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Could it be that Libya’s geographical 
position, next door to Egypt on the West, 
could have some bearing on the matter? 
British tanks have operated in that area 
not so long ago. and may be called upon 
to do so once again. On the next occa
sion there may well be British tanks on 
both sides, but such are the fortunes of 
war and politics.

any one country be excluded from war. 
If we are called upon to honour the 
dead and put their remembrance to some 
use. it would be obvious that we should 
never be called upon to participate in 
any more wars. Then why have con
scription? Why have professional armies? 
Or is it not more likely that as we have 
a colonial policy we must at all costs 
have an army. So why the hypocrisy 
of the Whitehall farce?

At each of the parades one can see 
the same old types. Blimps and patriots, 
government officials and clerics and 
honourable types” pleased at an oppor

tunity to flash their medals around. 
How stupid can people really be. The 
people who are bereaved obviously re
member their dead loved ones all the 
year round. No doubt many of the 
people present at the Cenotaph truly are 
affected by the solemnity of the service. 
But surely the “God of War” must be 
laughing at them all from his lofty Val
halla.

If one wishes to. that is on remem
brance day. they have only "to go to 
places like Roehampton Hospital or East

SUBVERSION AMONG THE 
GUIDERS

The need for Guiders to help young 
girls to think for themselves instead of 
accepting opinions thrust upon them by 
newspapers, propaganda, and the radio 
was emphasised by Miss Gwen Clayton. 
Girl Guide adviser to the Commonwealth 
and North-west Area, Training Adviser, 
at a Cheshire Guiders’ conference at 
Chester on Saturday. She added :

If a Gallup poll were taken in the
days of Galileo the world would be 
judged to be flat, although in reality, it 
is spherical. We must provide girls with 
absorbing interest in order that they may 
keep their heads when newspaper head
lines arouse unhealthv emotions.

N°, summary of the situation appears 
to be possible in this column, un

less it is that the Middle East may be 
the “next Korea". The seeds of destruc
tion are being sown, armaments and 
hatred are flowing across the borders, 
and fear adds fuel to the flames. Ideolo
gies have little to do with the matter, 
there will not be another “holy war", 
but death for economic reasons may well 
be the fate of many peace-loving people 
in the Middle East.

W Continued from p. I 
the threats and promises, and all the 
political plots, intrigues and pacts which 
are taking place day by day.

★
LONG, long time ago Russia and 
America found that their respective

spheres of influence were incompatible, 
and a profound distrust was developed. 
The cold war. N.A.T.O., Korea and 
frantic struggles for as many allies as 
possible were the results—all under the 
ominous, mushroom cloud of the atomic 
bomb.

Further distrust and the rising tide of 
armaments, a desire to enlarge the 
spheres of influence and S.E.A.T.O. were 
the next results. Russia almost geo
graphically surrounded by the dollar, 
and America working for markets for 
her expanding economy. Armaments, 
pacts and. by now. hydrogen bombs.

And now M.E.T.O. (Middle East

TVTOW that the hypocrites and parsi- 
monious parasites have withdrawn 

from the scene of the Whitehall Ceno
taph barely a month ago. and after many 
a well edited speech, no doubt composed 
to bring out the most impassioned pat
riotism in the heaving breasts of listeners, 
and after the farce of the two minutes’ 
silence in remembrance of the mangled 
bodies laid strewn over the battlefields 
of the Marne. Ypres. Alamein and 
Anzio, one can only come to the con
clusion that the two minutes’ silence is 
about all the “remembering” that people 
allocate themselves.

seem to make up their minds as to what 
is the best course of action. From their 
point of view the situation would appear 
to be getting out of control—for the 
simple reason that they are encountering 
serious competition from the East, where 
previously they have had everything their 
own way.

Eden’s attempt at mediation between 
the Arabs and Israel has fallen flat, due 
no doubt to the fact that Egypt feels 
herself to be in such a strong position 
as to produce better results by refusing 
to co-operate. Nasser’s view that he 
thinks Israel should merely accept the 
original United Nation's resolution on 
partition closes the door on negotiation. 
On the one hand the Arabs are enjoying 
the unusual situation where there is com
petition for their favour, and on the 
other the Israelis will not back down 
in any way because they feel that they 
are already fighting on the last ditch, 
and to retreat further would spell ruin. 

An interesting item of news which was 
hardly mentioned just recently, was 
Britain's free gift to Libya of full equip
ment for one armoured battalion, due to 
arrive in Tripoli this month. More is to 
follow. When asked if there were any 
conditions attached to the gift Eden 
stated that there were none, but that it 
was added proof of the strong ties be
tween Libya and both Britain and the 
United States.

The Malatesta Club
155 High Holborn. 

London, W.C.l.
LONDON ANARCHIST GROUP

Informal Discussions Every Thursday, 
at 8.15 p.m.

Saturday, 1 Or ft Dec. at 9 p.m,
ANARCHISM & THE MYSTERY 
OF THE MARIE CELESTE- 
(A Stirring Saga of the South-Seas) 
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Discussion: Bernard Gelstein on
THE BASIS FOR LIBERTARIAN 
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A FAREWELL TO HIGH 
HOLBORN"—
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As the season of “remembrance” gives 
way to the more established and tradi
tional season of Xmas, the memory of 
war and its bestial appetite surrenders to 
the smell of Christmas pudding. It 
would seem that all our emotions can 
be played to by the Calendar. At New 
Year we are reminded not of the dead 
who lie scattered throughout the world, 
but of the festive spirit; and the resolu
tions we must make but never keep.

At Easter we are reminded that Spring 
is here and begin thinking about our 
holidays, but not of the shattered bodies 
that lie still in hospitals since even the 
first world war. In the summer months 
we remember the past glories of our lost 
cricket heritage, but never of the twenty 
million casualties sustained in the last 
war. And in November, after we re
member Guy Fawkes, we again set our 
minds to remember (for two minutes at 
least), of the dead “mutton” we need to 
tolerate in our memories. People find 
it a bore.

Tel. :

Printed by Express Printer*. London. E.i Published by Freedom Press, 27 Re J Lion Street, London, W.C.l.

share anx of his work with any of 
his fellows. It is probably only 
through pressure of work that he 
accepted a mate on the job—and 
this no doubt seems to the other 
polishers to establish him still more 
firmly in with the fitters, with the 
ability and obvious intention of 
keeping even more work to himself. 

It seems then that there is plenty 
of justification for the charge of 
'hogging' the work.

Looked at objectively, this all 
seems to be a very silly business. 
But we must remember that the 
people involved look at it subjec
tively and are in a very invidious 
position.

The livelihoods of these men are 
at stake. They depend for their 
livings- on the amount of work 
thrown to them bv the manacement. 
When this becomes insufficient for 
all to live at the highest standard

Grinstead or the Star and Garter Hos
pital and see people who never can for
get. Men. or at least pitiful figures re
sembling men. with no legs or arms or 
half a face or body. People who just 
wait for death to ease their torment.

And there are thousands of battle- 
scarred and wearied survivors who are 
still walking around and bearing traces 
of mental unrest as a result of the war 
years who can never forget. But these 
people remember in a positive way. 
They were the actual participants in the 
“gentlemen's wars", and they can never 
forget the sounds of mortars and shells, 
the staccato noises of machine guns and 
the shrill whine of shrapnel. They re
member. Not the stupidness of the pat
riotism. but they remember never to take 
part in another war. And when the 
arms bosses and businessmen, politicians 
and parasites have a basinful themselves 
maybe we shan't need a cenotaph. And 
as things are. the day we shan’t need a 
cenotaph we shall also dispense with 
Whitehall. So don’t forget to remember. 
But “really” remember.

Dear Comrades.
I read Ken Kerns article, and the 

editorial concerning it with great interest 
and a certain sympathy for both points 
of view.

The idea and the act are inseparable, 
ill-conceived action can be futile just as 
theory without practise is sterile. How 
far anarchists can implement their prin
ciples is of course limited by social, 
personal and economic conditions, but 
the mere verbal support of such princi
ples is inadequate. Conditions in some 
parts of the world may be impossible, 
in areas less difficult it is even more im
portant for anarchists to carry out their 
principles to the limit.

Anarchism being a social theory in 
which mutual aid is a cardinal principle 
it is out of the question that anarchists 
should withdraw from social life. The 
withdrawal of anarchists from certain 
aspects of present society is a necessary 
part of anarchist action. The degree to 
which this can be done depends on the 
individual. If anarchists can success
fully practise mutual aid within an ac
quisitive society an answer to sceptics on 
the workability of such an association 
can be more adequately provided.

In practise anarchism is largely an 
attitude: many people who know nothing 
of anarchist philosophy are natural liber
tarians. some nominal anarchists arc 
authoritarians in attitude.

To some the necessity of practising 
their principles within a group is para
mount. others spend their time and 
money in the essential task of maintain- 
ing press and paper. The proportion of 
professing anarchists who support cither 
of these activities is small as indicated 
by the dearth of co-operative ventures 
and the difficulties experienced by the 
anarchist press.

Associated with the anarchist move
ment are many individuals who confuse 
anarchy with irresponsibility. Under 
any society we have to see our children 
fed and society nourished in every re
spect. The collapse of external auth
ority will be achieved by the growth of 
individual responsibility.

It is a mistake to think, as suggested 
bv your editorial that a communal life 
must necessarily mean an escape from 
society, for those that enter a community • • 
thinking that will quickly be disillusion-

Treaty Organisation), filling in the last 
link of a giant chain around the Com
munist bloc from Norway to the Philli- 
pines. All countries threatened or threat- 
ing. surrounded or afraid, and all 
trying to expand.

It can hardly be regarded as surprising 
that during the negotiations for M.E.T.O. 
Russia should commence a serious at
tempt to strengthen her own position in 
the Middle East. Arms to Egypt may 
be regarded as a logical step, and the 
fact that deals have been or are being 
made with Jordan. Saudi Arabia and 
Syria are obvious extensions of the same 
policy. The balance is maintained by 
the West in its supply of arms to Israel 
and Iraq and the pact with Iran. Turkey 
and Pakistan. Egypt is also receiving 
arms from Britain, and from her own 
point of view is very successfully getting 
the best of both possible worlds.

Meanwhile the secondary situation, the 
resurgence of the Arab-Israel problem, 
has taken on a new importance as a 
result of the new developments in the 
world situation. Israel, geographically 
situated in a most uncomfortable posi
tion. finds her relative military strength 
dwindling, by virtue of Egypt’s increas
ing power. As a State she can only 
hope to maintain her position and terri
tory by maintaining military parity with 
her enemies—but in fact this must in
evitably be impossible. So the alterna
tive is to go to war now whilst she may 
still win. But she cannot win unless she 
occupies all the “enemy territory” she 
may gain—which is also impossible if 
she is to maintain her economic position. 
Therefore the continued existence of 
Israel as a State is a virtually impossible 
proposition unless guaranteed by a major 
power.

The Egyptian government, on a strong 
tide of confidence in Egypt’s strategic 
position, and with many governmental 
failings to hide, must continue to fan 
the bitterness and hatred between Arab 
and Jew in order to remain popular with 
its people and stay in power. Whilst 
the Arab refugee problem in Israel con
tinues. and Egyptians are reminded of 
their last war. and so long as border 
incidents continue or become more 
serious. Colonel Nasser will have 

in retaining his dictatorship
Meanwhile the Western powers cannot

cd. Indeed community life tends to 
indicate how deeply the values of an 
acquisitive society have eroded our 
consciousness. II in spite of such ten
dencies social behaviour can be estab
lished something of value is achieved. 
Even anarchists arc deceived by the more 
subtle poison of the welfare state, which 
makes it essential that we counter those 
influences in our childrens’ most indelible 
years.

Whilst the practice of self-sufficiency 
should not and could not be exclusive, 
it does give groups and individuals a 
degree of independence from the State. 
Obviously mass industrial societies are 
totalitarian in nature with such concen
tration of all power.

To wait for the anarchist revolution to 
improve the quality of living is to prac
tise political ‘pie in the sky’. In fact 
to enjoy the advantages of a limited 
mutual aid here and now is realistic, 
necessary and practical.

Fraternally, 
Alan Albon.

★
Marie-Louise Bcrncri Memorial 
Committee publications : 

Marie-Louise Berneri, 1918-1949: 
A Tribute cloth 5s.

Journey Through Utopia 
cloth 16s. (U.S.A. $2.50) 

27, Red Uon Street,
London, W.C.l. .

GEORGE WOODCOCK » 
Anarchy or Chaos
New Life to the Land 
Homes or Hovels'! 
Railways and Society 
What is Anarchism?
7 he Basis of Communal Living

PHILIP SANSOM I
Syndicalism—The Workers'

Next Step
★

K. J. KENAFICK t
Michael Bakunin and Karl Marx 

paper 6s.
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What point is there in remembering 
the dead of past wars, when the resolu
tions made at the time are never carried 
out. When we find that the war to end 
all wars was just so much hot air eman
ating from government officials. When 
words like “never again”, end up by 
being “never again—until the next one". 

How dare the organisers of this dia
bolical farce play upon the heartstrings 
of the poor unfortunate dupes, who 
know no better than to wave their stupid 
flags and gladly offer their life-blood to 
an inhuman institution. How dare these 
ceremonies of remembrance be held at a 
time when nowhere in the world is it 
safe to be in the event of another holo
caust. For how in this Atomic Age can

HERBERT READ i
Art and the Evolution of Man 4s. 
Existentialism, Marxism and 

Anarchism 3s. 6d.
Poetry and Anarchism 

cloth 5s., paper 2s. 6d. 
The Philosophy of Anarchism 

boards 2s. 6d., paper la. 
The Education of Free Men 

M. BAKUNIN s
Marxism, Freedom and the State 

cloth 5s

they could achieve, they do the 
sensible thing — they co-operate. 
They practice mutual aid.. They all 
earn a bit less so that none suffer 
excessively. And if one of their 
number agrees to do this and then 
goes against his agreement, it seems 
quite just that the others should 
withdraw their co-operation from 
him. For that is what he has done 
to them.

McLernon was a member of the 
General Iron Fitters' Union. He 
has been expelled for violating Rule 
21. section 2 of the G.I.F.. which 
says that “no member shall work to 
the injury of the other members in 
his shop.”

It may seem harsh that in being 
expelled from his union he stands 
in danger of losing his pob (although 
the management are firm behind 
him) but in the stem realities of the 
world, if workers don’t hang to
gether. they will hang separately.

Anarcho-Syndicalist.

PETER KROPOTKIN : 
The State: Its Historic Rdle 
The Wage System 
Revolutionary Government
Organised Vengeance Called Justice

2d.
VOLIN E s

Nineteen-Seventeen (The Russian 
Revolution Betrayed} cloth 12a. 6d. 

E. A. GUTKTND : 
The Expanding Environment 85. 6d. 

V. RICHARDS 1
Lessons of the Spanish 

Revolution 6j.
MARIE-LOUISE BERNERI » 

Neither East nor West 
cloth 10s. t>d.. paper 7a. 6d. 

Workers in Stalin's Russia Is
ALEX COMFORT t 

Delinquency
Barbarism & Sexual Freedom 

boards 3s. 6
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The Rolls Royce
competing with anybody for the 
work (it was only shortly before the 
strike began that he was given a 
mate to help him); nor was he re
sponsible for the amount of work 
distributed to him.

‘Hogging' the Work
But there can be no argument but 

that he was responsible for the 
amount of work he actually did. As 
for the other workers earning as 
much as he. there are indications 
that they were in the pool, as it 
were, and the high wages were 
being earned, where possible, by all 
in turn, while at the same time 
maintaining a reasonable turnover 
for all.

McLernon, however, had got 
himself a good job in with the fitters. 
He had got away from the rest of 
the polishers and was clearly hang
ing on to his job and not wishing to

MEETINGS AND 
A N NOUNCEMEN’TS
LONDON ANARCHIST
GROUP
LECTURE-DISCUSSIONS

Rvery Sunday at 7.30 at
THE MALATESTA CLUB
155 High Holborn. W.C.l. 
(Nearly opposite Holborn Town Hall) 
DEC. 11—Rufus Segar on
PRISON TODAY •
DEC. 18—Annie de Witt on
ANARCHISM IN HOLLAND 
DEC. 25—No meeting.

INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS 
Every Thursday at 8.15.

OPEN AIR MEETINGS 
Weather Permitting
HYDE PARK 
Sunday’s at 3.30 p.m.
MANETTE STREET
(Charing X Road) 
Saturdays at 5.30 p.m.

GLASGOW
INDOOR MEETINGS

Friday evenings at 7 p.m. commencing 
Friday, October 14th at 200 Buchanan 
Street.
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CEVEN weeks ago we wrote in this 
column an article under the title. 

The Middle East Cauldron, which was 
an attempt to analyse some of the fac
tors which seemed at that time to be 
relevant to possible developments in the 
Middle East. During the time which 
has elapsed, the "cauldron” has been 
bubbling more and more furiously; so 
much so that it is almost impossible to 
distinguish any well-defined details of 
the scene, but only too easy to see the 
dark outlines of impending chaos.

One might write ten thousand words 
of factual material -in trying to report 
adequately some of the more important 
events of the past weeks, and in so doing 
give a completely distorted picture of

Honouring Agreements
The management have of course 

indignantly claimed that the strikers 
are breaking agreements entered

Controversy, Anarchism
and the Kibbutz - p. 2

Two Cases of Intolerance 
Belzoni (Mississippi). 

November 28.
Mr. Gus Courts, a Negro grocer, and 

president of the local branch of the 
National Association for the Advance
ment of Coloured People, was in hospital 
to-day with gunshot wounds which he 
said had been inflicted on him on Friday 
because he wanted to vote. He said he 
was wounded in the stomach and left 
arm by shot fired from a car through 
his shop window.* Mr. Courts is the 
second Negro leader to have been attack
ed in Belzoni. A Negro minister. Mr. 
G. W. Lee. was killed here on May 7. 

—Reuter.

“No nmnll evil of modern civil
ization i* that its intricacies 
breed a claw of sociological 
experts who have the same kind 
of interest in * social problems* 
that any attorney has in the 
criminal code.**

—JOSIAH WEDGWOOD 
(“The Road to Freedom”)

''

the strikers, "no agreement exists 
between unions and employers, only 
the rule of common decency be
tween workmates.” But according 
to Mr. Wilson, Mr. McLernon was 
a party to it. In July he was called 
before the district committee of his 
union—the General iron Fitters— 
for breaking this agreement by 
“hogging" the available work and, 
again according to Mr. Wilson, he 
agreed that he had had a fair hear
ing and promised not to do it again. 

The strikers say that he broke his 
promise and that as a result he was 
earning £4 and £5 a week more than 
his workmates. So on October 25, 
his union’s shop steward asked for 
his card, thereby expelling him from 
the union.

tises and the like are commonplace occur
rences. soberly reported daily in the 
columns of the New York Times (and 
perhaps less soberly, or not at all in 
the equivalent of our gutter press, de
pending on the particular journal’s tie- 
up with those concerned). But some
thing more unusual, at least for a reader 
on this side of the ocean, and much 
more sinister, and 1984ish. was a report 
of a State hearing into business wire
tapping. Hazel Bishop. Inc. said it be
lieved that its telephones had been tap
ped for cosmetics business secrets for 
eighteen months. Another cosmetics 
manufacturer. Revlon Products Corpora
tion. sponsor of “The S64.000 Question
on television, testifies it had monitored 
and even once had tapped telephones— 
but only those of its employees. This 
was assertedlv to improve “efficiency, 
courtesy and service.”

‘Raymond Spector, president of an 
advertising agency and owner of 55 
cent, of Hazel Bishop stock, testi__
that, last November, the company had 
run into "strange coincidences" about 
matters that had been discussed only by 
telephone. Last February, he said, a 
newsletter disclosed a loan project that 
had been aired only on the phone.

‘Last April 19. Mr. Spector went on. 
a search was made by Charles V. Gris, 
a private detective, and by a former tele
phone company employee. Carl Ruh. 
himself under indictment for illegal wire
tapping. They told him. Mr. Spector 
said, that they had found taps on his 
telephone and on that of Norman Jay. 
then Hazel Bishop president, plus a 
microphone picking up talk in his office. 

‘Mr. Spector also testified that Miss 
Ishmael McCullough, a S30.000-a-year 
executive, had told him she had been 
informed that her private wire had been 
tapped. “A major stockholder." he con-

IT difficult to understand the real 
motives behind Russia's decision to 

legalise abortion once more. It is some 
twenty years since Stalin made abortion 
a crime in Russia as much for the 
women being operated on as for the 
abortionists. Since the end of the war 
special measures were introduced by the 
State to encourage motherhood in an

into by their unions—and that since attempt to make good the losses sus
tained during the war as well as to bring 
about a rise in the birth-rate. This 
appears to have been most successful 
and even a little embarrassing, accord
ing to a New York Times report from 
Moscow, in that now the "population 
increase is far outstripping the Govern
ment’ ability to provide more housing, 
schools and other facilities”.

The present edict is the second step 
taken by the Russian government in the 
past sixteen months towards easing the 
official attitude to abortion. In August 
1954 a decree was issued abolishing 
criminal responsibility for women who 
consented to abortions, and according to 
one report, “gave women the right to 
perform abortions on themselves". Now 
it will be legal to have abortions per
formed in hospitals and other recognised 
medical institutions. Operations per
formed by unqualified persons will still 
be held to be crimes punishable by up 
to three years imprisonment.

It is suggested by some observers that

breaking of it an issue between 
themselves and the management.

The management have an argu
ment on this issue, for it has pro
duced figures that show that other 
men were earning as much as Mc
Lernon; moreover it is pointed out 
that he was not working with the 
other polishers but with the fitters 
in the fitting shop, polishing con
necting rods. He was thus not 

Continued on p.

the unions are now recognising the 
strike as official they are breaking 
thei^own agreements.

Against this, however, the unions 
would maintain that the issue, 
officially, is one of 100 per cent, 
trade unionism in the Rolls Royce 
factories, which has been established 
there for a number of years. When 
McLernon was expelled from the 
union, the firm became the em
ployers of non-union labour and 
this, the strikers claim, is the issue 
behind their action.

This is undoubtedly rather a 
tricky piece of manoeuvring, but in 
fact there is little else the men could 
have done to give their action an 
official backing. Since no agree
ment existed between management 
and men on the sharing out of the 
work, but only between the men 
themselves, they could not make the

We reported some weeks ago the case 
of a Catholic church in America which 
was closed following scenes by the flock 
which refused to have a negro priest. 
Last week another case was reported 
from Erath. Louisiana where the Bishop 
excommunicated three Roman Catholics 

• for beating a woman teacher who had 
instructed Negro and white children in 
the same cathechism classroom. [Despite 
the United States Supreme Court ban on 
segregation in 1954. all Louisiana public 
schools segregate the races. Traditionally. 
Catholic parochial schools also have 
been segregated. Louisiana Catholic 
church officials, however, have said they 
are considering plans to integrate some 
classrooms in 1956.]

Washington, November 24.
Rear-Admiral Richard Byrd said to

day that the new bases being established 
in the Antarctic by a United States Naval 
expedition, could have a high strategic 
value to the United States. Admiral 
Byrd, who is on his way to join the 
expedition in New Zealand, said: “If 
the Panama Canal should be destroyed 
in a war, ships on the way to the Pacific 
would have to go by way of the tip of 
South America. The edge of the Ant
arctic is only 300 miles away. We would 
have to control that area for the passage 
around Cape Horn.”

The bases which the Navy is setting 
up would probably represent the begin
ning of a permanent establishment where 
up to five hundred people would be 
stationed, he said. The Antarctic could 
also serve as a “deep-freeze" for farm 
surpluses, to be stored there until re
quired by the world in lean years.

—Reuter and British United Press.

strike at the Rolls Royce fac
tory at Blantyre near Glasgow, 

is now entering its sixth week in a 
situation of deadlock. The workers 
are demanding the dismissal of Joe 
McLernon, a polisher and the 
management are refusing to do this. 
The strike is now official and so 
strike pay is being paid out, making 
it possible for the men to hang on 
for a long, long time.

The Press has, naturally, on the 
whole condemned the strikers be
cause they are holding up produc
tion with no greater grievance than 
that McLernon ‘worked too hard’.

Which is, of course, only half the 
story, which goes back to its origins 
several months. We hear a lot 
about the restrictive practices of 
trade unionists, but when the ‘nor
mal’ workings of the market de
mands a restriction of output (in its 
most sensational form, the decision 
to restrict wheat acreage in America 
next year), it is regarded as a natural 
phenomenon about which nothing 
can be done.

And within the workings of the 
market economy, very little can be 
done to affect the ebb and flow of 
work according to supply and de
mand. This is what makes us so 
suspicious of capitalist ‘prosperity’, 
and it is the workers’ experience of 
the transitory nature of the well
being they occasionally enjoy (much, 
it seems, to the annoyance of the 
middle-class), that leads them to 
protect themselves by ‘restrictive’ 
practices.

Sharing the Work
One such practice which workers 

operate among themselves cannot be 
legitimately described as restrictive, 
however. This is one of sharing the 
available work so that a measure of 
equality is achieved, and instead of 
quick workers making big money 
and the slower workers getting less 
than they need, instead of the work
ers scrambling to get the work and 
dividing themselves by competition, 
they stick together and see that fair 
shares are had by all.

For some months before the strike 
there had been less work than usual 
in the Blantyre factory, and the 
polishers there, according to Wil
liam Wilson, secretary of the strike 
committee, unanimously came to an 
agreement to share the diminished 
work equally among themselves. 
Mr. Wilson says that such agree
ments are a practice in the indus- 

“It is true.” says a leaflet of

hr

one clear aim of the new edict is to 
minimise the considerable number of 
abortions now carried out in Russia by 
quacks and other persons without access 

to medical institutions”. The official 
line is that the measures carried out by 
the State "for the encouragement of 
motherhood and the welfare of children, 
together with the constant improvement 
in the status of women" now makes it 
possible to drop the legal prohibition.

Perhaps it doesn’t matter much 
whether abortion has been legalised for 
right or wrong reasons so long as women 
can end an unwanted pregnancy under 
the best and safest conditions. The im
portance of motives only comes in when 
one considers the permanence of such 
measures. Clearly the State has re
scinded the ban of 1936 because in its 
own words the measures it has taken to 
increase the birth rate will not be 
affected by legalising abortion, which in 
any case was widespread and frequently 
reported in the Russian press. It is 
equally certain therefore that a drop in 
the birth rate in the coming years will 
be dealt with by reversing last week’s 
decree, just as Stalin did in 1936. And 
the references to the “rising cultural level 
of women, etc.’’, which the presidium 
of the Supreme Soviet made in justifica
tion of the present measure will, one 
does not doubt, be used in justification 
of the opposite argument! Governments 
are the same the world over.

Keeping Tabs on 2 million “ Subversives and on 
business rivals’ secrets

tinued. then reported last September that 
he had received “direct information” that 
the telephones had been tapped “by a 
competitor" for eighteen months. Mr. 
Spector said the case was put to Mr. 
Hogan's office in October.

These revelations were made at the 
hearing, which was the first public ses
sion of the significantly—and we think, 
sinisteriy — named “Joint Legislative 
Committee to Study Illegal Interception 
of Communications".

Who cares, someone reading these 
lines may ask. if business tycoons do 
one another in the eye by evesdropping. 
either by wiretapping or bv secret micro
phones? For some reason or other 
what goes on at the "higher levels" 
seems to seep through to all levels. This 
business wiretapping is pretty clearly a 
result of the very extensive government 
wiretapping. And there is no reason to 
assume that it will not extend its influ
ence into the private lives of individuals. 
For instance an electronics expert testi
fied at the hearing that he had "warned 
a married client against entrapment by a 
certain woman. The client met her in a 
restaurant and spilled her purse to make 
sure she had no recorder." Later—the 
expert said—a rival investigator reported 
she had a recorder ... in her brassiere! 

In a society based on competition, 
greed and suspicion, the tape-recorder, 
the camera no larger than a cigarette 
lighter, and the ultra sensitive micro
phone are symbols of modern man’s in
ventiveness as well as the weapons of the 
slave stale, and the potential enjoyment 
we can derive from them is more than 
offset by the harmful purposes to which 
they are put. The electronic age is fast 
becoming the age of uneasiness, suspi
cion and distrust. A frightening pros
pect if we do nothing about it now.

the situation—or at least a one-sided 
picture which would depend upon where 
one’ sympathy lay. For this is the fate 
of the majority, who for reasons which 
no doubt seem perfectly good, support 
one particular State, or group of States, 
and are immediately biased as a result, 
the bias is automatic under these condi
tions. because the mind of a “loyal sub
ject" is practically incapable of believ
ing that his own particular government 
can be very far wrong, or that its motives 
can be anything but correct.

The anarchist therefore starts at a 
very considerable advantage in trying to 
assess a given set of political circum
stances. for he has as one of his pre
mises. that governments, of necessity 
have doubtful motives, and that where 
any State is concerned it wifi operate a 
policy calculated to derive benefit for 
itself, regardless of its supposed ideals 
or hitherto stated intentions. When a 
State carries out a policy which appears 
to be against its own self-interest, then 
it is fairly certain that it has been forced 
to do so by pressure from outside, 
which, if ignored would produce worse 
results than those produced by the action 
which is being taken.

★
JT can reasonably be said that there 

would be very little international in
terest taken in the affairs of the Middle 
East if there were no economic fruits to 
be picked in that area. That is to say 
that if all the oilfields were to dry up. 
then it is highly improbable that the big 
powers would be bargaining for sup
porters! Unless there is something of 
value to defend, and States seldom value 
people very highly, then it wifi not be 
defended. One may assume therefore 
that the Eastern and Western blocs are 
defending their economic interests by all 
available methods.

Unfortunately for the Middle Eastern 
States they find themselves in the posi
tion where they have to take sides in 
the major international arguments. This 
not only creates potential trouble for 
them, in that they may be drawn into 
a world conflict in which they have little 
or no interest, but disarranges and dis
organises their own little conflicts with 
nearby States, and their own interna! 
struggles for power and economic 
strength.

Of course there is the other side of 
this particular situation, and it is that 
these same States see the chance of in
creasing their own military strength by 
aligning themselves with one of the big 
powers and receiving aid in terms of 
armaments, which at a later date they 
hope wifi be the means by which they 
may force economic gains at the expense 
of another State.

With these propositions in mind it is 
much easier to observe more or less 
objectively the alliances and enmities. 

Continued on p. 4

your
The United States is in some respects 

not as bad as one might imagine, at least 
if one is to judge by a statement made 
by the Civil Service Commission to the 
effect that it maintained a card index file 
with names of two million persons 
allegedly affiliated with some sort of

subversive organisation or activity". The 
file contained information from news
papers. Congressional hearings and 
other sources. The names included, de
clared Mr. Philip Young, chairman of 
the Commission, “might or might not” 
some day apply for Government jobs. 

‘He added that the commission did not 
attempt to assess the “reliability of the 
information or its evaluation." The 
evaluation, he said, would be up to the 
head of the agency considering the em
ployment of someone listed.

‘The list, which he called a “reference 
may be referred to as much as 

5,000 times a day in connection with 
Government security investigations, he 
testified. Access to the file, he added, is 
limited to accredited Government secur
ity agents.

‘In addition to this file. Mr. Young 
declared, the commission also has a 
"central security index" that lists 
5,000.000 Government personnel 
gations dating back to 1939.’

The files were described by an official 
as “second only to those of the F.B.I. 
(Federal Bureau of Investigation) as a 
storehouse of such information". 

Somehow one feels that “subversive 
has rather a different meaning for the 
American Civil Service Commission or 
the F.B.I. than it has for us!

The seamy-side of America is reveal
ed not at government level, at which 
level anything and everything can he 
expected, but in business, the heart and 
soul of American life. Corruption, tax
dodging on a huge scale, restrictive prac-
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Icctual life of the movement to appeal 
to me. Indeed a new world began to 
open up before me. 1 read Hegel, Marx. 
Lenin. Trotsky, etc., to acquaint myself 
with the development of ideas, to under
stand the forces at work in the world 
shaping man's destiny, and I came to 
believe in the possibility of creating a 
life based on my ideals as an example 
for the whole world to follow.

Also in this period came my first 
contact with anarchism, from a shaliach 
(youth leader emissary) from Montreal 
who subscribed to Resistance. 
cription of the anarchists was. 
really agree

In spite of the many casualties among 
the international libertarian Press (and we 
have just learned with regret that our 
American contemporary Resistance will 
probably this month publish its last 
issue), anarchists are not deterred by 
these apparent “signs of the times”, and 
quite rightly! As one journal disap
pears another springs up to take its 
place. This month from Manchester 
comes the first issue of The University 
Libertarian, subtitled as “An Independ
ent Journal of University Anarchism”.

We feel sure that the University Liber
tarian will be successful. It contains 
interesting materia! (by contributors 
familiar to Freedom readers: Tony Gib
son, Herbert Read. Colin Ward and 
Geoffrey Ostergaard as well as by less 
familiar names). It is printed, and the 
lay-out is attractive, and what is particu
larly important the editor strikes one as 
having clearly in his mind the public he 
is seeking to reach and how to approach 
it. We hope Freedom readers will sup
port this venture, by obtaining copies for 
themselves and also introducing it into 
the universities, among teachers and pro
fessional people. Copies of The Uni
versity Libertarian are obtainable price 
lid, post free from Freedom Bookshop

9 fts 
iiiiiinTTi

and Central Europe, who brought with 
them to the new world the richness of 
their cultural life; the Yiddish Kihilla 
of Winnipeg creating almost spontan
eously its community choirs, theatrical 
groups, schools and of course the numer
ous trends of radical and revolutionary 
thought. Truth to tell, the great major
ity at the time were either Bnndists (be
lievers in national emancipation and 
autonomy within whatever country Jews 
found themselves), and the Communists, 
believers in assimilation and internation- z 
alism, abolition of Jews and the Jewish 
Problem together ‘in our time'. There 
were also the intellectuals and workers 
who supported Ber Borochov's Poale- 
Zion (Workers of Zion—the first Zionist 
Socialist party).

In this milieu I and my generation 
grew up. went to a parochial school 
(half-day Yiddish, half-day English), read 
the newspapers of the various parties 
and were stimulated to think and delve 
deeply into the problems of the day. 
The second World War added fuel to 
the fire and the plight of our brethren 
in the Warsaw Ghetto touched each one 
of our lives very personally. Each of 
us by the age of 12 had firm political 
convictions, would help campaign for 
'our' party during elections, or would 
join the various Youth Branches of the 

I existing parties. Just one movement 
stuck out as strange, and this was the 
Hashomer Hatzair which claimed to be 
a youth movement without any adult 
direction. It was smaller than the other 
clubs, but everyone know it had a de
voted membership, and made up in spirit 
and devotion what it lacked in numbers. 
After changing my ‘fixed’ political opin
ion several times. 1 was finally inveigled 
into coming in to the activity of Hash
omer Hatzair and immediately felt that 
here was something new! My first at
traction was on an emotional level—to 

I sit together. 40 or 50 friends, arms on 
I shoulders, in a dark room, with only a 
I small candle casting shadows on all the 
I faces, singing the songs of Zion. It was 
I a strange and beautiful new world, a 

world that gave us the chance to be 
I masters of our own fates, to establish 
I the brotherhood of man in our own 
I collective settlement. Arthur Koestler 
I in his book Thieves in the Night descri- 
I bed the members of Hashomer Hatzair 
I as a mixture of revolutionary and hassid. 
I (A hassid was a Jew who negated strict 
I observance of the Law. and instead 
I danced and sang his praise of God 

ecstatically). Only later was the intel-

11 Matto, and in another fight Zampano 
kills him. Gclsomina stands by horri
fied. and all she does in the next few 
days is to whimper, "II Matto is hurl. 
Zampano shows some belated tender
ness, they make some soup by the road
side. as it seems as though she is better. 
But she cannot eat her soup and be
comes delirious again. Zampano wraps 
her up in blankets and leaves her there 
with some money and her trumpet.

Years later he is doing his act among 
some fairground buskers at the seaside 
when he hears a girl singing II Matto’s 
tune. He asks her where she learnt it. 
and she tells him of the strange woman 
who used to wander round playing the 
trumpet and never speaking until she 
died. Zampano gets drunk and quarrel
some and the film ends with him sobbing 
on the beach.

This is the gloomy talc that Giulictta

His des- 
“I can’t 

with them—but 1 love 
them”. Although officially Hashomer
Hatzair is a Marxist Leninist movement 
as well as a Zionist Chalutzic (pioneer
ing) movement, its disagreement with the 
Soviet Union over the Jewish question 
has led to several ‘deviations’ (e.g. lean
ings towards Trotsky during the Mos
cow trials, etc.), and so no streams of 
thought were foreign to us. We meticu
lously examined and debated the prose 
and cons of Bakunin, Edward Bernstein. 
Kautsky, and all the lesser saints.

★

LA STR ADA (The Rond). Directed 
by Federico Fellini. (Curzon Cinema, 
London).

Rights of Women
Mary Wollstonecraft

History of the French Revolution 
F. A. M. Mignet 

The Twenty-Fifth Hour 
Virgil Gheorghiv

Intimacy Jean-Paul Sartre 3/6
Origins of Our Time

Karl Polanyi 4/-

or direct from the publisher and editor: 
V. Mayes, 13, Bannerman Avenue, Prest- 
wich, Manchester.

• ♦ ♦
Whilst on the subject of anarchist 

activity in the Universities, mention 
should be made of a publication issued 
in Montevideo (Uruguay), by a group of 
young anarchist students, with the title 
Construir, two issues of which have so 
far appeared. Construir is a 64-page 
duplicated magazine, and an example of 
what can be done with a duplicating 
machine. Reproductions from drawings 
by Picasso, Daumier. Klee, as well as by 
the editors themselves are skilfully com
bined with the texts and various colours 
are used as backgrounds. The articles 
are a combination of original texts and 
translations from various sources. The 
publishing group is responsible for the 
whole production and we are not sur
prised to read in the second issue that 
the first issue was sold out in a few 
days. The third number will be printed 
(by the group of course!), and they give 
us a sample of what they can do with 
the cover which they have printed in 
three colours. Interested readers should 
communicate with: Pedro Scaron. 
racuarem\> 965, Montevideo, Uruguay.

With memories of the opulent 
displax of the Vienna Art Exhibition of 
1950 and of the more recent wonders of 
the Mexican Exhibition at the Tate Gal
lery. I can barely do more than merely 
congratulate the Royal Academy on 
housing what must be one of their 
nloomiest winter exhibitions.

★
a corrective I went to the Marl
borough Gallery, 19 Old Bond 

Street, where there is a good show of 
nineteenth and twentieth century French 
painting. The catalogue costs 5s.—so 
enquire for the loan copy! Here there 
are twenty-five or so painters, each with 
one, two or more works, nearly ail of 

. them good and some very fine indeed. 
One such—a Modigliani nude, and an
other. a beautiful Van Gogh still life of 
a wicker basket with oranges and lemons, 
a pair of gloves and a cypress branch: 
these, together with a pastel drawing of 
a young woman reading by Puvis de 
Chavannes. and a still life of a glass 
and a cup by Fantin La Tour are among 
the best things in a very interesting ex
hibition. which includes good examples

Now my home seems to be with you. 
Everyone belongs to somebody.

They put up one night in the barn of 
a convent, and Gclsomina proudly plays 
Il Matto's tune of the trumpet to the 
nuns while Zampano chops their wood. 
That night, still searching for a sign of 
affection from him she asks. “Why do 
you keep me?” “I have to have some
one to help in my act.” he says sleepily. 

But would vou want me even if you 
didn't?” she persists, “One should think 
about these things.” But he has gone 
to sleep. Next day. driving through 
lonely country, they meet a little car 
with a man mending a puncture. It is

ATY first impression of the Portuguese 
Art Exhibition at the Royal 

Academy was otic of gloom, and this 
unfortunate impression persists. With the 
possible exception of Gallery I which 
does contain some very interesting works 
—the exhibition is predominately a 
record of religious obsession, with the 
more fearful aspects of superstitious 
ignorance very much in evidence. There 
seems to be an almost total absence of 
real human love—true, here and there 
a vestice seems to peep through the 
general murk as with some of the works 
by a sculptor—Master Pero and his 
school: see Virgin and Child. No. 19 
and an Angel. No. 23. There is also a 
humorous and delightful stone carving 
of a Man ©n .Horseback, No. 21. and in 
the same room' there is a carved wood 
crucifixion which is possibly the best 
thing in the whole exhibition. There 
arc some fine examples of metal work 
and pottery, furniture and carpets, and 
it must therefore, be conceded that the 
organisers have attempted a large and 
varied exhibition, giving as wide a view 
of Portuguese art as they could. But 
the result is a most unhappy one. There 
is a feeling of strain and anxiety about 
the whole thing, almost as though there 
existed a doubt right from the start— 
were there enough good examples to
show, and after all. were 'they really curable and finally fatal disease, and
good? With memories of the opulent from this point, of course, our progress

becomes pretty rapid. We think of 
Beethoven’s deafness, of Schubert’s V.D., 
of Utrillo’s alcoholism, and of Dufy's 
arthritis, and so on. And of course, it’s 
just plain rubbish. No disease can paint 
a picture, nor deafness compose a sym
phony. and to imagine so is to fail com
pletely to understand the real nature of 
the creative act. That illness and suffer
ing may bring greater understanding to 
some people is fairly obvious. But great 
art is inspired art. and the act of control 
and selection which any work of art calls 
for cannot be other than hindered by 
some bodily or mental disturbance, and 
this impediment must be dealt with and 
overcome before the work can proceed 
to a triumphant conclusion.

The process by which great art comes 
into being is. I believe, similar to the 
creative impulse of the poets. Van 
Gogh’s paintings are. to me. and always 
have been, clear unequivocal statements, 
very often possessing an exhilarating 
abundance of inspirational joy so closely 
akin to that of poetry, that one feels 
that a similar creative process must he 
at work. R.S.

FREEDOM
Masina lifts into significance with her 
exquisite comic miming. Gelsomina is 
not a halfwit, but an innocent, desper
ately searching for affection and for some 
response to her desire to please, for 
recognition as a person. Her gestures 
arc so transparent and illuminative that 
you can see her mind working. Her 
pleasure as she puts her car to a tele
graph pole to hear the wires sing, her 
aplomb as she sits down to her meal in 
the cafd, her pride in displaying their 
mobile home to the nuns, her wonder 
as II Matto reveals to her that everything 
has a purpose—as though the whole 
world of conceptual thought were sud
denly opened to her. her confidential 
and searching grimaces to the idiot child, 
as though she is letting him into a secret 
that will put everything right; these are 
among the moments in the film which 
are not easily forgotten. C.W.
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The Call of the Wild. White Fang 
and The Scarlet Plague 

(in one vol.) Jack London
The Illustrated Man

Ray Bradbury 2/-
Sccond-Hand . . .

Red Rose Ethel Mannin 6/-
My Disillusionment in Russia 

Emma Goldman 8/6 
Defence of Terrorism

Leon Trotsky

AS soon as your series of articles by
C.W. on Anarchism, Zionism and 

the Kibbutz appeared I was tempted to 
write to you. as an insider, so to speak, 
having access to both the world of anar
chism and the world of the Israel collec
tive settlements—the Kibbutzim. 1 hesi
tated each week, partly to see what the 
final conclusions of C.W. would be. and 
partly through a sense of guilt, as 
Freedom arrives here ‘on the dole' (—the 
non-existence of wage labour and the 
tiny amount of "pocket cash” each 
chaver kibbutz receives precludes per
sonal subscriptions).

1 should perhaps start with a little 
personal background. 1 grew up in the 
comparatively secluded world of Mid
western Canada, in the city of Winnipeg, 
which for all its isolation had been the 
seat of the famous 1919 General Strike, 
which was aimed among other things at 
securing he recognition of “Red Russia 
and the stoppage of arms and men to 
aid the Whites. Like many another 
tradition and many a workers’ move
ment. merely the form and outer shell 
were to remain as the years went by 
even though many still consider Winni
peg the hotbed of radicalism in Canada. 

Coupled with this was a community 
of Jews, driven by persecution from East

F. Scott Fitzgerald 3/- 
Britain’s Coal 

Margot Heinemann 2/-
Colour. Race and Empire
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Postage free on all items
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27, red lion street,
LONDON, W.C. I

produced a more uncompromising story 
than La Strada. which “The Times 
described last week as “realism crowing 
on a dung-hill”. But this was not the 
impression the film left with me. for the 
sordid story is transcended by the won
derful performance of Giulietta Masina. 
the wife of the film's director, as a sort 
of tragic clown. “She's a good girl, 
says Gelsomina's destitute mother, “but 
she isn't like the others, and it s time 
she went to work”. Zampano, a scowl
ing itinerant Strong-Man (played by 
Anthony Quinn), pays her mother 10.000 
lire for her. and they take the road in 
his tricycle van. He trains her. as you 
might train an animal, to play the drum 
while he does his chain-breaking act at 
street-corners, and to go round with the 
hat

Gelsomina is pathetically pleased when 
he takes her into a cafe for a meal, and 
feels she has won his confidence, but 
he goes off with a prostitute and she sits

rJ~’O tell you all about the Kibbutz 
would require more instalments than 

C.W. himself used to develop his topic, 
so instead 1 will content myself with 
commenting on some of the inanities of 
“Blackbeard” who is a clear case of 
Jewish self-hatred if ever there was one. 
and on some of the questions which 
C.W.’s reply to him raises. Blackbeard 
reminds me of the saying that Jews are 
Humanity in extremis. It was because 
of Jews like Blackbeard that Moses 
wandered 40 years in the Sinai, so that 
the young with no knowledge of the 
fleshpots of Egypt would remain to build 
the country.

The Kibbutz movement was painstak
ingly built by the emigration before 
World War II of young idealistic Jews 
who gave up promising careers to ensure 
the ability of Israel to absorb the flotsam 
and jetsam of Adolf Hitler's rapacity. 
Israel took in after 1948 every Jew who 
hadn't a home or a penny to his name, 
and if these same refugees brought their 
ghetto mentalities with them to Israel 
and swamped the pioneering elements by 
sheer weight of numbers, can the pot 
call the kettle black? The fact that 
from these human wrecks, enough have 
been rehabilitated to create a network of *

Continued on p. *
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New Handbook on Hanging

on the kerb all night waiting for him 
until someone tells her that his motor
tricycle is on a piece of waste land down 
the road. She hurries down and picks 
flowers, and plants some tomato seeds 
until he has slept off his drunken stupor. 
They perform at a country wedding feast, 
and while the cook is getting out some 
old clothes for Zampano, the children 
take her to an idiot boy to see if 
her act will make him laugh. She wants 
to tell him of her experience, but he. 
trying on the cook's late husband's suit, 
is utterly indifferent to her as a person. 
So she says she is going back to mother. 
He ignores her. "It's because of you. 
she says. “It’s not because of the work.
I like the work. I want to be an 
artiste.”

She wanders down the road, half 
hoping he will follow her. She runs 
after a three-man band into a town 
where a great procession in honour of 
the Immaculate Conception is followed 
bv a fiesta in which she is fascinated by 
the tightrope walker (Richard Basehart). 
She gets drunk and is picked up at mid
night by the impassive Zampano with 
his tri-car. They join a little circus 
where again she is drawn to II Matto. 
the tightrope walker who plays a plain
tive tune on a tov violin. The two men • 
fight and Zampano is locked up in jail. 
The circus moves on and Gelsomina is 
asked to go with it. What shall she 
do?

“I'm no use to anyone.” she sobs to
II Matto. "What is the point of my 
living?” “What.” he asks, “will Zam
pano do when he comes out. and finds 
you gone? He wouldn't keep you un
less you were of some use. Perhaps he 
loves you; poor thing? If you don't 
stay with him who would?” He picks 
up a stone. "Everything in the world 
serves some purpose. Take this stone. 
It has some use. If it hadn't, then every
thing is useless—even the stars.” So 
Geisomina fondles the stone marvelling 
at its usefulness, and waits for Zampano 
to come out of jail. “They asked me to 
go with them,” she tells him. “Why 
didn't you?” he asks. She looks at her 
stone and helps him on with his coat. 
“Once all I wanted was to go home.

see nau ninis awui uic imi. auu 
the rich queue in the West End to see 
good films about the poor.” This was 
the London cinema scene when, in the 
post-war years the masterpieces of the 
Italian “neo-realist” film-makers arrived 
here. The phrase recalls to mind films 
like Rossellini's Open City. Paisa, and 
The Miracle. Zampa's Inw in Pace. 
Castcllani's Due Soldi di Speranza. and 
de Sica's Sciuscia, Bicycle Thieves, 
Miracle at Milan and Umberto D.

What, apart from the rather tenden
tious definitions of neo-realism by Cesare 
Zavattini. was the common denominator 
of these films? It is not simply the use of 
naturalistic backgrounds, and frequently 
of non-professional players, nor the 
element of social criticism and social 
satire, nor even their refusal to com
promise with the box-office demand for 
an “un-true” happy ending. Their com
mon factor was simply their human sym
pathy and compassion, and the evident 
belief of their makers that the lives of 
the poor and the dispossessed evoke 
these qualities more readily than the 
usual subjects of film drama.

The neo-realist movement so far as 
the Italian film industry is concerned has 
probably passed its peak, but it never

by Bonnard. Picasso. Matisse. Gris, 
Pisarro. Sislev and many others. The 
Van Gogh is unusually lovely—quiet 
and calm and glowing with colour of a 
quality that all the best Van Goghs have. 

There is to-day a tendency on the part 
of some critics to pretend to see in Van 
Gogh’s work clear signs of his approach
ing insanity. One critic has already 
stated with regard to this particular 
work that it has—“a profoundly disturb
ing quality”—and after dating it as 
having been painted between two break
downs which occurred within a few 
weeks of each other in 1889. goes on to 
state, “that the gloves are too full of the 
hands that have left them, the cypress 
leaves already’ quiver in the wind that 
is soon to turn into flames”. Now this 
desire on the part of some critics to play 
the amateur psychiatric sleuth with Van 
Gogh's paintings is really rather silly, 
and I suppose is only indulged in be
cause of the aura of omnipercipicnce 
which such observations might be ex
pected to confer. It is not useful criti
cism. in fact it only assists to perpetuate 
the rapidly growing legend that Van 
Gogh was only the painter he was be
cause of his madness. In the same way 
I have seen it suggested that Kathleen 
Ferrier’s beauty of voice was due to her 
being the unsuspecting victim of an in-
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One of the most humiliating punish
ments imposed by the British in India 
were the whipping orders (now intro
duced in Cyprus by General Harding to 
deal with rebellious schoolboys). Though 
it is eight years since the British with
drew from India, it was only last week 
that the Indian Lower House of Parlia
ment passed a bill abolishing punishment 
by whipping. The bill has already been 
passed by the Upper House and now 
goes to the President for formal assent.

willingly.
economic
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The Progress of a Deficit Fund is 
not a Begging Bowl a la Horizon, 
meant to supplement the modest 
fees paid to contributors for their 
work. No-one is paid on Freedom. 
The appeal for funds is to cover the 
losses incurred on the printing of 
the paper. Either our readers must 
find us 1500 more readers or we are 
obliged to appeal to those interested 
in the continuation of our work for 
£800 (S2.300) a year to cover our 
printing deficit. We would prefer 
the 1500 new readers but until they 
are forthcoming we rely on money 
contributions to carry on.

We think we have given proof of 
our good faith and willingness to 
keep the paper alive: in October we 
printed the 500th issue of Freedom. 
With the goodwill and enthusiasm 
of our readers, and the collaboration 
of those who have, who do, and who 
should, contribute to the columns of 
Freedom, there is every reason why 
we should look forward with confi
dence to the next five hundred 
issues!

The specific discoveries of science are 
to a large degree devoted to uses which 
are against the interests of the majority 
of people, such as preparation for 
nuclear warfare, and the elimination of 
this can only come about as a result of 
a radical change in the structure of 
society as a whole. The part which can 
he played directly by an individual 
scientist in the process is minute, but the 
development of science can be influenced 
to a large extent by public feeling.

In order that this may take place in a 
beneficial way there are two necessary 
requirements. Firstly a knowledge of 
what scientists are doing should be as

swindled—which is always unpopular. 
But happily there are extenuating circum
stances.

The point may well be this: the his
tory books have not really been written 
correctly—they are biased in favour of 
the star performers who apparently made 
all the decisions and overcame all the 
troubles. In actual fact the wars have 
always been fought by representatives of 
the majority, and the industrial revolu
tions have been “worked-at” by the in
dustrious many, and the earth has been 
cultivated by millions of people, and 
houses have been built by hundreds and 
thousands of other people, and . . 
on. And that's the horrible truth.

Every now and again one has ventured 
to suggest to the uninitiated that they 
should consider at least a small part of 
this “historical theory”, but for some 
reason they listen but do not want to 
hear. Often they agree that there is 
some son of a fraud afoot, but take the 
view that they would rather be swindled 
than lose their television sets. Some of 
them want to be dukes and princesses, 
so they hardly listen at all. A very 
intelligent professor once told us it was 
all an historical process over which 
nobody had any control, but that it was 
leading to an inevitable conclusion. 
Possibly he was referring to the hydrogen 
bomb or marxism or something.

Surely it must all be too ridiculous to 
last for ever.

pOR once in the year we trust we 
shall be forgiven for abandon

ing the burning topics of the day, 
or for resisting the temptation of 
sticking out our necks for execution 
by the watchdogs of nineteenth cen
tury anarchist orthodoxy . . . and de
scending instead to a discussion of 
such mundane matters as money. 
Not the money system, which is far 
from being a simple matter deserv
ing discussion in these columns but 
once a year, but the relation of 
money to the continued publication 
of Freedom! Week by week one 
small part of our financial difficul
ties has been told in “Progress of a 
Deficit” (the most regular and con
sistent feature of our paper), and 
this year, unlike last year, the deficit 
has never been converted into a sur
plus. With only three more issues 
to the end of the year we need £170 
if we are not to start 1956 with a 
financial hangover from 1955 to add 
to the debts we have accumulated in 
past years and which we are paying- 
off as and when we can.

FREEDOM needs 
more readers and 

more funds 
URGENTLY!

€
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250 odd kibbutzim with a membership 
(adult) of nearly 80,000 is no mean 
task. In biting the hand that feeds by 
slandering all that is finest in his own 
country. Blackbeard reveals the sickness 
of his own mind. There are no 14 mil
lion Israelis “hankering to get exit 
visas”. Despite economic hardship 30.000 
new emigrants come to Israel every year. 
That the Jews of the Americas should 
tax themselves to help absorb this tre
mendous influx of destitute people is no 
crime; their help is given voluntarily and 

Israel's economic plan is for 
independence by 1960. Of 

course the tremendous sums needed for 
defence against 40.000.000 half-starved 
Arabs, incited by their feudal masters to 
plunder and pillage as a distraction from 
corruption and exploitation at home,* 
are a terrible drain on the constructive 
development projects. If there were 
peace in the Middle East Israel could be 
self-supporting to-day.

I do not say that Israel is Utopia, or 
that bureaucracy is non-existent, or that 
there are not chauvinistic elements 
among the Jews, but above all. one must 
distinguish the wood from the trees; see 
how Israel has solved (for those who live 
there) the Jewish Problem, how of late 
the Kibbutz is still prospering, and 
indeed experiencing a renaissance, in 
the efforts to create bonds of friend
ship between Jews and Arabs in Israel, 
as a bridge to those progressive elements 
in the Arab countries who can and must 
overthrow their reactionary feudal re
gimes.

Blackheard. instead of residing in the

vyTHEN several years ago a survey 
was taken of the attitudes of 

American scientists towards the mass of 
security regulations which were being im
posed upon them it was found that even 
among those directly concerned with 
production relevant to war economy 
about half were opposed to such pre
cautions. on the grounds that they inter
fered with the traditional idea that scien
tific knowledge should be shared. This 
was at a time when the anti-communist 
drive was at its peak, and opinion among 
Americans in general was far more re
actionary. This idea, that knowledge 
which may have potentialities for the 
increase of human happiness should not 
be kept private is one which everyone 
with libertarian ideas will approve of. 
and is in marked contrast to prevailing 
ideas of private property in material 
possessions. The mistrust of secrecy 
among scientists, together with a vague 
feeling of internationalism, has its roots 
in the nature of scientific thought.

Although scientific thought is as old 
as the human race itself, it is only with
in the last century or two that it has 
come to occupy such a prominent posi
tion, not just in the minds of a small 
circle of learned men, but in the minds 
of everyone. When this process began, 
the scientific world was thrust into sharp 
conflict with the existing religious system. 
The immediate examples which spring 
to mind are Darwinian theory of evolu
tion and scientific estimates of the age 
of the earth, but behind them lay the 
all-important differences in approach. 
While religion asserted that natural oc
currences were in the control of a 
supreme being, who dealt with them 
more or less as he chose, the assump
tions on which scientists worked were 
that happenings in nature were in 
accordance with a few general laws, 
which could be discovered and compre
hended by men. The truth of the latter 
idea seems now so obvious that even 
sections of the church have modified 
their doctrines to fit in with it. but at 
thaf time it was quite revolutionary.

Now the power of the church has de
clined in many parts of the world, and 
where it still flourishes it is as a weapon 
of political fascism, but the state itself 
is taking over many of its former attri
butes, and in several places is carrying

on the conflict with science. However, 
the situation has changed greatly in the 
course of the last century. Nowadays 
everyday life, both on the individual and 
on the collective level, is permeated by 
the use of scientific discoveries to such 
an extent that a government which tries 
to prevent or disturb the functioning of 
scientific research often finds itself in 
dire trouble. The Nazis found this when 
after having eliminated their opponents 
from the scientific world and imposed 
their irrational theories on it, the chaos 
in German science grew so great that 
under the stress of war some of the 
expelled scientists had to be forcibly 
replaced in their old jobs. In recent 
years the rise and decay of the Lysenko 
theory in the Soviet Union has provided 
an example of the way in which a 
theory satisfactory to a particular ideo
logy had to be dropped on the grounds 
that it simply didn't work.

It is because science deals with facts, 
and their rational relationships with each 
other, and leaves a minimum of room 
for subjective interpretation, that the 
effects of authoritarian repression, and 
the benefits of mutuality and sharing are 
very obvious. This should be welcomed 
by libertarians, as giving an illustration 
in miniature of the truth of their 
opinions that with regard to society in 
general, the imposition of authority dis
turbs its natural functioning in a detri
mental way, rather than increasing its 
efficiency. At the same time the close 
integration of science with society pro
vides a brake to limit the extent to which 
a government can restrict freedom with
out jeojardising its own safety.

J.C.S.* 5/-:

3 
widespread as possible, and secondly, the 
libertarian implications of science should 
be made clear.

Seventy years ago. rational material
ists as well as Marxists thought that be
cause of its concern with facts and rat
ionality, the development and diffusion 
of scientific knowledge would inevitably 
lead to the downfall of capitalism and 
the triumph of the workers’ revolution. 
Their optimism has been proved mis
placed. in view of the obstacles which 
the various governmental systems have 
been able to raise to impede and pre
vent science from playing such a role. 
The clearing away of these obstacles re
presents an avenue of approach to a 
freer society which deserves the fullest 
exploration. PH.

A CAREFUL study of one's school
room history books must inevitablv 

lead to the conclusion that “history was 
made” by remarkably few people. A 
few important kings and princes, a duke 
here and there, several prime ministers 
and of course a queen every now and 
then. Needless to say there was hardly 
any history made by other nations than 
England—this much is obvious from the 
books.

It may seem extraordinary to the un
initiated that so many other people were 
doing so little towards history-making, 
and were content to sit on the sidelines 
observing the monarchs and premiers. 
On occasion of course, some of them 
were dragged into the process of what is 
loosely called evolution, usually with the 
direst consequences to themselves—and 
afterwards their relatives and friends 
would retire hastily to the seclusion of 
their particular sideline.

In the light of these facts, and particu
larly since the commencement of the 
era of psychology”, (the ego and all

that), one might have supposed that the 
fairly large majority of the population 
(i.e. those who are not included amongst 
the princes and dukes), would have 
caught on to the fact that they were not 
getting the best out of themselves and 
nothing out of the others.

At this point however, one must in all 
fairness put the other point of view, 
(hough it is hard to do so. for it is almost 
like telling everyone that th.-v hive been

are rather proud of the fact 
that we manage to publish a 

weekly journal, as well as books and 
pamphlets, run an office and a book
shop on what a nameless contem
porary in this country (like ourselves 
in the wilderness), pays in salaries 
alone to its editorial and and admin
istrative staff. But there is a limit 
to what you can do on a shoestring. 
We are not unlike the man with the 
donkey who each day gave him a i 
little less to eat; and when he was | 
congratulating himself on the fact 
that he had reached the point where 
he had stopped feeding him alto
gether. the donkey dropped dead. 
Each year we are carrying over a 
few more debts, and being bom 
optimists we think something will 
happen, some ship will come home, 
which will allow us to make a fresh 
stan. And in the meantime we take 
on new commitments in publishing 
—Freedom Press publications list 
of nearly fifty titles, is proof of this. 
But these ventures are financed with 
our time and our optimism . . . and 
your support both as readers of this 
journal and of our publications as 
well as contributors to the Fund 
which aims at balancing the losses 
incurred in the publication of 
Freedom.

of seeking your welfare ... are working 
relentlessly for your ruin.”

It has been pointed out by The 
Times correspondent that Roman 
Catholic intervention may have a 
profound effect on developments in 
the dispute. In the West of Scot
land where

the clash of religious ideology is 
keen, and where Roman Catholicism 
stands to Protestantism in a rough ratio 

may nowof one to three, much confusion 
result in the strikers’ ranks.”

The observations made by the 
Church about the Communist Party 
are, in our view, probably correct. 
We all know the political consider
ations that influence Party members 
when industrial disputes arise. But 
the tactics adopted-by the Poman 
Catholic Church wholly concerned 
in maintaining its power and privi
lege, are often indistinguishable 
from the Communist Party.

No industrial dispute is ever en
tirely free from sectarian influence, 
which very often causes workers to 
rail in the achievement of their 
l-mited ends. The workers them
selves have a tendency to be finally 
influenced by an emotional appeal 
from their political party or religious 
group to the detriment of the indus
trial struggle. Both the Catholic 
Church and the Communist Party 
are struggling for the minds of men 
and if they can reach them through 
a feigned interest in their day to 
day problems their influence will be 
that much greater. Both these 
organisations have supported and 
opposed strikes in the interests of 
expediency, but the trouble with 
most workers is that their memories 
are too short and their patience over
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’slums’ which exist in .------
could go and live in a Kibbutz where 
his children would receive absolutely the 
best care to be found in the world (as 
attested by numerous social scientists and 
investigating teams). He gives no rea
sons for not joining other than the high 
prices he has to pay for vegetables (of 
which the kibbutz gets perhaps 20 per 
cent.). When he says that the kibbutzim 
on the borders, in the most exposed posi
tions, whose members risk their lives 
daily to protect Black beard and his ilk 
in Tel-Aviv, have a vested interested in 
the conflict with Arabs, well then my 
blood begins to boil.

As for C.W.’s questions: (1) Most re
liable sources believe that Egypt and her 
cohorts will start a second round as soon 
as they have received all thev were 
promised by the Czechs. (2) The mili
tary higher-ups are not of the terrorist 
stripe but men of the same traditions as 
those on which the Kibbutz movement 
grew up. (3) The new government cen
tred around the three workers' parties 
Mapai, Mapam. and Achout Avoda 
(each with its own kibbutz movement), is 
clearly level-headed, desires peace above 
all. and is supported by the great major
ity in the country. These kibbutzic 
parties will also work to increase the 
prestige and strength of the kibbutz 
movement against the speculators and 
religious bigots, and will also extend the 
hand of friendship to the Arab com
munity in a truly bi-igtional effort for 
all their brethren across the frontiers to 
see. (4) the Histadruth is based upon 
the Jewish workers. If ever the Hista
druth tries to enforce State Capitalism 
on the workers their inherent syndicalist 
good sense will make itself apparent, as 
it has done on previous occasions (the 
Israeli Seamen’s Strike of 1950 for 
example). (5) There is no longer a de
cline of the kibbutzim, but rather an 
advance as their vanguard tasks and 
achievements are being recognised in this 
hour of peril. The new settlements are 
evolving newer forms as is to be expec
ted. but the inherent creativity, the de
veloped sense of voluntarism, the collec
tive strength, all of which have helped 
the kibbutz movement to weather the 
storm of derision, official neglect and dis
crimination in the past, will now carry 
it to new heights of achievement on a 
national and an individual scale. 
Kibbutz Gal-on, 
Chof Ascalon, 
Israel. 22/11/55.

The Church in Industrial Disputes
'pHE fact that the Catholic organ

isation of trade unionists in this
country does not approximate the
influence wielded by Catholic
Unions on the Continent must be a
source of regret to Church leaders.
The need therefore, for pulpit
guidance becomes, in the view of
the hierarchy, doubly important.
So that Catholic religious teaching
is only one aspect of influence and
propaganda, which ranges from
birth-control to strike action.

The recent strike of 7.500 Rolls-
Royce workers in Scotland (discuss
ed elsewhere in this issue), has
stimulated the Catholic Church into
verbal action which may have con
siderable influence on the strike and
serve to divide the men. This is
obviously what the Church intends.
In spite of public knowledge that
both Communist and Catholic are
represented in the leadership and
among the strikers the Church is
deliberately attempting to smear the
strike as wholly Communist inspir
ed. in the hope no doubt that Catho
lics will withdraw their support.
The fear that working class inter
ests will take permanent precedence
over allegiance to the Church is one
which is constantly facing the lead
ers of the Church. It faced them in
France when many of the Worker
Priests found themselves drifting
from the precincts of the Church.
when contact with the realities of
everyday life made them question
the teachings of the Church.

There is no doubt that the present
Rolls-Royce strike has them wor
ried. In a pastoral letter read at all
Church services in the diocese of
Glasgow the first frontal attack on
Communist influence on the strike
was made: —

“There are in our midst certain people
who make it their profession and busi
ness to promote class war and to stir up
strikes in factories, regardless of the in
evitable misery they cause in ever widen
ing circles. We do not hesitate to name
these people. They are the Communist
Party . . . This Godless and immoral
organisation . . . who under the pretence
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Icctual life of the movement to appeal 
to me. Indeed a new world began to 
open up before me. 1 read Hegel, Marx. 
Lenin. Trotsky, etc., to acquaint myself 
with the development of ideas, to under
stand the forces at work in the world 
shaping man's destiny, and I came to 
believe in the possibility of creating a 
life based on my ideals as an example 
for the whole world to follow.

Also in this period came my first 
contact with anarchism, from a shaliach 
(youth leader emissary) from Montreal 
who subscribed to Resistance. 
cription of the anarchists was. 
really agree

In spite of the many casualties among 
the international libertarian Press (and we 
have just learned with regret that our 
American contemporary Resistance will 
probably this month publish its last 
issue), anarchists are not deterred by 
these apparent “signs of the times”, and 
quite rightly! As one journal disap
pears another springs up to take its 
place. This month from Manchester 
comes the first issue of The University 
Libertarian, subtitled as “An Independ
ent Journal of University Anarchism”.

We feel sure that the University Liber
tarian will be successful. It contains 
interesting materia! (by contributors 
familiar to Freedom readers: Tony Gib
son, Herbert Read. Colin Ward and 
Geoffrey Ostergaard as well as by less 
familiar names). It is printed, and the 
lay-out is attractive, and what is particu
larly important the editor strikes one as 
having clearly in his mind the public he 
is seeking to reach and how to approach 
it. We hope Freedom readers will sup
port this venture, by obtaining copies for 
themselves and also introducing it into 
the universities, among teachers and pro
fessional people. Copies of The Uni
versity Libertarian are obtainable price 
lid, post free from Freedom Bookshop

9 fts 
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and Central Europe, who brought with 
them to the new world the richness of 
their cultural life; the Yiddish Kihilla 
of Winnipeg creating almost spontan
eously its community choirs, theatrical 
groups, schools and of course the numer
ous trends of radical and revolutionary 
thought. Truth to tell, the great major
ity at the time were either Bnndists (be
lievers in national emancipation and 
autonomy within whatever country Jews 
found themselves), and the Communists, 
believers in assimilation and internation- z 
alism, abolition of Jews and the Jewish 
Problem together ‘in our time'. There 
were also the intellectuals and workers 
who supported Ber Borochov's Poale- 
Zion (Workers of Zion—the first Zionist 
Socialist party).

In this milieu I and my generation 
grew up. went to a parochial school 
(half-day Yiddish, half-day English), read 
the newspapers of the various parties 
and were stimulated to think and delve 
deeply into the problems of the day. 
The second World War added fuel to 
the fire and the plight of our brethren 
in the Warsaw Ghetto touched each one 
of our lives very personally. Each of 
us by the age of 12 had firm political 
convictions, would help campaign for 
'our' party during elections, or would 
join the various Youth Branches of the 

I existing parties. Just one movement 
stuck out as strange, and this was the 
Hashomer Hatzair which claimed to be 
a youth movement without any adult 
direction. It was smaller than the other 
clubs, but everyone know it had a de
voted membership, and made up in spirit 
and devotion what it lacked in numbers. 
After changing my ‘fixed’ political opin
ion several times. 1 was finally inveigled 
into coming in to the activity of Hash
omer Hatzair and immediately felt that 
here was something new! My first at
traction was on an emotional level—to 

I sit together. 40 or 50 friends, arms on 
I shoulders, in a dark room, with only a 
I small candle casting shadows on all the 
I faces, singing the songs of Zion. It was 
I a strange and beautiful new world, a 

world that gave us the chance to be 
I masters of our own fates, to establish 
I the brotherhood of man in our own 
I collective settlement. Arthur Koestler 
I in his book Thieves in the Night descri- 
I bed the members of Hashomer Hatzair 
I as a mixture of revolutionary and hassid. 
I (A hassid was a Jew who negated strict 
I observance of the Law. and instead 
I danced and sang his praise of God 

ecstatically). Only later was the intel-

11 Matto, and in another fight Zampano 
kills him. Gclsomina stands by horri
fied. and all she does in the next few 
days is to whimper, "II Matto is hurl. 
Zampano shows some belated tender
ness, they make some soup by the road
side. as it seems as though she is better. 
But she cannot eat her soup and be
comes delirious again. Zampano wraps 
her up in blankets and leaves her there 
with some money and her trumpet.

Years later he is doing his act among 
some fairground buskers at the seaside 
when he hears a girl singing II Matto’s 
tune. He asks her where she learnt it. 
and she tells him of the strange woman 
who used to wander round playing the 
trumpet and never speaking until she 
died. Zampano gets drunk and quarrel
some and the film ends with him sobbing 
on the beach.

This is the gloomy talc that Giulictta

His des- 
“I can’t 

with them—but 1 love 
them”. Although officially Hashomer
Hatzair is a Marxist Leninist movement 
as well as a Zionist Chalutzic (pioneer
ing) movement, its disagreement with the 
Soviet Union over the Jewish question 
has led to several ‘deviations’ (e.g. lean
ings towards Trotsky during the Mos
cow trials, etc.), and so no streams of 
thought were foreign to us. We meticu
lously examined and debated the prose 
and cons of Bakunin, Edward Bernstein. 
Kautsky, and all the lesser saints.

★

LA STR ADA (The Rond). Directed 
by Federico Fellini. (Curzon Cinema, 
London).

Rights of Women
Mary Wollstonecraft

History of the French Revolution 
F. A. M. Mignet 

The Twenty-Fifth Hour 
Virgil Gheorghiv

Intimacy Jean-Paul Sartre 3/6
Origins of Our Time

Karl Polanyi 4/-

or direct from the publisher and editor: 
V. Mayes, 13, Bannerman Avenue, Prest- 
wich, Manchester.

• ♦ ♦
Whilst on the subject of anarchist 

activity in the Universities, mention 
should be made of a publication issued 
in Montevideo (Uruguay), by a group of 
young anarchist students, with the title 
Construir, two issues of which have so 
far appeared. Construir is a 64-page 
duplicated magazine, and an example of 
what can be done with a duplicating 
machine. Reproductions from drawings 
by Picasso, Daumier. Klee, as well as by 
the editors themselves are skilfully com
bined with the texts and various colours 
are used as backgrounds. The articles 
are a combination of original texts and 
translations from various sources. The 
publishing group is responsible for the 
whole production and we are not sur
prised to read in the second issue that 
the first issue was sold out in a few 
days. The third number will be printed 
(by the group of course!), and they give 
us a sample of what they can do with 
the cover which they have printed in 
three colours. Interested readers should 
communicate with: Pedro Scaron. 
racuarem\> 965, Montevideo, Uruguay.

With memories of the opulent 
displax of the Vienna Art Exhibition of 
1950 and of the more recent wonders of 
the Mexican Exhibition at the Tate Gal
lery. I can barely do more than merely 
congratulate the Royal Academy on 
housing what must be one of their 
nloomiest winter exhibitions.

★
a corrective I went to the Marl
borough Gallery, 19 Old Bond 

Street, where there is a good show of 
nineteenth and twentieth century French 
painting. The catalogue costs 5s.—so 
enquire for the loan copy! Here there 
are twenty-five or so painters, each with 
one, two or more works, nearly ail of 

. them good and some very fine indeed. 
One such—a Modigliani nude, and an
other. a beautiful Van Gogh still life of 
a wicker basket with oranges and lemons, 
a pair of gloves and a cypress branch: 
these, together with a pastel drawing of 
a young woman reading by Puvis de 
Chavannes. and a still life of a glass 
and a cup by Fantin La Tour are among 
the best things in a very interesting ex
hibition. which includes good examples

Now my home seems to be with you. 
Everyone belongs to somebody.

They put up one night in the barn of 
a convent, and Gclsomina proudly plays 
Il Matto's tune of the trumpet to the 
nuns while Zampano chops their wood. 
That night, still searching for a sign of 
affection from him she asks. “Why do 
you keep me?” “I have to have some
one to help in my act.” he says sleepily. 

But would vou want me even if you 
didn't?” she persists, “One should think 
about these things.” But he has gone 
to sleep. Next day. driving through 
lonely country, they meet a little car 
with a man mending a puncture. It is

ATY first impression of the Portuguese 
Art Exhibition at the Royal 

Academy was otic of gloom, and this 
unfortunate impression persists. With the 
possible exception of Gallery I which 
does contain some very interesting works 
—the exhibition is predominately a 
record of religious obsession, with the 
more fearful aspects of superstitious 
ignorance very much in evidence. There 
seems to be an almost total absence of 
real human love—true, here and there 
a vestice seems to peep through the 
general murk as with some of the works 
by a sculptor—Master Pero and his 
school: see Virgin and Child. No. 19 
and an Angel. No. 23. There is also a 
humorous and delightful stone carving 
of a Man ©n .Horseback, No. 21. and in 
the same room' there is a carved wood 
crucifixion which is possibly the best 
thing in the whole exhibition. There 
arc some fine examples of metal work 
and pottery, furniture and carpets, and 
it must therefore, be conceded that the 
organisers have attempted a large and 
varied exhibition, giving as wide a view 
of Portuguese art as they could. But 
the result is a most unhappy one. There 
is a feeling of strain and anxiety about 
the whole thing, almost as though there 
existed a doubt right from the start— 
were there enough good examples to
show, and after all. were 'they really curable and finally fatal disease, and
good? With memories of the opulent from this point, of course, our progress

becomes pretty rapid. We think of 
Beethoven’s deafness, of Schubert’s V.D., 
of Utrillo’s alcoholism, and of Dufy's 
arthritis, and so on. And of course, it’s 
just plain rubbish. No disease can paint 
a picture, nor deafness compose a sym
phony. and to imagine so is to fail com
pletely to understand the real nature of 
the creative act. That illness and suffer
ing may bring greater understanding to 
some people is fairly obvious. But great 
art is inspired art. and the act of control 
and selection which any work of art calls 
for cannot be other than hindered by 
some bodily or mental disturbance, and 
this impediment must be dealt with and 
overcome before the work can proceed 
to a triumphant conclusion.

The process by which great art comes 
into being is. I believe, similar to the 
creative impulse of the poets. Van 
Gogh’s paintings are. to me. and always 
have been, clear unequivocal statements, 
very often possessing an exhilarating 
abundance of inspirational joy so closely 
akin to that of poetry, that one feels 
that a similar creative process must he 
at work. R.S.

FREEDOM
Masina lifts into significance with her 
exquisite comic miming. Gelsomina is 
not a halfwit, but an innocent, desper
ately searching for affection and for some 
response to her desire to please, for 
recognition as a person. Her gestures 
arc so transparent and illuminative that 
you can see her mind working. Her 
pleasure as she puts her car to a tele
graph pole to hear the wires sing, her 
aplomb as she sits down to her meal in 
the cafd, her pride in displaying their 
mobile home to the nuns, her wonder 
as II Matto reveals to her that everything 
has a purpose—as though the whole 
world of conceptual thought were sud
denly opened to her. her confidential 
and searching grimaces to the idiot child, 
as though she is letting him into a secret 
that will put everything right; these are 
among the moments in the film which 
are not easily forgotten. C.W.

Savage Paris
Reprints . .

Gandhi: His Life & Message 
for the World Louis Fischer 
The Greek Way to Western 
Civilization Edith Hamilton
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Leon Trotsky

AS soon as your series of articles by
C.W. on Anarchism, Zionism and 

the Kibbutz appeared I was tempted to 
write to you. as an insider, so to speak, 
having access to both the world of anar
chism and the world of the Israel collec
tive settlements—the Kibbutzim. 1 hesi
tated each week, partly to see what the 
final conclusions of C.W. would be. and 
partly through a sense of guilt, as 
Freedom arrives here ‘on the dole' (—the 
non-existence of wage labour and the 
tiny amount of "pocket cash” each 
chaver kibbutz receives precludes per
sonal subscriptions).

1 should perhaps start with a little 
personal background. 1 grew up in the 
comparatively secluded world of Mid
western Canada, in the city of Winnipeg, 
which for all its isolation had been the 
seat of the famous 1919 General Strike, 
which was aimed among other things at 
securing he recognition of “Red Russia 
and the stoppage of arms and men to 
aid the Whites. Like many another 
tradition and many a workers’ move
ment. merely the form and outer shell 
were to remain as the years went by 
even though many still consider Winni
peg the hotbed of radicalism in Canada. 

Coupled with this was a community 
of Jews, driven by persecution from East

F. Scott Fitzgerald 3/- 
Britain’s Coal 

Margot Heinemann 2/-
Colour. Race and Empire

A. G. Russell 2/6 
Empire or Democracy 

Leonard Barnes 2/6 
The Industrial Revolution of the
l-8th Century in England

Arnold Toynbee 4/6
The Last Civilian Ernst Glaeser 3/6

Postage free on all items
Obtainable from

27, red lion street,
LONDON, W.C. I

produced a more uncompromising story 
than La Strada. which “The Times 
described last week as “realism crowing 
on a dung-hill”. But this was not the 
impression the film left with me. for the 
sordid story is transcended by the won
derful performance of Giulietta Masina. 
the wife of the film's director, as a sort 
of tragic clown. “She's a good girl, 
says Gelsomina's destitute mother, “but 
she isn't like the others, and it s time 
she went to work”. Zampano, a scowl
ing itinerant Strong-Man (played by 
Anthony Quinn), pays her mother 10.000 
lire for her. and they take the road in 
his tricycle van. He trains her. as you 
might train an animal, to play the drum 
while he does his chain-breaking act at 
street-corners, and to go round with the 
hat

Gelsomina is pathetically pleased when 
he takes her into a cafe for a meal, and 
feels she has won his confidence, but 
he goes off with a prostitute and she sits

rJ~’O tell you all about the Kibbutz 
would require more instalments than 

C.W. himself used to develop his topic, 
so instead 1 will content myself with 
commenting on some of the inanities of 
“Blackbeard” who is a clear case of 
Jewish self-hatred if ever there was one. 
and on some of the questions which 
C.W.’s reply to him raises. Blackbeard 
reminds me of the saying that Jews are 
Humanity in extremis. It was because 
of Jews like Blackbeard that Moses 
wandered 40 years in the Sinai, so that 
the young with no knowledge of the 
fleshpots of Egypt would remain to build 
the country.

The Kibbutz movement was painstak
ingly built by the emigration before 
World War II of young idealistic Jews 
who gave up promising careers to ensure 
the ability of Israel to absorb the flotsam 
and jetsam of Adolf Hitler's rapacity. 
Israel took in after 1948 every Jew who 
hadn't a home or a penny to his name, 
and if these same refugees brought their 
ghetto mentalities with them to Israel 
and swamped the pioneering elements by 
sheer weight of numbers, can the pot 
call the kettle black? The fact that 
from these human wrecks, enough have 
been rehabilitated to create a network of *

Continued on p. *
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on the kerb all night waiting for him 
until someone tells her that his motor
tricycle is on a piece of waste land down 
the road. She hurries down and picks 
flowers, and plants some tomato seeds 
until he has slept off his drunken stupor. 
They perform at a country wedding feast, 
and while the cook is getting out some 
old clothes for Zampano, the children 
take her to an idiot boy to see if 
her act will make him laugh. She wants 
to tell him of her experience, but he. 
trying on the cook's late husband's suit, 
is utterly indifferent to her as a person. 
So she says she is going back to mother. 
He ignores her. "It's because of you. 
she says. “It’s not because of the work.
I like the work. I want to be an 
artiste.”

She wanders down the road, half 
hoping he will follow her. She runs 
after a three-man band into a town 
where a great procession in honour of 
the Immaculate Conception is followed 
bv a fiesta in which she is fascinated by 
the tightrope walker (Richard Basehart). 
She gets drunk and is picked up at mid
night by the impassive Zampano with 
his tri-car. They join a little circus 
where again she is drawn to II Matto. 
the tightrope walker who plays a plain
tive tune on a tov violin. The two men • 
fight and Zampano is locked up in jail. 
The circus moves on and Gelsomina is 
asked to go with it. What shall she 
do?

“I'm no use to anyone.” she sobs to
II Matto. "What is the point of my 
living?” “What.” he asks, “will Zam
pano do when he comes out. and finds 
you gone? He wouldn't keep you un
less you were of some use. Perhaps he 
loves you; poor thing? If you don't 
stay with him who would?” He picks 
up a stone. "Everything in the world 
serves some purpose. Take this stone. 
It has some use. If it hadn't, then every
thing is useless—even the stars.” So 
Geisomina fondles the stone marvelling 
at its usefulness, and waits for Zampano 
to come out of jail. “They asked me to 
go with them,” she tells him. “Why 
didn't you?” he asks. She looks at her 
stone and helps him on with his coat. 
“Once all I wanted was to go home.

see nau ninis awui uic imi. auu 
the rich queue in the West End to see 
good films about the poor.” This was 
the London cinema scene when, in the 
post-war years the masterpieces of the 
Italian “neo-realist” film-makers arrived 
here. The phrase recalls to mind films 
like Rossellini's Open City. Paisa, and 
The Miracle. Zampa's Inw in Pace. 
Castcllani's Due Soldi di Speranza. and 
de Sica's Sciuscia, Bicycle Thieves, 
Miracle at Milan and Umberto D.

What, apart from the rather tenden
tious definitions of neo-realism by Cesare 
Zavattini. was the common denominator 
of these films? It is not simply the use of 
naturalistic backgrounds, and frequently 
of non-professional players, nor the 
element of social criticism and social 
satire, nor even their refusal to com
promise with the box-office demand for 
an “un-true” happy ending. Their com
mon factor was simply their human sym
pathy and compassion, and the evident 
belief of their makers that the lives of 
the poor and the dispossessed evoke 
these qualities more readily than the 
usual subjects of film drama.

The neo-realist movement so far as 
the Italian film industry is concerned has 
probably passed its peak, but it never

by Bonnard. Picasso. Matisse. Gris, 
Pisarro. Sislev and many others. The 
Van Gogh is unusually lovely—quiet 
and calm and glowing with colour of a 
quality that all the best Van Goghs have. 

There is to-day a tendency on the part 
of some critics to pretend to see in Van 
Gogh’s work clear signs of his approach
ing insanity. One critic has already 
stated with regard to this particular 
work that it has—“a profoundly disturb
ing quality”—and after dating it as 
having been painted between two break
downs which occurred within a few 
weeks of each other in 1889. goes on to 
state, “that the gloves are too full of the 
hands that have left them, the cypress 
leaves already’ quiver in the wind that 
is soon to turn into flames”. Now this 
desire on the part of some critics to play 
the amateur psychiatric sleuth with Van 
Gogh's paintings is really rather silly, 
and I suppose is only indulged in be
cause of the aura of omnipercipicnce 
which such observations might be ex
pected to confer. It is not useful criti
cism. in fact it only assists to perpetuate 
the rapidly growing legend that Van 
Gogh was only the painter he was be
cause of his madness. In the same way 
I have seen it suggested that Kathleen 
Ferrier’s beauty of voice was due to her 
being the unsuspecting victim of an in-

lit- ov I 14

S
'WHEN

Vol. 16. No. 50. December 10. 1955

MONEY

★ It Was About Time

V

The Kibbutz, Israel & Politics
every country

•»

Ions.

♦

A HISTORICAL PROCESS?★

. so

1955 TOTAL TO DATE £624 13 8
David Cohfn.

•denotes regular contributors. H.F.W.

_____

o.

Hi

s

c
T1

20 10 9
604 2 II

6£
rnrm

One of the most humiliating punish
ments imposed by the British in India 
were the whipping orders (now intro
duced in Cyprus by General Harding to 
deal with rebellious schoolboys). Though 
it is eight years since the British with
drew from India, it was only last week 
that the Indian Lower House of Parlia
ment passed a bill abolishing punishment 
by whipping. The bill has already been 
passed by the Upper House and now 
goes to the President for formal assent.

willingly.
economic
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The Progress of a Deficit Fund is 
not a Begging Bowl a la Horizon, 
meant to supplement the modest 
fees paid to contributors for their 
work. No-one is paid on Freedom. 
The appeal for funds is to cover the 
losses incurred on the printing of 
the paper. Either our readers must 
find us 1500 more readers or we are 
obliged to appeal to those interested 
in the continuation of our work for 
£800 (S2.300) a year to cover our 
printing deficit. We would prefer 
the 1500 new readers but until they 
are forthcoming we rely on money 
contributions to carry on.

We think we have given proof of 
our good faith and willingness to 
keep the paper alive: in October we 
printed the 500th issue of Freedom. 
With the goodwill and enthusiasm 
of our readers, and the collaboration 
of those who have, who do, and who 
should, contribute to the columns of 
Freedom, there is every reason why 
we should look forward with confi
dence to the next five hundred 
issues!

The specific discoveries of science are 
to a large degree devoted to uses which 
are against the interests of the majority 
of people, such as preparation for 
nuclear warfare, and the elimination of 
this can only come about as a result of 
a radical change in the structure of 
society as a whole. The part which can 
he played directly by an individual 
scientist in the process is minute, but the 
development of science can be influenced 
to a large extent by public feeling.

In order that this may take place in a 
beneficial way there are two necessary 
requirements. Firstly a knowledge of 
what scientists are doing should be as

swindled—which is always unpopular. 
But happily there are extenuating circum
stances.

The point may well be this: the his
tory books have not really been written 
correctly—they are biased in favour of 
the star performers who apparently made 
all the decisions and overcame all the 
troubles. In actual fact the wars have 
always been fought by representatives of 
the majority, and the industrial revolu
tions have been “worked-at” by the in
dustrious many, and the earth has been 
cultivated by millions of people, and 
houses have been built by hundreds and 
thousands of other people, and . . 
on. And that's the horrible truth.

Every now and again one has ventured 
to suggest to the uninitiated that they 
should consider at least a small part of 
this “historical theory”, but for some 
reason they listen but do not want to 
hear. Often they agree that there is 
some son of a fraud afoot, but take the 
view that they would rather be swindled 
than lose their television sets. Some of 
them want to be dukes and princesses, 
so they hardly listen at all. A very 
intelligent professor once told us it was 
all an historical process over which 
nobody had any control, but that it was 
leading to an inevitable conclusion. 
Possibly he was referring to the hydrogen 
bomb or marxism or something.

Surely it must all be too ridiculous to 
last for ever.

pOR once in the year we trust we 
shall be forgiven for abandon

ing the burning topics of the day, 
or for resisting the temptation of 
sticking out our necks for execution 
by the watchdogs of nineteenth cen
tury anarchist orthodoxy . . . and de
scending instead to a discussion of 
such mundane matters as money. 
Not the money system, which is far 
from being a simple matter deserv
ing discussion in these columns but 
once a year, but the relation of 
money to the continued publication 
of Freedom! Week by week one 
small part of our financial difficul
ties has been told in “Progress of a 
Deficit” (the most regular and con
sistent feature of our paper), and 
this year, unlike last year, the deficit 
has never been converted into a sur
plus. With only three more issues 
to the end of the year we need £170 
if we are not to start 1956 with a 
financial hangover from 1955 to add 
to the debts we have accumulated in 
past years and which we are paying- 
off as and when we can.

FREEDOM needs 
more readers and 

more funds 
URGENTLY!

€
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250 odd kibbutzim with a membership 
(adult) of nearly 80,000 is no mean 
task. In biting the hand that feeds by 
slandering all that is finest in his own 
country. Blackbeard reveals the sickness 
of his own mind. There are no 14 mil
lion Israelis “hankering to get exit 
visas”. Despite economic hardship 30.000 
new emigrants come to Israel every year. 
That the Jews of the Americas should 
tax themselves to help absorb this tre
mendous influx of destitute people is no 
crime; their help is given voluntarily and 

Israel's economic plan is for 
independence by 1960. Of 

course the tremendous sums needed for 
defence against 40.000.000 half-starved 
Arabs, incited by their feudal masters to 
plunder and pillage as a distraction from 
corruption and exploitation at home,* 
are a terrible drain on the constructive 
development projects. If there were 
peace in the Middle East Israel could be 
self-supporting to-day.

I do not say that Israel is Utopia, or 
that bureaucracy is non-existent, or that 
there are not chauvinistic elements 
among the Jews, but above all. one must 
distinguish the wood from the trees; see 
how Israel has solved (for those who live 
there) the Jewish Problem, how of late 
the Kibbutz is still prospering, and 
indeed experiencing a renaissance, in 
the efforts to create bonds of friend
ship between Jews and Arabs in Israel, 
as a bridge to those progressive elements 
in the Arab countries who can and must 
overthrow their reactionary feudal re
gimes.

Blackheard. instead of residing in the

vyTHEN several years ago a survey 
was taken of the attitudes of 

American scientists towards the mass of 
security regulations which were being im
posed upon them it was found that even 
among those directly concerned with 
production relevant to war economy 
about half were opposed to such pre
cautions. on the grounds that they inter
fered with the traditional idea that scien
tific knowledge should be shared. This 
was at a time when the anti-communist 
drive was at its peak, and opinion among 
Americans in general was far more re
actionary. This idea, that knowledge 
which may have potentialities for the 
increase of human happiness should not 
be kept private is one which everyone 
with libertarian ideas will approve of. 
and is in marked contrast to prevailing 
ideas of private property in material 
possessions. The mistrust of secrecy 
among scientists, together with a vague 
feeling of internationalism, has its roots 
in the nature of scientific thought.

Although scientific thought is as old 
as the human race itself, it is only with
in the last century or two that it has 
come to occupy such a prominent posi
tion, not just in the minds of a small 
circle of learned men, but in the minds 
of everyone. When this process began, 
the scientific world was thrust into sharp 
conflict with the existing religious system. 
The immediate examples which spring 
to mind are Darwinian theory of evolu
tion and scientific estimates of the age 
of the earth, but behind them lay the 
all-important differences in approach. 
While religion asserted that natural oc
currences were in the control of a 
supreme being, who dealt with them 
more or less as he chose, the assump
tions on which scientists worked were 
that happenings in nature were in 
accordance with a few general laws, 
which could be discovered and compre
hended by men. The truth of the latter 
idea seems now so obvious that even 
sections of the church have modified 
their doctrines to fit in with it. but at 
thaf time it was quite revolutionary.

Now the power of the church has de
clined in many parts of the world, and 
where it still flourishes it is as a weapon 
of political fascism, but the state itself 
is taking over many of its former attri
butes, and in several places is carrying

on the conflict with science. However, 
the situation has changed greatly in the 
course of the last century. Nowadays 
everyday life, both on the individual and 
on the collective level, is permeated by 
the use of scientific discoveries to such 
an extent that a government which tries 
to prevent or disturb the functioning of 
scientific research often finds itself in 
dire trouble. The Nazis found this when 
after having eliminated their opponents 
from the scientific world and imposed 
their irrational theories on it, the chaos 
in German science grew so great that 
under the stress of war some of the 
expelled scientists had to be forcibly 
replaced in their old jobs. In recent 
years the rise and decay of the Lysenko 
theory in the Soviet Union has provided 
an example of the way in which a 
theory satisfactory to a particular ideo
logy had to be dropped on the grounds 
that it simply didn't work.

It is because science deals with facts, 
and their rational relationships with each 
other, and leaves a minimum of room 
for subjective interpretation, that the 
effects of authoritarian repression, and 
the benefits of mutuality and sharing are 
very obvious. This should be welcomed 
by libertarians, as giving an illustration 
in miniature of the truth of their 
opinions that with regard to society in 
general, the imposition of authority dis
turbs its natural functioning in a detri
mental way, rather than increasing its 
efficiency. At the same time the close 
integration of science with society pro
vides a brake to limit the extent to which 
a government can restrict freedom with
out jeojardising its own safety.

J.C.S.* 5/-:

3 
widespread as possible, and secondly, the 
libertarian implications of science should 
be made clear.

Seventy years ago. rational material
ists as well as Marxists thought that be
cause of its concern with facts and rat
ionality, the development and diffusion 
of scientific knowledge would inevitably 
lead to the downfall of capitalism and 
the triumph of the workers’ revolution. 
Their optimism has been proved mis
placed. in view of the obstacles which 
the various governmental systems have 
been able to raise to impede and pre
vent science from playing such a role. 
The clearing away of these obstacles re
presents an avenue of approach to a 
freer society which deserves the fullest 
exploration. PH.

A CAREFUL study of one's school
room history books must inevitablv 

lead to the conclusion that “history was 
made” by remarkably few people. A 
few important kings and princes, a duke 
here and there, several prime ministers 
and of course a queen every now and 
then. Needless to say there was hardly 
any history made by other nations than 
England—this much is obvious from the 
books.

It may seem extraordinary to the un
initiated that so many other people were 
doing so little towards history-making, 
and were content to sit on the sidelines 
observing the monarchs and premiers. 
On occasion of course, some of them 
were dragged into the process of what is 
loosely called evolution, usually with the 
direst consequences to themselves—and 
afterwards their relatives and friends 
would retire hastily to the seclusion of 
their particular sideline.

In the light of these facts, and particu
larly since the commencement of the 
era of psychology”, (the ego and all

that), one might have supposed that the 
fairly large majority of the population 
(i.e. those who are not included amongst 
the princes and dukes), would have 
caught on to the fact that they were not 
getting the best out of themselves and 
nothing out of the others.

At this point however, one must in all 
fairness put the other point of view, 
(hough it is hard to do so. for it is almost 
like telling everyone that th.-v hive been

are rather proud of the fact 
that we manage to publish a 

weekly journal, as well as books and 
pamphlets, run an office and a book
shop on what a nameless contem
porary in this country (like ourselves 
in the wilderness), pays in salaries 
alone to its editorial and and admin
istrative staff. But there is a limit 
to what you can do on a shoestring. 
We are not unlike the man with the 
donkey who each day gave him a i 
little less to eat; and when he was | 
congratulating himself on the fact 
that he had reached the point where 
he had stopped feeding him alto
gether. the donkey dropped dead. 
Each year we are carrying over a 
few more debts, and being bom 
optimists we think something will 
happen, some ship will come home, 
which will allow us to make a fresh 
stan. And in the meantime we take 
on new commitments in publishing 
—Freedom Press publications list 
of nearly fifty titles, is proof of this. 
But these ventures are financed with 
our time and our optimism . . . and 
your support both as readers of this 
journal and of our publications as 
well as contributors to the Fund 
which aims at balancing the losses 
incurred in the publication of 
Freedom.

of seeking your welfare ... are working 
relentlessly for your ruin.”

It has been pointed out by The 
Times correspondent that Roman 
Catholic intervention may have a 
profound effect on developments in 
the dispute. In the West of Scot
land where

the clash of religious ideology is 
keen, and where Roman Catholicism 
stands to Protestantism in a rough ratio 

may nowof one to three, much confusion 
result in the strikers’ ranks.”

The observations made by the 
Church about the Communist Party 
are, in our view, probably correct. 
We all know the political consider
ations that influence Party members 
when industrial disputes arise. But 
the tactics adopted-by the Poman 
Catholic Church wholly concerned 
in maintaining its power and privi
lege, are often indistinguishable 
from the Communist Party.

No industrial dispute is ever en
tirely free from sectarian influence, 
which very often causes workers to 
rail in the achievement of their 
l-mited ends. The workers them
selves have a tendency to be finally 
influenced by an emotional appeal 
from their political party or religious 
group to the detriment of the indus
trial struggle. Both the Catholic 
Church and the Communist Party 
are struggling for the minds of men 
and if they can reach them through 
a feigned interest in their day to 
day problems their influence will be 
that much greater. Both these 
organisations have supported and 
opposed strikes in the interests of 
expediency, but the trouble with 
most workers is that their memories 
are too short and their patience over

PROGRESS OF A DEFICIT! 
WEEK 47
Deficit on Freedom £720
Contributions received £624
DEFICIT £96
November 25 to December 1

Glasgow: R.L. I /-: London: Anon. I/-; Lon
don: J.L. I/-: London: J.S.* 4/-; London: 
N.B.Y.* 2/6: Seattle: R.H. 3/-: Belfast: 
D.M. 3/-; Liverpool: R.E.* 2/-: Phoenix: 
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’slums’ which exist in .------
could go and live in a Kibbutz where 
his children would receive absolutely the 
best care to be found in the world (as 
attested by numerous social scientists and 
investigating teams). He gives no rea
sons for not joining other than the high 
prices he has to pay for vegetables (of 
which the kibbutz gets perhaps 20 per 
cent.). When he says that the kibbutzim 
on the borders, in the most exposed posi
tions, whose members risk their lives 
daily to protect Black beard and his ilk 
in Tel-Aviv, have a vested interested in 
the conflict with Arabs, well then my 
blood begins to boil.

As for C.W.’s questions: (1) Most re
liable sources believe that Egypt and her 
cohorts will start a second round as soon 
as they have received all thev were 
promised by the Czechs. (2) The mili
tary higher-ups are not of the terrorist 
stripe but men of the same traditions as 
those on which the Kibbutz movement 
grew up. (3) The new government cen
tred around the three workers' parties 
Mapai, Mapam. and Achout Avoda 
(each with its own kibbutz movement), is 
clearly level-headed, desires peace above 
all. and is supported by the great major
ity in the country. These kibbutzic 
parties will also work to increase the 
prestige and strength of the kibbutz 
movement against the speculators and 
religious bigots, and will also extend the 
hand of friendship to the Arab com
munity in a truly bi-igtional effort for 
all their brethren across the frontiers to 
see. (4) the Histadruth is based upon 
the Jewish workers. If ever the Hista
druth tries to enforce State Capitalism 
on the workers their inherent syndicalist 
good sense will make itself apparent, as 
it has done on previous occasions (the 
Israeli Seamen’s Strike of 1950 for 
example). (5) There is no longer a de
cline of the kibbutzim, but rather an 
advance as their vanguard tasks and 
achievements are being recognised in this 
hour of peril. The new settlements are 
evolving newer forms as is to be expec
ted. but the inherent creativity, the de
veloped sense of voluntarism, the collec
tive strength, all of which have helped 
the kibbutz movement to weather the 
storm of derision, official neglect and dis
crimination in the past, will now carry 
it to new heights of achievement on a 
national and an individual scale. 
Kibbutz Gal-on, 
Chof Ascalon, 
Israel. 22/11/55.

The Church in Industrial Disputes
'pHE fact that the Catholic organ

isation of trade unionists in this
country does not approximate the
influence wielded by Catholic
Unions on the Continent must be a
source of regret to Church leaders.
The need therefore, for pulpit
guidance becomes, in the view of
the hierarchy, doubly important.
So that Catholic religious teaching
is only one aspect of influence and
propaganda, which ranges from
birth-control to strike action.

The recent strike of 7.500 Rolls-
Royce workers in Scotland (discuss
ed elsewhere in this issue), has
stimulated the Catholic Church into
verbal action which may have con
siderable influence on the strike and
serve to divide the men. This is
obviously what the Church intends.
In spite of public knowledge that
both Communist and Catholic are
represented in the leadership and
among the strikers the Church is
deliberately attempting to smear the
strike as wholly Communist inspir
ed. in the hope no doubt that Catho
lics will withdraw their support.
The fear that working class inter
ests will take permanent precedence
over allegiance to the Church is one
which is constantly facing the lead
ers of the Church. It faced them in
France when many of the Worker
Priests found themselves drifting
from the precincts of the Church.
when contact with the realities of
everyday life made them question
the teachings of the Church.

There is no doubt that the present
Rolls-Royce strike has them wor
ried. In a pastoral letter read at all
Church services in the diocese of
Glasgow the first frontal attack on
Communist influence on the strike
was made: —

“There are in our midst certain people
who make it their profession and busi
ness to promote class war and to stir up
strikes in factories, regardless of the in
evitable misery they cause in ever widen
ing circles. We do not hesitate to name
these people. They are the Communist
Party . . . This Godless and immoral
organisation . . . who under the pretence
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Could it be that Libya’s geographical 
position, next door to Egypt on the West, 
could have some bearing on the matter? 
British tanks have operated in that area 
not so long ago. and may be called upon 
to do so once again. On the next occa
sion there may well be British tanks on 
both sides, but such are the fortunes of 
war and politics.

any one country be excluded from war. 
If we are called upon to honour the 
dead and put their remembrance to some 
use. it would be obvious that we should 
never be called upon to participate in 
any more wars. Then why have con
scription? Why have professional armies? 
Or is it not more likely that as we have 
a colonial policy we must at all costs 
have an army. So why the hypocrisy 
of the Whitehall farce?

At each of the parades one can see 
the same old types. Blimps and patriots, 
government officials and clerics and 
honourable types” pleased at an oppor

tunity to flash their medals around. 
How stupid can people really be. The 
people who are bereaved obviously re
member their dead loved ones all the 
year round. No doubt many of the 
people present at the Cenotaph truly are 
affected by the solemnity of the service. 
But surely the “God of War” must be 
laughing at them all from his lofty Val
halla.

If one wishes to. that is on remem
brance day. they have only "to go to 
places like Roehampton Hospital or East

SUBVERSION AMONG THE 
GUIDERS

The need for Guiders to help young 
girls to think for themselves instead of 
accepting opinions thrust upon them by 
newspapers, propaganda, and the radio 
was emphasised by Miss Gwen Clayton. 
Girl Guide adviser to the Commonwealth 
and North-west Area, Training Adviser, 
at a Cheshire Guiders’ conference at 
Chester on Saturday. She added :

If a Gallup poll were taken in the
days of Galileo the world would be 
judged to be flat, although in reality, it 
is spherical. We must provide girls with 
absorbing interest in order that they may 
keep their heads when newspaper head
lines arouse unhealthv emotions.

N°, summary of the situation appears 
to be possible in this column, un

less it is that the Middle East may be 
the “next Korea". The seeds of destruc
tion are being sown, armaments and 
hatred are flowing across the borders, 
and fear adds fuel to the flames. Ideolo
gies have little to do with the matter, 
there will not be another “holy war", 
but death for economic reasons may well 
be the fate of many peace-loving people 
in the Middle East.

W Continued from p. I 
the threats and promises, and all the 
political plots, intrigues and pacts which 
are taking place day by day.

★
LONG, long time ago Russia and 
America found that their respective

spheres of influence were incompatible, 
and a profound distrust was developed. 
The cold war. N.A.T.O., Korea and 
frantic struggles for as many allies as 
possible were the results—all under the 
ominous, mushroom cloud of the atomic 
bomb.

Further distrust and the rising tide of 
armaments, a desire to enlarge the 
spheres of influence and S.E.A.T.O. were 
the next results. Russia almost geo
graphically surrounded by the dollar, 
and America working for markets for 
her expanding economy. Armaments, 
pacts and. by now. hydrogen bombs.

And now M.E.T.O. (Middle East

TVTOW that the hypocrites and parsi- 
monious parasites have withdrawn 

from the scene of the Whitehall Ceno
taph barely a month ago. and after many 
a well edited speech, no doubt composed 
to bring out the most impassioned pat
riotism in the heaving breasts of listeners, 
and after the farce of the two minutes’ 
silence in remembrance of the mangled 
bodies laid strewn over the battlefields 
of the Marne. Ypres. Alamein and 
Anzio, one can only come to the con
clusion that the two minutes’ silence is 
about all the “remembering” that people 
allocate themselves.

seem to make up their minds as to what 
is the best course of action. From their 
point of view the situation would appear 
to be getting out of control—for the 
simple reason that they are encountering 
serious competition from the East, where 
previously they have had everything their 
own way.

Eden’s attempt at mediation between 
the Arabs and Israel has fallen flat, due 
no doubt to the fact that Egypt feels 
herself to be in such a strong position 
as to produce better results by refusing 
to co-operate. Nasser’s view that he 
thinks Israel should merely accept the 
original United Nation's resolution on 
partition closes the door on negotiation. 
On the one hand the Arabs are enjoying 
the unusual situation where there is com
petition for their favour, and on the 
other the Israelis will not back down 
in any way because they feel that they 
are already fighting on the last ditch, 
and to retreat further would spell ruin. 

An interesting item of news which was 
hardly mentioned just recently, was 
Britain's free gift to Libya of full equip
ment for one armoured battalion, due to 
arrive in Tripoli this month. More is to 
follow. When asked if there were any 
conditions attached to the gift Eden 
stated that there were none, but that it 
was added proof of the strong ties be
tween Libya and both Britain and the 
United States.

The Malatesta Club
155 High Holborn. 

London, W.C.l.
LONDON ANARCHIST GROUP

Informal Discussions Every Thursday, 
at 8.15 p.m.

Saturday, 1 Or ft Dec. at 9 p.m,
ANARCHISM & THE MYSTERY 
OF THE MARIE CELESTE- 
(A Stirring Saga of the South-Seas) 

Thursday, \5th Dec., at 8.30. 
Discussion: Bernard Gelstein on
THE BASIS FOR LIBERTARIAN 

IDEAS".
Saturday, lltli Dec., at 9 p.m.

A FAREWELL TO HIGH 
HOLBORN"—
TEARS PROVIDED

i T

As the season of “remembrance” gives 
way to the more established and tradi
tional season of Xmas, the memory of 
war and its bestial appetite surrenders to 
the smell of Christmas pudding. It 
would seem that all our emotions can 
be played to by the Calendar. At New 
Year we are reminded not of the dead 
who lie scattered throughout the world, 
but of the festive spirit; and the resolu
tions we must make but never keep.

At Easter we are reminded that Spring 
is here and begin thinking about our 
holidays, but not of the shattered bodies 
that lie still in hospitals since even the 
first world war. In the summer months 
we remember the past glories of our lost 
cricket heritage, but never of the twenty 
million casualties sustained in the last 
war. And in November, after we re
member Guy Fawkes, we again set our 
minds to remember (for two minutes at 
least), of the dead “mutton” we need to 
tolerate in our memories. People find 
it a bore.
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share anx of his work with any of 
his fellows. It is probably only 
through pressure of work that he 
accepted a mate on the job—and 
this no doubt seems to the other 
polishers to establish him still more 
firmly in with the fitters, with the 
ability and obvious intention of 
keeping even more work to himself. 

It seems then that there is plenty 
of justification for the charge of 
'hogging' the work.

Looked at objectively, this all 
seems to be a very silly business. 
But we must remember that the 
people involved look at it subjec
tively and are in a very invidious 
position.

The livelihoods of these men are 
at stake. They depend for their 
livings- on the amount of work 
thrown to them bv the manacement. 
When this becomes insufficient for 
all to live at the highest standard

Grinstead or the Star and Garter Hos
pital and see people who never can for
get. Men. or at least pitiful figures re
sembling men. with no legs or arms or 
half a face or body. People who just 
wait for death to ease their torment.

And there are thousands of battle- 
scarred and wearied survivors who are 
still walking around and bearing traces 
of mental unrest as a result of the war 
years who can never forget. But these 
people remember in a positive way. 
They were the actual participants in the 
“gentlemen's wars", and they can never 
forget the sounds of mortars and shells, 
the staccato noises of machine guns and 
the shrill whine of shrapnel. They re
member. Not the stupidness of the pat
riotism. but they remember never to take 
part in another war. And when the 
arms bosses and businessmen, politicians 
and parasites have a basinful themselves 
maybe we shan't need a cenotaph. And 
as things are. the day we shan’t need a 
cenotaph we shall also dispense with 
Whitehall. So don’t forget to remember. 
But “really” remember.

Dear Comrades.
I read Ken Kerns article, and the 

editorial concerning it with great interest 
and a certain sympathy for both points 
of view.

The idea and the act are inseparable, 
ill-conceived action can be futile just as 
theory without practise is sterile. How 
far anarchists can implement their prin
ciples is of course limited by social, 
personal and economic conditions, but 
the mere verbal support of such princi
ples is inadequate. Conditions in some 
parts of the world may be impossible, 
in areas less difficult it is even more im
portant for anarchists to carry out their 
principles to the limit.

Anarchism being a social theory in 
which mutual aid is a cardinal principle 
it is out of the question that anarchists 
should withdraw from social life. The 
withdrawal of anarchists from certain 
aspects of present society is a necessary 
part of anarchist action. The degree to 
which this can be done depends on the 
individual. If anarchists can success
fully practise mutual aid within an ac
quisitive society an answer to sceptics on 
the workability of such an association 
can be more adequately provided.

In practise anarchism is largely an 
attitude: many people who know nothing 
of anarchist philosophy are natural liber
tarians. some nominal anarchists arc 
authoritarians in attitude.

To some the necessity of practising 
their principles within a group is para
mount. others spend their time and 
money in the essential task of maintain- 
ing press and paper. The proportion of 
professing anarchists who support cither 
of these activities is small as indicated 
by the dearth of co-operative ventures 
and the difficulties experienced by the 
anarchist press.

Associated with the anarchist move
ment are many individuals who confuse 
anarchy with irresponsibility. Under 
any society we have to see our children 
fed and society nourished in every re
spect. The collapse of external auth
ority will be achieved by the growth of 
individual responsibility.

It is a mistake to think, as suggested 
bv your editorial that a communal life 
must necessarily mean an escape from 
society, for those that enter a community • • 
thinking that will quickly be disillusion-

Treaty Organisation), filling in the last 
link of a giant chain around the Com
munist bloc from Norway to the Philli- 
pines. All countries threatened or threat- 
ing. surrounded or afraid, and all 
trying to expand.

It can hardly be regarded as surprising 
that during the negotiations for M.E.T.O. 
Russia should commence a serious at
tempt to strengthen her own position in 
the Middle East. Arms to Egypt may 
be regarded as a logical step, and the 
fact that deals have been or are being 
made with Jordan. Saudi Arabia and 
Syria are obvious extensions of the same 
policy. The balance is maintained by 
the West in its supply of arms to Israel 
and Iraq and the pact with Iran. Turkey 
and Pakistan. Egypt is also receiving 
arms from Britain, and from her own 
point of view is very successfully getting 
the best of both possible worlds.

Meanwhile the secondary situation, the 
resurgence of the Arab-Israel problem, 
has taken on a new importance as a 
result of the new developments in the 
world situation. Israel, geographically 
situated in a most uncomfortable posi
tion. finds her relative military strength 
dwindling, by virtue of Egypt’s increas
ing power. As a State she can only 
hope to maintain her position and terri
tory by maintaining military parity with 
her enemies—but in fact this must in
evitably be impossible. So the alterna
tive is to go to war now whilst she may 
still win. But she cannot win unless she 
occupies all the “enemy territory” she 
may gain—which is also impossible if 
she is to maintain her economic position. 
Therefore the continued existence of 
Israel as a State is a virtually impossible 
proposition unless guaranteed by a major 
power.

The Egyptian government, on a strong 
tide of confidence in Egypt’s strategic 
position, and with many governmental 
failings to hide, must continue to fan 
the bitterness and hatred between Arab 
and Jew in order to remain popular with 
its people and stay in power. Whilst 
the Arab refugee problem in Israel con
tinues. and Egyptians are reminded of 
their last war. and so long as border 
incidents continue or become more 
serious. Colonel Nasser will have 

in retaining his dictatorship
Meanwhile the Western powers cannot

cd. Indeed community life tends to 
indicate how deeply the values of an 
acquisitive society have eroded our 
consciousness. II in spite of such ten
dencies social behaviour can be estab
lished something of value is achieved. 
Even anarchists arc deceived by the more 
subtle poison of the welfare state, which 
makes it essential that we counter those 
influences in our childrens’ most indelible 
years.

Whilst the practice of self-sufficiency 
should not and could not be exclusive, 
it does give groups and individuals a 
degree of independence from the State. 
Obviously mass industrial societies are 
totalitarian in nature with such concen
tration of all power.

To wait for the anarchist revolution to 
improve the quality of living is to prac
tise political ‘pie in the sky’. In fact 
to enjoy the advantages of a limited 
mutual aid here and now is realistic, 
necessary and practical.

Fraternally, 
Alan Albon.

★
Marie-Louise Bcrncri Memorial 
Committee publications : 

Marie-Louise Berneri, 1918-1949: 
A Tribute cloth 5s.

Journey Through Utopia 
cloth 16s. (U.S.A. $2.50) 

27, Red Uon Street,
London, W.C.l. .

GEORGE WOODCOCK » 
Anarchy or Chaos
New Life to the Land 
Homes or Hovels'! 
Railways and Society 
What is Anarchism?
7 he Basis of Communal Living

PHILIP SANSOM I
Syndicalism—The Workers'

Next Step
★

K. J. KENAFICK t
Michael Bakunin and Karl Marx 

paper 6s.

. ...............i ■>

What point is there in remembering 
the dead of past wars, when the resolu
tions made at the time are never carried 
out. When we find that the war to end 
all wars was just so much hot air eman
ating from government officials. When 
words like “never again”, end up by 
being “never again—until the next one". 

How dare the organisers of this dia
bolical farce play upon the heartstrings 
of the poor unfortunate dupes, who 
know no better than to wave their stupid 
flags and gladly offer their life-blood to 
an inhuman institution. How dare these 
ceremonies of remembrance be held at a 
time when nowhere in the world is it 
safe to be in the event of another holo
caust. For how in this Atomic Age can

HERBERT READ i
Art and the Evolution of Man 4s. 
Existentialism, Marxism and 

Anarchism 3s. 6d.
Poetry and Anarchism 

cloth 5s., paper 2s. 6d. 
The Philosophy of Anarchism 

boards 2s. 6d., paper la. 
The Education of Free Men 

M. BAKUNIN s
Marxism, Freedom and the State 

cloth 5s

they could achieve, they do the 
sensible thing — they co-operate. 
They practice mutual aid.. They all 
earn a bit less so that none suffer 
excessively. And if one of their 
number agrees to do this and then 
goes against his agreement, it seems 
quite just that the others should 
withdraw their co-operation from 
him. For that is what he has done 
to them.

McLernon was a member of the 
General Iron Fitters' Union. He 
has been expelled for violating Rule 
21. section 2 of the G.I.F.. which 
says that “no member shall work to 
the injury of the other members in 
his shop.”

It may seem harsh that in being 
expelled from his union he stands 
in danger of losing his pob (although 
the management are firm behind 
him) but in the stem realities of the 
world, if workers don’t hang to
gether. they will hang separately.

Anarcho-Syndicalist.

PETER KROPOTKIN : 
The State: Its Historic Rdle 
The Wage System 
Revolutionary Government
Organised Vengeance Called Justice

2d.
VOLIN E s
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Revolution Betrayed} cloth 12a. 6d. 
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The Rolls Royce
competing with anybody for the 
work (it was only shortly before the 
strike began that he was given a 
mate to help him); nor was he re
sponsible for the amount of work 
distributed to him.

‘Hogging' the Work
But there can be no argument but 

that he was responsible for the 
amount of work he actually did. As 
for the other workers earning as 
much as he. there are indications 
that they were in the pool, as it 
were, and the high wages were 
being earned, where possible, by all 
in turn, while at the same time 
maintaining a reasonable turnover 
for all.

McLernon, however, had got 
himself a good job in with the fitters. 
He had got away from the rest of 
the polishers and was clearly hang
ing on to his job and not wishing to

MEETINGS AND 
A N NOUNCEMEN’TS
LONDON ANARCHIST
GROUP
LECTURE-DISCUSSIONS

Rvery Sunday at 7.30 at
THE MALATESTA CLUB
155 High Holborn. W.C.l. 
(Nearly opposite Holborn Town Hall) 
DEC. 11—Rufus Segar on
PRISON TODAY •
DEC. 18—Annie de Witt on
ANARCHISM IN HOLLAND 
DEC. 25—No meeting.

INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS 
Every Thursday at 8.15.

OPEN AIR MEETINGS 
Weather Permitting
HYDE PARK 
Sunday’s at 3.30 p.m.
MANETTE STREET
(Charing X Road) 
Saturdays at 5.30 p.m.

GLASGOW
INDOOR MEETINGS

Friday evenings at 7 p.m. commencing 
Friday, October 14th at 200 Buchanan 
Street.
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CEVEN weeks ago we wrote in this 
column an article under the title. 

The Middle East Cauldron, which was 
an attempt to analyse some of the fac
tors which seemed at that time to be 
relevant to possible developments in the 
Middle East. During the time which 
has elapsed, the "cauldron” has been 
bubbling more and more furiously; so 
much so that it is almost impossible to 
distinguish any well-defined details of 
the scene, but only too easy to see the 
dark outlines of impending chaos.

One might write ten thousand words 
of factual material -in trying to report 
adequately some of the more important 
events of the past weeks, and in so doing 
give a completely distorted picture of

Honouring Agreements
The management have of course 

indignantly claimed that the strikers 
are breaking agreements entered

Controversy, Anarchism
and the Kibbutz - p. 2

Two Cases of Intolerance 
Belzoni (Mississippi). 

November 28.
Mr. Gus Courts, a Negro grocer, and 

president of the local branch of the 
National Association for the Advance
ment of Coloured People, was in hospital 
to-day with gunshot wounds which he 
said had been inflicted on him on Friday 
because he wanted to vote. He said he 
was wounded in the stomach and left 
arm by shot fired from a car through 
his shop window.* Mr. Courts is the 
second Negro leader to have been attack
ed in Belzoni. A Negro minister. Mr. 
G. W. Lee. was killed here on May 7. 

—Reuter.

“No nmnll evil of modern civil
ization i* that its intricacies 
breed a claw of sociological 
experts who have the same kind 
of interest in * social problems* 
that any attorney has in the 
criminal code.**

—JOSIAH WEDGWOOD 
(“The Road to Freedom”)

''

the strikers, "no agreement exists 
between unions and employers, only 
the rule of common decency be
tween workmates.” But according 
to Mr. Wilson, Mr. McLernon was 
a party to it. In July he was called 
before the district committee of his 
union—the General iron Fitters— 
for breaking this agreement by 
“hogging" the available work and, 
again according to Mr. Wilson, he 
agreed that he had had a fair hear
ing and promised not to do it again. 

The strikers say that he broke his 
promise and that as a result he was 
earning £4 and £5 a week more than 
his workmates. So on October 25, 
his union’s shop steward asked for 
his card, thereby expelling him from 
the union.

tises and the like are commonplace occur
rences. soberly reported daily in the 
columns of the New York Times (and 
perhaps less soberly, or not at all in 
the equivalent of our gutter press, de
pending on the particular journal’s tie- 
up with those concerned). But some
thing more unusual, at least for a reader 
on this side of the ocean, and much 
more sinister, and 1984ish. was a report 
of a State hearing into business wire
tapping. Hazel Bishop. Inc. said it be
lieved that its telephones had been tap
ped for cosmetics business secrets for 
eighteen months. Another cosmetics 
manufacturer. Revlon Products Corpora
tion. sponsor of “The S64.000 Question
on television, testifies it had monitored 
and even once had tapped telephones— 
but only those of its employees. This 
was assertedlv to improve “efficiency, 
courtesy and service.”

‘Raymond Spector, president of an 
advertising agency and owner of 55 
cent, of Hazel Bishop stock, testi__
that, last November, the company had 
run into "strange coincidences" about 
matters that had been discussed only by 
telephone. Last February, he said, a 
newsletter disclosed a loan project that 
had been aired only on the phone.

‘Last April 19. Mr. Spector went on. 
a search was made by Charles V. Gris, 
a private detective, and by a former tele
phone company employee. Carl Ruh. 
himself under indictment for illegal wire
tapping. They told him. Mr. Spector 
said, that they had found taps on his 
telephone and on that of Norman Jay. 
then Hazel Bishop president, plus a 
microphone picking up talk in his office. 

‘Mr. Spector also testified that Miss 
Ishmael McCullough, a S30.000-a-year 
executive, had told him she had been 
informed that her private wire had been 
tapped. “A major stockholder." he con-

IT difficult to understand the real 
motives behind Russia's decision to 

legalise abortion once more. It is some 
twenty years since Stalin made abortion 
a crime in Russia as much for the 
women being operated on as for the 
abortionists. Since the end of the war 
special measures were introduced by the 
State to encourage motherhood in an

into by their unions—and that since attempt to make good the losses sus
tained during the war as well as to bring 
about a rise in the birth-rate. This 
appears to have been most successful 
and even a little embarrassing, accord
ing to a New York Times report from 
Moscow, in that now the "population 
increase is far outstripping the Govern
ment’ ability to provide more housing, 
schools and other facilities”.

The present edict is the second step 
taken by the Russian government in the 
past sixteen months towards easing the 
official attitude to abortion. In August 
1954 a decree was issued abolishing 
criminal responsibility for women who 
consented to abortions, and according to 
one report, “gave women the right to 
perform abortions on themselves". Now 
it will be legal to have abortions per
formed in hospitals and other recognised 
medical institutions. Operations per
formed by unqualified persons will still 
be held to be crimes punishable by up 
to three years imprisonment.

It is suggested by some observers that

breaking of it an issue between 
themselves and the management.

The management have an argu
ment on this issue, for it has pro
duced figures that show that other 
men were earning as much as Mc
Lernon; moreover it is pointed out 
that he was not working with the 
other polishers but with the fitters 
in the fitting shop, polishing con
necting rods. He was thus not 

Continued on p.

the unions are now recognising the 
strike as official they are breaking 
thei^own agreements.

Against this, however, the unions 
would maintain that the issue, 
officially, is one of 100 per cent, 
trade unionism in the Rolls Royce 
factories, which has been established 
there for a number of years. When 
McLernon was expelled from the 
union, the firm became the em
ployers of non-union labour and 
this, the strikers claim, is the issue 
behind their action.

This is undoubtedly rather a 
tricky piece of manoeuvring, but in 
fact there is little else the men could 
have done to give their action an 
official backing. Since no agree
ment existed between management 
and men on the sharing out of the 
work, but only between the men 
themselves, they could not make the

We reported some weeks ago the case 
of a Catholic church in America which 
was closed following scenes by the flock 
which refused to have a negro priest. 
Last week another case was reported 
from Erath. Louisiana where the Bishop 
excommunicated three Roman Catholics 

• for beating a woman teacher who had 
instructed Negro and white children in 
the same cathechism classroom. [Despite 
the United States Supreme Court ban on 
segregation in 1954. all Louisiana public 
schools segregate the races. Traditionally. 
Catholic parochial schools also have 
been segregated. Louisiana Catholic 
church officials, however, have said they 
are considering plans to integrate some 
classrooms in 1956.]

Washington, November 24.
Rear-Admiral Richard Byrd said to

day that the new bases being established 
in the Antarctic by a United States Naval 
expedition, could have a high strategic 
value to the United States. Admiral 
Byrd, who is on his way to join the 
expedition in New Zealand, said: “If 
the Panama Canal should be destroyed 
in a war, ships on the way to the Pacific 
would have to go by way of the tip of 
South America. The edge of the Ant
arctic is only 300 miles away. We would 
have to control that area for the passage 
around Cape Horn.”

The bases which the Navy is setting 
up would probably represent the begin
ning of a permanent establishment where 
up to five hundred people would be 
stationed, he said. The Antarctic could 
also serve as a “deep-freeze" for farm 
surpluses, to be stored there until re
quired by the world in lean years.

—Reuter and British United Press.

strike at the Rolls Royce fac
tory at Blantyre near Glasgow, 

is now entering its sixth week in a 
situation of deadlock. The workers 
are demanding the dismissal of Joe 
McLernon, a polisher and the 
management are refusing to do this. 
The strike is now official and so 
strike pay is being paid out, making 
it possible for the men to hang on 
for a long, long time.

The Press has, naturally, on the 
whole condemned the strikers be
cause they are holding up produc
tion with no greater grievance than 
that McLernon ‘worked too hard’.

Which is, of course, only half the 
story, which goes back to its origins 
several months. We hear a lot 
about the restrictive practices of 
trade unionists, but when the ‘nor
mal’ workings of the market de
mands a restriction of output (in its 
most sensational form, the decision 
to restrict wheat acreage in America 
next year), it is regarded as a natural 
phenomenon about which nothing 
can be done.

And within the workings of the 
market economy, very little can be 
done to affect the ebb and flow of 
work according to supply and de
mand. This is what makes us so 
suspicious of capitalist ‘prosperity’, 
and it is the workers’ experience of 
the transitory nature of the well
being they occasionally enjoy (much, 
it seems, to the annoyance of the 
middle-class), that leads them to 
protect themselves by ‘restrictive’ 
practices.

Sharing the Work
One such practice which workers 

operate among themselves cannot be 
legitimately described as restrictive, 
however. This is one of sharing the 
available work so that a measure of 
equality is achieved, and instead of 
quick workers making big money 
and the slower workers getting less 
than they need, instead of the work
ers scrambling to get the work and 
dividing themselves by competition, 
they stick together and see that fair 
shares are had by all.

For some months before the strike 
there had been less work than usual 
in the Blantyre factory, and the 
polishers there, according to Wil
liam Wilson, secretary of the strike 
committee, unanimously came to an 
agreement to share the diminished 
work equally among themselves. 
Mr. Wilson says that such agree
ments are a practice in the indus- 

“It is true.” says a leaflet of

hr

one clear aim of the new edict is to 
minimise the considerable number of 
abortions now carried out in Russia by 
quacks and other persons without access 

to medical institutions”. The official 
line is that the measures carried out by 
the State "for the encouragement of 
motherhood and the welfare of children, 
together with the constant improvement 
in the status of women" now makes it 
possible to drop the legal prohibition.

Perhaps it doesn’t matter much 
whether abortion has been legalised for 
right or wrong reasons so long as women 
can end an unwanted pregnancy under 
the best and safest conditions. The im
portance of motives only comes in when 
one considers the permanence of such 
measures. Clearly the State has re
scinded the ban of 1936 because in its 
own words the measures it has taken to 
increase the birth rate will not be 
affected by legalising abortion, which in 
any case was widespread and frequently 
reported in the Russian press. It is 
equally certain therefore that a drop in 
the birth rate in the coming years will 
be dealt with by reversing last week’s 
decree, just as Stalin did in 1936. And 
the references to the “rising cultural level 
of women, etc.’’, which the presidium 
of the Supreme Soviet made in justifica
tion of the present measure will, one 
does not doubt, be used in justification 
of the opposite argument! Governments 
are the same the world over.

Keeping Tabs on 2 million “ Subversives and on 
business rivals’ secrets

tinued. then reported last September that 
he had received “direct information” that 
the telephones had been tapped “by a 
competitor" for eighteen months. Mr. 
Spector said the case was put to Mr. 
Hogan's office in October.

These revelations were made at the 
hearing, which was the first public ses
sion of the significantly—and we think, 
sinisteriy — named “Joint Legislative 
Committee to Study Illegal Interception 
of Communications".

Who cares, someone reading these 
lines may ask. if business tycoons do 
one another in the eye by evesdropping. 
either by wiretapping or bv secret micro
phones? For some reason or other 
what goes on at the "higher levels" 
seems to seep through to all levels. This 
business wiretapping is pretty clearly a 
result of the very extensive government 
wiretapping. And there is no reason to 
assume that it will not extend its influ
ence into the private lives of individuals. 
For instance an electronics expert testi
fied at the hearing that he had "warned 
a married client against entrapment by a 
certain woman. The client met her in a 
restaurant and spilled her purse to make 
sure she had no recorder." Later—the 
expert said—a rival investigator reported 
she had a recorder ... in her brassiere! 

In a society based on competition, 
greed and suspicion, the tape-recorder, 
the camera no larger than a cigarette 
lighter, and the ultra sensitive micro
phone are symbols of modern man’s in
ventiveness as well as the weapons of the 
slave stale, and the potential enjoyment 
we can derive from them is more than 
offset by the harmful purposes to which 
they are put. The electronic age is fast 
becoming the age of uneasiness, suspi
cion and distrust. A frightening pros
pect if we do nothing about it now.

the situation—or at least a one-sided 
picture which would depend upon where 
one’ sympathy lay. For this is the fate 
of the majority, who for reasons which 
no doubt seem perfectly good, support 
one particular State, or group of States, 
and are immediately biased as a result, 
the bias is automatic under these condi
tions. because the mind of a “loyal sub
ject" is practically incapable of believ
ing that his own particular government 
can be very far wrong, or that its motives 
can be anything but correct.

The anarchist therefore starts at a 
very considerable advantage in trying to 
assess a given set of political circum
stances. for he has as one of his pre
mises. that governments, of necessity 
have doubtful motives, and that where 
any State is concerned it wifi operate a 
policy calculated to derive benefit for 
itself, regardless of its supposed ideals 
or hitherto stated intentions. When a 
State carries out a policy which appears 
to be against its own self-interest, then 
it is fairly certain that it has been forced 
to do so by pressure from outside, 
which, if ignored would produce worse 
results than those produced by the action 
which is being taken.

★
JT can reasonably be said that there 

would be very little international in
terest taken in the affairs of the Middle 
East if there were no economic fruits to 
be picked in that area. That is to say 
that if all the oilfields were to dry up. 
then it is highly improbable that the big 
powers would be bargaining for sup
porters! Unless there is something of 
value to defend, and States seldom value 
people very highly, then it wifi not be 
defended. One may assume therefore 
that the Eastern and Western blocs are 
defending their economic interests by all 
available methods.

Unfortunately for the Middle Eastern 
States they find themselves in the posi
tion where they have to take sides in 
the major international arguments. This 
not only creates potential trouble for 
them, in that they may be drawn into 
a world conflict in which they have little 
or no interest, but disarranges and dis
organises their own little conflicts with 
nearby States, and their own interna! 
struggles for power and economic 
strength.

Of course there is the other side of 
this particular situation, and it is that 
these same States see the chance of in
creasing their own military strength by 
aligning themselves with one of the big 
powers and receiving aid in terms of 
armaments, which at a later date they 
hope wifi be the means by which they 
may force economic gains at the expense 
of another State.

With these propositions in mind it is 
much easier to observe more or less 
objectively the alliances and enmities. 

Continued on p. 4

your
The United States is in some respects 

not as bad as one might imagine, at least 
if one is to judge by a statement made 
by the Civil Service Commission to the 
effect that it maintained a card index file 
with names of two million persons 
allegedly affiliated with some sort of

subversive organisation or activity". The 
file contained information from news
papers. Congressional hearings and 
other sources. The names included, de
clared Mr. Philip Young, chairman of 
the Commission, “might or might not” 
some day apply for Government jobs. 

‘He added that the commission did not 
attempt to assess the “reliability of the 
information or its evaluation." The 
evaluation, he said, would be up to the 
head of the agency considering the em
ployment of someone listed.

‘The list, which he called a “reference 
may be referred to as much as 

5,000 times a day in connection with 
Government security investigations, he 
testified. Access to the file, he added, is 
limited to accredited Government secur
ity agents.

‘In addition to this file. Mr. Young 
declared, the commission also has a 
"central security index" that lists 
5,000.000 Government personnel 
gations dating back to 1939.’

The files were described by an official 
as “second only to those of the F.B.I. 
(Federal Bureau of Investigation) as a 
storehouse of such information". 

Somehow one feels that “subversive 
has rather a different meaning for the 
American Civil Service Commission or 
the F.B.I. than it has for us!

The seamy-side of America is reveal
ed not at government level, at which 
level anything and everything can he 
expected, but in business, the heart and 
soul of American life. Corruption, tax
dodging on a huge scale, restrictive prac-
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