health and well-being of his
"fellow workers" ( Don't let the overalls foecl you,
boys - he's a company man ),

He and his bosses are in the process of building =a
nuclear reactor to generate electrical power, just 24
miles from New York City. The plant, socon to be com-
pleted, will be just outside Peekskill at Indian Point,
end will house a 275,000 kilowatt reactor. Speeking of
this kind of, resctor, Dr. Edward Teller has said (Our
Nucleagr Future, co-guthored with Albert L. Latter)

" Resctors are now planned which will produae
300,000 kilowatts of electricity. If such a reactor
operates for half a year and then explodes and re-
leases its radiocactive content into the atmosphere,

its rediocactivity will be comparsble to that of a
Exarogen bomb., " (emphasis agaeai

In faect, Teller goes on to say that it ocould be worse
than & hydrogen bomb, because a nuclesr explcsion
11fts 1ts debris to a higher altitude where the fall-
ocout i1s diluted before descending, but the activity
from the explesion of a resctor will lie close to the
ground where its long after-life will wregk contemina-
tion for a mich more disastrous periecd of time. Such
a reactor explosion ocoure”d at an AEC installation in
Idaho earlier this year, killing three men. It was 6
days before the plant had cooled enough for rescue
teams to recover the last body and the plant hasn't
been entered since. This plant was two years old.

‘Another polnt, not mentioned by Teller in the quote,

1s the danger of local pollution from the dumping of
of radloactive wastes, often buried in the ground,
run off into streams, or released into the air. A sur-
vey by the Publioc Health Service showed that in one
river - the Miguel - used as a dqumping place by a Ura-
nium refinery, the radiastion level was 22 times the
maximm permissible level.

Filsh and Birds around the vioinity of the Hanford,
Wash, plant - which usei the Columbia River for cool-

ing purposes - show a high level of radioastivity in
thelr systems.,

A coalition of unions in Michigan has succeeded 1in
having a 90,000 kilowatt reactor 30 miles from Detroit
temporarily halted in its oconstrusction by successfully
seeking an injunction in the lower courts against the
AEC. The case is now before the Supreme Court.

- Robert Wolf
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THE STEEL SETTLEMENT

Following are extracts from letters written to
Views and Comments by a militant rank and file
steel worker, before and immediately after the
recent Steel "Settlement". Although somewhat
outdated, the observations of this worker are
extremely important. We have heard too mch
from the side of the bosses, the Government and
thelr labor stooges and not enough from the pro-
duoers themselves who are the real victims in
the situtsation.

_

Youngstown, Ohio - In this raw-steel producing sec =
tion of the country, I have talked with many of my
fellow steel-workers. There seems to be no interest
in the coming steel strike. There are many who have
worked but a few weeks in the past two years. These
men only talk of paying off their long overdue bills,
All they want is to catch up and to them a strike is
worse than being lalid off because they won't get state
unemployment compensgtion if a strike is called. The
men who have been fortunate enough to work during the
"recession” have been working & cut week of only 32
hours instead of the usual forty. All these men think
about 1s trying to put in a full week.

Many times I have pointed out that it is grossly unfair
for one man to make a million dollars in one year and
another man cannot find enough work to mske the small
sum of a thousand dollars. I tell them that the profit
system has to go. Everyone has listened and a few have
even nodded asgreement with my ideas. But there i1s a
general apathy in the men. The grinding pressure of reg-
imentation under the profit system has dulled the intel=-
leot and verve of my fellow workers.

I have alsc pointed out that the Steel Union has never
once asked me (or anyone else for that matter) what I
wanted or needed in regards to my job. The only response
I got was a shrug of the shoulders.

EEEEEENEN:;

Blg Steel and the big steel union are both monsters
holding the workingman in such a clutch that he is not
eble to emit one tiny yelp of protest. Is this statement
preposterous ? Not at all -« but the situation is ! We
all remember how Donald Rarick was forced out of the
union for daring to oeriticize and for opposing the one-
man rule in the steel union. Does this action not prove

that a dictatorship exists in the union ? What more
proof is needed ?

I for one did not believe my ears when I heard that a
new contract between blg steel and the steel union had
been signed. It did not ring a bell with me at the
time. But since, with recent developments pointing out
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the reasons for no strike this year, I realize what =

major coup the big steel barons accomplished without a
oostly shut-down of their plants that would have eaten
into their profits.

¥hy was there suoh mystery and secreay when the new
contract was signed 7 The steel workers had to be pre-
pared for being robbed of well=deserved increases 1n
pay and better working conditions. When the news of the
terms of the sgreement was released such expressions
were heard in the steel mills as ¢ "Mac has sold us
down the river sgain", "up the oreek without a paddle”.
One fellow composed a dero%atory poem to the tune of
"0ld MaocPonald had a Farm.

More and more of the rank and file of the steel union
are beginning to realize that they are exploited not
only by big steel and the Government but by the union
as well, We have a saying in the mills of being "in
the oclique", which is simply a term.agplied to polit-
ical patronage. To be M™in the clique"” means that any-
thing 1s possible but if you are not "in" then your
chances are slim for justice in a grievance. As time
goes by more and more union members are becoming d4dils-
sgtisfled with the way that the union is being run.

When the $6 per ton hoke in steel prices was announced,
I 1mmediately saw and understood the reason why bilg
steel had signed a new contract with the union. A das-
tardly deed had been perpetrated not only on the steel
workers but on the gullible public as well,

Many steel workers are applauding the moves made by
Preslident Kennedy, but how many of the millions of un-
employed are doing 80 ? Don't forget, the President
has been in offlce for a year and a half and the unem-
ployment problem 1s becoming more acute as the

time goes Dby.

The general dissgtisfaction and sentiment prevalent

in the steel mills shows that the time 1s ripe for us
to denounceé the hig Steelworkers Union and band toge-
ther into locals that would do away with the dictator-
ship situation in the union. Instead of kowtowing to
the dlctatorship of the leaders we could reorggnize
into small locals and thus have g truer representation
of the workers in any given plant or area. If local
autonomy can be started 1n the steel mills, think how
this could spread into other industries around the
country / This is a fight not only for menbers of

the big Steelworkers Union, but is the fight of every
workingman in the country. We should and must agitate

for our own locals and tell headquarters to go peddle
its deceit elsewhere !

You ask, "How can we accomplish this ?" I say that a
good start would be == demanding for the union locals
the power of the strike and the control of bargaining
in the interests of their own members. Simple. When

all the locals have signed up, there is no strike. But



if any one looal.has not come to an ggreement with the

company, then all the locals should go out on strike
until a2 settlement has been effected.

It 1s our moral duty to our fellow workers to discuss
and develop argzuments in favor of decentralizing the
big unions. With smgller local unions, the men will
lose their apathy and tend to show more interest 1n
their unions and in the conditions where they work,
Decentralizing the big unions will be a giant step
in the right direction,

ces and condltions approved and aontrolled by the State.
Present governmental policles are an extension of Frank-
1lin Delano Roosevelt's New Deal which lald the founda-
tions of State Capitalism in the U.S.A., For three dec-
ades the Fedaral Government has grown progressively
stronger in relation to other forces in soclety,

This latest eplsode 1s another demonstration of the
nature and funetion of the modern State. It disproves
the Marxist dictum that the State 1s merely the execu-
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COMMENT

A detalled analysis of the parts played by Lsbor,
Management and Government during and after the steel
settlement would take more space than we can spare

at this time. Here and now, we shall raise only a
few general points. In the power struggle between
these three forces, that of the Government has won

a major battle. The State has emerged victorious as
the strongest pressure institution in American socle-
ty today. Labor 'has suffered a crushing defeat, not
in an open strike struggle with the steel trust but
by the Government pressure for a "non-inflationary
set tlement”, This amounted to about ten cents an
hour, the smallest wage inorease and the most "moder-
ate" settlement in the history of the industry.

Through Kennedy's "Council of Economic Advisors",the
Government has estgblished the precedent that wage
increases must not exceed by more than three percent,
the average rise in productivity. Demands for short-
er hours will not be tolerasteds The Government will
do everything in its power to prevent strikes whioch
in 1ts opinion "are not in the public interest®,
Should an unauthorizef strike ocour, the President
would now have the power to postpone it for 80 days
without even having to go to Court for an injunoction.
"Fect Finding Boards" would now be empowered to rec=
commendsettlements™, .To their everlasting shame,

the six top leaders of the AFL-CIO endorsed these
anti-labor, anti-strike proposals of the Governnment.

The Steel Trust -- Number One Glant of American in-
qustry - was severely defeated by the Government

when U.S.Steel tried to ralse its price by $6 per ton.
The State forced the trust to rescind i1ts lncrease by
exerting enormous legal and economio pressure. The
Government threatened the Steel Trust with FRI inves-
tigation and prosecution for price fixing. The
Administration threatened to hold bask Aefense orders
amounting to 28 billion dollars from those companies
that 414 not sooperate with its economis policies.

The Government established the principle that business
may only be permitted to raise prices under circumstan-

tlve committee of the capitalist olass. The conduct

of the U.S. Government in this test of strength has
shown that the State can play its own independent role.
In effect, the State 12 a class in 1tself, stronger and
able to dominate svery other class i1n scciety, and
strong enough to regulate the economy and effectively
dictate the conditions of all social life.

Those who pralse the Government for Adisciplining the
Steel Trust, must be prepared to acrcept also its regu-
lation of ITabor. Those who, like the edlitors of the
Trotskylst "™ilitant", call for nationalization of the
steel industry muat be prepared to accept the sonsequen-
ces of this authoritarian principle.

Authoritarians, whether or not they call themselves
"soclalists", who advocate nationalization, and endorse
further extenslons of governmental sontrola through
"welfarism" are advocating a course that lsads inexor-
ably to the further curtallment of human liberties. Revo-
lutionists strive for Workers Control of Industry and the
abolition of all exploitation be it by private capitalism
or by State capitalism.
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SPAIN — STRIKE ACTION

A pre-revolutionery situation exists in both Spain and Por-
tugal. That in Portugal was sparked by the seizure of the
Santa Maria on the high seas and an uprising in the Afriecan
colony of Angola. This was followed by a series of demon =-
strations and military revolts in the homelsnd.

In Spsin, the wave of strikes has involved tens of thou =

sands of workers in all parts of the country. In large part
these have been spontaneous. But without the anarcho-syndi -
oalist and sociaglist traditions that still live on despite

a quarter century of fascist rule, such generalized snd well
coordinated action would not have’been pgssible.

Just as the October uprising of 1934 led by the Asturian
miners, was the forerunner of the glorious July Days of
1956, so, this spring's strike movement that sentered
largely on a new generation of Asturian coal-miners may

well be the harbinger of the revolutionary overthrow of
Franecisco Franco.
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whichever 1s pushed over first

Totalitarian regimes and totalitsrian parties resemble

each other in essentials more than they differ. Similar-
1tles carry over into many surface aspeots as well, The
propaganda agencles of both Madrid and Moscow would have
us believe that it 1is the commnists who are responsible

for the heroic resistence of the Spanish workers.
could be further from the truth.

tor in Spain, the communists
agands-wise from the
Franco's regime by the U.S.Government.

00 uses the bogey of communism to blackmail the U.S. for
continued support.

Under Franco, the vertical "syndicates"

Falange ere set up on "gorporate™ 1lines and embraae both
the workers and their employers. These syndicates rep-
resent the workers of Spain to the same degree th&t the
Russien "unions" represent the workers of Russia. For

the regime they are useful and at times have been effect-
ive instruments for oontrelling the masses.

organized by

The Spanish communists have for some time been infiltrat-
ing these vertiocal syndicates, a fact pointed out repeat-
edly by the press of the Spanish anarchists in exile. It
Eas bogn their hope to eventually take over intect anad

a8 18", these organisms that are Practically taeilered
for their purposes. The recent strikes against the reg-
ime have shown what the Spanish workers think of these
vertiocal syndicates. These falangist "unions" will gerte-
ainly not be permitted to survive the tyrant's downfall,
and certain people are likely to be left out in the
00ld .... unless of oourse they are gble to succeed in
an abrupt about-face and worm their way into the resis-
tance movement as the Catholics are also trying to do.

When the strike in Asturias was three weeks old, a ship
manned with sallors and flying the Polish cormmnist flag
arrived at the port of Gijon in Asturiss with a load of
coal. The Spanish stevedores refused to unloed the seab

cargo. The Polish commnist orew did,under th %
tion of Pranco's militery forces. ala, e protec

The mounting opposition to Franeco is based

the industrial and urban working olass withP§§§a§3;§§:2
of other social forces. In Portugal, democratiec libersl-
l1sm plays a major role as do dissident foranes in the
army. There 1s open revolt in the eclonies. Beset by
insoluble problems, it appears unlikely that the decrep-
1t Salazar diotatorship can survive mioh longer,

In today's world there is little chence that either
the Iberian distators asould survive the fall of the o

other. They both totter on the brink of the abyss and

wlll probably drag the
the Spanish workers will

on several fronts at once. New
revolutionary perspectives will be opened., Their ggvangw

tageous utilization will depend on the de
the lessons of 1936=39 have been learned.gree B,

other with him. As in 1936,
find that they must fight

"Ro Bo

Nothing
Although not a major face

have benefitted greatly prop-
militery and economic gid extended to

And, in turn, Fran-
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EN UN LUGAR DE LA MANCHA...

HUELGAS

HUELGAS estudiantiles en Barcelona.

HUELGAS estudiantiles en Madrid.

HUELGAS estudiantiles también en Sevilla.

HUELGAS portuarias en Cartagena,

HUELGAS recientes obreras en el pPais Vas-
Co y otras zonas del Norte de Espana...

HUELGAS igualmente recientes en Madrid
por parte de los estudiantes de Ciencias Poli-
ticas y Econdmicas...

Es interesante, Es alentador. Es — sobre to-
do — muy significativo.

El pueblo espanol ha sido, hasta ahora el
unico que (al parecer) ha llegado a olvidar
que la huelga es un derecho sagrado, un re-
curso inalienable, un dispositivo infalible, un
arma tan poderosa y eficaz que, aplicada
oportunamente da, en todo momento y situa-
¢ion, la victoria al pueblo, por encima y en
contra de las coacciones o amenazas de la ti-
rania.

Las huelgas que ahora se han producido, las
que en estos momentos se siguen produciendo,
en los diversos puntos de nuestra piel de toro,
son otros tantos grandes pasos dados hacia el
progreso, hacia la libertad y el orien efecti-
VO, que dederan seguir a la desaparicion del
fascismo ibérico.

Recordemos no obstante que las huelgas
¢ausan victimas; estudiantes barceloneses, tra-
bajadores vascos, portuarios andaluces, espa-
noles, en fin, de muy diversas profesiones y
edades, irdn nuevamente a engrosas el nume-
ro de las victimas del franquismo.

Estos hombres, todos los hombres, el pueblo
nuestro en su totalidad, reclaman abiertamen-
te la cooperacion, el esfuer.o y entusiasmo por
la misma causa que todos debemos aportar, en
una correspondencia justa a su sacrificio pri-
mero, y a nuestro prop.o interés y dignidad
después.

Aprovechamos - ¢cOmo no -- estas lineas
para hacer patente a todos ellos, sin distin-
cion alguna, la profunda, efectiva y sentida
solidaridad nuestra y de cuantos como nos-
otrop piensan, y les aseguramos formalmente
qQue su sacrificio no sera, en ningun caso, es-
térll, porque atin hay jovenes numerosos d:s-
puestos a secundarlo, reconocerlo y abre-
viarlo,

IADELANTE!
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«La verdadera desesperanza nQ nace de w.ia
obstinada adversidad ni del abatimiento de
una lucha desigual; se origing Cuando uUnoO o
advierte mds sus razones parc la lucha y fus-
tamente cuando hace falta luchar. Nuestra s~
tuacion exrpresa claramente que si la lucha 68
déficil, las razones para luchar, al Menocs, per-
manecen siemjpre claras.»

x

«Sea como sea, hay un liméte que no s Po-
drd superar, Durante muchos afos hemos Co-
mido elpondeladenotaydelawmw.
El dia de la libe;acion, en la cuspude de la
mds grande esperanza, hemos aprendido tam-
bién que la wvictoria habia sido traicionada y
que era necesario renunciar a algunas de
nuestras ilusiones. (A algunas? Sin duda. Des-
pués de todo no somos unos ninos. Pero, sin
embargo, no a todas, no a nuestra fidelidad
mds esencial. Sobre ese limite que trazamos
estd, en todo caso, Espaia, que nos ayuda a
ver claro. Ningun combate serd justo si se ha-_
ce, en realidad, contra el pueblo espanol. Y si
se hace conitra él se hard sin nosotros, Nin-
guna Europa, ninguna cullura serd libre si se
erigen sobre la servidumbre del pueblo espa-
flol. Y si se erigen . sobre esa servidumbre se
hard conira nosotros.» .

«Estas palabras quizds sean inutiles, pero
queda sitio para la esperanza. Ninguna derro-
ta serd definitiva mientras que el pueblo es- -
paiol guarde su fuerza de combate. Puede ser
una paradojs, pero es ese pueblo hambriento,
subyugado, el que es guardidn de nuestrao es-
peranza. Guardémonos muy bien de creer que
la causa republicana vacila. Guardémonos
muy bien de creer que Europa agoni'za, Lo que
agoni:a, del. Este, del QOeste, son .as ideolo-
gias.»

o

- N

We reprodquce sbove a facsimile of an 1llegally
published newspaper of the Iberian Libertarian
Youth. This is one of numerous anarohist papers
that have appeared intermittently in the under-
ground in Spaln during recent years.
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