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NOTES ON THE FORTHCOMING CRISIS 19 ‘4 recetve much less publicity,
,.':? seem to us to be much more sig-

nificant 1in what th 'j. reveal.

STOP BLAMING THE WORKERS!

output of goods, while making more

in the year 1952-3 Company. pro-
fits amounted to :_},-’6‘) millions. In

the corresponding period the earn-

F the economic crisis succeeds in abolition of profits, and production pense of the community as a whole,

‘u

y the possibility of addition : WEEK

| relatﬁlz to st¥lkcs or mdus:‘rllalleg::lat::g: sideration, Lc:dcrsmp of the kind they have ments shall be completely prohibited.” 4

- The Prime Minister said he was con- The campaign will be conducted in a %r;‘conmUOned to obey. Close confinement or reduction of food Deficit on Freedom £510

El(;_ vinced that the best course to follow was | reverent spirit; any disruptive or sensa- ¢ campaign seems (O us Very | should never be inflicted unless a doctor C - ] .

o to leave thc. two sides of mdustr): 1o tional action. such as demonstrations out- mUCh Wonhy Of suppon' and al‘ consents, ontributions reeelved 5433 i

- work out their problems, and to continue | side prisons, will be rigorously discoun- though anarchists will most pro- Article 34 lays down that: “Instru- DEFICIT 77

to make available the machinery of the | tenanced. bably not wish to visit places of | ments of restraint, such as handcuffs, |
Mmi;:ry 'of Labour for help in reaching | Considerable funds will be required, worship, they will not doubt be able | chains, irons and strait-jackets shall August 19 to August 25 §
agreed solutions. and we beg those in sympathy with us to think of many ways of _support- | "Ter be applied as a punishment,"band- o\ . RW 1/ Glasgow: S.M.

~ with the help
- Labour so much the better.

raising its ugly head in spite of workers available by eliminating of goods for use,.and services for but we do not think that the extent ' N&5 of 19.6 million employees
the monetary surgery of Dr. Butler some existing jobs”. And we are the benefit of the public as a whole of exploitation (that is, profits from under the Pay As Y"’“ ,Ea.'"
and the injections of patriotism pre- assured by the Observer that “how- (less chauffeurs and flunkies for the the 'cm loviment of IJB«‘)ur) 7 Ca (P.A.Y.E.) scheme was f."*-_|53 mil-
Lady Dockers and ‘more scrvicc flats PR lion. In other words if the profit

scribed by Sir Anthony himself, it
will undoubtedly be ascribed to a
number of causes depending on the
school of economics to which you
subscribe or the daily néwspaper

you rc.ad.. For some it wpll be gbc a truth“ nowever awkward”; for public good at heart this i1s what since 1947 the advance in wages and £100 ot 7oy o - g
unpatriotic workers daring, like wus such “truths” belong to the fan- they would have té advocate. salaries was nearlv fourteen timies ’ 4 yedr more in their wage
Ohiver Twist, to ask for more In- tasies of Alice in Wonderland. Es 4% mich. as the volumiet o ifetest packet without any increase ia
stead of producing more; for others To our minds “too much money ‘ | prices. We have purposely erred on

it will be due to excessive profits

ever it may be wrapped up, there is
no getting round this awkward
truth”. For those who understand
the fner points of the theory of
capitalist economics it may well be

chasing too few goods” indicates

for the aged, for instance!) we are
advocating the abeolition of capital-
ism. But if Mr. Butler and his
economist friends had in fact the

IT may be true, 4§ even some anar-
chists maintain, that increases in

tain industries 1s sufficiently realised.
Whilst the statement by Sir John
Braithwaite, chairman of the Stock
Exchange was prominently head-
lined 1n last Monday’s Press (that

and dividends) the cold figures con-
tained 1n the Report of the Commis-

system did not exist either the pub-
lic would have paid £1,860 millions
less for the 20O 0ds and services [hey

obtained or the 19.6 million wage
earners could have earned nearly

the wrong side so far as our argu-

and bad management; some will that too many workers are produc- wages are only effected at the ex- sioners of H.M. Inland Revenue for e ¥ § e
blame expenditure on armaments or 1ng non-consumer goods (arma- ¥ Coatinued on p. 3
the “pampering of the workers™ ments, prestige buildings and the

with the Welfare State; others will like) or no goods or services (for

blame the loss of markets on the the public) at all (soldiering, chauf- THE EVENT OF THE MONTH

“dumping” of goods by Japan and
now Germany. A hundred different
reasons will be offered (many of
them cancelling each other out) and
as many solutions. But only a
handful of anarchists and a few un-
orthodox socialists, have the temer-
ity to suggest that perhaps the real
answer has eluded the City experts,
the Oxford dons and the wizards of
Economics: that the clouds on the
horizon are a crisis of Capitalism.
But it is too much to expect that the
experts, the Press, the Politicians
and Industrialists and the Trade
Union leaders whose very existence
dopends on the System should dream

!
o Qnesnomng its *\va[igty

disease from which we are
suffering (and apparently not

in this country but in America for
instance and even in Western Ger-
many), is called an “inflationary sit-
uation”. “As everyone knows”,
writes the Observer (21/8/55), “the
trouble consists in too much money
chasing too few goods and too many
jobs chasing too few workers”. The
“obvious remedies” for this ailment

fers for Lady Docker, door-keepers
and butlers for Lord Muck and the
like) and that there 1s a great deal
of money in circulation which has
not been worked for (profits).

We realise that to advocate the

A Dangerous Proposal

. PHILADELPHIA, AUGUST 23.

The American Bar Association yester-
day approved a proposed bill that would
allow the theories of communism to be
taught in United States schools to show
how they differ from the American way
of life. The bill is sponsored by Mr.
Daniel Flood, Democratic member of

Ui, o Rawnjiv,. from
Phila —Reuter.

The

(From our TV. € orrespondent)

ON September 22nd war is sche-

duled to commence between
that worthy and conservative insti-
tution the B.B.C., and a brand new
protagonist the Independent Tele-
vision Authority. For in this en-
lightened era the great British pub-
lic 1s to be permitted to see commer-
cial television, and will be subjected
to the serious dangers of having its
cultural standards lowered. No lon-
ger will it be ible to forecast
with absolute ce y that at what-
ever time one mx

CAMPAIGN AGAINST
Capital Punishment

NATIONAL campaign against
capital punishment is to be
launched, backed up by the names
of a number of well-known people.

ist,” and the sender’s name and address
in capitals—Yours &c.,

Victor GoLLANcz, Chairman,

National Campaign for the

Abolition of Capital

Pleasures

in the pro-

gramme will be above reproach.
Where commerce 1s concerned noth-
Ing 1S sacred—programmes may
even be broadcast with no cultural
content whatsoever—unlike B.B.C.
television.

But this 1s not quite true, for the
independence of the I.T.A. is to be
tempered (or 1s it tampered?) with
a lhittle governmental control. Only
52% hours transmission are to be
allowed: nothing on Sunday morn-
ings (on no account must television
tcmptanons detract from church-

and seven p.m. so that the cm

may be more easily persuaded to go
to bed (or is this the only way to
separate parents from their sets?);
no advertising from moneylenders,
matrimonial agencies, fortune-tellers,
undertakers, bookmakers, slimming
experts, manufacturers of bust-
developers or contraceptives, smok-
Ing cures or alcoholic treatment pro-
ducts. (An interesting if somewhat
motley collection). Finally, pro-

of Commercial TV

impossible to say just how the adult
population of Britain will react to
commercial TV.—even the adoles-
cent Americans dislike having break-
fast food thrust upon them by
an excruciatingly amusing comedian
—even though in LT.A. the sales
“plug”™ will only be permitted for
SIX minutes in the hour durmng
~natural breaks” in the programme.
It 1S an open question whether Mr.
and Mrs. Smith will enjoy even a
subtle reminder that “Tuz” is the

best Washmg-up powdcr—]ust as

‘Since sponsors cannot chose their

Own programmes one visualises awk-
ward and even embarassing mo-

ments in which the overwhelming
advantages of Stinkfumes cigarettes
are lauded immediately before a dis-
cussion on lung cancer.

The Director-General of LT.A..
Sir Robert Fraser, has forecast a
fantastic rise in the sale of TV. sets
from the present 44 to 12 million. so
it is reasonable to suppose that at

are “to take away some of the A letter which has already appear- Punishment. rammes for children must include las
: : . : t everyon
spending money and to increase the | ed in the usual papers, sets out the “LH";"‘““WS““" ‘g‘no method of advertisement . . . “keep up x:ltl;S tlt?e ajoﬁgzlt’x’on Sti(x)-
general 1dea of the campaign. It o .C.2..* which takes advantage of the natural Robert has gone so far as to com-

THE T.U.C. ASKS FOR

MORE POWER

THE report which the General

Council of the TUC will present
to the annual congress at Southport
next month is to ask the congress
to alter the rules of the TUC to en-
able the General Council to inter-
vene 1n disputes whenever there
seems a likelthood that they “may
effect the working lives of others.”
What this means in effect is that the
TUC is so concerned with the inter-
union strikes which have taken place
this year that it wants more and
more power to itself in order to deal
with them under the pretext that
other workers affected by ‘thought-
less’ strikers must be protected.

It is significant that after a meet-
ing between the General Council
and the Government, some members
of which were anxious to introduce
strike legislation a few months ago,
the Governments views are summar-

1sed as follows: —
So far as the Cabinet was concerned
it had not discussed, nor had it in mind.

(Manchester Guardian 23/8/55).
In other words the Government

: : Oxford: LO. 10/-.
knows which side the TUC is on, | Pesey Duff. National Campaign for the their principles. - Bad language to prisoners must be for- Total ...o l%b’ .'
and if ; t can leave the workers' Abolition of Capi]al Punishment. 14 p bidden. Warders should be trained to PNVIOH!.V ldﬂﬂ".d’d 432 . ¢

leaders to dictate to their members
of the Ministry of
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says:

A national campaign i1s about to be
launched with the object of bringing
capital punishment to an end at the
earliest possible moment. The executive
committee consists of Canon Collins of
St. Paul’s, Mr. Gerald Gardiner, Q.C,,
Mr. Christopher Hollis, Mr. Arthur
Koestler, Mr. Frank Owen, and Mr.
Reginald Paget, Q.C.; and a committee
of honour is being formed, widely repre-
sentative of the national life. Among
the first members of this committee are
Mr. Benjamin Britten, C.H., Mr. Frank
Byers, Professor C. Day-Lewis, Miss
Jacquetta Hawkes, Lord Listowel, Mr.
Henry Moore, C.H., Lord Pakenham,
Mr. J. B. Priestley, Canon Raven, Miss
Moira Shearer, Dr. Donald Soper, and
Mr. R. R. Stokes.

The campaign will be partly educa-
tional: books and pamphlets will be
issued, and meetings will be organised.
But we shall also be concerned to give
people already opposed to capital pun-
ishment an opportunity for expressing
their conscience. We shall suggest, for
instance, that abolitionists may think fit
to abstain from going to any entertain-
ment or party on the eve of an execution,
and may wish to attend a place of wor-
ship or assembly (and we shall arrange
for such places to be open for the pur-
pose). Other projects are under con-

to send a contribution, however small
(but as large as possible, please), to Mrs.

Henrietta Street, London, W.C.2. People
unable to contribute ase asked, neverthe-
less, to send a postcard to Mrs. Duff,
putting on it only the word “Abolition-

When the idea for the campaign
was first mentioned in the Press, it
was stated that the organisers were
thinking of encouraging token
strikes in industry at the time of an
execution. This, however, was de-
nied, and in our view, wisely.

Not that we do not think that
mass direct action would be the most
effective means of making the Gov-
ernment shift from its position of
support for hanging. We do think
so, but it is far better to announce
objectives that you think you can
reach and to use means that are
within your scope, than to call for
action that doesn’t come. A failure
of a big plan is far worse propa-
ganda than success on a small scale.

Organised throughout industry, a
down tools even for an hour would
be a most effective way of national
protest, but we do not see the names
of anyone who could be called a
‘Labour Leader’ among the advertis-
ed supporters of Mr. Gollancz’s
campaign. And, things being as
they are, we think it unlikely that
any noticeable number of workers
would take direct action without

ing the work of the organisers that
they can undertake in accord with

FREEDOM has consistently cam-
paigned for the abolition of the
death penalty, and we welcome all
organised activity towards that end.

i ‘-x.w;u&simm ML R T

credulity or sense of loyalty of
children.” (Perhaps this should also
apply to adults). Otherwise the
[.T.A. 1s almost as free as the air.
For the advertiser there will be
innumerable problems. As yet it is

The

E International Charter for the

Treatment of Convicts was submitted
by the UN. Secretariat to the 60-nation
Congress on Prevention of Crime which
opened on Monday, 22nd August, accord-
ing to Associated Press.

It calls for the abolition of corporal
punishment, chains, darkened punish-
ment cells and armed guards.

The 95 articles were drafted by the
Social Defence section and handed to
cach of the 500 delegates.

Article One declares that “there shall
be no discrimination on grounds of race,
colour, sex, language, religion, political
or other opinion . . . property, birth or
other status.”

The draft said: “Corporal punishment,
punishment by placing in a dark cell, and
all cruel, inhuman or degrading punish-

cuffs were permissible as a precaution
against escape during a, transfer.

restrain aggressive prisoners but except
in special circumstances, those who are
in direct contact with prisoners should
not be nrmed.

e

mit himself to the following devasta-
ting remark: “TV. is the greatest of
all civilizing forces . . . So long as
it 1S not autuall» md\ed it is a great
force—even if it is fairly bad.”
Now we know what to expect.

RARROIs B 1T o I e
United Nations

¢ Humanises”

Prisons

Cells, says the Charter, should have
windows which could be opened. Every
prison should have a library, with prison-
ers encouraged to make full use of it

and they should be kept informed of
world news.

Special nurseries should be maintained
wherever infants were permitted to re-
main in prison with their mothers.

It has to be noted that no mention is
made of the inhuman practise of
ing. Would this be too much of an
embarrassment to the powerful Member

Nation where hanging is still considered
a “civilized™ necessity!

—
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and the bullets of Bedouin raiders.

AST January,
view of Village by the

in itroducing the re-
Jordan, by

Joseph Baratz, the reminiscences of one
of the pioneers of the Jewish Collective
settlements in Palestine,
illustrate what |
analogy an
family of four brothers at the beginning
of this
America and made good mn the ladies’
garment industry,
was active in the political movements of
the left. another staved at home and died
al Auschwiz
Wrolce,

| attempted to
felt by raking as an
imaginary East European

century. One cmgrated to

another emigrated and

The ftourth brother, |

“went to Palestine and worked on the
land. He worked desperately hard for
yvears; he survived malarna, sunstroke,
To-
day he looks around and in a lot of
wavs 15 a disillusioned man. He was a
freethinker. a socialist and an internat-
onalist, and as he looks at the nation
he helped to create, he 1s worried by
religious bigotry, commercial opportun-
ism, the possible growth of a new de-
pressed class of Ornental mmmgrants,
militarism at home and hatred bevond
the frontiers., But he feels at the same
ume that he has made something with
his life, he has watched his village grow
from a desolate vallev which, when he
came. could not even support a famuly
of nomads, he i1s proud of what he has
achieved, of his children and grand-
children, of the refuge he has been able
o give to those who fled from oppres-
sion, he feels, in fact, that he has added
to the quality of Iife.”

*

OON after writing this 1 met a man
who was a combination of the first
two of the imaginary brothers. He had

gone from Russia 10 America forty-five °

years ago, and had been active in the
Jewish workers’ movement in the tailor-
mmg trade in New York. Eventually he
had prospered, and when 1 met him he
was stopping mm London on his way
home from his plane trip to Israel. 1
wanted to ask him his impressions of the
Avarzor and kibburzim, but what had im-
pressed him most was the Israeli army,
“smarter than our G.I.s.,” he said. |
laughed and said, “l1 bet when vou were
myounsedtosaythatZiomsmwas
lmns of diverting the worker’s energy
&om the stmggle for social justice,
wi B ;;_ w of the
- : 5,‘ .':’ ir .
e '*";‘q*sg?‘
g g f!plm “bm a '0! has
ppened since | was voung, Hitler for
m We won our struggle for bet-
ter wages and conditions, by now vou'd
call me a capitalist. And the final out-
come of the Russian Revolution cooled

l;‘
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mon BOOKSHOP

OPEN DAILY

OPEN 10 a.m. to 6.30; 5.0 SATURDAYS

All books sent post free, so please get
- your books from us. We can supply
an book required, including text-books.
Ploau supply publisher’s name if pos-
sible, but if not, we can find it. Scarce
and out-of-print books searched for.

New Books . . .
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lan Naim 12/6
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smnd"Hand 54 e
Glll. and Britain Sir John Pratt 3/-
Winifred Holtby 3/-

Mudon Mandoal
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Julian Huxley 3/-
wori and Wages (Abridged)
Thorold Rogers 2/6
~ The Task of Social Hygiene
; Havelocl Elis 3/-
_,73' Freedom of the Street
g Jack Common
- Democracy and Industry
: Constanc Reaveley &
- John™Winnington 3/-
Lett from the Big House
. Jim Phelan 3/-
- The Making of & Moron
4 Niall Brennan 3/-
—'!v'l m =

t by Bread Alcone
Wilfred Wellock 6d.
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| Sybil Morrison  6d.

free on all items
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And
made
anti=semitism,
then or
socialism as incompatible.”

PAGES FROM A NOTEBOOK

ANARCHISM, ZIONISM & THE KIBBUTZ-I

revolutionary ambitions,
nationalism that
[sracl necessary, but European
Besides. not  evervone
regarded Zionism and

more
wasn't Jewish

now

and mv American friend, left

Baratz

me a&\mg questions about the orgins
of the 1dea of
about the old Jewish labour movement,
and about those aspects of left-wing or
Poale-Zionism which
chism
of my questions must have been amply
answered in pur American
the Frae
publications,
| cannot read either Yiddish or Hebrew.
But one verv valuable source of informa-
tion about
meant,

settlement in Palestine,

linked it to anar-

and libertarian sociahism., Many
contemporary
Arbeiter Stimme, or in lIsrach

which are closed to me as

the Jewish anarchist move-
and about an absorbingly interest-
ing period of anarchist history in general

is soon to be opened to English readers.

Rudolf Rocker’s Awurobio-
have heard of mn

I refer to
graphv, which we

Spanish, in German. and in Yiddish, and
which has now
Joseph Leftwich, and 1s to be published

been transiated by Mr.

in London before the end of the year, by
Robert Anscombe & Co.
*

HAVE been reading Mr. Leftwich's

introduction to the book, which con-
tains his own reminiscences of Jewish
life iIn East London in the days when
Rocker was editing the Arbeirer Freind
and Germinal, and organmising the Bakers'

Co-operative, and the strikes against the

‘sweatshop svstem® in the tailoring trade
in 1906 and 1912*. When Mr. Leftwich

comes to the question of the relationship

with Labour Zionism, he writes:

“If anvthing, Rocker seems to have
had a blind eve to the mner strength of
Zionist feeling among the East End Jews.
He savs what must then have looked
justified. that ‘Zionism was at that time
2 negligible factor among the Jewish
workers in London’ . It 1s factually
correct. Paul Goodman, a life-long Zion-
ist, writes 1n his history of Zionism in
England that ‘among the un-Anglicised
section, the working classes took with
alacrity to the Socialist propaganda—
strongly flavoured with atheistic Anar-
chism— that was to bring a new world
into being’. And ‘as a whole, the Com-

‘—' *-‘_; -" “.ﬂt \— -

The

ONE of the less dramatic, but nonethe-

less infuriating, evils of commercial
society is the “tourist trade”. In the
eighteenth century it was still only the
aristocracy who could afford to travel
for pleasure. They made The Grand
Tour, going round Europe as part of
their cducauon As there were relatively
few of them the harm they could do was
not great. In the nineteenth century the
bourgeoise started to go on tour, and the
trouble began. Partly it was due no
doubt to the Romantic Movement.
People who could afford to bchn to take
an interest in the past, and in wild and
beautiful spots. Ruined castles were
visited, and such places as the Highlands
of Scotland, thanks to the novels of
Scott. Thiswwas not all bad. With the
exception of a handful of aristocrats the
people of the eighteenth century had no
interest in the past. If anything they
had a hate of it. The destruction of the
great stone circle of Avebury, which
easilv dwarfed Stonehenge, in order to
provide building materials for cottages,
was typical of the vandalism of earlier
ages. There was a tendency in the Agc
of Reason to decrv modern man’s “rude”
or “barbaric” ancestors. The cult of the
wild and “romantic” which followed did
at least lead to the preservation of many
an ancient monument that would other-
wise have gone out of existence.

Partly also the impulse to visit beauti-
ful spots and places “of historical inter-
est” was the product of the living condi-
tions of the bourgeoise. To live all one’s
life in the stuffy atmosphere of a Vic-
torian suburb—though many modern
ones are not much better—must have
produced a passionate desire to escape.
The trouble was, and is, that the escapers
took with them the very atmosphere
from which they were fleeing. The im-
proved communications, the development
of the railwavs, followed by the car and
the bus or touring coach, made it pos-
sible for more and more people “to get
away from it all™. '

There is no question that our island is
over-populated. The result of the in-
creased transport facilities has been that
now huge hordes of people can escape
en masse from the big cities. This looks
cood at first sight, until one realises that,
despite their desire to escape the big city,
they know only the way of life of the
big city, and so thev bring it with them.

All the most beautiful or interesting
places are spoiled at once. 1 had this
brought home to me in a recent trip to

Ty

munity, native and foreign, was too pre-
nocupud with the problems arising out
of the Jewish congestion in certain parts
of London and the Provinces to turn
away from local needs to the pursuit ol
Palestinophile ideas, whose sole mer!
was lhur pale and rather sickly roman-
Lcism’,

“The story of Labour Zionism and the
Socialist Zionist movements began later
_ .. It was not until 1906 that the first
Poale Zionist Conference was held n
England . For a long time the young,
\nnll 5oualm Zionist movement had to
fight theoretical battles both with the
orthodox Socialist and with the Anar-
chists, as well as with the orthodox Zion-
ists. Ben Gurion looking back said of his
Poale Zion movement: ‘We have been
mocked at by the great authorities of
Zionism and Socialism who have seen
in what we have been trving to do some-
thing quite unorthodox from their own
doxmanc viewpoints,” Borochov, the
theoretician of Poale Zionism, engaged
in arguments with the Anarchists. They
were an intellectual force in the Jewish
working class movement at that time.
‘The Anarchists try to simplify the
tactics of the Labour movement, he
wrote, attempting to justify the complex
integration in his movement of the two
ideas of Socialism and Zionism.’

“When the Freie Arbeiter Stimme cele-
brated its 60th birthday, the largest daily
in Israel, Davar, organ of the government
Labour Party, pubhshed an article em-
phasising its ‘freedom of expression,
even for opponents, which went so far
that as long ago as 1891 1t gave space to
Alexander Harkavy to publish an article
in its columns defending the 1dea of the
Yishuv in Palestine.’

“] need not be a Zionist to realise that
much of the spirit of the old comrades
has been poured into the new movement
which has established the State of Israel

. Of course, it worked also m the op-
posnc, direction. 1 knew Dr. Salkind,
who succeeded Rocker and Linder as
editor of the Arbeiter Freind, when he
was a Rabbi and a pioneer Zionist. But
some had combined Anarchism and
Zionism even in the early days. Dr.
Zolotarov, one of the pioneers of the
Jewish Anarchist movement, one of the
editors of the Freie Arbeiter Stimme and
a contributor to the Arbeiter Freind, was
moved by the Kishinev pogrom of 1903
to join ‘the radical Zionist movement,
though he did not abandon his collabo-

VIEWPOINT —

ration in the Anarchist publications.’

“Rocker tells the story of the printer
Narodiczky, a well-known Zionist figure
in the East End, whose printing press
still exists there, who had printed his
periodical Germinal. ‘He had come to
accept our hibertarian ideas, without how-
ever abandoning his Zionism. He be-
lieved that a Jewish Palestine would offer
a better field for new social experiments
than the old countries of Europe'.
Rocker's friend Gustav Landauer was an
anarchist thinker who was interested in
Zionism. Brenner, who had worked as a
printer with Narodiczky in London, and
A. D. Gordon, who both died in Pales-
tine, were Anarchists in the Tolstoyan
sense. Lieberman, who 1s to Rocker
the ‘father’ of Jewish Socialism and Jew-
Anarchism, is also claimed as the ‘father’
of Socialist Zionism.

“The roots of all these movements go
far back in Jewish history and Jewish
belief. Moishe Shtarkman, writing 1In
the Freie Arbeiter Stimme in 1955,
quoted passages from the Talmud, and
explained where he had found them, ‘not
in modern heretical anarchist pamphlets.
These were not 1deas,” he said, ‘that
voung Jews had absorbed in London
and New York. They were a revival of
the old Jewish Messianic faith, The
[ibertarian movement used a new termin-
ology for ancient Jewish i1deas, which
were near to the hearts of these young
Jews. If such veterans of Jewish anar-
chism as Zolotarov and Katz afterwards
became spokesmen of the radical Zionist

a frequent listener to anarchist

S
A speakers at Hyde Park, 1 freely
admit a considerable admiration for their
prowess in putting the anarchist point of
view 1n a clear and straightforward way,
though 1t i1s perhaps open to debate as
to how much value may be put upon
this form of propaganda. The optimists
would have us believe that an ever-
increasing number of receptive listeners
gradually incline towards anarchism as
a result of public speaking, the cynics
hold the view that the method ‘does

something’ for the speaker if nothing
else!

Possibly the cynical-optimist (if

e 3 g :.”‘ A 'f¢‘w

Tcurist Plague

Cornwall. Villages that had once been
curious, and full of interest, have now
become little different from Ealing
Broadwav. The little old houses be-
come either “sights”, at an exorbitant
cost of entryv, or gift-shops selling things
which, if theyv were not decorated with
little picture and the words “A Present
From ™ would not sell even
in our junk-ridden society. The people
who used to live in these villages were
once smugglers and fishermen, sturdy
fellows with whom the government
dared not meddle. Some of these smug-
gling communities were practically inde-
pendent, having their own fleets of swift,
heavily-armed sailing boats that could
tackle the Revenue cutters on an equal
basis. One hardly wants to go back to
the brutal past, but the present may
scarcely be called an improvement. If it
be urged that the tourist is the sole
means of livelihood, under present
economic conditions, of the population
of these places, then the answer is, soO
much the worse for present conditions.
It merely displays how rotten present
society is.

Land’s End and Tintagel have both
been seriously spoiled by the presence of
huge hotels, placed right on the top of
the headlands, looking as if they had
been detached, and removed en bloc,
from a London terminus, Liverpool
Street or Paddington.

In Wales the Devil's Bridge has paid
dearly for the fame it has acquired. This
was once a wierd and lonely spot, the
sort of place that one would associate
with the Devil. A notice tells you that
the scene has inspired poets, but it
would certainly not do so now. In
order to . get down off the roadway you
have to pay and pass through a turn-
stile. In order to see the bridge from
both sides vou have to pay twice and go
through two turnstiles (run by rival
organisations?) on opposite sides of the
road. Then you stagger down a narrow
path, continually avoiding falling over
school-children. slipping on banana peel,
and all the rest of it. To get the best
out of a place like this, one should visit
it in solitude, or with one or two people.
When one has to queue for it the effect
15 spoiled. There is of course a per-
fectly huge hotel not far off.

One of the things that strikes one most
about these places is the degradation of
local tradition. In Cornwall small statu-
ettes of “piskies” (whatever they may be),

are crudely mass-produced, and sold as
“Tucky”. Now, I don't care how super-
stitious vou may be, but I cannot see
how even the most superstitious person
in the world can believe that a thing
that is mass-produced cheaply and nastily
in a modern factory can contain either
good luck or bad. Savages believe that
their idols can do things for them, but
these are after all the product of hours
of loving work and creative effort, the
work of men whose craft has been
handed down for generations. To wor-
ship such things i1s less superstitious and
less absurd than to consider some mass-
produced charm as “lucky”.

In Scotland they make everything,
cheap penknives, boxes, combs, pencils,
cards and calendars with a tartan on it
It is a curious fact that the tartan, which
looks beautiful on cloth, where it is
meant to be of course, looks just shoddy
on tin-handled penknives and chocolate
boxes. The Scots always seem to be so
keen on their national traditions that it
1s surprising that they have allowed this
prostitution, As for the tourist value
of the Loch Ness monster the less said
the better. I have seen cards on sale,
which, while clearly not photographs of
the monster if you take the trouble to
look closely, are made to look as if
they might be, and are no doubt bought
as such by simple souls.

I don’t know if anything can be done
about this problem. Within our society
not much. Big city civilisation has ruined
a great deal of the British Isles, and the
process i1s still going on. The remote
and lonely places not wvisited by the
tourist are getting fewer and fewer, and
those that remain are taken over by the
government for submarine bases, rocket
testing-grounds, airfields and reservoirs.
The only hope is that the big city itself
will begin to disintegrate. In spite of
optimistic beliefs held by many I do not

think that this process has really begun
yel.,

This is not to imply that people should
not escape from the big city. But it is
a crazy state of affairs when people live
in, and work in, surroundings that they
hate so much that they flee from them
at the first opportunity, It is rendered
even crazier when thanks to their con-
ditioning they take with them the very
surroundings that consciously or uncon-
sciously they are seeking to escape, be-
cause they cannot live outside them.

ARTHUR W. ULOTH.
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COMMENT ON

Speakers at Hyde Park

- | the mantle of power with doub

able tagq ! in

movement and of Poale Zionism, i
no contradiction to their anarcb'
vity'"

HAVE made lf\cse long quotations

from Mr. Leftwich's very interesting
Introduction, because they answer one of
the questions |1 had asked, because they
throw light on a side of the Jewish anar-
chist movement which we have never
mentioned before, and because they show
how difficult it is to make sweeping
generalisations about Zionism which has
so many aspects, good and bad. In 1920,
after Rocker's deportation to Germany
following his internment during the war,
Dr. J. M. Salkind revived for a while the
Arbeiter Freind, and | notice that FREE-
poM (May 1920), referred to his “having
previously been a strong supporter of
Zionism which he now realises 1s of no
value to the workers”,—a change, as Mr.
Leftwich says, in the opposite direction
to the general tendency. For by this
time, America had ceased to be the
Promised Land for the impoverished
Jews of Eastern Europe, and emigration
to Palestine had become, not for nation-
alistic or religious, but for practical
reasons, their only hope of escape from
increasing political and economic pres-
sure in Russia, Poland and Rumania.
As Henrnik Infield puts it:

“Palestine, at the end of the first
World War, was to become the main
haven of the persecuted Jew. The Bal-
four Declaration of 1917 brought politi-
cal recognition to the Zionist colonisation
in Palestine. The post-war pogroms

surpassed in intensity of terror and in
0%~ Continued on p. 32

he exists), could give us the answer, but
what is important is that the propaganda
should be put over in the most effective
way as to be likely to convince sympath-
isers and potential sympathisers of the
essential reasonableness of the anarchist
case,

To my mind there is one outstanding
trap into which almost all the anmarchist
speakers fall, and in so doing do not
gain that measure of agreement from the
audience which might otherwise be pos-
sible. It i1s in their apparent attitude
towards all politicians and others in a
position of power. Usually by implica-
tion, most anarchist speakers appear to
believe that all these individuals take on

questionable motives—for personal gain
or personal satisfaction of their own foul
ends.

This seems to me to be an overstate-
ment of the position. Whilst accepting
the general principle put forward by
Stirner (and others), that we are all
guided by self-interest; and being in
agreement with Lord Acton, that power
corrupts, it does not necessarily follow
that all M.P.’s are sitting in the House
designing the downfall of the people in
order to feather their own nests! Tt is
unquestionably true of some M.P.’s and
equally untrue of others.

It 1s fair to say that verv little (f
anything), can be achieved through gov-
ernmental institutions, but the fact that
a Labour M.P. who is also a Socialist
cannot achieve any ‘real progress’ by
being in Parliament does not mean that
he does not have a sincere wish to do so.
His motives may be entirelv reasonable
although his methods are wrong. One
can say therefore that his own self-
interest may coincide with what anar-
chists consider to be progressive although
there is little that he can do,

The point therefore is that most anar-
chist-platform listeners find it difficult to
believe that Sidney Silverman or Fenner
Brockway (for example), are merely in
Parliament for their own purposes. Whilst
they may accept the argument that the
system does not allow even enlightened
men to succeed to any extent, should
their favourite polmcnans motives be
taken into question they become unre-
ceptive and the case which is being put
forward may well become unacce ptable.

Finally, I do not think that most anar-

chist speakers suppose that all power-

seekers have bad motives, but that in

being positive in their platform approach ¥

they tend to paint politicians -black and
‘the underdog’ white.,
all some shade of grey, and a large num-

ber of those in power are probably ratherv
a dark shade. HFW. =
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Indian Prince Uberi, on holiday ,
Kashmir, went to the Deamnlle ' .{‘[g
last night wearing a dinner j ck

fancy lace shirt, and a tau!lled" t
“bootlace™ tie,

Prince Uberi “rationed” himsel
£20,000 for she night on roulette.
losing £8,000 he changed tables ¢

the rest. (Evening Stas
It would take a British n"':t t
40 years to eam il |
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.J. b
~ STOP BLAMING THE
8 WORKERS !

' Continved from p. 1

figure significant enough even at its
8 ]owest level.

. The relation between wages and
proﬁts in certain industries is par-
- ticularly revealing. In the “Chemi-
~ cals and Allied Trades” the net pro-
fits were £94m. in an industry with
a wage bill of £192m; in Iron & Steel

E

the corresponding figures were
 £82m. and £266m., in Shipbuilding
and non-electrical  engineering

£160m. and £611m., Electrical En-
gineering, etc., £79m. and £254m.,
Vehicles £101m. and £363m., Paper
& Printing £113m. and £214m.,
Shipping £67m. and £84m., Wool
£30m and £60m. and in Cotton pro-
fits were £78million against a wage
bill of only £83 million!

*

IT is a curious phenomenon of capi-
talism (at least for wus), that
whereas during the past ten years of
“peace” we have heard no concern
expressed by the armaments indus-
try as to the effect that increasing
output of arms would have on arma-
ment prices we are always reading
about the serious effects upon world
markets resulting from bumper
crops of commodmes such as food.
~ Apparently British farmers last year
- “glutted” the market with, say the
- merchants and millers, corn that was
~ damp and of poor quality. This year
~ they have sown half a million acres
:\ less. the corn, thanks to our Indian
‘summer, is dry but the tragedy is
that the yield is much higher thtgn
ofthe t five years, so the

v | : : aggal: womed about the

i g"...J"
,L?"‘s the ¢ oe sown is deter-
mined by “the state of the wheat
market” and not by the number of

~ hungry mouths in the world.

"w \- g .

k. “In-
crease In the output of goods’ as if

“‘prosperity” under capitalism de-
pended on an ever increasing output.
- Prosperity i1s a relative term, like
- equality at Animal Farm and some
- people are more prosperous than

others.

Is the problem of *too much
money”’ solved by increased produc-
tion or by foreign investment? Is
~ the “prosperity” of a nation achieved
- at the expense of the misery of other
~ nations, that is Imperialism all over
again with the only difference that
- now one achieves the same ends
~ with dollar bills instead of mission-
~aries and guns and physical subju-
- gation?

- According to figures compiled by
the Commerce Department’s Office
- of Business Economics and recently
f '; ued in Washington, private United
tates investment abroad last year
showed a rise of nearly $3,000 mil-
lion (£1,000 million) and that of
«s nited States corporations $1,400
million (£500 million). Private in-
vestments abroad now total $26,500
on (£9,000 million) and the

.~ The Observer advocates an
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*We he ve included in our figure of wage
-;-‘?_’W exs those workers engaged in nat-
ised industries (coal mining, rail-
ways, gas, electricity and water), total-
="- 4;860000 and carning £845 million
‘those in Public administration
efenee (1,820,000 earning £777
Furthermore we have only
aken  our figure for profits the earn-
:7: " of Companies, leaving out of
iccount the profits made by concerns
m. “indmduals" (£121 million) and
sartnerships” (£62 million) though ob-
nﬁs » ) large number of these em-

;Hl“r’0

vit ..‘.. te” charges against profits

bour which is included in the
gurel If one took these
int - account, and still ignoring

Corporations have invested abroad
no less than $10,000 million (£3,500
million) since the end of War Il. We
do not know what the earnings are

on these investments, but one can
imagine that by comparison the

British figure of £293 million for

1954 must appear insignificant. It
IS 1nteresting to note that “earnings”
(interest, profits and dividends) from
foreign investments of sterling during
the three years 1952-3-4, £295m.,
£285m. and £293 m. respectively,
appear to be almost stationary and
might indicate that this country, un-
like America, is not finding an out-
let for its surplus money.

*

WHAT happens when the world’s

markets are saturated, when
the world is *“developed” and every
country 1s suffering from inflation
and unable to find outlets through
foreign investment? “Either ca ltal-
1Ism will have saved itself by coloms-
ing and “developing” outer space or,
what we would much prefer to be-
lieve, that long before such a situa-
tion is reached the teeming millions
of the world who are the victims of
capitalism, will have found new, less
wasteful and more just ways of pro-
viding for the needs of mankind.
Curiously enough the technical as-
pect of the organisation of produc-
tion and distribution for use, is less
of a problem than that of making
enough people aware of the injus-
tice, inhumanity and wastefulness

of the existing system!

Continued from p. 2
scope any that had afflicted eastern
Jewry. The restrictions of immigration
were made more stringent not only in
thesUnited States but elsewhere. To the
youth of eastern Europe, particularly,
the ‘old-new’ land appeared as an oasis
wherein life, if only by contrast with
what they led, must be both good and
happy."!

It is here that we find the historical
Jusnﬁcatxon of Zionism, for not only did

theEnt:mei:egome

| more perilous in the subsequent vears,

but in Germany, where Jewish assimila-
tion and ‘westernisation’ had been most
complete, and where consequently, Zion-
ist ideas had far less influence, the rise
of Nazism brought the same perils. Dr.
Arthur Ruppin, who worked so devotedly

in Palestine, declared in 1933:

“I have spoken with German Jews
who until very recently were among the
bitterest opponents of Ziomism and of
the work in Palestine and who to-day
admit that they were mistaken, and that
the German Jews would be in even
greater despair if Palestine did not exist
as a moral support and an economic
hope."2
and in the previous year in an address in
Germany, forseeing the accession of the

Nazis he had said:

“It 1s a frightful tragedy, this growing
up of a young, gifted, and industrious
generation, which cannot find an outlet
for its energies in the land of its birth.
If Zionism does nothing more than bring
hope into the life of this particular gene-
ration, it has achieved a great thing."3

As the terror increased, culminating in
the Nazi's ‘final solution’, the attempt to
exterminate European Jewry, the realisa-
tion that all frontiers were closed to
them and that no government would
help them, led the emissaries of the
Union of Collective Settlements, the
‘handful of devoted and courageous men
and women' whose activities were re-
cently described in FREEDOM,* tO organ-
ise illegal immigration in defiance of the
British mandatory government,

*

ZIONISM has in fact four aspects,

which it is often difficult to separ-
ate. The first, which we have mentioned
above, i1s that of the physical survival of
Jewish people, quite literally a matter of
life and death. The second is the fulfil-
ment of Hebrew prophesy, ‘God will not

MaCarthy’s Supporters

The Catholic War Veterans of the
US.A. adopted a resolution yesterday
opposing recognition of Red China or
her admission to the United Nation
The organization commended the an
‘Communist work of Senator Joseph R.
McCarthy, Republican of Wisconsin,

ising, “business expenses™, The resolutmns m adopted .s;_.
“’# ' devthq rest. our esti- | delegates at a ¢ w
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emancipation of the Jews;
pation as a nation among nations

goes out an African-
,fromthewayofhfe

-----

AT one time or another most of us

have wondered exactly what goes
on behind the locked doors of the Ameri-
can security investigation bureau. We
have all read with comparative amaze-
ment of some of the more far-fetched
reasons the investigators have given for
causing individuals to be dismissed from
government employment, and in many
instances accusations have been com-
pletely non-proven, and still the em-
ployee gets the sack. When this happens
the person concerned is automatically
regarded as a Communist who's one aim
1Is to cause the immediate downfall of
the American Government, and he be-
comes unwanted, unloved and unem-
ployed. Such is the general pattern.

Just recently a young Washington
lawyer, Adam Yarmolinsky, who was
obviously even more curious than most
of us, decided he would like to find out
more about the security programme.
With assistance from other interested
[awyers he decided to investigate the
investigations, and a $50,000 grant was
made by the Fund for the Republic to
enable the Yarmolinsky group to study
about 300 security cases over the past
vear. Last week the findings of 50
typical cases were made public. Need-
less to say government files were not
made available, but special efforts were
made to overcome this difficulty, in that
most of the collected evidence was forth-
coming from such related documents as
the written charges, written responses by
those who were mvesngatcd and tran-
scripts of hearings given to them.

As was to be expected the case his-
tories provided the usual examples of

Anarchism, Zionism & the Kibbutz

come 1o
Israel
earth’.

the heavenly Jerusalem, till
has come to the Jerusalem on
The third is the idea of the Jews

as a nation:

“The civil and political emancipation
of the Jews is not sufficient to raise
them in the estimation of the peoples.
The proper, the only remedy, would be
the creation of a Jewish nationality, of a
people lLiving upon its own soil, the auto-
their emanci-
the

of a home of their own.

The fourth is the idea of new forms of
co-operative social life.

. The theoretical
and practical origins of this fourth idea
will be discussed in our next issue.

C.W.

*Woodcock and Avakumovic, in their biography
of l\mpotkm. referring to the founding of the
Workers' Friend in 1885, declare that the Jewish
xmmlgrants in the East End formed, up to 1914,

““the most numerically - strong nucleus of liber-
tarian socialism in Britain.”’ Rocker (one of
whose achievements was to bning many of the

masterpieces of world literature to the immi-
grants from Russian ghettos, by translating them
into  Yiddish), reported to the Intemational
Anarchist Congress at Amsterdam in 1907, said
that they “‘took an active part in the Jcsnsh
Trade Unions of which there were eleven, re-
garding always Syndicalism as a revolutionary
means of emancipation. The Workers* Friend
had a circulation of 2,500 and had been clearly
anarchist for sixteen years. Germinal, pnnted
in 48 pages, had 4,000 copies as an issue.
The Social Democratic and the Zionist move-
ments are of very little importance among the
Jews of England'’.

I. Henrik Infield: Co-operative Living in Pales-
tne (Kegan Paul, 1946).

. Arthur Ruppin: Address to 1Sth Zionist Con-
gress, Prague, August 1933.

3. Arthur Ruppin: Address to Convention of
German Zionists, . 1932.
(Both reprinted in ee Decades of Palestine
(Schocken, Jerusalem, 1936).)

. The Secret Roads (FREepOM, 18/6/1955).
. Leo Pinsker: Auto-Emancipation (1882).
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Hitler’s Heirs

Tests now being employed in South
Africa to determine whether a man is
Coloured (of mixed descent) or African
seem as much influenced by the witch
doctor as the scientist.

The *“scientists™ handling the task are
weirdly skilled. By feeling the lobe of
a man’s ear, for example, they can tell
whether he is Coloured or African. The
latter, they maintain, have softer lobes.

The value of the system is its speed
and simplicity. A few questions. The
lobe test. A check on the profile for
Negroid features. A fine comb drawn
through the hair to find the character-
istic African woolliness. And within 20
minutes, if the reactions are positive, a
man’s world is shattered.

He came in a Coloured, possessing a
few privileges and a cewnn status. He
ct. an oulcast
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mjustice and lack of commonsense which
have become synonymous with Mec-
Carthyite hearings. It is not necessary
(0 restate here a large number of stupid
findings- which resulted in dismissal for
the employee, but there are two absurdi-

liecs which one may mention because
they show the low level at which the
“loyalty boards” operate,

An employee said at his hearing that
he owned reproductions of Picasso,
Matisse, Renoir and Modiglani. He
was considered ineligible for a perma-
nent Civil Service appointment and bar-
red from sitting for their examinations
for three years! A negro woman em-
ploved by the Agriculture Department
was questioned as to her relationship
with a suspected Communiit whom she
satd she had met two or three times.
The following pointless dialogue was re-
ported in Time:

“Q. You say he was dark brown?

A. Yes.

Q. And would you say you are light
brown?

A. No, but he was darker than | am.

Q. What would you say your colour
was”?

A. 1 would call myself dark brown.

(. You call yourself dark brown?

A. Yes.

0. And

A. But he was darker than I am.

(0. Considerably darker or just a little

darker?

A. 1 would say two or three shades
darker, I guess.”

She eventually went back to her old job,
but one can guess that her respect for
the American way-of-life, as upheld by
alleged intelligent men, may well have
weakened by two or three points.

From Rome, currently.
stance of an American emploved by the
United Nations Food and Agricultural
Organisation, Mr. Gordon. Mclintire,
whose passport has been withdrawn at
the imsistence of the U.S. Government.

He has renewed his appeal to the F.A.O.
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American Security Hysteria

to be heard on accusations of subvetsive
activities which led to his dismissal.
Both the F.A.O. and the State Depart-
ment have repeatedly declined to make
public what the accusations are, or pro-
duce evidence in the form of a letter
from the State Department which con-
cerns him. The LL.O. tribunal which
heard the case, consisting of three inter-

national jurists. described the dismissal
as “a misuse of power” and ordered
Mcintire's reinstatement. The F.A0O.

has refused to comply with the tribunal’s
order, prefering to pay S11,000 damages
for wrongful dismissal and stating that
he is unsuitable for re-employment.

[hree weeks ago a young would-be
American Merchant Marine officer, Eu-
gene Landy, was refused his commission

on no grounds whatsoever. But the
reasons were obvious enough. and had
nothing to do with his inability to reach
the standard required by the Marmes.
At the Naval Academy he was second in
his class, gained high athletic honours
and won a prize in naval architecture.
The Navy Department ‘advised’” the
Academy not to give him a commission

although he had his degree
ous crime agamst the United States
which prompted this action was that
LLandy’s mother was a former Commun-
ist—a fact which Landy had at no time
concealed. The Navy commented in true
cloak-and-dagger fashion that Landy was

The griev-

“extremely close™ to his mother., How
SUSpICIOUS.

And so runs the course of present
American official hysteria. No one is
absolutely safe in their job, whether it be
with a government department or not.

Accusations can be and are made by
personal enemies which immediately
throw suspicion upon the accused, who is
In effect regarded as guilty until he
proves himself innocent—even if only
unofficially. Reasons for ridiculous de-
CISIONs may or may not be given, but it
makes Iittle difference. The bogey of
Communism has spread its shadow over
the ‘great American scene’ and has got
completely out of hand. The situation
can only improve if and when the U.S.
Government is made to realise that it
has made itself a laughing stock through-
out the world.
W.
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The 0pposition to Peron

SINCE the June uprising against the

Peron Government, clashes between
anti-Peron demonstrators and the Police
have been frequently reported from
Buenos Aires.

~ The principal political opposition—the
Radicals—is split into three conflicting
groups and therefore, disunited, does not
constitute a serious threat to the Peron-
iIsts. The Catholics however, are a dif-
ferent matter and are the most militant
and dangerous of Peron’s opposition,
and it 1s they who are principally respon-
sible for harrowing the Government.

Since June, Government policy has not
remained constant. At first, there was
a show of relaxation for oppositional
movements and speakers were even al-
lowed to broadcast dissident views.
Known Anti-Catholic Ministers were
replaced, and Rome, after its hasty de-
cision to excommunicate Peron, implied
that recantation would rectify that error.

Reports from Argentina in the last ten
days indicate a return to the former anti-
Church policy. The Police claim that a
Catholic plot against Peron’s life has
been discovered following the Govern-
ment ban on the traditional public holi-
day for the Feast of the Assumption.
The Ministry of Education said that
schools would remain open and children
not attending would be penalised; the
answer of the Church to this was a de-
claration that all its schools and colleges
would be closed.

Further, the Peronist Party have
issued a declaration to the effect that
there will be a return to the days of
militant Peronism operating on the
streets against any opposition. But with-
in the last two days however, there has
been another change in an important
office. The Foreign Minister, Senor Re-
morino, has resigned from office and has
been replaced by Dr. Martiniz described
“as a man of conservative sympathy in
no way identified with any thought of
anti-clericalism™. |

The Times editorial of August 2Tth,
commenting on the situation suggesis

“that Peron has in no way altered his

attitude to the \:lergy "This is our own
view put forward in previous i f

Freepom. The editorial continues:
alliance of militant cleqy and disimnlluL
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sible toadeqmelym

attack him by attacking his Church
policy. Finally, he has chosen to main-
tain that he never proposed the disestab-
lishment of the Church, and i1s willing to
accept the decision of the referendum
the constitution demands and has post-
poned 1t until November. All this has
been accomplished by no change in the
nature of his power. It rests still upon
the Army and the trade unions, upon
the failure of his radical and Cathoklic
opponents to combine, and upon the
evident fact that he has done much for
Argentina’s prosperity.”

It would be wrong to assume that
Peron is opposed to the Church as such
which is what Catholic opinion would
have us believe. His only quarre! with
them 1s their challenging of his political
power. Catholic authorities are aware
of this, but their following like that of
many another reactionary body are too
militant as well as being sometimes
fickle. Like the anti-rearmament move-
ment in Germany which as onginally in-
stituted by the Trade Unions in collab-
oration with the socialists, but which
became an embarrassment to the [eaders
when the rank and file really decided to
take 1t seriously, the militant Catholic
rank and file may well become a nuisance
to the Church, if expediency demands
that it should come to terms with Peron.

But the Church with its threats of
everlasting damnation can casily push its
flock into line when circumstances de-
mand it. The same cannot be said so
readily of a political following, and
Peron can only be sure of support
the trade unions as long as the e
prosperity enjoyed by the Argenﬁne
workers in the past few vears lasts. M
are signs however, that conditions
not as favourable as they were,
Peron’s behaviour would indicate ‘ ‘f
is attempting to consolidate his ¢
and placate all clements, a combin z‘;_
of militant Catholicism and disgruntle
trade unions vmnld' mke
opposition. The anti '
the workers organisations h
taken into account althou;h it
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at Brynamman, South Wales,

was closed down and the 193 muners
who worked there were dismissed.

The decision to carry out this

action was taken by the National
Coal Board because the pit was ‘un-
economic .
the men had been guilty of ‘deliber-
ate non-co-operation’, as a result of
which output per manshift was down
to 21 cwt. last June as compared to
the usual 184 cwt.

The Board claimed that

Throughout the whole area 1n

which Brynhenllys 1s situated—the
No. 9 (Neath) anthracite area—the

NCB maintains that it lost 30s. for
every ton of coal mined, a total of
£21 million last year.

The anthracite from this area re-
presents a good proportion of that
relatively small amount of coal
which 1s still exported from this
country. It is potenually the great-
est dollar-earning area of the mining
industry 1n Bntain yet 1t 1S not
making money but losing it.

Three months ago the NCB accu-
sed the men of deliberately going
slow, and warned them of the pos-
ibility of closure if there was no im-
provement in output. Union officials
agreed with the NCB that there
should be no more go-slows or stop-
pages and that each man would
work his full shift. But in spite of
this, production continued to slump
and so now, putting all the blame on
the miners, the NCB has sacked
them and closed the pit.

Profit Before Coal

We have discussed in these col-
umns, over the last four weeks, the
dependence of this country upon its
coal supplies, and it would seem
surprising, in view of the general
shortage of coal that any production
should be curtailed. The fact 1s,

: fhscelore " shows a bigger

poly to.produce coall,

profit, then production will be cur-
tailed in the interests of the balance
sheet.

The men in Brynhenllys have by
no means accepted full responsi-
bility for the lack of output. They
claim that there have been chronic

Here, | Say, Play \tlle

VERY sinister move with very ser-

ious implications has just been re-
ported in the Sunday Express. Lord de
L’Isle and Dudley, the present Air Min-
ister is learning how to fly!

Lord de I'Isle and Dudley has been
Air Minister in both the present and the
last Conservative Government, but it will
be a very serious departure from demo-
cratic practice if Cabinet Ministers are
now to be expected to start learning
something about their job!

The Air Minister is forty-six years old
and managed to get his job without
knowing one end of an airplane from the
other. In fact, as an officer of the
Grenadier Guards, we can be fairly sure
that he was a bit contemptuous of these
new-fangled machines that had inter-
fered with the gentlemanly conduct of
war

But the noble lord wears the right
school tie, belongs to the right clubs,
doesn't drop his aitches and all in all
was a thoroughly eligible Cabinet Min-
ister for a Government which learned
how to play the game on the playing
fields of Eton.

The idea that he should dashed’ well
learn something about flying, though, is
really a bit much. After all, it might
lead to people expecting all Ministers to
know something practical connected with
their office. Instead of being quite
happy to have a Minister of Health who
failed his exams as a medical student,
they might demand someone in the job

with practical knowledge of the Health
Service.

They might expect the Postmaster-
General to do a spell as a common post-

man instead of issuing restrictive direc-
tives to the BBC. Or the Minister of
Housing learn how to lay a damp-course.

And what they might expect of the Privy
Councillor doesn't bear thinking of.

No, it's a dashed bad precedent Lord
Duds 1s setting. After all, Cabinet jobs
are for gentlemen, not practical chaps.

Give this

LAST Friday Brynhenllys Colliery,

Mine ¢to

difficulties with the management,
that machinery has been at fault,
and .that methods of production un-
suited to the conditions under-
ground have been introduced, lead-
ing to disagreements, arguments and
dissatisfaction, with consequent loss
of working time.

For the men concerned, the
closure of the colliery is naturally a
very serious business. There 1s sim-
ply no other work for them in the
area. Unlike other coalfields, here
most pits are overmanned and the
alternatives facing the 193 are to
move right away to different coal-
fields altogether, or to go on the
dole. For some of the younger
men. loss of employment in the
mines will mean call-up i1n the army.
And the situation may well be ag-
gravated soon, for there are four
other pits in the same area suffenng
from the same unprofitable output,
and the NCB is threatening to close
these down as well.

Union Caved In

Fourteen days’ notice was given
that Brynhenllys was to close down,
and in that time attempts were made
to get the National Union of Mine-
workers to organise a regional strike
in protest. But the NUM 1s so far
gone in its alliance with the Coal
Board that it caved in without a
struggle, to watch 193 of its mem-
bers thrown on the dole and to give
the NCB the green light that 1t 1s
safe to go ahead and attack the

Let ’Em All Go!

CATHOLICISM being a universal
creed, it follows that the Pope's
domain extends right through the limit-
less universe. And to make sure that
the Holy Father’s claim shall be staked
at the earliest possible moment, seats
are being booked on the first rocket to
the Moon.

The Sunday Express reports:

“The space travel craze has reached
the Vatican. High officials are brush-
ing up their planetary lore.

‘For the Roman Catholic Church 1s
seriously considering the possibility that
man will rocket to other worlds. And
it wants to be in it from the start.

‘The official Vatican newspaper
Osservatore Romano writes: “Priests
will join expeditions into space, as with
preceding discovery expeditions on
earth; a new era is opening for our
missionaries.”

‘Another journal admits that man
may one day reach the Moon or Mars.
So the Church is ready to send mis-
sionaries along, if not to convert the
Martians at least to help space travel-
lers.”

And as far as we are concerned—the
farther they go, the better we shall like
it here on Earth.

iIs Prison a

IF the punishment meted out by our

: legal system is the deterrent that it
15 supposed to be, then surely the most
law-abiding citizens should be those who
know what it is like’

This is constantly being proved wrong
by the number of prisoners who return
for second, third and anything up to
twenty further sojourns behind bars,
showing that their first experience did
not deter them from whatever activity
landed them there.

Criminals, however, may be special
cases. How about the ‘respectable’
people who know what prison is like?
The number of such people is very
small, most respectable members of
society taking good care to have nothing
to do with the beastly places, and so
among the law-abiding citizens - with
‘inside” knowledge, prison officers repre-
sent a fairly high proportion.

Did we say ‘law-abiding’? Well, we-re
not so sure about that. These strange
authoritarian types who give themselves
life sentences do so for a variety of
reasons, and respect for the law is pro-
bably very low down on the list.t A
safe job with a pension is probably the

SEATTLE READERS PLEASE NOTE

Comrades interested in the forma-
tion of an anarchist group in Seattle
write Box 949, 920 Third Avenue,
Seattle 4, Washington.

the

other
hkes.

At an arca delegate meeting the
day before closure, the union dele-
cates contented themselves with
merely passing a resolution de-
manding guarantees of employ-
ment for the sacked men. This was
an empty gesture, since all the
delegates present must have Known
the labour position in the area.

Having failed then, to make any
attempt to defend the men at
Brynhenllys, what is the union’s
answer to their plight? It seems
to be nothing but a shrug of the
shoulders, and to leave them to
get on as well as they can.

four collieries any time 1t

Miners - Now!

Practice Workers' Control!

There i1s however an answer
the revolutionary one. It is for the
193 miners to occupy the colliery
and begin production themselves.
Let them set up their own works
council and organise the coal-get-
ting according to their own practi-
cal knowledge of the pit. Then we
could see whether or no the work-
ers, freed from a bureaucratic con-
trol from above and from the need
to pay compensation to ex-owners,
could run the pit on an economic
basis.

Our guess is that, left to them-
selves, they could do it. Clearly,

Italian Quarry Workers’ Strike

DESPITE their division between four

union organisations, the marble
quarry workers of Massa and Carrara
(Italy) recently united in a strike to ob-
tain wage increases and shorter working
hours.

The strike was declared jointly by the
four unions on July 20th, and statistics
were publicly displayed demonstrating
that the demands could be met by the
employing company without a detrimen-
tal effect on local trade. The workers
demanded a reduction of the hours from
six and a half to six, an increase In pay
of 200 lire (1s. 10d.) per day, and a
quarter day's pay when rain prevented
work. In addition, the anarcho-syndi-
calist organisation (U.S.1.) demanded that
the day lost during the strike should be
fully paid for.

During the twelve days of the strike
the anarchist movement was intensely
active. The Anarchist Federation and the
Group “Gino Lucetti” declared their
complete solidarity with the workers.
The former distributed manifestos urging
them to fight until complete victory had
been gained, and the latter devoting 1its
“wall newspaper”, displayed at Carrara
and Avenza, to their support. Of this,
the second number called on the workers
to go beyond their immediate demands
and to occupy the quarries and organise
the production of marble on a basis of
workers’ control. Three days after being
displayed it was confiscated by the police,
on the grounds of advocating “illegal™
action. In reply, the Group published a
third issue of protest, pointing out that
they had been singled out for attack for
having advocated a truly radical solution
of the problem, and that, as always, law
and force were being used to defend
vested interests.

Another incident occurred when police
arrested two young workers who were
on their way to try to persuade blacklegs
to stop work. The strike committee an-
nounced that it would not open negotia-
tions until they were released, and their
release followed quickly.

After twelve days the strike ended with
the granting of a 10% increase in basic
pay, plus 30 lire per day. Although not
granting “in principle” the idea of paying
the workers during the strike, the em-

Deterrent?

least harmful incentive—and the attrac-
tion of opportunity to bully others one
of the most harmful—and probably most
common. The majority of prison officers
are recruited from Service life and tend
to be of low general intelligence. Those
yvith any sense of vocation about their
job por social sympathy towards the

prisoners in their charge are very rare
indeed.

The point 15, however, that the moral-
ity of the criminal can be as influential
on the prison officer, mixing with crimin-
als all day, as upon the other prisoners,
and the temptation to make easy money
is as difficult to resist for the ‘respectable’
inmates of jail as for the others. And
their special knowledge of what impri-
sonment means in terms of human

misery is no deterrent against breaking
the law.

This 1s borne out in the frequent cases
of prison officers found guilty of tobacco-
smuggling and like offences. This is a
profitable, easy and usually safe activity
which pays well. An ounce of tobacco
(a valuable currency in prison), can al-
ways be obtained at three times its
advertised price, and the proportion of

yvardcrs who do not run any such rackets
15 extremely small.

The latest example comes from Cardiff
prison, where a warder was found guilty
of smuggling tobacco to a prisoner who
was said to have set himself up as a
‘tobacco baron’ and bookmaker(!).

The warder's sentence? Three months

in Cardiff prison. That should teach
bim!
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ployers granted part of the money by
back-dating the increase two months.
Negotiations are proceeding about the
question of working hours.

The successes obtained by the strikers
are a testimony to the fact that this

|

:

was one of he few recent strikes in Italy

in which workers have fought for their
purely economic interests, untainted by
political manoeuvring, that they united
on a specific issue despite organisational
splits, and to the militancy and influence
of the anarchist and anarcho-syndicalist
movements in the area.

(Information from

Umanita Nova, Aug. 7 & 14,
Solidaridad Obrera, Aug. 25).

More VYolunteer

Street Sweepers

AST week we reported how the

people of Whalley, Lancashire, vol-
unteered for a street-sweeping rota
rather than see their village left un-
sightly by coach-trippers.

It seems that in this they are not
unique, for in Croydon, where there is
a shortage of street sweepers, the citi-
zens have also volunteered to do the
work freely themselves at the weekends.

Unfortunately, however, complica-
tions arise at Croydon, for the official
council sweepers object to citizens clear-
ing up their own dirt, saying, through
their union, ‘We would be expected to
put the same crazy enthusiasm into the
work as the volunteers did.’

The implication behind this is clear:
that wage-earners are not so enthusiastic
about their work as those who undertake
to do it freely in the common interest.
Which 1s what anarchists have been say-
ing for years and indicates that people
would do the work better in a free
society than under a wage system.
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- LONDON ANARCHIST

GROUP
LECTURE-DISCUSSIONS

FREEDOM

whatever grievances had hampered
production before could be ironed
out—there would be no conflicting

interests between management and
labour
content which produced the non-
co-operation the NCB complained
of, would disappear. The men
would have a common interest in
getting up the coal, the proceeds
from the sale of which they could
share among themselves.

The Coal Board is, presumably,
liable to pay compensation for
Brynhenllys even if it is closed, and
must be prepared to do so out of
the proceeds from more profitable
pits elsewhere. Let the Board con-
tinue to do so and leave the miners
free to get the coal and market it
unhampered by this muillstone.
The Board will be no worse off, the
miners will be earning a living and
what coal there is in the mine will

- be got out.

If the men on the job need sub-
sidising—let the union play 1its
part, and help them out of its over-
flowing coffers. This 1s what
working-class organisations should
be for—and would be the first-
thought-of solution if the miners
were organised on anarcho-syndi-

calist lines.

We are confident that these
miners will make a living and find
responsibility and security at the
same time as getting the coal out
for the community if we—Give

This Mine To The Miners—Now!

P.S.

—

MEETINGS AND

Every Sunday at 7.30 at
THE MALATESTA CLUB
155 High Holborn, W.C.1.

(Nearly opposite Holborn Town Hall)
SEPT. 4—Monty Schiman
HOW 1 SEE ANARCHISM. -

SEPT. 11—Dick Stubbs
THE PRESENT TIME
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THE ROLE OF ANARCHISM

SEPT. 25—Schleim Fanaroff
Subject to be announced
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at 7.45 p.m. :

ALL WELCOME
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