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S we go to press London is ex-
periencing - her fourth day
without daily or evening news-
papers. Once again our sohd citi-
zens, on the way to and from the
office, face the mournful prospects
of each others’ faces, having no
sheets of newsprint in which to bury
their own.
Station bookstalls are ransacked
for anything readable—however un-

: . resence
likely. Keeping the covers well The B.B.C., of course, does its O©Other in trains and buses. Neigh- R
turned in, chief cashiers and heads phegt to keep our spirits down. And bours have actually noticed each

of departments read the correspon- (he poor old sporting fans, deprived Other. People have more contact

dence from ‘Anxious’ in the women'’s
magazines, while their typists look
blankly at diagrams (crystal clear to
a boy of ten) in journals devoted (0o
the delights of technical know-how
of making model aeroplanes. Why,
even FREEDOM sold out at Hyde

Park on Sundav. . : Akl TR srkere’ vacuum—and n: i y 2 vac. | | - His fervent cause led him —with skil-
Bv the fourtl{da however. a cer- ‘S‘lo.n’ On‘ the anspdpgr workers et d natufi abhors.a vac penalty is that far from it betng ful lawyers—to every plece where a
. y : . ys : ’ : strike, suggeswd that 1t was not Uum- : a deterrent to others to commit murde: Negro seemed to be undergoing a ‘ramed

tam relaxatlon 1S nouceable. Miss- alto ether a bad thin for yople 1o Some thuughls must rush 1n - 1 = ' (rial.

: : . b g peop it actually encourages some weak mned .

ing the daily dose of apprehension e without papers for a day or two, Where once they feated to tread, and | people 1o kill in order to experience she White personally investigated scores

is clearly good for us, and the wor-
ried pucker between the eyes is
tending to smooth out. A tranquil-
ity creeps into our lives which
hitherto was strongly kept down as
we concerned ourselves with the im-
portant issues of the day; as we take
sides at the conference tables of the

SEATO N.AT.O, UN.O. and

NS

And there was something else that
used to worry us four days ago—

..s e T e

on the point of being dropped—bang
on our back garden. Now, we tend
to forget it,* and our own affairs
assume more importance for us than
the lunatic machinations of psycho-
paths thousands of miles away.
Even the trouble feared by ‘Anx-
lous’ seems more real and urgent—
and so 1t is for her, poor girl, and
more certain, (0o, if she continues to
be so careless.

of the essential details of Saturday’s
games and racing form, have had to
be content with the good news,
though couched 1n restrained terms,
from New Zealand.

We have gathered from the radio
that a certain M.P., during a discus-

but not for too long. This Member
of Parliament, whose name we miss-
ed, clearly realised what could hap-
pen.

We could forget about his exist-

ence. Not hearing about his contri-
bution to our welfare and spirited

have on the realltles of our hves

. public affairs .

want to be Kept bcfore the public.
It’s no use their devoting their lives

- NO NEWS IS GOOD NEWS

appreciate them all the more when
they start up agami. But we can
understand his coficern that they
should not be missing for too long.
Not only should we forget all about
him and his fellow yas-bags, but we
might discover thgt we can live
without newspapers altogether—and
live more happily, #hat’s more.
During these fouf days, strangers
have been seen ta speak to each

with people. And-;most dangerous
ol all—they have begn left with their
own thoughts. In#ead of having
what they should fiink neatly set
out for them in Smple terms by
their favourite leader-writer, they
have been left high*and dry with a

if those thoughts are unguided -by
those who know whet’s good for us,
they will be—hormvr of horrors—
our own thoughts. And that cannot
be allowed.

x|

In Britain we hav: a ‘free’ Press.

the appearance of f* sedom is essen-

pal mdamwm

ing to the rules) has a useful part to
play in the maintenance of the myth.

None of them, then, are conceS d
0 develop in their readers e
aerlity and practise of thinking “ir
themselves. They are all coms '!.
ted to ramming ready-made autd
tarian ideas down the throats ()p{f
public. And the public is a sitting
target, ready-made and conditioned
lo accept this authority.

The daily dose of indoctrinati« n
i3 & very important part of the &'™-
nique of government. When th& is
done with the appearance of &ize
dom and the absence of governmieat

another.”

s due 1in no small measure to the

‘Iree’ Bnitich Press.

ror the public, a few days with-
out 1is daily dose makes it feel at
deprived of
2ot ufter 4 tume a new-
tound sense of freedom makes itself
A bond

>t hkc A ‘1rug dld'C:
ms dopc

ieit. And so 1t should.
has been loosened from our minds.

It will. with the
pule, be ughiened again.

and
in future.

Nndiure.

AN ANARCHIST’S NOTEBOOK
o COMMW’TED MURDER

IN ORDER 7O BE HANGED

NE argument used against the dt™th

sordid excitement of being the centse of
attraction as the “law takes its cofirse”
and “justice is done”, etc. Some WEks
ago a man was charged with attempiag
to murder another man wilh no oiSer
motive for his act than this. Last wok.
vet another example of the death peraiy
encouragmg murder appeared m $He

refused 19 mak

In a <tatemem
said :

“My wife left me on New Year's day.

of lynchings and race riots.

Once he escaped on a train just one

the mob that has dis-
cmcred the ndcnuty of the quiet, white-

ump ahead of

faced * CpOﬂCf

The symbo) of White's work is that

\ynchings ceased in his lifetime’
Is there any doubt that generations to
come will remember Walter White with

¢ R G : iz & , : nt 1Q sqe 1o ™ rractlv con. . F 33 wnin’ o0 » affection and warmth. t as to-d h
' : : defence of our liberties, we might That is, the Press is %ot directly con press. A man of 33 was committed £o just as to-day the
world, and dlSCLlSt?1 In ltcz}megl Salz)(i tan i tO overlook the fact that hc ;s trolled b)' the GO\'e:v:mcn[. This is | trial at the Stafford Assizes accusee. & :Lcur:‘ncncd wohr dhlS commemorating the
G.A.T.T. and the stern necessity for cat. He tdmlllcd kxlllmz his ' ‘oman. ive Schremner, who fought for

rights of wom for ¢

| 3gamst mtolerance
is mamfcstanuns" Nor have we any

doubts that in fiftv years time Alexander

what was it now? Oh yes, the 1o Qur.s‘ervice if we don’t know about 'lOneh?thhe. Lcug {gus.c?ns. hc()i\_ve\"art She went away with another fellow. I El;:l.rn‘m_n‘vlr].f~-\.-dr:;mcmr;;rfd in :Yic’rj
hvd Bomb: Fancy forgetting . b 1S it? We must know who our why the Britis ress is not directly | found she had been carrying on with COTne e carth as the man who,
YArogen S . O = benefactors are, so that we may vote controlled by the Government is that | him for about two years. I brooded Working quictly in his laboratory. ob-
IR ELY, Nl WE TSSO Opch for them next t;m' ] it does not have to be; it does its | over this. I made up my mind to do served a phenomenon which contributed
the papers we felt the H-Bomb was e .\“ = \\'Ol’k admirablv Wi[hOl;l that con- away with myself and bought a tim of 0 saving millions of human lives. [If
He may be of the opinion that a 1 - = rat poison but hadn’t the courage t0 do Churchill, Eisenhower, Stalin and Attlee.

few days without newspapers would sAt) . : it. When I saw the man in ”f? public-  eic. are still remembered then, the his-

be good for us so that we should Al the daily and evening papers, | house I got the idea that if I killed him  tory book may record that they “won

News in Br.ef v with one exception, are owned by | J would be bung the war™ in 1939 but through the useless

A Good Example from Oslo
A SUM of £210,000 from profits on

the cinemas of Oslo has been set
aside to build an art gallery to house
the painting of Edvard Munch, the Nor-
wegian expressionist-artist, who died in
1944,

Since 1928 all the 20 cinemas of Oslo
have been owned by the municipality,
which gives profits towards various cul-
tural purposes.

Already over £1 million has been given
to aid cultural institutions, such as the
National Theatre of Norway and the
Philharmonic Orchestra of Oslo, and to
help production of Norwegian films,

take a Civil Defence course. She is to
appeal.

Service in Civil Defence is compul-

- sory for women in Sweden and Bang—

'd.

-

R4
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that is the pen name of 43- year-old
Barbro Alving-—was fined about £20 in
1953 for a similar refusal.

She told the Stockholm court which

: lentenced her that her attitude towards
~ war had been “profoundly affected™” by
5. meetmg some of the Hiroshima atom

mb victims.
“Many may think my standpoint illo-

. gical. unreasonable and naive,” she said,

*But FrREepom will continue to do its
See page seven.

duty.

SIR WALTER MONCKTON came

back last week from a two-month’s
holiday and rest in Siccily. Lord Bea-
verbrook spends his winters at his villa
in Bermuda.

Nobody has ever suggested, however,
that wheh the Minister of Labour and a
Press Lord are awayv for months at a
time. newspapers cannot come out. Be-
cause of course, the workers stay at

after protracted negotiations for an in-
crease in wages, the members of the
Amalgamated Engineering Union and
the Electrical Trades Union who work
In newspaper printing works were called
out on strike.

A wage increase has been negotiated
in the printing trade, and N.A.T.S.O.P.A.
(National Society of Operative Printers &
Assistants) had agreed to an increase of
14s. a week all round. This was acccep-
ted ‘under protest’ according to the
union spokXesmen. but the AE.U. and
ths ET.U. would not accept it for their

Press Lords or huge capitalist con-
cerns. The one exception, the

Issues in the Newspaper Strike

are pledged to stop if any member has a
strike in his works.

All newspapers then, belonging to the
Association failed to appear on Satur-
day and haven’t been seen since. as one
might say, at the time of writing. The
staggering sum of 28.000.000 Sunday
newspapers did not appear and provin-
cial offices of national newspapers or
evening papers owned by London firms

but so far deadlock continues.

However, by the time this appears in
print (Freedom Press are not members
of the N.P.A.!) the strike should have
been won by the umions. The news-
papers are losing too much in advertis-
Ing revenues, sales and influence to ‘want
a protracted strike. If the workers hold
out they can win.

/

READER!

The advocates of the death pepalty
tell us that it would be unfair to the
families of the victims if the murderers
were not made to pay the penalty for
their crimes. In this case are we (o
expect that the Home Secretary, as the
responsible member of the Government
for the death penalty, should hmmself
be hanged for the grief caused to the
dead man’s family for a murder which
would never have been committed but
for the existence of the death penalty?

WALTER WHITE <

VERY few politicians remain in the

public mind for long after the spot-
light of the press has been removed from

women who have left their mark on
society have done so almost always
through their efforts and example. They
were leaders in the literal sense, not
directors; their courage resided in them-
selves and was not by proxy, through
the law, the police and the armed forces;
their voice was not law but the voice of
reason and persuasion through example
and conviction. <

One such man was Walter White, “a
blond, blue-eyed American™ who was
nevertheless one sixty-fourth Negro, anfl
who could have, like 12,000 other Ameri-

sacrifice of

lives.

nany

mitllions of human

Australian Dictatorship They Say

IN a Reuter report from Sydnev (March
24) 1t 1s stated that:
‘Descendants of mutineers are among
the citizens of Norfolk Island who have
petitioned the Queen for self-government

and an end to Australia’s administration.
Norfolk Island is 930 miles east of New

Who Gets the Money
in America?

HE Report by the Commerce Depart-

. 9 e e om Storkh ol work. But whcn.a mere 700 workers I are equally strike-bound. Some papers, them and tr?n;fcrreq to their succ i ment in Washington on family. in-
¥ 3 newspaper machine rooms fold their  yiside the A The fame of the politician is an artificia _ :
B ISS BANG. Sweden’'s best known . side the Association are appeanng. 9 T S : ther COmes shows that of the total family
g M arms, almost the whole industry comes 404 the union has ANNGUICEAABATIIRWILES B T it L WG lEe Il (OCCUDIES - TRRME . for 1954 (based 1953 fi

' woman journalist, has been sen- | (, , stop. dil i than his personality or his actions which mcor:wﬁ e v A,
o tenced to a month's jail for refusing to This happened last Saturday when reacdily negotiate with individual papers, accounts for his fame. The men and of $272,000 million, 294 million families

with mcomes under S$5.000 received
$85.000 muilion, 174 million families with
incomes over S$5000 and under $10.000
received S117.000 million, $3 8/10 million
families with incomes over $10.000 re-
ceived S70.000 million.

Since over 40 per cent. of American
families have incomes exceeding $5.000
a _\'car and 1t 1s also stated in the Report
that 55 per cent. of all families had an
income of $4.000 or more it follows that
64 mullion families in the first category
are earning more than $4,000 a vear but
less than $5.000. If we take the average

end orf the dis-
But let
us at least be aware of its restrictive
be suspictous of its

-1

’ir t 1 consider women of all countries | mombers at all. They want an increase In the past two weeks FREE- do ecach vear, passed off as a of 24.500 then their sharof. (he, SEHNEESNN.

{ I 4 r;t;t:scbylo oll\c:zk 1o pre::arc ::r of 58s. 6d. a week, to bring their wages ?Ox;flm%mr% contrli]bnteg ﬁa:l:uc 2 <1 an(:'e:aved himself all the $::ll:g: ltsOSﬁ.m r::::’lllou. le:?::m .
' x "N part I any  up to 135 per cent. of pre-war, which is = POUND nveniences which stil! attach to non- " = '
im o national defence. about where the cost-of-living index is ($5.60) towards the deficit in- | ::;,ote, £ VA mesida - Ingtead “nf "WhitHy 0@ 24 milion families whose uyerine .‘L

l

»'s Money in Oil

at the moment.
The employers, the Newspaper Pro-

curred in its publication.

far nearly forty vears, until his death

last week in New York at the age of 61.

income is therefore about $2.400 a year
But averages do not tell us how many

families earn much leslhmlhem ;
a year. However,~for the purpose "
com!l::tmn. with the 3,800,000 mnm&?
in the third category whose a -
come is $18.000, the ﬂgum mwmlin
enough!

'lhmlned into pmqu we M

Not very encouraging, is it?

Are we to take it that our readers |

don’t  much mmd whether |

FREEDOM continues to appear

or not? YouhmwwelobﬂS

sevenr waahih s§
TR

prictors’ Association, refuse to budge
above the 14s. mark, Basic wace at th:
mom or engmeers and electricians in
printmg eir Job is maintenance, open-
tior and repair of power plant) i

£10 7:., for days, £12 S5s. 6d. for
ninhts. ot a lot for such a \_Ve:ltps

| ;:‘{,33: financial colums of the New York
te” (21/3/55) report on The Sin
f n ~Corporation shows that for one
lmllneu is on the up and up
| ~.“'- Ympany's gross operating income
Y ore than $1,000 million (or ap-
jff t y £350 millions). an increase
' lust vear's turnover, Net

Walter White, was a tireless champion
for coloured Americans’ rights and
“secretary of the National Associat
ths Advancement of OOloured

Of him and his activities the
Chmﬂchs New York

-
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N a note dealing with some apparent

anachromisms in his play “Cacsar and
Cleopatra™, G. B. Shaw dismisses the
nonon that there has been any progress
in the last 20 centuries as too absurd for
discussion. He contends that privileged
people are very much alike whatever
countrv and century was blessed by their
presence, and that the underdogs of to-
dav are showing eximious folly mn con-
gratulating themselves as better off than
their ancestors of five or Afty generatrons
ago. “Breeding, gentle nurture and lux-
urious food and shelter,” writes G. B.
Shaw, “will produce a kind of man with
whom the common labourer i1s socrally
mcompatible”™. 1t 15 at least open 10
doubt that plenty, idleness, self-indulg-
ehce and comfort will of themselves pro-
duce a morally or even physically finer
specimen than results from average con-
ditions of penury and toil, but “there 1s
clearly room for great changes in the
world by increasing the percentage of
individuals who are carefully bred and
gently nurtured, even to finally making
the most of every man and woman born™

The opportunity of increasing that
percentage exists not more and not less
in our time, according to Shaw, than u
did an the davs of the Hittites, if so, the
mos! interesting implication 1s that once
a modicum of certainty 18 obtained as 10
where the next meal will come from,
and what it will look like, the will and
disposition of men will decide of the
modes of production and shapes of social
ineguality far more than vice versa.
Promptings of love, habits of fairness
and principles of justice can thus m no
wayv be the result of Progress, but the
possibility and willingness to share and
share alike belongs to all ages and
countries, and in them it has actually
materialized. not as a whole social sys-
tem. but in isolated actions and vocations,
in traits of discipline and institutions,
Results or accompaniments of a belief in
Progress are instead a confusion between
biological evolution and ethical distinc-
tion. a2 smug complacency relegating into
the futare all the generosity one 1s In-
capable of here and now, the unashamed
handshake with injustice and unfairness
when obviously it is not yet time for

;:‘o . ! - N

[The following is an excerpt from an
article by Paul J. Tillick in the American
quarterly magazine Perspectives No. 8,
Summer 1954. He first points our that
recent upheavals, starting out as protesis
against the status quo on behalf of the

6**
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OPEN DAILY

OPEN 10 a.m. to 6.30; 5.0 SATURDAYS
Our latest list of second-hand and
remaindered books is now ready. Let
us know if you want it. All books are
now sent post free so please get your
books from us. We can supply any book
required, including text-books.

New Books . ..
New Handbook on Hanging

Charles Duff 10/8
Political Philosophy of Bakunin

ed. Maximoff 30/-
Olive Schreiner: Her Friends

and Times D. L. Hobman 15/-
The African Awakening

2 Basil Davidson 12/6
Reprints & Penguins . . .
Bird Recognition, Book 3
James Fisher 3/6
The Age of Shakespeare
Boris Ford 5/-
Count Belisarius Robert Graves 3/6
Gargantua and Pantagruel
Rabelais (tr. J. M Cohen) 5/-
The Colour Problem
Anthony H. Richmond 3/6
The Ethics of Aristotle
J. A. K. Thomson 2/6
s&ond'ﬂand ;..
Mayor of Casterbridge
Thomas Hardy 3/6
The Bell-Ringer's Wife
Moxonce Van Der Meersch 3/6
The Forge rturo Barea 2/6
Proper Studies Aldous Hurley 2/6
Martin Arrowsmith Sinclair Lowns -2/6
The Novel and the People
- Ralph Fox 2/6
anphleu e
~ An Open Letter to Jesus Christ
D. M. Bennett 2/-
5-” Contradictions of the Bible 2/-
A Few Reasons for Doubting the
| l'qpaubon of the Bible
g Robert Ingersoll 2/-
v Postage free on all items
Obtainable from

‘B

LONDON, W.C.!

L I

Person

v, RED LION STREET,

1,
Shaw on Progress: Progress on Shaw?

their opposite numbers to be welcomed,
ana finally the beaming smile and lack
of Compunction any sacrifice can be
asked from others in view of the fruit
for.whose ripening all past centuries have
panted and pained and which will now
plump into the laps of those from
whom sacrifice is demanded—or maybe
in their children’s or grandchildren’s,
wpportunity to  be generous, mean
hahits, social and cultural imequalities are
not the only denominators civilizations
of all ages can have in common. Con-
ceit s another as G. B. Shaw, summing
up s point, indicates. “Go back to the
first syllable of recorded time, and there
vou will find vour Christian and your
Pagan, vour vokel and vour poet, helot
and hero. Don Quixote and Sancho.
%. om0 and Papageno, Newton and
bushman unable to count eleven, all
alive and contemporaneous, and all con-
vinced that they are the heirs of all the
ages and the privileged recipients of THE
truth (all others damnable heresies), just
as-you have them to-day, flourishing m
countries cach of which i1s the bravest
and best that cver sprang at Heaven's
command from out the azure main',
As leading to the crux of the matter
| guote further: “There 1s the illusion
of ‘“increased command over Nature',
me—ung that cotton is cheap and that ten
mires of country road on a bicycle have
replaced four on foot. But even if man’s
increased command over Nature 1n-
cluded anv increased command over him-
self (the only sort of command relevant
to his evolution into a higher being), the
fact. remains that it i1s only by running
away from the increased command over
Nature to country places where Nature
s still in primitive command over Man
that he can recover from the effects of
the smoke. the stench, the foul air, the
overgrowding, the racket, the ugliness,
the dirt which the cheap cotton costs
us. i,

*

THE great popularity enjoyed by the

ayvth of Progress i1s due to its flatter-
ing the fatuity of the moron that flowers
in the average child and in the brightest
adult alike. It is difficult not to feel
proud of the human species when, hav-

individual person, by moulding and ad-
justing the person of to-day, supposedly
ro secure the future for the person of ro-
morrow, leave the individual in a far
worse position than originally.)

“[The churches] emphasize the
infinite value of the individual person—
but they are in danger of depersonalising
the person in order to preserve his in-
finite value.

The person is either the end for which
everything else i1s means, or else the per-
son becomes a means and then not only
the person, but also the end is lost.
There is no end, in the chain of means
and ends, except the person. And if the
person himself becomes a means, an
endless chain - of means-and-ends-and-
means 1s established which crushes pur-
pOs, meaning and person.

But one may ask the question: Is 1t
not the person for whose comfort and
well-being the whole technical world 1s
produced?” To this one must answer
that i1n doing so. man as a person can
become himself a tool for the production
of tools, and although the tool serves
the comfort of man, it cannot serve the
person as person, that which makes him
a person. It can make communication
easier. But that which makes the person
is the content of what 1s communicated.
ern technical society has produced
metHods of adjusting persons to its
demands in production and consumption
which are less brutal, but in the long
run more effective, than totalitarian sup-
pression. They depersonalise not by
commanding but by providing—provid-
ing that which makes individual creativity
superfluous. If one looks around at the
methods which produce conformity, one
is astonished that even enough individual
creativity is still left to produce these
refined methods. One discovers that
man' spiritual life has a tremendous
power of resistance against a reduction
to prescribed patterns of bzhaviour. Bul

one also sees that this resistance 15 In

great danger of being worn down by the
ys in which adjustment is forced upon
man in industrial society. It starts with
the education of “adjustment™, which
produces conformily just by allowing for
morg spontaneity in the child than did
pre-industrial civilisation. But the
ﬁe frame within which this spon-
is quietly kept leads to a spon-
taneous adjustment which is more dan-

ing learned to read and write you can
just sit and listen to the wireless or watch
the television learning all about Dan
Dare or some other hero or equally
popular buffoon. Our distant progenitor
who first picked up a harmless stick and
found he could crack heads with it even
more casily than cocoanuts showed him-
self thereby to be an ape no longer, and
was the first to know that exquisite feel-
ing of lordship over Nature which we
all appreciate in our moments of maxi-
mum wvitahty and mspiration, when open-
ing a tin of spaghetti for example or
taking aspirins to cure the headache we
developed in a ¢imema or at a cocktail
party. It i1s very brave and admirable
of man to do the things he does with
Nature, when Natare is so big and he so
small. Only an ignorant and old-fash-
ioned Puritan could object to his indulg-

Is the Bomb a Weapon?

T'he Hvdrogen Bomb is not a weapon
—Alex Comfort in a recent speech.

HE destructive cfhiciency of the H-
bomb is indeed so great that it must
have little or no strategic value, and one
might ask why the statesmen and soldiers
of the world are spending so much pub-
lic money on such a white clephant?
One answer, of course, 1s given by the
statesmen themselves 1n  their official
statements. The H-bomb, they say, 1s a
“deterrent to aggression™; in the alleged-
ly probable events of attack from out-
side, theyv intend, in spite of great cost
and small military value, and in spite of
some danger to themselves, to drop two
or three on the enemy’s territory. This
explanation is accepted by many well-
informed people—the pacifist M.P.s for
instance-—and we do not presume to
suggest that it i1s entirely false. Ob-
viously. whether the Bomb might be used
or not, it is of some military value to
persuade the potential enemy of one's
intention to use it.  But there 1s a second
justification for the Bomb in the public
reaction to it.

Evervbody is conscious of it. The

in a Technical Society

openly deterministic influence. At the
same time, and “throughout his whole
life, other powerful means of adjustment
are working upon the person in the tech-

nical society: the newspapers which
choose the facts worth reporting and
suggest their interpretation, the radio

programmes which e¢liminate non-con-

formist contents and interpreters, tele-
vision which replaces the visual imagina-
tion by selected pictorial presentations,
the movie which for commercial and
censorship reasons has to maintain In
most of its productions a cOnNscious
mediocrity, adjusting itself to the adjusted
taste of the masses, the patterns of
advertisement which permeate all other
means of public communication, and
have an inescapable omnipresence. All
this means that more people have more
occasions to encounter the cultural
contents of past and present than In any
pre-industrial civiljsation. But it also
means that these contents become cul-
tural commodities, sold and bought after
they have been deprived of the ultimate
concern they represented when origin-
ally created. They cease to be a matter
of to be or not to be for the person.
They become matters of entertainment,
sensation, sentimentality, learning, wea-
pons of competition or social prestige,
and lose in this way the power of pro-
ducing a spiritual centre in the person.
They lose their potential dangers for the
conformity which i1s needed for the func-
tioning of the technical society. And by
losing their dangers they also lost their
creative power, and the person, without
a spiritual centre, disintegrates.

The struggle for the right of the per-
son under the conditions of technical
society should not become a fight against
the techmical side of mass communica-
tions: it should not even become a fight
against man’'s adjusting power.

The technical d&cIOpmcnl Is irrever-
sible, and adjustment is necessary In
every society. The person as a person
can preserve himself only by a partial
non-participation in the objectifying
structurcs of technical society. He must
join in the rebellion of person into an
object. Christian action must show how
the competitive society produces patterns
of existence which destroy personality
because they Oy community, and
which increase that afl-pervading anxiety
which «<haracterises our century. Man
can maintain his nature and dignity as
a person only by a personal encounter
with the ground of everything personal,”

ing in a bit of boasting about it

modern  learned Puritan  knows that

Nature 1s but the oldest and biggest of

all mother-images, and it is most natural

and healthy for him to try to impress
her by the display of everything he has
got as a result of the highly meritorious

process of growing up.

Letting Nature go her own way as if
she knew best may be the habit of a

quadruped or a tree but it is not nor

ever was the policy of man, But modern

science, if perhaps the culmination of the
its sole founda-

contrary policy, 1s not
tion nor is it the result of a new-fangled
attitude
gradually developed by science itself in
the last 200 vears or so.
trary, greatly different from magic In
method and complexity as it may be,
the same attitude to Nature inspires them

both, irrespective of what the lower
middle-brow fervently believes on this
subject, Sir  James Frazer (Golden

Communists are running petitions for its
abolition, for world conferences about 1,
for whatever they can get signatures for
about it. The pacifists are advocating
that “we™ should give it up “as a first step
to total disarmament”™, FreepoMm has
had front page articles about it for
weeks. Even people who normally talk
only of football, or the weather, or sex,
with each other, are varving their con-
versations with discussions about the
Bomb.

Curremt public behaviour rowards the
Hydrogen Bomb, in short, is very similar

to public behaviour towards the Atom
Bomb in 1945. And the Atom Bomb
itself has become by comparison so

harmless that Mr. Dulles could state, a
fortnight ago, that certain atomic wea-
pons are now regarded as conventional,
with hardly a flicker of protest. The
following information about some of
these “conventional” American weapons
was culled from official sources by the
O bserver military correspondent (20.3.55).

There are in Germany, thirty 280 mm.
cannons capable of firing atomic missiles
accurately up to 20 miles; several bat-
teries of “Honest John™ atomic mortars
whose “area of explosion is wide enough
1o compensate for its inaccuraey' at 20
miles; and about 150 “Matador™ atomic
filying bombs with a range of 500 miles.
The US. Army in Europe has about ten
self-propelled launchers for the “Cor-
poral”, an atomic rocket missile with a
range of 75 miles, and Britain has
bought “a considerable number” of these
for troop training.

If that information had been published
in 1946, the popular hysteria would have
been very distressing; but nowadays
popular hysteria has something bigger
to cry about.

“The Hydrogen Bomb is not a weap-
pon”, but it serves a military purpose,
not only as a “deterrent” to scare poten-
tial enemies, but also, perhaps more
importantly, as a scapegoat to divert
public fear and perhaps public protest
from the piling up of unprecedented
weapons for real military war. And the
beauty of it is, it can serve its purpose
without the expense of using it.

D.R.

HE Embassy Theatre, Swiss Cottage

offers a revival of *“Desire Under
The Elms”, by Eugene O'Neil.

The play, written in his middle period,
1s a rugged drama of greed, passion, hate
and infanticide set in New England in
1850. The vigour of its conception holds
our attention even while we | become
painfully aware of its inadequacy of ex-
pression. The dialogue consists almost
entirely of monosyllables and a series of
grunts and muttered curses. What is
lacking i1s the grandeur of a poetry of

the soil. One instinctively thinks of
Synge.

Ephraim Cabot, the old farmer who
has made himself as hard as the stones
in his soil and who has modelled him-
self on a relentless God, is a tremendous
creation which should dominate the play
throughout even when the character is
not on the stage. It i1s not entirely the
fault of the actor that he does not.
Apart from a few religious clichés which
are repeated at odd intervals with little
variation O'Neil has not given him a
sufficiently  powerful  expression of
speech. In this case David Garth the

actor who played him was far too young
and gentle to bear the weight of so much

responsibility and fill in the gaps left by
the author's underwriting of the part,
Hence the dramatic balance was destroy-

ed.

The

to Nature suddenly exuded or

On the con-

‘ THEATRE
A Eugene O’Neill Play

FREEDOM

Bough, ch. 1V, pp. 220-243) overstated
and confused the issue by stating that
magic rests on the law of causality and
the uniformity of Nature, but if we ac-
cept Cyril Bailey's definition of magic
as “seeking by charm or act or by the
potency of some object or person (o
establish a direct control over nature and
deflect the course of events to _the human
will™ we shall have no difficulty in seeing
in science a systematized and successful
magic and in the modern Progress-wor-
shipper the contemporary of the trog-
lodyte,

As an accumulation of knowledge,
apparatus and techniques Progress is so
obvious that even Bernard Shaw be-
grudgingly concedes that “the common
stock of discoveries in physics has accu-
mulated a httle”. But accumulation is
only one aspect of Progress; integration
iIs another, and where integration is not
possible because incompatibles wouldn't
be reconciled there comes into play the
third and most important factor of pro-
gress, that is elimination—of the inferior
and rudimentary, of course, of the use-
less and obstructing, and never of any-
thing of any value. Very few contribute
1o the process of integration, a few more
to that of accumulation, but all can do
their bit and take pride in elimination.
Progress 1s assessed by looking back-
wards at what has been discarded and
left behind rather than to any gloryv or
danger that lies ahead. Magic, whatever
its merits as compared with religion is
itself one of those forces of darkness and
supersition which Progress in its trium-
phal march has definitely eliminated for
the greater happiness and ennoblement
of mankind.

No one, for example, in this year ten
of atom’s grace, would dream of writing
curses on a tablet and nail it somewhere
with fervid faith in their efficacy. One
such tablet, taken from Dessau’s collec-
tion, reads: *‘I adjure thee. demon. who-
ever thou art, and require of thee from
this hour and from this day and from
this moment, that you torture and kill
the horses of the greens and the whites.
and that you slay and dash to pieces the
drivers Clarus and Felix and Primulus
and Romanus, and leave no breath in
them™. Progress has not eliminated horse
races, though 1t has probably made
horses run faster, but if a spectator or
betting man should by chance find it
necessary to relieve himself of his feel-

ings he would not stupidly commit them  _
to writing, and whatever on the heat of

the moment he might wish to befall to
men and horses it would never be any-
thing so cruel as what is recorded in the
Roman tablet, although it might be
humiliating or gratifying according to the
rider or horse, both taste and shame
being matters which Progress has not
yet made uniform or standardized.

*

SO much for magic. As for religion,

which according to some writers has
progressively superseded magic, it is but
a collection of taboos, and a state of
mind dominated by awe crushing all
daring and damping all spirit of enter-
prise. Progress out of religion is signi-
ficantly epitomized by the fate of the
word “awful™ in the English language.
Modern man is hindered by only a few
taboos which will not themselves last
very long becanse it has been clearly
proved and realized that abolition of

" 7 Continued on p. 4

The play, with its hill-billy accents and
almost moronic farmyard characters
makes very heavy demands on the actors
and upon the credulity of the audience, 4
but its elemental force is such that even
an inadequate performance is a reward-
ing experience. Miss Pat Sandys puts [
up a very brave show as Abbie. She 8 -
never strikes a false note though she |
does not get far bevond the superficial
level of the part, Like the others in the
cast she is too obviously concerned with -
maintaining a genuine New England =
accent. We are always aware of this
instead of losing ourselves in the stark
gruesome degradation of the character
Hers is a framed miniature rather than .
a full length, harrowing, three dimen-
sional portrait,

Of the others 1 was most |mpredse8"
with an actor called Ronan O'Casey‘
who, in the small part of Simeon gg, .{J
nearest to the soil and registered ‘{_s‘
genuine yokel mentality without ov &
doing the grunts. ' b

The whole production was a pains-
taking sincere effort of a very .:'7."
task, and with so much light-weight anc
negligible entertainment about, we mus
be doubly grateful to the Embas
Theatre for the chance of rem.wln or
of the giants of drama who,
he falls short of his own tremend

L i

fias
creations is always powe.rml .. '
lating. oy
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THE BOY FROM
STALINGRAD

SMALL incident, but one which
tends to confirm the anarchist
view that all the brainwashing and
thought-control in the world cannot
destroy the germ of freedom in some
human beings, was provided last
week by the arrival in the American
zone of Berlin of a 17-year-old
Russian boy, Valery Lysikov. He
1s the son of a Colonel in the Rus-
sian Air Force, whom he describes
as a “fanatical Communist Party
member with a heavy hand”.

This was his second attempt to
cross the iron curtain. On Febru-
ary 10 he made his first attempt and
was caught by the People’s Police
and held in custody for two days.
His father, who was in Moscow at
the time, heard of this escape at-
tempt only a fortnight ago. Accord-
ing to the New York Times report
of the Press conference, Valery Lysi-
kov was called in by the assistant

- director of the Soviet school he was
attending at Karlschorst in E. Berlin
and shown the letter that was being
sent to his father. It pointed out
that he was under dangerous United
States influence. The school section
of the Komsomol, the Communist
Youth organisation, which young
Lysikov had refused to join, adop-
ted a resolution to the same effect.

He also overheard a girl say that he
was to be sent back to the Soviet
Union.

On his second'escape attempt on Friday
he found an unguarded street that led
~  into West Berlin. ‘At first, he was not
o sure wh

On the other side he saw policemen in
shakos like that worn by policemen- on
the East Berlin side. But he saw planes
landing behind buildings in the distance
and knew that was in West Berlin. It
was Templehof Airport, where he turned
himself over to the United States auth-
orities.

The voung man said he did not know
the source of the anti-Communist litera-
ture that was secretly circulated among
school-children in Stalingrad. It bore
the Stars and Stripes on a blue back-
ground, he said.

~ The leafiets told the populace not to
believe Communist propaganda. They
said the Soviet people should consider
how hard their lives were and, if they
wished to hear the truth about the West,
should listen to the B.B.C. and the Voice
of America.

—he had crossed the line. -

=%

*

O of the most interesting com-

ments he made on life in Soviet
Russia were, firstly, that in Rus-
stan schools “‘there were no political
classes althoungh political material
was woven into other courses™, (a
method not unknown in the West
and particularly applied in the lead-
ing Catholic schools in this coun-
try! ). Secondly, a confirmation that

- class distinctions exist which are

social as well as economic. “It is
very difficult—Valery told reporiers

~ —or the son of an officer to go out

[

~ with the daughter of a worker” and

- that his own father would have

to

~ “vetoed” such a relation in his own
~ He told how he had secretly lis-
- tened to the Voice of America and
~ the B.B.C. while living in Stalingrad,
ijs 1d when his father had been trans-
ferred to E. Germany he was able
isten-in - with less interference
from jamming. He also said that in-
had scen some anti-

rature. He was con-
vinced by what he had heard and

mMmunists was. - et oy

";‘Z_i".'_\; 4 New _Yo"r?c!' Tf_mgs ‘feport
vhich extends to a whole col;}mn '
ery

S a mgrad he had
Communist lite

- 2 ; N ) .
Vi : LS % &8 ) v Y S e 2
11 |" L7 \i.{(é:“; . t_\ | ‘ : ' ‘ ﬂ -/ . "
. _\‘,‘W\‘! —_ay S Aeo S A P .

inal, +
.

ates the impression that Vs

l;\i‘\af¢ﬂ¢

- .r»Q'
v

Ay s . -d*ﬁ_ "
. » "1‘.‘%"

LUCHinn “'c'-i '1 :I't.--r‘w. ; ]r; o-:'mﬂ, -‘?",.(t » 3
e 5= :A\ ST A et %‘ i) . ey v s ', e &
i\ POV U SR R A8 oy o | B -
1S (] ‘.‘. ) {f; .'nuf’:\' } 184 MY ) Lo
- WA “fi p =

tain was determined by the broad-
casts, but we believe that in
Russia itself there is some kind of
opposition which does not seek the
alternative to the dictatorship in the
“American way of life”. And some
hint of this is contained in the
Reuter report of the Press confer-
ence in a significant passage which
was omitted from the New York
I'imes report as well as from the
English newspapers we have seen
on the subject, with the exception of
the Manchester Guardian (25/3/55).
It reads:

I'he boy said his main reason for his
revolt against communism was “the
teaching of hatred towards other peoples,
particularly the Americans.” At the
Soviet school in East Berlin, where there
are about six hundred pupils, he had be-
longed to a group of about fifty “anar-
chists” who were anti-Communist. They
used to fight opposing groups, set up by

the teachers, of *“communards” and
“guardsmen,” mostly drawn from the
Communist Youth League. No girls

were allowed among the anarchists be-
cause “they could not keep secrets,” the
boy said with a smile.

It would have been interesting to
have asked Lysikov what he and
his fellow “‘anarchists” understood
by the word anarchism. But even
without this knowledge, the fact
remains that after more than thirty
years during which the rulers of
Russia have systematically elimin-
ated the word *““anarchism” from the
vocabulary except as a term synony-
mous with “fascism™ and “bourgeois
reaction” it has survived, and has
for these youngsters a meaning quite
different from the official one: and
judging by the reference to the ex-
clusion of girls “because they can-
not Keep secrets” one can infer that
some stories of the great anarchist
tradition of resistance in Tsarist
Russia have filtered through to some
of the youth of post-Stalinist Russia
(even if they are badly informed as
to the important réle played by
women in that struggle!).

- w.‘ '”'M" - >
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*

AS we wrote at the beginning, the

case of Valery Lysikov is only
a small incident. But it is one of
a number of such incidents which
together should act as an incitement
to anarchists (and all those people
who remain outside the present
struggle for power in the world) to
reconsider in what ways they can
help any resistance movements that
may exist on the other side of the
Curtain. Though small compared
with the forces we oppose, ours is

an international movement, with
many Russian, Roumanian, Bul-
garian-speaking comrades dotted

about the world, and groups, and
pockets of resistance to authority
in Europe and every country of the
world who could prepare leaflets
and arrange for their distribution,
differing from the Voice of America
and the B.B.C. in that our appeal
would not be the choice between the
evil of so-called democracy and the
even greater evil of Soviet totalitar-
lanism, but for the liberation of
mankind from the stranglehold of
power politics and for the linking
of the peoples of the world in a
struggle against all governments, all
imposed authority.

Such a campaign requires money,
energy and the willingness of a few
men and women to take risks. It
also requires a modesty and patience
which recognises that efforr even on
a very small scale is preferable to
the pessimism of resignation in face
of the dead-end propagandist bom-
bardments on both sides of the Cur-
tain by the power-mongers. And,
what is more, it has the added
advantage that such activity con-
vity, whereas resignation and despal
lead only to stagnation and de:
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THE BIG PUFF, by Thomas
Whiteside. Constable, 10s. 6d.

HIS book is a colléction or articles,

reprinted from tHe New Yorker and
other journals, on rarious aspects  of
American advertising —~that fountain of
ballyhoo that spray$ forth ‘gimmicks’
and ‘angles’. sex and goap opera, like the
speeches of Castlereagh ‘in one weak,
washy, everlasting flood’. And if you
listen to the radio or watch TV it seems
you can’t help getting a good soaking.
The art of the commercial is to sur-
prise, bully or inveigle the public into
seeing or hearing it. For instance, many
people will switch off their sets when
they see the commercial coming; but one
team of writers hit on the idea of using
a singing commercial which lasted no
more than 15 seconds ‘on the theory that
it took at least that much time for the
average listener to arise from his easy
chair and switch off, thus beating the
listener to the switch. The team who
thought of this, Kent and Croom-
Johnson, are among the most successful
composers of jingles (or what they refer
to as ‘musical announcements’). Such
gems as '
I ate too much
[ ate too fast
Oh boy did I feel dismal'
It's the easy thing
For the queasy thing
Soothing Pepto-Bismol . . .
have been composed by them. Needless
to say, there is moneéy in the business.
Mr. Whiteside says that ‘Johnson once
estimated that various companies had in-
vested a minimum of two hundred mil-
lion dollars in the propagation. over
radio and television, of Kent-and-Johnson
singing commercials . . It 1s perhaps
a tribute to the power of the singing
commercial that this sum exceeds by
fifteen million dollars the total monies
allotted in the 1953-4 U.S. Budget for
federal aid in operating public schools.
*
HOMAS WHITESIDE "writes in the
dead-pan, throw-away style of fact-

ual reporting which the New Yorker has
exploited so successfully. * It is particu-

larly effective when ﬁgling with the
IS . . the—wm )

men whose victims are the buying public.
‘Out of their own mouths . . . ' -

Mr. Whiteside recounts the fantastic
story of the marketing of the ball-point
pen. Laszlo Biro, a Hunearian, had de-
vised a ball-point pen which was being
manufactured in South America; the
U.S. rights had been acquired by Eber-
hard Faber, one of the big pencil-manu-
facturing firms. Milton Reynolds, a

business man with no previous exper-
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ience of the pen trade, saw one of“the
Biro pens and immediately became inter-
ested. He checked on the U.S. patent
and concluded that he wouldn't be ine
fringing this if he could produce a-pen
with a different type of feed. This je
eventually managed to do in the spgin
of 1945, at the same time his rm
Eberhart Faber, were running into pre-
duction difficulties. Reynolds realised
that he must get his pen on the market
within a few months if he was to
his rival and cash in on the (‘hri%
market, '

He hawked his single prototype pen
round and obtained an order from Gim-
bel’'s, the New York store. for
thousand pens—at a retail price of S&
each. At this time he had not even gof
a factory in which to make the pens.
However, he found a factory and 23
days before the pens. were due to be on
sale iIn New York he started mass pro-
duction. ‘His output that fifst day %=
seventy ball-point pens’. But once the
pens were on sale the public rushed
buy. = 1

‘The day after the first pens were sojd
at Gimbel’s, Revnolds received more
orders than it seemed possible to hig
could ever fill. “It was unbclicvaﬁ
he said later. “We had only two phones
in the factory, and some people who
tried to call us right after the sale
opened had to wait five days to get a
clear signal™.’

However, all was not well with the
pen iself. It had a tendency to |

and dry-cleaners were unable to remdje

the stains from clothing. People sent
Reynolds their cleaning bills and in some
cases the clothes themselves. Many
owners found that the pen would dlly
write when held at ninety degrees tay the
paper: other defects were faint lines and
fading. Parker. the pen firm. call it
‘the only pen that will make eight c}r
bons and no original’, .
But in spite of this the net profitiio
Revnolds companyv. after deduction "of
tax. was S541.000 in the first month. Jn
the earv days, when the pens were sell-
ing at S12.50. the cost of manufaciire
way 80c.  Mr. Whiteside doesn’t say at
what price Reynolds sold to the re

of{ course, have been much less), this
represented a gross profit of about 6809, !

*

A.\!ERICAN advertising has been suc-

cessful in impressing the image of
many trade marks on the public mind.
These ‘picture-slogans’ that can be mm-
mediately identiied with a particular
product form a most important part of
the technique of advertising; one of the
most familiar to Americans 1s the Bor-

do his chant in the middle of some big

CA!

den cow. The Borden Company, which
manufactures a number of dairy pro-
ducts, has used drawings of this semi-
human cow extensively in its advertise-
ments. So extensively, in fact. that in a
1948 public-opinion poll her picture was
correctly identified by 887, of the people
interviewed.  This has added significance
Whyn compared with the ‘recognition-
raung’ in the same poll of Truman-—
937%. and Eisenhower 837, According
to a directive issued by Borden to its
advertising departments ‘Elsie (the cow)
s one of the strongest personalities of
public life , . She combines the rdle
of mother and career woman' This
pcugnalising Is carried to such an extent
that ‘on one occasion when a real cow
was bcing used to represent Elsie at an
exhibitiofi. she was put in a glass-fronted
house complete with an outsized cano-
pied bed, dressing table, mirror. cosme-
tics, and wall paper depicting pasioral
scencs. She has ‘received the keys of
seventy-four cities and 10 five states. and
other keys are still being presented’,
‘As one Borden eXeefitive remarked
“the damned cow's on a par with
Mother Goose or even George Washing-
ton™. *“Say,” he added thoughtfully,
after a short pause. “that’s an ide:
George Washington. Fll see how he com-
pares in the next recognition poll”’

*

R. WHITESIDE has also captured
and expertly displaved other Speci-

mens from the jungle of American com-
merce. Little Annie—'a mass of wires.
pointers, and capillary pens'—a machine
used to analyse the reactions of a selec-
ted audience to radio and TV program-
mes. Teldox, that can turn a novel into
a best seller. Soap operas—that are en-
loyed because ‘they are so true to Iife’,
SO true that they ‘abound in such natural
phenomena as acid-throwing., throat
aperations (Will Nora be able to ralk
again?), eye operations (Will Nora re-
gain her sight?). and brain tumors (Will
Nora recover at all?y. And TV adver-
tising for Lucky Strike cigarettes - * “F.E.
Boone's setup for the second commer-
cial”, Lownsberry said. “We'll have him

A sort of abstract idea. Something like

a Dali painting™’

It would hardly be fair to review such

a book on advertising without giving it
a ‘plug’.
an exposure of the idiocy of American

| could say that ‘the book is

commerce and advertising presented with
ronic good humour—or should it be
‘read Thomas (wit) Whiteside's “The Big
Puffi” and decide “Are ad men bad
men?"? M.G.W.

tains the seed of much greater acti- |

to ideas and to hope that a better

world may one day emerge.
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Women and the Bomb

These data ought to be known
to the Government and should be pub-
lished.™

The American Atomic Energy Com-
mission recommends various means of

BERTRAND RUSSELL has said in

recent vears that a generation of
fearless women could transform society.
The interpretation put on his remarks
at the time they werc made was, gene-
rally, that if women refused to allow
their sons to fight, war would be impos-
sible. The assumption is that women
are less inclined to war than men, even
if we accept this, the interpretation fur-
ther assumes that children are immune

from the warlike male atmosphere
around them. |
But, "as has been pointed out often,

powerful female tyrants in history have
been just as cruel, in many cases more
sO, than their male counterparts; in more
recent times we have examples of the
female monsters manning the concentra-
tion camps in Germany. These examples
therefore, dispose of the arguments that
women are naturally more peaceful than
men. What can be conceded perhaps is
that women may, at a certain stage,
fiercely defend their offspring if threat-
ened. But this i1s no more than they do
now, and is not enough to transform

our society.

When Bertrand Russell made hi.s re-
marks, the private opinion (if not very
serious) of this writer was, that if a

generation of women ref d to have

children the effectiveness might be more
startling. 5

~The idea was brought to mind again

liament by several women M.P’s and

the recalisation that women mav well re-

fuse to fkve CHilaren, bt Tt will e

fear and not from choice concerning the
The motion before the
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the motion was turned down by the
official Government spokesmen who
argued that such a conference would be
used by Russian scientists for propa-
ganda purposes.

Edith Summerskill, who claimed that
women in the past had reluctantly
acquiesced in the male pastime of Svar
because they had been persuaded that
their families were threatened, would
have convinced us a little more if she
had allowed her instincts to come to" the
fore when, for example, German re-
armament was being discussed in the
House. :

Leaving aside for the moment the
contradictory position, and the motives
which give rise to them, of Edith Sum-
merskill and the women who supported
her, more and more scientists are issuing
serious warnings of the effects of radia-
tion over a comparatively short period,
even 1If tests continue. And, even allow-
ing for the lack of definite data. it is
suggested that “There is too much at
stake to risk any other approach ... .
Wwe must accept the most pessimistic
estimate.,” This was said by Professor
Joseph Rotblat, who was an associate
of Professor Oppenheimer and William
Penny at the atomic station at Los
Alamos. He further states that:

‘Even without a war “there is a pro-
bable nsk of running Into genetic

troublg if tests of these weapons continue

at the present rate.”

Seventy-five hydrogen-uranium b |
exploded every 30 years—that is, at the
rate of two and a half tests every ye:
would double the natural level of radia-
tion, he says. That would be the limit
of safetv. 2y - s
< Pointing out that the British
we* on Defence does not  mentior
genetic damage from H-bomb tests
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protection but hardlv deals with the
genetic effect. “from which one cannot
see any escape, and which i1s made even
more horrible by the fact that it is not
observed immediately, although it may
spell a disastrous result for the entire
human species some hundreds of vears
hence™.’

The News Chronicle editorial (March
23) points out that the Governments
both sides of the Atlantic. and in the
Kremlin are careful to make “soothing
and reassuring™ statements to the people,
and we do not doubt that the politicians
are aware of the dangers. But if this s
so and they refuse to act on their know-
ledge, because 1t 1s considered to be
azainst the anterests of power politics,
then the contention held by anarchists,
as well as manv non-anarchists. that we
have “psychopaths in power™ s not so
far wrong. It remains for the majority
of ordinary people to wake up to this,
and all we can do in the meantime is to
repeat ourselves and agitate in the hope
that we might be listened to.

As far as nuclear weapons are con-
cerned we are not alone in this agitation,
and although, as we suggesied in Free-
poM some weeks ago, the discussion

the H-bomb is tending to obscure (%%

main issue. there is the possibility that

in discussing  destructive weapons and
the survival of the human race. the wider
isue wi'l pot b2 overlooked. M.

M:. Min
Health, soid ?n[t!:_e House on Tuesday
that the Medical Res>rech Council has
£208.000 to spend on th- effects of radia-
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5 CONTINUING A REVIE

THE AFRICAN AWAKENING

R. DAVIDSON's book*™ illustrates

some of the paradoxes in the
social and political attitudes of the rulers
of different parts of Africa. “In the
Belgian Congo, Lamba and other Afrn-
can peoples are encouraged to acquire
industrial skills; across the Border n
Northern Rhodesia these same peoples
are prevented from doing so by an in-
dustrial colour bar . . . Few Europeans
in northern Rhodesia would take kindly
to the wdea of travelling in a railway
train whose engine crew was Afncan.
And vet in the Congo across the border,
all engine crews are Africans. Revers-
ing the advantage of the comparison,
Africans in Northern Rhodesia have won
the right to organise in genuine trade
unions. and do 1t with efiiciency and
notable effect on wages. Yet Africans
in the Congo—often, be it noted, of the
very same tribes—are not consxdered
‘readv for trade unions vet’. Nor are
Africans in Kenva or a number of other
places. But vou will scarcely find an
intelligent African worker who for a
moment accecpts this myth; wath a grow-
ing clarity, he knows that his so-called
Smmaturity’ 1s nothing more in fact than
emplovers’ fear of workers’ organisation.
Africans in the Belgian Congo have put
nearly four million pounds into savings
banks since 1951; Africans in Angola, 1t
is said by their masters, must be driven
to work. forced to work—so idle and so
feckless are their habits. In Southern
Rhodesia. even now they hesitate to
allow Africans to own houses. And vet
manv thousands of town-dwelling Afn-
cans in the Congo own houses. It would
seemn that it is not the backwardness of
Southern Rhodesian Africans which has
made them unfit to own houses but the
backwardness of Southern Rhodesian

*THE AFRICAN AWAKENING, by
Basil Davidson. (Jonathan Cape,
12s. 6d4.).
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8 (Continved from p. 2
taboos means freedom., and freedom to-

dav is universally worshipped, the only
god to which human sacrifices are still
*made on big occasions on a very big

scale.

One taboo, which Sir James Frazer
“tells us (Galden Bough TIL. Pp. 3383351
was once almost universal, 1s the one on
human blood. Killing of men, necessary
or unnecessary, made a person “‘awful™
and cast him out of the pale of normalcy
and humanity. To be re-admitted to the
commerce of other men he had to under-
go some kind of purification. Of this
taboo no trace i1s left, and In 1ts stead
the greatest freedom to kill and to be
killed has been acquired, while repre-
sentational arts and their substitutes are
most popular and successful when deal-
ing with murder. This is Progress and
no mustake. but 1s it also the result of
“breeding, gentle nurture. and luxurious
food and shelter”™? There 1s a contra-
diction, a double-face in our civilization
which makes it difficult to answer. Only
a G. B. Shaw, so gemally and congenially
understanding the same civilization,
could enlighten us on the subject.

For he is the man of whom Churchill
could write that “He makes his charac-
ters talk blithely about killing men for
the sake of an idea, but would take great
trouble not to hurt a fly.”
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name has become a household
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threatened to go on till death.

marriage
relpedlvc beliefs find that

A Little More 'l'o"!prance

in Israel had heard of Moshe
till now, though now his
word.
For Moshe, displaying true artistic in-
journeved from the
- artists’ village of Ein Hod in Jerusalem
; lnprotenmhnownmyapmstthc
- lack of facilities for civil marriage.
- Moshe went on a hunger strike and

- Two-and-a-half years ago he had met
~ Oria Stankovicz, a Yugoslav non-Jewess.
They fell in love and decided to live to-
”_ﬁ!her now they wish to marry but find
~ that under the Isracli law the religious
mu have the exclusive jurisdiction
| and divorce. Neither

norOmwnhmztbﬁveuptbm
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Whites . . . One could enlarge the held
ol comparison, Africans certainly do.
They see that their Kind of people in the
Gold Coast and Nigena, and in French
Africa. have shown themselves capable
of woting at poliucal elections, munici-
pal or territonal . But can one ser-
ously argue that a majority of these
astonishingly adaptable Congo peoples
angemore ‘primitive’ than a majority of
people in British West Africa and French
Africa® If Africans on one side of
Stanley Pool are ‘fit to vote’, then why
not Africans on the other side of Staniey
Poet? If Nauve Reserves are re-
iected in the Congo as a policy of rum,
why do they become ‘sound government
in Kenva? If passes and movement are
‘necessary to law and order’ for all Afr-
OfRs 1N the Congo. why can the govern-
ment in the Gold Coast dispense with
them? If Africans in their rural areas
are reallv incapable of helping them-
selves. as Europeans generally assert they
are. how comes it that Africans n the
Eastern Region of Nigeria (having a
population nearly half that of the Congo)
have proved themselves capable of
building their own rural roads, wvillage
cMfics. village schools, village reservors,
even village shower-baths? T he
contrasts are not contrasts in African
empacity for change, or not primarily so;
prrmarily they are contrasts in European
opposition to change.”

The change that is Mr. Davidson's
main theme in his description of the
Belgian Congo, is one which Europeans
have set in motion—the coming of n-
dustrial capitalism and the creation of
am® unban proletariat. In his account
there are continual echoes, and some
parallels which he himself draws, with
the industrial revolution in this countr)
a hundred and fiftv vears ago. Mr.
Walter Elliot, commenting on Basil
Dawvidson’s account of this process, writes
that the path on which the Afrnican’s
feet are to be set, “is a perilous one; 1t
can onlyv be said that our feet are
set on it too. But the African, looking
up at the chimneys, might yet come to
curse the bright blue radio-acuive sky.
the teachers that set him on this path,
and the mother that bore him.” And
there are Africans too, who look at the
money-jungle of the Congo cities, and.
in Mr. Davidson’s words, “doubt whether
thilkind of civilisation can be h
having; isn't this perhaps another occa-
sion of Africans asking for bread and
being given a stone? Instead of the
higher civilisation they, are asked to be-
lieve in. manv Africans see in reality a
Stvgian mess of disbelief and dishonesty.
Instead of something better they see what
is certainlyv much worse. They see the
venerated tribal links of group and Kin-
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PROGRESS OF A DEFICIT!
WEEK 12

Deficit on Freedom £180
Contributions received £162
DEFICIT £18
March 18 to March 24
Stockport: Anon. 4/6: London: J.S.% 3/-:

London: Anen, 3/10: London: Anon. |/3.
Total L T
Previously acknowledged 161 11 5
71955 TOTAL TO DATE _ £162 4 0

GIFT OF BOOKS: London: AW.U.
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Moshe like so many others had worked
and fought during the “war of libera-
tion” always with the belief that out of
tho ashcs something really new and

istic would evolve. Moshe feels

' the people had given up this most

fundamental liberty “unthinkingly™ to a

small orthodox pressure group and he
was protesting.

The Atorney-General of Israel has
written regretting that Moshe had re-
sorted to such action and added in his
letter “Woe to any State that would
change its laws because one citizen has
gone on hunger strike.”

But it appears that Moshe Barak has
started something, for a few days ago a
citigens” group was formed with hundreds
of offers of support from all over the
country, with the express  purpose of
abolishing such religious discrimination

Many who helped to create the Jewish

State with so much idealism find to-day
it is just another Staie, and the idealism
that moved it into being remains to a
large deeree paper collectine dust on
some forgotten shelf.

slrcng!h to vou, Moshe, in your
in that littie country for » little

S5F

ship displaced by an arrant individual-
ism which overnides every frontier of
decency . . . They observe that the
wicked flourish like the green bay tree,
while the upright are diligently fleeced.”

Manyv Europeans too, have deplored
the change: “They have pointed to the
virtues of African tribal life, discovered
now that they were disappearing; rightly,
for the virtues were considerable. This
was a society which approached, at 1ts
best, the wision of community where
‘thine’ and ‘mine’ had lost their com-
pelling power for evil. ‘Looking nto
the world from his own home, the Bantu
child knows where he may seek hospital-
ity and succour of every kind: where
also, he may of right be called upon to
render assistance jn case of need. The
barriers of reserve shutting off human
beings from one' another are largely
down . . . so that for economic assistance,
for friendlv counsel, In time of sorrow
and in time of joy, these are the natural
categories of people to turn to, the core
of people with whom one is close-knit
from birth in a way of reciprocal rights
and duties.” This was indeed a happy
barbanism. ‘One «of the values most
stressed by the Nvakyusa', writes Monica
Wilson, ‘is that of wkwangela which, In
its primary sense, nreans the enjoyment
of good company, and, by extension, the
mutual aid and sympathy which springs
from personal friendship. It implies
urbane manners apd a friendliness which
expresses itself in eating and drinking
together; not only merry conversation,
but also discussion between equals, which
the Nvakvusa regards as a principal form
of education.” But there is no point In
arguing the case at length. Lamentation
for the noble savage is futile. Once
European mastery was rivetted on these
lands, the choice was no longer between
conserving the noble savage or degrading
him to a condition of more or less ser-
vile labour. One way or another, the
noble savage would disappear; for the
most part, European greed and stupidity
have ensured that he should disappear
in the wav most painful to himself.”

*
HE United Nations Review of Econo-

mic Conditions in Africa points out
that “The Native Reserves, being main-
tained as areas of tribal life, are to a
large extent cut off from the direct effects
of the developménts taking place out-
side them. With practically no internal
capital resources. as they become in-
creasinglv unable with their existing
techniques to support growing popula-
tions. they become exporters of labour™.
And Mr. Davidson declares that “whole
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Nyasaland
Ruanda Urundi. have become hittle more

territories, such as
than reservoirs of migrant labour; and
their consequent impoverishment is visi-
ble for all to see. Nothing in all Africa
is sadder to the heart and eve than the
great Native Reserves of the Transvaal
and the Cape Province. Out of this
system there has come the convement
European fable that ‘Africa is poor.
Europe has found it possible to extract
large profits with one hand, and yet

gesture sadly at African poverty with the

other. Someone has lately calculated,
for example, that the revenue of the
Government of Northern Rhodesia, a

notably ‘poor’ territory, is no larger than
the annual sums of money which quit
that territorv for investors overseas. In
1951 the revenue of the Congo Govern-
ment was 5,322 million francs; the ex-
ported profits of the Union Miniere—
not counting additions to reserve and re-
investment—were 2,560 million francs,
For the Gold Coast mining industry 1in
1949 a reliable official source calculates
that ‘of the £6.4 millions earned by the
exports of gold, perhaps £3 million can
be considered to have been transferred
out of the country’. In 1954 the Gov-
ernment of South Africa cut down the
money it would spend on African edu-
cation: vet South Africa’s big corpora-
tions are making record proﬁ({ Thus
it is obvious that ‘Africa 1s poor not in
any inherent sense but only in its social
heritage of individual knowledge and ex-
pnnence and in accumulated capital—
‘poor’, that is, because the colnmal Sys-
tem keeps it so and makes it so.

“In previous decades the European
colonist who wanted African labour had
generally needed to go and get i, bv
force, trickery, or other more or less dis-
reputable means. Coercion had come
first. Afterwards, in South Africa and
Rhodesia. as in the Congo, ingenuity
was shown in devising money taxes for
Natives who lived outside a money-using
economy—who grew or otherwise pro-
duced or bartered with each other all
the things thev needed. Forcing these
Natives to pay money taxes—defaulters
being generally sentenced to penal labour
—meant forcing them to go to work for
monev. Along with this, recruiting
agents would drive around the villages
with promlscs of bicycles and blankets—
promises which were never kcpt once
the men were safely ‘at the mine': or
else. in more recalcitrant cases, the local
administrator would come along, too,
and frighten the chief or headman to
‘finding’ the required number of men.
Long vears of more or less openly forced
labour have proved .necessary in all
colonies before the natural resistance of
tribal society is overcome, and men be-
gin of their own accord to go to work
for a monev wage. This tribal resist-
ance to wage employment is now more
or. less completely destroyed . Even
in the 'thirties there was little need for
coercive recruitment: more and more
men abandoned their sorry village life,
their ruined tribalism, and departed for
the towns. If one can set a rough date
at which this unhappy stream became an

Anarchist’s Notebook

#™ Continued from p. 1

South Wales and four hundred miles
north of New Zealand. The petition
alleges that the island is suffering “under
almost complete dictatorship depending
on the individual whnms of the succeed-
ing administrators.” Australia, they say,
is taxing them without allowing them a
share in the Government,

The organiser of the petition is Mr.
R. H. H. Nobbs, who is descended from
one of the mutineers, and the other 374

names (out of the adult J)opulauon of
538) include Christians and Youngs who
are descendants of the mutiny ring-
leaders.’

How interesting it would be to know
more about this dot in the Pacific
Ocean the inhabitants of which defy Big

Brother Australia. Could they, as things

‘are organised to-day, manage to survive

without the tie with Australia? Or are
they a self-sufficient community not de-
pendent on supplies, etc.,, from their big
neighbour?

From Hero to Traitor

IT is rightly said that treason is a ques-

tion of dates. Roosevelt, the Ameri-
can’s war hero, has for some, following
the publncauon of the report on Yalta,
become a traitor. Last week the Roose-
velt Statue in London’s Grosvenor Square
had the words “Traitor of Yalta™ scrawl-

in paint over it, probably by some
mdlgnam member of the American mili-
tary or diplomatic staff who occupy a

~large part of the 'buildings in the square.
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Or was it some patriotic Britisher umoy-
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cager flood, and changed not only ﬂ
size but also in meaning, the year was

1940, the beginning of the Second World
Since 1940 the European problem
is no longer to find means wherewith to
bully and bamboozle Africans into em-
it is to house and feed these
huge new urban pepulations; and to

War.

ployment :

bring succour to a deserted countryside.”

*
HIS book is of great interest to any-

one who thinks about the problems

of Africa. The anti-imperialist will find
in it a great deal of information about
the past and present wrongs done to the
African peoples by Europeans, and of
the enormous profits still derived by
European and American investors from
the mining of gold, tin, lead, copper,
diamonds and asbestos. The Marxist
will see economic determinism at work
What will the anarchist see? 1 think
he will see that there is little point n
telling the African that nationalism 18
a delusion, that the vote is a sham, and
that industrialism is hell. It is too much
like the rich man telling the poor man
that he is really much better off as he is.

Bernard Shaw declared fifty years ago
that “until the national question is set-
tled, the other questions that perplex a
nation cannot even be tackled; all the
solutions provided by the foreign country
are sterile. however well intentioned™.
The fact that a people in throwing off
a foreign occupying power are merely
changing masters is beside the point. It
is the same thing with the vote. You
can't decide that it is useless until you
have it. And it is again the same with
the industrial system. It has been forced
on the African for other people’s benefit
and nothing will persuade the African
that it cannot be turned to benefit him
instead of his exploiters.

Europe has much to atone for
Africa and Africa has much to learn

‘from Europe's mistakes but looking at

the continent that produced gas cham-
bers and bigger and better bombs the
African is right to say “Don’t preach at
me. put your own house in order, and
get off my back™.
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.MEETINGS AND

MANNOUNCEMENTS

LONDON ANARCHIST
GROUP

LECTURE-DISCUSSIONS
Every Sunday at 7.30 at
THE MALATESTA CLUB
155 High Holborn, W.C.1.
(Nearly opposite Holborn Town Hall)
APRIL 3—Tony Gibson

SCIENTIFIC EVASION OF THE
ARMY

APRIL 10—NO MEETING

INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS
Every Thursday at 8.15.
OPEN AIR MEETINGS
Weather Permitting
HYDE PARK
Sundays at 3.30 p.m.

- N.W. LONDON

HAMPSTEAD
at 27 Christchurch Hill,
Hampstead, N.W.3.
Discussions Meetings Mondays
at 8 p.m.
Alan M. Bain, at above address

GLASGOW

INDOORS
at 200 Buchanan Street
Every Friday at 7 p.m.

The Malatesta Club

155 HigH HOLBORN,
Lonpon, W.C.1.
* A
LONDON ANARCHIST GROUP
Informal Discussions Every Thursday,
at 8.15 p.m.

Lecture-Discussions Every Sunday .':
at 745 p.m. ¥ g

(See Announcements Column)
ALL WELCOME

- - -

The Anarchist Weehl

Postal Subscription Rates :
6 months 8/6 (U.S.A. SI.SO'
3 months 4/6 U.S.A. $0.75

Special Su nxmamz
12 montlu 27/- U.S.A. $450
6 months 13/6 (U.S.A. '
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