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DownDoirt Go Down
the Mine^, Harry /

WORKERS ARE BECOMING a little tired of 
being given slogans when they ask for the loaves 
of improved conditions. For many months now the 
resentment of the miners, at bad working conditions 
and unjust treatment by the State, has been growing 
and demonstrating itself in strikes and in the uni
versal working slow which lowered the per man 
output in almost every coalfield in the country.

The miners have many grievances, besides the 
usual ones concerning poor pay. Owing to the 
withdrawal of miners to the forces, the average age 
of miners has increased from 33 to 38, so that fewer 
and older men are expected to bear the burden of 
heavier work. In many pits the good seams are 
being left and the difficult ones worked, so as to get 
the high wartime price for the coal which is most 
costly in labour. The condition of the pits and pit 
machinery has deteriorated since the beginning of 
the war owing to the lack of men and materials for 
its maintenance. In addition there are many men 
in the mines with individual grievances because they 
have been dragged away from better jobs outside 
the mines which they had obtained in the days when 
the mine owners had no use for them.

The miners have been subjected to bullying of 
various kinds, but this has had little effect on the 
most independent section of the British workers. 
Now persuasion is being tried, and the miners have 
been confronted with new machinery for the settle
ment of disputes arising out of the running of the 
industry. The machinery is very much like any 
other negotiating machinery, i.e. a National Nego
tiating Committee with 11 members from each side, 
and a National Reference Tribunal of three inde
pendent members appointed by the Master of Rolls. 
The only important difference is that wage negotia

tions will once again be on a national rather than on 
a district basis.

Surely it is time the workers learnt from-exper
ience that 'machinery’ of this kind is always only a 
drag upon their activity and is, indeed, intended as 
such. This Will Lawther admitted when he said, 
“It is a serious attempt to prevent on either side 
any drastic upheaval either in peace or war.” This 
kind of trickery should always be treated with the 
contempt it deserves. Only by their own direct 
action will the workers ever get the conditions they 
desire. From negotiating committees and 'indepen
dent’ tribunals they can expect nothing beyond such 
mean sops as it is convenient for the capitalist to 
give them when his prosperity allows it.

As was to be expected, the Communists are full 
of syncophantic praise for the new machinery and 
hearty ‘congratulations to the Mineworkers’ Federa
tion’. They choose the opportunity to demand that 
the federal organisation of the M.F.G.B. should be 
replaced by a highly centralised union, in which, no 
doubt, they hope to carry on their own activity to 
greater advantage.

Harry Pollitt also speaks his mind to the miners 
in a pompous little pep-talk pamphlet entitled 
'Miner’s Target’. Just as he is anxious for a second 
front on which he is unlikely to get the chance of 
dying, so Harry is anxious to speed up production 
on. the coal face he himself will never work. He 
starts with a little bland flattery, and then goes on 
to pleading for just another 3 cwts. a shift, comrade! 
Next he demands co-operation with the State and 
the bosses in the Coal Control Scheme, and then 
waxes stern on absenteeism.

'How can any decent man voluntarily lose work 
at a time like this! To do so is a crime.’




