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AS THE WAR drags through its fifth year the minds
of men turn with keener realism to that uncertain and
perilous time the “post-war period”. During the early 
years of the war optimistic prophecy was dominant— 
“this time the boys will not come back to the dole 
queue.” From our observation and hearing that easy 
mood is being rapidly dissipated by the approach of a
doubtful peace. Lest there be some who form their 
judgment, not by observing life, but entirely by the 
evidence of books, we refer to the “Mass Observation” 
volume The Journey Home, War-time Survey, prepared 
for the Advertising Service Guild (John Murray, 6s.) 
published last week.

Claiming to have made a wide and representative

survey in all classes, men and women, civilians and 
forces, “Mass Observation” reports a sinking of the 
level of “hope” and “expectation” during the last three 
years. On the subjects of unemployment, social service, 
education and reforms the people express, not what they 
expect, but what they would like. Fear of the future 
has taken the place of light-hearted, light-headed hope. 
Spoken or unspoken, each man’s fear is that National 
Victory means Personal Defeat.

Certainly the experience and accounts of everyday 
life in Britain in the years which followed the Armistice 
give the workers little foundation for hope. Nor do 
recent policies and tendencies indicate any fundamental 
change in the intention of the ruling class. The last




