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however, assert that this concept is abso
lutely unknown among them, precisely 
because they are more in touch with 
reality.
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a Revolution
closer to sec what it was about. 
Spain. Mexico? But 
CRICKET!

The record of the British team and of 
cricketing relations with Australia is ‘‘a 
dramatic revolution” and “The October 
Revolution of 1917, was no less final in 
its implications than the overthrow of 
maturity by youth this summer”.

In the H-Bomb era, all we can do in 
this country is to have a cricket revolu
tion! R.

an 
article on its back page with a 

double column heading “The History of 
Eagerly one looked 

Russia, 
it was
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155 High Holborn. 
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ALL WELCOME

(From a Correspondent)
A JR HARRY HOOTON'S letter on

“The Conquest of Art” (26th Feb.) 
proclaims an outlook which is. unfortu
nately, all too prevalent in the West 
(which culturally speaking, includes 
Sydney). It is an insistence on the dis
sociation of Man from Nature, a declara
tion of war on Man's environment, which 
is supposed to be “enslaving” him. This 
attitude overlooks a fundamental and 
obvious truth, namely, that Man is him
self a part of this Nature which Mr. 
Hooton wishes to conquer, and our part 
in the interplay of counteracting influ
ences. our romantically conceived “fight 
against the elements" is in itself a natural
process and is shared by all living organ
isms. Mr. Hooton's arrogant assertion:
“We had to fight nature every inch of the
way. until it learned to do our bidding, 
until it learned to co-operate with us— 
until it learned to operate for us," is 
based on a misconception of the history 
of mankind. It is Man who. starting out 
on an unfamiliar path in an artificial ex
istence. had to grope his way from fail
ure to failure until he had learned to 
discipline himself to the laws of soils, 
seasons, and crops. It is man who has 
had to change, who has had to discard 
old methods and search for new ones, 
who has had to adapt himself to the re
quirements of his environment. In other 
words, it was Man who had to learn to 
do Nature's bidding, who had to learn 
to co-operate with the world he lives in.

Perhaps Mr. Hooton is blinded by the 
sight of huge dams, hydro-power stations, 
artificial rain and chemical fertilizers. 
No doubt these things exist. But does 
that mean that Man has abolished the 
laws of nature and created new ones? 
On the contrary. Mr. Hooton will dis
cover. on a closer examination of the 
facts, that all these technological advan
ces are in precise conformity with natural
laws, and the slightest interference with
these laws would render the procedure find most support among them? I can. 
futile.

What are we to make of another of
Mr. Hooton's fanfares: “Bees, ants, tape
worms—innumerable living forms are
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forceful, so logical, and so persuasive— 
that we must shield our people physically 
from every confrontation with Commun
ist thought?”

Mr. Kennan said it was ironic that 
such suggestions should so often come 
from "those whose stock in trade is the 
claim to be the most ardent devotee and 
guardian of the national virtue.

BRITISH REVOLUTION
LAST Sunday’s Observer carried

So the good people of B.G. need not 
think (hey have been neglected by a 
spiteful British Government.

The other incident occulted tn Jamaica 
where Princess Margaret made a bee-line 
for Norman Manley, the new Chief Min
ister. had a long talk with him and gave 
him a share of the limelight with her. 
Manley is the head of the Jamaican gov
ernment, a coloured man, a Socialist, a 
clever lawyer and an old friend of Sir 
Stafford Cripps. He is potentially the 
most dangerous man in the Caribbean 
and could if he so wished, preach nat
ionalism and demand immediate inde
pendence. but this shows. I believe, that 
Manley loves pomp, ceremony and power 
as much as the next fellow and will not 
be far awav when the O.B.E.’s are w 

handed out.
So the West Indian tour has come to 

an end. Margaret has had her sunshine 
while other folk left in England have had 
some particularly foul weather and she 
has left the West Indies a better place 
for British officials and home-grown 
politicians to live in. F.T.

1VTOW that Princess Margaret has tin- 
’ ishod her West African trip and had 

a very enjoyable time in the islands of 
calvpsos and warm tropical sttnsb be, it 
might be wise to consider the motives 
of the Colonial Office and the govern
mental advisers who arranged her visit. 
Besides the aim of enabling a member of 
the Royal Family to have a good time 
there was a political purpose in sending 
her to the West Indies—lands of unem
ployment and lack of opportunity for 
the negro peoples. Once many West 
Indians emigrated to the United States 
until Immigration laws seriously restric
ted their entry. ,.•?<

Since the war more and more .West 
Indians have come to Britain seeking 
work. This has unsettled the petty- 
minded colour-bar boys of West Brom
wich and elsewhere but as citizens of the 
British Empire these West Indians have 
every right to settle in this country. 
Bearing this in mind the Princess’s visit 
may for a time turn the attention of the 
islanders away from their empty bellies 
and poverty-stricken shacks
glamour, colour and excitement 
missing from most people’s lives and 
provide a delightful change to boring 
routine.

Two incidents of the tour are most 
revealing. One is reported 
Observer (27th Feb.)

One of her (Margaret’s) appreciated 
gestures was an unscheduled meeting 
with the cricket team of the colony that 
has recently been giving trouble—British 
Guiana. The fact that the Princess was 
not visiting this colony was, I am told, 
being interpreted there as an indication 
that they were being deliberately ignored. 
Her few words with the cricket team has 
made it plain that Guianese are not 
taboo: she did not visit British Guiana 
only because it was miles off her route”.

1 believe that the cause of the existence 
of this outlook can be found in the un
real nature of tnodern society. This 
attitude prevails because modern man 
has tailed to adjust himself to nature. 
Modern authoritarian society has driven 
man further and further from reality, 
further and further from self-realisation. ■ 
It has crippled human personality by 
smothering it under blankets of unflinch
ing repressions and artificial loyalties. Il 
is perhaps relevant to consider Wyndham 
Lewis's remark: “We are living in a vast 
lunatic asylum, peopled by the variously ; 
complexed.” This complex of nature
conquest is caused by the interaction of 
two conflicting drives in the human mind, 
one towards greater artificiality and com
plexity, the other towards existential 
truth. The former is a product we live 
in. the latter is inborn in man. It is this 
interaction which has produced the vio
lent contemplation of nature. It is, after ' 
all. a psychological truism that love and 
hate arc merely the opposite sides of the 
same coin.

Lastly, as someone who has been im
pressed by the philosophy of anarchism, 
1 reject Mr. Hooton's contention that 
anarchism is destruction. Anarchism, 
surely, is not merely “a destruction of 
what is inimical to man", but a restora
tion of the human mind which is being 
destroyed by a disease, one of the symp
toms of which is; this complex against 
nature. 1 prefer to see Anarchism as a 
movement to take us back to the reality 
from which we have diverged, not merely 
to destroy unreality, which is a negative 
concept. And that is how I intend to 
continue thinking of Anarchism, precisely 
because it recognizes that this attempt to 
achieve a total conquest of nature, if 
persisted in. can only end in the total 
eclipse of man.

PROGRESS OF A DEFICIT! 
WEEK 9
Deficit of Freedom £135
Contributions received £155 
SURPLUS £20

February 25 to March 3 
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Our firm used to belong to Sir Henry 
Price (of the Fifty Shilling Tailors) but 
is now owned and controlled by a gen
tleman called Mountain, and the trade 
name has been changed to ‘John Col
liers'. Mr. Mountain, besides controlling 
Colliers’ is also at the head of United 
Drapers and a few weeks ago they got 
control of Alexandre’s clothing factories 
and retail shops.

Two directors who were formerly at 
Alexandre's have now been installed at 
our firm, with the result that some of 
Price's directors have become redundant. 

And so also have many foremen and 
chargehands, who have been sacked over 
the last few weeks. The method is for 
them to discover a note in their pay 
packets on Friday saying that their em
ployment is terminated. None of them 
know before getting their pay packets 
that the sack is coming with it.

Many of the men have been with the 
firm for years—for instance the assistant 
engineer was dismissed on 28th January 
after 23 years with Price’s. He was very 
well liked too. Now there is a very bad 
atmosphere in the factory every Friday
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and the foremen refer to it each week as 
Black Friday.

Of course the foremen are not in the 
union and therefore have no protection, 
but on the 28th January four workers 
also received redundancy notices.

But now—what a difference! (Tn the 
Monday word was sent round the whole 
factory regarding these four men. with 
the result that we demanded to see the 
management. As a committeeman I 
could not be on the delegation, but our 
stewards from each department negotia
ted with the management. But I did my 
part far better by talking to the workers, 
pointing out that our duty was to get 
those four men their jobs back and that 
we should strike first and talk afterwards. 

Every worker was 100 per cent, deter
mined on strike action, so the stewards 
had a very easy job. By Wednesday the 
four men were back at work.

Perhaps the management will keep 
things equal by sacking four more fore
men. But we know that production is 
just the same without them—perhaps 
better.

The moral should be: Don't aspire to 
be a foreman or chargehand at John 
Colliers’ The prospects aren’t too good! 

‘More Direct Action’.

SLUMS AND THE RISK 
OF FIRE

JN an article in the New York Times 
of Feb. 7, it is pointed out that fires 

in New York—which in the last five 
years have accounted for the deaths of 
614 persons and the destruction of 
SI 10m. worth of property—are largely 
due to the overcrowding in the city’s 
slums

‘Every wave of immigration into the 
United States has brought New York . . . 
congestion that inevitably breeds slums. 
But the influx of Negroes from the South 
and Puerto Ricans free to enter without 
passport or quota controls has aggravated 
the problem beyond comparison with 
previous times.’

* “Fire follows population” is an old 
fire-fighting axiom. And when the popu
lation is socially and economically de
pressed, poorly educated and, as a result, 
careless of life, the fire danger is in- • 
creased manyfold.

This is the case in what are considered 
the most hazardous areas of the city—the 
slum areas where Negroes and Puerto 
Ricans are hemmed in by social and 
economic barriers.’

In the past the division of the Euro
pean immigrants into nationality groups 
was gradually broken down until they 
became absorbed into the American 
population. There is no reason why the 
same should not happen with the 
Negroes and Puerto Ricans, once they 
have been accepted as fully human 
beings.

adjusted to, and at peace with their en
vironment; man is at war with, and ad
justs his environment to him?” Mr. 
Hooton has labelled man a conqueror 
merely because he feeds on animals and 
harnesses rivers, and it is surely unjust 
to exclude the above-named animals 
from the triumphant band. After all, 
bees make use of floral pollen to manu
facture honey, ants bear a close resem
blance to man in their habits of uniting 
to drag down a victim stronger than 
themselves, and as for tapeworms, they 
often have the temerity to feed on the 
intestines of the invincible humans.

Art can be regarded as a creation and 
a destruction, but it is Man's mind which 
suffers this adjustment, not Nature. Art 
is the process by which the human mind 
creates truth, but metamorphosing reality 
to a form acceptable to the human intel
lect. It is a process by which Man gives 
cohesion to the incoherence created by 
his own mind. Far from being “a des
truction of natural forms”, it is rather 
a cycle of destruction and creation of 
human concepts.

One is forced to ask why modern man 
is so obsessed by this belief of his strug
gle with nature, by this complex of per
secution bv nature. For it is undeniable 
that this belief is prevalent only among 
those influenced by modern society, and 
historically speaking, the concept is quite 
a recent one. I cannot think of any 
human beings who have struggled harder 
and with less reward to earn a living than 
the peasants of the East, not least among 
them the peasants of my own country, 
India. For them life has been reduced 
to its most elemental terms, and their 
outlook does not extend very far be
yond the cycle of sowing and harvesting, 
of life and death. Surely they have 
more right than anyone else to claim a 
battle with nature? Surely this mystique 
of militant humanity, this declaration of 
a war against the common enemy should

Big mergers in the world of com
merce mean headlines in the 

financial columns of the daily press, 
but can also mean headaches for 
many humble folk low down in the 
firms concerned.*

An example has been given us 
by our Leeds correspondent, who 
writes:

• a
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role to be assign^ to the conven
tional weapons of warfare and to the 
Army. Navy and Air Force in this 
era of nuclear strategy. Some Mem
bers echoed the
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THE DEFENCE DEBATE-OR ALICE IN WESTMINSTER

■ia£.arderted_£son»
shop, and seized last Avgust

ideas on the Ser
were obsolete.

News ^Chronicle article

AN ANARCHIST’S NOTEBOOK
THE SCHOOLMASTERS’ PROTEST

help in Britain’s dealings with the 
United States (a view we put for
ward two weeks ago in Freedom):

Personally I cannot feel that we 
should have much influence over 
their [The United States] policy or 
actions, wise or unwise, while we are 
largely dependent upon their protec
tion. We too must possess substan
tial deterrent power of our own.” 

★
■^J/HERE there were marked dif

ferences of opinion was on the

is already stealthily substituted for Mal
enkov’s.

Bulganin, now Russian premier, has 
also been promoted. Marshal Koniev 
maintained, in his Pravda article that the 
four men who had contributed most to 
World War II victory were Bulganin. 
Kruchchev. and the two principal victims 
of the “Doctors' Plot,” Zhdanov and 
Shcherbakov.

Malenkov's downfall has differed in 
several minor ways from the usual pat
tern of the purge. It now seems that the 
usual process of extinction is to be re
versed, and his name is to be obliterated 
from the records before his actual physi
cal elimination.

We have only space to ask two ques
tions:

1. How long before the ‘doctors' plot’ 
is revived?

2. How long before we learn that it 
was really Krushchev and not Stalin 
who was the great war leader and 
architect of victory?

out in a
(1/3/54):

The new situation^ will not be easily 
accepted. Vested interests are sure to 

ig and re-distribu- 
t the logical conclu- 

of these interests 
a cautious reluc-

We’re Still in the Jungle
J^EADERS of Upton Sinclair’s The

Jungle will remember the terrible 
story of conditions in Chicago meat
factories at the beginning of the century. 

One of the most horrible disclosures 
was that workers had been known to fall 
into vats of boiling fat in the lard-making 
sheds. Sinclair’s book caused such a 
sensation that a great deal of public pres
sure was brought to bear on the meat 
barons, who were forced to clean up 
their factories.

But still ghastly things can happen to 
workers, as the following Reuter report 
from New York on 4th March shows:

New York. Thursday.—A 72-year-old 
factory workers was burned to death.to
day when he fell on a conveyor belt 
feeding an oven in a New York cannery.

'■p'HE National Association of School 
Masters has announced that it was 

very “concerned to learn that the Burn
ham Committee has decided to recom
mend the adoption of equal pay in the 
teaching profession''. The president of 
the London Schoolmasters’ Association 
declared that "over two thousand London 
schoolmasters arc bitterly angry at the 
proposal. We are no party to it and our 
representatives were excluded from the 
negotiations”. Why, one wonders, should 
they have been invited? After all, their 
salaries are not being affected: it is not 
being suggested that their pay should 
be dropped to the present level of 
woman teachers' salaries. And since 
they have formed themselves into an 
exclusively male organisation what busi
ness have they to take part in negotia
tions affecting women teachers? The 
answer is not far to seek. In their view 
equal pay would lead to the decline of

the man in the teaching profession where 
the number of male recruits is already 
too low to replace wastage”. Thus by 
raising the salaries of women teachers 
they fear competition and the unlikeli
hood of being able to support claims for 
increased salaries in order to attract more 
male “recruits” to the profession. By all 
means press for increased salaries but not 
at the expense of another section of the 
teaching profession, but rather in unity 
with them. One cannot classify the 
worth of teachers according to sex. 
There are only two kinds of teachers: 
good ones and bad ones.

party points than of establishing the 
real facts.

But, as we are always trying to 
stress in commenting on such de
bates. they carry little weight, for 
the decisions have already been 
made before the debates take place. 
As Sir Winston pointed out at the 
beginning of his speech

What is the present position? Only 
thre# countries possess, in varying de
grees, the knowledge and the power to 
make nuclear weapons. Of these, the 

States is overwhelmingly the 
Owing to the breakdown in the

exchange of information between us and 
the United States since 1946 we have had 
to start again independently on our own. 
Fortunately, executive action was taken 
by Mr. Attlee to reduce as far as pos
sible the delay in our nuclear develop
ment and production. By his initiative 
we have made our own atomic bombs.

Confronted with the hydrogen bomb, 
/ have tried to live up to Mr. Attlee's 
standard. We have started to make that 
one too. It is this grave decision which 
forms the core of the Defence Paper 
which we are discussing this afternoon. 
(Our italics).

tn fact, faced with the fait accom
pli there was little argument on the 
question of the merits of producing 
the bomb. Sir Winston himself 
seemed to be of the opinion that it 
was not only a “deterrent’ so far as

Malenkov is
J^RUSHCHEV is wasting no time in 

having history put right (in his own 
favour).

During the war. as every Russian 
knows. Malenkov was one of Stalin’s 
right-hand men in the organisation of the 
country's economic life. Krushchev had 
other duties—chiefly dealing with lack of 
enthusiasm for the war and the regime in 
the Ukraine.

Now. however, documents are appear
ing promoting Krushchev to the higher 
position fourteen years ago.

When, for instance. Marshal Koniev 
wrote recently in the Pravda about the 
State Defence Committee formed in 1941 
to direct the Soviet war effort, he had 
the boldness to "appoint” to it Krush
chev. who was not a member of the com
mittee, and to omit Malenkov's name as 
well as Beria's. In the new accounts of 
the Stalingrad battle, for the economic 
and political preparation of which Malen
kov was responsible, Krushchev's name

THE U.S. POSTMASTER 
GENERAL IS AN ASS! 

WASHINGTON, March 5.
A Californian bookseller, Mr. Harry 

Levinson, is seeking to prevent the 
United States Postmaster-General. Mr. 
Arthur Summerfield, from destroying, on 
the grounds of indecency, a rare volume 
of Lysistrata. by Aristophanes.

Lysistrata tells in comic form how the 
women of ancient Athens and Sparta 
tired of the war which their menfolk had 
been waging, banded together and agreed 
not to live with their husbands until a 
peace treaty was signed.

The copv of ptiy_i 
a London shoo, and «
bv the Los Angeles Post Office, under a 
law of 1873 which gives the United States 
Postmaster-General or his agents the 
right to censor literature or paintings sent 
through the post. Books banned under 
the law in the past include: The Arabian 
Nights, Robinson Crusoe. Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin. Tom Sawyer. ’Huckleberry Finn. 
and The Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire.

Mr. Levinson has brought a court 
suit, charging that the law is unconstitu
tional since it acts as an impediment to 
free speech. In a letter to Mr. Levinson, 
the Postmaster-General has said that the 
play contains "numerous passages which 
are plainly obscene, lewd and lascivious 
in character . . . ”—B.U.P.

The Postmaster-General has also given 
instructions that the postal authorities 
must do all in their power to prevent de
livery of copies of Pravda and Izvestia 
to persons in the United States “not 
authorised to receive them”. In a letter 
of protest to the New York Times. Mr. 
George Kennan, former head of the 
Policy Planning Staff in the State Depart
ment asks:

“Are there really people in our Gov
ernment who believe that our own politi
cal philosophy is so unconvincing, our 
attachment to it so weak, our youth so 
bewildered and gullible—and the outlook 
of our adversaries on the other hand so 

Conrinixd on p. 4

African Miners End 
Strike

'"pHE thirty thousand African strikers 
in the coppcrbelt of Northern Rho

desia have gone back to work on the 
same pay as before. The strike has been, 
in terms of immediate gain, a failure. 
But from a longer view, the experience 
gained bv the strikers, and the degree of 
organising ability and level-headedness 
they showed, will be to their advantage.

This was the longest and biggest strike 
ever staged by an African organisation, 
and it showed what they could do. And 
had it not been for the blacklegging 
operations of the European miners, to
gether with about 10.000 African volun
teers, the result might have been very 
different.

The white miners looked upon the 
struggle as a great opportunity for the 
companies to break the African's union, 
which the whites see as a threat to their 
own positions. They are apparently in
censed at the surprisingly moderate atti
tude the companies have shown in taking 
back the Africans on the same terms 
when, the white unionists maintain, the 
strike would have collapsed in another 
ten days and the companies could have 
got what terms they liked.

The white miners seem to be a little 
naive in this matter. Clearly the com
panies are employers first and white men 
second (a sensible attitude from their 
point of view) and are quite happy to 
play off African and white workers 
against each other to their own advan
tage
Some of the European workers have seen 
what their position, as trade unionists, 
should hive been. It is time for all of 
(hem to see it. and to adopt the same 
altitude as their employers. They should 
regard themselves as workers first and 
white men second.

There should be one organisation- for 
miners in the copperbelt—irrespective of 
colour. Black and white should work 
together in their common interest, and 
not allow themselves to be divided by 
superficial differences in the bosses in
terests.

Legal (and Illegal) Eavesdropping
*J-HAT singularly unpleasant method of

obtaining information—the tapping 
of telephone conversations—is used by 
the police both in this country and in 
the U.S.A. Although it has not specific 
legal sanction here, a recent Home Secre
tary claimed that authorising ‘listening- 
in’ was part of his prerogative and ad
mitted that it had been used frequently 
in the past. Evidence so obtained is not
admissible in a court of law—as is also 
the case in the Federal and higher courts
of the U.S.A, where both the police and
the F.B.I. can tap wires. State courts 
will admit such evidence. Needless to
say, information so obtained has many 
uses outside of a law court.

A recent case in New York, where a 
police raid uncovered electronic wire
tapping equipment which was capable of 
intercepting conversations on six tele
phone exchanges, has occasioned the set
ting up of an investigation committee on 
illegal wire tapping. It seems that as 
the law now stands wire tapping is only
a crime if it involves the old-fashioned 
method of cutting into a telephone wire; 
whereas modern devices make it possible 
from a distance of several hundred yards 
without involving any cutting.

The news of the original raid was not
made public until a week after it hap
pened—and then only because the in
formation leaked to an unofficial body, 
the New York Anti-Crime Committee 
who submitted a memorandum on wire 
tapping to leading New York politicians 
which mentioned the case. It seemed
that someone was anxious to keep things 
quiet.

The investigating committee, according
to some reports, is likely to rake up as 
much dirt as the famous Seabury investi-
> ation into New York vice of the 1930’s.
Wire tapping, both legal and illegal, is 
very much more widespread than those

THE LAW HAS NO HEART
A CH t SI E R'Court "Mania! Ta sFweek 

sentenced a nineteen-year-old Nat
ional Service soldier to nine months de
tention for “wilfully maiming himself to 
render himself unfit for service". He 
was said to have put his foot on a rail
way line and a train ran over it, as a 
result of which he lost two toes and part 
of a third. His injuries however did not 
render him unfit to warrant his discharge. 

The youth’s defending officer said that 
he had been three months in the army.

Mb9,H of the 252 columns of
Hansard taken up by last 

week’s debate in the House of Com
mons reads like some surrealistic 
fantasy by Lewis Carroll, with the 
difference that the Debate was fan
tastic reality. That the people of 
this country place confidence (and 
their lives) in the hands of the gov
ernment and their “representatives” 
can only be explained by the fact 
that very rarely do they undertake 
to read the full report of a debate, 
contenting themselves with the high- 
spots selected for them by the daily 
Press, more often than not coloured 
by the particular newspaper’s 
opinions and personal dislikes. The 
real issues in the debate, concerning 
the military policy of this country 
has been completely swamped by 
the “Bevan-Attlee struggle”. Yet in 
fact Mr. Bevan’s contribution occu
pies only nine columns of Hansard 
out of 252, and what is more his 
speech occurred la|e in the debate 
when other Labour Party speakers 
had already asked questions Similar 
to the ones he was to ask. But the w 
Press’ spotlight was directed on Mr. 
Bevan for reasons which are not 
difficult to seek.

The debate was, as are all such 
debates, notable for the accusations

Ministers by ex-Ministers and vice 
versa, each attempting to justify his 
actions when in office, blaming his 
successor or predecessor depending 
whether he was out of office or in. 
Even when they discuss the Hydro
gen Bomb these petty men seem 
more concerned with personal vanity 
than the issues at stake: of scoring

oppose any re, 
tion that follows 
sion. The reluctani 
will be reinforced . 
tance to abandon aOy familiar form of 
defence—even though these provide no 
real safety. ~

I can well understand such hesitation 
to accept the logic 'of the atomic era 
After devoting 40 yfears to the study of 
warfare, it is not |asy to face up to 
the fact that this Accumulated know
ledge has become useless.

The Labour ^x-War Minister, 
Mr. Strachey. said much the same 
thing: 1

I was arguing tffit the role of the 
Services had been Altered. The White 
Paper says that it has not been. If hon. 
Members opposite really think that the 
invention of the hvdrogen bomb has 
made no radical change in the role of 
the Services. I find it-very difficult to be
lieve that I can ojen their minds to

What does that preposterous sentence 
really mean? It means that the great 
military interests are still writing • White 
Papers and Defence Estimates—and they 
arc vested military interests. I do not 
want to attack them; in many ways they 
are perfectly legitimate and natural in
terests.

But he went on to deplore the 
fact that apparently not even the 
hydrogen bomb could “shift the 
dead weight of military tradition” 
even though as another member re- 

Continued on p. 3

was the youngest of “a happy family of 
five children and had found army life 
unsettling

Anyone other than a military court 
would have realised how desperate the 
youth must have been to have done what 
he did. But their minds do not work 
along these lines. For them, to show 
understanding in such a case might give 
an excuse to every youth called up to 
put their feet under the wheels of a tram. 
And therefore an “example” must be 
made of those whose desperation drives 
them to such extremes. The Army 
authorities have now taken upon them
selves the responsibility of breakirg 
down this youth in a detention camp. 
But have we, the public, no responsi
bility if in the course of his detention 
this youth is driven into taking even 
more drastic measures to escape from 
military service?

in authority have cared to admit up till 
now. According to a New York Times 
report (22/2/55):

'In a joint statement to-day the two 
spokesmen for the Republican legislative 
majorities said the committee would 
undertake a far-reaching, penetrating in
quiry into “an area where unconstitu
tional invasions of tfie personal privacy 
of law-abiding citizens warrant drastic 
action against the highly skilled, profes
sional Peeping Toms and those who hire 
their scurrilous services.”

The information on which the two 
leaders are basing their resolution was 
furnished principally by the New York 
City Anti-Crime Committee, which has 
been making its own investigation of 
wiretapping. Last week's disclosures of 
a tapping centre in New York City did 
a great deal to remove any doubts as to 
the need for such an inquiry.

In to-day's statement explaining their 
purposes. Senator Mahoney and Speaker 
Heck said :

The increasing use of wire-tapping 
and other technically fantastic electronic 
listening devices apparently has become 
a standard modus operandi for some 
business pirates, social scavengers and un
scrupulous political opportunists.

There has even been evidence of im
proper and unethical abuses, in some in
stances. by those legally permitted to use 
wire-tapping. This is authorized by law 
in order to utilize most effectively the 
processes of injustice for the protection 
of society. In the wrong hands—or its 
irresponsible use in legal hands—wire
tapping obviously can have the danger
ous and damaging opposite effect

To many people this odious power of 
eavesdropping at will—quite apart from 
its obvious illegal possibilities, such as 
blackmail—is dangerous whoever may be 
exercising it. And it can be particularly 
dangerous when used by authority whose 
power for making use of such informa
tion is so great. M.G.W.

(see also American letter p. 3)
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health and low life expectancy that ex
ists in India, even from an economic 
point of view.

More significantly relevant to the 
standard of living is the employment of 
so many in the armed forces, banking, 
insurance, and the other socially value
less activities so essential to a capitalist 
economy. To some extent we are suf
fering from the apalling economic con
ditions of the inter-war slump years. 
During the 1930’s, the birth rate was low 
due to large-scale emigration, workers 
leaving their home town in search of 
employment, and the simple impossi
bility of rearing young children in such 
conditions. The politicians who talk so 
much now would do better to reflect on 
this.

in the years immediately preceding the 
war. and has since increased, as steeply 
almost as in the last stages of the fall. 
It appears that the increase is not entirely 
due to the after effects of the war. 

Increased use of birth control techni
ques. the decline in infant mortality-, and 
increased life expectancy due to impro
ved nutrition and health, are producing* 
a new equilibrium state in which the age 
group distribution differs from that of 60 
years ago in containing a higher propor
tion of people in the higher age groups 
But the better health which exists

fighting against Fascism, they are 
not fighting for the same things; the 
bourgeois is fighting for bourgeois 
democracy, i.e. capitalism, the work
er in so far as he understands the 
issues, for Socialism."4

1N our last issue we quoted at great
length from Homage to Catalo

nia in order to illustrate the impact 
on Orwell of the Spanish revolution 
and in particular of Spanish anar
chism. Spain made a deep impres
sion on him in a variety of wavs— 
the experience of revolutionary Bar
celona (“There was much in it that 
I did not understand, in some ways 
I did not even like it. but 1 recog
nised it immediately as a state of 
affairs worth fighting for"): his fel
low volunteers, especially the Italian 
militiamen he met the day before he 
enlisted, and Georges Kopp, his Bel
gian commandant; the Spanish 
workers (“A Spaniard’s generosity, 
in the ordinary sense of the word, is 
at times almost embarrassing . . . 
And beyond this there is generosity 
in a deeper sense, a real largeness of 
spirit . . . "); the counter-revolution
ary nature of Communism; the war
mongering of the Left-wing intelli
gentsia outside Spain: the falsifica
tion of history (“I remember saying 
once to Arthur Koestler. History 
stopped in 1936', at which he nod
ded in immediate understanding"). 
Ultimately his feelings were not of 
disillusionment:

This war in which 1 played so ineffec
tual a part, has left me with memories 
that are mostly evil, and yet I do not 
wish that 1 had missed it. When you 
have had a glimpse of such a disaster as 
this—and however it ends the Spanish 
war will turn out to have been an appall
ing disaster, quite apart from the slaugh
ter and physical suffering—the result is 
not necessarily disillusionment and cyni
cism. Curiously enough the whole ex
perience has left me with not less but 
more belief in the decency of human 
beings.1

This leads him to examine the 
meaning of socialism once again in 
the spirit of The Road to Wigan 
Pier. \\ nat was it really that had so 
stirred and moved him in Spain?

One had been in a community where 
hope was more normal than apathy or 
cy nicism, where the word 'comrade' stood 
for comradeship and not. as in most 
countries, for humbug. One had breath
ed the air of equality. I am well aware 
that it is now the fashion to deny that 
Socialism has anything to do with equal
ity. In every country in the world a 
huge tribe of party-hacks and sleek little 
professors are busy proving’ that Social
ism means no more than a planned State
capitalism with the grab-motive left in-
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Y^ARS ago. before the last war. I read 
with great interest and pleasure 

F. A. Ridley's incisive historical account. 
The Jesuiis—a study in counter-revolu
tion. and its successor. The Assassins, 
which was. by reason of the similarity of 
subjects, something of a companion 
volume.

Now. I am very glad to see. The 
Assassins has been reprinted, and. upon 
reading the new edition. I can find no 
reason to alter the high opinion which I 
formed of (he book on its first publica
tion. It remains one of the most com
plete. and certainly the most readable, 
of all the accounts of the strange sect of 
religio-political conspirators who, from 
the mountain retreats of the so-called 
"Old Man of the Mountain’*, terrorised 
the whole of the near and middle East 
for several centuries of the middle ages. 

Ridley very ably discourses on the 
history of the Assassins and on other 
methods of politics-by-dagger. He as
sembles all the necessary historical evi
dence to present a well-rounded picture 
of the order in the palmy days of the 
“eirthly paradise” of Alamut, and he 
dissects the paradox of a sect which, in 
order to preserve unsullied a fundament- 
a’ly conservative political attitude, per- 
lected a technique of “direct action” that 
has since been used by many revolution
ary (and equally many counter-revolu
tionary) movements in the attainment of 
their ends. He also collects a great deal 
of interesting evidence which suggests 
that underlying the open conservatism of 
the Sheikh-al-Jebal there was on esoteric 
doctrine, shared only by the elect, of 
religious free-thought and social com
munism.

Ridley also traces some interesting 
common points between the techniques 
and organisation of the Assassins and 
those of a number of other movements, 
like the Jesuits and the Templars, which 
may well have borrowed from the Assas
sins through direct or indirect channels. 
And he goes on to show the parallels, 
probably accidental, which exist between 
later terrorist movements and that of the 
Sbcikh-al-Jebal.

It is here that I find the only reason to 
join issue on points of fact with Ridley.
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MacDougall's Rats and E.S.P.
EXPERIMENTING with 32 genera

tions of rats over 20 years ago. 
Professor MacDougall of North Carolina 
concluded that learning capacity was in
creased by training over successive gene
rations. a Lamarkian conclusion which 
contradicted the generally accepted view 
that acquired skills cannot be inherited. 
The essential experiment was to put rats 
into a water tank from which they could 
eScape up cither of two ladders. One of 
the ladders was illuminated but adminis
tered an electric shock, while the safe 
ladder was kept in semi-darkness. The 
learning accomplishment was to associate 
absence of light with a more comfortable 
escape from the tank. Others repeated 
his experiment with negative results but 
it was not until recently that the correct 
explanation was established by Professor 
Agar at Melbourne University. In his 
experiment he maintained two independ
ently bred lines of rats, using one line 
for rats which underwent training and 
the other for rats which didn’t. A num
ber of rats from each generation of the 
untrained line were tested for learning 
capacity like the others but these were 
not used for breeding.

Up to the 12th generation both lines 
showed some improvement in learning 
capacity, from then until the 28th gene
ration the trained line did progressively 
better than the other, but after that both 
lines learned more slowly and he differ
ence between them disappeared. A gene
ral study of all the rats showed that at 
least three independent differences of a 
hereditary kind had appeared and that 
the variation in learning capacity was not 
an acquired characteristic but due to 
hereditary variation. This showed that 
MacDougall’s assumption, that inbred 
lines of laboratory animals would remain 
unaltered over successive generations was 
unwarranted.

Rhine’s well-known work on extra
sensory perception was based on the as
sumption that people would guess num
bers in a random manner. This has 
since been shown to be false thus to 
some extent invalidating his conclusions 
although not necessarily disproving E.S.P. 
In both cases it was the failure of other 
workers to repeat the results which 
pointed to the possibility of there being 
a mistaken assumption in the original 
experiment.

As all scientific work involves making 
innumerable assumptions, any of which 
may be later shown to be false, anarch
ists should be very careful when they use 
the results of scientific experiments to 
illustrate the validity of the anarchist 
case. Bios.

in itself be enough to show one how 
the land lay. In essence it was a class 
war. If it had been won. the cause of 
the common peopb everywhere would 
have been strengthened. It was lost, and 
the dividend-drawers all over the world 
nibbed their hands, That was the real 
issue; all else was fffOth on its surface . . . 
The much-publicised disunity on the 
Government side was not a main cause 
of defeat. The Government militias 
were hurriedly raised, ill-armed and un
imaginative in ihcir-military outlook, but 
they would have been the same if com 
plete political agreement had existed 
from the start . . . The Trotskyist thesis 
that the war could have been won if the 
revolution had not been sabotaged was 
probably false. To nationalise factories, 
demolish churches, and issue revolution
ary manifestoes wduld not have made 
the armies more efficient. The Fascists 
won because they were the-stronger; they 
had modern arms and the others hadn't. 
No political strategy could offset that.-3

!
VV7E find the frequently expressed fear 

that there will soon be too many 
old people in this country, very confus
ing. This does not.presumably refer to 
the regrettable fact that none of us are 
as young as we were, but to the overall 
effect of the declining death and birth 
rates. What arc the facts? The birth 
rate after falling more or less continu
ously for nearly 60 years, levelled out

THE ASSASSINS, by F. A. Rid- 
Puhlished by the Author 

at 65 Grays Inn Building, 
Avenue. London,

is. 6d.

No one in his senses supposed 4hat 
there was any hope of democracy, even 
as we understand it in England or France, 
m a country so divided and exhausted as 
Spain would he when the war was over. 
It would have Io he a dictatorship, and 
it was clear that the chance of a working
class dictatorship had passed. That 
meant that the general movement would 
be in the direction of some kind of Fas
cism. Fascism called, no doubt, by some 
politer name, and—because this was 
Spain—more human and less efficient 
than the German or Italian varieties. 
The only alternatives were an infinitely 
worse dictatorship by Franco, or (always 
a possibility) that the war would end 
with Spain divided up. either by actual 
frontiers or into economic zones . . . 
Whichever way you took it. it was a 
depressing outlook. But it did not fol
low that the Government was not worth 
fighting for as against the more npked 
and developed Fascism of Franco and 
Hitler. Whatever faults the post-war 
Government might have. Franco's fegime 
would certainly be worse. To the work
ers—the town proletariat—it might in the 
end make verv little difference who won. 
hut Spain is primarily an agricultural 
country and the peasants would almost 
certainly benefit by a Government vic
tory.5

POLICE POWERS & YOUR RIGHTS 
In the review of the N.C.C.L. publica

tion printed in last week’s issue we 
omitted to include the title which is: 
Handbook of Citizens’ Rights—A guide 
to the Law for the Man in the Street. 
(N.C.C.L., Price 2/6d.).

FREEDOM
These quotations reveal very 

clearly the difference between Or
well’s attitude—the acceptance of 
the lesser evil—and the point of 
view adopted by anarchist writers 
in this country. Herbert Read, for 
instance draws from a similar ap
praisal of the situation, the opposite 
conclusion:

. . . the defeat of the Spanish Gov
ernment, regrettable in that it leaves the 
power of the State in still more ruthless 
hands, is to be looked upon with a 
certain indifference; for in the process 
of defending its existence the Spanish 
Government had created, in the form of 
a standing army and a secret police, all 
the instruments of oppression, and there 
was little prospect that these instruments 
would have been discarded by the par
ticular group of men who would have 
been in control if the war had ended in 
a government victory.6

Orwell admitted,
that, "The fact is that every war 
suffers a kind of progressive degra
dation with every month that it con
tinues, because such things as indi
vidual liberty and a truthful press 
are simply not compatible with mili
tary efficiency.”7 The question is, 
how far can this progressive degra
dation continue before one must 
withdraw one’s support? The lead
ers of the C.N.T.-F.A.I. took the 
view, as Vernon Richards says in his 

Continued on p. 3

Rain Making
SCIENTISTS are trying to help those 

farmers who have had to watch 
large cloud masses pass by overhead 
while their crops languished for lack of 
rain, as a parliamentary under secretary 
recently announced that in the Spring it 
was hoped to hold the first trials in arti
ficial rain-making in cloudy weather in 
the region of Salisbury Plain.

A cloud will only produce rain when 
the clouds of water vapour rise high 
enough for the temperature to drop 
sufficiently for ice crystals to form. If 
this height and temperature are not 
achieved the drops’ of rain fall so slowly 
that they evaporate before they reach the 
earth’s surface. Low flying clouds rarely 
produce rain and the object in artificial 
rain-making is to lower the temperature 
sufficiently for the formation of crystals 
or large drops. This can be done by 
spraying cloud bases with solid carbon 
dioxide, calcium chloride (a hygroscopic 
substance which by absorbing water en
ables large drops to form), a smoke, 
microscopic silver iodide crystals, or even 
water. All these methods require that 
the clouds are already in a suitable posi
tion. which depends on the wind, the 
earth's motion, and the ocean currents, 
all of which are still outside man’s con
trol.

It is clear that such rain-making is still 
of very limited practical value. In the 
Salisbury Plain scheme it is only hoped 
to produce a slight increase in rainfall 
which would be detectable only by care
ful measurements over a long period of 
time. Desert areas are more likely to 
benefit from irrigation schemes, but the 
work is increasing our knowledge of the 
natural history and physical properties

But fortunately there also exists 
a vision of Socialism quite different from 
this. The thing that attracts ordinary 
men to Socialism and makes them willing 
to risk their skins for it. the mystique’ 
of Socialism, is the idea of equality; to 
the vast majority of people Socialism 
means a classless society, or it means 
nothing at all. And it was here that 
those few months in the militia were 
valuable to me. For the Spanish 
militias, while they lasted, were a sort 
of microcosm of a classless society. In 
that community where no one was on 
the make, where there was a shortage of 
everything hut no privilege and no boot
licking. one got. perhaps a crude forecast 
of what the opening stages of Socialism 
might be like. And. after all. instead of 
disillusioning me it deeply attracted me. 
The effect was to make my desire to sec 
Socialism established much more actual 
than it had been before. Partly, per
haps. this was due to the good luck of 
being among Spaniards, who. with their 
innate decency and their ever-present 
Anarchist tinge, would make even the 
opening stages of Socialism tolerable if 
they had the chance.-

“Well, they fought to the end all 
right." he remarks, looking back six 
years later, “For the last eighteen 
months of the war the Republican 
armies must have been fighting al
most without cigarettes, and with 
precious little food.” And he re
flects :

When one thinks of the cruelty, 
squalor, and futility of war—and in this 
particular case of the intrigues, the per
secutions, the lies and the misunderstand
ings—there is always the temptation to 
say: ‘One side is as bad as the other. 1 
am neutral'. In practice, however, one 
cannot be neutral, and there is hardly 
such a thing as a war in which it makes 
no difference who wins. Nearly always 
one side stands more or less for progress, 
the other side more or less for reaction. 
The hatred which the Spanish Republic 
excited in millionaires, dukes, cardinals. 
pia\-boys. Blimps, and what-not would

And the ultimate outcome? Or
well described the talk of a ‘war for 
democracy' as pTain eyewash. ‘‘In 
any serious emergency the contradic
tion implied in the Popular Front 
is bound to make itself felt." he 
wrote in 1937. “For even when the 
worker and the bourgeois are both

One of the conspiratorial movements he 
describes is “The Nihilists", and he be
gins this passage with the statement that: 
"Distinct resemblances exist between the 
Assassins and the modern Russian move
ment of Anarchism or Nihilism, which 
carried on a reign of terror against the 
Tzars and the dominant classes in Rus
sia throughout the second half of the 
nineteenth century . . . Tzar Alexander 
the Second (1881), Grand Dukes, leading 
statesmen such as the Prime Minster. 
Stolypin (1911), high police officials, 
etc., were murdered by these terrorist 
intellectuals, prior to the rise of the 
mass movement of Bolshevism in the 
present century.”

This account is historically incorrect on 
a number of points. First, Anarchism 
was not a Russian movement by origin; 
it stemmed from the ideas of Proudhon, 
and, though it was largely fostered by 
two outstanding Russians. Bakunin and 
Kropotkin, both of these became con
verted to Anarchism in western Europe 
and carried out most of their work out
side their native country. It was not 
until very late in the nineteenth century, 
long after the terrorist campaigns had 
begun in Russia, that anything in the 
shape of a large anarchist movement 
grew up there.

Nor can Anarchists be equated with 
Nihilists. In the correct meaning of the 
term “Nihilist”, it can only be applied to 
that philosophical movement among 
Russian intellectuals, denying all the 
basic assumptions of orthodoxy, which 
arose during the 1860’s and was portray
ed by Turgenev in Fathers and Sons.

The movement commonly called 
Nihilist”, and asspeiated with most of 

the terrorist acts that Ridley mentions, 
was actually the Narodnaya Volya, the 
Party of the People’s Will, a group which 
was certainly not anarchist in any strict 
sense of the word, since its militants, 
including the slayers of Alexander II. 
wished to use their terrorist tactics in 
order to force the Tzar to grant con
stitutional government. They were, in 
fact.-liberals whom the circumstances had 
forced into a course of violence.

I know Ridley’s friendliness towards 
the Anarchists too well to suggest that 
he has here attempted any deliberate mis
representation. and. having registered this 
one point of historical disagreement, 1 
would end by once more recommending 
this book to all those who are interested 
in an account of one of the most curious 
ard fascinating byways of political action. 

George Woodcock.
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It can be taken for granted that within 
a very few years it will be possible for 
anyone interested (and willing to go to 
the trouble) to make a record of every 
sound we speak and noise we make for

r,r<

v

New York who are careful not to reveal 
too much of their thoughts at any time 
on the telephone, for to he called sub
versive means to risk being considered 
a security risk, and this for people work
ing in certain occupations means losing 
their job. The case rests on the defini
tion that may be applied at any time to 
the word subversive. There is some 
organization which yesterday was scath
ingly referred to as subversive by a 
member of the Senate, because it was 
working for Fabian Socialism”. Yet

one has the feeling that this has a 
touch of the Old Guard about it and as 
I suggested last time it is probable that 
the security panic is subsiding.

As things are at present there is 
a tacit understanding between them and 
the police that they will be arrested every 
so often and hauled before the magis
trate and pay their fines, and give no 
trouble, in return for being allowed to 
walk the streets. As to what other ar
rangements are made on the side only 
they, their “men" and the police know 
the exact details, and it pays none of 
them to spill the beans. The girls accept 
the fines and the rest (not forgetting the 
enormous rents they pay) as part of their 
overheads. They may feel that they are 
being fleeced, but so Jone as they can 
make enough money to meet their over
heads and have enough over to sal’ away 
for the day when they will be able to 
open up a club or cafe of their own. 
they will accept the situation. The police 
know this and can feel fairly sure that 
there will be no sensational disclosures. 
But occasionally things do go wrong. 
One wonders whether Mr. Stokes has an 
Inspector Goddard case up his sleeve*

’ ■

Footnote on Harvey Matusow: legal 
experts are reported to have found no 
way to prosecute him nor anything to 
prosecute him for. They have concluded 
that swearing on oath to each of two 
self-contradictory statements cannot be 
considered perjury. One of the state
ments has to be proved a lie.

people with traditional ideas on the 
rights” of privacy, b{jt it will become 

very quickly apparent that these rights are 
no more than habits vVe have fallen into 
because of the inefficient scientific techni
ques we have been contented with. People 
will defend Private Conversation as some

thing sacred. (After all, we may hear, where 
would Moses have betn if there was a 
microphone hidden in the burning bush?) 
An Englishman’s voice is his fortress, 
they will say. An elab irate act of con
stitutional guarantees will be proclaimed 
to make us safe for all time from the 
undemocratic practice of aural intrusion, 
and. perhaps, we will wreathe a sigh of 
relief, unheard and unrecorded, except 
that possibly may the pblice not have got 
permission from the magistrates' 
court

ticklish problem;
If there is an advance by the Red 

Army we shall have to drop bombs on 
the Red Army wherever it may be. My 
point is that it is surely better, if bombs 
are to be dropped, to drop them only 
on the Continent, and not on Britain and 
on the United States and the U.S.S.R. 
That is something. I should have thought, 
that we should have been agreed about. 
[Laughter.] I ask hon. Members to think 
twice before laughing about this.

One cannot imagine that the 
French or German people who 
would be at the receiving end of 
these bombs, would find the sugges
tion a laughing matter. (But then 
perhaps we have almost reached the 
stage where such a proposal might 
well be considered “inspired states
manship” on the grounds that only 
100 million people would thus be 
slaughtered, as against the whole of 
humanity in an “all out” nuclear 
war).

New York, March. J T seems that our ideas about privacy 
are due for another revision; A few 

weeks ago a tip to the New York City 
pollut'd them to a private wire-lapping 
centre ’ operated, one does not know 
whether legally or illegally, by some 
people interested in the private lives of 
residents of the Upper East Side. Equip
ped with a hundred thousand dollars 
worth of the latest electronic gadgets and 
with private arrangements made with 
operators in six New York telephone ex
changes these master minds could listen 
in at will and record the conversations 
of—who were they? Rival gangsters. 
hiuLSrs men. communists? The finer 
detail* -have not come out hut the whole 
subject of wire-tapping is obviously going 
to have some legislation. Officially ille
gal it has not until recently provoked 
much comment since it was believed that 
little of it went on except by permisson 
of a piagistrate, given to the police upon 
request. Sensible people for instance 
have always condemned the practice of 
listening in to a Senator’s telephone calls 
and it will he remembered that Senator 
McCarthy was able to let off very effec
tive steam when he found that his oppo
nents in the Army investigation had a 
written record of the sometimes indeli
cate conversations from his office, the 
most immoral act he has yet heard of, 
he called it.

Still, the accepted methods until now 
have involved the actual cutting in on 
the circuit of two people speaking on a 
telephone. It is now much less cumber
some although a technique still in the 
early stages of development, to listen in 
with the new ultra-sensitive microphones 
that can amplify with ease both sides of 
a conversation taking place inside a 
public phone box 20 or more feet away. 
If a couple of suspects are talking out 
of doors their sounds can be picked up 
by means of parabolic sound reflectors a 
hundred yards away in a restaurant or 
crowded street: and it is reported that

ed in blind obedience to leaders; by the 
militarisation of the rearguard, and the 
censorship of the aod _jpf opinion;
when secret prisons arc connived at. and 
to express criticisms is considered High 
Treason (as in the trial of the P.O.U.M. 
leaders); before that stage has been 
reached, anarchists who are not afraid of 
unpopularity or the ‘Judgment of history' 
should declare their inability to co
operate. and conduct their struggles 
against both fegimes in whatever way 
they consider consistent with their aspir
ations and their principles.10
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I hear, “but that is different, 
because if you were saying something 
you shouldn’t, then tWfe police have the 
right to overhear you

“But you said yoirrbelieved in Free 
Speech.”

Yes I do. 
Speech

As long as wire-tapping was confined 
to the telephone wire the solution was 
simple: one just did not say anything 
that might be incriminating over the 
telephone and by incriminating I am now 
referring to anything that might he called 
subversive. I have several friends in

3
an indefinitely long period of time and 
without our knowledge. There will be 
“safeguards”, of course, hut the fact that 
technology has made the action possible 
makes also its justification probable. The 
result is anyone's guess. Mine is firstly 
that speech will become more standard
ized, less colloquial and sensitive, and 
finally dehumanized (I am caught with 
an example of what I mean); secondly 
that obscenity will disappear in all but 
a few incorrigihles, probably anarchists.

War is
society.

The menace to world peace is not 
the Hydrogen bomb but the struc
ture of our society and it is this that 
needs to undergo revolutionary 
changes it we wish to banish the 
horrors of war from the face of the 
earth.

our minds, the H-bomb propa
ganda is having the serious 

effect on the public of confusing the 
means with the ends. The politi
cians are trying to make us believe 
that war or peace are dependent on 
the H-bomb. But weapons are in 
fact still the means for waging wars, 
not the causes of war. The causes 
are still power politics, vested inter
ests, flumps; causes which, we will 
go on repeating, existed before Hit
ler, before Stalin. Power politics is 
as much the vice of democracy as of 
the totalitarian regimes and is at the 
very foundations of the class society, 

an integral part of such a

underworld characters who until now 
have often conducted, their deals in a 
hotel bathroom against a background of 
taps, showers, lavatories and air-condi
tioners can do so np more, since a 
pocket-size noise analyser in the suite 
next door can select only those frequen
cies of the human voice that the listener 
wishes to hear.

Thus a whole new Area of privacy is 
under attack and the invasion has

J^JR R. R STOKES. M.P. asked the
Home Secretary last week to what 

extent the whole prostitution organisation 
in London's West End "is run with the 
knowledge ard approval of the police 
Pressed by Major Lloyd George to with
draw these offensive reflections on a “fine 
force” Mr. Stokes was even more ex
plicit :

I want to know whether you can deny 
that the whole of this prostitution organ
isation is not within the knowledge of 
the police, and connived at by them?

The Home Secretary refuted the charge 
in a sentence, but Mr. Stokes stated that 
he would raise the matter again. The 
problem of producing evidence to such 
a charge is not an easy one. principally 
because the evidence would have to come 
from the prostitutes themselves, who. 
apart from the fact that their word 
would carry little weight against that of 
our “fine force”, have to consider the 
effects such disclosures would have on 
their ability to continue their “profes-

Z '9

The war came, and. late in 1939. 
Orwell wrote:

While I have been writing this book 
another European war has broken out. 
It will either last several years and tear 
Western civilisation to pieces or it will 
end inconclusively and prepare the way 
for yet another war which will do the 
job once and for all. But war is only 
‘peace intensified’. What is quite obvi
ously happening, war or no war, is the 
break-up of laissez-faire capitalism and 
of the Liberal-Christian culture. Until 
recently the full implications of this were 
not foreseen, because it was generally 
imagined that Socialism could preserve 
and even enlarge the atmosphere of 
liberalism. It is now beginning to be 
realized how false this idea was. Almost 
certainly we are moving into an age of 
totalitarian dictatorships—an age in 
which freedom of thought will be at first 
a deadly sin and later on a meaningless 
abstraction. The autonomous individual 
is going to be stamped out of existence.16
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But soon afterwards he wrote in 

a different tone about the war whose 
coming he had expected for so long. 
His wartime political attitude will be 
discussed in our next issue. 
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Lessons of the Spanish Revolution, 

anything was preferable to 
Franco, that every compromise 
should be made in the name of unity 
and for victory over Franco, justify
ing this position on the grounds that 
defeat by Franco meant also the 
defeat of all the revolutionary gains 
made by the workers.”8 Orwell 
witnessed the implications of this 
point of view, one might say that he 
experienced them, considering the 
manner of his own departure and 
the fate of his friends:

The jails were places that could only 
be described as dungeons. In England 
you would have to go back to the eigh
teenth century to find anything com
parable. People were penned together 
in small rooms where there was barely 
space for them to lie down, and often 
they were kept in cellars and other 
places. This was not as a temporary 
measure—there were cases of people 
being kept four and five months almost 
without sight of daylight . . .

Smillie’s death is not a thing I can 
easily forgive. Here was this brave and 
gifted boy . . . who had done his job 
at the front with faultless courage and 
willingness; and all they could find to do 
with him was to fling him into jail and 
let him die like a neglected animal . . .

As I write, six months after the event. 
Kopp (if he has not been shot) is still 
in jail, untried and uncharged. At the 
beginning we had two or three letters 
from him. smuggled out by released pri
soners and posted in France. They all 
told (he same story—imprisonment in 
filthy dark dens, bad and insufficient 
food, serious illness due to the condi
tions of imprisonment, and refusal of 
medical attention . . . More recently he 
disappeared into one of the ‘secret prisons' 
with which it seems impossible to make 
any kind of communication. His case is 
the case of scores or hundreds of for
eigners and no one knows how many 
thousands of Spaniards.9

Despite this, Orwell declares that 
one cannot say. ‘One side is as bad 
as the other. 1 am neutral’. The 
anarchist attitude is not one of neu
trality. but of hostility to both 
sides:

We believe that anarchists can only 
participate in those struggles which are 
the expression of a people's will to free
dom and justice. But when such strug
gles should be organised and conducted 
with the same ruthlessness as that of the 
enemy, with armies of conscripts school-

I • I -I

VESTED INTERESTS
AND THE BOMB 

■V* Continued from p. ]
minded the House the U.S. experi
ments had shown that "a battleship 
can be plucked out of the
thrown in again on its stern, turned 
over and sunk” by the H-bomb!

There was, however, a large mea
sure of support for retaining the 
military set-up in Western Europe 
even though there was no intention 

of being able to match
Russian strenglh in equipment or 
man-power. The question then arose 
as to the meaning of the word “ag
gression" in paragraph 19 of the 
White Paper which reads:

“The knowledge that aggression 
will be met by overwhelming 
nuclear retaliation is the surest guar
antee that it will not lake place".

Did it mean, asked a number of 
Labour M.P.s, that aggression with 
conventional weapons would be met 
with nuclear retaliation? Some said 
yes, others said wait and see. But 
neither the Government nor Mr. 
Attlee said “No!" This question 
was a blow below the belt for if the 
would-be aggressor were told that 
any attack would be answered with 
a few H-bombs then what would be 
the advantage of launching his at
tack with conventional weapons, 
since he would be giving the other 
side the opportunity to strike the 
first crippling nuclear blow which 
might make retaliation impossible. 
So the “deterrent" effect of the H- 
bomb becomes very slender indeed 
since there is no way of pre
venting an aggressor from dropping 
the bombs except by becoming the 
aggressor and dropping it before he 
does! And how and who is to de
termine when the other side is aboul 
to become the aggressor so as to 
forestall him?

One Labour Member, Mr. Healey, 
suggested a way out of this very

JN 1939 in a mood different from 
that of Homage to Catalonia and 

that of his later reminiscences of 
Spain. Orwell wrote:

One question that i$ still not satisfac
torily answered is why the war went on 
so long. After the beginning of 1938 it 
was obvious to anyone with any military 
knowledge that the Government could 
not win, and even by the summer of 1937 
the odds were in Franco’s favour. Did 
the mass of the Spanish people really 
feel that even the atrocious sufferings of 
the later part of the war were prefer
able to surrender—or did they continue 
to fight at least partly because the whole 
of Left-wing opinion from Moscow to 
New York was driving them on?11

And he reflects that the average 
man in relation to war is simply a 
victim. “How many millions of 
people in Spain and elsewhere." he 
asks, in a different mood from that 
of his other writings on Spain, “are 
now looking back on the Spanish 
war and asking themselves what the 
devil it was all about? . . . Looking 
back on casual contracts with pea
sants, shopkeepers, street-hawkers, 
even militiamen. 1 now suspect that 
great numbers of these people had 
no feelings about the war whatever, 
except a wish that it were over."1-’ 
Meanwhile another, greater war had 
broken out, the war which had 
haunted him for years.

At any rate. I have known since about 
1931 (Spender says he has known since 
1929) that the future must be catastro
phic. I could not say exactly what wars 
and revolutions would happen, but they 
never surprised me when they came. 
Since 1934 I have known war between 
England and Germany was coming, and 
since 1936 1 have known it with com
plete certainty. I could feel it in my 
belly, and the chatter of the pacifists on

the one hand, and the Popular Front 
people who pretended to fear that Britain 
was preparing for war against Russia on 
the other, never deceived me.15

This feeling runs through h.'s e-trly 
novels. Tn F9T5~he wrote in Keep 
the Aspidistra Flving:

But what is behind the g in? Desola
tion. emptiness, prophecies of doom. For 
can you not see. if you know how to 
look, that behind that slick self-satisfac
tion, that tittering fat-bellied irivil'ity. 
there is nothing but a frightful emptiness, 
a secret despair? The great death-wish 
of the modern world. Suicide pacts. 
Heads stuck in gas-ovens in lonely mais
onettes. French letters and Amen Pills. 
And the reverberations of future wars. 
Enemy aeroplanes flying over London; 
the deep threatening hum of the propel
lers, the shattering thunder of the 
bombs.14

In Coming Up For Air written in 
1938-9. the war and its aftermath 
(“the kind of hate-world, slogan 
world. The coloured shirts, the 
barbed wire ... the processions and 
the posters with enormous faces"), 
nag at Orwell’s hero, George Bow
ling. like neuralgia. He goes to a 
Left-Book-Club lecture (“What he’s 
saying is merely that Hitler's after 
us and we must ail get together and 
have a good hate. Doesn't go into 
details. Leaves it all respectable. 
But what he’s seeing is something 
quite different. It’s a picture of him
self smashing people's faces in with 
a spanner"), and afterwards talks to 
a young man in the audience: 
“Mr. Bowling? Look here. If war 

broke out and we had the chance to 
smash Fascism once and for all. wouldn't 
you fight? If you were young. I mean.” 

I suppose he thinks I’m about sixty. 
You bet 1 wouldn't.” I said, “I had 

enough to go on with last time.”
But to smash Fascism!”
Oh. b------ Fascism! There's been

enough smashing done already, if you 
ask me.”

The little Trotskyist chips in 
social patriotism and betrayal of the 
workers, but the other cuts him short : 

“But you’re thinking of 1914. That 
was just an ordinary imperialist war. 
This time it’s different. Look here. When 
you hear about what’s going on in Ger
many, and the concentration camps and 
the Nazis beating people up with rubber 
truncheons and making the Jews spit in 
each others faces—doesn’t it make your 
blood boil?

They’re always going about your blood 
boiling. Just the same phrase during the 
war, 1 remember.

I went off the boil in 1916.

him. “And so’ll you when you know 
what a trench smells like.”

And then all of a sudden I seemed to 
see him. It was as if I hadn't properly 
seen him till that moment.

A very young, i _ . .
belonged to a good-looking schoolboy, 
with blue eyes and tow-coloured hair, 
gazing into mine, and for a moment 
actually he'd got tears in his eyes. Felt 
as strongly as all that about the German 
levs! But as a matter of fact I knew 
just what he felt. He’s a hefty lad. pro- 
bab’y p’ays rugger for the bank. Got 
brains, too. And here he is. a bank 
clerk in a godless suburb, sitting behind 
the frosted window, entering figures in a 
ledger, counting piles of notes, bum
sucking to the manager. Feels his life 
rotting away. And all the while, over 
in Europe, the big stuff's happening. 
Shells bursting over the trenches and 
waves of infantry charging through the 
drifts of smoke. Probablv some of his 
pals are fighting in Spain. Of course he’s 
spoiling for a war. How can \ou blame

“Ah.
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health and low life expectancy that ex
ists in India, even from an economic 
point of view.

More significantly relevant to the 
standard of living is the employment of 
so many in the armed forces, banking, 
insurance, and the other socially value
less activities so essential to a capitalist 
economy. To some extent we are suf
fering from the apalling economic con
ditions of the inter-war slump years. 
During the 1930’s, the birth rate was low 
due to large-scale emigration, workers 
leaving their home town in search of 
employment, and the simple impossi
bility of rearing young children in such 
conditions. The politicians who talk so 
much now would do better to reflect on 
this.

in the years immediately preceding the 
war. and has since increased, as steeply 
almost as in the last stages of the fall. 
It appears that the increase is not entirely 
due to the after effects of the war. 

Increased use of birth control techni
ques. the decline in infant mortality-, and 
increased life expectancy due to impro
ved nutrition and health, are producing* 
a new equilibrium state in which the age 
group distribution differs from that of 60 
years ago in containing a higher propor
tion of people in the higher age groups 
But the better health which exists

fighting against Fascism, they are 
not fighting for the same things; the 
bourgeois is fighting for bourgeois 
democracy, i.e. capitalism, the work
er in so far as he understands the 
issues, for Socialism."4

1N our last issue we quoted at great
length from Homage to Catalo

nia in order to illustrate the impact 
on Orwell of the Spanish revolution 
and in particular of Spanish anar
chism. Spain made a deep impres
sion on him in a variety of wavs— 
the experience of revolutionary Bar
celona (“There was much in it that 
I did not understand, in some ways 
I did not even like it. but 1 recog
nised it immediately as a state of 
affairs worth fighting for"): his fel
low volunteers, especially the Italian 
militiamen he met the day before he 
enlisted, and Georges Kopp, his Bel
gian commandant; the Spanish 
workers (“A Spaniard’s generosity, 
in the ordinary sense of the word, is 
at times almost embarrassing . . . 
And beyond this there is generosity 
in a deeper sense, a real largeness of 
spirit . . . "); the counter-revolution
ary nature of Communism; the war
mongering of the Left-wing intelli
gentsia outside Spain: the falsifica
tion of history (“I remember saying 
once to Arthur Koestler. History 
stopped in 1936', at which he nod
ded in immediate understanding"). 
Ultimately his feelings were not of 
disillusionment:

This war in which 1 played so ineffec
tual a part, has left me with memories 
that are mostly evil, and yet I do not 
wish that 1 had missed it. When you 
have had a glimpse of such a disaster as 
this—and however it ends the Spanish 
war will turn out to have been an appall
ing disaster, quite apart from the slaugh
ter and physical suffering—the result is 
not necessarily disillusionment and cyni
cism. Curiously enough the whole ex
perience has left me with not less but 
more belief in the decency of human 
beings.1

This leads him to examine the 
meaning of socialism once again in 
the spirit of The Road to Wigan 
Pier. \\ nat was it really that had so 
stirred and moved him in Spain?

One had been in a community where 
hope was more normal than apathy or 
cy nicism, where the word 'comrade' stood 
for comradeship and not. as in most 
countries, for humbug. One had breath
ed the air of equality. I am well aware 
that it is now the fashion to deny that 
Socialism has anything to do with equal
ity. In every country in the world a 
huge tribe of party-hacks and sleek little 
professors are busy proving’ that Social
ism means no more than a planned State
capitalism with the grab-motive left in-

OPEN DAILY
OPEN 10 a.m. to 6.30: 5.0 SATURDAYS 
Our latest list of second-hand and 
remaindered books is now ready. Let 
us know if you want it. All books are 
now sent post free so please get your 
books from us. We can supply any book 
required, including text-books.

New Bonks . • • 
The African Awakening

Basil Davidson 12/6 

Sccond-Hand . • . 
Crime: its Cause and Cure

i * * ^‘Clarence Darrow 3/6
The Facts of Life Paul Goodman 2/6 
Prison Anthology (ed. by
Brave New World Aldous Hurey 2/6 
Reginald Reynolds & A. G. Stock) 5/- 
A Penny for the Poor

Bertolt Brecht 2 6 
Coming Up For Air 

Georqc 
Adversary in the House

Irvinq Stone 2/6 
2/6

I

Y^ARS ago. before the last war. I read 
with great interest and pleasure 

F. A. Ridley's incisive historical account. 
The Jesuiis—a study in counter-revolu
tion. and its successor. The Assassins, 
which was. by reason of the similarity of 
subjects, something of a companion 
volume.

Now. I am very glad to see. The 
Assassins has been reprinted, and. upon 
reading the new edition. I can find no 
reason to alter the high opinion which I 
formed of (he book on its first publica
tion. It remains one of the most com
plete. and certainly the most readable, 
of all the accounts of the strange sect of 
religio-political conspirators who, from 
the mountain retreats of the so-called 
"Old Man of the Mountain’*, terrorised 
the whole of the near and middle East 
for several centuries of the middle ages. 

Ridley very ably discourses on the 
history of the Assassins and on other 
methods of politics-by-dagger. He as
sembles all the necessary historical evi
dence to present a well-rounded picture 
of the order in the palmy days of the 
“eirthly paradise” of Alamut, and he 
dissects the paradox of a sect which, in 
order to preserve unsullied a fundament- 
a’ly conservative political attitude, per- 
lected a technique of “direct action” that 
has since been used by many revolution
ary (and equally many counter-revolu
tionary) movements in the attainment of 
their ends. He also collects a great deal 
of interesting evidence which suggests 
that underlying the open conservatism of 
the Sheikh-al-Jebal there was on esoteric 
doctrine, shared only by the elect, of 
religious free-thought and social com
munism.

Ridley also traces some interesting 
common points between the techniques 
and organisation of the Assassins and 
those of a number of other movements, 
like the Jesuits and the Templars, which 
may well have borrowed from the Assas
sins through direct or indirect channels. 
And he goes on to show the parallels, 
probably accidental, which exist between 
later terrorist movements and that of the 
Sbcikh-al-Jebal.

It is here that I find the only reason to 
join issue on points of fact with Ridley.

Living Thoughts of Leo Tolstoy 
Love in Greenwich Village

Floyd .Dell 2/6
The Valley of the Moon

Jock London 4/-
V/orid Without Visa 

Jean Malaquais
Meaning and Purpose

Kenneth Walker 2/6 
Oscar Wilde 2/- 
Maxim Gorki 2/6

Grays
Rosebery
E.C.l.

MacDougall's Rats and E.S.P.
EXPERIMENTING with 32 genera

tions of rats over 20 years ago. 
Professor MacDougall of North Carolina 
concluded that learning capacity was in
creased by training over successive gene
rations. a Lamarkian conclusion which 
contradicted the generally accepted view 
that acquired skills cannot be inherited. 
The essential experiment was to put rats 
into a water tank from which they could 
eScape up cither of two ladders. One of 
the ladders was illuminated but adminis
tered an electric shock, while the safe 
ladder was kept in semi-darkness. The 
learning accomplishment was to associate 
absence of light with a more comfortable 
escape from the tank. Others repeated 
his experiment with negative results but 
it was not until recently that the correct 
explanation was established by Professor 
Agar at Melbourne University. In his 
experiment he maintained two independ
ently bred lines of rats, using one line 
for rats which underwent training and 
the other for rats which didn’t. A num
ber of rats from each generation of the 
untrained line were tested for learning 
capacity like the others but these were 
not used for breeding.

Up to the 12th generation both lines 
showed some improvement in learning 
capacity, from then until the 28th gene
ration the trained line did progressively 
better than the other, but after that both 
lines learned more slowly and he differ
ence between them disappeared. A gene
ral study of all the rats showed that at 
least three independent differences of a 
hereditary kind had appeared and that 
the variation in learning capacity was not 
an acquired characteristic but due to 
hereditary variation. This showed that 
MacDougall’s assumption, that inbred 
lines of laboratory animals would remain 
unaltered over successive generations was 
unwarranted.

Rhine’s well-known work on extra
sensory perception was based on the as
sumption that people would guess num
bers in a random manner. This has 
since been shown to be false thus to 
some extent invalidating his conclusions 
although not necessarily disproving E.S.P. 
In both cases it was the failure of other 
workers to repeat the results which 
pointed to the possibility of there being 
a mistaken assumption in the original 
experiment.

As all scientific work involves making 
innumerable assumptions, any of which 
may be later shown to be false, anarch
ists should be very careful when they use 
the results of scientific experiments to 
illustrate the validity of the anarchist 
case. Bios.

in itself be enough to show one how 
the land lay. In essence it was a class 
war. If it had been won. the cause of 
the common peopb everywhere would 
have been strengthened. It was lost, and 
the dividend-drawers all over the world 
nibbed their hands, That was the real 
issue; all else was fffOth on its surface . . . 
The much-publicised disunity on the 
Government side was not a main cause 
of defeat. The Government militias 
were hurriedly raised, ill-armed and un
imaginative in ihcir-military outlook, but 
they would have been the same if com 
plete political agreement had existed 
from the start . . . The Trotskyist thesis 
that the war could have been won if the 
revolution had not been sabotaged was 
probably false. To nationalise factories, 
demolish churches, and issue revolution
ary manifestoes wduld not have made 
the armies more efficient. The Fascists 
won because they were the-stronger; they 
had modern arms and the others hadn't. 
No political strategy could offset that.-3

!
VV7E find the frequently expressed fear 

that there will soon be too many 
old people in this country, very confus
ing. This does not.presumably refer to 
the regrettable fact that none of us are 
as young as we were, but to the overall 
effect of the declining death and birth 
rates. What arc the facts? The birth 
rate after falling more or less continu
ously for nearly 60 years, levelled out

THE ASSASSINS, by F. A. Rid- 
Puhlished by the Author 

at 65 Grays Inn Building, 
Avenue. London,

is. 6d.

No one in his senses supposed 4hat 
there was any hope of democracy, even 
as we understand it in England or France, 
m a country so divided and exhausted as 
Spain would he when the war was over. 
It would have Io he a dictatorship, and 
it was clear that the chance of a working
class dictatorship had passed. That 
meant that the general movement would 
be in the direction of some kind of Fas
cism. Fascism called, no doubt, by some 
politer name, and—because this was 
Spain—more human and less efficient 
than the German or Italian varieties. 
The only alternatives were an infinitely 
worse dictatorship by Franco, or (always 
a possibility) that the war would end 
with Spain divided up. either by actual 
frontiers or into economic zones . . . 
Whichever way you took it. it was a 
depressing outlook. But it did not fol
low that the Government was not worth 
fighting for as against the more npked 
and developed Fascism of Franco and 
Hitler. Whatever faults the post-war 
Government might have. Franco's fegime 
would certainly be worse. To the work
ers—the town proletariat—it might in the 
end make verv little difference who won. 
hut Spain is primarily an agricultural 
country and the peasants would almost 
certainly benefit by a Government vic
tory.5

POLICE POWERS & YOUR RIGHTS 
In the review of the N.C.C.L. publica

tion printed in last week’s issue we 
omitted to include the title which is: 
Handbook of Citizens’ Rights—A guide 
to the Law for the Man in the Street. 
(N.C.C.L., Price 2/6d.).

FREEDOM
These quotations reveal very 

clearly the difference between Or
well’s attitude—the acceptance of 
the lesser evil—and the point of 
view adopted by anarchist writers 
in this country. Herbert Read, for 
instance draws from a similar ap
praisal of the situation, the opposite 
conclusion:

. . . the defeat of the Spanish Gov
ernment, regrettable in that it leaves the 
power of the State in still more ruthless 
hands, is to be looked upon with a 
certain indifference; for in the process 
of defending its existence the Spanish 
Government had created, in the form of 
a standing army and a secret police, all 
the instruments of oppression, and there 
was little prospect that these instruments 
would have been discarded by the par
ticular group of men who would have 
been in control if the war had ended in 
a government victory.6

Orwell admitted,
that, "The fact is that every war 
suffers a kind of progressive degra
dation with every month that it con
tinues, because such things as indi
vidual liberty and a truthful press 
are simply not compatible with mili
tary efficiency.”7 The question is, 
how far can this progressive degra
dation continue before one must 
withdraw one’s support? The lead
ers of the C.N.T.-F.A.I. took the 
view, as Vernon Richards says in his 

Continued on p. 3

Rain Making
SCIENTISTS are trying to help those 

farmers who have had to watch 
large cloud masses pass by overhead 
while their crops languished for lack of 
rain, as a parliamentary under secretary 
recently announced that in the Spring it 
was hoped to hold the first trials in arti
ficial rain-making in cloudy weather in 
the region of Salisbury Plain.

A cloud will only produce rain when 
the clouds of water vapour rise high 
enough for the temperature to drop 
sufficiently for ice crystals to form. If 
this height and temperature are not 
achieved the drops’ of rain fall so slowly 
that they evaporate before they reach the 
earth’s surface. Low flying clouds rarely 
produce rain and the object in artificial 
rain-making is to lower the temperature 
sufficiently for the formation of crystals 
or large drops. This can be done by 
spraying cloud bases with solid carbon 
dioxide, calcium chloride (a hygroscopic 
substance which by absorbing water en
ables large drops to form), a smoke, 
microscopic silver iodide crystals, or even 
water. All these methods require that 
the clouds are already in a suitable posi
tion. which depends on the wind, the 
earth's motion, and the ocean currents, 
all of which are still outside man’s con
trol.

It is clear that such rain-making is still 
of very limited practical value. In the 
Salisbury Plain scheme it is only hoped 
to produce a slight increase in rainfall 
which would be detectable only by care
ful measurements over a long period of 
time. Desert areas are more likely to 
benefit from irrigation schemes, but the 
work is increasing our knowledge of the 
natural history and physical properties

But fortunately there also exists 
a vision of Socialism quite different from 
this. The thing that attracts ordinary 
men to Socialism and makes them willing 
to risk their skins for it. the mystique’ 
of Socialism, is the idea of equality; to 
the vast majority of people Socialism 
means a classless society, or it means 
nothing at all. And it was here that 
those few months in the militia were 
valuable to me. For the Spanish 
militias, while they lasted, were a sort 
of microcosm of a classless society. In 
that community where no one was on 
the make, where there was a shortage of 
everything hut no privilege and no boot
licking. one got. perhaps a crude forecast 
of what the opening stages of Socialism 
might be like. And. after all. instead of 
disillusioning me it deeply attracted me. 
The effect was to make my desire to sec 
Socialism established much more actual 
than it had been before. Partly, per
haps. this was due to the good luck of 
being among Spaniards, who. with their 
innate decency and their ever-present 
Anarchist tinge, would make even the 
opening stages of Socialism tolerable if 
they had the chance.-

“Well, they fought to the end all 
right." he remarks, looking back six 
years later, “For the last eighteen 
months of the war the Republican 
armies must have been fighting al
most without cigarettes, and with 
precious little food.” And he re
flects :

When one thinks of the cruelty, 
squalor, and futility of war—and in this 
particular case of the intrigues, the per
secutions, the lies and the misunderstand
ings—there is always the temptation to 
say: ‘One side is as bad as the other. 1 
am neutral'. In practice, however, one 
cannot be neutral, and there is hardly 
such a thing as a war in which it makes 
no difference who wins. Nearly always 
one side stands more or less for progress, 
the other side more or less for reaction. 
The hatred which the Spanish Republic 
excited in millionaires, dukes, cardinals. 
pia\-boys. Blimps, and what-not would

And the ultimate outcome? Or
well described the talk of a ‘war for 
democracy' as pTain eyewash. ‘‘In 
any serious emergency the contradic
tion implied in the Popular Front 
is bound to make itself felt." he 
wrote in 1937. “For even when the 
worker and the bourgeois are both

One of the conspiratorial movements he 
describes is “The Nihilists", and he be
gins this passage with the statement that: 
"Distinct resemblances exist between the 
Assassins and the modern Russian move
ment of Anarchism or Nihilism, which 
carried on a reign of terror against the 
Tzars and the dominant classes in Rus
sia throughout the second half of the 
nineteenth century . . . Tzar Alexander 
the Second (1881), Grand Dukes, leading 
statesmen such as the Prime Minster. 
Stolypin (1911), high police officials, 
etc., were murdered by these terrorist 
intellectuals, prior to the rise of the 
mass movement of Bolshevism in the 
present century.”

This account is historically incorrect on 
a number of points. First, Anarchism 
was not a Russian movement by origin; 
it stemmed from the ideas of Proudhon, 
and, though it was largely fostered by 
two outstanding Russians. Bakunin and 
Kropotkin, both of these became con
verted to Anarchism in western Europe 
and carried out most of their work out
side their native country. It was not 
until very late in the nineteenth century, 
long after the terrorist campaigns had 
begun in Russia, that anything in the 
shape of a large anarchist movement 
grew up there.

Nor can Anarchists be equated with 
Nihilists. In the correct meaning of the 
term “Nihilist”, it can only be applied to 
that philosophical movement among 
Russian intellectuals, denying all the 
basic assumptions of orthodoxy, which 
arose during the 1860’s and was portray
ed by Turgenev in Fathers and Sons.

The movement commonly called 
Nihilist”, and asspeiated with most of 

the terrorist acts that Ridley mentions, 
was actually the Narodnaya Volya, the 
Party of the People’s Will, a group which 
was certainly not anarchist in any strict 
sense of the word, since its militants, 
including the slayers of Alexander II. 
wished to use their terrorist tactics in 
order to force the Tzar to grant con
stitutional government. They were, in 
fact.-liberals whom the circumstances had 
forced into a course of violence.

I know Ridley’s friendliness towards 
the Anarchists too well to suggest that 
he has here attempted any deliberate mis
representation. and. having registered this 
one point of historical disagreement, 1 
would end by once more recommending 
this book to all those who are interested 
in an account of one of the most curious 
ard fascinating byways of political action. 

George Woodcock.

< ■
mini

■
I

AMERICAN LETTER

Vol. 16. No. II. March 12, 1955

• •

cer
tainly only just begun. To begin with 
there will be ineffectual resistance by

sea. • I

—or hope? THE POLICE & PROSTITUTION(nagistrate, given to the police upon 
lit. Sensible people for instance

sion

••

• •

»

••

••

hut not illegal Free• *
• •

• •

ORWELL & ANARCHISM

44

”8

him?15

★

44

• •

with

X

» »

I told

■■

*

1111! If 1JIII11 Ui 111 11I11. i.

I ’

*>

••

r

It can be taken for granted that within 
a very few years it will be possible for 
anyone interested (and willing to go to 
the trouble) to make a record of every 
sound we speak and noise we make for

r,r<
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New York who are careful not to reveal 
too much of their thoughts at any time 
on the telephone, for to he called sub
versive means to risk being considered 
a security risk, and this for people work
ing in certain occupations means losing 
their job. The case rests on the defini
tion that may be applied at any time to 
the word subversive. There is some 
organization which yesterday was scath
ingly referred to as subversive by a 
member of the Senate, because it was 
working for Fabian Socialism”. Yet

one has the feeling that this has a 
touch of the Old Guard about it and as 
I suggested last time it is probable that 
the security panic is subsiding.

As things are at present there is 
a tacit understanding between them and 
the police that they will be arrested every 
so often and hauled before the magis
trate and pay their fines, and give no 
trouble, in return for being allowed to 
walk the streets. As to what other ar
rangements are made on the side only 
they, their “men" and the police know 
the exact details, and it pays none of 
them to spill the beans. The girls accept 
the fines and the rest (not forgetting the 
enormous rents they pay) as part of their 
overheads. They may feel that they are 
being fleeced, but so Jone as they can 
make enough money to meet their over
heads and have enough over to sal’ away 
for the day when they will be able to 
open up a club or cafe of their own. 
they will accept the situation. The police 
know this and can feel fairly sure that 
there will be no sensational disclosures. 
But occasionally things do go wrong. 
One wonders whether Mr. Stokes has an 
Inspector Goddard case up his sleeve*

’ ■

Footnote on Harvey Matusow: legal 
experts are reported to have found no 
way to prosecute him nor anything to 
prosecute him for. They have concluded 
that swearing on oath to each of two 
self-contradictory statements cannot be 
considered perjury. One of the state
ments has to be proved a lie.

people with traditional ideas on the 
rights” of privacy, b{jt it will become 

very quickly apparent that these rights are 
no more than habits vVe have fallen into 
because of the inefficient scientific techni
ques we have been contented with. People 
will defend Private Conversation as some

thing sacred. (After all, we may hear, where 
would Moses have betn if there was a 
microphone hidden in the burning bush?) 
An Englishman’s voice is his fortress, 
they will say. An elab irate act of con
stitutional guarantees will be proclaimed 
to make us safe for all time from the 
undemocratic practice of aural intrusion, 
and. perhaps, we will wreathe a sigh of 
relief, unheard and unrecorded, except 
that possibly may the pblice not have got 
permission from the magistrates' 
court

ticklish problem;
If there is an advance by the Red 

Army we shall have to drop bombs on 
the Red Army wherever it may be. My 
point is that it is surely better, if bombs 
are to be dropped, to drop them only 
on the Continent, and not on Britain and 
on the United States and the U.S.S.R. 
That is something. I should have thought, 
that we should have been agreed about. 
[Laughter.] I ask hon. Members to think 
twice before laughing about this.

One cannot imagine that the 
French or German people who 
would be at the receiving end of 
these bombs, would find the sugges
tion a laughing matter. (But then 
perhaps we have almost reached the 
stage where such a proposal might 
well be considered “inspired states
manship” on the grounds that only 
100 million people would thus be 
slaughtered, as against the whole of 
humanity in an “all out” nuclear 
war).

New York, March. J T seems that our ideas about privacy 
are due for another revision; A few 

weeks ago a tip to the New York City 
pollut'd them to a private wire-lapping 
centre ’ operated, one does not know 
whether legally or illegally, by some 
people interested in the private lives of 
residents of the Upper East Side. Equip
ped with a hundred thousand dollars 
worth of the latest electronic gadgets and 
with private arrangements made with 
operators in six New York telephone ex
changes these master minds could listen 
in at will and record the conversations 
of—who were they? Rival gangsters. 
hiuLSrs men. communists? The finer 
detail* -have not come out hut the whole 
subject of wire-tapping is obviously going 
to have some legislation. Officially ille
gal it has not until recently provoked 
much comment since it was believed that 
little of it went on except by permisson 
of a piagistrate, given to the police upon 
request. Sensible people for instance 
have always condemned the practice of 
listening in to a Senator’s telephone calls 
and it will he remembered that Senator 
McCarthy was able to let off very effec
tive steam when he found that his oppo
nents in the Army investigation had a 
written record of the sometimes indeli
cate conversations from his office, the 
most immoral act he has yet heard of, 
he called it.

Still, the accepted methods until now 
have involved the actual cutting in on 
the circuit of two people speaking on a 
telephone. It is now much less cumber
some although a technique still in the 
early stages of development, to listen in 
with the new ultra-sensitive microphones 
that can amplify with ease both sides of 
a conversation taking place inside a 
public phone box 20 or more feet away. 
If a couple of suspects are talking out 
of doors their sounds can be picked up 
by means of parabolic sound reflectors a 
hundred yards away in a restaurant or 
crowded street: and it is reported that

ed in blind obedience to leaders; by the 
militarisation of the rearguard, and the 
censorship of the aod _jpf opinion;
when secret prisons arc connived at. and 
to express criticisms is considered High 
Treason (as in the trial of the P.O.U.M. 
leaders); before that stage has been 
reached, anarchists who are not afraid of 
unpopularity or the ‘Judgment of history' 
should declare their inability to co
operate. and conduct their struggles 
against both fegimes in whatever way 
they consider consistent with their aspir
ations and their principles.10
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I hear, “but that is different, 
because if you were saying something 
you shouldn’t, then tWfe police have the 
right to overhear you

“But you said yoirrbelieved in Free 
Speech.”

Yes I do. 
Speech

As long as wire-tapping was confined 
to the telephone wire the solution was 
simple: one just did not say anything 
that might be incriminating over the 
telephone and by incriminating I am now 
referring to anything that might he called 
subversive. I have several friends in

3
an indefinitely long period of time and 
without our knowledge. There will be 
“safeguards”, of course, hut the fact that 
technology has made the action possible 
makes also its justification probable. The 
result is anyone's guess. Mine is firstly 
that speech will become more standard
ized, less colloquial and sensitive, and 
finally dehumanized (I am caught with 
an example of what I mean); secondly 
that obscenity will disappear in all but 
a few incorrigihles, probably anarchists.

War is
society.

The menace to world peace is not 
the Hydrogen bomb but the struc
ture of our society and it is this that 
needs to undergo revolutionary 
changes it we wish to banish the 
horrors of war from the face of the 
earth.

our minds, the H-bomb propa
ganda is having the serious 

effect on the public of confusing the 
means with the ends. The politi
cians are trying to make us believe 
that war or peace are dependent on 
the H-bomb. But weapons are in 
fact still the means for waging wars, 
not the causes of war. The causes 
are still power politics, vested inter
ests, flumps; causes which, we will 
go on repeating, existed before Hit
ler, before Stalin. Power politics is 
as much the vice of democracy as of 
the totalitarian regimes and is at the 
very foundations of the class society, 

an integral part of such a

underworld characters who until now 
have often conducted, their deals in a 
hotel bathroom against a background of 
taps, showers, lavatories and air-condi
tioners can do so np more, since a 
pocket-size noise analyser in the suite 
next door can select only those frequen
cies of the human voice that the listener 
wishes to hear.

Thus a whole new Area of privacy is 
under attack and the invasion has

J^JR R. R STOKES. M.P. asked the
Home Secretary last week to what 

extent the whole prostitution organisation 
in London's West End "is run with the 
knowledge ard approval of the police 
Pressed by Major Lloyd George to with
draw these offensive reflections on a “fine 
force” Mr. Stokes was even more ex
plicit :

I want to know whether you can deny 
that the whole of this prostitution organ
isation is not within the knowledge of 
the police, and connived at by them?

The Home Secretary refuted the charge 
in a sentence, but Mr. Stokes stated that 
he would raise the matter again. The 
problem of producing evidence to such 
a charge is not an easy one. principally 
because the evidence would have to come 
from the prostitutes themselves, who. 
apart from the fact that their word 
would carry little weight against that of 
our “fine force”, have to consider the 
effects such disclosures would have on 
their ability to continue their “profes-

Z '9

The war came, and. late in 1939. 
Orwell wrote:

While I have been writing this book 
another European war has broken out. 
It will either last several years and tear 
Western civilisation to pieces or it will 
end inconclusively and prepare the way 
for yet another war which will do the 
job once and for all. But war is only 
‘peace intensified’. What is quite obvi
ously happening, war or no war, is the 
break-up of laissez-faire capitalism and 
of the Liberal-Christian culture. Until 
recently the full implications of this were 
not foreseen, because it was generally 
imagined that Socialism could preserve 
and even enlarge the atmosphere of 
liberalism. It is now beginning to be 
realized how false this idea was. Almost 
certainly we are moving into an age of 
totalitarian dictatorships—an age in 
which freedom of thought will be at first 
a deadly sin and later on a meaningless 
abstraction. The autonomous individual 
is going to be stamped out of existence.16

★
But soon afterwards he wrote in 

a different tone about the war whose 
coming he had expected for so long. 
His wartime political attitude will be 
discussed in our next issue. 
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Lessons of the Spanish Revolution, 

anything was preferable to 
Franco, that every compromise 
should be made in the name of unity 
and for victory over Franco, justify
ing this position on the grounds that 
defeat by Franco meant also the 
defeat of all the revolutionary gains 
made by the workers.”8 Orwell 
witnessed the implications of this 
point of view, one might say that he 
experienced them, considering the 
manner of his own departure and 
the fate of his friends:

The jails were places that could only 
be described as dungeons. In England 
you would have to go back to the eigh
teenth century to find anything com
parable. People were penned together 
in small rooms where there was barely 
space for them to lie down, and often 
they were kept in cellars and other 
places. This was not as a temporary 
measure—there were cases of people 
being kept four and five months almost 
without sight of daylight . . .

Smillie’s death is not a thing I can 
easily forgive. Here was this brave and 
gifted boy . . . who had done his job 
at the front with faultless courage and 
willingness; and all they could find to do 
with him was to fling him into jail and 
let him die like a neglected animal . . .

As I write, six months after the event. 
Kopp (if he has not been shot) is still 
in jail, untried and uncharged. At the 
beginning we had two or three letters 
from him. smuggled out by released pri
soners and posted in France. They all 
told (he same story—imprisonment in 
filthy dark dens, bad and insufficient 
food, serious illness due to the condi
tions of imprisonment, and refusal of 
medical attention . . . More recently he 
disappeared into one of the ‘secret prisons' 
with which it seems impossible to make 
any kind of communication. His case is 
the case of scores or hundreds of for
eigners and no one knows how many 
thousands of Spaniards.9

Despite this, Orwell declares that 
one cannot say. ‘One side is as bad 
as the other. 1 am neutral’. The 
anarchist attitude is not one of neu
trality. but of hostility to both 
sides:

We believe that anarchists can only 
participate in those struggles which are 
the expression of a people's will to free
dom and justice. But when such strug
gles should be organised and conducted 
with the same ruthlessness as that of the 
enemy, with armies of conscripts school-

I • I -I

VESTED INTERESTS
AND THE BOMB 

■V* Continued from p. ]
minded the House the U.S. experi
ments had shown that "a battleship 
can be plucked out of the
thrown in again on its stern, turned 
over and sunk” by the H-bomb!

There was, however, a large mea
sure of support for retaining the 
military set-up in Western Europe 
even though there was no intention 

of being able to match
Russian strenglh in equipment or 
man-power. The question then arose 
as to the meaning of the word “ag
gression" in paragraph 19 of the 
White Paper which reads:

“The knowledge that aggression 
will be met by overwhelming 
nuclear retaliation is the surest guar
antee that it will not lake place".

Did it mean, asked a number of 
Labour M.P.s, that aggression with 
conventional weapons would be met 
with nuclear retaliation? Some said 
yes, others said wait and see. But 
neither the Government nor Mr. 
Attlee said “No!" This question 
was a blow below the belt for if the 
would-be aggressor were told that 
any attack would be answered with 
a few H-bombs then what would be 
the advantage of launching his at
tack with conventional weapons, 
since he would be giving the other 
side the opportunity to strike the 
first crippling nuclear blow which 
might make retaliation impossible. 
So the “deterrent" effect of the H- 
bomb becomes very slender indeed 
since there is no way of pre
venting an aggressor from dropping 
the bombs except by becoming the 
aggressor and dropping it before he 
does! And how and who is to de
termine when the other side is aboul 
to become the aggressor so as to 
forestall him?

One Labour Member, Mr. Healey, 
suggested a way out of this very

JN 1939 in a mood different from 
that of Homage to Catalonia and 

that of his later reminiscences of 
Spain. Orwell wrote:

One question that i$ still not satisfac
torily answered is why the war went on 
so long. After the beginning of 1938 it 
was obvious to anyone with any military 
knowledge that the Government could 
not win, and even by the summer of 1937 
the odds were in Franco’s favour. Did 
the mass of the Spanish people really 
feel that even the atrocious sufferings of 
the later part of the war were prefer
able to surrender—or did they continue 
to fight at least partly because the whole 
of Left-wing opinion from Moscow to 
New York was driving them on?11

And he reflects that the average 
man in relation to war is simply a 
victim. “How many millions of 
people in Spain and elsewhere." he 
asks, in a different mood from that 
of his other writings on Spain, “are 
now looking back on the Spanish 
war and asking themselves what the 
devil it was all about? . . . Looking 
back on casual contracts with pea
sants, shopkeepers, street-hawkers, 
even militiamen. 1 now suspect that 
great numbers of these people had 
no feelings about the war whatever, 
except a wish that it were over."1-’ 
Meanwhile another, greater war had 
broken out, the war which had 
haunted him for years.

At any rate. I have known since about 
1931 (Spender says he has known since 
1929) that the future must be catastro
phic. I could not say exactly what wars 
and revolutions would happen, but they 
never surprised me when they came. 
Since 1934 I have known war between 
England and Germany was coming, and 
since 1936 1 have known it with com
plete certainty. I could feel it in my 
belly, and the chatter of the pacifists on

the one hand, and the Popular Front 
people who pretended to fear that Britain 
was preparing for war against Russia on 
the other, never deceived me.15

This feeling runs through h.'s e-trly 
novels. Tn F9T5~he wrote in Keep 
the Aspidistra Flving:

But what is behind the g in? Desola
tion. emptiness, prophecies of doom. For 
can you not see. if you know how to 
look, that behind that slick self-satisfac
tion, that tittering fat-bellied irivil'ity. 
there is nothing but a frightful emptiness, 
a secret despair? The great death-wish 
of the modern world. Suicide pacts. 
Heads stuck in gas-ovens in lonely mais
onettes. French letters and Amen Pills. 
And the reverberations of future wars. 
Enemy aeroplanes flying over London; 
the deep threatening hum of the propel
lers, the shattering thunder of the 
bombs.14

In Coming Up For Air written in 
1938-9. the war and its aftermath 
(“the kind of hate-world, slogan 
world. The coloured shirts, the 
barbed wire ... the processions and 
the posters with enormous faces"), 
nag at Orwell’s hero, George Bow
ling. like neuralgia. He goes to a 
Left-Book-Club lecture (“What he’s 
saying is merely that Hitler's after 
us and we must ail get together and 
have a good hate. Doesn't go into 
details. Leaves it all respectable. 
But what he’s seeing is something 
quite different. It’s a picture of him
self smashing people's faces in with 
a spanner"), and afterwards talks to 
a young man in the audience: 
“Mr. Bowling? Look here. If war 

broke out and we had the chance to 
smash Fascism once and for all. wouldn't 
you fight? If you were young. I mean.” 

I suppose he thinks I’m about sixty. 
You bet 1 wouldn't.” I said, “I had 

enough to go on with last time.”
But to smash Fascism!”
Oh. b------ Fascism! There's been

enough smashing done already, if you 
ask me.”

The little Trotskyist chips in 
social patriotism and betrayal of the 
workers, but the other cuts him short : 

“But you’re thinking of 1914. That 
was just an ordinary imperialist war. 
This time it’s different. Look here. When 
you hear about what’s going on in Ger
many, and the concentration camps and 
the Nazis beating people up with rubber 
truncheons and making the Jews spit in 
each others faces—doesn’t it make your 
blood boil?

They’re always going about your blood 
boiling. Just the same phrase during the 
war, 1 remember.

I went off the boil in 1916.

him. “And so’ll you when you know 
what a trench smells like.”

And then all of a sudden I seemed to 
see him. It was as if I hadn't properly 
seen him till that moment.

A very young, i _ . .
belonged to a good-looking schoolboy, 
with blue eyes and tow-coloured hair, 
gazing into mine, and for a moment 
actually he'd got tears in his eyes. Felt 
as strongly as all that about the German 
levs! But as a matter of fact I knew 
just what he felt. He’s a hefty lad. pro- 
bab’y p’ays rugger for the bank. Got 
brains, too. And here he is. a bank 
clerk in a godless suburb, sitting behind 
the frosted window, entering figures in a 
ledger, counting piles of notes, bum
sucking to the manager. Feels his life 
rotting away. And all the while, over 
in Europe, the big stuff's happening. 
Shells bursting over the trenches and 
waves of infantry charging through the 
drifts of smoke. Probablv some of his 
pals are fighting in Spain. Of course he’s 
spoiling for a war. How can \ou blame

“Ah.
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a Revolution
closer to sec what it was about. 
Spain. Mexico? But 
CRICKET!

The record of the British team and of 
cricketing relations with Australia is ‘‘a 
dramatic revolution” and “The October 
Revolution of 1917, was no less final in 
its implications than the overthrow of 
maturity by youth this summer”.

In the H-Bomb era, all we can do in 
this country is to have a cricket revolu
tion! R.

an 
article on its back page with a 

double column heading “The History of 
Eagerly one looked 

Russia, 
it was
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ALL WELCOME

(From a Correspondent)
A JR HARRY HOOTON'S letter on

“The Conquest of Art” (26th Feb.) 
proclaims an outlook which is. unfortu
nately, all too prevalent in the West 
(which culturally speaking, includes 
Sydney). It is an insistence on the dis
sociation of Man from Nature, a declara
tion of war on Man's environment, which 
is supposed to be “enslaving” him. This 
attitude overlooks a fundamental and 
obvious truth, namely, that Man is him
self a part of this Nature which Mr. 
Hooton wishes to conquer, and our part 
in the interplay of counteracting influ
ences. our romantically conceived “fight 
against the elements" is in itself a natural
process and is shared by all living organ
isms. Mr. Hooton's arrogant assertion:
“We had to fight nature every inch of the
way. until it learned to do our bidding, 
until it learned to co-operate with us— 
until it learned to operate for us," is 
based on a misconception of the history 
of mankind. It is Man who. starting out 
on an unfamiliar path in an artificial ex
istence. had to grope his way from fail
ure to failure until he had learned to 
discipline himself to the laws of soils, 
seasons, and crops. It is man who has 
had to change, who has had to discard 
old methods and search for new ones, 
who has had to adapt himself to the re
quirements of his environment. In other 
words, it was Man who had to learn to 
do Nature's bidding, who had to learn 
to co-operate with the world he lives in.

Perhaps Mr. Hooton is blinded by the 
sight of huge dams, hydro-power stations, 
artificial rain and chemical fertilizers. 
No doubt these things exist. But does 
that mean that Man has abolished the 
laws of nature and created new ones? 
On the contrary. Mr. Hooton will dis
cover. on a closer examination of the 
facts, that all these technological advan
ces are in precise conformity with natural
laws, and the slightest interference with
these laws would render the procedure find most support among them? I can. 
futile.

What are we to make of another of
Mr. Hooton's fanfares: “Bees, ants, tape
worms—innumerable living forms are
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forceful, so logical, and so persuasive— 
that we must shield our people physically 
from every confrontation with Commun
ist thought?”

Mr. Kennan said it was ironic that 
such suggestions should so often come 
from "those whose stock in trade is the 
claim to be the most ardent devotee and 
guardian of the national virtue.

BRITISH REVOLUTION
LAST Sunday’s Observer carried

So the good people of B.G. need not 
think (hey have been neglected by a 
spiteful British Government.

The other incident occulted tn Jamaica 
where Princess Margaret made a bee-line 
for Norman Manley, the new Chief Min
ister. had a long talk with him and gave 
him a share of the limelight with her. 
Manley is the head of the Jamaican gov
ernment, a coloured man, a Socialist, a 
clever lawyer and an old friend of Sir 
Stafford Cripps. He is potentially the 
most dangerous man in the Caribbean 
and could if he so wished, preach nat
ionalism and demand immediate inde
pendence. but this shows. I believe, that 
Manley loves pomp, ceremony and power 
as much as the next fellow and will not 
be far awav when the O.B.E.’s are w 

handed out.
So the West Indian tour has come to 

an end. Margaret has had her sunshine 
while other folk left in England have had 
some particularly foul weather and she 
has left the West Indies a better place 
for British officials and home-grown 
politicians to live in. F.T.

1VTOW that Princess Margaret has tin- 
’ ishod her West African trip and had 

a very enjoyable time in the islands of 
calvpsos and warm tropical sttnsb be, it 
might be wise to consider the motives 
of the Colonial Office and the govern
mental advisers who arranged her visit. 
Besides the aim of enabling a member of 
the Royal Family to have a good time 
there was a political purpose in sending 
her to the West Indies—lands of unem
ployment and lack of opportunity for 
the negro peoples. Once many West 
Indians emigrated to the United States 
until Immigration laws seriously restric
ted their entry. ,.•?<

Since the war more and more .West 
Indians have come to Britain seeking 
work. This has unsettled the petty- 
minded colour-bar boys of West Brom
wich and elsewhere but as citizens of the 
British Empire these West Indians have 
every right to settle in this country. 
Bearing this in mind the Princess’s visit 
may for a time turn the attention of the 
islanders away from their empty bellies 
and poverty-stricken shacks
glamour, colour and excitement 
missing from most people’s lives and 
provide a delightful change to boring 
routine.

Two incidents of the tour are most 
revealing. One is reported 
Observer (27th Feb.)

One of her (Margaret’s) appreciated 
gestures was an unscheduled meeting 
with the cricket team of the colony that 
has recently been giving trouble—British 
Guiana. The fact that the Princess was 
not visiting this colony was, I am told, 
being interpreted there as an indication 
that they were being deliberately ignored. 
Her few words with the cricket team has 
made it plain that Guianese are not 
taboo: she did not visit British Guiana 
only because it was miles off her route”.

1 believe that the cause of the existence 
of this outlook can be found in the un
real nature of tnodern society. This 
attitude prevails because modern man 
has tailed to adjust himself to nature. 
Modern authoritarian society has driven 
man further and further from reality, 
further and further from self-realisation. ■ 
It has crippled human personality by 
smothering it under blankets of unflinch
ing repressions and artificial loyalties. Il 
is perhaps relevant to consider Wyndham 
Lewis's remark: “We are living in a vast 
lunatic asylum, peopled by the variously ; 
complexed.” This complex of nature
conquest is caused by the interaction of 
two conflicting drives in the human mind, 
one towards greater artificiality and com
plexity, the other towards existential 
truth. The former is a product we live 
in. the latter is inborn in man. It is this 
interaction which has produced the vio
lent contemplation of nature. It is, after ' 
all. a psychological truism that love and 
hate arc merely the opposite sides of the 
same coin.

Lastly, as someone who has been im
pressed by the philosophy of anarchism, 
1 reject Mr. Hooton's contention that 
anarchism is destruction. Anarchism, 
surely, is not merely “a destruction of 
what is inimical to man", but a restora
tion of the human mind which is being 
destroyed by a disease, one of the symp
toms of which is; this complex against 
nature. 1 prefer to see Anarchism as a 
movement to take us back to the reality 
from which we have diverged, not merely 
to destroy unreality, which is a negative 
concept. And that is how I intend to 
continue thinking of Anarchism, precisely 
because it recognizes that this attempt to 
achieve a total conquest of nature, if 
persisted in. can only end in the total 
eclipse of man.
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Our firm used to belong to Sir Henry 
Price (of the Fifty Shilling Tailors) but 
is now owned and controlled by a gen
tleman called Mountain, and the trade 
name has been changed to ‘John Col
liers'. Mr. Mountain, besides controlling 
Colliers’ is also at the head of United 
Drapers and a few weeks ago they got 
control of Alexandre’s clothing factories 
and retail shops.

Two directors who were formerly at 
Alexandre's have now been installed at 
our firm, with the result that some of 
Price's directors have become redundant. 

And so also have many foremen and 
chargehands, who have been sacked over 
the last few weeks. The method is for 
them to discover a note in their pay 
packets on Friday saying that their em
ployment is terminated. None of them 
know before getting their pay packets 
that the sack is coming with it.

Many of the men have been with the 
firm for years—for instance the assistant 
engineer was dismissed on 28th January 
after 23 years with Price’s. He was very 
well liked too. Now there is a very bad 
atmosphere in the factory every Friday
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and the foremen refer to it each week as 
Black Friday.

Of course the foremen are not in the 
union and therefore have no protection, 
but on the 28th January four workers 
also received redundancy notices.

But now—what a difference! (Tn the 
Monday word was sent round the whole 
factory regarding these four men. with 
the result that we demanded to see the 
management. As a committeeman I 
could not be on the delegation, but our 
stewards from each department negotia
ted with the management. But I did my 
part far better by talking to the workers, 
pointing out that our duty was to get 
those four men their jobs back and that 
we should strike first and talk afterwards. 

Every worker was 100 per cent, deter
mined on strike action, so the stewards 
had a very easy job. By Wednesday the 
four men were back at work.

Perhaps the management will keep 
things equal by sacking four more fore
men. But we know that production is 
just the same without them—perhaps 
better.

The moral should be: Don't aspire to 
be a foreman or chargehand at John 
Colliers’ The prospects aren’t too good! 

‘More Direct Action’.

SLUMS AND THE RISK 
OF FIRE

JN an article in the New York Times 
of Feb. 7, it is pointed out that fires 

in New York—which in the last five 
years have accounted for the deaths of 
614 persons and the destruction of 
SI 10m. worth of property—are largely 
due to the overcrowding in the city’s 
slums

‘Every wave of immigration into the 
United States has brought New York . . . 
congestion that inevitably breeds slums. 
But the influx of Negroes from the South 
and Puerto Ricans free to enter without 
passport or quota controls has aggravated 
the problem beyond comparison with 
previous times.’

* “Fire follows population” is an old 
fire-fighting axiom. And when the popu
lation is socially and economically de
pressed, poorly educated and, as a result, 
careless of life, the fire danger is in- • 
creased manyfold.

This is the case in what are considered 
the most hazardous areas of the city—the 
slum areas where Negroes and Puerto 
Ricans are hemmed in by social and 
economic barriers.’

In the past the division of the Euro
pean immigrants into nationality groups 
was gradually broken down until they 
became absorbed into the American 
population. There is no reason why the 
same should not happen with the 
Negroes and Puerto Ricans, once they 
have been accepted as fully human 
beings.

adjusted to, and at peace with their en
vironment; man is at war with, and ad
justs his environment to him?” Mr. 
Hooton has labelled man a conqueror 
merely because he feeds on animals and 
harnesses rivers, and it is surely unjust 
to exclude the above-named animals 
from the triumphant band. After all, 
bees make use of floral pollen to manu
facture honey, ants bear a close resem
blance to man in their habits of uniting 
to drag down a victim stronger than 
themselves, and as for tapeworms, they 
often have the temerity to feed on the 
intestines of the invincible humans.

Art can be regarded as a creation and 
a destruction, but it is Man's mind which 
suffers this adjustment, not Nature. Art 
is the process by which the human mind 
creates truth, but metamorphosing reality 
to a form acceptable to the human intel
lect. It is a process by which Man gives 
cohesion to the incoherence created by 
his own mind. Far from being “a des
truction of natural forms”, it is rather 
a cycle of destruction and creation of 
human concepts.

One is forced to ask why modern man 
is so obsessed by this belief of his strug
gle with nature, by this complex of per
secution bv nature. For it is undeniable 
that this belief is prevalent only among 
those influenced by modern society, and 
historically speaking, the concept is quite 
a recent one. I cannot think of any 
human beings who have struggled harder 
and with less reward to earn a living than 
the peasants of the East, not least among 
them the peasants of my own country, 
India. For them life has been reduced 
to its most elemental terms, and their 
outlook does not extend very far be
yond the cycle of sowing and harvesting, 
of life and death. Surely they have 
more right than anyone else to claim a 
battle with nature? Surely this mystique 
of militant humanity, this declaration of 
a war against the common enemy should

Big mergers in the world of com
merce mean headlines in the 

financial columns of the daily press, 
but can also mean headaches for 
many humble folk low down in the 
firms concerned.*

An example has been given us 
by our Leeds correspondent, who 
writes:

• a
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AN ANARCHIST’S NOTEBOOK
THE SCHOOLMASTERS’ PROTEST

help in Britain’s dealings with the 
United States (a view we put for
ward two weeks ago in Freedom):

Personally I cannot feel that we 
should have much influence over 
their [The United States] policy or 
actions, wise or unwise, while we are 
largely dependent upon their protec
tion. We too must possess substan
tial deterrent power of our own.” 

★
■^J/HERE there were marked dif

ferences of opinion was on the

is already stealthily substituted for Mal
enkov’s.

Bulganin, now Russian premier, has 
also been promoted. Marshal Koniev 
maintained, in his Pravda article that the 
four men who had contributed most to 
World War II victory were Bulganin. 
Kruchchev. and the two principal victims 
of the “Doctors' Plot,” Zhdanov and 
Shcherbakov.

Malenkov's downfall has differed in 
several minor ways from the usual pat
tern of the purge. It now seems that the 
usual process of extinction is to be re
versed, and his name is to be obliterated 
from the records before his actual physi
cal elimination.

We have only space to ask two ques
tions:

1. How long before the ‘doctors' plot’ 
is revived?

2. How long before we learn that it 
was really Krushchev and not Stalin 
who was the great war leader and 
architect of victory?

out in a
(1/3/54):

The new situation^ will not be easily 
accepted. Vested interests are sure to 

ig and re-distribu- 
t the logical conclu- 

of these interests 
a cautious reluc-

We’re Still in the Jungle
J^EADERS of Upton Sinclair’s The

Jungle will remember the terrible 
story of conditions in Chicago meat
factories at the beginning of the century. 

One of the most horrible disclosures 
was that workers had been known to fall 
into vats of boiling fat in the lard-making 
sheds. Sinclair’s book caused such a 
sensation that a great deal of public pres
sure was brought to bear on the meat 
barons, who were forced to clean up 
their factories.

But still ghastly things can happen to 
workers, as the following Reuter report 
from New York on 4th March shows:

New York. Thursday.—A 72-year-old 
factory workers was burned to death.to
day when he fell on a conveyor belt 
feeding an oven in a New York cannery.

'■p'HE National Association of School 
Masters has announced that it was 

very “concerned to learn that the Burn
ham Committee has decided to recom
mend the adoption of equal pay in the 
teaching profession''. The president of 
the London Schoolmasters’ Association 
declared that "over two thousand London 
schoolmasters arc bitterly angry at the 
proposal. We are no party to it and our 
representatives were excluded from the 
negotiations”. Why, one wonders, should 
they have been invited? After all, their 
salaries are not being affected: it is not 
being suggested that their pay should 
be dropped to the present level of 
woman teachers' salaries. And since 
they have formed themselves into an 
exclusively male organisation what busi
ness have they to take part in negotia
tions affecting women teachers? The 
answer is not far to seek. In their view 
equal pay would lead to the decline of

the man in the teaching profession where 
the number of male recruits is already 
too low to replace wastage”. Thus by 
raising the salaries of women teachers 
they fear competition and the unlikeli
hood of being able to support claims for 
increased salaries in order to attract more 
male “recruits” to the profession. By all 
means press for increased salaries but not 
at the expense of another section of the 
teaching profession, but rather in unity 
with them. One cannot classify the 
worth of teachers according to sex. 
There are only two kinds of teachers: 
good ones and bad ones.

party points than of establishing the 
real facts.

But, as we are always trying to 
stress in commenting on such de
bates. they carry little weight, for 
the decisions have already been 
made before the debates take place. 
As Sir Winston pointed out at the 
beginning of his speech

What is the present position? Only 
thre# countries possess, in varying de
grees, the knowledge and the power to 
make nuclear weapons. Of these, the 

States is overwhelmingly the 
Owing to the breakdown in the

exchange of information between us and 
the United States since 1946 we have had 
to start again independently on our own. 
Fortunately, executive action was taken 
by Mr. Attlee to reduce as far as pos
sible the delay in our nuclear develop
ment and production. By his initiative 
we have made our own atomic bombs.

Confronted with the hydrogen bomb, 
/ have tried to live up to Mr. Attlee's 
standard. We have started to make that 
one too. It is this grave decision which 
forms the core of the Defence Paper 
which we are discussing this afternoon. 
(Our italics).

tn fact, faced with the fait accom
pli there was little argument on the 
question of the merits of producing 
the bomb. Sir Winston himself 
seemed to be of the opinion that it 
was not only a “deterrent’ so far as

Malenkov is
J^RUSHCHEV is wasting no time in 

having history put right (in his own 
favour).

During the war. as every Russian 
knows. Malenkov was one of Stalin’s 
right-hand men in the organisation of the 
country's economic life. Krushchev had 
other duties—chiefly dealing with lack of 
enthusiasm for the war and the regime in 
the Ukraine.

Now. however, documents are appear
ing promoting Krushchev to the higher 
position fourteen years ago.

When, for instance. Marshal Koniev 
wrote recently in the Pravda about the 
State Defence Committee formed in 1941 
to direct the Soviet war effort, he had 
the boldness to "appoint” to it Krush
chev. who was not a member of the com
mittee, and to omit Malenkov's name as 
well as Beria's. In the new accounts of 
the Stalingrad battle, for the economic 
and political preparation of which Malen
kov was responsible, Krushchev's name

THE U.S. POSTMASTER 
GENERAL IS AN ASS! 

WASHINGTON, March 5.
A Californian bookseller, Mr. Harry 

Levinson, is seeking to prevent the 
United States Postmaster-General. Mr. 
Arthur Summerfield, from destroying, on 
the grounds of indecency, a rare volume 
of Lysistrata. by Aristophanes.

Lysistrata tells in comic form how the 
women of ancient Athens and Sparta 
tired of the war which their menfolk had 
been waging, banded together and agreed 
not to live with their husbands until a 
peace treaty was signed.

The copv of ptiy_i 
a London shoo, and «
bv the Los Angeles Post Office, under a 
law of 1873 which gives the United States 
Postmaster-General or his agents the 
right to censor literature or paintings sent 
through the post. Books banned under 
the law in the past include: The Arabian 
Nights, Robinson Crusoe. Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin. Tom Sawyer. ’Huckleberry Finn. 
and The Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire.

Mr. Levinson has brought a court 
suit, charging that the law is unconstitu
tional since it acts as an impediment to 
free speech. In a letter to Mr. Levinson, 
the Postmaster-General has said that the 
play contains "numerous passages which 
are plainly obscene, lewd and lascivious 
in character . . . ”—B.U.P.

The Postmaster-General has also given 
instructions that the postal authorities 
must do all in their power to prevent de
livery of copies of Pravda and Izvestia 
to persons in the United States “not 
authorised to receive them”. In a letter 
of protest to the New York Times. Mr. 
George Kennan, former head of the 
Policy Planning Staff in the State Depart
ment asks:

“Are there really people in our Gov
ernment who believe that our own politi
cal philosophy is so unconvincing, our 
attachment to it so weak, our youth so 
bewildered and gullible—and the outlook 
of our adversaries on the other hand so 

Conrinixd on p. 4

African Miners End 
Strike

'"pHE thirty thousand African strikers 
in the coppcrbelt of Northern Rho

desia have gone back to work on the 
same pay as before. The strike has been, 
in terms of immediate gain, a failure. 
But from a longer view, the experience 
gained bv the strikers, and the degree of 
organising ability and level-headedness 
they showed, will be to their advantage.

This was the longest and biggest strike 
ever staged by an African organisation, 
and it showed what they could do. And 
had it not been for the blacklegging 
operations of the European miners, to
gether with about 10.000 African volun
teers, the result might have been very 
different.

The white miners looked upon the 
struggle as a great opportunity for the 
companies to break the African's union, 
which the whites see as a threat to their 
own positions. They are apparently in
censed at the surprisingly moderate atti
tude the companies have shown in taking 
back the Africans on the same terms 
when, the white unionists maintain, the 
strike would have collapsed in another 
ten days and the companies could have 
got what terms they liked.

The white miners seem to be a little 
naive in this matter. Clearly the com
panies are employers first and white men 
second (a sensible attitude from their 
point of view) and are quite happy to 
play off African and white workers 
against each other to their own advan
tage
Some of the European workers have seen 
what their position, as trade unionists, 
should hive been. It is time for all of 
(hem to see it. and to adopt the same 
altitude as their employers. They should 
regard themselves as workers first and 
white men second.

There should be one organisation- for 
miners in the copperbelt—irrespective of 
colour. Black and white should work 
together in their common interest, and 
not allow themselves to be divided by 
superficial differences in the bosses in
terests.

Legal (and Illegal) Eavesdropping
*J-HAT singularly unpleasant method of

obtaining information—the tapping 
of telephone conversations—is used by 
the police both in this country and in 
the U.S.A. Although it has not specific 
legal sanction here, a recent Home Secre
tary claimed that authorising ‘listening- 
in’ was part of his prerogative and ad
mitted that it had been used frequently 
in the past. Evidence so obtained is not
admissible in a court of law—as is also 
the case in the Federal and higher courts
of the U.S.A, where both the police and
the F.B.I. can tap wires. State courts 
will admit such evidence. Needless to
say, information so obtained has many 
uses outside of a law court.

A recent case in New York, where a 
police raid uncovered electronic wire
tapping equipment which was capable of 
intercepting conversations on six tele
phone exchanges, has occasioned the set
ting up of an investigation committee on 
illegal wire tapping. It seems that as 
the law now stands wire tapping is only
a crime if it involves the old-fashioned 
method of cutting into a telephone wire; 
whereas modern devices make it possible 
from a distance of several hundred yards 
without involving any cutting.

The news of the original raid was not
made public until a week after it hap
pened—and then only because the in
formation leaked to an unofficial body, 
the New York Anti-Crime Committee 
who submitted a memorandum on wire 
tapping to leading New York politicians 
which mentioned the case. It seemed
that someone was anxious to keep things 
quiet.

The investigating committee, according
to some reports, is likely to rake up as 
much dirt as the famous Seabury investi-
> ation into New York vice of the 1930’s.
Wire tapping, both legal and illegal, is 
very much more widespread than those

THE LAW HAS NO HEART
A CH t SI E R'Court "Mania! Ta sFweek 

sentenced a nineteen-year-old Nat
ional Service soldier to nine months de
tention for “wilfully maiming himself to 
render himself unfit for service". He 
was said to have put his foot on a rail
way line and a train ran over it, as a 
result of which he lost two toes and part 
of a third. His injuries however did not 
render him unfit to warrant his discharge. 

The youth’s defending officer said that 
he had been three months in the army.

Mb9,H of the 252 columns of
Hansard taken up by last 

week’s debate in the House of Com
mons reads like some surrealistic 
fantasy by Lewis Carroll, with the 
difference that the Debate was fan
tastic reality. That the people of 
this country place confidence (and 
their lives) in the hands of the gov
ernment and their “representatives” 
can only be explained by the fact 
that very rarely do they undertake 
to read the full report of a debate, 
contenting themselves with the high- 
spots selected for them by the daily 
Press, more often than not coloured 
by the particular newspaper’s 
opinions and personal dislikes. The 
real issues in the debate, concerning 
the military policy of this country 
has been completely swamped by 
the “Bevan-Attlee struggle”. Yet in 
fact Mr. Bevan’s contribution occu
pies only nine columns of Hansard 
out of 252, and what is more his 
speech occurred la|e in the debate 
when other Labour Party speakers 
had already asked questions Similar 
to the ones he was to ask. But the w 
Press’ spotlight was directed on Mr. 
Bevan for reasons which are not 
difficult to seek.

The debate was, as are all such 
debates, notable for the accusations

Ministers by ex-Ministers and vice 
versa, each attempting to justify his 
actions when in office, blaming his 
successor or predecessor depending 
whether he was out of office or in. 
Even when they discuss the Hydro
gen Bomb these petty men seem 
more concerned with personal vanity 
than the issues at stake: of scoring

oppose any re, 
tion that follows 
sion. The reluctani 
will be reinforced . 
tance to abandon aOy familiar form of 
defence—even though these provide no 
real safety. ~

I can well understand such hesitation 
to accept the logic 'of the atomic era 
After devoting 40 yfears to the study of 
warfare, it is not |asy to face up to 
the fact that this Accumulated know
ledge has become useless.

The Labour ^x-War Minister, 
Mr. Strachey. said much the same 
thing: 1

I was arguing tffit the role of the 
Services had been Altered. The White 
Paper says that it has not been. If hon. 
Members opposite really think that the 
invention of the hvdrogen bomb has 
made no radical change in the role of 
the Services. I find it-very difficult to be
lieve that I can ojen their minds to

What does that preposterous sentence 
really mean? It means that the great 
military interests are still writing • White 
Papers and Defence Estimates—and they 
arc vested military interests. I do not 
want to attack them; in many ways they 
are perfectly legitimate and natural in
terests.

But he went on to deplore the 
fact that apparently not even the 
hydrogen bomb could “shift the 
dead weight of military tradition” 
even though as another member re- 

Continued on p. 3

was the youngest of “a happy family of 
five children and had found army life 
unsettling

Anyone other than a military court 
would have realised how desperate the 
youth must have been to have done what 
he did. But their minds do not work 
along these lines. For them, to show 
understanding in such a case might give 
an excuse to every youth called up to 
put their feet under the wheels of a tram. 
And therefore an “example” must be 
made of those whose desperation drives 
them to such extremes. The Army 
authorities have now taken upon them
selves the responsibility of breakirg 
down this youth in a detention camp. 
But have we, the public, no responsi
bility if in the course of his detention 
this youth is driven into taking even 
more drastic measures to escape from 
military service?

in authority have cared to admit up till 
now. According to a New York Times 
report (22/2/55):

'In a joint statement to-day the two 
spokesmen for the Republican legislative 
majorities said the committee would 
undertake a far-reaching, penetrating in
quiry into “an area where unconstitu
tional invasions of tfie personal privacy 
of law-abiding citizens warrant drastic 
action against the highly skilled, profes
sional Peeping Toms and those who hire 
their scurrilous services.”

The information on which the two 
leaders are basing their resolution was 
furnished principally by the New York 
City Anti-Crime Committee, which has 
been making its own investigation of 
wiretapping. Last week's disclosures of 
a tapping centre in New York City did 
a great deal to remove any doubts as to 
the need for such an inquiry.

In to-day's statement explaining their 
purposes. Senator Mahoney and Speaker 
Heck said :

The increasing use of wire-tapping 
and other technically fantastic electronic 
listening devices apparently has become 
a standard modus operandi for some 
business pirates, social scavengers and un
scrupulous political opportunists.

There has even been evidence of im
proper and unethical abuses, in some in
stances. by those legally permitted to use 
wire-tapping. This is authorized by law 
in order to utilize most effectively the 
processes of injustice for the protection 
of society. In the wrong hands—or its 
irresponsible use in legal hands—wire
tapping obviously can have the danger
ous and damaging opposite effect

To many people this odious power of 
eavesdropping at will—quite apart from 
its obvious illegal possibilities, such as 
blackmail—is dangerous whoever may be 
exercising it. And it can be particularly 
dangerous when used by authority whose 
power for making use of such informa
tion is so great. M.G.W.

(see also American letter p. 3)
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