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“IN THE SHADOW OF THE BOMB™

ANARCHISTS hold the view that

war is stupid, indefensible and
a violation of our humanity, and
maintain, as was pointed out editor-
ially in FrReepoM last week, that
“weapons are in fact stll the means
of waging war, not the causes of
war. The causes are still power
politics, vested interests and slumps
. . . The menace to world peace 1s
not the H-bomb but the structure of
our society”. To argue therefore, as
many do, that there i1s something
intrinsically evil about the H-bomb
which makes it different from other
types of weapons, in moral terms,
i irrelevant.

But the thought that does occupy
the minds of many of us to-day 1s,
can we ignore the possibility of
physical annihilation in the light of
what knowledge we have of the im-
mense destructive powers of modern
weapons? And, if physical survival
18 of primary importance should we
join the ever growing band of paci-
fists, and the like, in the hope that
pressure can be brought to bear on
the powers that be to, at least, call
a halt to further tests and to work
out an acceptable plan which would
ensure the banning of nuclear wea-
pons? We feel sure that if such a
plan were possible few anarchists
would withhold their support, but

conceivably haVe any SUCCeSS.

Last week, in an attempt to
achieve this the News Chronicle
gave a lot of space to three repre-
sentatives of varying groups who,
apart from the pacifist, Dr. Donald
Soper, added nothing to the ineffec-
tive suggestions that have been
thrown out from various quarters in
the last few months.

HOW TO EMPTY
THE CHURCH

UNTIL recently the church of St. John

the Evangelist, Seven Kings, Essex,
could boast of Sunday evening congre-
gations of between 300 and 400—pretty
good for these godless days.

Now, however, the numbers have be-
gun to fall, and the reason is that the
vicar has changed his approach to his
job. The Rev. John Wesley Stone de-
cided that many of his flock came for
entertainment rather than the gospel, and
promptly dropped his attractive pulpit
manner for a sterner one.

“I used to be a very cheerful preacher
—joking all the time. My church was
crowded. Then I realised they were just
coming along to forget the worries of
the world for an hour or two. So 1

started preaching the true gospel—for

sinners,
“I believe the Gospel
solely for sinners,” declared Mr. Stone.

was written

**But, as many of my congregation don't
think they are sinners, I have no gospel
for them. My labour was redundant, so
I've gone on strike.”

That's what makes religion so popular
~—you mustn’t enjoy it. And it's an illu-
minating point of view about not being
able to do anything for you unless you
believe you are a sinner. In a world of
virtuous people, it seems, the Gospels
would have no relevance; hence the
Church has a vested interest in having a
continuous supply of sinners—just as
Lawyers would be sunk without crimi-
nals,

So even if you don't really think of
yourself as a sinner, you must be made
to realise that that's just what vou are.

“Until thcy can take it from me that

~ they ARE sinners and let me treat them
~as such and stop thinking they are right-
~ eous and fit for Heaven I can do notlﬁng
r thpm said Mr, S!on_q. - |
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Lord Hailsham, the first contribu-
tor to the series said nothing in the
“negotiation through strength™ argu-
ment Wwhich has not already been
dealt with in FREepoM. His argu-
ments in favour of the threat of
thermo-nuclear reprisals “‘with the
maintenance of strong and more effi-
cient eonventional resources” might
for a time hold the balance of world
politigs, but i1s no answer to the
problem when “‘saturation point” is
reached, when both sides will be in
an eqpal posmon of strength and
the eoonoxmc deadlock has to work
itself out in the classical manner.

As Dr. Soper has pointed out:

“The economic demands of such mili-
tary preparedness pervert the production
resources and industrial habits of nations,
SO tha} cut-throat competition becomes
unavoidable and ability to resist aggres-
sion xpeans the practice of the very
nauouﬂ habits that encourage aggres-
sion.”

If this solution fails we have to
consale ourselves with the thought
that if the cold war is morally and
economically a strain on us, the
‘Comtnum'st Institutions are under
4 pressure as dire, which in the long
run J,hcy may be less able to sus-

And anyway, the Communist
1 will be a victim of its own
al contradictions (like the capi-
8 stem which has been with
12), it will then either col-
lapse or become capable of *“co-
existing with our own free societies”.
In either event, says Lord Hailsham,
the cold war will have been won.

This, and the attempt by Aneurin
Bevan to effect immediate talks with
Russia will convince few of us that
superiority of weapons or talks at a
“high level” are conducive to world
peace. We are always in favour of
reasonable discussion as a means of
reaching common understanding,
but can we have anything but cyni-
cal expectations for the success of
discussions between rival political
groups with conflicting interests?
I'he endless discussions which have
taken place between the ‘“‘great
powers” 1n the last few years have
been expensive farces which have
convinced no-one of their value, not
even the politicians who participa-
ted. Bevan must be aware of this,
and 1n advocating immediate talks
with Russia he is pandering to a
popular feeling that this may be one
way out ol the impasse.

P— — — — e - -—

South Africa Short of
White Workers

an economy where the vast majority

N

I' of workers are kept in unskilled
positions as a deliberate government
policy, a shortage of skilled workers is
bound to arise.

This is the case in South Africa where,
according to Minister of Labour Jan de
Klerk the shortage of white workers is
so great that ‘the ability of the white
race to maintain superiority is threaten-
ed.”

The country has not the trained man-
power to do the work demanded by its
rapid industrial expansion, he told a
National Party mecting. and he has
ordered an inquiry into the failure of
three training centres to attract sufficient
recruits,

Too bad about that rapid industrial
expansion. But there are plenty of
African workers who would be only too
pleased to learn skilled operations. If
the stuy id Apan!;eid policy leads to
,..‘.‘Lln.. , in S.A., so much the
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“de Klerk is probadly |

We might consider a little more
seriously, however, the proposals
made by Dr. Soper, who suggests
that this country make an unmis-

takable gesture of total disarma-
ment.

He goes on to say :

“The moral effect would be to strength-
en, nay, electrify, the peace-loving multi-
tudes of the world, to release pent-up
hopes and dammed-up powers—on both
sides of the Iron Curtain.

‘Some other country, I am sure, would
quickly follow our example and the
whole international situation be trans-
formed. No country could possibly fear
us and the propaganda even of would-
be enemies would be hamstrung.

‘Instead of motives impugned and
statements doubted—we should be able
to tell the truth and be believed. Better
still, we could offer impartiality to inter-

pnational discussions where at present
there appears nothing but ulterior
motives,

‘In other words, we could provide the
single most important prerequisite of a
fruitful disarmament conference—a dis-
interested chairman.

‘Best of all, the sense of vocation
which such a profoundly adventurous
step would inculcate would, I believe
without sentimentality, bind us together
and help to destroy these marks of de-
cadence which now threaten us.

‘But what of the cola sal risks of such

German Memories of
Guns before Butter

The East German Communist Gov-
ernment has failed to stop housewives
hoarding food, particularly sugar, jam,
flour and fats,

Alarmed officials are trving to reassure
the panic buyers by saving that there is
no danger of scarcity,

The housewives are not convinced.
They anticipate that East Germany will
follow Russia’s example and concentrate
the national effort on heavy industry.

News Chronicle 14/3/55.
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apparent foolhardiness? What of a Rus-
sian invasion? The answer is: | don't
know, and neither do those who pro
phesy the worst.’

Ihe strength of this argument
does indeed lie in the possible effect
total disarmament would have on
the people of the world. Its weak-
ness 1s that Dr. Soper would look to
the legalised methods of Govern-
ment to initiate such a venture. We
consider this to be out of the ques-
tion, and can see no hope at all that
Britain, any more than Russia or
America, would be prepared to re-
linquish her place in world politics
for the sake of such an unprofitable
business as total disarmament.

It seems to us that one answer
really lies within the grasp of the
millions of ordinary men and women
who support their Governments. To

“If a government requires the
support of oaths, it 1s a sign that
it 1s not worth supporting and

ought not to be supported.’

—THOMAS PAINE.

Threepence

suggest that, as a beginning, the
people of Britain withdraw their sup-
port from the Government en masse
in the form of strikes, boycotts, etc.,

18 far less Utopian than the argu-

ments we have been discussing.
What Alex Comfort has called in-
telligent disobedience organised

sufficiently, could ¢ umplud» demor-
alize the ruling class.

It 1s also the unly answer Lo a less
spectacular, but nevertheless fright-
ening piece of information given Dy
James Cameron in his C mmentary
In the News Chronicle (14/3 55).
Commenting on the fact that wars
have been abolished for

years on
paper, and that sensible people re-
gard the pieces of paper on which

the declarations are made as useless

he goes on to suggest that “even
allowing for a magical change of
beart all round, atomic inspection
and control is by now a pipe-

dream”. To jumt\ this he guotes
the editor of the American Bulletin

" Continued on p. 4
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DOCKERS DEMAND AN INCREASE

HE Transport & General Workers'

Liaison Committee in the London
Docks (the unofficial committee formed
during last October's great strike) is
launching a militant campaign to back
up negotiations which are now taking
place for an increase in dockers’ wages.

The wage the dockers are asking for
1S a minimum rate of 30s. per day, as
against the present rate of 24s. This, of
course, s the basic pay, and bears little

there’s plenty of work about. The poi
18, however, that portworkers should be
In receipt of a minimum wage on which
they can live without piecework and
overtime, and on this basis they are lag-
ging behind other sections in the sarse
union.

In terms of real
minimum to-day

wages, the dockers’
1S worth less than in

« 1939, when the rate was a mere 14s. a

day. And they contrast this with the
employers’ greatly increased dividends
and profit-earning capacity through new
plant bought through the port-workers’

ANARCHIST NOTEBOOK

Smog to Our Aid!

IN spite of the American Atomic

Energy Commission’s report dismiss-
ing as groundless the widely expressed
fears that the atomic and hydrogen
bomb tests might pollute the atmosphere
we breathe and affect genetically future
generations, 2000 eminent scientists (of
whom about half have worked on
nuclear energy) have now expressed
themselves as not being as certain as
the Government. In a press interview
in New York last week, the Federation
of American Scientists announced details
of its appeal to the United Nations (o
call a moratorium on hydrogen bomb
tests until it could make a study of the
world’'s atmosphere and then set “safe
limits of control” for future text explo-
S10NS.

According to New York reports:

‘The F.A.S. is well aware that the

PROGRESS OF A DEFICIT!
WEEK 10

Deficit on Freedom £150
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Russians might condemn its proposals

for the setting up of a United Nations
commission and refuse to co-operate at
the start. But, it suggested, if the com-
mission were established by the majority
of other nations, “then, when agreement

is reached on the value of the danger
threshold, the Russians would be forced
by world opinion to accept this con-
clusion.” If the United Nations hesi-
tated to sponsor this study, the Russians
mnght propose their own, in which case
“we would suffer severely from the
propaganda.” But, whoever made the
first move, it would be bound to “shift
one facet of the atomic-armaments race
and the threat of war into the spotlight
of human morality, where we can hope

that nations and pcOplcs can find a com-
mon understanding™.’

*

Meanwhile in Nevada, where atomic
bomb tests are at present being carried
out, other experiments with smoke
screens are accompanying these tests, the
object of which is to ascertain whether
It is possible by meatz of an artificial
smoke blanket to afford some protection
against the thermal effect of the bomb's
blast. .According to the Sunday Times’
New York Correspondent, two kinds of
smoke screen aré used in these so-called
“asbestos™ tests. One is oil fog, of the
kKind released this morning from 120
standard Army smoke generators trig-
gered by remote control. The second is
carbon smoke, much like that often
found over indusirial areas. The smoke
screen does not affect blast or pre?ure

M . 1\.- !

Perhaps, after all, the ac
okelm citiel should think again. We
m F‘ " R " ,‘_‘ "_‘x‘ "-‘.“' - e

.
" el

IJCUUI’.

In their demand for a 30s. minimum
‘with no strings attached’ the Liaison
Committee remind the dockers that in
many cases employers have tried to es-
tablish worsened conditions with wage in-
creases. But, as they say: ‘Only by the
rank and file showing their readiness to
€O Into action against any such bargain-
mg away of their hard-won conditions.
will the employers be defeated.’

%\mwmm e

1s about the T.& G.W.U. officials. they
also say: ‘Make clear to our officials
that they either get on with the job of
securing this increase or get out and
make room for those who will!

We don’t know if this means that
some of those attached to the unofficial
Liaison Committee do, in fact. have
their eyes- on union jobs. but we should
advise the portworkers not to think in
terms of changing their officials, but of
abolishing officialdom in their organisa-
tions and relying all the time on their
own strength and initiative.

bath, advocated by some politician in
authority as a defence against the hyvdro-
gen bomb “fall out”, the other most
effective defence against the bomb is
smoke pollution, even if, in the process
it Kills us off by aggravating lung com-
plaints!

Guerilla Tactics in Kenva

HE growing military strength of the

British forces in Kenya may have
demoralised some of the “enemy”, but
on the other hand it has also had the
effect of developing new techniques of
resistance ameng the poorly armed
Kenyans, and in this respect they have
shown themselves to be intelligent and
capable One example of their tactics

IS given in a News Chronicle report
from Nairobi.

Top Mau Mau terrorists are using
Kenya’s prisons as a refuge from the
security forces.

Nearly 200 Mau committee members
and small fry—including 20 women—
were this week in nine Nairobi prisons.

They tear up the identity cards which,
under the emergency laws, they must
possess, and allow themselves to be
caught. Then they are sentenced to a
few months’ imprisonment.

In jail they take a rest before starting
to spread “h0pe and cheer” propaganda
among other prisoners.

: This week the comb-out was launcha.
n every

file t hooded informers who identi-
fied the terrorists.

Of course, eventually such ruses are s

discovered, but in the meantime new
ones have been thought out, and in this
way the security forces can be harrassed
continuously, |
The barricades may snllbe ~'—~x
onlymlblmndsofmme
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ORWELL &

IT will be seen from the quotations

in our last issue that, for Orwell,
the second world war began in a
mood of resignation rather than of
belhigerency. At the ume of the
Munich cnsis in September 1938 he
was one of the signatories of a mani-
festo which declared :

For the democratic countries which
resort 10 war the immediate result would
be the destruction of the liberties of the
people and the imposition of totalitar-
1an régimes.

If war comes, it will be our duty to

resist, and to organise such opposition
as will hasten the end of that war, not
by Treaties which represent the triumph
of one impenalism over another, and
which would only sow the seeds of
future wars, but by the building of a
new world order based on fellowship
and justice.!
A month later, in his Political Re-
flections on the Crisis, Orwell was
declaning that the Labour Party
should revert to ‘an anu-malitarist
and anti-impenalist line’?, and in
July 1939 he wrote that, ‘Nothing
1s hikely to save us except the emer-
gence within the next two years of
a real mass party whose first pledges
are to refuse war and to right imper-
1al mnjustice™. But by March 1940,
he 1s declaning that to adopt pacifism
1S to help Hitler, yet ‘let us not pre-
tend that we go into this war with
clean hands™. He develops the
famihar view of war as the lesser
evil a few months later:

The future is with the fanatics, and
those who squander their intellects in
pointing out that one fanaticism is very
nearly as bad as another, are merely
making it a little easier for the more evil
Kind to triumph.s

Orwell was a very honest man,
and he descnbes his feelings at this

THEATRE

HE Arts Theatre Club at present

offers two short plays divided by
one interval only. Paradoxically 'the

- nature of the entertainment is such that

&#

k- A Virgin Heart

.
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the evening appears to be unusually long,
and after the interval decidedly tedious.

The curtamn-raiser is “The Lesson™ by
Eugene lonesco. Mr. lonesco seems to
have dug into his mind for some signi-
ficant nonsense. but without enough
vision or an idée fixe 1o guide him, he
has potboiled it into an unsavoury
melange which turns out to be a sort of
Freudian Grand Guignol. It i1s meant
to be phantasmagoric but lacks the
essence of a nightmare by failing to
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time, without pretending that they

are based on ponderous thought:

For several vears the coming war was
a nightmare to me, and at times I even
made speeches and wrote pamphlets
against it. But the night before the
Russo-German pact was announced |
dreamed that the war had started. It
was one of those dreams which, whatever
Freudian inner meaning they may have,
do sometimes reveal to you the real
state of vour own feelings. It taught
me two things, first, that 1 should be re-
lieved when the long-dreaded war start-
ed. secondly, that 1 was patriotic at
heart. would not sabotage or act agamnst
my own side, would support the war,
would fight in it if possible. | came
downstairs to find the newspaper an-
nouncing Ribbentrop’s flight to Moscow,
So war was coming, and the Govern-
ment, even the Chamberlain Govern-
ment. was assured of my lovalty. Need-
less to sav this lovalty was and remains
merely a gesture. . . .

If 1 had to defend my recasons for sup-
porting the war, | believe 1 could do so.
There 1s no real alternative between re-
sisting Hitler and surrendering to him,
and from a Socialist point of wview |
should sav that it is better to resist; In
any case | can see no argument for sur-
render that does not make nonsense of
the Republican resistance in Spain, the
Chinese resistance to Japan, etc,, etc.
But 1 don’t pretend that this 1s the emo-
tional basis of my actions. What |
knew in my dream that night was that
the long drilling in patriotism which the
middle classes go through had done its
work. and that once England was in a
serious jam it would be impossible for me
to sabotage. But let no one mistake
the meanmg of this. Patriotism has
nothing to do with conservatism. It 1s
devotion to something that is changing
but is felt to be mystically the same, like
the devotion of the ex-White Bolshevik
to Russia. To be loval both to Cham-
berlain’s England and to the England of

NOTES

touch the chords in the breast of the
dreamer or wishful hater. The author
defies us to take him seriously on any
plane, comscious or subconscious. and
the piece is never funny enough on either
of these levels. And while it keeps one
feverishly trving to nail down a thread
of direction in its crazy maze, it is rather
a nerve-racking and barren experience,
though decidedly more stimulating than
the play which follows 1. It fails both
as a piece of nonsense and as a piece of
theatre because its author adds no con-
viction to his courage. It offers no re-
lease of tension and leaves at the end a
decidedly unpleasant flavour. It 1s very
well acted by Stephen Murray and
Helena Hughes.
*

“Sacrifice To The Wmd"” by André
Obey, may aptly be called long-winded!
It deals with the sacrifice by Agamemnon
of his daughter Iphigenia to placate the
Gods and change the wind of battle.

I have never felt less interested in any
Greek charactérs than in these, though
thev represent besides Iphigenia and
Agamemnon the worthy persons of
Menelaus, Ulysses and Clyvtemnestra.
(Though it is a very long time before we
realize from thé dialogue whom each
character is supposed to represent.) The
play 18 nothing more than a plea by
Menelaus and Ulysses to Agamemnon to
give up his inhuman ambition and super-
stitious fanaticism, for the value of a
human life is worth more than the dead
fruits of wvictory. Unfortunately Age-
memnon hardly deigns to counter their
arguments and the plav becomes a ted-
iously static one-sided affair which goes
round and round the same point end-
lessly.

The English version by John Whiting
is too deliberately coined and conspi-
cuous, and | feel cannot be helpful to
the author. Surely the essence of a good
translation 1s its unobtrusiveness. Mr.
Whiting, in his attempt to colloquialize,
has lost anyv of the poetry the original
mav have had.

All this 1s least noticeable when
Ulvsses is speaking. Ht- i1s the most
acceptable character, and, as played by
Rupert Davies has found a natural way
of putting his lines across. The servant,
played by Douglas Ives, is also easy to
listen to and accept. The rest are mere
Greek statues pompously posturing and
declaiming, but never coming to life.
Neither does the tension of war ever
permeate the tent. There is a dead
soldier whom the Gods have apparently
accepted as a sacrifice, so that the death
of Iphigenia becomes doubly useless.
He tries, in vain, to get into contact with
the fourth wall of the lLiving, but this
device fails dramatically because of its
tedious repetition,
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to-morrow might seem an impossibility,
if one did not know it to be an every-
day phenomenon. Only revolution can
save England, that has been obvious for
vears, but now the revolution has started,
and it may proceed quite quickly if only
we can Keep Hitler out, Within two
vears, mavbe a year, if only we can hang
on, we shall see changes that will sur-
prise the wdiots who have no foresight.
| dare say the London gutters will have
to run with blood. All right, let them,
if 1t 1s necessary, But when the Red
militias are billeted in the Ritz 1 shall
still feel that the England 1 was taught
to love so long ago and for such differ-
ent reasons i1s somechow persisting.6

It 1s probably not worth while, in
this context, to go further into Or-
well’s attitude to the war, and his

attacks
apologised, on those who opposed
it, but it will be seen that his posi-

tion was very far from that of anar-
chists in this country. His revolu-
tion did not come, or rather, it came
in the form of a partial redistribu-
tion of income, full employment,
improved social services, the recog-
nition of necessity in India, and

some limited mitigation of imperial-

ism elsewhere, but by this time,
Orwell had, in Mr. V. S. Pritchett’s

phrase, ‘suspecting something fishy
in the site, broken camp and advan-
ced alone to some tougher position
in a bleaker place’.

If we turn to Orwell’s own utter-
ances about anarchism as a philo-

sophy, we do not find much to
justify the description of him as an

for which he afterwards

anarchist. He knew what the word
meant, which is more than could be
said of some of his contemporaries
in the literary world. He had des-
cribed his reactions to anarchism in
Spain, and on his return from Spain
was one of the sponsors of the
English section (organised by Emma
Goldman) of S.ILA. (International
Anti-Fascist Solidarity), the relief
organisation set up by the Spanish
anarchists. He was a friend of
several of the editors of this paper,
and was active in the Freedom Press
Defence Committee and later the
Freedom Defence Committee. Lon-
don readers may remember his ap-
pearances at the Committee'’s public
meetings to demand an amnesty
for war-time deserters and to protest

against the internment of Spanish
#" Continued on p. 4

Non-Violence and the Revolution-=2

IN the early stages of a revolution the

main problem will consist of the de-
fence of relatively small areas of country
against overwhelming counter-revolution-
ary forces. This may seem a bit dif-
ferent from the conventional view of a
mass rising all over a whole nation. But
one has to remember that the Britush
Isles themselves are a small area by
modern standards. One hydrogen bomb
would finish any revolution to all In-
tents and purposes. Several ordinary
atomic bombs, such as those used at
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, would cripple
the country, and make it impossible to
continue¢ any sort of effective warfare.
Britain cannot defend herself militarily,
despite all the complex radar devices.
As a famous statesman said years ago,
“The bomber will always get through.”
One bomber would be enough.

Therefore the principles of revolution-
ary non-violent defence are the same for
an ordinary-sized nation as for a single
village. The problem 1s two-fold. De-
fence against attack from outside, and
defence against attack from within. We
will deal with the last point first.

No revolution is supported by every-
body. Therefore One must expect a fair
amount of opposition, and even sabot-
age, within the revolutionary area, how-
ever small. One of the methods that
may be used against counter-revolution-
aries i1s the boycott. This 1s a weapon
so powerful, and often so painful to its
viciims, that one almost hesitates to call
it non-violent. Most children know what
it 1s lhike to send someone, or be sent,
“to Coventry”. Nevertheless, when I
regard the society around me, 1 do not
feel too kindly disposed towards those
who actively or passively support it. Un-
fortunately not all those who would op-
pose a revolution would be ardent sup-
porters of tyranny. Many would be
people who wanted a different sort of
revolution. Those who refused to co-
operate in the revolutionary struggle, but
did not actively interfere should be
allowed to go their own way. As a
matter of fact this is the basic principle.
If the people wish to make an anarchist
revolution that is their affair. Those
who do not wish to join in must take
the responsibility for their own lives,
set up and run their own authoritarian
society, but must not expect the revolu-
tionaries to help them, or even want to
have much to do with them.

In the case of the active saboteurs the

When finally Iphigenia herself appears
it is too late to save the evening. Miss
Helena Hughes spoilt a moving perform-
ance by outbursts of modern undignified
venom in which she shook her head up
and down like a wet poodle. The plea
against the utter futility of human sacri-
fice to war remains an admirable theory
but fails to make any impact as a drama.
| am sorry to say 1 found the evening
cold comfort against the biting wind
outside.

*

At the Old Vic, “As You Like It” is
given a sound all-round performance.
This 1s the one play of the season that
seems to have put less of a strain on the
present company. They fall into their
allotted parts with zest and ease, and
the result is really enjoyable. There is
a modern flavour about the comedy
scenes which decidedly improves them.
Almost every one in the large cast 1s
admirable. Eric Porter makes a most
convincing attractive character of Jaques,
Gwen Cherrell does wonders with Celia,
Paul Rogers is in his element and genu-
inely amusing as Touchstone. There are
two very good performances of Phoebe
and the - Shepherd by Eleanore Bryan
and Alan Doble and both Miss Virginia
McKenna and John Neville proceed to
relax and enjoy themselves and we grate-
fully follow them. D.

only thing to do is to have nothing to
do with them. The boycott must be
complete. This has been practised
against occupying armies in the past, and
could be applied against counter-revolu-
tionary armies invading the revolution-
ary arca from outside, as well as against
counter-revolutionaries within.  People
have served the soldiers in the shops,
submitted to having them billetted in
their homes, and provided them with all
the food and services necessary. But
they have not spoken to them, or treated
them as if they were anything more than
ingenious robots, who had to be nour-
ished and looked after, but who need
not be regarded as human beings.

In this case the people suffering the
occupation would fear the consequences
of refusing to serve the soldiers, and
it is to avoid punishment by the occu-
pying authority as far as possible that
this method of resistance was devised.
But against civilians living in the revolu-
tionary areas the methods could be
much harsher, according to circum-
stances. If enemies of the revolution
could not even get their food served to
them in shops and restaurants they
would ultimately have to leave the dis-
trict. If this seems harsh one has to
realise that “enemies of the revolution”
may cover not just philosophical.-appo-
nents, but those who wreck machines,
blow up bridges, or start Fascist mjlitias.

It may of course be urged that the
revolution will have many secret oppo-
nents, who will act under some sort of
cover. However, if the revolutionary
organisation is sufficiently decentralised,
and broken down into small units, there
will be little chance of secrecy. Indeed,
one of the arguments against life in
small communities, the country village
for example, is precisely that there is so
little privacy and secrecy.

If a person is found to have com-
mitted violent and destructive acts
against the revolution, involving damage
to communal or personal property, or
even loss of life (though in a non-violent
struggle this is not so likely), he may
well find himself not too gently grabbed
and hustled out of the neighbourhood.
He may even be kicked out of several
communities till he finds some district
sympathetic to his point of view. How-
ever he is not likely to find himself be-
coming a heroic martyr, as he would if
he was beaten up, tortured, or killed.

There 1s after all nothing very noble,
except to a few psychopaths, in damag-
ing the enterprises of peaceable people,
who do not retaliate in Kind.

Of course psychopaths there will be.

But there are not a great number of

them, and some of them, if treated
kKindly, will submit to treatment. To
found armies to carry on a violent strug-
gle against a handful of unbalanced folk,
however annoying their acts may be, is
equivalent to breaking a butterfly on
the wheel.

As for taking over industry and thé
land, there is little need for violence In
this. The actual owners by themselves
are powerless. And if the local popu-
lation supports the workers, as it will,
there 1s not much that the ordinary
police force can do either. The danger
lies, as in Spain, in the counter-revolu-
tionary forces massing in another part
of the country, and invading the part
occupied by the revolutionaries.

Before going on to discuss the prob-
lems raised by this invasion, I shall deal
with one or two more general questions.

The idea of non-violence is not liked,
even by many of those who support it
Many of the most ardent advocates of
passive resistance are exceedingly aggres-
sive in character. They seem
rather ashamed of their support for this
method of struggle. They assure you,
with the most incredible fervour, that
they would support violent methods, if
only such methods were practical. Un-
fortunately they are not, so they fall
back on non-violence as an unfortunate
but inevitable alternative.

I may say here and now that this is
not my outlook. I bglieve that non-
violence is likely to prove more effective
than violence in the long run, and In
many cases in the short run too. But
I favour it because it i1s humaner. I
would favour it even if it were altogether
less effective than violence, because of
the horrible cruelties that violence
always brings with it. Refusal to resist
violently may involve submitting to
cruelties, but if one gives blow for blow
one piles up atrocity on atrocity. Ven-
geance then takes the place of idealism,
and the main purpose of the revolt is
lost sight of. Besides which, the inflic-
tion of pain i1s a bad thing in itself, who-
ever actually suffers it.

ARTHUR W. ULOTH.

Winifred Smith

T was with very deep regret that we

learned early last week of the sudden
death of our dear friend Mrs. Smith.
During the 14 vears we had known her,
she gave us her warm friendship; she
stimulated us in our work by her own
enthusiasm and tireless energy; and many
have been the occasions when her gene-

rosity came to the aid of comrades in

need (particularly during the war years),
as well as to the many initiatives with
which we have been connected.

Winifred Smith was one of those rare
people whose curiosity for new ideas was
stiimulated and sparked off at an age
when most of her contemporaries were
sadly resigning themselves to the incon-
veniences of old age and mental stagna-
tion. It was through Rationalist litera-
ture and such journals as The Freethinker
(whose editors Chapman Cohen and
Mrs. Cohen were to become good friends
of hers), that her interest in anarchism
was aroused and the first contact with
Freedom Press made,

*

AS evidence of her tireless energy she

undertook two vyears ago, when
she was 80, the task of writing her mem-
oirs. It represented a formidable task,
to cast back her mind over so many

I

to' ber =

years to her childhood, and to use a
medium which until then had served
only for letter-writing. But she tackled
it almost with gay abandon yet giving
to it much thought and feeling. To her
recollections of her home and childhood
in New Zealand she applied her ideas
on rational education, and it is clear that
her purpose in writing these memoirs
was to convey to others how much
damage can be caused to the yeung
by instilling in them obedience through
fear of punishment whether from the
family or from some unseen Diety.
Children, she passionately believed.
should be taught from an early age all
about evolution, about the origins of
man and of this planet. There was no
story more fascinating she thought, and
at her house in Portishead she was never
without an audience of children eagerly
listening to her telling them, in her
inimitable way, of the history of one
of the many geological specimens she
pad collected specially for such occas-
10NS.

Winifred Smith believed that know-
ledge was the key to man's emancipa-
tion, and to this end she devoted these
last fifteen or twenty active years of her
life seeking to transmit to others that
discovery which had transformed and

rejuvenated her mind and body. R.
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WATCH Mr. FOOT,
Mr. BEVAN & CO.!

IF the present struggles within the

Labour Party represented an

open revolt against the parliament-

~ary system in general, and the quasi-

-

I

dictatorial powers of the Labour

Party-Trade Union executives in
particular, we could find ourselves
working up some enthusiasm over
the events on the home front during
the past fortnight. But in fact the
Attlee-Bevan battle is being fought
within the prison walls of parlia-
mentary democracy. Even Sir Rich-
ard Acland, who at first sight ap-
peared to have escaped into the
outside world while the party war-
ders were fighting among them-
selves, has now expressed his inten-
tion of giving himself up if the
electors of Gravesend will have him
in his new disguise; thus showing
that his experiences as a Liberal,
Common Wealth, and Labour,
Member of Parliament have not
taught him very much as to the
fundamental nature of politics!
“Are we making Parliament a
Sham?” asks Michael Foot in last
week’s issue of Tribune, and, using
similar arguments to the ones ad-
vanced 1n recent issues of FREEDOM,
demonstrates in a most convincing
way that this is the case. He does
not pause however, to question
parliamentary democracy, but seeks
a scapegoat in the Labour Party
Standing Orders. Mr. Foot in spite
of his experience does not question
the principle of government; he even
wishes us to believe that “the people
can participate in the government”

if only they are “put in a position

to judge the conduct of their repre-
sentatives”. All this is necessary is
that “the proceedings of parliament
should be conducted in the open,
that both the debates there and the
voting lists should be made public”.

Mr. Foot quotes extensively and
with approval from the writings of
Edmund Burke, and his choice re-
veals that the only revolutions Mr.
Foot will join are palace revolutions:
not for him the street!

Mr. Foot believes in “public men”
—however much Mr. Bevan may
deplore, in another column of
Tribune that mankind should “hold
its breath on the edge of the preci-
pice until the British Prime Minister
recovered from his partial paralysis”
—and what i1s more, for him “parlia-
ment without parties to-day would
become a rabble incapable of ac-
complishing anything”. (Can one
imagine how horrified Mr. Foot
would be at the suggestion that the
destinies of the country should be
in the hands of the people, all 50
million of them?) He quotes Burke
in defence of party politics: “When

- bad men combine the good must

associate; else they will fall one by
one, an unpitied sacrifice in a con-
temptible struggle”. A very good
quotation which anarchists could
quote as well as Mr. Foot, the only
difference being that he assumes—
against all the evidence—that there
are good politicians, whereas the
anarchist contends that the people
can only defend themselves where
they are strongest, not through *‘re-
presentatives™ in Parliament but at
their places of work, in their affinity
groups, and 1n larger groupings
where organisation is spontaneous

~ and controlled from below.

3 *
- MR. FOOT also quotes Burke in
22 defence of ‘‘action” at all
- costs:

-"ﬂ:. ke, is spurious.

~ “All virtue which is impracticable, said
We should rather
run the risk of falling into faults in a
course which leads us to act with effect
and energy than to loiter out our days
without blame and without use. ‘Public

life is a situation of power and energy:
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TO men who are fairly uninhibited, the

idea of devoting one's life to domi-
nating others is rightly considered a
vicious and demented purpose. Politi-
cians, as with other kinds of ambitious
position-seekers, have been the subject
of numerous studies in the field of
psychopathol8gy. More powerful or less
powerful, Hitler, Napoleon, Peron or
‘little-man’ Strydom, certain c¢haracter-
Istics are common to all, and to the
societies they dominated.
In the most personal sense, moods,
irrationalities and a variety of com-

over Lo the enemy’. This, as | have said,
18 the classical defence of the party
system . Certainly 1 dissent from
not one word of it”,

Not the wilderness for Mr. Foot
and his friends! They seek the
limelight and power, and time is
pressing for these middle-aged poli-
ticians thwarted by old men, and
threatened by a bunch of ambitious,
up-and-coming yes-men. Their only
hope lies in the exploitation of the
goodwill and aspirations of the rank
and file of the Labour Party and
the Trades Union movement since
the Party and Union machines are
in the Attlee bag. But let no work-
ing man or liberally-minded person
be misled into confusing means with
ends. For the Bevanites the goal
1s political power, and if, and when,
they occupy the government benches
they will conduct affairs in much
the same way as their predecessors.
Their means—their tactic, is cun-
ning and dangerous, for they appeal
to, and pose as, the real champions
of the common man. Yet when they
should dare to voice their criticisms
they will treat them as the *“‘rabble”
just as Mr. Foot has suggested Par-
liament would become once Mem-
bers voted according to the dictates
of their conscience (or according to
the wishes of their constituents?)

No action is possible without run-
ring the risk of making mistakes.
Agreed. But in the first place action
which is in contradiction with one’s
fundamental principles is doomed in
advance to failure and disaster.
Secondly, it is one thing to be re-
sponsible for the consequences of
one’s actions, quite another to have
to shoulder the consequences of the
actions of others in which one has
had no voice. This is the tragedy
of the political systems of to-day.

*

HE i1ssue of Tribune before us, is
essential reading for those who
may harbour illusions or pin their
hopes on the Bevanite group or on
parliamentary democracy. They
have nothing to offer which any
other group of politicians could not
offer equally well. Their hopes of
peace rest on the meeting table

. around which the Big Three will

thrash out their differences. Bevan’s
article is an attack on the vanity of
Churchill on the one hand and a
call for a meeting of Churchill, and
the leaders of the great powers on
the other! He does not look to
the workers of the world to end the
tension. On the contrary he is fos-
tering the view that “the ordinary
men and women throughout the
world are looking to their states-
men for courage and sagacity—and
endless patience” (our italics) . . .
And if only they had the good sense
to put Nye Bevan in power! And
Michael Foot in a straight-from-the
shoulder attack on parliamentary
democracy, which he confesses is
both a “sham” and a *“‘farce”, has
nevertheless neither offered any sug-
gestions as to ‘how the voice of the
people might, under a Foot-Bevan
régime, play a dominating réle in
their deliberations, nor has he de-
cided to resign from that talking
shop of which he surely despairs

when he asks:

“What is the use of judgment which
can affect no votes, thought. which can
influence no one else’s thinking,

his
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a speech
which may satisfy a man’s conscience or
ego but which cannot affect the action of |

SOUTH AFRICA

plexes, have frequently taken the place
of reason, intelligence and objectivism.
The driving force of leaders and sup-
posedly great men is always weakness
or disease well disguised. In a more
general sense, however, their strength
and position is relative to the will to
submit of those they dominate. In
South Africa, for example, without in
any way being guilty directly, the ignor-
ance, inertia and fear of the non-
European is a primary reason for the
rise of men like Strydom. The relation-
ship of the will to surrender of the
masses of men like Mussolini and Hitler.
to the political machines of communism
and neo-fascism, is too well-known to
need repeating. The power of the State
or a Leader is at once the measure of the
mass will to surrender.,

From Caesar to Strydom. from Cleo-
patra to Ava Gardner, the mystique of
the build-up has helped to create an im-
pressive myth. Without the bluff of
ornate churches and the tradition of the
verity of the Bible, Christians would be
left to find religion for themselves.
Without crowns, titles, exclusiveness and
wealth, royalty would have to maintain
itself on its true merits. In the case of
Strydom, it is known that he had in his
youth ambitions to be an actor. Al-
though his ability did not take him far.
it has served him well in his political
career.

He is known to silence opposition by
the intensity of the stare of cold blue
eyes. Movements of arms and head.
giving force to rhetoric, were perfected
in front of a mirror. Like Mussolini.
he makes the most of what is commonly
referred to as a strong jaw. He has ac-
cepted from communists the technique
of slogans and their hammer-effect.

The build-up goes further, however.
While the number of lions in the forests
of Africa is falling away, the title of
Lion is becoming commoner. Strydom
shares this honour with the Lion of
Judah, the late Lion of Neghelli, the
British lion at Simonstown and the Car-
diff wrestler Abdullah, the Lion of

]'eedﬂm Notes on Men Like Strydom

Libya., In the case of Strydom, he be-
gan as the Lion of Waterburg, his first
constituency, became the Lion of the
Transvaal as his political status im-
proved. As Prime Minister of South
Africa, he 1s now, of course, The Lion

of Africa. ‘
The terrible truth has been noticed
before that war and oppression can

come from the caprices and weaknesses
of single individuals. The shortness of
Musso and Napoleon, Hitler's First War
military rank, the lameness of Goebbels,
are all significant factors. Toothache,
frustrated love, tight collars and a look
in the mirror must also have played their
part. Even during the last Tfew weeks
we have learnt that a unique opportunity
to lessen East-West tension was called

off because Winston Churchill became
ill.  Although a parliamentary demo-
cracy, Britain was apparently rendered

impotent by the sickness of the great

man.
*

REE particular failures in Stry-

dom’s life have contributed to his
obsession for power and the bringing
nearer of the police state in South
Africa. His first failure was as an
ostrich-farmer; he had just become es-
tablished when the First World War
caused the collapse of this venture., The
seccond was his marriage to an actress,
Marda Vanne, but she divorced him after
a very short time. Among Afrikaner
Nationahists this 1s a particular disgrace.
The third failure was his attempt to
become an actor. Frustrated by events,
Strydom then withdrew to the less
spectacular occupation of a law practice.
His ability to express himself forcefully,
however, soon led him to politics. that
other field of oratory. persuasion and
chicanery. Purposely feeding the preju-

dices and tradmtional hatreds of unedu-
cated farmers and poor-whites, he achi-
ved immediate and remarkable success.
The acclamation his eloguence received
no doubt proved flattering to the un-
successful actor.

The problems of politicians and auth-

3

oritarians vary in different countries.
The extremes to which they go are
occasionally related to the traditions and
lawful practices of their countries—but
always related to the ends they can
safely achieve and what they believe to
be the absolute limits of their power.
In the case of Strydom, he has stated
his own ultimate position as follows:
T'here 15 no halfway house between
domination and equality. Is there any-
one m South Africa stupid enough to
believe that if there was equality the
white people would be able to maintain
themselves in South Africa?

Having stated the problem in this un-
equivocal manner, he had to decide the
ultimate position to which he can safely

advance. To destroy physically the non-
European communities would be 2
simple and permanent solution. His
power does not go that far, however.
and there is the real truth that South
Africa could no more function as a

modern state without its non-European
labour force than Britain could without
its workmng class. The most practical
solution, then, is limited apartheid. 1If
the non-European can be made to sub-
mith to this, they will be socially and
geographically separated from the mod-
ern state they have helped to create and
will remain a labour force to be drawn
on as the situation requires. Complete
apartheid 1s not, of course, a practical
recality.

Strydom and his supporters have been
the object of much hostility and criticism
by more moderate groups in his own

country and in Britain. Yet if his pur-
pose could be achieved without social
unrest and economic chaos, it is certain

that many of these hostile groups would
be rehieved. The moral principles of
this purpose being of no importance, it
would then be left to the various bour-
geois-capitalist opposition parties to fight
elections on more promising issues. As
it 1s, Strydom bhas correctlv estimated
‘white’ opinion in South Africa and is
certain to achreve increasing success for
his policies. Instead of the inefficiency,
vacillation and hyvpocrisy of groups like
the United Party, he shows a clear-
sighted and determined resolution. If
the non-European is to be an oppressed
labour force, let it be done efficiently
and “sensibly™, C.H.

Conformity by Persuasion

The principle: ‘He who moulds public
sentiment goes deeper than he enacts
statutes or pronounces decisions’.

—ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

The technique: ‘In the long run basic
results in influencing public opinion
will be achieved only by the man
who is able to reduce problems ro
the simplest terms and who has the
courage to keep forever repeating
them in this simplified form despite
the objections of the intellectuals.

—from Goebels’ diary.

PERSUASION iIs the most effective

technique used by democratic gov-
ernments to maintain the sratus quo.
Democratic government, as it exists to-
day, 1s not government of the people,
for the people, by the people; it is gov-
ernment of the people by an élite. That
élite may be composed of politicians or
of bureaucrats, or of both, and their
actions will be influenced by many fac-
tors, but not sufficiently to transfer the
real power to other hands. Their power
1S not absolute,. because, except in the
last resort, they are not entirely depen-
dent on force for maintaining their posi-
tion. The élite depends on the power
to persuade the people that it is govern-
ing itself. This is the great myth of
democracy which at all costs has to be
propagated as truth; it is the first princi-
ple of all liberal government.

The spread of education and the im-
provement in methods of communicating
idéas have made people more aware of
how they are governed. They can no
longer be told what to do, they must
be persuaded—or, more accurately, they
must appear to be persuaded. Election
campaigns are conducted on the assump-
tion that one candidate will convince a
majority of the electors that the party
or policy for which he stands will pro-
vide a form of government which will
look after the electors’ interests. But,
of course, in fact it makes little differ-
ence which candidate is elected—the
important point is that the elector
should be persuaded that he is making
a decision on how he shall be governed.

This myth that individuals can influ-
ence governments by what is known as
‘public opinion® is unwittingly exposed
by lan Harvey in his apologia for the
advertising ‘industry’, The Technique of
Persuasion (Falcon Pres ;

“In order to form public opinion it is

ocssary to plant the_ seed of opinion
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fruit must appear to be the fruit of the
individual concerned’.

and

‘The technique of persuasion 1s the tech-
nique of persuading free people to con-
form to a pattern of life.’

*
ADVERTISING is illogical, immoral,

and anti-social; but 1t succeeds.

Advertising can create the ‘character’ of
a product to such an extent that, in spite
of the Advertising Association’s claim
that ‘advertised goods are good’, it is
immaterial whether or not the product
does what is claimed for it. Again in
the words of Mr. Harvey (op. cit.)

‘Advertising gives the product prestige
and simultaneously it establishes the
confidence of the public in that product
which transforms the desire to buy it
once into a habit.’ -

Governments can learn much from
the specialist in the art of persuasion,
the advertising ‘industry’. The objec-
tives of both government and advertiser
are the same, that is to persuade people
to conform to a particular pattern. In
the case of governments to the acceplt-
ance of authornity, and in the case of
advertisers to the habit of buying par-
ticular products.

Emotions have to be moulded so that
a particular reaction is obtained. Ad-
vertisements are designed to play on the
desires and anxieties of ordinary people:
the appetites for food and drink and sex:
the fear of being looked down on. The
natural instincts are perverted into
secondary, artificial drives—the instinct
of self-preservation is perverted into am-
bition and its corollary ‘keeping up with
the Jones's'. Both are emphasised as
virtues and they are frequently appealed
to by advertisers. The type of adver-
tisement known as ‘gracious living' is the
most typical of this class. It can be used
to sell almost anything. For instance:

‘An advertisement in the New Yorker
of January 27, 1951, was headed “Intro-
duction to Social Poise™. The text be-

~gan: “Give your children the right roots

to grow on. Let them absorb the grace
of tasteful, relaxed living from their
earliest experiences and memories”. The
product advertised would “help to give
growing children social poise . . . free
from self-consciousness, awkwardness
and = unnatural restraint”™ . Prolonge

guessing on the reader’s part woulc ﬁi
bably fail to identify .the product: a
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If 1t 1s quite obvious that vou are not
going to be in a position to enjoy the
fruits of gracious living then the adver-
tuser adopts a different technique. Here
IS an extract from an American publica-
tion Modern Radio Advertising by C. H.
Wolfe (Funk & Wagnalls).

‘Lower socio-economic group. Srella
Dallas [a radio sernial] has as its heroine
a lower-middle-class woman who cham-
pions virtues that have nothing to do
with wealth. The rich appear only as
blind souls who must be guided back to
righteousneoss by the direct, unsophisti-
cated Stella.’

One wonders just what virtues they are
tthat have something ‘to do with wealth’.

Appealing to fantasies of wealth or of
moral goodness, fantasies that compen-
sate for the lack of colour and wital in-
terests In people’s lives, is the most com-
mon method used by advertisers. This
approach includes the appeals made to
ambition and the desire for ‘gracious
living’. Another technique, which has
not been so widely used in this country
as in the U.S.A. is that of playing on the
fear of physical hurt or of a personal
catastrophe. A particularly unpleasant
example i1s an advertisement now being
published by a firm making fireproof
plasterboard. It shows a very realistic
photograph depicting a frightened man
and woman watching their house burn-
ing in which their children are trapped.
The moral being that it wouldn't have
happened if they had used the right
plasterboard. The Advertisers’ Weekly
(24/2/55), discussing this advertisement
with approval, said:

‘Is 1it, however sound advertising psy-
chology to play fear in adverts? . . .
Well, the modern school of evangelism
believes that the conscience of the people

needs a more direct awareness of the
frailties of human flesh—and it gets
results; perhaps advertising, too., can
occasionally be more direct and less
squeamish’. ;
That is, anvthing that gets results is
justifiable. ) ;

Governments are, of course, old hands
at persuading people to conform by

playing on their fears. Its most obvious
use is in war propaganda, which aims to
rouse up hatred by inducing fear of the
barbarism and cruelty of the enemy and

then canalises it into the ect:
desire to fight in the armed
it to work for you, at the same time im
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Reflections on a Community

only one week-end spent on
community at Cirencester one

AFTER

the
cannot draw a comprehensive and com-
pletely accurate picture of what one

sees. Impressions of value take a lhittle
time to mature and time often makes
fundamental changes, Nevertheless,
generally speaking, 1 was most impress-
ed with two facets of the community.
One. that the people were more con-
cerned with affirming by practice what

they believed in than in protesting
against what they thought was Life-
negative in their environment. Two,

that social difficulties were evaluated on
the basis of human need and human
frailty rather than on the basis of this
principle or that ideology.

The first facet has eliminated the
“long-haired” individual who, unable
to find equilibrium in his own life, joins
such a community i an attempt 10
escape from himself; as well as the
“Compulsive Revolutionary”™ who only
thinks of purposes and not of function.
If the attitude of the first facet remains
predominant in the Community it will
form an organic safeguard against the
disturbed individual from making any
inroad into the community.

The second facet is certainly new in
community life and is prone to certain
difficulties. Usually communities ex-
pect behaviour from an individual on

the basis of their accepted 1deology,
principle, or religious concept. “Com-
unitas”. as the community 1s known,

attempts to understand human behav-
jour on the basis of what psychology,
and especially Reich, has to offer. The
danger here is that conclusions may be
reached via amateur psycho-analysis.
But one can't help recognising this
pioneer effort as something vastly differ-
ent from the general practice in other
communities. Reich, whose influence 1s

Democracy in Practice
was reported in an earlier issue of

S
A FreepoM, the British Transport
Commission refused to accept a Tribune
poster advertising a meeting on ‘Talks
with Russia Now' on the grounds that
it was controversial. Here 1s part of the
given by Mr. Dodson-Wells,
advertising officer to the
B.T.C.. as reported in the Advertisers
Weekiy :

‘Further, if we, a nationalised under-

" taking and subject to the policy of the

government of the day, were to accept
all comers., we would be obliged to ac-
cept posters attacking any aspect of gov-
ernment policy, including that to which
we conform in running our undertaking’.

And that, of course, would never do!

ONLY 10 DAYS

During the current month only (and for readers outside Europe
until the end of April) we are offering a number of our books and

pamphlets at greatly reduced prices, most of them under cost price.

~ Readers wishing to avail themselves of this offer should send
their orders and cash direct to FREEDOM PRESS or, if they can call,
they will find the books on display at the FREEDOM BOOKSHOP.

much in evidence, also offers a techmque
for understanding the irrational impulises
that motivate people’s behaviour, and
this understanding is one step towards
intelligent control. It is perhaps, in this
context. that one may mention that apart
from the obvious financial difficulties of
such a community attempt, the greatest
problem is really the human material
that goes to make up such a community;,
and here scientific insight and -rational
control i1s of tremendous mportance.
The Community cannot cure; all it can
do is to provide a rational and under-
standing environment for people to work
out their own difficulties. It has become
increasingly evident that only people
capable of adjustment already can ever

make a community work; to embue the
community with the function of doctor
and psycho-analyst thrown together 1s
extremely foolhardy, The value of the
community lies in the fact that people
with a common outlook, who protest
against a maddening world by living
differently. may get together and con-
solidate their new life. On a broader
plane it appears to be the only other
constructive alternative against impend-
ing world destruction. A new politics
of day to day life will be formed by the
spontancous growth of such communities
all over the world.

Communitas itself nestles in the mudst
of a 60-acre ‘Macaroni’ wood some 80
miles from London. During the war it

ORWELL & ANARCHISM

8" Continued from p. 2
refugees in this country. On many
issueS Orwell and the anarchists
raised their voices, and the political
left as a whole remained silent. But
Orwell, in his realistic ‘plain man’
attitude, could not, by his very tem-
perament, declare himself for any-
thing so remote as anarchism, con-
sidered as a political philosophy.
In 1940, in the course of his peren-
mal examination of the English
character, he writes of the ‘native
English anarchism™ which “gives one
a hint of what a proletarian revolu-
tion might be like, if such a thing
could happen’,” but in 1947 on the
same subject he observes that:
Even the most drastic changes will
have to happen peacefully, and with a
show of legality, and evervone except the
‘lunatic fringes’ of the various political
parties 1s aware of this . . . The ruthless
ideologies of the Continent—not merely
communism and fascism, but anarchism,
Trotskvism, and even ultramontane
Catholicism—are accepted in their pure
form only by the intelligentsia, who
constitute a sort of island of bigotry
amid the general vagueness. It is signi-
ficant that English revolutionary writers

are obliged to use a bastard vocabulary

whose key phrases are mostly transla-
tiohs. There are no native English

words for most of the concepts they are
dealing with.8

George Woodcock sums up Orwell’s
political attitude in these terms:

If iconoclasm is Orwell’s role 1n poli-
tical writing, then we can hardly expect
the opposite virtue and, indeed, we find
that he has little to say on how society
can be changed and what it should be-
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come. On these points he has largely
accepted the Labour Party line, with a
few deviations to the left, but he seems
to have no clear conception of a socialist
society, beyond a rather vague idea that
brotherhood is the essential basis of
socialism. This 1s, indeed, an important
fact which many socialists seem to have
forgotten, but it belongs less to an era
of state socialism than to the liberalism
of the past or the anarchism of the
future . From conversations with
him, I gather that he conceives, again
very vaguely, something more like a
svndicalist federation than a real State
in the traditional socialist model.¥

and Orwell in turn writes of Wood-
cock’s own opinions

. . he at any rate demonstrates that
anarchism is not the same thing as
woolly-minded Utopianism. He does
not. however, fullyv meet the objection
that anarchism is simply another -ism
and that all movements involving large
groups of people tend to be alike In
their intellectual atmosphere.10

He regarded Kropotkin, with his
‘inventive and pragmatical outlook’
as ‘one of the most persuasive of
anarchist writers’,'!! but was suspi-
cious of what he regarded as

. . the totalitarian tendency which 1s
explicit in the anarchist or pacifist vision
of Society. In a society in which there
is no law, and in theory no compulsion,
the only arbiter of behaviour is public
opinion. But public opinion, because
of the tremendous urge to conformity
in gregarious animals, is less tolerant
than any system of law. When human
beings are governed by ‘thou shalt not,
the individual can practise a certain
amount of eccentricity: when they are
supposedly governed by ‘love’ or ‘rea-
son’, he 1s under continuous pressure to
make him behave and think in exactly
the same way as everyone else.12

He returns to this view in his essay

on Tolstoy:

There are people who are convinced
of the wickedness both of armies and of
police forces, but who are nevertheless
much more intolerant and inquisitorial
in outlook than the normal person who
believes that it is necessary to use vio-

“

In the Shadow of the

chb " Continued from p. |

of Atomic Scientists who says that:

“The technical feasibility of atomic
disarmament, now depends on a reliable
inventory of existing stocks of fissionable
materials. Considering the extremely
small bulk of these, and the absence of
penetrating radiations emanating from
them, the only possibility of inventory-
ing them is for the agents of the U.N.
control body to be led to their stock-
piles by national officials who know
where they are located.

“Neither the West nor the U.S.S.R.
can be expected to base its own atomic
disarmament on the trust that the other
has not concealed a substatial part of its
stockpile. . .. If this conclusion is true
then we must add to the appalling know-
ledge of the material and biological
damage of a future atomic war, the sad
recognition that effectively controlled
atomic disarmament has ceased to be
possible, and that all attempts to find a
compromise solution are therefore bound
to remain futile.

Mankind will have to live, from now
on, with unlimited and unchecked stock-
piles of atomic and thermonuclear explo-
sives, piling up first in America and the
Soviet Union, then in Great Britain, and
later in other countries as well. . . . "

" The future of mankind looks
bleak. But it is a tribute to Anar-
chism, with its roots among the
reople reaching back into the revo-
'utions of the past, that to-day it
still offers the only likely method
with which to meet the modern
dilemma. R.M.

served as a temporary hospital, which

has left the community with ample
buildings for all kinds of purposes. The
community itself comprises 7 adults and
6 children with some prospective mem-
bers on the way. The children, that is
those old enough to make contact with,
were a happy and lively lot, always an
indication as to parents and immediate
environment, Self-regulation, though
putting much added strain on the par-
ents especially in a community just
started, is nevertheless the practice; and
generally the spirit of the” community
exhibits an atmosphere of continuous
liveliness and go.

| couldn't help feeling that these were
the types of women who braved the
rigours and dangers of the expanding
West of 19th Century America or the
women who manned the settlements of

lence 1n certain circumstances, They
will not say to somebody else, ‘Do this,
that and the other or you will go to
prison’, but they will, if they can, get
inside his brain and dictate his thoughts
for him in the minutest particulars.
Creeds like pacifism and anarchism,
which seem on the surface to mmply a
complete renunciation of power, rather
encourage this habit of mind. For if
yvou have embraced a creed which ap-
pears to be free from the ordinary dirti-
ness of politics—a creed from which you
vourself cannot expect to draw any
material advantage—surely that proves
that you are in the right? And the more
you are in the right, the more natural
that evervone else should be bullied into
thinking likewise.13
*
APPROACHING anarchism from

a different angle he declares
that:

If one considers the probabilities one
i1s driven to the conclusion that Anar-
chism implies a low standard of lLiving.
It nced not imply a hungry or uncom-
fortable world, but it rules out the kind
of air-conditioned, chromium-plated,
gadget-ridden existence which 1s now
considered desirable and enlightened.
The processes involved in making, say,
an aeroplane are so complex as to be only
possible in a planned, centralised society,
with all the repressive apparatus that
that implies. Unless there is some un-
predictable change in human npature,
liberty and efficiency must pull in oppo-
site directions,14

This, from Orwell’s point of view
(he was not a lover of luxury), 1s
not, in itself, a criticism of anar-
chism; elsewhere he remarks that,
‘I have always suspected that if our
economic and political problems are
ever really solved, life will become
simpler instead of more complex’.!?
But it i1s a clue to his rejection of
anarchism on ‘realistic’ grounds. He
had stated his position years before
in the days of Wigan Pier, and 1t
did not fundamentally change:

We may take it that the return to a
simpler, freer, less mechanised way of
life, however desirable it may be, is not
going to happen. This i1s not fatalism,
it 1s a mere acceptance of facts. It is
meaningless to oppose Socialism on the
ground that you object to the beehive
state, for the beehive state is here. The
job of the thinking person, therefore is
not to reject Socialism, but to make up
his mind to humanise it. Once socialism
IS in a way to becoming established,
those who can see through the swindle
of ‘progress’ will probably find them-
selves resisting. In fact it is their special
function to do so. In the machine-world
they have got to be a sort of permanent
opposition, which is not the same thing
as an obstructionist or a traitor. But In
this I am speaking of the future. For
the moment the only possible course for
any decent person, however much of a

Tory or an anarchist in temperament, is

to work for the establishment of Social-
1sm. 16
*

I have shown, I think, that Orwell
cannot, except in the most general
sense, be described as an anarchist.
Next week I shall conclude by indi-
cating why his thought and writing

is of very great importance for
anarchists.
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Palestine at the beginning of the present .

century or perhaps those women who
stood behind the barricades during the
Spanish revolution. True here in Ciren-
cester there is no danger yet the tempo
of life and the rigours of pioneer living
have a striking similarity. Food re-
form devoid of fads is in general prac-
tice, which simply means that mostly
unprocessed food is used, bread being
baked on the place, and it was unani-
mously agreed by the visitors that the
bread and marmalade made on the com-
munity was by far better than any tasted
in town. The formidable library is most
impressive and is shared communally as
are both earnings and clothes.

One of the difficulties of the commun-
ity is that labour in the vicinity is very
poorly paid so the comrades have to
travel many miles per day to reach work.

The lack of capital makes the creation
of home industries difficult and approxi-
mately £1000 would be necessary to
carry some people to enable them to
start some kind of home industry and to
develop the agricultural land available.
30 chickens are the present home indus-
try of the community which does bring
in some money. A glass-craft venture
is now on its way with much potentiality.
Because of the smallness of the group
it must suffer as a social unit and one
may make note of the fact that when
the group enlarges some arrangement
will have to be arrived at to enable
people to gather all at the same time for
lunches. It would be a pity to lose one
of the most striking features of all com-
munal living, as lunch-time is not only
a period of eating but a social gathering
as well, a scene of much frolic as well
as a discussion period on community
life and world events.

Still there is really little one can
criticise as vet as the smallness of the
numbers has not afforded the community
the chance to blossom out. ‘Commu-
nitas’ starts off with the advantage of
having a beautiful spot as its home as
well as housing, the thing that taps most
communities to their bottom dollar. And
in our many discussions with the com-
rades which lasted into the early morn-
ing there was a refreshing lack of politi-
cal pious piddling; they were too occu-
pied with living. S.F.
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MEETINGS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

LONDON ANARCHIST
GROUP

LECTURE-DISCUSSIONS
Every Sunday at 7.30 at
THE MALATESTA CLUB
155 High Holborn, W.C.1.
(Nearly opposite Holborn Town Hall)
MAR. 20—Bob Green

DO ANARCHISTS NEED PSYCHO-
THERAPY ? .

INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS
Every Thursday at 8.15. ~
OPEN AIR MEETINGS
Weather Permitting
HYDE PARK
Sundays at 3.30 p.m.

N.W. LONDON

HAMPSTEAD
at 27 Christchurch Hill,
Hampstead, N.W.3.

Discussions Meetings Mondays
at 8 p.m..

Correspondence to:
Alan M. Bain, at above address

S eee—

The Malatesta Club

155 HiIGH HOLBORN,
LonpoN, W.C.1.

*

LONDON ANARCHIST GROUP
Informal Discussions Every Thursday,
at 8.15 p.m.
Lecture-Discussions Every Sunday
at 745 p.m.

(See Announcements Column)
ALL WELCOME
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