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The White Terror in America.

On another page we give an account of the war being waged 
in the United States against all those who seek to build a happier 
world by abolishing capitalism. The revolution in Russia has 
caused a perfect panic amongst the capitalists, and in their 
attempt to prevent the spread of Communist ideas in America 
they are using police and ex-soldiers to smash up every organisa
tion that seeks to spread revolutionary thought. On December 21 
many Russian comrades were deported from New York to an 
unknown destination, and on January 2 what is described as 

a round-up of extremists” took place in many cities from New
York to California, several thousands being arrested. All the 
aliens are to be deported, and those who are American citizens 
will be prosecuted under the Criminal Anarchy Law. The wear
ing of an l.W.W. button, or membership of the Communist 
Party, or the possession of Anarchist literature is sufficient to 
make one liable to prosecution. A comrade writes from New 
York: ‘‘Tyrannical ns Britain is, not even in the suppression of 
the Irish does she excel the concerted, hypocritical wave of 
stifling laws being passed in this country. To merely be sus
pected of knowing a Radical is sufficient excuse for a police raid. 
They come in and just destroy everything wantonly, without 
rhyme or reason. There is a malignant wave of reaction setting 
in throughout America that promises to develop into a national 
Ku-Klux of Civil War infamy.” Vnarchists are dem uneed for 
saying that capitalism can only be overthrown by the use of force. 
Wo are told to look to a peaceful solution of social problems 
The capitalists themselves prove the falsity of this view. They 
defend their privileges by force and fraud, and those who dare 
to strike at the root of exploitation and robbery will be attacked 
by these human tigers with all the forces at their command. 
They are the people who stand in the way of a peaceful evolution 
of society.

The Allies and Russia.
Clemenceau’s statement that the Allies were going to put 

a ring of barbed wire round Soviet Russia should stop all the 
talk about the negotiations at Copenhagen leading to peace. The 
defeat of Denikin and Koltehak has upset the plans of the Allies 
for the present, but there can be no peace between Soviet Russia 
and capitalism. Lloyd George has created an impression that 
the British Government is opposed to intervention, but that 
France insists on continuing the war. We prefer to believe that 
Winston Churchill’s view is the one held bv the British Govern- * •
merit. He says: ‘ No one could tell what would emerge from 
Russia, but it would be something very menacing to civilisation, 
and especially dangerous to the British Empire. New forces were 
springing up in Asia Minor, and if Russian Bolshevism and 
Turkish Mohammedanism should join hands, the situation for 
Great Britain would be grave.” Churchill means that the 
investments of the wealthy classes in Britain would be in danger, 
but if the workers of this country were really in free possession 
of the land in which they live and work, they should welcome 
the fact that the inhabitants of India and Egypt were going to 
throw off the British yoke and settle their own affairs in their 
own way. The Russian people will have quite enough to do for 
many years to repair the ravages of the war. without troubling 
about Turkey or India : but as long as the British people support 
the war against Soviet Russia, the Russians will retaliate by try
ing to cause trouble in India. When will the British workers 
talc/f possession of the wealth they have created in their own 
country, and thus help in breaking up that monstrous weapon 
of exploitation, the British Empire?

£

Is a Labour Government Coming?

Labour candidates’ greatly increased polls, added to their 
victories at Parliamentary and municipal elections, have set their 
hearts beating at the thought of taking their seats on the Govern
ment benches cf the House of Commons. However much the 
leaders of the Labour Partv mav disagree about Bolshevism, 
Direct Action and Free Trade, they are all agreed that they could 
carry on the Government as easily, and draw their salaries as 
gracefully as the present Coalition crowd. If the next General 
Election should give a majority to the [Labour Party, we can 
imagine the modest blushes cf J. II. Thomas—or will it be Clvnes, 
or Henderson?—when the King asks him to form a Ministry. 
And how retiring the other Labour men will be when the jobs 
aro being handed out! No pulling of wires such as there was 
when the old capitalist Cabinets were being formed, but one 
desire only—the well-being cf their country. How anxious they 
will be to show how proper and highly respectable they can be 
when they like. No damned revolutionary nonsense about them; 
nothing but sane and sober statesmanship. And the capitalists 
know it. Northcliffe’s organs are quite prepared to welcome a 
Labour Government, for the same reason that they support Trade 
Union leaders against unofficial strikes—because they think that 
a Labour Government would be better able to keep the workers 

when the waves of revolution are sweeping away
titutions in other parts cf the world. All the Labour 

. very few exceptions—are nothing but 
apitalists, and should the swing of the 

safely be trusted 
But their Social

Good-bye, 1919!

In future years, when we are able to know more of the facts, 
we believe it will be found that more suffering was crammed 
into the past twelve months than into any previous year in the 
world’s history. When the Armistice was signed in November. 
1918, the war of arms gave way to the war by starvation. The 
blockade which existed during the war was intensified, so as 
to force the conquered to submit to the terms dictated by the 
conquerors. The flood of lies about atrocities committed by 
the Bolsheviks was poured out by the Entente Press for two 
reasons—first, to blacken the Bolsheviks in the eyes of the world, 
but also to hide the atrocities committed by the Entente Powers 
by means of their infamous blockade. Last January many people 
were looking forward to a Peace Treaty which would heal 
the wounds caused by the Great War. and bring an en. of peace, 
however brief, to a world sated with horrors. Instead, we had 
at Paris a Conference where the representatives of Britain, France 
and Italy in particular schemed against each other in their greed 
for territory, utterly regardless of the misery at their doors. The 
” little nations,” over whom so many crocodile tears were shed 
during the war, have been used as pawns in the game of
my neighbour,” and at the present moment half a dozen wars 
are in progress in Europe, forced on unwilling peoples by the 
Governments in power. The workers' revolts in Germany and 
Hungary have been drowned in blood, and from the Baltic to 
the Black Sea reaction rules supreme by means of the militarism 
which a credulous people thought would be swept away by the 
war.

“It is a common error in politics to confound means with 
ends. Constitutions, charters, petitions of right, declarations of 
right, representative assemblies, electoral colleges are not good 
government; nor do they, even when most elaborately constructed, 
necessarily produce good government. Laws exist in vain for 
those who have not the courage and the means to defend them. 
Electors meet in vain where want makes them the slaves of the 
landlord, or where superstition makes them the slaves of the 
priest.—Macaulay.
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Ou the 20th of July, 1870. Karl Marx wrote to Frederick- 
Engels the following characteristic words :

The French need a thrashing. Is Prussia victorious, then 
State-power will be centralised, thus centralising the German 
working class. German preponderance will shift the centre of 
the West-European Labour movement from France .to 
Germany, and one has only to compare the movement from
1866 till to-day in both countries in order to perceive that 
the German working class is superior to the French in theory 
and in organisation. Jts preponderance over the French in 
the world-theatre would at the same time mean the pre
ponderance of cur theory over the one of Proudhon, etc.

Marx was right. The victorv of Germanv over France meant 
indeed a turning point in the history of European Labour move
ments. The libertarian and revolutionary Socialism of the 
proletariat of the Latin countries was pushed into the background 
bv the new situation and forced to clear the field for the authdri- V
tarian and anti-libertarian theories of Marxism. The living, 
creating and unlimited development of Socialism had ,to give way 
to a petrified dogmatism, which pretentiously came forward as 
a new science, but which in reality is nothing else than a tissue 
of theological subtleties and fatalistic sophisms which dig 
the grave for every truly Socialist thought. And with the ideas 
were changed the methods of the Labour movement. Instead 
of the Socialist propaganda groups and economic fighting organ
isations in which the Socialists of the “ Internationale ” saw 
the germs of the future society, the natural organs for the 
socialisation of the means of life, now started the era of the 
Socialist-Labour parties and the Parliamentary representation of 
the proletariat. The old Socialist education, which spoke to the 
workers of the conquest of land, factories and workshops, was 
gradually forgotten and had to give way to the discipline of the 
party, which saw in the conquest of political power its noblest 
and highest ideal.

Michael Bakunin, the great opponent of Marx, perceived the 
changed position with a clear view and understood with a heavy direct 
heart, that after the victorv of Germanv and after the terrible 
defeat of the Paris Commune a new chapter in the history of 
Europe had begun. Physically entirely broken and scenting 
death, which was very close on him. he wrote on the 11th of 
November, 1874, to Orgajow the following significant words: 

Bismarckism—i.e., militarism, police regime and finance 
monopolies, united in a system which carries the name of the 
new Statedom—is conquering everywhere. Perhaps ton or 
fifteen years will pass in which this mighty and scientific abnega
tion of humanity will be victorious.” Bakunin was mistaken 
in the length of time and was unable to guess that nearly half mentarx 
a century would pass before “ Bismarckism ” would be defeated, 
and that it would end in a gruesome world catastrophe.

Whilst the victorv of Germany in 1871 and the terrible over- 
throw' of the Paris Commune were the prologue to the decline 
of the old ” Internationale," so the Great War of 1914 was to 
peal the death-knell of political Socialism. . . .

And here we encounter a curious phenomenon which appears 
sometimes really grotesque, and can only be explained by the 
great lack of knowledge of the history of the old Socialist move
ment. Bolsheviki, Independents, Communists and others never 
tire of accusing the leaders of the, old Social Democracy of 
blackest treason to the principles of Marxism. They accuse 
them of having suffocated the Socialist movement in the morass 
of bourgeois parliamentarism and of wrongly interpreting the 
position of Marx and Engels towards the State, etc.

The intellectual leader of Bolshevism, N. Lenin, 
attempted to give these accusations a firm foundation bv 
publication of his well-known book. ” State and Revolution, 
which is looked upon by his disciples, especially in Germany, 
as the revelation of unadulterated Marxism. By industriously 
collecting a mass of extracts from the writings of Marx
Engels, Lenin tries to prove that the two founders of scientific
Socialism ” were always pronounced opponents of democracy and 
Parliamentary ” morass-politics,” and that all their efforts were 
directed towards the abolition of the State.

Nou' one must not forget that Lenin made this discovery 
only when his party, contrary to all expectation, found itself in 
the minority after the elections for the Constituent Assembly 
Until then the Bolsheviki had taken part in elections, like all 
other parties, and anxiously avoided coming into conflict with 
the principles of democracy. In the last elections to the Russian 
Constituent Assembly, which they initiated with a grandiose 
program, they had hoped to get an overwhelming majority.

3

But when in spite of all this they remained in the minority, 
they declared war on democracy and dissolved the Constituent 
Assembly. And then Lenin issued his work on ” State and 
Revolution ” as a kind of justification.

Lenin’s task was by no means easy, lie was forced to make 
far-reaching concessions to the anti-State tendencies of the 
Anarchists, whilst at the same time he had to seek for proof 
that his action was by no means Anarchism but undiluted 
Marxism. The result was therefore that his work abounds with 

which sometimes turn sound logic upside down. The 
following is cue example: In order to bring the anti-State 
tendency of Marx into the limelight. Lenin cites the well-known 
passage from Marx’s ” Civil War in France,” where Marx 
expresses his satisfaction with the Commune because it had begun 

to eradicate the parasite State root and branch. ’ But Lenin 
forgets to mention that Marx with this quotation, which is in 
crying opposition to his whole previous position on this question, 
was compelled by circumstances t-o make a concession to his 
Bakuninist opponents, with whom he was then in a keen fight. 
Even Franz Meliring, whom one cannot accuse of any sympathy 
with the Majority Socialists, had to admit this contradiction. 
He says in his last work, “ Karl Marx: History of his Life ”: 

As ingenious as this work is in detail, the ideas nevertheless 
stood in a certain contradiction with the opinions which Marx 
and Engels had expressed for a quarter of a century, and which 
they had already proclaimed in the ‘Communist Manifesto.’” 

But Bakunin w as entirely right when he wrote at the time : 
The impression of the rising of the Commune was so forceful 

that even the Marxists, whose ideas had all been thrown into a 
heap by this revolution, were compelled to raise their hats to 
the Commune. They did even more : in contradiction to all logic 
and their own innermost feelings, they made the program of 
the Commune and their own goal identical. It was a comical 
but forced travesty. They had to make it, or they would have 
been repelled and left by everybody, so powerful was the emotion 
which this revolution had created in the whole world.”

What Lenin forgets to mention in his wbrk, although it is 
for the question at issue of decisive importance, is the fact that 
it was Marx and Engels who tried to force Parliamentary activity 
on the organisations of the old International, and thus were the 

cause of the general stagnation of tthq Socialist-Labour 
movement in bourgeois Parliamentarism. The International was 
the first great attempt to unite the organised workers of all 
countries in one great bond, as far as it recognised the final goal 
as the economic liberation of the workers. But as -the ideas 
and methods of the different branches varied, it was of importance 
to lay down the grand uniting points as guiding lines and 
to recognise the autonomy and independent activity of the various 
sections. As long as this was the case the International 
flourished with wonderful power in all countries. But the case 
soon altered when Marx and Engels attempted to force Parlia- 

activity on the various separate national federations. 
This was first done at the disastrous London Conference in the 
year 1871. where both had a resolution adopted which finished 
with the following words :

Considering that against the collective force of the property- 
owning classes the proletariat as a class can only stand 
if it constitutes itself a separate political party in opposition 
to all parties of the propertied classes; that this constitution 
of the proletariat as a political party is necessary in order to 
secure the triumph of the Social Revolution and its final goal 
—the abolition of the classes; that the unification of the 
powers of the proletariat, accomplished already through the 
economic struggles, must also serve as a lever for the mass 
of this class in its struggle against the political power of its 
exploiters; reminds the Conference, the members of the 
International, that in the struggle of the working class their 
economic and political activities are inseparably bound together. 

Had any single section or federation of the International 
adopted such a resolution, they would have had it perfect right 
to do so, because it involved nobody else; but when the General 
Executive forced such a resolution as binding on all members 

and of the International, despite the fact that the question had not 
been brought before a General Congress, their arbitrary action, 
which stood in direct opposition to the spirit of the International, 

bound to arouse the energetic opposition of all libertarian 
and revolutionary elements.

The infamous Congress at the Hague in 1872 crowned the 
work undertaken by Marx and Engels to transform the Inter
national into an election machine by a special resolution, which 
made if compulsory lor the different sections of the International 
to strive for the capture of political power. Thus was the open 
split in the International, with all its fatal consequences for the 
Labour movement, directly provoked by Marx und Engels, and 
the period of Parliamentary activity commenced for the Socialist
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followed that occupation until he 
time previous, however,
speaking on the
toward Socialism. 
“ From

The death of Domela Nieuwenhuis robs the Free Socialist, 
or Anarchist-Socialist- stage of one of its ablest and most energetic 
actors. For half a century he had been spreading, both by pen 
und word of mouth, a gospel in which he himself unquestionably 
had most, sincere belief. He had, and properly, great influence; 
and he exposed most ably, and attacked quite fearlessly, Socialist 
politics. With Socialism itself, however, he seems never .to have 
made the final break.

It will be seen at once that I am writing a critical notice 
and not a eulogy. Of eulogies we have, in my opinion, far too 
many. Wo gush over chosen heroes. We celebrate martyr- 
days with all the enthusiasm of Early Christians. In all this, 
to my thinking, there is only weakening hysteria and gross 
injustice to the masses whose martyrdom remains unsung.

Domela Nieuwenhuis was originally a Protestant pastor, and 
1 was 32 years of age. For some 

ho had been drifting from the Church, 
Labour question and writing on tendencies 
He published subsequently a work entitled, 

Christian to Anarchist,” lait I permit myself to doubt

LuuLi i iinnnn.ui.uu
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, Anarchism, as 
a movement, has not as yet made up its mind. For example, 
on tlie land question it has no settled policy, and its Press 
articles on that subject are habitually absurd. Of the money 
question it knows nothing, and its editors take refuge in the 
ridiculous generality that “ money must be abolished.” Of the 
fundamental distinction between invasion ami resistance to 
invasion, on which the justification or condemnation of every war 
must hang, Anarchism, as a movement, seems never to have 
thought; and you will find the very man who cursed the Belgians 
for opposing Germany cheering Russia for sending her invaders 
flying. What will such a man counsel when the United States 
invades Mexico, as in all probability she shortly will?

Until our movement thinks out the principles by which such 
problems must be solved it cannot show its proper strength. In 
my view, it has not thought them out because it is, as yet, a 
mere outgrowth of Socialism and still yoked to Socialism s ear. 
Socialism has no principles. It is partly an emotional and partly 
an opportunist, movement, bent on twisting this way, that way 
ami overs way, that it may olimh to power. To Anarchism 
continued* alliance with it means, first, the abandonment of all 
lear thinking; secondly, gradual absorption and, ultimately, 

death.
Is this criticism hostile to Nieuwenhuis? It is not meant 

to be. 1 am most grateful for his life ami work, just as I am 
for those of Luther. Both men stepped out of the ruck and 
pioneered ahead. To-day we are called on to advance much 
farther. Events they could not have foreseen are forcing us w.c.o.

movement, which unavoidably led into a morass and to the 
degeneration of Socialism.

When in 1873 the revolution broke out in Spain, the members 
of the International, who were Anarchists almost to a man, 
ignored the bourgeois panties and went their own way to bring 
about the expropriation of the land and the means of production 
in the spirit of the social revolution. General strikes and insur
rections broke ouib in Alcoy, San Lucar, Barameda, Sevilla, 
Cartagena and other places, but they were bloodily suppressed. 
The longest to hold out was the naval harbour town Cartagena, 
which lor several months was in the hands of the rebels, until 
it fell finally with the help of Prussian and British warships. 
On this occasion Engels, in the ” Volksstaat, ” attacked .the 
Spanish Bakuninists severely, and reproached them for not having 
joined with the bourgeois Republicans. How would the same 
Engels, if he were still alive, have criticised (the position of his 
Bolshevist and Communist disciples in Russia and Germany?

After the Congress of Erfurt in 1891, when the leaders of 
the so-called ” J ungen” (young ones) were expelled from the 
Social Democratic party because .they had raised the very same 
accusations which to-day Lenin is raising against the oppor
tunists” and Kautskyans, ” the oppositional elements founded 
their own party, which had as their organ the Berlin Sozialist. 
This movement was at the start dogmatically Marxian and repre
sented ideas which were almost identical with the present Com
munist Party. If one reads, for instance, the book of Teistler, 
‘‘Parliamentarism and the Proletariat,” one finds the very same 
ideas as in Lenin’s work, “ State and Revolution.” Like the 
Russian Bolsheviks and the members of the Communist Party 
of Germany, the ” Independent Socialists ” of that time rejected 
democracy and refused to take part in bourgeois Parliaments on 
the grounds of Marxian principles.

And how did Engels speak about these ‘‘ young >nes,” who, 
like the ” Communists ” of to-day, were accusing the Social 
Democratic party leaders of treason against Marxism ? In a letter 
to Sorge, dated 24th of October, 1891, old Engels made the fol
lowing loving remarks: ‘‘The most contemptible Berliners, 
instead of being the accusers, went straight away into the dock 
and acted as miserable cowards and were compelled to work 
outside the party if they wanted to do anything. There are 
undoubtedly police spies amongst them, also disguised Anarchists 
who are out to do quiet propaganda amongst our people; side 
by side witli the former there are asses, conceited students, 
failures and arrogant coxcombs of all kinds. All in all, hardly 
200 people.” One wonders with what caressing adjectives Engels 
would to-day stamp our “Communists,” who styled themselves 
the ” grave watchers ” of the principles of Marxism.

It is impossible to characterise the methods of the old Social 
Democracy. Of these things Lenin doesn’t mention a word, and 
his German friends still less. Our Majority Socialists have only 
to recall these things in order to prove that they are the true 
representatives of Marxism. And anyone who knows history 
must say that they are right. It was Marxism which initiated 
the Parliamentary activity of the working class and which 
moulded the internal development of the German Social Demo
cratic Party. Only when our “Communist ” friends of to-day 
realise this will they see that the way of social liberation leads 
not .through but over Marxism into the-happy land of Socialism.

R. Rocker.

whether he ever took that uncompromising stand which stamps 
a man, once and for all, as completely emancipated; as one of 
those scientists who follow Truth wherever she may lead them. 
Jacques Mesnil, in La Vie Ouvricrc, explains the situation by 
showing that the Protestant Church in Holland is often most 
liberal and unorthodox. He cites the fact that one of Holland’s 
most noted Anarchists, a friend of Nieuwenhuis, remains to this 
day a pastor. I have the poorest opinion of that explanation.

Does it not strike our friend Mesnil that the reason why 
the Roman Catholic Church is to-day a great, an increasing and 
a terrible power, is precisely because she sets her face like granite 
against all compromise, requires unquestioning acceptance of 
certain dogmas, and, with the soundest logic, insists that he 
who opposes authority is a rebel? Has it never occurred to him 
that Protestantism has no real influence to-day precisely because 
it compromises; because it is free thought with strings on it; 
because it is the creed of men who would like to exercise their 
private judgment, but say timidly—“ Provided my conclusions 
agree with Holy Writ ”?

Nieuwenhuis himself was in the habit of insisting that there 
was a close connection between Protestantism and Anarchism, 
and of quoting St. Paul to prove it. There is. Protestantism 
was rebellion, and was put down as such with fire and sword. 
Protestantism started straight for the Anarchist goal of perfect 
Freedom, but stopped short, not having strength to make the 
journey. In my view, Anarchism also has stopped short and 
compromised with Socialism, precisely as freethinking Protest
antism compromised with religion and the Roman Catholic 
Church. To-day there are millions who seek to reconcile Science 
and Religion, and think the work a noble one. I say that it is 
damnable.

From my standpoint, Nieuwenhuis was, in the domain of 
sociology, another Luther. Luther did powerful and useful 
work. He unmasked the abuses of the Roman Catholic priest
hood, precisely as Nieuwenhuis unmasked the corruption of 
Social Democratic politics. But Luther believed that Roman 
Catholicism purified would be all right; and it never occurred 
to him that in the .thing itself lay all the trouble. Nieuwenhuis’s 
attitude toward Socialism seems to me similar.

I am sure he would have denied it; but that does not change 
.the fact. I am sure he would have maintained that, as im 
Anarchist, lie set the freedom of the individual first; but that 
is mere pious aspiration. The hard logic of the situation is that 
Socialism in all its forms—Syndicalism, and so forth—carries you 
inexorably to obedience to some central authority, be it only 
that of the group or trade union to which the worker must belong. 
Once started on that- toboggan, you cannot stop.

That program, which kills Freedom, is breaking down. That 
frail tenement, built on sentiment, cannot weather the storms 
now striking it. The dominating forces, those who really love 
Freedom and mean t-o get it, will have none of such com premises. 
By far the greatest industry in existence, agriculture, will not 
listen to it for a moment; and even Lenin recognises that- the 
peasants will not put their necks under the yoke of administrative 
authority, and insist on that- personal liberty which possession 
of the land confers. I, as an Anarchist—but most decidedly not 
an Anarchist-Socialist—applaud their stand.

On the great questions now shaking society
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Ou the 20th of July, 1870. Karl Marx wrote to Frederick- 
Engels the following characteristic words :

The French need a thrashing. Is Prussia victorious, then 
State-power will be centralised, thus centralising the German 
working class. German preponderance will shift the centre of 
the West-European Labour movement from France .to 
Germany, and one has only to compare the movement from
1866 till to-day in both countries in order to perceive that 
the German working class is superior to the French in theory 
and in organisation. Jts preponderance over the French in 
the world-theatre would at the same time mean the pre
ponderance of cur theory over the one of Proudhon, etc.

Marx was right. The victorv of Germanv over France meant 
indeed a turning point in the history of European Labour move
ments. The libertarian and revolutionary Socialism of the 
proletariat of the Latin countries was pushed into the background 
bv the new situation and forced to clear the field for the authdri- V
tarian and anti-libertarian theories of Marxism. The living, 
creating and unlimited development of Socialism had ,to give way 
to a petrified dogmatism, which pretentiously came forward as 
a new science, but which in reality is nothing else than a tissue 
of theological subtleties and fatalistic sophisms which dig 
the grave for every truly Socialist thought. And with the ideas 
were changed the methods of the Labour movement. Instead 
of the Socialist propaganda groups and economic fighting organ
isations in which the Socialists of the “ Internationale ” saw 
the germs of the future society, the natural organs for the 
socialisation of the means of life, now started the era of the 
Socialist-Labour parties and the Parliamentary representation of 
the proletariat. The old Socialist education, which spoke to the 
workers of the conquest of land, factories and workshops, was 
gradually forgotten and had to give way to the discipline of the 
party, which saw in the conquest of political power its noblest 
and highest ideal.

Michael Bakunin, the great opponent of Marx, perceived the 
changed position with a clear view and understood with a heavy direct 
heart, that after the victorv of Germanv and after the terrible 
defeat of the Paris Commune a new chapter in the history of 
Europe had begun. Physically entirely broken and scenting 
death, which was very close on him. he wrote on the 11th of 
November, 1874, to Orgajow the following significant words: 

Bismarckism—i.e., militarism, police regime and finance 
monopolies, united in a system which carries the name of the 
new Statedom—is conquering everywhere. Perhaps ton or 
fifteen years will pass in which this mighty and scientific abnega
tion of humanity will be victorious.” Bakunin was mistaken 
in the length of time and was unable to guess that nearly half mentarx 
a century would pass before “ Bismarckism ” would be defeated, 
and that it would end in a gruesome world catastrophe.

Whilst the victorv of Germany in 1871 and the terrible over- 
throw' of the Paris Commune were the prologue to the decline 
of the old ” Internationale," so the Great War of 1914 was to 
peal the death-knell of political Socialism. . . .

And here we encounter a curious phenomenon which appears 
sometimes really grotesque, and can only be explained by the 
great lack of knowledge of the history of the old Socialist move
ment. Bolsheviki, Independents, Communists and others never 
tire of accusing the leaders of the, old Social Democracy of 
blackest treason to the principles of Marxism. They accuse 
them of having suffocated the Socialist movement in the morass 
of bourgeois parliamentarism and of wrongly interpreting the 
position of Marx and Engels towards the State, etc.

The intellectual leader of Bolshevism, N. Lenin, 
attempted to give these accusations a firm foundation bv 
publication of his well-known book. ” State and Revolution, 
which is looked upon by his disciples, especially in Germany, 
as the revelation of unadulterated Marxism. By industriously 
collecting a mass of extracts from the writings of Marx
Engels, Lenin tries to prove that the two founders of scientific
Socialism ” were always pronounced opponents of democracy and 
Parliamentary ” morass-politics,” and that all their efforts were 
directed towards the abolition of the State.

Nou' one must not forget that Lenin made this discovery 
only when his party, contrary to all expectation, found itself in 
the minority after the elections for the Constituent Assembly 
Until then the Bolsheviki had taken part in elections, like all 
other parties, and anxiously avoided coming into conflict with 
the principles of democracy. In the last elections to the Russian 
Constituent Assembly, which they initiated with a grandiose 
program, they had hoped to get an overwhelming majority.

3

But when in spite of all this they remained in the minority, 
they declared war on democracy and dissolved the Constituent 
Assembly. And then Lenin issued his work on ” State and 
Revolution ” as a kind of justification.

Lenin’s task was by no means easy, lie was forced to make 
far-reaching concessions to the anti-State tendencies of the 
Anarchists, whilst at the same time he had to seek for proof 
that his action was by no means Anarchism but undiluted 
Marxism. The result was therefore that his work abounds with 

which sometimes turn sound logic upside down. The 
following is cue example: In order to bring the anti-State 
tendency of Marx into the limelight. Lenin cites the well-known 
passage from Marx’s ” Civil War in France,” where Marx 
expresses his satisfaction with the Commune because it had begun 

to eradicate the parasite State root and branch. ’ But Lenin 
forgets to mention that Marx with this quotation, which is in 
crying opposition to his whole previous position on this question, 
was compelled by circumstances t-o make a concession to his 
Bakuninist opponents, with whom he was then in a keen fight. 
Even Franz Meliring, whom one cannot accuse of any sympathy 
with the Majority Socialists, had to admit this contradiction. 
He says in his last work, “ Karl Marx: History of his Life ”: 

As ingenious as this work is in detail, the ideas nevertheless 
stood in a certain contradiction with the opinions which Marx 
and Engels had expressed for a quarter of a century, and which 
they had already proclaimed in the ‘Communist Manifesto.’” 

But Bakunin w as entirely right when he wrote at the time : 
The impression of the rising of the Commune was so forceful 

that even the Marxists, whose ideas had all been thrown into a 
heap by this revolution, were compelled to raise their hats to 
the Commune. They did even more : in contradiction to all logic 
and their own innermost feelings, they made the program of 
the Commune and their own goal identical. It was a comical 
but forced travesty. They had to make it, or they would have 
been repelled and left by everybody, so powerful was the emotion 
which this revolution had created in the whole world.”

What Lenin forgets to mention in his wbrk, although it is 
for the question at issue of decisive importance, is the fact that 
it was Marx and Engels who tried to force Parliamentary activity 
on the organisations of the old International, and thus were the 

cause of the general stagnation of tthq Socialist-Labour 
movement in bourgeois Parliamentarism. The International was 
the first great attempt to unite the organised workers of all 
countries in one great bond, as far as it recognised the final goal 
as the economic liberation of the workers. But as -the ideas 
and methods of the different branches varied, it was of importance 
to lay down the grand uniting points as guiding lines and 
to recognise the autonomy and independent activity of the various 
sections. As long as this was the case the International 
flourished with wonderful power in all countries. But the case 
soon altered when Marx and Engels attempted to force Parlia- 

activity on the various separate national federations. 
This was first done at the disastrous London Conference in the 
year 1871. where both had a resolution adopted which finished 
with the following words :

Considering that against the collective force of the property- 
owning classes the proletariat as a class can only stand 
if it constitutes itself a separate political party in opposition 
to all parties of the propertied classes; that this constitution 
of the proletariat as a political party is necessary in order to 
secure the triumph of the Social Revolution and its final goal 
—the abolition of the classes; that the unification of the 
powers of the proletariat, accomplished already through the 
economic struggles, must also serve as a lever for the mass 
of this class in its struggle against the political power of its 
exploiters; reminds the Conference, the members of the 
International, that in the struggle of the working class their 
economic and political activities are inseparably bound together. 

Had any single section or federation of the International 
adopted such a resolution, they would have had it perfect right 
to do so, because it involved nobody else; but when the General 
Executive forced such a resolution as binding on all members 

and of the International, despite the fact that the question had not 
been brought before a General Congress, their arbitrary action, 
which stood in direct opposition to the spirit of the International, 

bound to arouse the energetic opposition of all libertarian 
and revolutionary elements.

The infamous Congress at the Hague in 1872 crowned the 
work undertaken by Marx and Engels to transform the Inter
national into an election machine by a special resolution, which 
made if compulsory lor the different sections of the International 
to strive for the capture of political power. Thus was the open 
split in the International, with all its fatal consequences for the 
Labour movement, directly provoked by Marx und Engels, and 
the period of Parliamentary activity commenced for the Socialist
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followed that occupation until he 
time previous, however,
speaking on the
toward Socialism. 
“ From

The death of Domela Nieuwenhuis robs the Free Socialist, 
or Anarchist-Socialist- stage of one of its ablest and most energetic 
actors. For half a century he had been spreading, both by pen 
und word of mouth, a gospel in which he himself unquestionably 
had most, sincere belief. He had, and properly, great influence; 
and he exposed most ably, and attacked quite fearlessly, Socialist 
politics. With Socialism itself, however, he seems never .to have 
made the final break.

It will be seen at once that I am writing a critical notice 
and not a eulogy. Of eulogies we have, in my opinion, far too 
many. Wo gush over chosen heroes. We celebrate martyr- 
days with all the enthusiasm of Early Christians. In all this, 
to my thinking, there is only weakening hysteria and gross 
injustice to the masses whose martyrdom remains unsung.

Domela Nieuwenhuis was originally a Protestant pastor, and 
1 was 32 years of age. For some 

ho had been drifting from the Church, 
Labour question and writing on tendencies 
He published subsequently a work entitled, 

Christian to Anarchist,” lait I permit myself to doubt

LuuLi i iinnnn.ui.uu
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, Anarchism, as 
a movement, has not as yet made up its mind. For example, 
on tlie land question it has no settled policy, and its Press 
articles on that subject are habitually absurd. Of the money 
question it knows nothing, and its editors take refuge in the 
ridiculous generality that “ money must be abolished.” Of the 
fundamental distinction between invasion ami resistance to 
invasion, on which the justification or condemnation of every war 
must hang, Anarchism, as a movement, seems never to have 
thought; and you will find the very man who cursed the Belgians 
for opposing Germany cheering Russia for sending her invaders 
flying. What will such a man counsel when the United States 
invades Mexico, as in all probability she shortly will?

Until our movement thinks out the principles by which such 
problems must be solved it cannot show its proper strength. In 
my view, it has not thought them out because it is, as yet, a 
mere outgrowth of Socialism and still yoked to Socialism s ear. 
Socialism has no principles. It is partly an emotional and partly 
an opportunist, movement, bent on twisting this way, that way 
ami overs way, that it may olimh to power. To Anarchism 
continued* alliance with it means, first, the abandonment of all 
lear thinking; secondly, gradual absorption and, ultimately, 

death.
Is this criticism hostile to Nieuwenhuis? It is not meant 

to be. 1 am most grateful for his life ami work, just as I am 
for those of Luther. Both men stepped out of the ruck and 
pioneered ahead. To-day we are called on to advance much 
farther. Events they could not have foreseen are forcing us w.c.o.

movement, which unavoidably led into a morass and to the 
degeneration of Socialism.

When in 1873 the revolution broke out in Spain, the members 
of the International, who were Anarchists almost to a man, 
ignored the bourgeois panties and went their own way to bring 
about the expropriation of the land and the means of production 
in the spirit of the social revolution. General strikes and insur
rections broke ouib in Alcoy, San Lucar, Barameda, Sevilla, 
Cartagena and other places, but they were bloodily suppressed. 
The longest to hold out was the naval harbour town Cartagena, 
which lor several months was in the hands of the rebels, until 
it fell finally with the help of Prussian and British warships. 
On this occasion Engels, in the ” Volksstaat, ” attacked .the 
Spanish Bakuninists severely, and reproached them for not having 
joined with the bourgeois Republicans. How would the same 
Engels, if he were still alive, have criticised (the position of his 
Bolshevist and Communist disciples in Russia and Germany?

After the Congress of Erfurt in 1891, when the leaders of 
the so-called ” J ungen” (young ones) were expelled from the 
Social Democratic party because .they had raised the very same 
accusations which to-day Lenin is raising against the oppor
tunists” and Kautskyans, ” the oppositional elements founded 
their own party, which had as their organ the Berlin Sozialist. 
This movement was at the start dogmatically Marxian and repre
sented ideas which were almost identical with the present Com
munist Party. If one reads, for instance, the book of Teistler, 
‘‘Parliamentarism and the Proletariat,” one finds the very same 
ideas as in Lenin’s work, “ State and Revolution.” Like the 
Russian Bolsheviks and the members of the Communist Party 
of Germany, the ” Independent Socialists ” of that time rejected 
democracy and refused to take part in bourgeois Parliaments on 
the grounds of Marxian principles.

And how did Engels speak about these ‘‘ young >nes,” who, 
like the ” Communists ” of to-day, were accusing the Social 
Democratic party leaders of treason against Marxism ? In a letter 
to Sorge, dated 24th of October, 1891, old Engels made the fol
lowing loving remarks: ‘‘The most contemptible Berliners, 
instead of being the accusers, went straight away into the dock 
and acted as miserable cowards and were compelled to work 
outside the party if they wanted to do anything. There are 
undoubtedly police spies amongst them, also disguised Anarchists 
who are out to do quiet propaganda amongst our people; side 
by side witli the former there are asses, conceited students, 
failures and arrogant coxcombs of all kinds. All in all, hardly 
200 people.” One wonders with what caressing adjectives Engels 
would to-day stamp our “Communists,” who styled themselves 
the ” grave watchers ” of the principles of Marxism.

It is impossible to characterise the methods of the old Social 
Democracy. Of these things Lenin doesn’t mention a word, and 
his German friends still less. Our Majority Socialists have only 
to recall these things in order to prove that they are the true 
representatives of Marxism. And anyone who knows history 
must say that they are right. It was Marxism which initiated 
the Parliamentary activity of the working class and which 
moulded the internal development of the German Social Demo
cratic Party. Only when our “Communist ” friends of to-day 
realise this will they see that the way of social liberation leads 
not .through but over Marxism into the-happy land of Socialism.

R. Rocker.

whether he ever took that uncompromising stand which stamps 
a man, once and for all, as completely emancipated; as one of 
those scientists who follow Truth wherever she may lead them. 
Jacques Mesnil, in La Vie Ouvricrc, explains the situation by 
showing that the Protestant Church in Holland is often most 
liberal and unorthodox. He cites the fact that one of Holland’s 
most noted Anarchists, a friend of Nieuwenhuis, remains to this 
day a pastor. I have the poorest opinion of that explanation.

Does it not strike our friend Mesnil that the reason why 
the Roman Catholic Church is to-day a great, an increasing and 
a terrible power, is precisely because she sets her face like granite 
against all compromise, requires unquestioning acceptance of 
certain dogmas, and, with the soundest logic, insists that he 
who opposes authority is a rebel? Has it never occurred to him 
that Protestantism has no real influence to-day precisely because 
it compromises; because it is free thought with strings on it; 
because it is the creed of men who would like to exercise their 
private judgment, but say timidly—“ Provided my conclusions 
agree with Holy Writ ”?

Nieuwenhuis himself was in the habit of insisting that there 
was a close connection between Protestantism and Anarchism, 
and of quoting St. Paul to prove it. There is. Protestantism 
was rebellion, and was put down as such with fire and sword. 
Protestantism started straight for the Anarchist goal of perfect 
Freedom, but stopped short, not having strength to make the 
journey. In my view, Anarchism also has stopped short and 
compromised with Socialism, precisely as freethinking Protest
antism compromised with religion and the Roman Catholic 
Church. To-day there are millions who seek to reconcile Science 
and Religion, and think the work a noble one. I say that it is 
damnable.

From my standpoint, Nieuwenhuis was, in the domain of 
sociology, another Luther. Luther did powerful and useful 
work. He unmasked the abuses of the Roman Catholic priest
hood, precisely as Nieuwenhuis unmasked the corruption of 
Social Democratic politics. But Luther believed that Roman 
Catholicism purified would be all right; and it never occurred 
to him that in the .thing itself lay all the trouble. Nieuwenhuis’s 
attitude toward Socialism seems to me similar.

I am sure he would have denied it; but that does not change 
.the fact. I am sure he would have maintained that, as im 
Anarchist, lie set the freedom of the individual first; but that 
is mere pious aspiration. The hard logic of the situation is that 
Socialism in all its forms—Syndicalism, and so forth—carries you 
inexorably to obedience to some central authority, be it only 
that of the group or trade union to which the worker must belong. 
Once started on that- toboggan, you cannot stop.

That program, which kills Freedom, is breaking down. That 
frail tenement, built on sentiment, cannot weather the storms 
now striking it. The dominating forces, those who really love 
Freedom and mean t-o get it, will have none of such com premises. 
By far the greatest industry in existence, agriculture, will not 
listen to it for a moment; and even Lenin recognises that- the 
peasants will not put their necks under the yoke of administrative 
authority, and insist on that- personal liberty which possession 
of the land confers. I, as an Anarchist—but most decidedly not 
an Anarchist-Socialist—applaud their stand.

On the great questions now shaking society
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\yere boys of 16 to old men of 60, and all were beaten the same. 
Some officers would strike at the knees of the fellow workers so 
as to cripple them, and the other officers would crush in their 
heads. The groans and cries were terrible, hut finally ended. 
People on the street assisted the maimed to doctors and hos-
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I he same brutal methods were employed all over the country.

pass out he was knocked to the floor by a crushing blow on the 
He crawled the rest of the way receiving kicks by the 

The other members

I* *

then crowded toward the
them beating them with black jacks, table legs and clubs. There

Emma Goldman and Alex. Berkman Deported.
Many Anarchists and Communists have been arrested 

those who are not American citizens being deported, 
both Emma Goldman and Alex. Berkman have been
in America, they have been put on a ship with about two hundred 

the captain sailing with sealed orders. The 
Government officials promised they would be* landed in Soviet 
Russia, but as there' is no open entry to Soviet Russia their fate 
is uncertain. The immigration authorities say that hundreds 
more are to follow. Our two comrades fought hard against 
deportation, hut although they had only recently been released, 
after two years' imprisonment, the Attorney-General demanded 
their deportation on the ground that all the Bolshevik activities in 
the United States could be traced to this “ nest of Anarchists ” 

To us the whole business seems childish in the extreme. The 
great” American nation, which boasts its intelligence and 

is now as panic-stricken 
wolf. We welcome it as a

An American I.WAV. comrade, George Hardy, is willing to 
speak on behalf of the I.WAV. prisoners. Trade Union and 
Socialist branches are requested to write for particulars to 
Solidarity, 10, Tudor Street, London, E.C.4.
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ANARCHIST COMMUNISM,
By Petek Kropotkin

H

Nowhere in the world has the “ war for democracy
such a wave of reaction as in the United States, and nowhere have 
such enormous fortunes been made out of the misery of the 
common people. It is said that 20,000 (twenty thousand) 
new millionaires have been made in the States since the 
Armistice was signed in November, 1918. With further great 
fortunes in sight, American Capitalism has started a bloody war 
on every organisation that dares to speak on behalf of the workers 
—Anarchist, I.W.W., Communist Party or Trade Union. Even 
the American Federation of Labour, whose president, Sam 
Gompers, is hand in glove with the Capitalists, has felt the 
heavy hand of the reactionaries.

Although our Anarchist comrades and the I .WAV. have 
always been persecuted by “ law and order ” in the States, the 
attacks on those and other organisations came to a head with the 
strike of the workers employed by the Steel Trust, who demanded 
better conditions and recognition of their Union. This strike was 
under the auspices of the A'.F.L., but as soon as it started the 
Press raised a howl of “Bolsheviks!” “Anarchists! 
“ I.W.W.,” and demanded police and soldiers to protect 
loyal working man in his right to labour without interference from 
the ‘ Reds,’ ” as they call all revolutionists in the States. 
Steel Trust called out their gunmen and special constables, all 
meetings were forbidden, and free speech suppressed everywhere. 
In Gary the Cossacks galloped through a crowd of strikers and 
wounded 200 with their long bludgeons. Wherever strikers 
gathered they were likely to hear the sound of dashing hoofs and 
find themselves charged by the mounted police. In the coal strike 
which soon followed we read of miners in some districts being 
rounded up by the military, the leaders thrown into prison, and 
the rest of them forced to resume work. Most of the steel 
workers and miners stood up firmly against these methods, but now 
all are back at work again with few of their demands conceded.

But it was the I.W.W., the Anarchists, and the newly-formed 
Communist Party who had to hear the fiercest attacks. Aided 
by the American Legion (discharged soldiers and officers), the 
police started a nation-wide raid on all the offices, meeting-places, 
and papers of the above-named organisations. Many hundreds 
were arrested and charged, under the new Criminal Anarchy or 
Criminal Syndicalist laws, with plotting to overthrow the United 
States Government. Wearing the I.W.W. badge or membership 
of the Communist Party was in several cases sufficient evidence 
for judges to pass sentences of five, ten and even twenty years’ 
imprisonment. For distributing leaflets protesting against inter
vention in Russia, one young woman and three men were sen
tenced to twenty yeafs’ imprisonment each. They appealed to 
the U.S. Supreme Court, but a majority of these grave and 
reverend seigneurs decided that these brutal and atrocious sen
tences must stand. Twenty years for distributing leaflets !

The raids on the I.W.W. halls were marked by special 
The Rebel Worker (I.W.W), of New York, Novem- 

gives the following particulars of a 1
by fifteen armed detectives on the hall of the IAV.W. 
Workers at 519, East 12th Street :

“ Secretary Nathan Birnzwcig was the first to feel the smash
ing hand of the dicks. Blow after blow fell upon Birnzweig, 
and finally he fell under the shattering black jacks and could 
not rise. Carl Yacuk, another textile worker, was the next, 
and he too felt the mailed fist, the fifteen gunmen setting upon 
him all at once. T hen Jim Kaledia was greeted by all the force 
behind the detectives’ hands, and he too was somewhat bloodied 
up. On their way out, after searching the other members for 
Ijombs and revolvers, the dicks threw ink bottles, books and 
almost every movable article on the helpless Birnzxyeig, and 
then, to complete the job, stamped upon him us they swept 
their clean and virtuous way out of the hall.”

At Los Angeles the American Legion raided the IAVAV. offices, 
assaulted the members, and destroyed all they could lay their 
hands on. I he chief of police issued a protest on the grounds 
that he had intended doing the same thing himself ! In many 
cities, bookshops that sold “ Red ” literature have been closed, 
the literature confiscated, and the proprietors charged under the 
Criminal Anarchy Law.

more things are unlikely than Emma Goldman’s parting remark, 
that in five years’ time she would be welcomed back to Soviet 
America.

Whilst all these atrocities are being perpetrated on American 
citizens by their own Government, the American Press is demand
ing intervention in Mexico on the plea that the Mexican Govern
ment is not able or willing to protect the lives
U.S. citizens in Mexico!

The fact that even the “moderate ” Trade Unions are now 
being attacked should he a warning to the Labour Movement in 
this country, which frequently ignores attacks on the Socialist 
and Anarchist Press here as being none of their business. There 
is a profound truth in the I.W.W. motto: “ An injury to one is 
an injury to all.”

scries of raids on halls on November 15. As the hour was late, 
three of the halls were closed, but the thirty to forty members of 
the Bomb Squad of the New York police broke in the doors and 
smashed everything possible. “ The damage done in these halls 
amounts to more than five thousand dollars.” These scoundrels 
representing “ law and order ” then went on to the general head
quarters of the IAV.W. at 115, East 10th Street, where, after 
searching the fifty or sixty members present, they proceeded to 
destroy all the papers, pamphlets, hooks and letters. That 
accomplished, they ordered all but the two members who were 
arrested to leave the hall.

T he members started for the door, and as the first tried to

head. He crawled the rest of the
brutes who had now formed a gauntlet.

_• rear and the officers circled around
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The second Congress of the Confederation begun on the 10th of 
“La Comedia,” in Madrid. *

Bible language, that those who associate themselves with those the most important workers Congress ever held in : pai . 
things, by such association testify with the utmost surety to their attended by 465 delegates, representing 850,000 members, 
enmity to Humanity as a whole, and to Liberty, the aspiration
of Humanity, 
from friends.

Of reasons why and explanations how. there are many. Wo
refuse to listen to them. Our human feelings are outraged and

The attempted assassination of General French, in
with this massacre, is a trivial affair. Yet the people

the “ law-abiding ” democrats 
strates to every intelligent person 
sorted out and divided up 
govern will still remain, as

According to Espaila Nueva, where we read the account of the
An acid test by which enemies may be discovered first two sessions, the majority of the delegates declared for 

Anarchist Communism.

Not a man of them left his 
amongst them raised <■

SPAIN.
The printers and journalists of the Madrid Press went on 

strike through differences arising between the printers and the 
editors. The journalists united and published Xuestro Diario 
(Our Daily). The employers wished to publish La Prensa de 
Madrid (The Press of Madrid), but were only able to publish one 
number. Xuestro Diario appeared without interruption till the 
employers and editors climbed down. We congratulate the jour
nalists on their triumph ; also the printers, whose president is our 
old friend and comrade, Jose R. Romero.

At the time of the General Strike in August, 1917, a train 
ran off the rails near Bilbao owing to its excessive speed at a very- 
pronounced curve. Notwithstanding, the first twenty-three per
sons who happened to pass by there were arrested. Amongst 
them were twelve women, the eldest being 25 years of age. T he 
Attorney-General asked that the death sentence should be passed 
on sixteen of the arrested over 18 years of age, and penal servi
tude for life on the other seven under 18 years. After 27 months’ 
imprisonment the Attorney-General withdrew the accusations 
against seven at the first sitting of the Court, and they were 
liberated. The other sixteen were acquitted by the jury against 
the wish of the Attorney-General. It is noticeable that the 
“ Union General ” has not given a farthing to those who were 
entitled to their relief, whilst on the other hand other prisoners 

July, 1918, received 1,000, 2,000, and as much as 2,700 
pesetas.

FRANCE.
Mthough harassed incessantly by the police and refused the 

use of the Cirque de Paris, which had been taken and paid for 
our friends in Paris made a great success of their recent meeting 
on behalf of the Russian Revolution and the general amnesty. 
The Committee of Social Defence reports an attendance of from 
is,000 to 20,000. It is in France, above all other countries, that 
we should welcome such energetic displays; for 1* rance, under the 
leadership of Clemenceau, has seemed bent on plunging into an 
Imperialism which would have as its chief aim the restoration of 
Tsardom and destruction of Democracy throughout Europe. 
Russia’s heavy indebtedness to France has been dragging her 
steadilv along that path. Millions of French peasants invested 
their savings in those fatal loans, and the French peasant does not 
abandon his savings without putting up a bitter fight. Constantly 
rising prices, and the enormous expenditures I
1_____ „ .Sebastian Faure, his term ot imprisonment over 
his platform activities. !_
I
cisely now that the services 
greatest value
having one

Despite the disclosures in the Times and the Daily Mail of 
the horrors of Bolshevik rule in Russia, it is certainly unlikely 
that the Bolsheviks have ever, or will ever, commit more horrible 
atrocities than the one the story cf which is here related.

Russia is a large country and the numbers of its people are 
large. It is to be understood, therefore, that amongst them are 
those who oppose and contend against the Bolshevik regime. 
So it happens that these objectors are in some places courageous 
enough to express their opinions in public assemblies. Some 
little time ago an audience of 5,000 persons or more assembled 
in a square or sunken garden, to which there were only two 
entrances, to listen to two speakers who were to address them. 
The news of the meeting being held came to the ears of an officer 
in high command. (It is not suggested he is in any way related 
to either Lenin or Trotsky.) This officer thereupon matched his 
ninety soldiers and machine guns to the place, and without 
warning of any kind opened fire upon the densely-packed and 
unarmed crowd. At the end of ten minutes over four hundred 
of them were lying dead upon the ground, and the air was filled 
with the shrieks aud groans of fifteen hundred more who were 
wounded.

This much has to be added .to the story : The wounded people 
were left where they fell, and this officer in high command 
marched away with his men without attempting to render first
aid. Thus, torture was added to massacre. The governor of the 
province has commended the action, and the officer in question has 
received promotion, which will be, in Bolshevik minds, generally 
approved.

This short and horrible story—authenticated as it is—is 
hereby presented to the Times and the Daily Mail. These papers 
may use it as they wish : to urge a continuation of the war 
with Russia, or to advocate that a similar course of action, prompt 
and speedy, would be most efficacious in quelling any further 
strike movement in cur own country. Carried to its logical 
extreme, it would even be the surest antidote for the woes of 
Ireland. There is no social disease that will not yield to such 
a potent remedy. Prussianism even—as those papers have t-old 
us—has been destroyed by its means.

The subterfuge need, I think, be kept up no longer. The 
place, Amritsar, at which these things were done is.not in Russia, 
but in India; the officer who ordered them is not a Bolshevist, 
but a general in the British Army; his soldiers were British 
soldiers, and his superior who commended him is the Governor 
of the Punjab, appointed by the British Government.

The names of Dyer and O’Dwyer will stink in the nostrils 
of all decent people as long as they are remembered ; to use an 
often-quoted phrase, “ they are not fit to live." I will not invoke 
the law upon them—for in it I have no faith—but from hence
forth let no human man or woman touch them or speak with in 
them! They are lepers! Fasten bells round their necks! 
Unclean! Unclean!

And t>o my contemporaries I would say in the clearest pos
sible language, that those who as
things

sjo' 
2I0

being in the secret of it—while successful assassination in India 
receives commendation and reward.

And so the moral may be emphasised. It is popularly sup
posed that Parliament has vested in it the governance of this 
island and its Crown Colonies. Let us have an extended 
franchise, proportional representation, democratic control, sa\ 

law-abiding’’ democrats—hut this Amritsar affair demon- 
that when we have all been 

and made voters of, the power to 
it always has done, in the hands of 

those few individuals who are governors. I’he title may be 
changed, the status remains the same.
I_ ____
is all. But, an’ we are assured, when democratic government 
is begun, such happenings will not take place. It is assttmed 
they will not take place. Those oppressors of common rights 
and free speech and small nations will lose their appointments 
and positions. Indeed! then into udiose hands will the Labour 
Government put the practical administration of affairs'.’ What 
has the Labour Party in the Commons done to even protest

against this abominable outrage? 
seat in protest, nor was one voice 
denunciation.

Findings of Commissions, judicial judgments, votes of 
censure are of no importance when compared with the thing that 
is done. For the unrest in India, as in Ireland and Egypt, 
there is a cause. And that cause we believe is the inarticulate 
yearning in the hearts of men fcr Liberty. For its satisfaction 
no salves nor ointments nor plasters will avail anything. Neither 
can any tyrant—thanks to whatever gods may be—annihilate it.

But no man or woman w ith any shred of decency in him or 
her can hear without repugnance and disgust of such doings as 
Dyer has proved himself capable of. Nor can he or she afford 
to refrain from protest against them. It might have been the 
railwaymen of Tonypandy, or the miners of Featherstone, or the 
cotton weavers of Peterloo, or the cutlers of Sheffield who were 
treated in such fashion. In reality it- was them and all of us 
who were murdered and outraged in that square at Amritsar 
Or else “ human solidarity is a myth and not a reality.

The crimes of government! History is but one long record 
of the crimes of government! Dyer and O’Dwyer might afford 
to the Theosophists the evidence they require to establish the 
truth of the theory of reincarnation. John W akeman.
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\yere boys of 16 to old men of 60, and all were beaten the same. 
Some officers would strike at the knees of the fellow workers so 
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heads. The groans and cries were terrible, hut finally ended. 
People on the street assisted the maimed to doctors and hos-
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pitals.
I he same brutal methods were employed all over the country.

pass out he was knocked to the floor by a crushing blow on the 
He crawled the rest of the way receiving kicks by the 

The other members

I* *

then crowded toward the
them beating them with black jacks, table legs and clubs. There

Emma Goldman and Alex. Berkman Deported.
Many Anarchists and Communists have been arrested 

those who are not American citizens being deported, 
both Emma Goldman and Alex. Berkman have been
in America, they have been put on a ship with about two hundred 

the captain sailing with sealed orders. The 
Government officials promised they would be* landed in Soviet 
Russia, but as there' is no open entry to Soviet Russia their fate 
is uncertain. The immigration authorities say that hundreds 
more are to follow. Our two comrades fought hard against 
deportation, hut although they had only recently been released, 
after two years' imprisonment, the Attorney-General demanded 
their deportation on the ground that all the Bolshevik activities in 
the United States could be traced to this “ nest of Anarchists ” 

To us the whole business seems childish in the extreme. The 
great” American nation, which boasts its intelligence and 

is now as panic-stricken 
wolf. We welcome it as a

An American I.WAV. comrade, George Hardy, is willing to 
speak on behalf of the I.WAV. prisoners. Trade Union and 
Socialist branches are requested to write for particulars to 
Solidarity, 10, Tudor Street, London, E.C.4.
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ANARCHIST COMMUNISM,
By Petek Kropotkin

H

Nowhere in the world has the “ war for democracy
such a wave of reaction as in the United States, and nowhere have 
such enormous fortunes been made out of the misery of the 
common people. It is said that 20,000 (twenty thousand) 
new millionaires have been made in the States since the 
Armistice was signed in November, 1918. With further great 
fortunes in sight, American Capitalism has started a bloody war 
on every organisation that dares to speak on behalf of the workers 
—Anarchist, I.W.W., Communist Party or Trade Union. Even 
the American Federation of Labour, whose president, Sam 
Gompers, is hand in glove with the Capitalists, has felt the 
heavy hand of the reactionaries.

Although our Anarchist comrades and the I .WAV. have 
always been persecuted by “ law and order ” in the States, the 
attacks on those and other organisations came to a head with the 
strike of the workers employed by the Steel Trust, who demanded 
better conditions and recognition of their Union. This strike was 
under the auspices of the A'.F.L., but as soon as it started the 
Press raised a howl of “Bolsheviks!” “Anarchists! 
“ I.W.W.,” and demanded police and soldiers to protect 
loyal working man in his right to labour without interference from 
the ‘ Reds,’ ” as they call all revolutionists in the States. 
Steel Trust called out their gunmen and special constables, all 
meetings were forbidden, and free speech suppressed everywhere. 
In Gary the Cossacks galloped through a crowd of strikers and 
wounded 200 with their long bludgeons. Wherever strikers 
gathered they were likely to hear the sound of dashing hoofs and 
find themselves charged by the mounted police. In the coal strike 
which soon followed we read of miners in some districts being 
rounded up by the military, the leaders thrown into prison, and 
the rest of them forced to resume work. Most of the steel 
workers and miners stood up firmly against these methods, but now 
all are back at work again with few of their demands conceded.

But it was the I.W.W., the Anarchists, and the newly-formed 
Communist Party who had to hear the fiercest attacks. Aided 
by the American Legion (discharged soldiers and officers), the 
police started a nation-wide raid on all the offices, meeting-places, 
and papers of the above-named organisations. Many hundreds 
were arrested and charged, under the new Criminal Anarchy or 
Criminal Syndicalist laws, with plotting to overthrow the United 
States Government. Wearing the I.W.W. badge or membership 
of the Communist Party was in several cases sufficient evidence 
for judges to pass sentences of five, ten and even twenty years’ 
imprisonment. For distributing leaflets protesting against inter
vention in Russia, one young woman and three men were sen
tenced to twenty yeafs’ imprisonment each. They appealed to 
the U.S. Supreme Court, but a majority of these grave and 
reverend seigneurs decided that these brutal and atrocious sen
tences must stand. Twenty years for distributing leaflets !

The raids on the I.W.W. halls were marked by special 
The Rebel Worker (I.W.W), of New York, Novem- 

gives the following particulars of a 1
by fifteen armed detectives on the hall of the IAV.W. 
Workers at 519, East 12th Street :

“ Secretary Nathan Birnzwcig was the first to feel the smash
ing hand of the dicks. Blow after blow fell upon Birnzweig, 
and finally he fell under the shattering black jacks and could 
not rise. Carl Yacuk, another textile worker, was the next, 
and he too felt the mailed fist, the fifteen gunmen setting upon 
him all at once. T hen Jim Kaledia was greeted by all the force 
behind the detectives’ hands, and he too was somewhat bloodied 
up. On their way out, after searching the other members for 
Ijombs and revolvers, the dicks threw ink bottles, books and 
almost every movable article on the helpless Birnzxyeig, and 
then, to complete the job, stamped upon him us they swept 
their clean and virtuous way out of the hall.”

At Los Angeles the American Legion raided the IAVAV. offices, 
assaulted the members, and destroyed all they could lay their 
hands on. I he chief of police issued a protest on the grounds 
that he had intended doing the same thing himself ! In many 
cities, bookshops that sold “ Red ” literature have been closed, 
the literature confiscated, and the proprietors charged under the 
Criminal Anarchy Law.

more things are unlikely than Emma Goldman’s parting remark, 
that in five years’ time she would be welcomed back to Soviet 
America.

Whilst all these atrocities are being perpetrated on American 
citizens by their own Government, the American Press is demand
ing intervention in Mexico on the plea that the Mexican Govern
ment is not able or willing to protect the lives
U.S. citizens in Mexico!

The fact that even the “moderate ” Trade Unions are now 
being attacked should he a warning to the Labour Movement in 
this country, which frequently ignores attacks on the Socialist 
and Anarchist Press here as being none of their business. There 
is a profound truth in the I.W.W. motto: “ An injury to one is 
an injury to all.”

scries of raids on halls on November 15. As the hour was late, 
three of the halls were closed, but the thirty to forty members of 
the Bomb Squad of the New York police broke in the doors and 
smashed everything possible. “ The damage done in these halls 
amounts to more than five thousand dollars.” These scoundrels 
representing “ law and order ” then went on to the general head
quarters of the IAV.W. at 115, East 10th Street, where, after 
searching the fifty or sixty members present, they proceeded to 
destroy all the papers, pamphlets, hooks and letters. That 
accomplished, they ordered all but the two members who were 
arrested to leave the hall.

T he members started for the door, and as the first tried to

head. He crawled the rest of the
brutes who had now formed a gauntlet.

_• rear and the officers circled around

FREEDOM. 5January . 1920.

A CHRISTMAS CAROL

Ol

is
• *

INTERNATIONAL NOTES.

in Madrid.La Comedia, • »December at the Theatre » *

aspiration

of Ireland must pay for the attempt at assassination—few of them

proportional representation, democratic

foreshadowed by the
General Dyer, Kiny Herod changes to Governor O Dwyer, that recent Budget, are having, it may be hoped, a sobering effect.

much to his eloquence, clear-sightedness
French comrades on

• of ’their best fighters again in harness.

4i0e 40 4847434241
I

191716 II

4 l

violated 
comparison

It has been 
It was

^u.i

The title may be 
Emperor Nero becomes

9 > • 
IS

15,000 to 20,000.
we snouiti welcome su<u -, — - -—
leadership of Clemenceau, has seemed bent on plunging into

STAINLESS HARM Nt 0
_________ 1__ .

ULLLLLLl Hl LKLULLUUU LI LI 111 T1 

S3 54 55 56

■, has resumed 
Our movement in the past has owed 

and energy. It is pro
of this tried veteran can be of the 

and we congratulate our

44 45 4

18

u ill p

21

The second Congress of the Confederation begun on the 10th of 
“La Comedia,” in Madrid. *

Bible language, that those who associate themselves with those the most important workers Congress ever held in : pai . 
things, by such association testify with the utmost surety to their attended by 465 delegates, representing 850,000 members, 
enmity to Humanity as a whole, and to Liberty, the aspiration
of Humanity, 
from friends.

Of reasons why and explanations how. there are many. Wo
refuse to listen to them. Our human feelings are outraged and

The attempted assassination of General French, in
with this massacre, is a trivial affair. Yet the people

the “ law-abiding ” democrats 
strates to every intelligent person 
sorted out and divided up 
govern will still remain, as

According to Espaila Nueva, where we read the account of the
An acid test by which enemies may be discovered first two sessions, the majority of the delegates declared for 

Anarchist Communism.

Not a man of them left his 
amongst them raised <■

SPAIN.
The printers and journalists of the Madrid Press went on 

strike through differences arising between the printers and the 
editors. The journalists united and published Xuestro Diario 
(Our Daily). The employers wished to publish La Prensa de 
Madrid (The Press of Madrid), but were only able to publish one 
number. Xuestro Diario appeared without interruption till the 
employers and editors climbed down. We congratulate the jour
nalists on their triumph ; also the printers, whose president is our 
old friend and comrade, Jose R. Romero.

At the time of the General Strike in August, 1917, a train 
ran off the rails near Bilbao owing to its excessive speed at a very- 
pronounced curve. Notwithstanding, the first twenty-three per
sons who happened to pass by there were arrested. Amongst 
them were twelve women, the eldest being 25 years of age. T he 
Attorney-General asked that the death sentence should be passed 
on sixteen of the arrested over 18 years of age, and penal servi
tude for life on the other seven under 18 years. After 27 months’ 
imprisonment the Attorney-General withdrew the accusations 
against seven at the first sitting of the Court, and they were 
liberated. The other sixteen were acquitted by the jury against 
the wish of the Attorney-General. It is noticeable that the 
“ Union General ” has not given a farthing to those who were 
entitled to their relief, whilst on the other hand other prisoners 

July, 1918, received 1,000, 2,000, and as much as 2,700 
pesetas.

FRANCE.
Mthough harassed incessantly by the police and refused the 

use of the Cirque de Paris, which had been taken and paid for 
our friends in Paris made a great success of their recent meeting 
on behalf of the Russian Revolution and the general amnesty. 
The Committee of Social Defence reports an attendance of from 
is,000 to 20,000. It is in France, above all other countries, that 
we should welcome such energetic displays; for 1* rance, under the 
leadership of Clemenceau, has seemed bent on plunging into an 
Imperialism which would have as its chief aim the restoration of 
Tsardom and destruction of Democracy throughout Europe. 
Russia’s heavy indebtedness to France has been dragging her 
steadilv along that path. Millions of French peasants invested 
their savings in those fatal loans, and the French peasant does not 
abandon his savings without putting up a bitter fight. Constantly 
rising prices, and the enormous expenditures I
1_____ „ .Sebastian Faure, his term ot imprisonment over 
his platform activities. !_
I
cisely now that the services 
greatest value
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Despite the disclosures in the Times and the Daily Mail of 
the horrors of Bolshevik rule in Russia, it is certainly unlikely 
that the Bolsheviks have ever, or will ever, commit more horrible 
atrocities than the one the story cf which is here related.

Russia is a large country and the numbers of its people are 
large. It is to be understood, therefore, that amongst them are 
those who oppose and contend against the Bolshevik regime. 
So it happens that these objectors are in some places courageous 
enough to express their opinions in public assemblies. Some 
little time ago an audience of 5,000 persons or more assembled 
in a square or sunken garden, to which there were only two 
entrances, to listen to two speakers who were to address them. 
The news of the meeting being held came to the ears of an officer 
in high command. (It is not suggested he is in any way related 
to either Lenin or Trotsky.) This officer thereupon matched his 
ninety soldiers and machine guns to the place, and without 
warning of any kind opened fire upon the densely-packed and 
unarmed crowd. At the end of ten minutes over four hundred 
of them were lying dead upon the ground, and the air was filled 
with the shrieks aud groans of fifteen hundred more who were 
wounded.

This much has to be added .to the story : The wounded people 
were left where they fell, and this officer in high command 
marched away with his men without attempting to render first
aid. Thus, torture was added to massacre. The governor of the 
province has commended the action, and the officer in question has 
received promotion, which will be, in Bolshevik minds, generally 
approved.

This short and horrible story—authenticated as it is—is 
hereby presented to the Times and the Daily Mail. These papers 
may use it as they wish : to urge a continuation of the war 
with Russia, or to advocate that a similar course of action, prompt 
and speedy, would be most efficacious in quelling any further 
strike movement in cur own country. Carried to its logical 
extreme, it would even be the surest antidote for the woes of 
Ireland. There is no social disease that will not yield to such 
a potent remedy. Prussianism even—as those papers have t-old 
us—has been destroyed by its means.

The subterfuge need, I think, be kept up no longer. The 
place, Amritsar, at which these things were done is.not in Russia, 
but in India; the officer who ordered them is not a Bolshevist, 
but a general in the British Army; his soldiers were British 
soldiers, and his superior who commended him is the Governor 
of the Punjab, appointed by the British Government.

The names of Dyer and O’Dwyer will stink in the nostrils 
of all decent people as long as they are remembered ; to use an 
often-quoted phrase, “ they are not fit to live." I will not invoke 
the law upon them—for in it I have no faith—but from hence
forth let no human man or woman touch them or speak with in 
them! They are lepers! Fasten bells round their necks! 
Unclean! Unclean!

And t>o my contemporaries I would say in the clearest pos
sible language, that those who as
things

sjo' 
2I0

being in the secret of it—while successful assassination in India 
receives commendation and reward.

And so the moral may be emphasised. It is popularly sup
posed that Parliament has vested in it the governance of this 
island and its Crown Colonies. Let us have an extended 
franchise, proportional representation, democratic control, sa\ 

law-abiding’’ democrats—hut this Amritsar affair demon- 
that when we have all been 

and made voters of, the power to 
it always has done, in the hands of 

those few individuals who are governors. I’he title may be 
changed, the status remains the same.
I_ ____
is all. But, an’ we are assured, when democratic government 
is begun, such happenings will not take place. It is assttmed 
they will not take place. Those oppressors of common rights 
and free speech and small nations will lose their appointments 
and positions. Indeed! then into udiose hands will the Labour 
Government put the practical administration of affairs'.’ What 
has the Labour Party in the Commons done to even protest

against this abominable outrage? 
seat in protest, nor was one voice 
denunciation.

Findings of Commissions, judicial judgments, votes of 
censure are of no importance when compared with the thing that 
is done. For the unrest in India, as in Ireland and Egypt, 
there is a cause. And that cause we believe is the inarticulate 
yearning in the hearts of men fcr Liberty. For its satisfaction 
no salves nor ointments nor plasters will avail anything. Neither 
can any tyrant—thanks to whatever gods may be—annihilate it.

But no man or woman w ith any shred of decency in him or 
her can hear without repugnance and disgust of such doings as 
Dyer has proved himself capable of. Nor can he or she afford 
to refrain from protest against them. It might have been the 
railwaymen of Tonypandy, or the miners of Featherstone, or the 
cotton weavers of Peterloo, or the cutlers of Sheffield who were 
treated in such fashion. In reality it- was them and all of us 
who were murdered and outraged in that square at Amritsar 
Or else “ human solidarity is a myth and not a reality.

The crimes of government! History is but one long record 
of the crimes of government! Dyer and O’Dwyer might afford 
to the Theosophists the evidence they require to establish the 
truth of the theory of reincarnation. John W akeman.
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Le Libcrtairc gives prominence to two long letters by an 
Austrian comrade living in Vienna. The sufferings of that un
happy city, whose very life the treaty-makers of Versailles appear 
determined to exterminate, have begun to excite, at last, the war- 
calloused sympathies of the outside world. Our comrade, a noted 
scholar and formerly a man of some independent means, relates 
simply that for months past—since the termination of the war, be 
it noted—he has been living almost exclusively on bread and 
water. Milk, coffee, chocolate, eggs, butter, cheese, etc., are 
held at prices entirely prohibitive to all but the rich. And even 
the bread itself .’ Such bread ! Apparently the Allies have not 
cut off the city’s water supply—as yet.

Alex. Smith, ILL.J.J. 
“ Freedom ”
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all else is illusion except the Social Democratic State ” ;

1919, “all else is illusion except the Soviet Republic.” 
examination of Russia to-day reveals the skeleton of Emile 
Pouget’s “ Syndicalist Commonwealth
is a correct reading of Russian events then social reconstruction 
has been in model in Russia, following revolution in such a 
manner that one feels prone to conclude that Lenin and his fol
lowers have been forced to consider modern objections to the 
Marxist State. In frank terms, ” Sovietism ” is Marxian Social 
Democracy subject to constructional modification by Anarchist 

--- -----□ If this is true, and it is, the place of
is firmly placed.

arc only part of the
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ing to human direction of affairs.
than the Labour Partyh who hold to a platform of Social Reform
as opposed to revolution. In two years Russia must pass
through Bakunin’s Federalism, and, as moral culture takes root,
develop by degree Anarchist Communism.—Yours fraternally,

Willesden B.S.P. Fred Tyler.
[We quite agree that Anarchist criticism has compelled the Bol

sheviks and other Social Democrats to revise their ideas as to
the place of the State in future society, but we certainly cannot
be charged with having missed that “ vital point.” Year in and 
year out we have ridiculed the idea that the State can ever be
a means towards Revolution, but we did not consider it neces
sary to join a Marxist organisation to carry on our propaganda. 
Mr. Tyler is a member of the strongest Marxist society in this
country, which in turn is affiliated to the Labour Party. It
would be a powerful microscope which would show the influence
of Anarchist thought on the Labour Party. It is not even in 
favour of a Soviet Republic.—Ed., Freedom.]

Apparently the Spartacists are joining the Anarchist ranks 
and co-operating with the Syndicalists who have Anarchistic ten
dencies. Individualist Anarchism is also showing an activity 
somewhat unexpected. We note the recent formation of a 
Stirner group and the publication of two reviews edited along that 
line.
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(To the Editor of Freedom.)
Dear Sir,— 1 he articles which have appeared in Freedom by 

various contributors on the subject of Anarchism and Bolshevism 
have been interesting, but have sadly fallen short of the most vital 
point. They exhibit by their very composition a failure to under
stand Anarchism, not only as a given ideal but as a tactic in human 
emancipation. The swift conquest of power by the Russian 
masses, resulting in the Soviet system, has broken down the 
Parliamentary leanings of British Marxists, and, re-enforced by 
a sprinkling of young Anarchists, they are now for Soviet rule 
in this country. In plain words, the consistent Social Democrats 
of yesterday are the consistent Sovietists of to-day. In 1912, 
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MODERN SCIENCE AND ANARCHISM.
Kropotkin. Paper covers, 6d.; posfaee 2d

FIELDS, FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS.
Kropotkin. Cloth, 2s. 6d.; postage, 4d.

THE CONQUEST OF BREAD. By Peter Kropotkin.

Freedom ” Subscriptions.-IL Evans, E. H. Olds, S. Davis, J. F. 
Gibson, I.. Aubert, J. Miller, W.G.P., W.Ms., Z. 2.Z.,
Esteban, J. Sellar, T.S., .J. Colclough, M. .J. Risard, P. Porr  
•L A' Erman» A- v- Seilens, L R. Armstrong, W*

Guarantee Fund.—B.H.,

SATURDAY, JANUARY 17th,
At Crown Hall, Redman's Read, Stepney,

Concert, 6-8 p.m. Dancing, 8-12. B. SARNE, M.C, 
HERALD LEAGUE” QUADRILLE BAND.

M e thank all oomrades and friends for their generous response 
to our appeal, and hope those who have not contributed will do 
so quickly. It will be seen that up to the present we have only 
received about half of the £50 which we asked for. We con
fidently appeal for the balance, to start us in the New Year with 
hearts free from financial anxiety. Besides, we have other 
pamphlets and books to print as soon as we can get the money 
to pay for the work. Collecting sheets will be sent on request. 
Sums received to date (January " 
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* * standard ” wage is about £4 10s., whilst- a railway 
porter’s “ standard ” may be only £2 10s. To us these contradic
tions prove that a “ standard ” of living is an illusion. Surely 
a railway porter needs as much food, shelter and clothing for 
himself and his family as does a compositor, 
is just as 1

than ever. 
In the 

. America a short time 
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the only alternative to Parliament is revolution.
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they know it
Besides,
meantime the Russians deported from
back, includ’ing Emma Goldman l_ 
at Helsingfors and marched across
Soviet Russia, whyrc they were nu 
others with bands and banners, and heartily 
good wishes g<> with them into Russia,

arrested and thrown
members of propagandist 

are at once 1
 Trials under the 

witnesses for the defence being warned that their lives

twenty years’ Imprisonment ‘are being given for offences which 
in ordinary times passed as legal, and judges and juries have lost 
all sense of proportion • in their verdicts and sentences. Five

rtrt49
* 1I

or forty islands, including

Jamaica and Trinidad. For some years American statesmen like 
Roosevelt have had their eyes on this string of islands, and since 
the Panama Canal was opened American naval and military 
authorities have pointed out that these islands are a danger to 
the Canal in case of war, as Great Britain uses them as naval 
bases. A few months after America came into the war a 
conference of well-known public men and editors was held to 
discuss ways and means of enlightening Americans on foreign 
affairs, and two of the speakers demanded that Britain and 
France should be compelled to sell their islands in the West 
Indies as Denmark had done. Now that the exchange in America 
is going from bad to worse. Uncle Sam seizes the opportunity of 
compelling his “ associates ” to give him something as compensa
tion for the plunder gained by the Peace Treaty, which President 
Wilson helped them to shape.

America’s Price for Helping the Allies. 

America is now
against Germany.
Uncle Sam to render more 
and France, as '
on the loans they floated in the U.S.A. *  - — . ■■■ » 
let them have the <
the

standard
standard l' may 

standard
railway porter needs as A porter s work

essential to The community as the work of a compositor.

tions inside the capitalist system. As long as tnev recognise 
private property in land the capitalists can always starve them 
into submission. Men can never be free until .they have free 
access to the land, and when railwaymen and other workers 
recognise this fact they will no longer worry about gaining an 
extra shilling or two per week, but will join together and take 
back the land from the monopolists, sweep away all the social 

and enjoy the full product of their labour. But 
” at £1,000 a year will not tell this to them.

The Railway Settlement.

The railwaymen—and other workers—now know that the 
capitalists are determined to use “ force to the uttermost

obtained prior to the war. The Government experts having 
decided how much it costs to keep a railwayman alive, so that 

• he can do his work, they have fixed his wages for him to a nicety, 
and not a farthing more shall he have unless he and his mates 
are prepared to fight for it. In effect the capitalists say : Your
wages were £1 before the war. The cost of living has increased 
150 per cent. We will now pay you £2 10s. And we will fight 
before we will pay another penny.” But it was impossible for 
the railwaymen to take up the challenge. Their secretary, Mr. 
J. H. Thomas, whose salary they had just raised to £1,000 a 
year, spiked their guns by declaring it “ an honourable settle
ment.” Where was the much-vaunted Triple Alliance in their 
hour of need? Well, the miners were busy with their campaign 
for the nationalisation of the mines, and the transport workers 
were engaged in negotiations for an increase of wages for them
selves. °But apart from the weakness of the Triple Alliance, ^it

As long as they recognise

produced. In fact a porter s work entails more pnysictu e.xei- 
tion than that of a compositor, and for that, reason he might 
require more food to maintain his strength. These distinctions 
in wages are artificial. Let everyone do his fair share of the* 
necessary work of the community, and there would be so much 
food and clothing for all that we would never need to quarrel 
about ‘‘standards of living.” But as long as some men take 
£10,(MY) or £100,000 a year from the wealth of the community 
so long will others have to be content with £2 a week The 
humour of the situation is that the man who gets only £2 a week

Trade with Russia. 
It almost seems as though stern economic necessity is 

forcing the British Government to trade with Soviet Russia. 
I The high rate of exchange with America raises the price of every

thing bought in that country, so the Government are turning to 
Russia, from whence they hope to get a million tons of grain, 
which proves that the feeding of Soviet Russia was a matter of 
transport and not lack of food. Even now the Government say 
that they have no ifitention of altering their policy towards the 
Bolsheviks, and the Churchills and Northcliffes say we cannot 
make peace with them; but as the Government have always said 
that they are not at war with Russia, of course in that sense they 
cannot make peace. However, Lloyd George will wish to save 
his face by a little camouflage which deceives no one. The fact 
is that the smashing of Koltchak. Denikin, and Y’udcnitch has 
proved the immense strength of the Red Armies, and now the 
Allies realise that- the task of fighting them is bigger than they 
can cope with—at present. We are told that the treaty of 
peace between Esthonia and Soviet Russia gives Esthonia sixteen 
million roubles in gold and a concession to build a railway from 
Reval to Moscoyv. We think it will be found that English 
capitalists will have a share in that concession, which is merely 
a forerunner of the good things to come when trade with Russia 
is thrown open to all. These concessions, as Litvinoff pointed 
out recently, are really the aim of their enemies, and the 
Bolsheviks were prepared to grant them to gain peace. lhe 
cry of ” atrocities ” has always been used by Western Powers 
to cover up their greed for profits and territory.
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The White Terror in America.

The Department of “ Justice

Raids are still taking place; in fact, the 
Men and 

into jail merely because they 
organisations,

Ellis

Socialists who were elected to the New York State Legislature 
have been refused permission to take their seats.

will advertise Socialist ideas more

methods of persecution against Communists and Anarchists and 
I.WAV. members. 1
Attorney-General says they have only just begun.

and if they are 
sent To Ellis Island to await 

Criminal Anarchy Law are a

Sentences of five, ten, and parasites,
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