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French Colonialism on Trial

HA'T has emerged from the fac-
tual reports on the Moslem

uprising against French rule in North
Africa 1s the bitter arrogance of the
colons and the easy-going corruption
of the dynastic tribal leaders;
cynical ruthlessness of the right wing
elements 1n the French Government

the

in the handling of North African

affairs goes without saying.

Enough has been written in the
last two weeks about the massacre
of Europeans without us adding to
the gory details of rape and torture.
In passing it over we do not thereby
give our support to the methods
used, nor to the aims of some Mor-
occans 1n their superstitious longings
for the decadent old leader, Ben
Youssef, deposed by the French, but
as we stated two weeks ago In
FREEDOM, when discussing Portu-
guese rule in Goa, we are opposed
to the methods of colonial rule
everywhere, particularly where the
indiginous peoples want independ-
ence, even when this merely means
replacing one form of rule for
another.

The essential difference .between
Goa and Morocco 1s in numbers and
not 1n essence, and although we feel
greater sympathy with the non-vio-
lent movement of the satyagrahis,
we can understand the frustrated
aspirations of the depressed Moroc-
cans made to feel inferior by the

anch colomals and rescntful that
| naj _of Moroccans have

g like the privileges enjoyed
by the colons.

North Africa is a paradise for
French businessmen, who draw on
Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco for
labour and raw matenals. France
has invested billions in these coun-
tries and as a French imperialist has
been quoted as saying: “with-
out North Africa France would have
no history in the 21st century. We
should be forty million Frenchmen

Two Shilling Crime

WITH a distinct feeling of nausea we

have to report a criminal action
which took place in the Clerkenwell
police-court last week. The fecling de-
rives not from the offence committed by
the so-called criminal, but from the basic
absurdity of regarding his actions as
worthy of “reprisals” by society, and the
ignoble methods employed by the police
in catching their man.

Policewoman Moira McCaskill—the
pride of the force no doubt—happened
to be in the Pentonville Road one day,
dressed in plain clothes, when George
Fraser came up and spoke to her. Ap-
parently the two of them enjoyed each
other’s company for P.C. Moira returned
three days running. On the third day
George got the surprise of his life: “I
am a police officer, and I am arresting
you for street betting,” she said.

It seems that during the course of one
of their chats, a man came up to Fraser
and said: “Half a minute George, can
vou do a couple of bob on Jobber?”

Then it was that George made his fatal

mistake. “O.K.” he said, and accepted
two silver coins,

George Fraser was awarded three
months in jail for this offence against the
community. If he had started-up a
bookmaking business with offices in the
Pentonville Road, taken fifty bets on
“Jobber” to the tune of £500, and money
had changed hands by cheque at the end
of the week, George Fraser would not
have broken the law and would now be
a free man.

We find the whole affair rather diffi-
cult to understand, and can only assume
that in order not to be penalised one
must do the job on a large scale. Some-
thing like killing a lot of men during a
war—it's not murder.

The smgle requirement for avoiding

trouble in both cases—Ilicence from the
State.

tacing twice that number of Ger-
mans. Another Portugal”.

In order therefore, to serve Imper-
1alist ends nearly every French Gov-
ernment has ignored the needs and
demands of the people under its
domination. In Morocco, the most
restless part of North Africa, there
are 300,000 French colons living off
the rich soil abounding with vine-
yards and olive groves. In addition
large supplies of manganese are
mined by the French and one sixth
of all the world’s phosphates fill the
pockets of French businessmen and
benefits the Moroccans hardly at all.

The French claim that owing to
their presence infant mortality rates
have "dropped from 32 to 19 per
1,000 since 1930. But while all
French children in Morocco go to
school, only one Arab child in ten
has a chance to learn to read and
write. And in 1951 twice as much
was spent by the Government on the
education of each French child in

school as on that of each Moroccan
child.

Colonial Success

The success of French colonialism
has .been to some extent due to the
Arab-Berber hostility. The Berbers
are a nomadic hill people with dif-
fering traditions from the Arabs,.
who are town dwellers and have
adopted many of the habits of the
French. El Glaoui, Pasha of Mar-
rgkesh leader of the Berber tribes-

'ho make up a large portion
of the Moroccan population of
8,000,000, outnumbering Europeans
26 to 1), has been a willing tool of
French colonialism. It was there-
fore surprising that thousands of
these tribesmen were primarily re-
sponsible for the attack on the town
of Oued Zem, although they joined
forces with Arab miners in Khou-
ribga participating in what has been
described as the bloodiest “massacre
of Europeans in modern colonial
history™.

Needless to say the indiscriminate
reprisals by the French is not repor-
ted with the same horror although

the death roll of Moroccans far ex-
ceeds that of the French. Although
many taking part in the uprising
have surrendered to the French
show of strength, thousands have
fled into the mountains. Down on
ths plain however, the Observer cor-
respondent reports that:

‘General Franchi's threat to fine those
of the Smala who stayed behind if they
did not induce the fugitives to return
within eight days 1s being carried into
effect. The fine varies according to the
number of livestock owned.

‘A collective fine has also been im-
posed on the whole Moroccan quarter of
Oued-Zem. This i1s said to be 10 million
francs and apparently works out at about
£1 sterling a head of the whole popula-
tion,’

This 1s reminiscent of General
Templar’s collective punishment
policy in Malaya. The innocent suf-
fer equally with the “guilty”.

Colonial Repression

As usual, behind all the terror i1s
a history of colonial repression. Any
attempt by individual politicians to
institute reforms has been resisted

Prerequisites for Responsibility

ADDRESSING a meeting of Rat-
ionalists 1n Bristol last week,

Dr. J. Bronowski is reported as say-
that during the past 30 or 40

;I'lé%rs science had become a part of

every person’s life, but that educa-
tton had not equipped people for
making necessary decisions. Even
political discussions, he thought

nowadays demanded  technical
knowledge. The role of the scientist
was not to decide whether the atom
bomb should be manufactured or
suppressed. To expect him to do
so was simply to shift responsibility
—and he added: *I believe that
scientists who have accepted this
responsibility have betrayed them-
selves and the community. This is
the way to the slave State”. It was
the duty of laymen to fit themselves

American Internal Politics

N the social conflicts of the Eisenhower

€ra, a new struggle is beginning to
emerge. The competition among differ-
ent groups of businessmen and indus-
trialists is growing keener. But it is not
the competition of ‘“free enterprise”—a
fight for customers in an open market.
Instead, it 1s a systematic effort to use
government for one group of capitalists
as against another.

On the most vulgar level, it is the case
of a Harold Talbott using his position
as Secretary of the Air Force to entrench
his own firm in the field of clerical man-
agement engineering,. On a somewhat
higher plane, big business executives in
the cabinet develop military procurement
polncnes that favour the large corpora-
tions in the award of government con-
tracts. A recent report of the Senate
Small Business Committee, for example,
pomts out that the number of contracts
going to small firms continues to drop—
in the past year, it was five per cent. less
than in fiscal {954,

On a large scale, however, the jungle
warfare nvolves grabs by major seg-
ments of industry. A big battle for
which the rival forces are being drawn up
is the forthcoming clash between the rail-
roads and the trucking industries. Ac-
cording to the recent convention of the
American Trucking Association. the
railroads have the “inside track” in the
Administration, and proposed legislation
will give over-the-road carriers a bumpy
future. At the same time, because of
well-placed friends, the railroads feel
they can get more sympathetic treatment
from the regulatory bodies in federal and
State governments. The riding public

therefore 1s due to be damned again,
since the railroads make most of therr
money on freightt Commuters in New
Jersey, for example, found that pigs will
enjoy more convenient rail facilities than
passengers.

All of this is bound to complicate the
life of the Administration. It is com-
paratively easy for a government to be
pro-labour—though even then, we can
remember when charges of government
favouritism were hurled as between AFL
and CIO. But the competition between
business groups is much more difficult to
handle. When one business group gets
a tariff break, another’s competitive
standing in injured; thus, the American
watch industry was not united in sup-
porting the higher rates on Swiss watches.
The bonanza being given to the natural
gas producers in the form of exemption
from regulation is bound to hurt the
producers of other fuels.

This kind of internal conflict will
mount during a second term of the
Eisenhower Administration, which now
seems probable. It will undoubtedly
bring back many business ele-
ments to the Democratic Party who
will have no other way to defend their
economic interests. One by-product,
then, will be to add further pressure to
the right wing trend of the Democrats.

But it will not be easy for Eisenhower
himself. In taking office, he found him-
self in the rdle of lion-tamer, responsible
for keeping all the Republican fat-cats
on their perches. It gets tough when
they turn out to be jackals.

(Socialist Call, N. York).

eedom

WEENETY
by the “North African Lobby".
Counter-terrorists—gangs of Euro-

peans—with the connivance of the
police have murdered Moroccans
and Europeans alike if the latter
have been known to be even mildly
in favour of some kind of reforms.
Among one of the Europeans killed
by this gang was the editor of the
only liberal newspaper in Morocco,
and the only party with some popu-
larity, the Nationalist Istiglal Party
has been banned by the French.

The Socialist Leader (27/8/55),
quoting from the Movement for
Colonial Freedom’'s publication on
Morocco Morocco—The Inside
Story, writes that on July 13th, M.
Grandval, the then Resident Gene-
ral, showed his determination to
clean up the administration by re-
moving nine senior civil servants
from various departments. The re-
action of the colons as represented
by the counter-terrorists was typical
of the kind of behaviour which, al-
though not actually instigated by the
police, appears to have been encour-
aged by them. We quote:

‘M. Grandval announced that [4th
July would be marked by the closing of
the last “internment centre™ (i.e. concen-

tration camp) for political prisoners and
administrative limitations (house arrest,

for a place in democratic society by
being equipped with enough com-
mon sense to be able to exercise
Judgment on scientific events. As

to the sa
to Dr. Bronowski, was to educate
the public. He must say what signi-
ficance they had; and above all edu-
cate the lay public to appreciate the
meaning of these things for itself.

*

ALSO at Brnistol last week, Mr.

Wolfenden, Vice-Chancellor of
Reading University, was addressing
the education section of the British
Association on “The Educated Man
in 1955”.

“I believe unrepentently,” he said,
“that to be called an educated man a
person must be able to move with some
facility in at least two spheres. He must
be able to appreciate, in something like
perspective, the achievements of the
human race in government, literature, art,
and social living. And secondly he must
be able to move with some facility in the
realm of abstract i1deas.” These char-
acteristics the secondary modern “type”
did not possess.

The speaker admitted that there

wadas

“a real possibility™ of bringing into the
education of everybody that acquaint-
ance with human affairs that seemed to
him to be an indispensable qualification,
although it would be at a different level
and have a different bias from those
which were part of the humanist tradi-
tion. It would be concerned “not with
Governments or policies but with the
shopping basket and the fish queue.”

“There could well be a growing un-
aristocratic culture,” he said, “based quite
explicitly on the great majority of a
population, working out in its own ap-
propriate way something analogous to
the aristocratic humanist interests of
the past and present. I do not believe
that we have achieved this vet, and I
think it will be very difficult to achieve
ever. But it would seem to be one of
the most exciting possibilities of the next
fifty years.”

- But he found it harder to believe
that the second criterion, that is the
capacity for abstract thought, could
ever be satisfied by the majority of
any population. Yet there was an
alternative:

It could happen, quite soon, with the
“incredible advances™ which technology
was making, that the emphasis in human

thinking might move away from con-
ceptual thought to something else. Quite

entist, his duty, according

As long as society is founded
upon injustice the function
of laws will be to defend and
maintain that injustice

ANATOLE FRANCE

Threepence

prohibition of travel, etc.). Sentences on
77 nationalists and trade unionists would
be reduced or cancelled. He promised
further relief from oppression for the
Moslem Festival at the end of the month.

‘On 14th July a time-bomb was left
outside a café where French people were

celebrating their national day and an
open-air dance was about to begin. M
exploded, killing six people and wound-
ing 35. The results of this outrage and
the subsequent investigation have raised
serious doubts as to responsibility for it.

‘In a leading article, Figaro (far from

being left-wing or pro-Moroccan) ex-
pressed the suspicion that it had not been
the work of Moroccan nationalists,

‘The New Statessnan and Nation cor-
respondent clearly accepts the view that
it was an act of provocation by one o
the settler terrorist groups, and on 20th

July Maroc-Presse (a
paper published In
that the official investigation concluded
that 1t was of a f,p- and strength never
before seen 1n Morocco.’

These uprisings may be the be-
ginnings of the end of French colo-
nialism, and although we cannot
support the methods adopted by the
Moroccans, terror cannot be coun-
tered by more terror. The French
colons with their arrogant disregard
for fellow humans, classified as in-
feriors, have no-one but themselves

French-languaze
Morocco) reported

to blame for the bloodshed and the
brutality. M.

what this would be he could not foresee.
but there might somehow develop a
a “form of sheer thinking” which went
beyond the mathematical as the mathe-

matical- had - aiready gone beyond the
verbal. “I still find it difficult to be-

lteve.”

the population.”

*

A WRITER in the News Chronicle
(24/8/55) reviewing a book

with the defiant title “Outrag 7%, de-
clares that “Subtopia” (a word
comed by the Architectural Review
from suburb plus Utopia)

spells the idealisation of the in-
between, the worship of the half-and-half.
It means universal acceptance of mid-

diing values and tolerance of the
mediocre.

" Coaticoed ca p. 3

*Outrage, by Ian Nairn (The Architec-
tural Press, 12/6d.).

The Anarchist
Resistance in Spain

AS was communicated to the read-

ers of FREEDOM at the time,
the underground anarchist printing
press 1n Barcelona was dxscovered
by the fascist police early in May
this year. In connection with the
seizure, six comrades have been
held in prison and several ill treated
and tortured.

Despite this, the anarchists in
Spain are continuing with new re-
sources, and after a break of only
three months the clandestine edition
of Solidaridad Obrera appeared in
the streets of Barcelona, carrying the
date of the first fortnight of August.

Since 1939, the Spanish anarchists
have been continually subjected o 3

seizures of their presses, with con-
sequent arrests of comrades, but
each time the work of propaganda

has been carried on by others. The

courage shown by the Spaniards i
difficult to imagine by those
live in democratic countries,

calls for complete admiration .

support. One way of tlm
to try to bring before m

ers the situation in Spain, ar
struggle of the mvoluuonai'y
ment, and to shake themqnm
indifference into a position of sc

arity with the people.

he added, “that this would ever
be within the grasp of the majority of




"‘"_V fri:‘"d Isaial Berlin has SHR RO
ted to me that the key to understand
israe! 1s to realise that its ideals came
out of the liberal and socialist revolu-
lionar.\' movements of Russia ar the
beginning of this century. For this
reason—he savs—ithere is something
misteading about comparing the social-
ism of Mapai with the British Labour
Party, or Mapam with the Communist
parties of ro~day . ..

“T he iwdea of the Kibbutz was a kind
of communist anarchism. The com-
munintes were in the beginnming lirerally
and rigidly communistic in practising
d (‘(‘")P]('.'(‘ c‘t]!ld.’l!\‘. I‘hr_v were far
more communist than Karl Marx: in
Jact they were as communist as the
monasteries of primitive Christianity,
or as the theories O_f Tolstoi.”

~~STEPHEN SPENDER:
“Learning Laughter™.

HO\\ far back should one look for

the origins of .u ideas realised in
the collective settlements in  lIsrael?
Arthur Koestler .\lm*'::am-c< their antece-
dents as “Rousscau, Marx, Tolstoi and
the Bible”. The bhiblical succession 1s
gasy to see and can be found Iin two
aspects, the collective and the agranan.
The thunderings of the Hebrew prophets
; can be read as a cry for social justice.
| In the sect of the Essenes, described by
Josephus, “every man’s possessions are
intermingled with everybody else’s poss-
essions, and there is, as it were, one
patrimony for all the brotherhood.”
. The agricultural traditions of the Jews
¥ are recalled in their ancient religious
festivals which retain a symbolic connec-

N ton with the land:

“At the Passover they celebrated the
barlev harvest; at Pentecost the wheat
harvest; at Tabernacles, when for a week

- IN the interest of technological advance,

o 5 it 1S inevitable for man himself
o t0 become subject to the application of
~ the same methods he applies to the con-
3 quest of nature. He, too, 1s scientifically
& tested for his capacity, made use of most

" efficiently and discarded as soon as he
" ceases to fulfil the required purpose. The
| drive toward predictability of perform-
ance when applied 10 man, tends to re-
duce him to the level of the machine.

- Free will becomes an unstable element
P Mm&mledout. ln the aviation
: . e tes obpusue

(
.q.,.. -,

e Wt e o po . which Fu
,.s”"‘ mwﬂlnd spiritual resistance.
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Jewish Strate

- e Aoy

A NOTEBOOK ON ANARCHISM, ZIONISM AND THE KIBBUTZ-2

Philosophical Origins of the Jewish Collectives

they left their confined rooms of the
ghetto and lived in rustic booths, they
recalled the wanderings in the wilderness
and also the wvintage festival. At the
seasons when the anid land of Palestine
needed the blessing of rain and dew, they
praved daily for rain and dew. They
preserved too in their religious calendar,
the New Year of Trees, which 1s cele-
brated after the fArst winter rains by
children planung trees. Disrach says,
(in his novel Tancred), ‘A pedple who
have continued to celebrate their vintage,
though they have no fruits to gather,
will surely regain their vinevards'.''!

Martin Buber in his book Israel and
Palestine, traces through Hebrew religi-
ous thought this theme, “relating to a
small and despised part of the human
race and a small and desolate part of
and he goes on to discuss In
his final section the i1deas of Moses Hess
(better known as an carly disciple of
Marx and traducer of Bakunin). He
compares Hess's Rome and Jerusalem
(1862), and his fusion of the rehigious and
the socialistic, with “the two books from
which the modern Zionist movement pro-
ceeded”, Leo Pinsker's Awro-Emancipa-
rion (1882), and Theodore Herzl's The
(1896):

“Seen from the point of view of the
history of ideas, they both belong to an
earhier stage than Hess's book, insofar as
it 1s permissible to regard the crisis of
liberalism 1in which they have their roots
as ‘carlier’ than the nse of modern

socialism from which the former book
emerged . . .

Hess without being aloof

ACHINES?

Shaken, beaten, Kkneaded, scalded,
frozen, suffocated, crushed: this happens
daily to dozens of voung Americans. In
the Santa Susane Mountains of Califor-
nia they let themselves be tied to a small
sledge and shot vertically into the air by
rocket propulsion: in the Mojave Desert
they are whirled by a powered sleigh at
meteoric speed on a horizontal rail; in
Ann Arbor, Mich., they are driven by
means of special sound recording instru-
ments into complete confusion of speech
and sense; in Princeton, N.J., they lose
their ethbnum through contact with
sit in ovens or

hurled in cages that fall freely through
the depths of the Carlsbad Caverns; and
mn San Antonio thev are hermetically
sealed in pressure chambers and the air
gradually exhausted to simulate alti-
tudes of 60,000 feet, in which the blood
begins to boil. :

These tests have already revealed that
man in his present form is not suitable
to the most advanced machines—that he
1s rapidly becoming a drag on progress,
a faulty construction.

This testing also proceeds apace under
the guise of personnel management.
Carried on by highly trained specialists
called Human Relations Experts by man-
agement or Soul Bunglers by workers,
they utilize standard psychological tests,
lie detectors, information gamed from
local credit offices, childhood teachers,
private defective firms, or microphones
concealed in washrooms. The slogan is:
“The best persons for the job”, carried
to its scientific conclusion, this demands
the inclusion of the complete personality
of the employee in the evaluation—i.e.
his political and moral outlook is con-
sidered as much a part of his qualifica-
tions as his technical ability. Do they
have sex problems? Are they aggres-
sive? Do they remember names? What
1s their political orientation? In America,
the growth of huge enterprises, the
mobility of the population, the impossi-
bility of knowing the back-grounds of the

applicants, has made these testing proce-
dures practically inevitable, until to-day
they are used by all leading corporations
and more and more by medium sized en-

terprises as well.

As man becomes machine-like,
machine seems to be evolving towards
man. In performance it reveals unex-
pected sensibilities and moods. The
electronic brains are slow at starting in
the morning. They exhibit electronic
nervousness when confronted with too
difficult problems. The machines are
developing their own complex language:
rockets record their performance data
on sensitized paper, sound strips, films,
emulsions and graphic scales which
necessitate re-translating from the lan-
guage of instruments back to the lan-
guage of humans. In the atomic fur-
naces, robots handling radio-active
malerials now copy and combine all
seven fundamental movements of the
human hand.

~—ARTHUR RAY reviewing
“To-morrow is Already Here",

in Dissent, Winter 1955,

-mzﬁ'mamu‘

the

from the Jewish and gencral situation in
which he writes—is stirred by ancient
and Messianic time, they by the troubles
and contradictions of the present hour,
He speaks of Israel’s destiny, they speak
of 118 relation with other peoples. In
other words: his mind is concentrated on
action (the realisattion of an equitable
community life), theirs on reaction
(emancipation from anti-Semitism).”’2

*
Tolstoit & A. D. Gordon

Buber then considers the i1deas of
Aaron David Gordon, a man who, more
than the Zionists, “realises the idea of
Zion"'. Gordon who lived and 1s buried
at Dagania where there 1s an agricultural
hibrary 1in his memory, is affecuonately
described 1n Joseph Baratz's memoirs.
He, hke Baratz, was dismaved to find
when he arrived in Palestine, that the
earlier settlers in the Rothschild colonies,
were living Like capitalists on monocul-
ture with the Arabs doing the work.
“It was a great shock to us. 1 said to
myself: ‘This i1sn't what I have come
for.” For at the beginning of this cen-
tury the 1deal of bhack ro manual labour
began to reinforce and amplify the 1dea
of back to the land:

“It moved again from Russia, where
a large number of the young Jews were
influenced by Tolstor’s and Dostolevsky's
teaching of regeneration through simple
productive work. One of these disciples,
A. D. Gordon, who came at the age of
48 to work the soil of the first collective
community spread the new doctrine:
‘For us no labour is too hard. To create
and replenish 1s our task . . . We must
seek to do all manner of work, from the
hardest and roughest to the cleanest and
most intelhgent’,”3

Buber takes this view of Gordon even
further:

“The spiritual motives that have
brought other settlers to Palestine (I am
disregarding the traditional religious
motives for the present), such as the
demand for national freedom and inde-
pendence, for the establishment of a land
for a wandering people, for the over-
coming of parasitism, for an autonomous
way of life, are naturally not unknown
to Gordon’s heart. But behind all these
social and historical principles and over-
shadowing them all, there stands a basic-
ally human pnncnplc, or rather not a
rrmc.lple at all but a basically human

the tor a life truly in

Lorca’>s Mariana Pineda

LUCERNE, AUGUST.

ARIANA PINEDA by Federico

Garcia Lorca was given its prem-
iere at the Lucerne Music Festival,
Switzerland on Sunday, 21st August, with
Maria Becker in the title roéle. This 1s
Lorca’s first full-length play. He called
it a popular romance, and took as his
plot a historical incident of the vear
1831, an incident in the battle for free-
dom fought by the Spanish people.

The forties of the last century, as of

the present, were a period of grim re-
action in Spain. The spirit of the French
revolution had spread far and wide. But
with 1t fear and reaction and the deter-
mination to defend the existing order by
ruthless repression had grown. And in
Spain, at Jeast, reaction succeeded in
gaining the upper hand, not for the first
time, nor the last. The fight for freedom
remained in Lorca’s time, as in previous
centuries a forlorn and much lamented
cause for which thousands of the best
were willing to sacrifice themselves time
and time again. The author of Mariana
Pineda doubtless had also the twentieth
century tyranny in Spain in mind al-

though he was never interested in poli-

tics as much as in the people he pre-
sents and creates. In fact his first play

is a timeless tribute to the cause of free-
dom.

At Cadiz, in 1809, a new liberal con-
stitution had been drafted by the ‘Cortes’.
It was to have given parliamentary rule
to the people, abolished aristocratic pri-
vileges and nationalized church property.
This ‘Cortes’ reached Madrid in 1814,
and was overthrown by King Ferdinand
VII who restored Feudalism, Sovereignty
of the Church and the Inquisition. A
second and third rising by the people
failed equally. And on December 11th,
1831 fifty liberals, under the leadership
of General José Maria Torrijos were
shot. The events depicted in Mariana
Pineda took place half a year before

this.
*

MARIANA PINEDA is not a political
figure. Though her sympathies are with
the revolutionaries and her house is at
their disposal, the driving force that
prompts her is her love for Sotomayer

one of the leaders of the movement.
She enables him to escape from prison

“Even Tolstol, who of all Slay intel-
lectuals was probably the one to feel
most strongly the relationship between
man and the earth, did not penctrate 1o
this quite simplc and at the same time
exceedingly deep problem of man’s gain-
ing his place in the Cosmos through
active participattion with ats  hfe, It
seems to me as though a few important
Americans, such as Henry Thoreau, the
proclaimer of the duty of civil disobed-
ience, and Walt Whitman, the poet of
democratic comradeship, came nearer to
Gordon But for them nature 1Is
nevertheless still fundamentally the land-
scape, 1t 1s not so really and truly the
Cosmos . . . when I think of Whitman
or Thoreau, | see them wandering, glor-
iously wandering, but I do not see them
hoeing and weeding Like Gordon . . "4

But not all the young tmmigrants wno
hoed and weeded as wage labourers for
the citrus growers of Petach Tikvah
shared Gordon’s views. They held a
meeting 1in 1905 to set up an organisation,
and from this meeting dated the division
of the workers in Palestine into two
camps, Poale Zion (Workers of Zion)
and Hapoel Hatzair (The Young Worker).

“A minority had belonged to the Poale
Zion party in their country of origin,
The majority were simply young people
who had become workers only after
their immigration. The former had
catchwords at their fingertips: the class
struggle, the nevitability of Zionist-
socialist success as a result of the impact
of events, etc. They were adamant as
to the name for the organisation. The
others had no fixed i1deas. They had
only a firm conviction in their hearts,
that the return to Zion must of necessity
be based on a return to labour, to man-
ual labour. To this principle A. D.
Gordon added a return to nature, He
also spoke of the simple life, as against
sophisticated civilisation, and he came
out with other Tolstovan Russian ideas.
All this romanticism did not attract the
members of Poale Zion . . . Gordon ag-
gravated the situation by his obstinate
opposition to the introduction of the
shghtest shadow or hint of the class
struggle or official Socialism in the con-
stitution of the organisation. Those
young people who had become workers
only in Palestine supported him . . .5

*

The Narodniks & Lavrov

This lcads us back to the ferment of

ideas in
to the

international Theatre

in disguise, and as a symbol of her love
for him she embroiders a banner of
freedom.

The governor of the town, Pedrosa,
discovers the banner, he tries to seduce
Mariana promising to keep her secret.
Mariana refuses to vield to his demands
and 1s arrested and imprisoned in a con-
vent. Here she waits, secure In the
knowledge that her lover will come to
set her free. But the conspirators have
meanwhile fled to England and no one
comes except Pedrosa who once more
offers her her freedom in exchange for
the names of the rebels. She stands firm
and refuses to disclose them. Thus her
attitude becomes a political gesture, but
only objectively.

From the moment she realises her
death is inevitable Mariana identifies her
martyrdom with a martyrdom for free-
dom. By obliterating herself and be-
coming a sacrifice to the cause of her
lover she herself becomes the personifica-
tion of Freedom, “I am Liberty itself”.
She was put to death by hanging on the
26th May, 1831.

Mariana Pineda is not only remem-
bered as a figure in Spanish history. She
has been adopted by the people and they
sing of her in their ballads. One of
these is used with great effect by Lorca
as a prologue and epilogue to the play.
In fact the play may be described as a
ballad within a ballad framework. It

was first performed in Madrid in October
1927.

The Spanish text, written in a sort of
rhythmic free verse, is very well trans-
lated into German by Enrique Beck, It
was most gratifying to find how melodi-
ously the words fell into their poetic
rhythm. The settings, by Ferdinand Ber-
tram were beautiful, and achieved with
an economy of means and subtlety of
detail which heightened the atmospherc
The production was sensitive and faithful
to Lorca, very few liberties had been
taken with the text. Only the prologue
and epilogue were heavy-handed and
quite out of keeping with Lorca’s origi-
nal conception of some girls singing the
ballad of Mariana in the market place
to the accompaniment of a guitar. Here
it was spoken, with the curtain down, by
an unseen portentious voice too far off-
stage, and the intended effect of bringing

-century Russia, and \ spreading socialist propaganda a
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ties of which Tolstoi represents only ong
\\in;.

.there was implicit in the doetrines
of the narodniks a deep reverence for the U
people, and a feeling that among the un=
cultured masses was an innate wisdom
which the intelligentsia lacked. This love
for the people led to an approval of the
primitive communal economy of the
Russian peasant, based on the mir, and,
thence the narodniks were impelled to
advocate the voluntary association of
producers. The populism which was the
essentiall mark of the narodnik brings
into the orbit of the movement a wide
variety of groups from the anarchists to
the terrorists, and of thinkers from Baku-
nin to Lavrov.” . .. “Lavrov was not a
complete anarchist . . . he certainly look-
ed to an eventual dlsappcarancc of the
State and to the reorganisation of society
on a communal basis . . . "0

When Kropotkin escaped to this coun-
try in the cighteen-seventies, he found
Lavrov already in London, publishing a
fortnightly journal V'Pered which was
illegally circulated in Russia. Kropotkin
says of him:

“In the soclalist movement he belonged
to the social-democratic wing, but was
too widely learned and too much of a
phllosophcr to join the German social-
democrats in their ideals of a centralised
communistic State, or in their narrow
interpretation of history.”7

Lavrov was assisted on his paper at
this time by Aaron Shmuel Lieberman.
(“Lieberman was to Rocker the father of
of Jewish Socialism and Jewish Anarch-
ism, 1S also claimed as the father of
Socialist Zionism™8), Tis career 1s de-
scribed thus by Ber Borochov:

“In the 70's the Rabbinical school In
Vilna was a centre of enlightened, liberal,
and even revolutionary thought. Several
pupils were aware of the socialist move-
ment among the Russian intelligentsia;
and two, Aaron Lieberman and his
vounger friend Zundelovitch (born in
1854) were active socialist propagandists

. . and devoted themselves to the dis-
semination of socialist propaganda
among the Jewish masses. Zundelovitch
was soon drawn into the Russian political
movement and left for St. Petersburg.
There he established an illegal press, fell
into the clutches of the Czarist police,
and was sentenced to Siberia. Lieber-
man made a timely escape from the
Czarist police by fleeing abroad where
he devoted the rest of his short e to

. B® Continued on

the story right into the heart of the
people was lost. Apart from this the
production was rendered in the right
spirit though it erred on the slow side
and lacked throughout a variety of
rhythm and tempo. The lighting was
perfect with an elaborate use of candles,
which I cannot imagine our own L.C.C.
ever allowing.

Mariana Pineda s a radiant,
bitter-sweet play. A play of frustration
until the end. Mariana’s wish to help
Pedro’s political zeal by embroidering the
banner is frustrated. The lIiberal risings
are frustrated, Pedrosa’s sensuality is
frustrated, Mariana’s desire for lLife even
1s frustrated, until she realizes that the
greatest love is the love that gives with-
out thought of return, in solitude. In
the background are Mariana’s children,
also frustrated, and maybe Mariana frus-
trates their future by leaving them with
the label of a mother who is either a
martyr or a traitor. And, again, Spain’s
future is frustrated. But at the end the
frustration is resolved muystically, and
there is an interesting reversal of values
in the last act where the nuns cling des-
perately to the earth and Mariana turns
to the celestial. ‘

Maria Becker plays the first two acts
of the play faultlcssly with great passion
and sincerity. She is not graceful on
the stage but her conviction carries her
along. But her third act, which should
be one of complete transfiguration, is dis-

appointing in the extreme. Here she is
just as carthy as she was in the first two
acts and one becomes suddenly aware
of her awkwardness in movement and
almost square figure, As a result the
last act was uninspired where it should
have risen to an exaltic height.

The acting of the other characters was
on a very high level. Particular mention
should be made of Tilli Breidenback,
who, in the small part of Clavella the
maid (another of Lorca'’s eternal spin-
sters), was extremely moving. The chil-
dren were faultlessly played, and Han:
Krassnitzer, in the difficult part of Dc u'
Pedro, steered a subtle, even course. %

This was by far the best erlormlan

of any play I have seen in Swntzerlln %
and 1 was delighted to find that the bar-

$
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baric habit of taking curtain calls

1

tween the acts has been abolished lt*' or
lllt - ; t}‘).;, '
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Prerequisites for
Responsibility

And if we are honest with ourselves,
we have all become subtopian in one way

~or another.

We are subtopian in our eating habits,
accepting rotten cooking without coms-
plaint; subtopian in our shopping be-
cause we have lost the spirit to reject the
second-rate; subtopian in our reading
because it is easier that way; and sub-
topian in our citizenship because we
would run a mile rather than Kick up a

fuss.
*

E have strung together these
three items because each can

be at least partly answered by one
Some of our read-
ers may feel that we are obsessed by
this question of leisure; that we view
it as a panacea for all mankind’s
ills. This is not the case. The un-
employed man is in fact the indivi-
dual with the most leisure; yet his
thinking is paralysed by his insecur-
ity and his empty belly (Equally
true is it to say that the majority
of the *idle rich” are obsessed or
bored by their leisure and social
uselessness). But our point 1s that
so long as society 1s divided into two
categories: those whose job it is to
think and those whose job it 1s to
execute, to produce the dream chil-
dren of the professional thinkers,
Dr. Bronowski’s strictures are acade-

- mic, Mr. Wolfenden’s pessimism is

L

b
- %0'*

.\A

justified and Mr. Reilly’s despair in-
evitable.

We do not believe 1n an intellec-
~ tual equality of human beings any
- more than we believe in their
equahty physically or as craftsmen,
as poets or as mothers. But
‘neither Q W bcheve in ehtes. What

- . 'Y & .._-x
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long as, the French: call, la
0! itton ouvnere, persists, the sci-

~entist will in fact be held responsible

N

for his discoveries and their anti-

~ social applications, abstract thought
- will be a monopoly of the Oxford
- don in his privileged surroundings,
~ and the ugliness that surrounds us
~ will be the anarchists’ responsibility.

If criticism 1s to be made it is less

- to the toiler who seeks to escape

from the slavery of the condition

~ owvriere (through such abstractions

~ as permutations .

. on the football

~ pools), than to those who en joy the
- privilege of earning their livings by

- the exercising of their minds. It is
~ all very well to say that the layman
should be “equipped with enough
common sense to be able to exercise
- judgment on scientific events”, but
~ how has the scientist emerged from
- the test? It is all very well for the
- Architectural Review to attack our
bad taste, but what of the responsi-
- bility of the architects who sell them-
’5 Ives by pandering to the money
alues and barbarism of government
departments, local authorities, and

s eculatlve builders?
~ It is also true that the worker
ds the monstrosities that the
rchitect—perversely one might al-
n OSt say—concocts in his drawing
m . that he constructs the wea-
of death that the scientist

| -4» nsxble for forging the chains of
iglir and destruction by which
.:j‘-.;.as enslaved. But does this miti-
: ,:- responsibility of the intel-
ectual, the scientist or the architect?

‘." as criticism of the worker’s
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sponsible
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sight-an argument ag:

- mind to function freely.

g presupposes that he is also
. person so must the
'_'. t combme his search after
) with an awareness of his
as an individual. We
. Bronowski that the

mponnibnlity ;%ould txl:ot
w;x'|»,J1. lu""“ﬂﬂdll't t:lmal er
refuge for

's. g his respon-

der this into English  mercial T.V. but towh,x'ds r. Wolf- |

- anarchists must encourage the work-

SCIENCE NOTES

Democracy, Public Opinion and

Musical Comedy Revolutionaries

SUCCESSFUL government is one

which retains and increases ifs
power, and for this the accurate predic-
tion of public opinion is a necessity.
While all governments rely to some ex-
tent on their ability to mould public
opinion, the democratic form depends
considerably on its ability to obtain an
estimate, by the use of a single vote of
adult members of society under a party
system. The inefficiency of this method
has been frequently dealt with by anar-
chist propagandists and needs no repeti-
tion here. But it is interesting to specu-
late on probable attempts to increase the
efficiency of this form of government.
Haphazard questioning of people in
the street, or the readership of a news-
paper or magazine, on voting intentions
became popular in America early in the
century, and has been used in this coun-
try recently, by some newspapers on the
question of capital punishment. It has
occasionally been shown to be accurate
but has often failed, notoriously in 1936
when it failed to predict the return of
Roosevelt. Gallup by questioning a
much smaller number of people obtained
an accurate prediction because he used
the technique of representative sampling.
In the simpler method, quota sampling,
interviewers are instructed to question a
definite number of people of specified
characteristics such as age, sex, class, etc.
This method can be expected to gnvc
results up to 39% accuracy. The main
errors of the method concern the falli-
bility of the interviewers.

Area sampling, a accurate

morce

method, involves the random selection of

sibility as an individual on to the
shoulders of the community.

It seems to us that the thinking
elite on the whole have failed miser-
ably. ‘They have treated their brains
as @onomic instead of social assets;
they have sacrificed their ideals,
their standards for quick returns,
honours and economic security.

*
Thé»@oreﬁqmg, may appear at first
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in fact it is an argument against
élites and for the most widespread
leisure! For it is clear that we can-
not rely on a minority, whether of
scientists, intellectuals, politicians or
technocrats doing our thinking for
us. But to think for ourselves re-
quires more than a diet of the
daily press. The human brain needs
to be trained to think no less than
the hands in learning a new skill.
It takes time to learn a skill. To
think needs time too but also physi-
cal conditions which permit the
It is not
surprising if a factory worker (or
even a clerical worker for that mat-
ter), who has spent eight hours or
more engaged 1n heavy, noisy or
tedious work, and two hours in an
overcrowded bus or train and who
probably arrives home to face some
domestic problem, is somewhat
fatalistic in his attitude to the social
implications of the splitting of the
atom; unconcerned with the defini-
tion of what is an “educated man”;
and quite indifferent to the “mon-
strous affronts™ to the aesthetic sus-
ceptibilities of the Architectural
Review of an unending line of “con-
crete lamp posts with precast cocks-
combs™!

For our rulers and their minions,
running our lives for us is a full
time job. How then can we do all
the things expected of us by Dr.
Bronowski, Mr. Wolfenden and Mr.
Reilly in the daily five or six hours
in which we are not either sleeping,
working, travelling, washing or cook-
ing. Six hours a day in which to
try to live and love!

* N
achievement by the workers

" of a shorter working week is a

ep in the right direction. But for

to be real, and the leisure thereby
gned a weapon for releasing them

m their condition ouvriere, we

ers to turn it to good account, not
on behalf of the sponsors of com-

| mim mroximmly enden’ s, irisidn of “

from

individuals for interview after division
of the total area into districts, small
arcas, and dwelling units, This method
IS more time-consuming but ensures true
random sampling and is widely used by
government agencies and commercial
enterprises, The assumption that the
questioning of a small section can give
accurate information about the views of
the whole population, providing the sec-
tion is chosen according to certain mathe-
matical and statistical laws, has been
shown to be correct in practice. After
the last war 7 million people had the
right to claim between them 20 million
medals. A social survey suggested that
about '35% only, would claim their
medals. In fact an actual claim was
made by 34% and the government pre-
sumably saved itself a lot of metal.

Even the holding of democratic elec-
tions make the value of violent revolu-
tionary techniques doubtful, and the
adoption of scientific methods of esti-
mating public opinion would confirm the
outmodedness of this approach and make
its advocates more suitably employed
playing in musical comedy. As the
scientific efficiency of government in-
creases the possibility of fnsurrection de-

creases. Even present-day totalitarian
countries have mass support. In fascist
Argentina the majority of wunskilled

workers support Peron, and communist
Russia has built up a vast political and
economic class of bureaucrats which
form the basis of popular support.

The democratic form of government is
based on the belief that all men were
created equal 1n ability, an idea now
held by only a few small minority
groups, mainly religious. We would
therefore predict that the importance of
the single equal vote will decrease and
the personality and intelligence testing
of politicians will be introduced and
possibly eventually extended to voters
to determine suitability for those func-
tions. If this appears unlikely now, re-
member that psychological methods have
already been used to determine job suit-
ability in the case of engine drivers,
higher civil servants, army officers and
many others, and higler civil servants
play an increasingly important part in
‘determining government policy. .
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LETTER TO THE EDITORS

The Tourist Plague?

DDEAR SIR,

I read with a sense of sadness Mr.
Uloth's attack on tourists in his article
“The Tourist Plague™ (FrReepom 3/9/55),

| know that Mr. Uloth 1s a kindly and
humane person and as a tourist | took
much of what he wrote to heart

There has always been a strong puri-
tanical streak in the revolutronary that
awes and antagonises his more fickle fel-
lows which 1s one of the reasons, | think,
that many people accept ideas in princi-
ple but are reluctant to put them into
practice, but that i1s just a shallow
thought in passing.

I would assure Mr. Uloth that to sit
bathed in an alcoholic haze in 2 smokey
overcrowded pub listening to the full
rich baritone voice of a mature woman
singing “Heart of my Heart”, conscious
all the time that vou love everybody,
beats Huxley's experiment with mescaln
by streets,

To watch elderly matrons hammering
out the intricate steps of the “Knees
up” in sympathetic surroundings before
an appreciative audience would place the
dancers of the medieval satanic rites on
a par with the performers in the second
year Folk Dancing course.

To sit at one’s ease in the tourist coach
handing out benevolent smiles through
the window to the passing peasantry and
in return to accept with a gracious nod
of the head their friendly smile and
kindly hand wave plaus one for a few
moments in the réle of the Medici or of
Queen Victoria,

To tread with reverent step across the
floor of Saint Peter’s or of 2 mosque so

Philosophical Origins of the

3

as not to offend the elderly gentleman
with bad feet who 1s guiding us proves

to us that we can Itreat
other people’s beliefs.

To eat candy-floss, oysters, “dogs’

with courtesy

" and

chips in the space of one hour and to
post off the semi-pornographic postcard

with the double entendre
be in the worst possible taste
really so important?

Mr. Uloth bewails the lack of solitude
of his

always
cursed the tripper for despoiling his fav-
strip of sand or unspoiled

end

has

has reached the
but the traveller

when he
journey

Ourite cove,
village.
Again Mr
produced souve
himself up with. True they

arc

cheap and gaudy but then so is the
painted coster’s barrow, the painted barge
and the '«‘«;kmg roundabout.

These souvenirs were never produced
for the Ju“ of a Bond Street gallery,
they are ephemeral things that for a few
weeks or months will form a physical

link with their place of purchase and

then end in the dust bin

It may be fifty or a hundred
before thev find their way into
Victoria and Albert Museum.

What 15 it we seek?
of our society for a few hours.

sonality and rest
that if we slide under the

mnto our niche again.

London, Sept. 4. ARTHUR MOYSE.

Jewish Collectives = cotnscitrom 5.

the Jews. Immediately after his escape
Liecberman organised in Berlin the “Jew-
ish Group of the Internationale’ consist-
ing of Jewish socialist emigrés from
Russia. He then left for London where

. he also organised a Jewish socialist

.so.cicty—-thc first in Jewish history
(1876).9
| *

OROCHOV himself, one of the foun-

ders of Poale-Zion, was according
to Nachman Syrkin, “one of the staunch-
est supporters of the co-operative colo-
nisation movements, although at first he
believed it was a negation of the class
struggle™. His early life in the Jewish
Pale of Settlement in Russta illustrates a
curious feature of Czarist repression.
Those political exiles who were lucky
enough not to be sent to Siberia were

Honour Thy Father
and Thy Mcther

URTHER examples of Security Hys-

teria continue to come from Ameri-
ca. Last week we drew attenuon to the
case of Eugene Landy. a U.S. Marine
Cadet, refused his commission because of
his continued association with his mother,
who had had associations with the Com-

munist Party.
Here is another case as reported in

the London News Chronicle :

A 22-year-old US. airman whose
father is alleged to have been a Com-
munist, to-day resisted an attempt by the
U.S. Air Force to give him a dlshonour-
able discharge.

Stephen Branzovich was given  his
cho:cc Either face an investigation, or
sign a prepared application for dishon-
ourable discharge.

He will go before a special board of
the -U.S. Air Force in New York next
week.

The Air Force and Pentagon refused
(0 comment to-day, but an Air Force
statement of reasons supporting the pro-
posed dishonourable discharge said:

“You have maintained a close con-
tinuing association with your father,
Charles Branzovich, who is reported to
have been in 1943 and for an unspecified
time thereafter a member or close affi-
liate of the Communist Party.”

The reasons also state that the airman
in an air force interview last vear re-
fused to answer questions whether he
had ever attended any meetings with his
father, refused to comment on whether
his father was sympathetic to Commun-
ism or whether his father had tried to
give him Communist ideas.

Branzovich admitted having read the
:so pages of the American Daily
orker but said: “1 have always tried
to the best of my ability to be a good
citizen and I am a loyal citizen.”
We have been given to understand that

America is a Christian country. But it
scems that the Commandment about
and thy mother_

ill' i; wm 4..&‘9
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exiled to the Pale (the authorities pre-
sumably thought it punishment enough
to send them to live among the Jews!)
and the result was that the Jewish youth
were turned into revolutionaries.
Borochov spent his childhood at Pol-
tava, and says Dr. Levenberg, “some of
the outstanding intellectuals of that time
were sent there. 'l’hcy cxcrted a pro-

Itwasthes:mestorywnh

city”.
Baratz:

= . such people could do “harm’
anvwhere; few Russians did more by
their writing to stimulate the indepen-
dent spirit of the Caucasus than the
exiled poet, Lermontov, and in Kishinev,
starting with Pushkin, there had hived a
succession of spirited critics of the Gov-
ernment who mixed with the persecuted
minorities and heartened them by their
sympathies.”10

And 1t was the same with Chaim Weitz-
mann at whose discussions at his
mother’'s house at Pinsk. “there were
Zionists, assimilationists, Socialists, anar-
chists, every variety of revolutionary.”"!!

*

The Meeting of Ideas & Events

ALL these varieties of thought came to-

gether 1n the colonisation of Pales-
tine, and it must have seemed as though
ideas and events were being forced to-
gether. The Kishinev pogrom of 1903,
the unsuccessful revolution of 1905 and
the savage repression which followed it
were the external events, and for the mn-
ternal crisis one can picture as an
example young Joseph Baratz beginmig
to feel that “all this talk about Zionism
wasn't really Zionism"”, reading the
Narodnava Volva and feeling that all
the talk about socialism wasn't really
socialism, and in 1906, overcoming his
parents’ objections and embarking from
Odessa for Jaffa.

Buber says, “Just as I do not believe
in Marx's ‘gestation” of the new form, so
I do not believe either in Bakunin's
virgin-birth frem the womb of Revolu-
tion. But I do believe in the meeting of
idea and fate in the creative hour."12
This creative hour for the halurzim, the
pioneers of the collective settlements,
came when they sought to put their
aspirations into practice.

The practical origins of the social
forms they took will be discussed next
week. C.W.

1. NoRMAN BENTWICH: Judea Lives Apan
Victor Gollancz, 1944).
TIN BuUBER: [srael and Palestine (East
& West Library, 1952).
BENTWICH: op.ait.
BUBRER: op. <L,
SHLOMO : Iuwoducno- to the Hus-
tory of Labour Settlement in Palestine (Tel-
Aviv, 1945).
WOODCOCK & AVAKUMOVIC: The Anarchist

Prince (Boudmm 1931).
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The Curate who Spoke the Truth

CERTAIN amount of consterna-
tion was caused last week
when the curate told the truth. Be-
sides being completely unexpected,
it was considered in rather bad taste.
It happened at a passing-out
parade of recruits of the Royal Lin-
colnshire Regiment at Lincoln. The
young fellows have been trained all
ready to go and defend freedom and
democracy in the jungles of Malaya,
and had already had a pep talk
from their Colonel, who told them
they were jolly lucky to be going
to such an interesting place.

Then it was the padre’s turn, and
he put the cat among the pigeons by
saying :

“Most of vou are going to Malaya,
and it's quite likely that some of you
won't be coming back.”

Now, as everybody knows, 1t's one
thing to organise young men to g0
to their deaths, but quite another
to tell them about it openly. And
many of the good people watching
the parade thought it a crying shame
that the boys should be warned be-
forehand.

One brave British housewife (who
is not herself going to Malaya to
fight) said: “I thought it was shock-
ing. They want something to cheer
them up when they are going to a
place like Malaya. 1 cannot agree
one bit with the remarks I heard.”

Another mother said: "It was
heartbreaking.”

Said a spectator: “My boy goes
into the Army next year. It's given
me something to think about.”

- A retired officer said he saw the
mother of two serving soldiers go
white.

The curate, of course, was only
trying to be helpful to the lads. He
was attempting to show them that
if they lived as Chrstians they

o A R e fie
 Maker where y were—and the

changes of a short, swift journey up
into the arms of Gentle Jesus are a
great deal better in the jungles of
Malaya than in the dull security of
their own homes.

His remarks, however, caused a
bit of a rumpus.

The Rev. R. C. Gaul, Rector qf
Rand (Lincs) said that: Thxs

P et e

Oh! Those Amateur
Street-Sweepers!

New Broom. In Strasbourg, France,
after the street cleaners union demanded
that Deputy Mayor Joseph Zell, 63,
apologize or make good his boast that
he could sweep the marketplace faster
than the regulars, the Mayor grabbed a
twig broom, cleared one-third of the area
in a fraction of the time it normally took
the usual five-man team.

Time, 22/8/55.

The Malatesta Club

155 HicHE HOLBORN,
Lonpon, W.C.1.

LONDON ANARCHIST GROUPFP
Informal Discussions Every Thursday,
at 8.15 p.m.

THURSDAY DISCUSSIONS:

A Trilogy
By BONAR THOMPSON
DICKENS, WILDE & SHAW
September 15th: Shaw

SEPT. 22—Frar.ces Sokolov
“THE PROBLEM OF THE CRAFTS-
MAN IN PRESENT DAY SOCIETY”™

SEPT. 29—Tony Turner

“THE ROLE OF PHE REVOLU-
TIONARY™

OCT. 6—Bonar Thompson
“HAMLET"”
The Truth at last

- OCT. 13—S. Fanaroff

“MYSELF AND THE WORKING
CLASS”

OCT. 20—Bonar Thompson on

“F. SCOTT FITZGERAL AND THE
ROARING TWENTIES”

OCT. 27—Jack Robinson
“6 YEARS IN A QUANDARY™

H

sermon turned a passing-out parade
into a premature funeral.

He added: “The sermon was
more suitable for novices entering a
monastery than for young recruits
bound for the Far East. No wonder
it gave the mothers present an attack
of spiritual indigestion.”

Even the curate’s own vicar (who
had been away on the day of the
parade) thought the choice of sub-
ject had been a wee bit tactless, but
he nevertheless backed up his
curate’s remarks.

The military, naturally, were very
upset, and thought the whole thing
a jolly bad show. ‘lll-umed™ was
the restrained opinion of a senior

N.C.O.

If it were not so tragic it would
be amusing to see the consternation
that can be caused by a little homely
truth. But all the implications be-
hind the shock it caused are really
disturbing.

The padre’s usual job at these
parades is simply to mumble a few
harmless and empty platitudes, bless
the bovs (and their mission) and
send them to their deaths knowing
nothing about it, but reassured that
everything must be right and proper.
Their C.O.’s pep-talk is in the same
vein, but boosts them up with all
the phooey about the glorious tradi-
tions of their regiment.

It’s all done by trickery and de-
ceit. and when—even if by acci-

dent—the truth slips out that some
of them won’t be coming back, the
mums get upset, as though the
thought had struck them for the first
time.

Why then, are they so thoughtless
about the fate of the boys they love?
And why are their boys in this posi-
tion of deadly danger? It's a bit
late to think about it when they are
already on the passing-out parade.
The time to think is before the mili-
tary gets them in its grip. Tell the
boys the truth about war, the Army
and the Empire. And keep them
out of all of it!

T T e S ————
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WEEKR 35

Deficit on Freedom €525
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August 26 to September 1
Falmouth: R.W.* |/-; Stockport: F.O. 2/6:
Northwood: E.H.* £!; London: Anon: 2/-;
London: P.H.* 1/3: London: N.B.T.* 3/-;
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Somerville: D.C. 7/-: San Francisco:
L'lncaricato  £19/5/0; Bronx: AV. 7/-;
Toronto: R. £1/15/0;: Detroit: |. Retfrattari
£10/10/0: London: Anon. &/7.
Total 3719 4
Previously Acknowledged 433 12 8
1955 TOTALTO DATE ... £471 12 O
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*Denotes regular subscribers,

GIFT OF BOOKS: London: Anon.

Should We Make a Fuss?

VERY now and again one of Lon-
don's newspapers tries to stir its
readers up into protesting about poor
service, slipsshod work, or something else
which does not come up to what ought
to be ‘British standards’.

But the British are a people who hate
making a fuss. They don't like to draw
attention to themselves. In a way they
are proud of their fortitude, their ability
to ‘put up' with things and sull carry
on. come hell or high water, cold soup
or cracked cups.

Making a fuss is all right for foreigners
and other excitable types, but it's not
quite British. In fact the stiff upper Lip
and the cool reserve are but the outward
signs of the innate sense of superiority
the Island Race feels towards those lesser
breeds unfortunate enough to be un-
British.

Under no circumstances must we let
down our standards of gentlemanly be-
haviour and make a fuss. Which 1s
what makes so poignant the following
remarks from Harold Nicolson, travel-
ling in Italy, in last Sunday's Observer:

At the railway station in Florence I
bought for my journey a luncheon
basket or cestino. It contained a
small flask of white Chianti, a pot of
spaghetti, half a cold chicken, bread,
cheese, fruit, and a cardboard fork and
tumbler. No such cornucopia could
have been bought at Paddington. In
the restaurant car that evening there
figured on the menu roast beef a
I'anglaise: it was pink and fresh and
tender: the vegetables were carefully
chosen and cooked.

I thought how, only ten days before,
travelling up from Oxford, I had been
given roast beef which really had been
prepared a [l'anglaise. It was dry and
quite black; it was as hard as a long-
abandoned boot; the Yorkshire pudding
which assisted it was wet and sad; the
potatoes that bore them company had
long since dismissed all illusions of

_—

Cut Out the Inspectors!

O,\‘E striking feature of London Trans-

port compared with provincial buses
is the greater number of inspectors who
seem to line the routes, sometimes in
groups of two or even three, checking
the times at which buses pass. This 1s
in addition to the usual ticket examiners.
The first impression is that they almost
outnumber the drivers and conductors.

A cartoon some time ago in The Plat-
form indicates a type of attitude which
arises among workers subjected to this
constant official supervision. Two buses
were shown in collision, with ambulances
and breakdown vans flying about in all
directions, and in the centre of the pic-
ture an inspector was pompously telling
the conductor “I'm booking you for two
uncollected upstairs.”

Currently, transport workers are put-
ting forward claims for pay iIncreases,
together with a health service. As usual
the national press is opposing the de-
mands, pointing out the disastrous results
which their granting will have on fares.
One paper in fact suggested that now
London Transport was run exclusively in
the interests of the staff!

Wl;efé Economies Could be
Made

However, while clamouring for econo-
mies, and pointing out that we just can-
not afford increased wages, the press
never suggests that economies could be
achieved among the bureaucratic ranks,
among those whose positions are 1n no
way necessary for the safety or benefit
of passengers. It might of course be
objected that if they were not subjected
to this supervision from above, drivers
and conductors, might not work so hard,
and the ‘public’ (where interests are the
sole concern of capitalism, nationalised
boards, newspaper proprietors, etc.),
would suffer in consequence. A solution
of that “problem™ could be achieved by
the inspectors who had been displaced
from that position getting out and work-
ing on the buses themselves, and thereby
making lighter work for everyone.

Simple though this solution may seem,
it will not be put into practice by the
authorities for reasons deriving from the
role of supervision and regulation in the
functioning of the present system. In
the first place, if a body of workers were
put into the position of being, able to
organise their own jobs In co-operation,
and do them in the way that seemed
most natural, they would provide fertile
soil for the growth of the i1dea that
things would be just as good, or even
better without bosses, even in the back-
ground. Although placing partial con-
trol in the hands of workers would bene-
fit the owners immediately, the long-term
effects might be disastrous (for the
owners!) In order to keep them econo-
mically subjugated, it is necessary to
hedge workers around with rules and

regulations, and means of enforcing
them, so as to create in them a feeling
of the necessity of authority.

The Buffers

Another reason is that a series of buf-
fers are needed between the small group

of high salaried controlling officials at
the top and the mass of workers at the
bottom. With only slightly higher sala-
ries than themselves, the men who keep
the drivers’ and conductors’ noses to the
grindstone are just ordinary people like
themselves, and are on terms of personal
friendship, which makes it difficult to
appreciate their rdle.

Just as capitalism has its middle class
to which it holds out a slightly raised
material living standard and inculcates
with a mystique of respectability, to serve
as a bulwark against revolution, so the

highest levels of bureaucratic organisa-

tion have their ranks of managers, under- |

managers, supervisors, etc.

To attain an eventual libertarian
organisation of society it will be neces-
sary for the majority of people both who
suffer from the type of petty regulations
typified by the bus inspectors, and the
ones who enforce them, to realize the
stupidity of the system. The gold braid
and the exercise of the little portion of
authority doled out by the authorities
are just as degrading as the pay packet
received at the end of a hard week’s
work.

The extra pay and health scheme are
indispensable to the workers in face of
a rising cost of living, but of far greater
value would be a realisation of a desire
for greater freedom, and the ultimate
aim of complete control over their own
lives. P.H.

HE solution to the waste of man-

power by London Transport as at
present organised i1s not likely to be
worked out on the pattern outlined
above, through the bureaucracies of
either the London Transport Executive
or the Transport & General Workers’
Union, which ‘represents’ the busmen.

London Transport is going through
a manpower crisis—at least on the bus
side, and as things are will clearly not
attract workers into the industry unless a
considerable improvement in conditions
1s made.

Astonishingly enough, this i1s at last
being recognised by L.T.E., which has
put forward a suggestion that in order
to recruit and retain busmen, the stan-
dard week of 44 hours now worked in
six days should be worked in a shorter
period, enabling the staff to have addi-
tional rest days.

Will Save Money

But it should not be thought that the
LTE has only the welfare of their staff
at heart in making this suggestion. At
the moment a great deal of overtime is
being worked, with, of course, its atten-
dant higher rates. Through the arrange-
ment suggested above, longer hours
would be worked every day as the basic
time, and thereby overtime pay would be
cut, and earnings would drop.

Extra busmen would have to be taken
on to work the increased rest days, but
these are needed anyway—LTE is now
short 3,300 drivers and conductors—and
the general effect of the proposed exten-
sion of the working day would be for as
much of the work as possible to be done
at basic rates and as little as possible
at overtime rates.

We favour the cutting of overtime and
rest-day working altogether, but unfor-
tunately most workers to-day rely upon
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the extra money earned by the extra
hours to bring their wages up to what
they need.

The basic rates in most industries are
just not high enough to keep the workers
at the standard of living they have set
for themselves—with their TV sets to
pay for and all—and it’s not the standard
of living that is too high, it’s the basic
wage that 1s too low.

More Pay and Less Hours

With this in mind, it seems to us that
the LTE proposals are going to be of
value to the busmen only if they are
linked to a rise in basic pay. A counter
proposal to that of the LTE has been put
forward by the men’s union, that there
should be an increase of pay of 25s.
a week and a sick pay scheme for the
busmen.

As we see, the discussion between
union and executive should not result in
an either/or decision, but in an adoption
of both—and more. The standard work-
ing week of 44 hours is already too long,
and instead of being squeezed into five
days instead of six, it should be cut to
40 hours, which makes a comfortable
five-day week, and the basic pay should
be raised so that the elimination of over-
!ime does not mean a reduction in earn-
INgs.

This would almost certainly result in
an increase in fares. (The TGWU de-
mand for 25s. more would cost LTE £4
million a vyear), unless economies as
outlined by P.H. above were effected
among the non-essential bureaucratic and
supervisory staffs.

Fare increases will, no doubt, annoy
the public. But the public had better
face up to the fact that if it wants a
decent bus service, the work must carry
decent pay and conditions for the work-
ers. If it doesn’t, the public very soon
will not have a bus service at all.
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vouthfulness and settled down to a farln-,
Yet that train, that

aceous middle age.
luncheon car, was, | reflected, frequently
used by humanists, professors and fellows
of renowned colleges. Dons are educa-
ted people and have travelled frequently;
in private life they are often fussy about
their wine and food; they will even
discuss these subjects 1n common room,

becoming wordy on the themes of little

angevin wines, or Montbazillac, or the
pig's trotters and truffles of Angouléme.
But on this occasion nobody uttered a
word of protest. I remembered a night

journey in the war when the corridor of

our darkened train was heaped with lug-
gage and with struggling but amicable
humanity.

“We are a patient race,” I remarked to
a Polish officer standing next to me. He
ground his teeth in fury: “You are a
race of sheeps,” he answered.

*

Yet what, as anarchists, can we do In
the face of bad service from a fellow-
worker? We cannot take the attitude
that if a person is paid to do a job, then
he should do it properly, because we
understand the frustrations and restric-
tions, the lack of choice and free oppor-
tunity, that puts round pegs In square
holes and sours the relationships In a
place of work even where there is in-
terest in the work itself,

We cannot complain to the manage-
ment, for that might result in a fellow-
worker getting the sack, and Iin any case
will only worsen the attitude of the
worker towards the customer.

In the long run, education is the only
answer, and we all know that in a free
society every worker will give of nothing
less than his best, and there will be no
financial incentives to provide shoddy
work or services.

But what to do now? As anarchists
we also want the best of evervthing here
and now, without waiting for the revo-
[ution, and we should not be expected
to put up with bad food, dirty conditions
or slip-shod service.

So here’s vet another dilemma. Not
a very important one perhaps, but little
things matter a lot in the individual life.
Do we make a fuss and maybe get

things we find unsatisfactory?

Perhaps some of our readers who
know all the answers will have the gospel
on this? I ask in all humility, for I

really don't know. Or perhaps it doesn’t
matter? P.S.
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SEPT. 11—Dick Stubbs
THE PRESENT TIME
SEPT. 18—Philip Sansom

THE ROLE OF ANARCHISM
SEPT. 25—Schleim Fanaroff

Subject to be announced

OCT. 2—Alan Bain
ANARCHO-SYNDICALISM AND
THE ENGINEERING INDUSTRY
OCT. 9—To be announced

OCT. 16—F. A. Ridley
SPARTACUS AND THE SLAVE
REVOLTS OF ANTIQUITY

OCT. 23—To be announced

OCT. 30—Annie de Witt
ANARCHISM IN HOLLAND.

Every Thursday at 8.15.

Weather Permitting
HYDE PARK
Sundays at 3.30 p.m.
MANETTE STREET
(Charing X Road)
Saturdays at 5.30 p.m.
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