WEST MIDLANDS CND RAFFLE TICKETS

If anyone has any ticket stubs left,please return them to
Crabapple now. They have to be in Birmingham by 21ist, | 4 '
~and the draw is on April 26th.

NCTASTACTACTACTARIAY:
AN SN NN
 J.R. and the School of Sincerity ./VJ J i

This slot here is just to say thank~you to JR and the
fchool of Sincerity for all their efforts on and before
Friday 4th April. This benefit gig was not a Peace Group
initiative but was offered by David Morreale of "“JR etc."
and all the work put towards it was the effort of the

band. We made £60 profit after costs. |
The band have offered to do another gig for the Peace

Group, maybe in the summer.....I thoroughly enjoyed 1it.
Thanks again. -

PS. Chris's poSters were great. - SL6aN
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SHREWSBURY ...
| BASIC CASE WORKSHOP.

Shrewsbury Peace Group are hoping to'have a Basic Case
workshop on April 29th,Tues. It will probably be at
Belmont Youth Centre, at 7.30pm. Both date and Venue are
to be confirmed. We will let you know. BT

'~ If Shrewsbury Peace Group decide to launch their own
local EPIC, we will probably use May 17th as our starting
date, and culminate on Survival Saturday,whenever that
is. There are many aspects of this campaign and there 1s
bound to be something in it that you can do to help. Do
come to the workshop. We are hoping to have Bill Braddick
of West Mid CND to help us with ideas. This is something
that the whole group can do together. It would be helpful
if the newsletter distributors could make the workshop, '
because we may have information for them to pass on., If
‘you want to know more please ring me on S'bury 271274, If
I'm not there,leave your name etc. and I can ring you back.




URENCO's enrichment plant at Capenhurst. (Cheshire) provides
fuel for nuclear power stations.The new MoD plant on the
same site has cost £100 million, and is to make highly
enriched uranium to fuel Trident submarlnes, and also for
nuclear weapons.

The uranium which is enriched for military use is mined

THE SNOWBALL
CAMPAIGN

The Snowball Campéign is a non-violent action but it means under inhuman conditions in Namibia by Rio Tinto Zinc, a
breaking the law. Each of the Snowballers cuts a single British company. This is in defiance of the United Nations
strand of the perimeter wire fence at a local nuclear base. Decree which makes it illegal to import raw materials from
With this action they are saying : Namibia while that country is occupied by South Africa.

LIFE ON THIS EARTH IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN ANYTHING ELSE !! Most ordinary people (no such thing-Ed.) long for peace
and Justice. They have tried hard to make our government
The Snowball started with three people cutting the fence at listen, without success. So the Snowball Campaign began.

USAF S?ulthorpe in Norfolk, then nine, then twenty-seven, THE NEXT LEG OF THE SNOWBALL WILL HAPPEN ON APRIL 18-20th.
then eighty-one. The numbers grow and grow. - A GROUP IS GOING FROM SHREWSBURY, TO 'SNOWBALL' AT CAPEN-
Each of the Snowballers goes to the police and hands in a HURST. WE WILL BE TAKING PART. IN SUBSEQUENT SNOWBALLS TOO.
statement explaining why s/he cut the fence. Each person LF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN JOINING THE EVER-GROWING SNOWBALL,
also writes three letters - either personal or to a public WHETHER TO GET ARRESTED OR TO SUPPORT,....
figure - explaining why this action was taken. Fach promises - CONTACT BRIAN (CRABAPPLE) phone Cross Houses 418

that the Snowball will stop if one of three simple requests
is answered...

1) THAT BRITAIN STARTS VOTING IN FAVOUR OF MULTILATERAL
DISARMAMENT PROPOSALS AT THE UNITED NATIONS REGARDLESS
OF HOW THE UNITED STATES VOTES.

2) THAT BRITAIN PUBLICLY SUPPORTS A COMPREHENSIVE TEST
'BAN TREATY,

3) THAT BRITAIN TAKES SOME INDEPENDENT STEP TOWARDS A
FREEZE OR REDUCTION OF ARMS SUCH AS NOT BUYING TRIDENT,

SENDING CRUISE BACK OR REJECTING U.S. PROPOSALS TO

STORE CHEMICAL WEAPONS IN THIS COUNTRY.

Unless the government takes some step towards stopping the
arms race, the Snowball will grow and grow and groWee.ess

TODAY, IN' PCOR COUNTRIES, FORTY THOUSAND CHILDREN DIED.
TOMORROW, FORTY THOUSAND MORE WILL DIE, AND SO ON ... ’
Their deaths could be prevented if Jjust a little bit of

o

BREAD NOT

the money we spend on weapons and bombs could be used | ';; 2% BONBS WEEK
to help them. - . R R

OQur government says it wants to help, but it does very
little. Our government also says it wants peace, but it
doesn't try very hard there, elther.

OUR GOVERNMENT SHOULD DO SOMETHING POSITIVE FOR PEACE.




to.advertise Shropshires first year with NFZ status,

£ 5 . - -
‘i’ = D Im Shf’ OFSHIIQ. &aCQ, Mark Davies is organising a newspaper ad. for May 17th
-
o’ ' —

o This is.an expensive. thing to do,costing well over £150,
QLLLBnCQ, MQNS . ‘ as Shrewsbury Peace Group found out during Bread not
The caravan is nearly ready!!'i!!! What do you mean, | Bombs week last year, and sponsorship from other than
what caravan? Well,are you sitting comfortably..... Peace Alliance funds will be needed.
| If you would like to contribute and know peoPIe who
Once upon a time there was a large organisation might also like to help, please contact Mark ‘on S'bury
called CND. Framthe goodness of their hearts they ~ . 64842, Alternatively, send donations,labelled Newspaper

bequeathed from their treasury a sum of money to a:lowly Ad., to Jill Bedford, 11 Underdale Rd. Shrewsbwny
group of peace campaigners in Shropshire. CND said they | & . |

could buy a caravan to have their summer holidays in...
oops, no 1 mean to take displays of thelr peaceful message
around the CoOUNntyescessson

Well, it's nearly ready. Dave,Alison,Mark and Bill

SPONSORED FAST

and others Jjoined together at Berrington Hall and performed ' Starting 20th April we (Helen Vickers, Sue Richardson,

miracles. Emily and I are hoping to paint the outside and Steve Collins) plan to fast for 3 days. By doing

with Mark's beautiful new NFZ design. : this we hope to raise money for the charity aid for
Anyone wanting to use the caravan,(and it was agreed African education. This charity is concerned with

that other groups ie. FOE, NCCL, Anti-Apartheld etc. could ~ Africa's long term problems; assisting in such areas

use it.) please. ring Dave on Cross Houses 418 to book. as Agriculture, Medicine, and Housing.

However,having sald all that, it's not available until If you would like to sponsor us you will flnd a,

after thé grand opening on May 17th - the anniversary sponsor form .in Crabapple 1-2 Castle gates. For

of the NFZ vote......which leads me nicely on to the next more information contact Helen Vickers Shrewsbury

BEE, LTS s | 221#56 or Steve Collins Shrewsbury 246555
It was agreed to make a splash of May 17th, the first P

anniversary of the NFZ vote. Jack Turner, the Chair of |
the County Council, has agreed to open the caravan at the ; l!l BRI
ohirehall in -Shrewsbury. It was also thought we could have

a rally and possibly a march, Shrewsbury Peace Group is

very keen on this but we need to know if other groups | C,EQD FEST'VAL 1986

are willing to support this venture. We will almost }

certainly go ahead with a rally at the Shirehall, but the

there's no point in having a march with only 6 people...

So if you,as an individual or as a group, are interested ! |

please,please,please let me know. Susan S'bury 271274 :
Groups could book a coach for the day and have a few

hours shopping as well. We need you, your banners and your
colour to make this a memorable celebration!

Please contact me before 15th April otherwise we won't '
nave enough time to organise anything worthwhile. X
jusan, 9 Peace Cottages,01ld Coleham,Shrewsbury = 271274 b. R ot Biacdt
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WHO LED HILDF

We still don't know, do we?
I'm not sure why I went to see this play. I knew that I'd
be very depressed afterwards.....

shortly after Hilda was murdered, 1 Wa.s sharing an
evening with some friends out at Plox Green. I had seen
Mick earlier:in the day and he had said that he wouldn't
be able to come because,in view of the clrcumstances,
he didn't want to leave Jane alone in their isolated
country cottage. I told him to bring Jane along too and
so there were a&bout 8 of us sitting around talking and
obviously Hilda was uppermost in our minds. |

We convinced ourselves that there was no way that
the security forces/police/goverment etc. could have had
anything to 4o with Hilda's death. That sort of thing
doesn't happen in this country. We were all very disturbed
by the implications of some of the evidence but managed
to persuade ourselves (?) that it just wasn't possible.
Qur police wouldn't do it....would they? The Government
wes pretiy rotten but they couldn't sink that low......
could they?” ,

As time went by and evidence came in and issues were
evaded and nothing happened, realisation dawned on us that

we were almost certainly wrong in our previous conclusions.

The play was superb and caringly performed. The Music
Hall was packed. There must have been 500 people in that
hall. How did they feel....Many of my friends were there,
T think I know how they were feeling. There were amusing
parts but I couldn't laugh. It was all too distressing.

I was shaking by the end.

Nothing particularly new was sald but the issue of
Hilda's death was raised again. 0dd how the police had
an incident caravan in the Square that previous week
asking for further information. R

One plece of information did come to light....l don' t
think I'11l ever forget it. About 3 months before Hilda
died a Mrs Goodman disappeared. Who?.....Mrs Goodman
was area secretary for CND;a member of The Council for the
Protection of Rural Wales. She was of an age with Hilda
and her involvement in ccnservation and the peace movement

were very similar. She went shopping one day from her
home in Corwen and has not been seen since,

I didn't think we had Karen Silkwoods in this
country but it looks like I was wrong . again, il

Susan

Ry "It could have been me,

: But instead it was you.

o0 I'll keep doing the work you were d01ng
As if I were two. -

And 1f you can die for Freedom

Freedom - Freedom - Freedom

If you can die for Freedom,
I can too."

Holly'Near.

Of’aﬂaﬂucr
g woman ancked

ﬂs cmmm- mu.
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LOCAL DIARY...

Tues.April 15th.........STAR WARS VIDEO.....7.30pm at the

Gateway. Also there's business to
be discussed. So please be there.

......Kibbutz meeting with Moshe Matsuma
- Speaking on communitarian life.
Dawley Information Centre,High

Wed.April 16th....

Street,Dawley. 7.30pm. All Welcome.

Fri.April 18th..........John Eigar ~ NUCLEAR FREE TONE -
Radical folk singer,live at the
Seven Stars,0ld Coleham at 8pm.
50p on the door - pass the hat for
John. Do not miss him, he's

_ BRILLIANT t!Y! . -

Wed.23xd Aprit..........Prayer for Peace Group meeting.

11,Aysgarth Road. Contact: Judy

Jones, S'bury 58518

i

j

| Thur,April 24th.........PHILLIPINO PRIEST, JOSE BLANCO

will talk about NVDA and how it |
worked for the revélution in the
Phillipines and NVDA relating to |
the Peace Movement The Gateway

7.30pm,

Sat.April 26%h. s .ceses0.5ave The Moscow Trust Group -

petition in Anstice Square,
Madeley. 10.30am. If you can help
please contact Mark Stokes, 7,
Burton Close,Dawley,TF4 2BX

Tues.April 29th.........BASIC CASE WORKSHOP...probably at
“Belmont Youth Centre at 7.30pm.
Contact Susan Caroline S'bury

271274, ... .8ee paged

Tues.May 6th,........Business meeting at 11,Underdale Road,
8pm. To discuss...May 17th.
- Survival Saturday
Baslic Case
Fundraising
and lots more.

Wed April 7th........Shropshire Peace Alliance Meeting
| United Reformed Church,linglish Bridge

Shrewsbury. 7.30pm. .

Tues.April 13th......Capenhurst,Nuclear Power and Nuclear
Weapons. Patricia Pulham from Cheshire

will talk on the above at Wem Parish
rooms at 8 pm.

SATURDAY 17th MAY....SHROPSHIRE - NUCLEAR FREE ZONE =
ist ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
AT THE SHIREHALL , SHREWSBURY
“‘,,/‘ See page for further detalls.

June 2181; - 28th.....BREAD NOT BOMBS WEEK.........

During this week there will be a sponsored fast

by several members of Shrewsbury Peace Group.

The proceeds will go to Campaign against the Arms
Trade, Oxfam and, 1f people want it, Shrewsbury
Peace Group. If you feel it would be best split

two or three ways or 1f you want Bo take part,

ring Jilly Shipway on S*bury 245659 or 11,Underdale
Road, Shrewsbury.

SatoJuly 12th......... WEM PEACE Fm.TIVAL;‘.‘...OCCQQ




\2, that would not yield up 1ts Secret, growing ever stronger,

TH E M\/TH T R E E 8vY NW 'g;eie i;gegziyl;mow what to do to save the Earth and so stood

There once was a Man who saw a plece of Earth, marvelled | R _ AN 3 ~
at its beauty, at the flowers and trees that grew there. Y it e QS e
He walked among them, heard the call of the birds and saw Then one day they awoke to find that 4in the night he
the movements of the animals, and for a while he was | had built a fence, he had surrounded~the area that had
content, But always he asked questions. "Why is the grass ._ been pure delight with a hideous mass of wire, and they
so green, how do birds fly, what is water ?" He also saw 1 were on the outside, Too late they realised that by their
that all living things end and die and return to the Earth inaction they had been put outside, his hatred had grown
and he grew afraid. He thought if he could only find the r so much that even they were now enemies. They watched day
. Secret of Life he could live frever. So he cut down a tree by day as a monstrous structure -began to appear within
to examin: it and found that Life disappeared and he could the fence and great was the sickness and horror they felt
not catch it. He pulled a flower apart and the same thing when they realised that he was building a device with
heppened. His fear grew and as it grew he began to destroy which he could take apart the"wQIQd.cbmpletely; “Doesn't
more of the living beauty in an effort to catch Life. - he realise by now," they sald,"that to take apart Life is
to lose Life ? He will destroy everything.". They stood
There was a Woman who also 1lived weeping and moaning, clutching the fence ‘and gradually
- 1in the garden and one day he noticed they became aware of movement around them. Women appeared,
~ that whllst he was angry and afraid one by one, each moaning and weeping until the fence was
@ fé@ she was relaxed and smiling and the surrounded by Women. The Man looked up and noticed the
@ @ 7 flowers grew around her and the Women but so afraid was he that he simply added more wire
animals came to her. "She is closer and continued building his Weapon of Destruction.
to the Secret than I." he thought and 4 B -
called her to him. She loved him and Then the miracle began to
she came. His anger and fear grew and happen. The Women saw the fear
as 1t did so he punished hexr for his - in the Man and saw that he was
own inability to reach the Secret. afraid of them and then looked
She became his servant, and did his - to themselves and saw that it
will, but always when he looked at was because they were still
her he was reminded of the fact that connected to the Earth and
- he did not own the secret. still felt in thelr hearts its
Soon everything began to remind him and so he cut down z:igrtﬁgsS:gie:OZitigzsas iﬁat
all the trees, destroyed the flowers, and the more destruc- o |
4 i th fraid he desires"”, they told one
ve he became the more afrald he became. The Woman looked another. "We are of the Earth and hold Life within us,

on with sorrow. But then one day the woman heard a new
note in the walling of the wind across the wasteland that

gﬁi Eeeﬁe:he Sa:gen- It was the sound of human crying. crumble. Their power began to flow ever stronger and the
E 0; up and saw another Woman., Thelr eyes met in posts and the wire began to shatier and dissolve. They
a shock of communication. Love flowed between them, and took hands and slowly moved to the area where the Man was

tears flowed as each felt the pain in the other. They still building. He turned and saw them and his face
reached out to one another and turned to see the Man busy twisted with rage and hatred.

pouring more poison on the land, his hatred for the Earth | . .!3.

this fence is not part of our land." One by one they began
to pull and push at the fence and slowly it began to



Still they came on, the power of the Earth they loved,
the Secret of Life flowing between them, they walked on

-, and on and he was powerless to stop them. He tried to hack

them dowr but as they fell more moved up behind them and

‘he saw the Life in the fallen bodles rise up and the ground

became green and the flowers grew over thelr bodles.
Finally they :eached his Weapon and began t6é dismantle it.
Ac they rendered it harmless they chanted and sang and
the wind moved their halr and the birds sang agaln and
the grass grew thicker, | |

t

-

He watchsed helplessly and found that as the Weapon
was broken down Wy their actions something was happening
to him. He felt his tension dropping away. He saw the
flowers and the trees and heard the singing and remembered
where he had come from. He felt new Life springing up and
felt water on his face. He put up his hands to his eyes
and Tound that he was weeping. His tears flowed down and
over the ground, a pool formed and more flowers and grass
grew avound it. He saw with a shock that his tears had
created a tiny garden,Life had come from\him. "The Secret
has been here inside me all the time,” he thought. He
looked up and saw the Women smiling at him. "We have work
to do,”™ he said to them, "We must repair the damage 1 have
done and you must teach me how to do it."

This newsletter was compilled
by Susan, Simon and Steve.

We need some one to do the
next issue....any volunteers?
Copy~date for the next issue
is Friday, May 2nd. Stuff for
thls to 9,Peace Cottages,Old
Coleham, Shrewsbury or leave
it in the box in Crabapple
shop, Castlegates, Shrewsbury.
Anyway, hope you enjoy this

issue..... i1 N
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FRIENDS
OF THE
EARTH

Sometime in May, the bulky outline of Trawsfynydd
Nuclear Power Station will be graced by hundreds of
balloons scaring upwards in front of it. Some of the
tags attached to them will be sent back to us, drawing
attention to how far radiocactive dust could travel In
the event of a serious accident. Trawsfynydd, 50 miles
to the west, is our nearest nuclear reactor.

There are two particular points to this exercilse.
First, the existing station is 23 years old, a few
years away from the end of its life. And so, shall we
say, not in its safest condition - as has been pointed
up by the recent leak of radiocactive carbon dioxide.

Secondly, after the Sizewell Inquliry report comes
out around September, the Electricity Board will press -
whatever the recommendations - for a whole 'family’ of
Pressurised Water Reactors. One likely site is (you
guessed? ) Trawsfynydd. The PWR design is inherently
more dangerous than previous deslgns because of the
tremendous pressure at which it operates. So 1f anything
goes wrong, it gets serious in fractions of a second. So
quickly that humans cannot deal with 1€ It has to be
left to computers.

The nuclear power industry, worldwlde, is teetering
on ‘the brink of its own grave. let's help it to fall in.
Pop-a-reactor from Crabapple and other outlets throughout
the area; 40p buys a tag to tle on a balloon.

Further details: Shrewsbury Friends of the Earth; phone

Shrewsbury 67968,



KiwiEPING THE BOAT AFLOAT
by Julian Critchley,QC,MP

| Defence is not a subject in which Parliament takes
much interest. There is a brief ‘open season' at the -
beginning of the year, two days given over to debating
the White Pape¥ which is the annual announcement by the
Government of its defence policy, and a further three days
devoted to the interests of the three services. mless
there is a sudden change of policy,eg.the run down of the
surface {leet as encouraged by Mrs Thatcher and John Nott
in the early 1980's (thus giving a signal to the Junta
that there were likely pickings in the South Atlantic),
defence comes low in the list of Parliament's priorities.

For several years I have been one of three Vice
Chairmen of the Conservative Party's backbench defence
committee, a task which cannot be described: as arduous.
The Chairman is Sir Anthony Buck, the Member for Colches-
ter and a former 'naval person', We meet weekly on
Wednesdays at 16.15 in order to listen to a sequence of
suests: academics, journalists and retired admirals with
scmething lethal to sell. Some of our guests have even
been Known to bring Charts, '

The party should not be confused with the all-party
select committee which takes 1ltself altogether more
seriously., The select committee can summon witnesses and -
wiite reports, which as they are rarely given debating .
time on the floor of the House, enjoy a brief life, as
short as that of the mayfly, but less productive. The
party committee, on the other hand, acts to keep the boat
afloat while not actually rocking it.

e Fe e NeHe o AP FeH e H Ho P I AW N W WK

We have few illusions., Less than 4% of Parliamentary
time is devoted to defence on which has been spent since
the end of the Second War between a quarter and a third
of all Goverment expenditure. |

Parliament can elther approve or disapprove of
Government policies., It has no power as Congress has, to
even alter the pattern of allocation, ¥¥*¥*¥¥AX¥*¥k3i{ is
in defence matters, as in no other subject, that the
differences between the elected on both sides of the
Atlantic are so great.

16.

And yet there are limits beyond which no prudent

Tory Secretary of State would willingly go. After the
Nassau agreement in 1963, the Knights of the Shires
feared lest the deterrent would be no longer>independept
Whatever the costs of the Trident programme, there is no

doubt that the Government would not consider its cancell-

ation, modifigation,or replacement, this side of the

next election. Too much emotional capital has been
invested in 1it. |

PP e I3 I I A I KNI BN KW

The backbench Conservative MP has long been regarded
as the lowest form of political life. By "Consexrvative",
I mean "Goveébent”; an opposition backbencher can have
more fun., As a Tory my task is to sustailn the CGovernment
in office. As an MP who has taken an interest in defence
matters for more than twenty years, I have no doubt in
the role that Parllament is called upon to play.

Parliament has been excluded from direct participa-

- tien in the policy making process, It is for our masters

to guage what 1t is they can get away with. Parliament
has no voice in many, if not all, of the major policy
decisions that have been taken since the War. Lord Atlee
never informed or consulted hlis cabinet, let alone
Parliament before embarking on the construction of a
strategic nuclear force. Operation Antelope, later re-
named the Chevaline project, was revealed tc¢ the House

by Francis Pym ten years after its lnception. The list
is endless.

Parliament's fallure to prvide a forum for defence
policy has set a 1limlt o the size of an informed public
opinion on matters of defence. Thils, in its turn, has
meant that the authority with which the Govermment of the
day can .clothe their policy decisions has made them
immediately acceptable to public opinion as a whole. The
evidence of the public opinion polls has been that the

- public attitude to policies, whether conscription, the

level of spending or the independent nuclear deterrent,
has been one of support for whatever the Government's view
on any of these topics may have been at any one time., The
public approved a three per cent increase in real terms

in defence spending; now that the party is over, and
defence will be squeezed, no one seems to care very much.

Julian Critchley is Tory MP for Aldershot.

Ed., this article was written in De¢.85 before the Westland
crisis. HRHHAAAX = odited
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P The Womens Peace Camp is Still there !(Despite constant
evictions.) But new women and those who have been before
are always welcome, In fact some women are coping with the
evictions better than ever thanks to a special new tent
that can be removed and carried away, complete with
contents, in about ten seconds. This amzing new tent (with
built in ground sheet) has been built by a sympathetic
camping firm in Cumbria, and financed by the Quakers who
are donating them to Greenham. | -
~ However, even the new tent doesn't stop the balliffs
attacking women. And when women are attacked the police
alwvays look the other way..... |

Meanwhile, inside the base,the Americans are spending
250 million dollars on *“new facilities”....

_ AT GREENHAM.

Over the last couple of years, many women at Greenham
have become ill with strange symptoms - sickness, headaches,
dizziness and disrupted menstrual cycles for example. With
many women experiencing these symptoms at the same time,
and with the effects being noticed partlcularly at one
gate, it was thought that it might have something to do
with the base itself, Visiting doctors and scientists have
connected the symptoms to low-level microwave radiation,
and have found that areas around the base are being
subjected to radlatlon levels much higher than expected.
Microwaves can cause physiological and neurological
changes in humans, and very high levels can cause blindness
and death. Both Americans and Russians are trying to
develope microwave battlefield weapons - the Americans
tested an "electronic flamethrower" back in 1I972. The
military am't #allowed” to experiment on humans, but
perhaps they see Greenham women as guinea pigs rather
than humans,..Some Greenham women are currently under-
going tests to find ocut what's happening to them......






