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Why is Abortion a Racket?
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e All the King's Men

WHEN Roy Cohn, Senator Mc-
Carthy's ex-lieutenant, was
asked about choosing speakers for a
televmon programme he was arrang-
. he stated, ‘Any author is out.’
lt was clear that he was echoing a
prevailing fear among large groups
of suspicion-fed American sitizens.
Not only were authors “out’ but, by
implication, any group of question-
ing  intellectuals, ‘“eggheads’, and
arusts.

The intmidation and silencing of
such independent groups, however,
has not been an isolated phenome-
non. It has been accompanied by
an enormous growth in the extent
and popularity of various kinds of
‘mass’ entertainment and propa-
canda—almost as if a nagging con-
science were being slowly throttled
as baser instincts asserted them-
selves. With the coming of tele-
vision, and its intrusion into almost
every home in America, this growth
has received a tremendous impetus.
Now. with the kind of films which
are peculiar to America, with the
popularity of the ‘modern’ comic,
often the only reading matter of
adults, with sixty-six copies of mur-
der mysteries sold in a year, the ad-
dition of over twenty million TV
sets at once gives more meaning
than ever to a study of the pleasures
of modern society.

A recent study of such pleasures
1s by Geofirey ‘Wagner.* He has
divided his book—Parade of Plea-
sure—into four sections. Not, as
one might imagine, love, beauty,
Jeisure, the arts, but Movies, Comics,
Pin-ups and T.V. It is not a pro-
found book and one suspects that
the author shows more relish for his
sensational material than for the
deeper aspects and implications of

_ ‘ﬁmlde of Pleasure by Geoffrey Wagner
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BOOK REVIEW

As a survey contaming
valuable statistics and evidence,
however, it achieves a cumulative
effect so great that one is left with
a Kind of despairing resignation.
Can this be taking place to-day? Is
this the society which, after what 1t
considers 1ts unparalleled achieve-
ments, has named our tume lhe
Amernican Century? Where can 1t
lead? These and other questions are
never far from the reader’s thoughts.

Crime, violence and sex, are gene-
rally recognised as the major themes
of contemporary American enter-
tainment, whether it be comics for
the seven-year-old or bedtime read-
ing for those in their seventies, and
the exploitation of these, no matter
the extreme, no longer surprises us.
Recent dc\clopmem\ however, sug-
gest a far wider and more sinister
use of such themes, not unconnected
with pohutcal events, the cold war
and the cult of McCarthyism. Start-
ing with the assumption that Ameri-
ca 18 now fighting World War Three,
violence and sadism in the name of
patriotism can be practiced to any
extreme and in any situation.

Much of Parade of Pleasure 1s
devated to a detailed survey of the
way literature, the cinema and TV,
are manipulating these themes for
political and social reasons as well
as for the usual and remorseless
motive of financial gain. The beau-
tiful voung female, ttied hand and
toot, can be flogged and branded
tfor her part as a Red spy. Commies
can suffer death and torture by every
imaginable device. Supermen heroes
can destroy whole armies of ‘red
lice’, ‘police tactice™—"blocking kick
to the testicles”—and the practice of
strip and whip, can all be shown to
be justified in the battle to save
democracy. To object to such mani-
festations in literature, on TV and

the subject.

ema screens, brings an automatic
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as the destroyer of thc Amcncan
way of life, is thc scheming intellec-
tual, and this type 1S now as recog-
nisable a figure of evil as men with
long noses, beards, or dark crinkley
hair.

When all these things are consid-
ered, it i1s not surprising that Geof-
frey Wagner can find an endless
supply of facts and illustrations to
supplement his study. A recent
survey of Hollywood films, for ex-
ample, showed an average of 7.8
acts of wviolence per film, murders
2.45 per film, one film in four to be
a Western. Other surveys have
shown 419, of all males between the
ages of eighteen and thirty to be
comic book readers, 100 million of
such comics being sold monthly.
We are toid, too, that a special cate-
gory to imply light reading has now
been created—that of comic-comics.
Then there i1s the pin-up craze and
its particular literature with such
utdes as Eye, Eyeful, Keyhole,
Titter and Foo, and establishments
selling to readers such souvenirs as
the soiled lingeries of pin-up models.
The man suffering from the frustra-
tions of the tormented and anxiety-
filled existence of modern America
can seek relief in the hiring of movie
films advertised as follows:

‘8 poses in chained Chastity Belt
and Shackles, 2 rope Bondage, 2
Wooden Stocks poses, 3 arms spred-
eagled bondage poses, 3 Strait-jacket
spanking poses, 8 Spanking poses
and 18 High Heel Lingeries poses
(4 while holding whip in hand).’

TV has not been left behind in the
rush to satisfy the artificially crea-
ted ‘yearnings’ of its audience. On
New York screens during a particu-
lar week of 1952, 2,970 acts or
threats of violence were shown.
From another station, after ten
every night, only wrestling was
shown.

Despite the equanimity with which
violence, future wars and the ‘sex
angle’, is accepted, the citizens of
the United States cannot, however,

be exposed to the corruption of such
films as “The Bicycle Thief” (small

boy relieving himself), “La Ronde”
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DEGRADATION BY CONSENT

(love treated in a adult way), or
“The Miracle” (sacriligious). The
city authorities of San Antonio dis-
couraged the sale of Einstein’s
works, those in Cleveland banned
for display certain Renoir nudes.
The passports of Charlie Chaplin,
Paul Robeson . . . “Captam’s Para-
dise” needing an explanatory note.
Of the reasons for such a state of
affairs, we are all familiar. The pat-
tern of city life, the frustrations of
a capitalist society, the debasing in-
juctions of politics and the cold war,
the inevitable direction of such a
society towards two distunct ends
authority and the enslaved . . . It
IS too obvious to require further

elaboration. Yet Mr. Wagner con-
cludes his survey by saying: ‘It

seems to me almost undeniable that
America 1S the greatest country in
the world. Consequently her citi-
zens are understandably proud of
their status.’

One cannot do better than answer
this statement with an earlier quota-
tion from the book. ‘Dr. Kracauer
(in From Calicari to Hitler) saw the
increase of violence in the German
cinema of the thirties as symptom-
atic of a people lacking in both
serenity and self-confidence. Yet
even 1n some of the poorer of these
German films . . . there was scarce-
ly such an organised overall destruc-
tion of ethics, of the man-woman
love affair, and of the famuly rela-
tionship in general, as we see in cer-
tain Hollywood pictures to-day.’

Whatever reasons the author of
Parade of Pleasure might have for
his extraordinary faith in American
society, they are certainly not re-
vealed in this book. Instead, on the
part of the reader, there is a stub-
born conclusion that at no time in
history has the individual been
under such pressure to discard his
dignity, his humanity, and his iden-

a thing as degradation by consent,
as. distinct frofir that of men forced
to commit crimes in the service of
governments, America might well
be such an example. In Russia the
integrity and the independence of
the individual 1s subordinated to the
State and the Party. Is this so much

worse than a society where the profit
motive and prvate ambition can
achieve a similar debasement with-
out the victims being aware of it?

C.H.

Moulds of Power

ONE pointed remark Nietzsche made

against the uncritical and vapid
idealism still lingering at the beginning
of the century was that man was not
born with a natural instinct for truth,
but had, on the contrary, a stronger and
more readily observable inclination to
he. It i1s difficalt, when we distinguish
between a passion for truth and a pas-
sion for facts, to separate the former
from the natural impulse to use one's
mind in ordering one's experience accord-
ing to a set of propositions given a
coherent and satisfactory picture of the
world. Speculation and imagination
proceed hand in hand, and both, accord-
ing to different methods but serving the
same purpose, lie in the face of crude
fact and existéatial intuition for the
simple reason that they are both creative
while crude fact is barren, and the object
of existential intuition is an irreconcil-
able antithesis of nothingness and being.
As soon as thought becomes articulate,
as of necessity it must, fact is shaped
into word, and existential intuition is

~abolished and transcended. But in the

fact of communication, in expressing
one’s thoughts to another person, it is
possnblc quite deliberately to tell a lie,
that i1s to put forward a thought which
one would never come across or enter-
tain were it not for some satisfaction it
can yield in being This
satisfaction may the anticipation of
some advantage to '
the lie, but . is
plea:ure of feeling

SCIENCE

discussed i FREEDOM.

SCIENTII*IC discovery and invention

has made 1t possible for man to alter
the face of the earth and the pattern of
his life. Mountains can be moved, lakes
created, and deserts turned into fertile
soil. It 1s recognised by most anarchists
that scientific knowledge and techniques
can be used by man to improve his

standard of living and enrich his life. |

But in certain spheres of knowledge, and
in particular, in the biological sciences
the significance of certain discoveries 18
so confused and obscure that anarchists
may reject them completely, even regret-
ting their existence, We do not agree
with this attitude, for we believe that
scientific knowledge i1s in itself neither
good nor bad. To ignore it or condemn
it, to refuse to study its possible effect
on our lives, is to leave it in the hands
of the burcaucrats and power mongers,
who will be delighted to use this know-
ledge to increase their power and further
enslave the people.

Future discoveries in the field of
genetics may make selective breeding In
a man a possibility. What do anarchists
think about this? Developments 1n
medicine and surgery such as hormonal
treatment and the notorious ‘‘Prefrontal
leucotomy”™ make possible radical alter-
ations to the individual personality. Then
there are the various pep drugs, truth
drugs, and those used 1n shock treatment,
which all have their effect on the indivi-
dual integrity which is the basis of the
anarchist philosophy. It 1s our conten-
tion, that we should, as anarchists, try
to understand such developments, assess
their significance, and relate anarchist
propaganda to the developing trend of
knowledge.

The aim of this column 1s to bring to
the attention of readers, items of scienti-
fic news, together with appropriately
provocative comment, which we think
might be of interest to anarchists.

BIRTH CONTROL
’I‘HE development of an effective

method of conception control which
involved merely taking a pill would
probably be one of the greatest advances

~yet made-in this field:"lt ‘would make h

possible the widespread extension of con-
ception control in Asiatic countries,
where existing methods are unsuitable
for general use. It could for instance
replace the *“safe period” method which
1s now officially advocated in India.
Experimental work i1s being carried out
using phosphorylated hesperidin taken
orally. This chemical inhibits the action
of the enzyme hyaluronidase which is
present in spermatozoa where it serves
to break down hyaluronic acid, a viscous
protective coating surrounding the egg.

no communicatron would be possible.
A lie 1s told because it can be believed,
and one is a bigger or lesser lias 10 the
extent one has one's lies believed or one
thinks one has one’s lies believed. The
study of human nature, however deep
and precise, cannot account for the
actions of men if it is not accompanied
by understanding of the permanént and
necessary conditions of man living with
man. These conditions, which I am
tempted to call social categories, are ever-
open possibilities, like moulds there
from all time, and waiting for human
nature to flow into them and be shaped.
Man is a liar because it is possible for
him to lie. It is in the nature of the
possible to become actual even more
than it is for the potential.

The same thing happens with what 1
call the archist principle. Again th
communication, though not neﬁt%:
by words, the possibility is given
making a man set aside his will and ¢
our own. A will to power may or
not be there originally, but it
velops, and mes a ¢
through habit and success, nbt
tion competition. Yet this
be but of relative nmpomn
carry us very far if there did

m
anld

in other ¢ through conv
stances a to be slave. Wﬂl, at.
rate, would take either form or any ot}

because their possibility is therc.
long as there is will in a ﬂuxl
lqnz as um::;o |

one’s complexity
simple-minded Wk

There is no nat
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NOTES—I

Science and the scientific approach are frequently mentioned and

We do not all, however, have the oppormmly

of hearing or reading about new scientific developments, and it is with
great pleasure that we introduce a new fortnightly feature contributed

by comrades who work in scientific

fields.

Work has been done using rabbits and
rats., and clinical trials are in progress.
has been suggested that
effectively high concentrations of hesperi-
din cannot be achieved by oral adminis-
tration, 1t may be that a \\.m will be
found to make this compound or a re-
lated one an effective birth control pill.

Incidentally although hesperidin 18
present in citrous fruits we do not recom-

'mend our readers to eat more oranges as

an alternative to their present birth con-
trol methods.

“BRAINS™
OBERT JUNGK

morrow is here
in this country early
the uses made of “electronic brains” In
America, The Rand Corporation, foun-
ded and supported by the air force uses
one of these brains to help solve prob-
lems of war strategy. This particular
machine 15 manned by three hundred
scientists, including economists, sociolo-
gists, psvchologists, and engineers,

According to the' writer, Gen. Mac-
Arthur was relieved of his command in
the Far East as a result of the calcula-
tions made by one of these brains. Its
calculation that America would suffer
serious economic effects if she became
involved in a war, and that such a war
might not end in her favour made Mac-
Arthur’s replacement inevitable, at least
until the ‘brain’s’ predictions were more
favourable.

Two American scientists of Russian
origin are among those who have achie-
ved fame with the aid of these instru-
ments. Louis Bean in 1948 predicted
the results of the presidential congress-
ional election with a fair degree of
accuracy, and for the department of
agriculture he forecast the harvest vield
and market conditions for agricultural
produce. Professor Wassily Leontief
when consulted advised partial mobilisa-
tion after the outbreak of war in Korea.
In 1947 he predicted the increase in

in his book To-
already, published
in 1954 describes

steel output that would be needed, to |

within a few hundred tons. His calcu~
lations are considered when decisions are
taken regarding the proportions of raw
materials to be used for armaments and
consumption purposes.

These machines have aroused wide-
spread interest and controversy and it is
difficult to estimate whether their use by
the American Government (and also pre-
sumably the Russian Government) has
increased or decreased the danger of war.
Although they are at present used mainly
to strengthen the power of governments
they could have a place in a free society.

Bios.

being born out of a lonely shell on a
lonely island. Accordingly all attempts
at reforming human nature are doomed
to failure and confusion if at the same
time nothing or very little is done to
change the social categories. These can-
not be changed, by definition, and will
always be there, making a perfect society,
if ever it be realized, congenitally pre-
carious. But the sliding or falling into
them can be checked by convention and
taboo. Convention and taboo, supported
by punitive sanctions, are quite effective
in preventing the majority of people from
catching at ready possibilities, however
acutely they may be itching to do so.

The fundamental freedom of man is an

ascertained fact at least since the times
of Seneca. You can take a donkey to
a spring but you cannot make him drink.
So the possibility of becoming a mur-

is there ﬁn to practically any
mnn. Yet very comparatively com-
mit murder because of moral convention
and legal sanctions against it. For fun-
damentally similar reasons most men act
according to somebody eclse's will a good
two thirds of each of their days.

*
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PRACTICAL
PROBLEMS

THE newcomer to FREEDOM (and

we hope there will be many
in 1955) finds self-criticism in its
columns to which he may not have
been accustomed in the propaganda
journals of political parties and or-
gamzatlons or in the more or less
impersonal, Lib-Lab commercialised
politico-literary weeklies. The pro-
fession of anarchist ideas and their
_ propagation offer no sinecures, no
h social or material advancement;

there is no National Executive to
chastise us for deviations from the
party line, or Whips to maintain
“unity” in our ranks; there is no Big
- Brother noting our every heresy, not
even from his glass-fronted coffin.
Unlike the Christians and Com-
murusts whose criticisms are, at the
most, directed to the individual, but
never to the Faith or the Party, anar-
chists, generally, are not subject to
the blind acceptance of an anarchist
dogma. Their anarchism is essen-
tially a way of life for themselves as
individuals, and this is more than
- revealed by the diversity of anarchist
thought.
But it is this diversity which joins
anarchists in a unity more solid than
~ that achieved by the dogma of a
- Church, the shadow of a National
Executive or the mummies in the
- Kremlin. For the determined de-
fence of our own freedom makes us
all the more conscious of the free-
dom of others. When Bakunin
~ wrote “I can be really free when

4

A

was expressing the feelings of men
who are, at the same time, both in-
dividuals as )vcll as members of a

‘ - g. '-.“ -
‘-!r:'l) "-'l'-“"q. 4 -ou\-,
0 - e

gf‘h VINC -:- wVer m n-' hists tha
- man is free unless his freedom is re-
- spected by those around him (un-
less he thhdraws completely from
society and lives the life of a hermit).
~ But neither can he feel free (unless
- he be a spiritual hermit) if he is
surrounded by fellow humans, who,
~ whilst not in a position to limit Ais
~ freedom are themselves slaves (or
‘whatever they are called to-day).

*

task of the anarchist militant,
or propagandist, unlike that of
his counterpart in the political par-
ties and organisations, is one which
1S at the same time wide in scope
and yet hedged in by what we can
most simply describe as “principles”.
‘The political parties, instead, are
hedged in by the narrowness of their
vision of the socxety t.hey aspire to
- but have no prin gl& to hamper
them as to the mex.hpds they will use
chieve their el “
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~ in the “dozen or so countnes where
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JAPANESE CINEMA

‘Ugetsu-Symbol and Reality

NeEw YORrk, DECEMBER.
IT has long since become standard pro-
cedure—whether as legitimate boast
or as advertising gimmick-—to tag a for-
eign film here as one which “Hollywood
wouldn't (or couldn’t) make”, but it is
somewhat less often that a movie de-
serves to be so tagged. One film so
deserving is Upgetsu, Japanese 1mport
recently opened in New York.

More so than other peoples, the Jap-
anese are able so deftly to combine
symbol and reality in their art forms as
to deliver to their audiences the impact
of the former and the haeccity of the
latter. This genius, so eloquently attes-
ted by Rasho-mon, which had a big
success here a couple of years ago, is
attested anew by Upgersu; but whereas
Rasho-mon, being more symbol than
reality, was essentially an intellectual ex-
perience, Ugersu, reversing the balance,
emerges primarily an emotional exper-
ience therefore, The ingredients, though,
catalysed by apposite mysticism, are
admirably fused; and if a nation’s cinema
i1s a celluloid chronicle of the ethos it
services, then by such masterpieces as
Rasho-mon and Ugetsu do the Japanese
people stand revealed and exalted with
sensitiveness, humaneness, suffering, virtue
and ' weakness. But then, one would
expect no less from a people who can
produce,‘and honour, talented poets who
conjure up myriad mages and little
philosophies in austere three-line verses
treating of the many-faceted cicada (cf.
Hearn’s Shadowings).

The “story line” of Ugersu is simple-
ness itself, for the Japanese have learned
well what Hollywood er al. refuse to con-

sider, namely, that only the bare narra-

tive can adequately convey the clash and
clangour of life’s complexities . . . .
Genjuro, a skilled potter, lives in pov-
erty with his wife and young son. One
obsession rages within him: to escape
the wretchedness of his poverty, for, as
he wryly observes, “With money one can
live; without it one can only suffer.”
Hif brother-in-law and neighbour is
equally poor and equally obsessed: he
would be a samurai and quit once for
all the emaciated soil to which he is
impoverished thrall. Here are the twin
scourges, commxxcd and adulterine : in
o » -

- me h
e

1 ‘ 11 ','v.«o. | T

han ambition: in the other
—self-agglﬁdmcnt. lust for status.
For each man fulfillment of obsession
implies a senseless morbid accretion
foully rooted in an ineluctable itch to
be what he is not.

The two men peddle Genjuro’s wares
and selling the pottery return with some

whole that i1s modern society to its
component parts and showing how
each has a meaning in itself as well
as a relation to the other parts. As
an example of what we are here
trying to say, and as a first step, we
would suggest that anarchists should,
in the first place, undertake as
thorough a survey as they can of the
present organisation of the indus-
tries in which they are engaged and
then by discussion with others work-
ing in the same kind of job, put for-
ward some constructive plan of how
this work could be organised and
controlled by engaged in it.
The next sStep, of course would be
how to co-¢ rdinate actlvmw of all

rking in a particular
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deliberately disposed of
died a natural

Fmﬂm must ruut any “outside v:olenca

silver coins, which he triumphantly and
lubrncously tolls into his wife's trembling
profit-
She asks for her sister's
“Oh, he went chasing after
Genjuro reassures

fingers; it is an earnest of further
able excursions.
husband.
a gang of warriors,”
her with a laugh, “he’ll be back before
long.” His wife laugh} uneasily.

This trifling advance in condition but
exacerbates Genjuro’s cravings. He re-
doubles his efforts; his wife has to spend
long wearisome hours at the fly-wheel
while he fashions sake jars, rice bowls.
ete. Their son cries for hunger, but
(ucnjuro can hardly stop to worry about
that. “Keep going, keep gomg. he
commands his flagging wife, “everything
we've got depends on this lot of pottery.
Keep going!™ She wearily cautions their
son to be patient, but her bitterness
pours out upon her husband’s head.

“What's come over you?” she snaps.

“You used to be so kind and gcmlc
and considerate of our son. Now you're
SO irritable I can no longer enjoy work-
ing with you.” About the finery he had
purchased for her, she admits that it had
made her happy, but “not because of the

new robe, but because it showed vour
love for me.’

Genjuro, however, has no time to muse
upon this matter—he has, indeed time
for naught except to expedite the pre-
paration of his wares for the ready
market in town. To this end he has
commandeered not only his wife but
her sister and the latter's husband. who
has returned home from his misadven-
ture somewhat bedraggled but no less
obsessed. Genjuro never lets off prod-
ding them, they're “risking everything
on this batch of pots; if anything goes
wrong we're rumned.” And the simple
potter, half-crazed for worry, anticipa-
tion and impatience, wrings his hands
ike a harassed floor-walker at Saks,
Fifth Avenue on the last shopping day
before Christmas. The deadly poison
seeps through the organism, and in seep-
ing looses a fierce contagion—

The Pope One Up on
Lady Docka' )

broadcast the Pope u a silver micro-
phone. Later, according to the Sunday
Pictorial he spent “part of the évening
watching television on the £1,500 gold
inlaid TV set given to him by American
Catholics.

T

“his “recent 1

BUT it is a time of banditry, of law-

lessness and war lords, Th» villa

18 pillaged, the villagers a-¢ ‘areeu
hills. But where
must be drage
Kiln. *I cann
now, ¢clse we’
1acally. For
him now 25 h
wife, not
ISm 18 ¢
lion In

Me:
amok.
oppre
exacty I
wantor
itself $ -
ness a4 .
practith
across. ;
of wondrc
—what re
conflagratio,
social and eco,
wood n its bl T T
can say-—not castlc, o1 1.
peat, but the madcap T of
huts and the dog-in-the-maoger desee u-
tion of a pitifully paltry gunnysack
holding the entire hoard and treasure of
a household’s three generations—this
strikes home as a dozen castle-infernos
must completely miss the mark. This is
the scurrilous mask of war—a spear
thrust into a hay-pile to feel out rcfugccs
or cattle, a rickety wall bashed in be-
cause the ant-caten door happens to be
a couple of strides to the left, the loath-
some slaverings that make beasts of
double-going men who suspect the mere
possibility of the presence of a woman
nearby. Not the jowly fanfaronades of
politicians who safely parade the incen-

) p—

diary shibboleths of *national honour™,
“god”, “civilization™, *“culture” and/or
“Christianity”, but this—shis is war

Not reviews, and martial airs. and cyni-
cal decorations, but the lunge, the rack,
the convulsion and the death—rhis is
War.

Genjuro can be contained no longer.
Despite the pleadings of his wife he
sneaks back to reclaim his property and
tot up the damagc It 1s his fortune
that the damage is shght Genjuro packs
his aand, leaying wife and son b
'ouu O m l.'_al.
wis out with his w
sister and her band for the market-
place. There they are an immediate
success, raking in the money hand over
fist. As soon as he has a few coins.
Genjuro’s brother-in-law, the would-be

ten days hence,

Moulds of Power = couiecdiromp. 2

thoughtless and ruthless hands that tear
down its leaves or break its stem, a gar-
dener’s hands that prune and graft and
bend and pluck, it is all evil from the
plant’s point of view. But it is a mis-
take to consider outside violence and
interference as the only kind of evil as
it was a mistake on Rousseau’s part to
contrast the angelic individual with
Society wicked and perverted. Society
1S made up of individuals, and there is
no evil in it which is not also in the
individuals of which it is composed. Of
course, the fact that some hold most of
the power and the great majority holds
practically none fosters the illusion that
there 1s a clearcut and obvious division
between good and bad. By getting nd
of the bad, so the illusion develops, all

men will be good. But apart from the ~ messieur ksun,gi‘moommcncem

twist in moral judgment and cracks in
moral texture resulting from the neces-
sity of calling good men who get rid
of- others classified as bad, the social
category of power yawns as wide as ever.
Getting rid of the enemies of freedom

does not seem to make room for more

freedom, but rather for more enemies of
freedom. History teaches us that or
teaches us nothing. Strangely enough, a
new crop of tyrants turns out to be more
vicious when the old ones have been
than when they

~death, m:of old
tyrants, one would say, is already the

same thing as fitting in the mould of
power, and the lhlpe lhus aeqmred IS

not easy to change. 7

" The task of the mrchnt 'is threefold.

FRLANANRAS

~and that is why the most striking f

one was °

tooagerto
work.andlt

tyl'anny and not becoming a tyrant him-
self then freedom would be the immacu-
late and luminous thing he feels it in his
heart to be. The sad reality is that anar-
~ chusts are few, and not all of the thought-
ful and self-disciplined type. A wet
blanket over the anarchist’s faith. this
reality i1s a whole ocean ready to break
over the little hope the potential anar-
chist is invited to light up. The average
man readily agrees with the anarchist
that tyranny must be Tresisted, but the
best way ta do that, he has learned from
experience, is to become himself as much
of a tyrant as he can. He knows that
the meo ,.. OF tyranny are there, and as
e IS vacant he hurries to fill it
In all
soQue
| The
ge m,w saint, and only in-
we ts

‘he cannot be blamed.

*
RC Matltsqumngsm
" to have had a clear perception of
tbommonmee ofthesocmlcatm

~of its programme was to burst up
mould power. Its aim was to

form them into death-beds. Some of
those moulds are clearly identifiable, and
it is witk h then that it started. A throne,
t ﬁt v» of a republic, the head-
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stle lies rcains, and Genjuro,
‘'ed weapon still to hand. lies
' m a field when a band of
ppens upon him. “Where

that?” one of them asks.
niing to the weapon. *“At the castle.”
stammers Genjuro, not vet recovered fror:

2C1

the orgy, real or fancied. “What castle?"
“Why, Lady Watake’s castle.” comes
Genjuro’s bewildered reply. They laugh

humouslessly. “The castle burned down
more than a month ago, and this weapon
Is stolen property. Fortunately for you.
however, the prison has also bheen burned
down (italics mine), so we'll have to let
you go free.” Thus Genjuro, reclaimed
at the last, is at liberty after his near-
fatal brush with Ambition Gratifed. It
has been a narrow escape, but no mat-
ter! With the prison demolished simul-
taneously with his own liberation from
the omniverous vortex. he is free to
return home .

His brother-in- law having purchased
a samurars outfit, fortuitously comes
upon the head of an enemy chieftain.
This he presents as his own conguest to
the war lord of the town. Whereupon
he i1s accounted a great warrior and
samurai, and great warrior and samurai
he remains so long as he acts and dresses
the part. This irony is reminiscent of
the incident upor whxch thc great Get-

C'apram fram is based. In
that film an aged ex-convict, spurned
everywhere in his quest for honest em-
ployment, in desperation purchases a
second-hand great army overcoat. hat.
sword and boots. He presumes himself

" Continned on p. 4
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when the evil lay in the mould. Chris-
tianity, professing to hate the sin but not
the sinner, was shown to be a higher and
nobler way. Unfortunately, in this world
at least, you cannot punish the sin with-
out touching the sinner, as Christians
themselves found out each time they
took the matter into their hands instead
of leaving it to God.

One can deny the existence of social
categories or stick to the belief that men
are perfectly good and so the problem
here presented is pushed down into the
subconscious. Sense of reality, incident-
ally, can be and is repressed just as well
as the hbido. But if a solution to the
problem is to be envisaged, then its
terms may be as perplexing to the anar-
chist as those of the problem itself.

Perplexmg but not depressing or shatter-

ing. Self-discipline, however conceitedly
umaware of the fact we may be, is the
direct or indirect result of outer disci-
pline, of outwardly protfered exampiles
of self-discipline if
more of this discipline
discipline is infused into the social body,
the less need there will be for meanly
or self-righteously calculated
I am not playing with
ing another vicious circle.
learning, and therefore it is t !
learning is hard, though not so hard
teaching. The cane may be a help

else. The
creates self-
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shall have to show how anarchiso

work in the specific situations K

them; in the family, the facto

shop, etc. Therefore, “practics

sals” should be the verv essence of _ar
g approach. In the second place, the pas-
sage quoted sugeests a holier than thou
attitude, the implication being that anar-
chists know the positive action which
should be taken in specific cases, but
until the world s ready to be saved 1t
just isn't worth the bother of passing on
the information.

I believe that anarchism is natural to
man, and 1t is a profound mistake to
assume, as “Anarcho Syndicalist™ appears
to do, that anarchists must await the
perfectibility of man before we can make
practical proposals. I am now forty-
two, and a more convinced anarchist
than | was some twenty vears ago wh
1 first accepted the principles; but I am
quite sure, to-day, that we have not
B thought out, or even tentatively consider-
o ed, what should be done in specific,
o localised situations, many of which may
be confidently expected to arise in the
near future. The “world™ i1s just as

- bang. A weakening. or partial break-
M of central control may result in
a ‘_,-.» ning down of polmcal. social, or
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- Ugetsu -Symbol

~ a captain in the Imperial German Army

- and is obeyed as such, inasmuch as no
- one dares challenge the Uniform. How

: ﬂh:}'. how artificial the ramments of
- Genjuro’s brother-in-law decides to
take repose in a house of pleasure, one
of whose star attractions turns out 1o be
- his wif¢. “This is what your selfishness.
~ your pretension have brought me to,”
she sobs, then adds with defiant mockery,

npto-mght. I've paid a preity penny
~ for all 7 have; nowl:hallmakeyou
pay.” The warrior, shamed and sudden-
iybunyed for the falseness he had
~ played her and himself, gravely doffs his
’ dlendphte. so lately shining armour but
beenmeebeupandurnuhed. They
W “Work!"™ she exhorts him
nndoveramnastheynw their
| 2], “work! War fires up evil ambi-
'.ml but work., hard work is the best
ndonl)'ﬂlmltorm. Work hard and
fall will not have been in vain.
k., for there is much work to be
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likely to end with a whimper as with a -
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tions took place did anarchism become

established, and this in spite of the fact

that in two of them, Spain and Russia,

“ere were numerous anarchist groups

lony narchist tradition. [Is there

we may expect something

Someone once said

oke out in England

to take Waterloo

1 buy a platform

¢ think of any

England in

« would have

XS .= TCVO~

r. changes

mg techni-

h on the

4 we can-

non in the

are we 1o

at of anar-

e infinite

skv? It

JAO are now

w continue to

s bound to have

aoralisi on us, and on later

<uarchists. Anarchism wall become a

sort of personal, secular Yogi-ism, 1In

which anarchists will become more and

more divorced from reality, driven nto

individual isolation, escapism and ever-

increasing forms of crankiness, Or could

we bring anarchy verv much nearer by

certain changes in technique, emphasis,

determination of “priorities”, organisa-

tion, fields of study, etc.? How far

have we actually thought about what we

mean by “anarchism™ in our particular

environment? Do we hope to get it 100

per cent., so to speak, or 1s there such a

thing as a modified anarchism, or an

initial stage of anarchism? Has the

machinery of the State to disintegrate

before anarchy can become possible? If

sO, are we not in a situation as unreal

as that of the Communist, babbling of

the “withering away” of the State? If

not. and anarchy has to grow from

within the State, is not some initial

modification, adjustment, or whatever we

dislike to call it, mevitable? What ex-

actly are the implications of an “all or
nothing™ view?

P Swaas

Now, | know what Kropotkin wrote
sixty vears ago, and what Godwin wrote
bnndred md snxty years ago. but all
n thlt
y were dlve. m Enwmd, to-day.
Whﬂ would they be gying? 1 believe
that anarchists could do a great deal to
clarify many of the issues before us and
clear the way for positive action when
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to caparison himself in all the resplendent
fineries money can buy, but to create for
the inestimable jov of creating. “And
now,” the voice assures him, “you are
my- ideal of a good and honest man.
My death has nor been in vain. And 1
shall live at your side—I shall never be

dead unless vou are unfaithful to my
ideals.”

In this wise do the parallel lines of
four medmingful lives converge in the
end to reinforce the twin fundamental
strengths of mankind: skill and muscle.
Yet these are not forces discreet and wil-
ful: these are forces commingled ‘in the
good and the honest so that neither
strength shall enslaves the other. Thus
it is that the potter’s skill would lie fallow
were he ecither unwilling or unable to
put his own arm-muscie to the finishing;
and the farmer's arm-muscle would be
mefiecuul were e incapable or undesir-
ous o@ploughmg his lands skillfully and
intelligently. Without a true commingl-
ing, the one or the other—skill or muscle
—would dominate. An é€lite would re-
take hold, once again the insidious
wheel would start to grind, and in grind-
g would break the back of another
generation of Japanese—indeed, of every-
body. It is relatively easy to be wealthy,
or “great”, by such false standards as are
paraded before us every minute, every
hour, every day. It is more difficult by
far—more difficult and more manly—to
be an “ideal of a good and honest man.”

One need not qp‘ntine over the sym-
bolism inherent in Ugersu. That the
suffering of the two women is Japan's

- suffering for having been forsaken by her

duaily alienated men, is patent enough

- The men, themselves seduced by foreign

and native adultresses, are no more ob-
scure as lymboh of peccancy. Eliminate

‘i ,

‘hwever and the
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'sts and Positive Action

opportunity arises. This article 18 an
attempt to provide some response from
general readers. It is mor a criticism of
that small group of people who, in addi-
tion to earning their daily bread, regu-
larlv week by week contribute articles
and items of news and comment to
FreepoMm. These contributions are, gene-
rallv speaking of an exceptionally high
standard and, when one considers the
conditions under which they have to be
written, they represent a great achieve-
ment. It is unreasonable to expect this

~small group to shoulder, in addition, the

burden of research which will be neces-
sarv if anarchists are to seize opportuni-
tiecs as they are presented. But I am
convinced that some of FrREgpoMm's read-
ers should be tackling the job. 1 am
aware that all sorts of difficulties exist,
but | also feel that it is much more
congenial for ageing savants within the
movement to air their erudition in the
realms of metaphysics than to get down
to the sort of hard work that must be
done if we are ever going to be capable
of positive action.

As | am a regular reader of FREEDOM
[ ought, particularly in view of the
strictures 1 have made, to be putting for-
ward some constructive ideas myself.
Unfortunately, it is much harder to con-
tribute constructive ideas than it 1s to
offer destructive criticism; but this 1s no
excuse for glossing over our madequa-

cies. I also know that were 1 to attempt
the task here the foregoing criticism
would be completely ignored by readers
in their unholy rush to point out that
my “constructive” ideas were not new,
that they contained not the pure milk
of anarchism, and that, in any case, they
wouldn't work. Nevertheless, if readers
continue to feel that we are as impotent
in the face of events, actual and poten-
tial, as previous correspondents affirm |
will, in a future article, endeavour to
put forward, with much trepidation,
such ideas as I possess on the subject.

May 1 close by reminding readers of
what, in my opinion, is the point of this
discussion. This century has seen revo-
lution in a dozen countries; in none of
them hu S U ed. Tlme :

-
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threatened thh collapae from a number

of causes. MWhelp]m in the

face of this situation and are they likely
10 remain so in any conceivable situation
likelv to arise in the span of time left to
us by psvchopathic politicians, hydrogen
bomb-happy generals, mis-applied tech-
niques and idiotic economic policies?

H. K. HoLT.
(See Editorial Comment page 3)
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THE MALATESTA CLUB

WlTH the end of the year, the Mala-

testa Club in London has been
open seven months, and there can be no
doubt of the success of this venture.
For 242 evenings of the 245 since open-
ing on May 1, the Club has been open,
with the teams of voluntary workers
doing their jobs,

One of the simplest methods of testing
the value of such a meeting place 1s 10
se¢ how many new contacts have been
made since it began, And on that score
alone the Club has shown its usefulness
for the Anarchist movement, For there
are now associating with us several com-
rades who had never made personal con-
tact before the Club existed.

Unlike acceptance of political pro-
grammes which can be sloganised or
merely voted for, anarchism relies much
more upon individual contact. Before
we had the Club, the person who had
been interested by a speaker on our
platform in Hyde Park or by reading
our literature found it difficult to make
personal and informal contact with anar-
chists for further argument or enlighten-
ment. Even at our indoor meetings,
held in a rented room, the atmosphere
was not of our own creation and, having
to pack up and get out at the end of dis-
cussion, opportunities to get to know
each other were hmited.

The Club has overcome all that and
many visitors have expressed their delight
at the free and easy atmosphere and 1ts
umque character. It is true to say that
there is not a similar club anywhere 1n
London—and that probably applies to
the whole of Britain also—where ad-
vanced political ideas find expression
together with social activities and recrea-
aon.

The Sunday evening discussion-lectures
run by the London Anarchist Group have
provided what is probably the ‘most suc-
cessful post-war season of meetings the
Group has had. Every Sunday the Club
is packed, with standing room only for
the late-comers and varying points of
view always being put forward.

The lectures varv from those on
Anarchism or allied subjects by Anarchist
comrades, to informative lectures by
\nsmng speakers with specmlm know-

Year.

I.

The bnggest single initiatiy to be
undertaken since the Club opened is the
creation of a Youth Group which organ-
ises the social activities, as well as some
lectures of its own. Early in its life the
Youth Group encouraged the purchase
of a gramophone and every Saturday
night members and their guests enjoy an
informal dance. How mformal has to
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be seen to be believed, for more than ,'
one serious contributor to this journal
has been seen displaying unsuspected
talent for jive, mamba, samba and other
forms of ritual dance.

"—.'_.-—A_'M. ;‘__;.x J‘e

Frequently, entertainments are pro- ;
vided by the Youth Group in the form
of a floor show of skits, parodies, son

or sketches, and it can confidently be felt
that at last we may be seeing the

emergence of an Anarchist druma group,

Financially the Club is doing a little
bit better than merely hold its own,
though subscriptions are all too readily
overlooked by the members. It i1s clear
though, that before very long larger
premises will be needed and it will be
necessary to accumulate some funds to
cover a move to a more suitable place.

On the catering side, variety of fare
is limited through the lack of time avail-
able to our workers, most of whom
come straight from their jobs to do their
shift in the kitchen. But in spite of this,
some delicious food i1s prepared by our
girl comrades and prices are Kept as low
as possible. (A cup of tea, for example,
1 cheaper than in Lvons’, and lemon tea,
a great favourite, far cheaper than in
any Kosher restaurant we Kknow!)

All in all, the first seven months of the
Anarchist Club in London give us ample
cause to leel pleased with our progress.

P.S.
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MEETINGS

A ND
ANNOUNCEMENTS

-~

LONDON ANARCHIST 3
GROUP . -
LECTURE-DISCUSSIONS :

Every Sunday at 7.30 at
THE MALATESTA CLUB

155 High Holborn, W.C.1. "
(Nearly opposite Holborn Town Hall)

JAN. 2—Geoffrey Ostergaard on
THE MANAGERIAL REVOLUTION

.!AN 9--S E Parker on

-

—

JAN. 23—Rita Milton 0
THE FUNCTION OF THE
REVOLUTIONARY PRESS

JAN. 30—Frank Hirshfield on
THE FAILURE OF PACIFISM?

INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS
ery Thursday at 8.15.

OPEN AIR MEETINGS
Weather Permitting
E PARK
» Sundays at 3.30 p.m.

N.W. LONDON
DISCUSSION MEETING AT
HAMPSTEAD

Speaker: PHILIP SANSOM oOn
“The Basis of Anarchism”
at 27 Christchurch Hil,
Hampstead Wi €

TUES.. JAN. 4_th. 1955 at 7.45 p.m.

NORTH-EAST LDNDON

DISCUSSION MEE!‘ING S |
AT MANOR PARK Aad
~Alternate Wednesdays s

at 7.30 p.m.
Apply to Freedom P(m for details

GLASGOW
INDOORS

'- ;.’~ ;.‘ ‘ 3 . 'u .',
'T ﬂ | ""'f' <t Waalkl
' T e ol ,'A r’ - v c"‘. - 1 B :- - )
3 - o : , )
- VR TR ‘

\)' ’ o 210N .. ,
' DHReCrIpEIOR x“ .
*2) 18 “



	DSC_1474 - Copy
	DSC_1474
	DSC_1475 - Copy
	DSC_1475



