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NARCHISM has alwayvs

and sees men and women as inhabitants of the world rather

than of “"nations”

People who need each other, and have nothing

to gain from mutual strife, whose nature is to extend mutual

assistance towards each other.
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been an internationalist conception

tries of Eastern Europe which
have fallen under the essentially
similar power of Russian re-
action.
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expression.  Therefore, |
am not a patriot—I shall
ever seek my compatriots
all over the world.”

RABINDRINATH TAGORE

Threepence

JARRKROW

N the days between the wars, before export drives and inflation prices
grew into the Brinsh way of life, one word became symbolic of the

living death of mass unemployment.

This Tyneside town of 32,000 was
erected to house shipbuilding workers,

That word, that name, was Jarrow.

June a report submitted to the Board of

. < ot . - . e . . Trade by the Northern Industrial Group

- S S paticnnh t,S“‘hd“ U:"_“tpflﬂ‘n :’an\ﬁtnfi fno ANTI-RUSSIAN and shipbuilding, with some chemical spoke of the possibility of there being
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these belong to separatist trends making for mutual hostility. One We have always viewed the Tito | town’s workers. But in the 1930’s, Vvery long. Our island home sweet home
of the functions of an anarchist paper is to promote internationalist affair as basically a struggle 6f national- ‘ ' e - agafn

feeling, and an interest in international affairs together with an
understanding of the real issues -and their bearing on the lives

of individuals who comprise the

“nations”’. During the past

twenty vears or so, it has become especially necessary to hold
firmly to our conceptions of internationalist solidarity and the

fundamental identity of interests of all people.

For during those

years our syvmpathy and interest have been increasingly engaged
by the spectacle of active reaction at work in political repressions

sympathies can only too readily
be enlisted in the service of
purely nationalistic struggles—
as in the recent war. It 1s

of the inhabitants of countries
which fall under the power
of a Communist government.
Those of us who remember the
succumbing of the Spanish

ist aspirations to break free from im-
perialist bondage imposed by Russia.
And although the so-ecalled Cominform
has been the apparent prosccutor, it has
been clear that “Titoism™ is simply o
Russian term for colonial revolt—just
as “‘trotskvism" within the U.S.S.R. be-
fore the war was a covering term for
internal resistance of all shades—and

possible to remain unconcerned and un-
moved by events which represent a pos-
sible weakening of the central power of
Russian imperialism. We feel no more
concern at the personal fate of Rajk
and other Communist Righ-ups who are

nobody wanted ships, and Jarrow be-
came a dead town where rusty cranes
towered over derelict docks and idle
men watched ricketty children playing
in the shabby streets.

Sometimes the men became active
—and marched to London. Ellen
Wilkinson, or some other firebrand,

which had its own dole-queues, and
they would go back to their dead
town. Some men were active there,
though, all the ume. The Labour
Exchange clerks and the means-test

“Full Employment’

The Government has a policy of full
employment, which 1t has found extremely
casy to maintain since there would have
been full employment during these post-
war vyears whether it had had a policy
or not. The Government has a scheme
for taking light industries to the one-time

a 3 listressed areas so that they should not
has its counterpart in all the other | would march at their head—for the r P
: . o il - lepend too much on one industry. But
of a kind that completel) e Russian colonics in Eastern Europe. , 1. z ) oL PR e ,
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workers signed on last week there were
500 jobs for them—and many of those
away from Jarrow.

But the report that the Government is
considering using more widely the powers
it already has for the direction of labour

__ mot possible—or desirable—to workers® struggle to the fascist purged than we did fof the defendants | men, ot B baftee than e, Alieed
; remain unmoved by the strug- wvictory, who saw Austria and in the .Bds'-‘" "iﬂ] but, we are very Then came the war, and ships were (hev fall out of work to the dollar export
lnr glt’ adainst fascism. If one Czechoslovakia engulfed by ‘he much interested in CsL trinls and wanged., Men o' war.had 1o .be bpih, and.  yrades? ™ot b, , 1CoK more™ ke
vl anyvthing about Com- Nazis, cannot but feel very }’,:‘,,',‘ff:mi,":‘:,“gff,‘},’,c s e ]'““’5 ""cm,d A C{'m pormies and the implementatifh SR
L munist es. ong cannot re- keenly fthe situation of the coun; I (Continded u’k‘\\l) sl o Whrnmr chitver=—d | \; o\ hed. {’g"’:ﬁ,f:’“ﬁjﬁ;ﬁ, rgﬁugi;u?n'c;’ :? sﬁic
; M All the time .Lhe. U boats and .lhe country to the other if there are jobs to
i Dorniers were smklng and damagmg go to—and uncmploycd men are not
’L P 0 w E B P 0 l T l C s B.rilish sl;ips, the yards at Jarrow ‘were  fyssy.

* I ' hives of industry, building and repairing, Direction to dollar export trades? No-
‘ replacing and refitting, keeping afloat the pody will be directed to build the houses

Jdeals and Realities

IN the périod between the capitula-

gon of Nazi Germany with the

resulting expulsion of millions of
people from its Eastern parts and the
dropping over 2 Japanese town of the

armies run on military lines in order
to raise production, did not follow
him in his struggle against the

“Moustached” so the peoples of Yugo-

slavia who have had the Red Army

secretary-general of the U.S.A. C.P.,
and on the other proppmg up hxs
Yugoslav equivalent by gmng him
diplomatic support and loans in spite
of Tito’s lack of sympathy for such

ships on which our island home depends.
So we won the war, thanks in part to the
Jarrow workers, and they immediately set
to work making up the losses in our
merchant fleet, and converting troopships
back to liners for summer cruises.

So for ten years, Jarrow has known
prosperity. But last week a thousand men
lost their jobs. All the losses of shipping
have been made good; all the conversions

we need so badly, or to step up food
production, but thousands might be sent
to assist 1in the production of chromium
plated cars, nylons, radio sets and other
necessities for—export.

So the farce goes on, and more and
more are workers becoming mere pawns
to be dealt with as the State decides. The
Tories have not troubled very much to

. . . \ N X, x : L _ hide their desire for a pool of unemployed
ﬁrSt atomic bomb built by the 1n their midst have shown no eager-— things as Christianity, capitalism and | completed. In ship-building, like every- —“Fear is the best incentive to work.”
“arsenal of democracy”, a general mess to shed their blood to exchange the Four Freedoms which all good | thing else, the sellers’ market is rapidly Is it not the case that the so-called

election took place in ths country. It
provlded the politicians with another
opportunity to make a number of what
were then called “important speeches™
(most of which seem rather silly when
read to-day) and the war-weary vVOters
were led to believe that relations with
the “Socialist sixth of the world”
would be better if a Labour Govern-
ment was elected because the “Left
trusts the Left”. And small was the
number of those who in 1945 claimed

that similarity of 1deologles plays very
little importance in the relations be-

tween States and their rulers who are
primarily interested 1in. maintaining
themselves in power for as long and
as securely as possible. Then, 1n
support of their claim they pointed
to Comrade Stalin’s political somer-
saults and to the outbreak of the
Second World War only a year after
Mr. Chambcrlam brought back from

the widely detested Tito for some new
Soviet nominee who will only per-

petuate the present-day oppression
and misery.

Even so, the entry of the Red Army
into Yugoslavia would have destroyed
the latest “Fascist reptile” had it not
been for Moscow’s fear that such a
move would precipitate an armed
conflict with the U.S.A. allied to the
man who three years ago was busy
shooting down American planes. The
makers of U.S. foreign policy are well
aware than one of Russia’s strongest
cards i1s the international communist
movement which still has the support
of millions of people all over the
world. The difficulty in organising
strong non-Communist trade unions
among the manual workers in France
and Italy as well as the victories of the
Communist-led armies in_ the Far
East have only confirmed the above

Americans are supposed to cherish so
much! LA.

ANARCHISTS IN KOREA

contracting, and competition is sharpening
up. Already on the Mersey, 3,000 ship-
yard workers are unemployed, and last

THE recent United Nations Commission on Korea, the former Japancsc
territory divided after the war between Soviet and Amencan occupaton,
now faces serious danger of “a most barbarous civil war”.
Since last winter when Soviet forces withdrew from the area north of
the thirty-eighth parallel and American forces from the southern half of

the country, Korea has had a “People’s Democracy”
in the south.

“Republican Government”

The Commission placed a share of
blame for the present unrest on both sides.

“The world-wide antagonism between
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
and the United States continues to be
one of the basic factors underlying the
present difficulties,”” i1s said.

The Commission found that there watg

LEAH FELDMAN

in the north and a

general belief
Russia and the

among the pcople that
United States *‘are res-
ponsible for the present plight of the
country and have left it in the lurch.”

“There 1s much military posturing on
both sides of the thirty-eighth parallel.
This holds serious danger of provoking
open military conflict. Military conflict
in Korea would mean the most barbarous
civil war.”

1T'his 1s the background of the letter be-

Socialists, though for different reasons, are
also very pleased to see happen what
happened last week at Jarrow?

PeS.

divided 1nto two parts, half for the
Americans and half for _ the Russians.
And, supported by the foreign armies of
occupation, the reactionary forces have be-
come more and mose powerful, the Reds
in the north and the Whites 1n the south.

Meanwhile, in spite of all difficulues,
we are struggling with confidence in the
ulumate victory of our fight for a new
revolution based on freedom, equity and
humanity.

We hope you will put us in touch with
anarchist organisatons and individuals
with whom we can correspond, since
during the long years of occupation and
Japanese imperialism we have lost touch
with our friends in the outside world be-
cause of the severe espionage and censor-
ship system.

We hope to set up a bookshop and

Munich “peace with homour™. To- (i 15 these masses anti-Soviet PROSECUTED e T U S O {if,’éi?\fﬁfcﬁ‘Qithi,?hl;’fﬁib‘f?f; fﬁaﬁﬁﬁs;
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U.S.A. struggle for world supremacy politician or of a reformist trade | gather” (a crowd the police themselves the entire world. such books were confiscated by the police

offers them another proof.

union boss means little. To a Com-

caused!) our comrade Leah Feldman
was arrested at Hyde Park and carried

First of all we thank you for the strug-
gle you have been making, for peace and

and the military of the impernialists.
For this purpose, we earnestly ask you

: munist whose exploits the B.B.C. and : = : - | freedom. M T T T o P S s e T e
- : off in a waiting police-van last Sunday. , L, o : ‘ BT ; Ery
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\ugosla\ Communists 10 overthrow : organisation was started i1n secret, under We hope that

him it made a mistake similar to the

Russian  satellite

leaders of the

secutive week that the police had inter-
fered with her liberty to scll the paper.

the cruel and bestial oppression of the

weé may continue to
struggle together for our common aim.

overnments in Eastern Europe an : Ryt & , Japanese police, with the aim of system- - . s : X
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tion to the growing bureaucracy (in

ship similar to their own can exist

provided it finds some sufficiently

€2 fine (fourteen davs to pay).

The struggle
of the anarchists has been carried on pas-

tions go back 4,300 years.
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So we find the U.S.A. government
on the one hand prosecuting the
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SOCIETY Vs.

MARJORIE MITCHELL raises

again this question of defining
“freedom”. It is extraordinary how
difficult this seems when examined
vis a vis the Marxist position. Indeed,
for years I have been harassed by the
problem myself and, until I faced the
issue squarely as a problem rather
than as an exercise in the use of
words, was very distressed by the
notion that freedom is an illusion
which could exist only in the wind
and not in the real world of human

relations. .
I suspect that, while aware that the

prating of certain pious ostriches on
this subject contains a fundamental
fallacy, we feel that, once we let go
of our obsolete freedom myths, we
shall fall into the arms of the Com-
munist Party where our cherished
notions are regarded as soO xpuch
bourgeois prejudice. I find misery
caused by this dilemma so common
that my experience may interest many

near-anarchists (particularly those
who, like myself, have been close 10

the C.P. in the past) who entertain
similar doubts.

*

MOST people want freedom. Some
YA actively fight for it; some, overtly
or covertly, deny it to tl_mr fellows.
Nearly all would advocate 1t for them-
selves. Marxists know this but point out
that in practice the demand of the
bourgeoisie for freedom is really a demand
for bourgeois freedom at the expense of
the proletariat who are everywhere 1n
chains. This analysis is, of course, truc
since “freedom of speech”, etc., wh.ich the
workers enjoy under capitalism 1s per-
mitted only until or so far as it does
not threaten the existence of class society.
Marxists go on to say that freedom for
the workers means, in reality, freedom for
the proletariat as an economic entity at
the expense of the bourgeoisie. This, too,
so far as it goes, is so manifestly true as
to preclude any attempt to postulate
frecedom. Freedom, separated from a
definiion in terms of classes, is—the
Marxists conclude—an illusion.

But it does not go far enough and,
from this point forward, there must be

~ divergence. Lor here, ?mgipggi.. in the
method of stating tk  problem, lies a

.'the Communist

‘basic difference betw
Party and the AﬂarMogranﬂncs. On

the one hand, the former visualise the next
step as the era of “transition”, of the
“dictatorship of the proletariat” in which
freedom is equated to power (power of the
proletariat over its former rulers by
means of a state organ); while, on the
other hand, the latter demand the im
mediate abolition of classes altogether. In
the second case, therefore, to define free-
dom in terms of classes makes nonsense,
for classes will no longer exist. Let us
then boldly state the issue in terms of a
general definition and see where it leads.

Freedom is the right and opportunity
to do absolutely what you wish irres-
pective of the consequences; it is the
absence of constraint of any kind what-
ever, from whatever source., Attempts
to mitigate the mmpact of this definition
with such mealy-mouthed phrases as
“Freedom, but not licence”, *“Subject to
the laws of Nature”, “Compatible with
the ‘greatest good for the greatest num-
ber’,” etc., arc gross self-deception aimed
at worship of the word (freedom) for its
own sake instcad of understanding of the
concept.

Cecmplete freedom is impossible (i.e., in-
computible with the controlling forces of
nature under primitive conditions and,
having dealt with these forces, with any
sort of social living). Freedom must be
constrained so as to ensure that the free-
dom of one does not interfere with that

the INDIVIDUAL

Is There REALLY a Confliet?

This article is a reader’s contribution to the ideas stirred up by Margery Mitchell’s “Freedom

from Nature” (Freedom 19/9/49).

Although it is longer than we can usually allow space for, we

publish it in the hope that it may help others to resolve the problems arising from the apparent
conflict between society and the individual.

of the rest. In any language this implies
a limitation to freedom.

Thus stated, the problem is no longer
one of definition but is concerned with
examining in what way and to what ex-
tent complete freedom is incompatible with
social combination.

But is not this merely another way of
saying what the Marxist stated earlier?
Have I not passed over into the Com-
munist Party camp? Is not this “limita-
ton to freedom” the very essence of
Stalin’s criticisms of “‘leftists and paci-
fists”? I think that we can come to grips
with the distinction best by the following
three applications. v /

Firstly, neither the Anarchists (nor any-
one else) can deny that, in behaving In
a way which takes into account his neigh-
bours’ wishes, a man loses some part of
his freedom. But that is not to say that
he must be compelled to live within a
particular set of relations and behave
according to prescribed rules and regula-
tions. He may prefer to abandon his
relationship with one individual or type of
individual and live with another type in
accordance with another behaviour pat-
tern. The Communist Party would not
allow this; indeed, do not recognise¢ that
such a thing could happen, or that there
is any behaviour pattern possible other
than the “standard” one, departure from
which involves one of the gruesome sins
to which “leftists’’, “rightists” and so
forth are prone. :

The second fundamental cleavage 1s as
follows. Proceeding from the same point
that freedom is limited by man’s adapta-
tion to social requirements, the Com-
munist Party says to you: “Look, you
admit also that the thing which limits
the individual’'s personal freedom is his
social relations. Then why do you object
when you see just such limitations to per-
sonal freedom in the U.S.S.R. applied in
the interests of the collective? You
criticise these limitations, yet you your-
selves admit them to be the necessary
corollary of social combination.” It looks
at first sight as though I have stepped
onto dangerous ground. But examine his
remarks and you will find that our C.P.er
has played a not very subtle confidence
trick. %hercv'ér‘ you point out ons
to freedom in U.S.S.R., the gns 1S
that 1 is nccesgcry in. the interests of the
collective. He has ingeniously used your
admission that social living imples res-
trictions to personal freedom and used it
to secure agreement that social living im-
plics doing away with all personal free-
dom (except petty matters which do not
constitute a political danger). On top of
this confidence trick *is piled another,

It is with some justice alleged that the
very “‘reason” for limiting personal free-
dom in the U.S.S.R,, namely, that it
makes possible a greater degree of “social
freedom’, is betrayed. For the very next
act of the Soviet government is to curtail
social freedom also—freedom to have
available the type of education of your
choice, freedom to travel abroad, the right
to strike, etc.

Behold, then, the colossal all-star at-
traction of the beloved leaders of the
“first workers’ state’” performing genuine
sleight-of-hand. What was there for you
to see a moment ago is there no longer.
Your attention was caught at the crucal
moment, the conjurer’s patter distracted
you and you did not see it vanish. In
this way, up the sleeves went co-education,
the most original theatre in the world,
sexual enlightenment, promising develop-
ments in the realm of film. Painting,
litcrature, music are at this moment being
held aloft by the conjurers for us to see
quite clearly. “Look! The new Soviet
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art, based on socialist realism! We will
stand shoulder to shoulder in rejecting
formalistic rubbish so beloved of the
fascist masters of bourgeois culture and
their lackeys.” Having seen the trick be-
fore, we know that these things, too, will
be spirited away from under our noses.
Needless to say, this preposterous side-
show has nothing whatever to do with
necessary restrictions to freedom. Pre-
sented in this way, the fraud is obvious.

*

Thirdly, stll proceeding from the
position that social living implies limita-
tions 40 freedomg it is clear that this
limitation is nothing less tHan coercion of
the individual. Thus the question is not
whether this coercion 1s necessary or
desirable but how it is to be applied. All
the authoritarian parties, etc., demand
that a minority (government) be given the
power to coerce. Anarchists say that
there is no need for this, indeed that there
is deadly harm in it, and that people can
live together and “‘coerce” one another by
sheer weight of social conscience, and that
they will do this quite naturally without
behaving like pigs—given certain con-
ditions, mental and physical. These con-
ditions are as follow: On the mental side
the minimising of subjective conflicts
(self-hate, etc.); on the physical side the
minimising of objective conflicts (cut-
throat economics, etc.) The immediate
goal for mankind therefore reveals itself
as the negative process of abolishing con-
flict—mental and physical—with its super-
structure of special coercive implements
(the State, etc.) and the simultaneous
positive process of building up creative-
ness—mental and physical—with its
general co-opgrative instututions (syndi-
cates, ctc.) The existence of these institu-
tions limits freedom in a way analogous
to their predecessor, the state, but at a
different level; namely, at the level of
conscious popular participation. They
limit 1t because that is the price man has

to pay for developing into a social animal.

And it 1s sheer sgntimentality (and, what
i1s so ludicrous, sentimentality over a mere
word) to worry about this fact. These
new social fo can liberate us from

scratching at the soil in miserable poverty,
and raise the wheie of socierv—the insti-

tutions it contging )and thg individuals that
- i

JC1 .

TWO

1. EDUCATION FROM
THE BOTTOM UP.

In contrast to the dictum ‘education

from the neck up’, Neill once wrote
a book called Hearis not Heads in the
Now comes from the New
Education Fellowship Conference held

School.

at Cirencester in August (a full report
will appear in the October New Era)
of proposals for Education from the
bottom up.

One of the Working Parties of the
Conference studied the proposition
that ‘State systems of schooling are
incompatible with
peace’. The conclusions of this
working party were remarkable con-
sidering the diversity of members—
which included Comrade Borghi and
others from Italy and from England,
Scotland and Australia.

It was recognised that States pro-
vide educatios for their own purposes,
not primarily out of any love for
humanity, and that their aims are
almost bound to be at variance with
those of people trying to cultivate co-
operative members of a world at
peace. Through education the State
aims to fulfil its requirements for (a)
clerks to mun the ever-expanding
system of administration, and (5)
members of the armed forces who are
used for police purposes in a defeated
country like Germany or Japan, or as
strike breakers at home. (¢) Through
the schools the State is able to carry
out propaganda—for example, a half-
holiday on the marriage of a princess.

Despite many national differences
the usual pattern is the hierarchical
one of a Ministry (with its Inspectors)
—Local  Authority—Headmaster—
Teachers. It was proposed by the
Working Party that education should
be organised from the bottom up-

| wards that teachers should appoint

from themselyes persons to perform

the functions of Headmaster.sé<ocal

a—
’
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education for

!

go to make them up. And a generous-
hearted land with much to spare both in
love and in material comforts will sull
enjoy the individual who cannot find it in
his heart to give up the scratching which
may contain some personal idiosyncrasies
dear to him.

If freedom is, as the Marxists maintain,
an illusion for society as a whole and is
only applicable to a class, experience of
the U.S.S.R. has shown that freedom for
a class can also be an illusion; that 1t is
possible in fact for all the contradictions
of capitalism to be carried over lock,
stock and barrel to the dictatorship of the
proletariat; that these do not necessarnly
emerge there in a different form; that
there is still the choice of two roads in the
“transition” epoch—towards communism
and towards dictatorship—and that con-
ditions are still present for one of these
roads to be firmly closed in our faces.

On this rock Soviet Communism
founders. At the moment, however, it
shows no signs of going down with all
hands. On the contrary, the latter are
clinging to the wreckage with all the
tenacity of drowning men!

So much for the negative side, the
critique of the Soviet position. What,
now, of the positive side?

*

Thus far, we have considered social
requirements as separate from and
antagonistic to individual development.
How far is this true? To what extent,
that 1s to say, can social combination
actually contribute to individual freedom?
The simple answer i1s: To the extent that
man is naturally a social animal. But
this inevitably begs a number of important
questions, such as: “What is ‘natural’
man?”’ “What sort of society?”

Even now, under capitalism, man 1is
impelled to co-operate, to seek collective
solutions to his problems. That he some-
tumes co-operates In order to seek
aggrandisement or to boss his fellows does
not alter the fact that, at other times,
he co-operates to achieve specific ends for
his mutual benefit. Trade unions, political
parties, Orders of Buffalo’s and the like,
while corrupted because corruption is in
the very air we breathe, are often cases

of veluntary combipations aimed at the
¢xtension of personal freedom through thc}
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FREEDOM

medium of social action. We all know
that, though ostensibly to restrain un-
warranted interference on the part of, for
example, an exploiting class, they them-
selves nevertheless change into repressive
institutions. But the purpose of such
institutions was in the first place the
removal of repression; the fact that the
wrong way was chosen does not affect the
validity of the contention that the desire—
and the active desire!—was there in the
human will to join together as a socal
movement. Indeed, I would say that it is
almost a law of our epoch that those
organisations which we now see as re-
pressive and reactionary are but the latter-
day degenerate manifestations of what
were once fine progressive and lhibertarian
movements. Truly, the road to hell is
paved with good intentions!

Further, the fact that in a favourable
environment men can behave like brothers
(as in the Spanish Collectives, the Peck-
ham experiment, above all in Homer
Lane’s Liztle Commonwealthk) is un-
equivocal proof that a social instinct exists
in homo sapiens, a social instinct more-
over not dormant or atrgphied but ready
in an instant to responl to the call of
circumstance. Apgain, that the full fiower-
ing of this instinct can be manifested only
when these same men are allowed to de-
velop unfetiered does not diminish, and
perhaps reinforces, the evidence for
sociality in mankind. ,

To sum up this point: nowhere have
we objecuve evidence that man is capable
of being perfected as a socal creature (m
the sense that the ant or the bee appear
to be), but on all hands we see him
striving to perfect himself as a socal
individual. And we observe him, at the
present date, in a defective environment,
the environment of capitalism, which is
basically corrupt but which has vet
attained of necessity some degree of socal
cohesion. How much more a socal per-
son would he be in relationships relying
on co-operation for their fulfilment! It
seems to me that man is in some sense
an expression of his environment and in
another sense instinctuively ahead of his
environment in that his capaaty for
sociality i1s always greater than the degree
of objective sociality so far attained.
Consequently, the individual man enters
present-day society with one component
already potenually corrupt but with
another component striving for the exten-
sion of socality in his environment. This
second component is revealed in the will
to change his environment, to adapt it to
his socal requirements which are at the
same time in part his individual fequire-
ments as well e 3 :

(Gantigued o iU R )

CONFERENCES

and of regional administration. These
offices should be held for short
periods, no salary should be attached
to them, and at the end of their
period of office the persons should
normally revert to teaching.

It was felt that control of education
by the teachers could not be carried
out by the Trade Unions because in
SO many cases the unions merely
represent sectional interests: i.e.,
assistant teachers or head-teachers,
men Or women, in opposition to each
other.

The following attempts to dis-
sociate education from the State were
examined :

(a) In England, payment of fees for
pupils at independent schools by the
local authority—and compared with
the Danish Folk High Schools.

(b) In India, Gandhi’s

Basic

National Schools which by the sale.

of the children’s craft and agricultural
work, cover part of the cost of
schooling.

(¢) In Palestine, self-supporting
communities, the Kibbutzim, which
contain schools within them.

2. CRIMLE.

A Conference on the Scientfic
study of Juvenile Delinquency held in
London on October 15t by the leading
bodies concerned with mental health
reflected the divergence of opinion
among experts and the public at large
on the causes of crime and the best
methods of cure.

It was however urged that there is
a great need for co-ordination of work
S0 that experiments in treatment may
be planned on an adequate basis—at
present many projects have been
started on preconceived notions, and
conclusions drawn from insufficient
data. As for research, the ‘opera-
nonal group’ was the most favoured
method, This means that technical
and non-technical people work to-

gether on a-joint effort, all sharing
responsibility for the work itself and
for its findings.

Children actually convicted of
crime are like the part of an iceberg
showing above water. Much more is
going on under the surface. Statistic-
ally 1t has been found that a greater
number of children of low intelligence,
and of boys rather than girls, are
convicted. This may only show that
the more intelligent <hildren and the
girls do not get caught. Similarly, the
so-called increase in crime may only
signify the existence of more active
policemen to detect it. '

It was born out by several speakers
that the delinquent child is very often
one of several brothers and sisters who
are not delinquent. In the light of
this, Dr. Bowlby, of the Tavistock
Clinic strongly urged the importance
of parental affection, particularly of
mother’s love, in the early vears of
childhood. True as they may be, it
1s a dangerous weapon in the hands
of people who say that therefore im-
proved living conditions, better
housing, etc., are irrelevant—“they
will only keep the coal in the bath®™.

Theft and destruction are the com-
mon juvenile crimes and it was
assumed at this Conference that the
maladjusted child must be adjusted
to society as it is. When will the
psychologists and probation officers
realise that capitalism itself is a
system of theft legalised by the state?
(Note that Lord Templemore is a
magistrate on a Hampshire Bench
which on Sept. 8th convicted a boy
for stealing a half gallon un of
parafin which was the property of
Lord Templemore.) Grown-ups carry
out crimes of destruction in war, and
of governmental violence, which make
the juvenile’s imitation child’s play
indeed. '

ANTHONY WEAVER.
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October 15th, 1949

The Struggle for Civil

Rights in KFrance

WORLD citizen Garry Davis is back
in the news on the C.O. issue in
France. He has actively taken up the
case of a French conscientious objector,
Jean Moreau, who is at present serving
a prison sentence, with the object of
awakening French public opinion on the
rights of the individual to refuse military
service. Camping-out outside the Cherche
Sidi prison and demanding to be arrested
and imprisoned for as long as Jean
Moreau remains in prison he was
arrested six times but released almost
immediately. The seventh time he was
kept in prison and chargcd with being in
France without ‘“papers”, a ridiculous
charge as the French authorities had
known for over a year—since he re-
nounced his American citizenship—that
he had no papers. It appears that even
the magistrate could not take the case
too seriously for he sentenced Garry
Davis to 8 days’ imprisonment, which
meant his immediate release.

From remarks he afterwards made to
his supporters in explaining why he has
now called off the *“picketing” of the
prison, it appears that his gesture, and
the wide publicity it has received, has had
some effect and that we shall be hearing
shortly of developments regarding recog-
nition of C.0.s in France. However,
the battle is far from over, because in
countries such as France and Italy any

THROUGH
THE
PRESS

THESE CHRISTIANS

All three clergy, in a considered memor-
andum, upheld the principle of the death
penalty, and thought it was a deterrent,
Cajculated to educate and sustain the
weaker members of society.

Asked about actual executions, Mr.
Smith said:

“We are amazed at the demeanour of
these men. Nine out of ten go to their
death bravely. I am sure they have some
special Grace given them that morning.”

The chaplains considered that the
posting of notice of execution should be
retaingd as necessary publicity.

“I haye seen _some people praymg when
the notice is,_pit up,” mith.

Women, the' chaplains thought, should
be treated in the same way as men in the
matter of the death penalty.

Daily Herald, 7/10/49.

POETS' CORNER

But a word of warning. Many poets to-
day, whatever they may call themselves,
are anarchists, There is a place for such,
but there 1s not much place for the anar-
chist critic. Here I agree with Mr. Eliot
who, in 1923, stood out against Mr.
Middleton Murry’'s championship of the
Inner Voice. Anarchists should sing but
they should not speak.

—Louis MacNiece in

New Statesman, 8/10/49.

SEGREGATION IN U.S.A.

“Home of the Brave”, a moving
American film condemning racial dis-
crimination against Negroes, has created
a peculiar situatuon at the theatre at which
it 1s being shown in Salt Lake City.

Negroes have been picketing the streets
outside carrying posters reading: “Grand
picture: Lousy theatre”.

Reason for their action is that the
theatre itself operates a discrimination
policy. It segregates Negro patrons in the
cheapest seats up in the balcony.

Daily Herald, 7/10/49.

. .. AND SLAVERY IN
AFRICA

The South African Dutch have never
forgiven tHe British for abolishing slavery
in 1834; to-day, with the Malan Govern-
ment 1n power, they have discovered a
very ingenious and profitable way of re-
introducing it. The idea, brilliant in its
simplicity, 1s t0 maintain private gaols
which employers can always keep full and
from which they can draw convict labour
as they wish., On September 2 . the
Minister of Justice of the Orange Free
State, Mr. Swart, opened on of these
gaols at Leshe. It was built by the
Leslie Farmers’ Association Labour Sup-
ply Company, which has fifty sharcholders
with shares worth £40 each, Its private
gaol will house three hundred Negroes;
it is the fifth of its kind in the Bethal
district, which means, as Mr. Swart
pointed out, that more than a thousand
farm-Jabourer convicts will be con-
yeniently available for the employers. He
denounced critics of this system as
“malicious, ill-informed and mischievous”’,
The system seems quite perfect and the
slavery absolute, There can never be a
shortage of recruits since there are always
natives who have not paid their annual
poll tax (£1 for each adult male) or who,
having paid, have lost the receipt or who
have entered a railway carriage marked
"Europeans Only”, gone into the railway
station by the wrong entrance or com-
mitted some similar crime.

New Statesman, 8/10/49.

legislation will result in many tens of
thousands of young men refusing military
service and the Governments know this
and fear it.

We have so often heard French anti-
militarists point out that it is quite hope-
less to try to do anything about com-
pulsory military service in their country,
just as others maintain that it i1s 1m-
possible to do anything about curbing the
French police who are notorious for their
unchecked brutality. And along comes a

i FOREIGN COMMENTARY '

determined young man, who 1s not even
a Frenchman, and succeeds in giving more
publicity to the rights of the individual
to refuse to take part in the military
machine of the State, than all the anti-
militarist pessimists all put together. Will
our French and Italian friends take a leaf
out of Garry Davis’s book and see what
they can do on both issues referred to
above? They are issues which interest
individuals rather than political organisa-
tions and In our opinion are issues on
which anarchist individuals can and
should work with others who, though they
may not necessarily hold similar political
views, are genuinely concerned with the
question of civil liberties. Many of us
found this possible with Freedom
Defence Commnuttee, without in any way
compromising our political independence.

ANTI-MILITARIST
ACTIVITY IN ITALY

IT would be wrong if by the foregoing

we 1mplied that our comrades in
France and Italy were not active in these
fields. recently referred, in thxs

column, to the courageous stand of our
Paris contemporary Le Libertaire in
exposing the brutality of the French
police and this week the French Anarchxst
Federation have held a mass meeting in
support of Jean Moreau, with Garry Davis
and André Breton being among the many
speakers. And our Italian comrades have
bccn holding well-organised anti-militarist
campaigns over wide areas of Northern
Italy. In one region over 30 meetings were
held during one week-end. An Italian cor-
respondent of Peace News writing recently
in that journal on the Pcace movement in
Italy pointed out that “it is hard ground
that has to be tilled. Twenty years of
Fascism has almost destroyed what little
anti-military tradition existed in religion
and politics. Before World War I there
were a number of people who did not
support compulsory military service, in-
fluenced especially by Tolstoys teaching
which was then very popular in Italy.”

And he adds: “The Federazione Anar-
chica Italiana (Italian Anarchist Federa-
tion) perseveres I1n 1(s VIgorous anti-
militarist and anti-war propaganda, ac-
cording to its anti-state principles and
methods. In 1947, the Italian Anarchists
published an ably drawn up ‘Manifesto’:
‘Contro il Militarismo ¢ Contro la
Guerra’ (Against Militarism and War).”

With regard to the attitude of the
Church to Conscientious Objection,
Signor Marcucca points out that she has
never condemned compulsory service, nor
pronounced® authoritatively on cons-
cientious objecuon. Her official doctrine
1s still that of the “‘just war”. And in
spite of the Pope’s pronouncements on
imcrnational peace, etc., they have never
forbidden “the blessing of armies and
weapons’.

J ustice in Budapest

HERE is no doubt about it that in the

Communist dominated countries poli-
tical prisoners are condemned before they
are tried. For not only are the Courts
composed of faithful followers of the
regime, but the defending lawyers also
carry out their task with obvious distaste
and lack of professional dignity. In the
trial of the former Communist leader
Rajk and others, the defence lawyers
at one stage of the tnal and
with only one exception, rose to their
feet and informed the judges that the
men they had been assigned to defend
were as guilty of sedition and espionage
as eight men could possibly be., " Rajk’s
lawyer opened his speech to the Court
with these words: “I am in a very diffi-
cult position. The sins of this man are
so heavy. They are not everyday crimes.
Why should his defence be an everyday
defence?”

General Palffy’s lawyer was even more
helpful to his client with the remark: *“I
must defend this man, but I must defend
him in spite of the loathing I feel.” He
then proceeded to a long disquisition of
the law which provides that a criminal
must be defended even if he is as vile
and as guilty as the men now in the dock
are alleged to be.

But, because we refer to the Budapest
trials to expose Communist ideas of justice
we do not wish it to be implied that the
democracies are the repositories of justice.
We cannot forget the trial of Sacco and
Vanzetti, the imprisonments without trial
in India (under British rule as well as
to-day under that democrat Nechru), in
Africa, in Dutch East Indies and in the
French colonies. And in Italy under
Christian Democracy pcople are held in
gaol for long periods without even a
charge being proferred as was the case,

To Be or

IT appears that the Paris authorities are

having second thoughts about the
drastic action of Mdme. Marthe Richard
three years ago when all Paris brothels
were closed. In the caty’s Municipal
Bulletin appears a statement by Councillor
Pierre Benoist calling on the Prefect of
the Seine to take the first step in bringing
the quesuon. of re-opening of houses of
prostitution in Paris before the council.
He also tactfully suggests that an ex-
ceptional procedure be adopted on this
occasion to enable the councillors to
register their names secretly.

M. Benoist deplored the fact that no

member of the council had the courage
to express his views on this subject,
although it was generally felt that the

closing of the houses three vears ago was
a mistake. He cited prudishness and fear
of causing trouble for political parties as
obstacles to public discussion of a question
which, he said, demands reconsideration
In an interview, M. Benoist recalled the
lurgc increase of sex crimes and aberra-
tions, which, he said, had resulted from
the closing of the houses., He also pleaded
for their re-opening on the ground that
they provided the means of existence for
*a horde of disreputable characters who

had now turned 10 robbery and murder.”

What a commentary on our society!
Perhaps M. Benoist, who writes as a
realist, might also champion the cause of
birth control in France [birth control
clinics are illegal in France] and legalised

abortions (there are over 100.000

for example, of our comrade Fancillo and
some sixty other workers in  Sardinia.
And if we were an unfortunate American
negro suspected of raping a white girl
who knows whether we should be stll
alive to appear in Court?

NOT A CHOICE OF
LESSER EVIL

)
FOR Anarchists it i8 not a question of

choosing between' Gapitalist democracy
and Stalinism., thme publish material
attacking the Russian Aystem it is because
we wish to destroy th= myth that Russia
1s the workers’ paradi§e, and land where
civil liberties are respécted, and the
alternative to Capitalism. We refuse,
however to fall into the trap of accepting
the lesser-evil which democratic capitalism
probably represents in. the world to-day.
It was heartening therefore to see a
United Press report from Ankara
(25/9/49) of a Soviet airman who suc-
ceeded 1n escaping from Russia by flying
his training plane to the Black Sea town
of Sinop and asked for protection as a
political refugee. When asked whether he
wanted to go to the United States “he
quickly said ‘No’.” The terror in Russia
was becoming ‘“‘unbearable” but he never-
theless had no illusions about America,
which he blamed for the “coming war”
and which he thought was a *“bad
country where the people are exploited
by Wall Street.”

He stated that an underground move-
ment exists in Russia and sometimes
manages to pass around a few handbills,
but he said the movement is not well
organised.

His conclusion was that, “If the people
could leave freely, Russia would emputy
herself.”

Not to Be

abortions every year in France). Or does
he support this legislation on the grounds
that /a patrie needs more sons—for the
next war?

LIBERTARIAN.

SURELY THE PARTY
HAS A LINE?

"TOMMUNIST

Inter-
.\plll

delegates to the
national Miners’ Congress here
to-day over “God Save the King”,
Mr. Arthur Horner, Communist Secre-
tary of the Nauonal Union of Mine-
workers, stood to atwention, as did the
majority of his British colleagues when the
band struck up the British National
Anthem
I he Scotush Communist miners’ dele-
gation, however, of which Mr. Abe
Moflat i1s the head, stood for the national
anthems of half a dozen other countries
but not their own.

When the three-man band plaved
“God Save the King” 1w start off the
congress Mr. Moffar and three other

Scotuish delegates ostentatiously
scated.

When the band then moved to the
Marseillaise and the mational anthems of
half-2-dozen other European countries
they rose 1o attention.

This incident has created s
of unfavourable

(CHNINcd
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The NewGerman
Reaction

(Continued from our last issue)

HIS course has created a new Ger-

man reaction, quicker and more
formidable than in 1918.

(1) In the people. Disillusionment
with the orginal anti-fascist and anti-
militarist hopes.

(2) The cadres of Nazism and the
militarist recactionarics, who were scared
for their lives in 1945 in case the
people should liguidate them for their
responsibilities, were preserved and be-
come daily more insolent, ’

We consider first the development of
general public opinion.

One can hardly wonder at the fact
that the four-sided nationalist dictator-
ship of the occupation powers has called
forth a terrible disillusion in the Ger-
man people. One must not forget that
this vyokec is laid on them in the name
of democracy and socialism.

The 1918-1933 situation has been
newly-created since 1945 but there are
many other factors: compromise of
democracy as an encemy of the people
and a system of exploitation; compro-
mise of the political parties as warders
and collaborators; a new artificially-
created unemployment. Add to it the
ruins, the millions of vanished PoW's,
the millions of refugees from the East;
the absolute ignorance about the future.

There is a greater difference with
1918-33. In 1918 there was a general
revolutionary wave. The people had

thrown out the Kaiser. At half tude
this wave was halted. But social revolu-
tionary i1deas were prevalent and the
libertarian movement influenced hun-
dreds of thousands.

In 1944-45 every revolutionary at-
tempt, e¢ven the palace revolution
against the Fuhrer, was suffocated in
advance. The success of this palace-
conspiracy would have offered an op-
portunity of ending Hitler absolutism
and have openced an era of mass move-
ments. Revolutionary movements have,
after all, frequently stemmed from such
palace-conspiracies.

However, not only did German and
international capital (plus Stalin) not
offer any support to the palace-
cgaspiracy of 1944, but on the con-
(::'y thcy did e g in their power

For they knew that this
an opening for a mass

to ruin it.
could be
revolution,®

The collapse of the July palace-
revolution of 1944 meant that Hitlerite
absolutism could assert itself from
within and met its defeat from outside
military causes alone. In spite of the
broad popular sweep against the Hitler
regime the German people did not
manage to recmove it by their own
cHiorts.

The military defeat of 1945 afforded
a sccond opportunity to unlcash an
anti-fascist mass-movement. This second
possibility was trampled down by the
Allics. The occupation created a new
absolutism that represented the con-
tinuation of the old and the preparation
of a future fascism. It brought to life
once more the nationalism dead since
1943-45. It established a regime worse
in many respects than the Hitler regime
and onc¢ that aroused nostalgia amongst
many for the 1933-39 period.

The absolute dictatorship of the
victorious powers took the trouble to
crush cvery forward movement against
the occupation powers and wherever
possible opened the road back to
Nazism., That is quite understandable
when one realises that the same powers
were 1 1918 the godfathers and accom-
plices of German  Nationalism and
Fascism.

German nationalism is most marked
to-day in the refugee masses who have
lost most, These predominantly peasant
and  working-class familics from the
Fastern and border zones have been
dumped in barracks and ruins. They
represent suci:lll_\ 0 form of sub-
proletarmat.  Naturally, they radically
oppose present-day socicty and should,
if an anarchist propaganda had been
presented to them, have strongly taken
to it.  As 1t is, however, they encounter
only nationalist propaganda, which has
Not only the Right

partics propagate
rcturn  of
Just these
s 0 spur to
German chauvinism and imperialism.

~ turally, the
hears in the strecet.,
(r-|il\\. i\ not

0 clrtain success.
but also the Left
nationnlism and advocate =
the liastern districts.
nationalist victims remain

general! voice that one
the markets and the
so violent as that of the
who have lost evervthing, It

mixture of nationalist out-
against dismantling and the
generol misbehaviour of the occupation

reingoees
s rather

‘H‘l'!';ll -

* W recall the word ol the Soviet General
Wiassof, who deserted to the Germans. in his
dian l‘ dittons Umivers, Parns. 1947 in which
‘u‘ CxXpres sl \\||H'\| that Stalu “Wias .m\-:mc\l
of the preparation of the 20th July putsch and
lowed the Gestapo to be informed of it.
gL\H“ o 1 not \\i\h \.\.l .\l‘\«"\l!l\‘.'\ o be ONCI-

thrown by a socinl Wlassof was

upheaval,

and at the same time antis

powers,
militarist assertions. However, the

open and secret nationalist propagand-
ists hope to swing public opinion more
and more towards nationalism.

The State apparatus is under Allied
icadership, and again places have been
found for proven Nazis.

The real German reaction 1s seen in
three forms:

. 7L< mulytary faction represcnted
by thc generals who coanspired against
Hitler and have to-day spread the
legend that the war was lost by the
military incapacity of the Fﬁhrer. This
new dnacr-m-l.hc -bac
cipally detailed in a p
former Chief of the

kiosks, “Hitler as Field-Marshal
generals advocate the reorganisatio
the Wehrmacht “without poltiies™, i
without national-socialist hegemony.
They want to burnish up the glory and
prestige of the German State, and to
purge the Army and judiciary of com-
promisc¢ with the Nazis, and thus teo
preserve them.

(2) The Nazis. There is no illegal,
central or regional organisation. In
Austria there has developed an ilicgal
and legal Nazi movement once again.
In Germany there is in particular the
“Comrades” Circles”™, which carry out
whispering campaigns. According to
them Hitler was infallible, Goebbels was
right, and the generals lost the war by
their attentat. These voices also occur
in the Press.

Major Remer, who on the orders of
Hitler massacred the participants in the
July putsch, is not only free but took
part recently in the formation of a new
nationalist party. It is significant that
on this occasion he held out the hand
of friendship to the generals and pro-
posed a new national-reactionary bloc.
The generals refused. *“Not with

Remer.”

(3) The Catholic Church. Its in-
fluence i1s strong. Since the fall of the
Nazi Statc, its jealous rival, it
gained in influence
Bavaria it insparcs 1
ary parties.
many it is
leading =i IR |
diverse collection of Catholic anti-
fascists and outspoken fascists.

The anti-fascist parties are just as
nationalistic as the so-called Right. Thc
S.P.D. even has a special ambition to
be the most nationalist party. In this
respeet  they copy the N.S.D.A.P.
(Nazis) and are only beaten by the
K.P.D. and S.E.D. financed by Moscow.
*All the anti-fascist partics ﬁgln for the
crown of German nationalism in order
to escape from the smell of collaboration
with the occnpvmg powers Once the

occupation regime goes, as it will sooner
or later, the seed they have sown will
bear fruit. The anti-fascist parties will
then find themselves playing a Lmited
role because of their present dependence
on the occupying powers.

(To be concluded.)
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REPARATIONS for

International Anarchist Con-
gress, which have been going on
for more than a vear are now in
their final phase. It is now cer-
tain that the Congress will take
place with the participation of
many comrades coming not only
from Europe, but from the For
;oqst and Amerif:f Everywhere,
syy ~2 anarchist £roups are strug-
ndods-uihinkiag, and working,

‘geig vl e ‘liberal’ atmos-

GIRRESS

s October |1bth

EAST LONDON

write o

M Lq PMASy.  Western demo-
munist Parp. semi-clandestinity

notions

America, or in the difh-

bo%onditions which face our

Smrades in Spain,
Bulgaria, Germany or

Portugal,
Korea,

everywhere groups are discussiqg
the agenda, deciding on their
attitude, or collecting the funds

for sending a delegate. )
countries, as in South America,

the initiative of the Congress has

awakened a real enthusiasm in
libertarian circles for the idea of

the big and fraternal gathering
which is to take place, and which
could mark the beginning of a
new phase in the international

libertarian struggle.

“It is a pity that the people of
England, being born as free as any
people in the world, should be of
such supple humour and inclina-
tion, to be under the ignoble
pressures of an arbitrary tyranny,
and so unapt to learn what true

freedom is.”

—MARCHMONT NEEDHAM
(1656)

UNICN OF ANARGHIST GROUPS:
CENTRAL LONDON

OPEN AIR meetings are held in
Hyde Park every Sunday.

Speakers, support for
the platform and literature sellers will be
equally welcome.

INDOOR Lecture-Discussions
Sunday at 7.30 p.m. at the

Trade Union Club, Great Newport St.,
W.C.2 (near Leicester Square Station).

PLEASE NOTE the CHANGE OF ADDRESS

every

Norman Haire
"Sexual Behaviour and Society"

October 23ra Geoffrey Thorpe
"The Meaning of Freedom in Education”
October 30th
"Bralns Trust on Anarchism"
November éth Mat Kavanagh
"History of Anarchist |dea”
November |3th Philip Sansom
“"Anarcho-Syndicalism"

November 20th F. A. Risil.ox
"The Papacy in the Present European Crisis

GLASGOW ANARCHIST GROUP

INDOOR MEETINGS every Sunday at
4 p.m, at the

CENTRAL HALLS, 25 BATH STREET,
GLASGOW.

Frank Leech, John Gaffney, Eddie Shaw.

MERSEYSIDE ANARCHIST GROUP

Enquiries: Ring Royal 4699

GODWIN SOCIETY

For particulars write to:

ALAN SMITH,
{2 Shawville Gardens, llford, Essex.

HAMPSTEAD

Please note that the weekly discussion
meetings are being temporarily dis-
continued.

Will readers interested in the formation
of an East London Anarchist Group, please
the Provisional Secretary, c/o
Freedom Press?

-

In some

Never, in fact, have circum-
stances been more favourable for
a genuine libertarian renaissance.
Even the excesses of totalitarian-
ism have worked for us in de-
monstrating to the oppressed,
not by theory, but by bitter
experience, that the false ‘solu-
tions’ of liberalism and social-
aemocracy lead nowhere. The
tidal wave of Bolshevism itself,
which swept away the voice of
the proletariat, has begun to ebb,

while the islands of libertarian

resistance are re-appearing.

The time has come to build
strong bridges between these
islands, to share our experiences,
to put into a common pool
the wealth of practical and
theoretical knowledge accumu-
lated in the hard struggles of
the past decades. That i1s the
purpose of the forthcoming Con-
gress. A commission is being
set up, of comrades speaking
French, Spanish, Italian and
Esperanto, which in addition to
the C.R.ILA., will deal with the
many technical problems which
arise on the eve of such an
important conference. It will
have, among other things, the
task of translating the documents
sent in by the various organisa-
tions in French, English, Spanish,
Italian, German and Esperanto.
The financial means at the dis-
posal of the commission are very
small, so we must ask the groups
and individual comrades to send
what they can as a subscription
for this purpose.

Circulated for the Commission
by C.R.IA.

UNION Og ANARCHAST
GROUPS -

Subsecriptions should be sent to;:—

BRITAIN: International Correspond-
ence Burgau, ¢/o 27 Red Lion Street,

London W.C.1.

ABROAD: Joulin C.C.P., 145 Quai de¢
Valmy, Paris 10me,

It should be specified that the money
i1s for the Congress.

Groups and sympathiscrs are reminded
that monecy i1s also urgently necded for
paying the fare of the U.A.G. delegate
to the Congress, proposed at the recent
Anarchist Summer School at Liverpool.
Contributions should be sent to Inter-
national Correspondence Bureau, c¢/o
Freedom Press.

A BALANCED

(Continued from page 1)

There can therefore be little surprise
ot the purge in Czechoslovakia where
signs of unrest at the economic depreda-
tions of the Russian government have
been visible for many months. And it
would be idle to deny that a break away
by Czechoslovakin on the Jugoslav
model would be very welcome. But it
1s ncedful ' to excreise great care, for
it 1s not difficult to let such feelings land
us in quite untenable positions.

WHITEWASHING TITO

More and more public men in this
country arc urging that Tito should
reccive full support from the western
nations beeause of the effect of his suc-
cessful defection on other Iron Curtain
countries . . . and becanuse of the useful-

ness of such a break in Russian im-
perialism in the cold war., Tito is built
up as “‘the only man who has stood

up to the Kremlin', and is gradually
being represented as  an agrecable
figure. Now it is absolutely nccessary
to remember that the Jugoslay regime is
founded on the most brutal repression
and bloodshed; some of the details of
the Partisans’ struggle for power rival
the Nazis in crucelty and brutality,
Hatred of Russion totalitarianism must
not permit one to condone regimes
whom the accidents of power politics
place among Russia's adversaries,

The situation ominously recalls the
pre=swar  period. The clerieal fascist
dictator of Austrin, Dollfus, who had
turned oarmed  reaction  against the
Austrinn workers only a few vears be-
fore, and was built up ns a martyr when
he was assassinated by the Nazis. And
later on the anti-fascist propaganda was
taken over en bloe by the National
Government to further a war which had
absolutely nothing to do with idcology.
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GLASGOW WORKERS
AND “SEX ETC.”

DeArR COMRADES,

“Are workers interested in Sex, Art
and Education” has often been discussed
in the columns of Freedom with the cham-
pions of the proletariat hollering their
disapproval from the back benches. It is
not intended that further futile comments
be added to the subject, but as a good
living example of what really interests
some workers, a few words should be said
about the Glasgow Anarchist Group,
and some of the effects of 1ts constant
contact with workers from a variety of
industrial activities.

With four popular speakers, the Sunday
night meetings of the Glasgow Group are
as well attended as the “dugs’, and
although it has been suggested that many
go for a free night's entertainment (which
they never fail to get) to be one of the
crowd -and listen to the high level of the
questions and the expert handling of them,
makes one realise what workers are really
interested in.

There is a variety of subjects discussed
from week to week. Religion stirs a lot
of interest but rarely opposition. In fact,
there seems to be general agreement that
the division of workers by religion, 1s a
threat to their solidarity. There is also
a real interest in workers’ control, and the
production and distribution of goods i1n an
anarchist society is a closely questoned
subject. Contrary to what the anti-sex
boys tell us, these workers at any rate are
interested in sex, which 1s discussed with
tolerance and intelligence, as 1s also, per-
haps surprisingly for Glasgow with its
almost entire male audience, the position
of women in society. Indeed all subjects
which have any connection with human
existence are brought up at these meetings.

If this, then, is an example of some
workers, can it not be so of others? Is
this supposed lack of interest on the part
of workers in anything outside industry
created by those people who would divide

WILL YOU SACRIFICE
NOW—OR LATER?

MR. JACK JONES, Parliamentary
Secretary to the Ministry of Supply,

has distinguished himself recently by be-

ing the first to d¢mand longer hours of
work by productive'workers as one of the
solutions to our &onomic troubles,

Mr. Jones was meported as demanding
the abandonment %% the- five-day week,
and was hailed by %} certain section of the
press as being. “courageous” and
“realistic”’ for brofiching an unpopular
subject. Perhaps it was being told that
he was courageous that gave him cold
feet, for the next day he retracted—in
part, at least—saying +hat what he meant
Wwas not the abandonment of the five-day
Wweéek, but the working of overtime, and
extended overtime, if necessary.

That, of course, is a different matter,
but with P.AY.E. the way it is, few
workers find overtime a very interesting
proposition. What is more interesting is
the peculiar logic with which Mr. Jones
approached the subject. Speaking to
engineering workers in Leeds, he said:
“Better make the sacrifice now than to be
left with nothing to sacrifice”!

The propaganda of the Left became the
war cries of the Right,

IDEOLOGY FOR
MILITARISM

It is, in fact, becoming obvious that
the repressive nature of the Russian re-
gime is not being exposed in order to
assist the Russian people’s revolutionary
struggle against their rulers, but in
order to provide an ideological cover for
the next war. Clearly no one who holds
internationalist sentiments can compla-
cently act as a stooge for warmongers.
But it is important to avoid the error
of the pacifists, Sceing the last war
coming, they sought to show that there
was “‘no difference”™ between the Nazis
and their opponents, and there are some
even now  who triumphantly produce
every scrap of American intolerance as
evidence that totalitarianism is just as
advanced in the U.S.A. as in the
U.S.S.R. Such simplifications get us
nowhere, arc not beliecved, and so

damage the real interests of inters
nationalism.,

A BALANCED ATTITUDE

The first thing that is required is
that we should keep our heads, and not
allow ourselves to be used for war pro-
paganda. The anarchist movement de-
nounced the repressions of the Russian
government while Lenin

was actively
dirccting affairs, and our attitude re-
maoamed  the same  throughout the

thirtics when many left-wing groupings
were flirting with the Communists, and
through the various turns of the Russian
cont during the war. It should be casy
cnough to remiain level-headed: vet our
mosvement enn provide examples of con-
fusion and dercliction of internationalist
principles which

should

Keep us from

-

—

Printed by

FREEDOM

‘o the Editors

workers and intellectuals, and have us be-
lieve that sex is a parlour game exclusively
played by intellectuals and educaton is
for the indulgence of the rich? This, to
quote a contemporary anarchist, is a lot
of baloney.

Manual and intellectual workers have
generally the same basic desires and needs
which some of the defenders of workers’
rights would do well to study. R.M.

WHERE ARE THE
INSPIRED OF TO-DAY”?

DEAR COMRADES,

I have recently been reading much bio-
graphy and autobiography of the early
Revolutionaries and have been much im-
pressed by the wonderful enthusiasm for
and reality of Anarchism that these great
people had, and am much concerned for
our modern attitude to this way of life.

To these people—Bakunin, Kropotkin,
Berkman, Emma Goldman, and the host
of other wonderful men and women,
Anarchism was a real way of life, a way
for all men—ordered, organised and living
not an impossible dream for the future
when all men are perfect, but a possibility
for the now—how have we lost the way—
why has it not grown as Marxist Com-
munism—why are the Anarchists iIn
England so few and far between? Why
bas it become no more real than an
intellectual exercise? Or am I wrong?
Do 1 misjudge my generation? Who
have we to follow on when Mat
Kavanagh and Lilian Wolfe have gone?
Have we become so concerned for our
own individual freedom that we have for-
gotten that this is a way of life for all—
especially the common people?

Could you please publish this as I
should like to know other peoples’
opinions (especially of my own generation)
on these points? Josg Harram.

SOCIAL CREDIT
DISCREDITED

DeaR COMRADES,

In so far as I understand the idea,
Social Credit is but a palliative to prolong
charity and so does not concern the aims
of an anarchist.

For you have three classes to cater for:
the upper class, the middle class and the
lower class. The idea we are looking for-
ward to be worth working for will scrap
or make the present class system un-
necessary.

The upper class and the State, hold
4 certamn amount of reserved capital (ex-
change for the means of life). They also
own the machinery for making essential
commodities. They are mass-producers
for profit, never for use.

The incomes of the members of the
classes vary from say, roughly £100 a
week for the first class, £15 for the
second,, and from £5 a week downwards
for the lowest class. To remedy this state
of things, I believe Social Credit suggests
takKing enough money from reserved
capital to pay all in each class £5 per
month.

This will enable the starving ones to
starve a little more slowly, for although
more goods may be made and sold they
but aid the richer ones to make more pro-
fit and continue strengthening a rotten

system which must and always does end
IN War.

INTERNATIONALISM

complacency.

What is more important is to provide
a policy which contains the struggle
against totalitarian reaction on the red
fascist model, and also against the
nationalist linc-ups which only further
the rush into a new war. Such a policy
demands the same internationalism
which we referred to in the beginning
of this article. OQOur policy must basc
itself on the recognition that all men
are members of a world community, and
that our loyalty is to the people over
whom governments, whether “‘demo-
cratic’”” or Communist, rule. Their in-
terests are not served by supporting
scoundrels like Tito merely because he
1s not on good terms with Moscow. The
peoples of the world can serve each
others’ interests best by ceascless strug-
gle against their rulers so that they can
secure control of their own lives in
their own: hands. Moscow mav be
frightened of the successful defiance of
the Moscow-trained Communist, Tito:
but it is much more frightened of the
successful revolutionary uprising of the
Jugoslav people against the dictatorship
of a nationalistic Communist party or
of one owing fealty to Russia.

The destruction of the old pattern of
rulers and ruled, and the establishment
of individual freedom with its corollary
u.f mutual support among the popula-
tions of the world, provides not only
the seéverest threat to tyranny c¢very-
where, but holds out the solution to the
threat of vet another war.
to press for such a
hnth lc\'cl-hcmluhwss
analvsis of events

Continually
solution requires
and  perpetual
and our reaction to
them, and also an imaginative grasp of
Iifte and its purpose able to
transcend the fraomework of
contemporary pohtical events.
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Social Credit seems to ignore the fact
that goods manufactured under the profit
system have also mgnufacturgd the
poverty that goes with it and will con-
tinue to do so. . y

This system worked (o Its miserable
conclusion finally leaves no more avenues
for plundering. Soon a bureaucratic stai<
of the first classes would arise unless
workers take their business and fate into
their own hands and control their work-
shops for the use and benefit of all.

No grading of incomes for us! Pro-
duction and equality of distribution accard-
ing to necessity; welfare for all, no
power policies with their degrading power-
money. :

No more dividing and conquering noble
humanity with tainted lucre. Unless we
dig deeper at the root of matters than
giving a charity dole of £5 per month we
cannot cure or end this constant state oI
war and preparation for the final blast

People who manufacture disease cannot

cure disease—they prolong it.

Crara CoLE.

ﬁ

THE SOCIAL
IMPLICATIONS
OF FREEDOCM

(Continued from page 2) :

Thus viewed, we see that 1quv1duahty
and sociality are not necessanly at war
with one another but are (WO EXpPressions
of an identical impulse. They appear o
be at war only where, as at present, the
social environment 1s a repressive one,
aiming at the individual's domnation.
Where society is non-repressive (libertar-
1an) the conflict between individualgty and
sociality disappears and, with 1t the
source of corruption. |

In my view, this argument disposes of
two illusions. One is the belief that man
is completely at the mercy of his en-
vironment to be dragooned and buficted
to and fro by the forces of economic
determinism; the illusion that he must
hayve only duties but no rights. The
other is the assumption that he 1Is
separate from his environment, a my§ncal
“I"" to be worshipped for his intransigent
individual demands from socety; the. op-
posite illusion that he can have nghts
without obligauons.

So, in the end, we must com= back full
circle to our earlier conclusions.

The way forward is the aboliton of
conflict, the identity of individual aspira-
tons and socal organisatin. But we are
now one stage further f , for we
now see that this is not to be done byv
passively adapting human behaviour to the
environment (that way leaves the eternal
dilemma intact, for it solves none of the
problems here discussed), but by con-
stantly @dapting the environment to the
needs of the izdivicdus!l., This process is
never final, never completed. For man 1s
himself perperually acquiring fresh poten-
tialities for social behaviour.

It is for man to choose between the
pessimism of the reactionary who man-
tains that man has tried to run before he
can walk and thinks that salvation hes 1n
turning back the clock and reverting to
the hand-loom (and the typhus epidemuc,
as Alex Comfort has so rightly pointed
out) and the optimism which sees 1n this
process of adaptation, man's faltening first
steps to reconcile modern production wath
personal liberty &y and through socgtg
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