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Every Friday and Saturday: 
Social Evenings

GLASGOW
OPEN AIR MEETINGS 
Maxwell Street 
Every Sunday at 7.30 p.m.

For anarchists in particular the 
lessons of Hungary should not be 
allowed to sink out of sight. The 
role played by America, which en- 

after use. Send or write to Freedom I couraged revolt for years through its 
Press I ‘Free Europe’ radio stations, only
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lity and humanity completely lacking in 
the politicians.

After two weeks of addiction I am 
becoming deeply frustrated because of 
the need for an Anarchist bystander 
standing ready to pup up on the screen 
like the advertisements and say ‘You 
see. that's the man you gave power to' 
or ‘Those children are given freedom to 
live , aren’t they obviously better human 
beings than the Grammar School prigs?’ 
and so on—at least three times a day! 
Can't we buy Advertisement space for 
this sort of thing? Perhaps just one 
caustic comment a day? 
Bromley.

OCT. 20—Reg. Wright on 
GROUP WORK IN INDUSTRY

And this is why: 1 am in daily con­
tact with people whose education ended 
when they left school; who get angry 
when 1 disagree with their opinions; 
whose opinions are usually based on old 
fallacies and head-line reading; whose 
chief end in life is to keep in with the 
boss and work for him until death do 
them part. They arc nice people, in 
their way. and there are times of plea­
sure and even co-operation between us. 
but there is no development of our 
relationship—no real trust, openness, 
sincerity; no increase of knowledge and 
self-knowledge through mental inter­
course; no real mutual social life between
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★ Malatesta Club ★
Swaraj House,

32 Percy Street,
Tottenham Court Road, London, W.L 

(Tel.: MUSeum 7277).

ACTIVITIES
Every Sunday at 7.30 p.m.
London Anarchist Group Meetings 

(see Announcements Column)
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Max be this is again irrelevant to P.S.. 
but it isn't to me. I joined the army 
with a C.P. membership card, and had 
my identity discs inscribed ‘atheist’. From 
the C.P. I got lots of a-moral. objective 
analyses of exents. but from the Church 
Huts and Canteens, in manx places. 1 
got food and fags and books, when they 
were badly needed. 1 slid out of the 
C.P.. and I didn't ‘jine the kirk', but 1 
realised what a big word humanity is. 
compared with dialectical—or any other 
kind of—materialism.

P S. seems to think 1 condemn others; 
and that unless 1 take up the line of 
absolute pacifism 1 should not do so. 
Brother. 1 am not condemning; 1 am 
lamenting! 1 lamented every time I 
drove by the ruins of Cassino—should 1 
not have done so. because I was in 
soldier's uniform? I lamented when I 
heard of Hiroshima, and Nagasaki, and 
Bikini Atoll, and the Marshall Islands 
and Xmas Island and . . . Am I wrong 
to do so. because 1 ‘fought' in the war? 
(The only fighting 1 did was against an 
Englishman, in a boxinc-ring).

REMEMBER
HUNGARY

A meeting organised by the 
International Anarchist Centre 

in London.
Anarchist speakers

at the
Malatesta Club,

32 Percy Street, W.l. 
on

Thursday. 17th October, at 8 p.m.

LONDON ANARCHIST 
GROUP

Every Sunday at 7.30 at 
THE MALATESTA CLUB. 
32 Percy Street.
Tottenham Court Road, W.L 

LECTURE - DISCUSSIONS
OCT. 13—Donald Rooum on 
FREEDOM & OWNDOM.

MEETINGS AND 
A NNOUN CEMEN T S

P.S.—1 am hoping my remarks about 
Unions will receive criticism—if I'm 
mixed up 1 would like to be straightened 
out.—E.C.

The Warsaw riots are a reminder 
of the events of last Autumn, when 
the Hungarian students were shot 
down while demonstrating peaceably 
outside the radio station in Buda­
pest. Then events led to a full 
scale revolution, with features which 
gave tremendous encouragement to 
freedom lovers everywhere as the 
people showed themselves once 
again capable of organising society 
not only without the State, but in 
the face of ruthless attack by the 
State.

OCT. 27—Alan Albon on 
HUMBUGGERY
NOV. 3—Giovanni Baldelli on 
ANARCHIST ACTION.
NOV. 10—F. A. Ridley on 
THE SOCIAL ORIGINS OF 
SOCIETY
NOV. 17—Francis Tonks on 
VOLUNTARY WORK CAMPS 
NOV. 24—Arthur Uloth on 
THE ANARCHIST UTOPIA 
DEC. 1—Axel Hoch on 
AM 1 MY BROTHERS EATER? 
DEC. 8—Bob Green on 
SOME SHIBBOLETHS OF 
ANARCHISM. 
Questions. Discussion and Admission 
all free.

OPEN AIR MEETINGS 
Weather Permitting 
HYDE PARK 
Sundays at 3.30 p.m.

THE GREAT KINSHIP'
QAN anyone loan us a copy of the 

pamphlet The Great Kinship by 
Elis^e Reclus for translation into Braille? 

Great care will be taken of the pam­
phlet. which will be returned immediately

sonal life.
The programme is only 15 mins, 

long, so comrades should not expect 
too much, but the treatment is sym­
pathetic and the programme should 
be worth watching. ‘Out of Step' 
is the programme on which A. S. 
Neill appeared’, and it has also 
shown programmes on Nudism and 
Scientology. (For all we know it may 
be referred to at Television House as 
‘Cranks Quarter’!) .

This will be Rita Milton’s second 
appearance on TV, for a year ago, 
in a programme on Hyde Park, she

•Funny, we thought we were the only and John Bishop made brief appear- 
ones in step! ances.

OLR correspondent’s wish is al­
most to be granted. At any rate 

a programme is to be devoted to 
Anarchism in the series OUT OF 
STEP* appearing on ITV at 10.30 
on WEDNESDAYS.

Films have been made of two of 
our comrades.'Rila Millon and Alan 
Albon. Rita was filmed on the 
Platform in Hyde Park and subse­
quently interviewed, and Alan (one 
of the founders of ‘Communitas’) 
was interviewed discussing anarchist 
responsibility as expressed in per-

The editorial reply (24 8 57) to my 
letter explained the causes of the strikers 
violence, and was a corrective to the im­
pression I got from the original article. 
i.e. that Freedom approved of it. 1 xxas 
content to have drawn out the admis­
sion that this xxas not so.

With more courage N.H. has slated 
his opinion ot the strikers' tactics, and 
his refusal to excuse, approve or con­
done hooliganism. 1 agree with him. 
Whether this is a moral judgment or not. 
I don't know. My feeling is not of 
blind condemnation, but of deep sorrow, 
that an organisation that men brought 
forth m brotherhood and victimisation 
and suffering, should in these days stoop 
to such stupid, mean and x icious actions. And you xxere lucky when you used 

your right arm on that platform. Th? 
chances were that you would haxe been 
done"—and out of action for weeks!

Thn. why give as an example Fenner 
Brockway choosing one alternative of 
two—when Fenner Brockway is a fence­
sitter and there were at least three 
courses of action anxwax ? By the wav. 
Fenner Brockway's recent attendance at 
a Roman Catholic function doesn't lead 
one to believe he was so offended by 
Franco!

' FREEDOM

Warsaw Riots Make Us

IOC

IN Warsaw, crowds are rioting. Fol­
lowing the Government’s ban 

upon the students' paper /’<> Prostu, 
students began demonstrating and 
were met by tear gas. baton charges 
and rille shots from the militia.

Ever since the disturbances of last 
year. Poland has enjoyed more free­
dom ot expression than any other 
Communist country, but now 
Gomulka obviously feels strong 
enough to begin to clamp down 
the interest ot monolithic unity,
should never be forgotten that, al­
though for appearances sake and in 
order to prevent popular discontent 
going ‘too far’ Gomulka was brought 
back to power, and has been allowed 
to put up a facade of independence 
from Moscow. Poland is still a 
Communist country, it is still in (he 
Moscow orbit, and freedom of ex­
pression and a Communist govern­
ment go ill together.

P(> Prostu had a circulation of 
150.000. with a strong influence in 
the Union of Socialist Youth. It 
described itself as ‘Left Wing’, and 
freely criticised the government in a 
way that Gomulka can no longer 
tolerate.

These are xour new readers; these arc 
the people you have to get to; spell out 
the ABC for them, and they might learn 
to read. It's no use appealing for new 
readers, you have to win them. It may 
sound silly to you. but the front page 
of Freedom would shock the people I 
live among, and if I urged them to read 
it, I would lose what ground I've made

\X \S on holiday and missed the topi­
cality of the bouquets and brickbats 

hurled at the gay dodgy head of P.S. 
May 1 fight my way through the gang 
pulling him to bits?

i an end in the 
power struggle. On the role of Rus­
sia. nothing further needs to be said 
of its imperialist character.

To commemorate the Hungarian 
struggle, the International Anarchist 
Centre in London is holding a meet­
ing on Thursday at the Malatesta 
Club.

TO effuse even more profusely, who 
said the Spanish Anarcho-Syndical­

ists achieved something? Where are they 
now ?

1 don't mean that they should think 
as I do about books, art. life—I mean 
they should think. But the logic of 
words doesn't touch them—not my 
words. Nothing will convince them that 
building houses is really more important 
than making H-bombs. The fact that 
we are spending £4 million every day on 
destruction they dismiss with a shrug; 
they think it's necessary.

Hungary was crushed, but the 
effect those few weeks of revolt had 
upon the world will never be for­
gotten. The effect upon the Com­
munist parties of the West has been 
to shake them to the foundations to 
an extent from which they will never 
recover, and the Hungarian people 
demonstrated with no shadow of 
contradiction that a modern tyranny 
can be challenged by the people, 
and that the desire for freedom can­
not be crushed out of mind even by 
the conditioning power of a modern 
totalitarian state. i

This discussion max be of value it xve 
don't lose sight of each other behind 
heaps of split words. To me. P.S. makes 
an important point xxhCn he says "Much 
of the editorial writing in Freedom 
assumes a certain attitude in our reader­
ship and a degree of understanding of 
our oxvn attitude." For the sake of 
brevity this is helpful, but hoxx docs it 
affect nexx readers? Do you ever look 
at Freedom with the kindergarten exes 
of a nexx reader? That's what I did 
with the article that started all this 
palaver.

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS

What Do We Mean to New Readers t

, have just acquired a television 
set—as a gift 1 might add—and 1 

have been watching outh Wants to 
Know' in which Wolf Mankowitz was 
asked questions by Grammar School 
youths who obviously felt he used art 
as a means for making money, and like 
all cheap snobs looked down their noses 
at him for being a success. Now what 
prompts this note is that in the short per- 

1 1 have become a television addict 1 
have been amazed, in the programmes 
used as a journalistic medium, how 
often the ideas of Anarchist philosophy 
come up.

Politically speaking—in the first issue 
of Panorama. Chris Chataway interview­
ed a number of Conservatives who had 
voted Liberal in the recent by-election. 
Nine time out of ten they fumbled for 
words trying to express the rights of in­
dividuals and how fed up they were 
with the Slate taking over these rights. 
They weren't in fact pro-liberal but anti­
government whether Conservative or 
Socialist, not realising, shame on their 
innocence, that Liberal would be no dif­
ferent. At least this was a step in the 
right direction but unfortunately there 
was no one by to gixe them a gentle 
shove one step nearer to the point of not 
voting at all.

In to-night's programme I found the 
discussion intensely interesting, especially 
Mr. Mankowitz's struggle to reamin hon­
est to himself. Many of the ideas he ex­
pressed could have come from the An­
archist platform in Hyde Park although 
I felt, often he merely gave a hint of 
ideas which needed hammering home if 
they were to cone across to his audience. 
He wasn’t courageous enough. For ex­
ample in discussing Religion taught in 
schools he was definite enough in stating 
he thought it wrong to teach religion but 
when a sanctimonious 17-year-old asked 
in a superior voice, surely the Christian 
Doctrine of ‘Love thy neighbour' ought 
to' be taught. Mr. Mankowitz merely 
pointed out Lhat he felt other Doctrines 
such as Buddhism should also be ex­
plained. What a golden opportunity this 
would have been to an anarchist 
speaker faced with a similar audience! 
Any Anarchist would have grabbed it to

with them. This is* the problem ot 
propaganda, and unless you can do 
something nexx and original about it. 
I'm afraid things will just bumble along 
as before.

Am 1 asking for the moon? Well. I 
xxoukin't have mentioned it if I hadn't 
thought it worth while
Peebles

Apart from that, someone seems to be 
getting mixed up on the meaning of 
violence. What's breaking windows got 
to do with the violence we (I thought) 
are considerine? Reallv! If you are 
going to use window-breaking one min­
ute and shooting people (as 1 suppose 
the Anarcho-Syndicalists did) the next in 
your argument, we shall get nowhere. 
Break as many windows as you like: 
punch as many noses as you will to stop 
people killing you—you are not a man 
of violence by that standard. The men 
of violence of to-day can be recognised 
—they carry weapons that are made to 
kill or seriously injure. These people, 
even if they are Anarchists or Free­
thinkers or Individualists (i.e. not insti­
tutionalised) are men of violence.

Breaking windows my foot! 
Slough. Ernie Crosswell.

to sit back and allow the people to 
be crushed when they rose up, 
showed that people are thought of 
only as a means to .

PROGRESS OF A DEFICIT! 
WEEK 39
Deficit on Freedom £800
Contributions received £536
DEFICIT £264

September 27 to October 3
Hong Kong: M.S. 10/-: New York, J.S.B. 
5/-: Bakewell: D.M.* 5/-: London: S.B. 2/9: 
London: R.A. 6/1; London: J.S.* 3/-; Lon­
don: D.R.* 10/-; London:
Hartford: M.G.A. 4/-.

Total .
Previously acknowledged .
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Special Subscription Rates for 2 oopiat 
12 months 29/- (U.S.A. $4.50)
6 months 14/6 (U.S.A. $2.25)

Cheques, P.O.'s and Money Orders shoeld 
be made out to FREEDOM PRESS, crossed 
a/c Payee, and addressed to the publishers 
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point out the hypocrisy of teaching a 
doctrine of Love in the schools and then 
condoning conscription which forces 
young men, the same age as this audi­
ence. to go out and murder their fellow 
men.

Mr. Mankowitz did successfully get 
across many points on the rights of the 
individual to his creative medium but in 
the same fashion as I remember A. S. 
Neill once faced with a hostile medical 
school audience. The speakers' manner 
being so simple, honest and lacking in 
the actor's manner as not to come across 
the footlights. He did make many 
statements which were a joy to hear on 
TV such as ‘1 feel that the State should 
interfere as little as possible with the 
rights of he individual'.

Another interesting point in the pro­
grammes on personalities is how obvious 
the insincerity and mumbo-jumbo of the 
politicians becomes. Recently we have 
seen Lord Hailsham. Governor Faubus. 
the Liberal leader and the Leader of the 
Communist party in Great Britain. It's 
quite unbelievable how pat they are and 
how smug. In contrast, figures such as 
A. S. Neill. Kenneth Tynan trying to 
make some money in the 64.000 question. 
Wolf Mankowitz, Donald Soper, all 
come across as ‘big’ people with a humi-
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reveals a personal concern with his 
own power, and his place in history, 
in the event of a Labour victory at 
the next elections. It is quite clear, 
in spite of his denials, that Mr.

The Programme 
‘Out of Step' 

on
Wednesday. Oct. 16th 
at 10.30 p.m. is being 

devoted to 
ANARCHISM

Sabotage Campaign 
in Argentina

BUENOS AIRES

*

Increase in Postal Charges
HE latest increases in postal charges 
will mean an additional burden upon 

the running expenses of Freedom and
Freedom Bookshop.

Will all subscribers therefore please 
note that in future receipts for all monies 
received for subscriptions, funds, etc., 
will be enclosed with the next copy of 
’ tedo'! to be despatched after i^ceipt. 
Will all non-subscribcrs please enclose 
stamped addressed envelopes if their 
communications require reply.

In order to save poundage on Postal 
Orders, small amounts can be paid in 
stamps.

nient.
It.

But Equity is to be congratulated 
on showing something different. 
Something can be done by all those 
who have something that South 
Africa wants, and action by enter­
tainers has the very important effect 
of being immediately noticeable by 
the people (of all races) in South 
Africa.

The "Pajama Game" incident is 
not the first. Band leader Johnny- 
Dankworth has refused to make a 
second tour of South Africa follow­
ing his realisation during his first 
tour that he was playing to segre­
gated audiences.

Dankworth and Humphrey Lyttle- 
lon. with their bands, are playing at 
the Festival Hall. London, on Tues­
day. October 15th. in a jazz concert 
in aid of the South African Treason 
Trial Defence Fund, organised by 
Christian Action. They are giving 
their services tree, and other musi­
cians and singers have promised to 
drop in during the evening.

Starring
Rita Milton and Alan Albon 

ITV ★ Channel Nine

subject. 1 knew I was going to make a 
speech which would offend and even hurt 
many of my friends.’’ This was greeted 
by a great roar of “Hear, hear,’’ and Mr. 
Bevan was stung to shout back : ‘‘Do you 
think I am afraid? I should say what 
1 believe. I don't care what happens

By ‘‘sagacity’’ they are now real­
ising is meant not principled wisdom 
but the awareness that when you 
are in power you cannot behave as 
an irresponsible popular agitator; 
soap-box oratory and front-bench 
slickness don’t mix! Sagacity in 
politics is the ability to carry on 
where your predecessor left off; it’s 
the recognition that politics is a ves­
ted interest, and the diplomatic 
world a closed shop.

Bevan is at present Labour’s Foreign 
Secretary designate as well as want­
ing the job as the next "best thing 
to being Prime Minister designate, 
or even as a stepping stone to that 
more exalted post to which he may 
yet attain if the “statesmanlike 
qualities he revealed at Brighton 
(which converted such an implacable 
enemy as the Manchester Guardian 
into a qualified admirer) are further 
developed between now and the 
general elections. “Unity" in poli­
tical parties is no more than a mar­
riage of convenience between ambi­
tious. ruthless, vain men and women. 
One cannot better describe the 
atmosphere than did James Cam­
eron in his report on the Conference 
in last Friday's News Chronicle 
when he wrote of the Executive:

from the councils of State on the 
tribune cams the quiet rasping sound of 
axes being ground, the gentle sigh of 
knives being delicately inserted into 
backs.

6

TF the Executive Committee had 
asked me to get up and support 

the hydrogen bomb"—Bevan told 
the Delegates—“I would have re­
fused". Indeed had he not “pro­
bably made more speeches to more 
people condemning the bomb" than 
anyone present? He was as “strong­
ly against it as ever”. So nobody 
should misunderstand him. Firstly 
the Party was committed, if return­
ed to power, to “take the initiative 
in suspending tests". But it was 
one thing to give a lead to the other 
Powers by a unilateral suspension 
of tests, and quite another if this 
country were to scrap its stocks of 
nuclear weapons or have nothing to 
do with those countries, allies as well

Treason Trial Counsel 
Refused Passport
'J'HE South African Nationalist

Government’s Minister of the 
Interior. Dr. Donges. has, according 
to a report in last Sunday’s Obser­
ver. refused to issue a passport to 
Mr. Vernon Berrange, one of the 
leading -defence counsels in the 
treason trial.

When the defence applied for a 
long adjournment of the preliminary 
examination early last month, one 
of the chief reasons they advanced 
was that Mr. Berrange had to visit 
England and the United States to 
interview witnesses.

The letter giving the Minister's de­
cision recalls that a passport issued 
to Mr. Berrange. in London, was 
withdrawn in January, 1955. and 
that his application in 1956 for a 
South African passport had been 
refused.

Mr. Berrange's passport was with­
drawn because he had used it for a 
journey to the Soviet Union and had 
given lectures on his experiences 
there when he returned to South 
Africa. Mr. Berrange is one of the 
manx persons named under South 
Africa's Suppression of Communism 
Act.

In a letter to the Minister of the 
Interior. Mr. Berrange says that 
application for a passport was made, 
not for personal reasons, but "to en­
sure that the persons I am repre­
senting at the trial are not deprived 
of witnesses who may be vital for 
the defence.” The Government, he 
added, seenied unmindful of his 
clients' interest even io the extent of 
withholding an elementary right 
front them.

y^T the height of the Attlee-Bevan 
struggle more than two years 

ago we wrote a piece for these col­
umns with the title “Watch Mr. 
Foot. Mr. Bevan & Co."* in which 
we refused to see in these factional 
struggles any glimmer of hope in a 
progressive sense. We wrote:

Not the wilderness for Mr. Foot and 
his friends! They seek the limelight and 
power, and time is pressing for these 
middle-aged politicians thwarted by old 
men and threatened by a bunch of ambi­
tious, up-and-coming yes-men . . . For 
the Bevanites the goal is political power, 
and if. and when, they occupy the gov­
ernment benches they will conduct affairs 
in much the same way as their prede­
cessors. Their means—their tactic, is 
cunning and dangerous, for they appeal 
to. and pose as the real champions, of 
the common man. Yet when they should 
dare to voice their criticisms they will 
treat them as the “rabble

Last week at the Labour Party's 
conference Aneurin Bevan, recently 
returned from his tour of the Capi­
tals of the Near and Far East, from 

successful dress rehearsal as
Shadow Foreign Minister for the 
next Labour Government, speaking 
on International Relations and in 
particular on Labour’s attitude to 
the H-bomb, may have created alarm 
and despondency among his follow­
ers, but from our point of view, as 
our editorial of two years ago was 
predicting/, he simply ran true to 
form. He has shown the “Courage 
and sagacity" which as he wrote at 
the time, he considers the essential 
virtues of the “Statesman".

By “courage", his followers are 
only now discovering, he meant the 
politician’s brazen-faced betrayal of 
his friends in his giddy ascent to the 
coveted rungs of power.

“I have thought anxiously about the

★
'J'HE arguments used by Mr. Bevan 

for rejecting the Norwood 
motion for unilateral abolition of the 
H-bomb were no more original than 
those advanced by the Tories or by 
Mr. Churchill when he announced 
to the House more than two years 
ago that Britain was working on the 
H-bomb. Compare Mr. Churchill's: 

Personally I cannot feel that we 
should have much influence over their 
[the United States'] policy or action, wise 
or unwise, while we are largely depen-

ANARCHISM
ON TELEVISION

•Freedom. Mar. 19. 1955. Also in 
Selections from Freedom, Vol. 5. pp. 
62-64.

dent upon their protection. We too must 
possess substantial deterrent power of 
our own

with Bevan's argument at Brighton 
last week that:

Unfortunately the United States and 
the Soviet Union were in possession of 
the weapon and we were in danger of 
extermination as a consequence. / 
would like to have the opportunity of 
exerting an influence on the policies of 
those countries. But this (the Norwood 
motion] is not the way to do it."

Thus both Churchill and Bevan 
believe that Britain can only influ­
ence the Big Two and prevent them 
from starting an H-war, as a result 
of which “this country would be 
poisoned with the rest of mankind" 
by a show of arms—of H-bombs 
made in Britain. We just cannot 
see how mankind will be saved as 
a result of Britain's possession of 
the Bomb. Either an H-bomb war. 
which every scientist in the world 
believes will definitely or might (de­
pending on their political indepen­
dence or commitment) destroy all 
mankind, has already been ruled 
out by the leaders of East and West 
In which case Foreign Secretary 
Bevan will be as influential or in­
effectual in the international game of 
politics whether he is naked or 
clothed in an H-bomb. Or such a 
suicidal war has not been ruled out 
as a possibility in the Power struggle, 
in which case the possession by 
Britain of the ultimate weapon can 
only add to the dangers of exter­
mination.

The H-bomb is either ineffectual, 
in which case the sooner it is scrap­
ped the better, or it is a threat. It 
can never be a deterrent without 
being a threat to mankind, since its 
effectiveness as a deterrent implies 
that in the last resort it will be used, 
and the moment it is used mankind 
is threatened with annihilation. We 
cannot escape from the bitter logic 
of this argument. When Bevan and 
the Labour Executive attempt to do 
so it is for other reasons than the 
future of mankind.

The Labour Party Conference at 
Brighton was, in fact, committed to 
evolving a programme that would 
win votes at the next election and 
not one of seeking to put forward a 
policy for the commonweal. With 
this end in mind the. Executive soft- 
pedalled on Nationalisation and re­
fused to taken an unequivocal stand 
against the H-bomb as an instrument 
of policy. Listen to one of Mr. 
Bevan's arguments for rejecting the 
Norwood motion.:

Mr. Bevan said he was profoundly 
convinced that nothing would give more 
anxiety to many people who did not 
share their political views than if the 
British nation disengaged itself from its 
obligations and its influence in inter­
national affairs.

gUENOS AIRES is in a state of 
siege, proclaimed by the govern­

ment last Friday and to last for 30 
days. It covers the city and pro­
vince areas, and follows a wave of 
sabotage incidents during the last 
fortnight. The majority of them 
were
telegraph lines. There are also cases 
of lifting railway tracks blowing up 
oil pipelines and obstructing roads.

An official spokesman says, 
“These acts of sabotage have been 
directed from abroad, and the prin­
cipal object is to isolate the provin­
ces from the capital and at the same 
time hamper essential public ser­
vices

“Evidence of co-ordination is pro­
vided by the fact that there were 
seven separate acts of sabotage at 
11 p.m. on October 1."

Under its new powers the Gov­
ernment arrested nearly 300 trade 
union leaders, who are believed to 
include Peronista agents. Arrest of 
meat workers’ leaders was followed 
by announcement of a nation-wide 
packing-house strike unless they 
were released.

Il was among the trade unions that 
the ex-dictator Peron hail his power, 
and it is difficult to see what other 
influence can be strong enough 
among the Argentine workers to­
day to find expression in such a de­
termined campaign of sabotage as 
the present one appears to be.

Another Satellite - p. 3
Educating the

Draughtsmen - p. 3 
Wirsaw Riots - - p. 4

yHE actors’ trade union. Equity, 
has put a ban upon British 

actors and actresses going to South 
Africa if they have to perform be­
fore segregated audiences. Equity 
policy forbids its members to appear 
in any theatre where the colour-bar 
is in operation, and it has put its 
ban into operation on a company 
which was to tour South Africa in 
the American musical "The Pajama 
Game".

Union chief Gordon Sandison told 
the South African theatre chain 
arranging the tour that unless col- 

cases of cutting telephone and | oured people were allowed in to see 
"The Pajama Game" Equity mem­
bers would not accept the engage­
ment.

At this the South African firm. 
South African Consolidated Thea­
tres, which has 140 theatres and is 
controlled by 20th Century-Fox .of 
Hollywood, tried to get an Ameri­
can company to tour the show. But 
British Equity appealed to American 
Equity, who cabled back: ‘Our 
council unanimously endorses your 
stand.’

So no 
Africa.

Incidentally, 20th Centurv-Fox is 
the studio which made "Island in 
the Sun", a. film which, they claim­
ed. broke the screen taboo on inter­
racial romance (although Harry 
Belafonte did not go so far as to 
kiss Deborah Kerr!).

A 20th Century-Fox spokesman 
in Rondon is reported as saying: 

"We are not propagating a colour 
bar because our theatres in Africa 
are licensed only for European audi­
ences.

That is a problem of govern-

Politiw is perhaps the only 

profession for w hich no pre­

paration is thought necessary." 

Robert Izouin Stevenson.

as potential “enemies”, which were 
working on these weapons of des­
truction. In that case, said Mr. 
Bevan, the Statesman,

You will have to say at once that all 
international commitments offered to 
friends and allies must be immediately 
destroyed . . .

What this conference ought not to do 
is to decide on demolishing the whole 
fabric of British international relations 
without putting anything in its place. 
To pass the motion would mean that 
you will send the British Foreign Secre­

tary naked into the conference chamber.” 
Later he declared that if the Nor­

wood motion were accepted “It 
would place a British Foreign Sec­
retary in diplomatic purdah" (which 
is just as well if Mr. Bevan was also 
being sent “naked into the confer­
ence chamber"). Mr. Bevan’s pre­
occupation with the Foreign Secre­
tary’s political attire—or lack of it— 
read in conjunction with the follow­
ing extract from the report of his 
speech:

Mr. Bevan here interrupted his main 
theme to say that some of the newspapers 
had interpreted some of his recent actions 
as being dominated by nothing but a 
desire to be Foreign Secretary himself, 
and when someone from the hall cried 
“Hear, hear” to this he said: "That is a 
pretty bitter thing to say about me. I 
would never do anything I did not believe
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to sign a form admitting the theft, prom­
ising to pay, and not to return to the 
shop. On hearing this, the Chairman of 
the sessions said:

The Aerodrome
Between Two Worlds

Upton Sinclair 3 6
Flowers of Freethought

&. W. Foote 3/6 
A’dous Huxley 2/6 
Margaret Laski 2 6 

John Ruskin 2 6

(Open 10 a.m.—6 
New Books . . 

The Unamericans 
Not by Bread Alone

ZEV at Arthur Jeffress (Pic­
tures) 28 Davies Street Lon­
don, W.l.

► I

But why was the Chairman so furious? 
Does he object, for instance, to the 
policy of the NSPCC which only prose­
cutes as a last resort, and then regards 
doing so as a confession of failure? 
There arc two reasons in the eyes of the 
law why an agreement not to prosecute 
is regarded with disfavour. The first is 
that such an agreement can amount to 
the offences of ‘misprison of a felony’ or 
‘compounding a felony’, and the second 
is the dubious nature of a confession 
which is ‘induced by any promise of 
favour or fear of prejudice’. Plenty of 
instances of police malpractices revolve 
around the second objection, which is 
certainly a valid one.

” I * I

FREEDOM
linually had his designs tinned down by 
town-planning committees on aesthetic 
grounds. No man is good enough to be 
another man's master, said William Mor­
ris. and it would he true, if tautological, 
to rephrase this as, "No legislation is 
good enough to be administered by the 
kind of people who administer legisla­
tion”. The law designed to trap the 
slug, catches the gadfly.

The Free Child
Second-Hand . .

So the World Goes
J. W. Sullivan 3/6 

Rex Warner 3/-

Voltaire
Osbert Sitwell 2/6 

3/6

ilWIiTi

animal husbandry an optimum standard 
of nutrition, far from being utopian, is 
regarded as good practice. Every intel­
ligent stock farmer in rearing animals 
tries to get a minimum diet for maximum 
health and fitness". So the principles of 
stock breeding begin to replace those of 
subnutrition. Bellies are to be filled 
The pale. thin, sickly worker championed 
bv all the earlv Socialists is to be re- 9 *
placed by the Stakhanovite, full of 
energy and sometimes even enthusiasm 
for his work.

This authoritarian dream may be ac­
complished by two alternative methods 
of biological control, neither depending 
on the half-empty belly. The first is a 
reversion to the old forms of physical 
restraint, direct violence or the threat of 
direct violence. We have seen this tech­
nique operate in a number of institutions 
since the days of overt slavery, notably 
the modern labour camps in Russia or 
Nazi Germany. It exists in embryo form 
in every army or in work4iostels such as 
those developed for African mine-boys 
or Japanese textile workers. The em­
ployers point with pride to the balanced 
diets and sanitary sleeping quarters with 
showers, provided at a “reasonable” de­
duction from wages. The ideal aimed 
at is apparently the hen-battery. Some 
of you may be familiar with this inven­
tion. 1 am told that it is the most effi­
cient method of poultry-farming and that 
all poultry farmers will soon have to 
adopt it in order to compete economic­
ally. It requires a minimum of space 
and labour and results in the highest 
egg and flesh output per hen. At the 
age of six months, when laying starts, 
each hen is placed into a wire-mesh cell, 
barely large enough to accommodate it. 
Rows of these cells, one on top of the 
other, are kept in a single room. A 
moving belt passes under each row of 
cells in order to collect the droppings 
and deposit them in bins at the end of 
each row The cell floors slope so that 
when each egg is laid it rolls forward 
into a cup. ready to be collected. Seed 
and mash are carried on another con­
veyor belt past each cell while fresh 
water flows past in a long trough, all 
within easy reach of the birds. The room 
is maintained at constant temperature 
and ultra-violet lamps replace sunshine 
during summer and winter. The hens 
simply feed and lay their eggs. The 
poor layers are soon revealed by their 
empty cups and arc despatched as “young 
roasters” to the poultry shops. The 
efficient hens are kept in their cells for 
one year and then, when their laying 
rate begins to slow down, arc taken out 
and slaughtered. By this time the next

, modest than the Minister, an- 
----- other cog in the education indus­
try gave itself the sack last week. The 
six managers of Whitehall County 
Primary School in Hampshire resigned, 
declaring that “The} were in fact the 
fifth wheel of the coach and considered 
it wise to resign cn bloc to draw the 
attention of the education authority to 
their opinion that they had outlived their 
usefulness". A welcome exception to 
Godwin's contention that "all public 
establishments include in them the idea 
of permanence". Not of course that 
the Minister has any idea of permanence 
either. He is simply sitting in Curzon 
Street waiting for his promotion to come 
through.

Meanwhile the permanent officials of 
the Ministry are busy ensuring that they

I should have thought a document of 
that sort w'as a particularly pernicious 
one. If someone breaks into a house, 
gets caught and says, ‘Here is the swag 
1 have taken: I will sign to say I will 
not come back again’, a pretty kettle of 
fish would ensue.

OPEN DAILY
.30 p.m., 5 p.m. Sats.)

TT does not seem likely that this was
uppermost in the minds of the Mag­

istrates’ Association in its recent protest 
to the Home Office about Liverpool’s 
scheme for dealing with juvenile offen­
ders. so much as the fact tha^ the scheme, 
like Foyle's system, dispenses with the 
services of the magistrate, and "avoids 
the normal procedure of a hearing and 
determination by a court”. Reading be­
tween the lines of the Magistrates' Asso­
ciation report, says Robert Kee, who in­
vestigated the scheme for the Sunday 
Times, "one might expect to find the 
chief constable of Liverpool a cross be­
tween Governor Faubus and General 
Serov”. What he found in fact was “a 
large, affable, intelligent man of re­
forming views” who declares "It is 
recovery we want, not punishment”. 
What his system consists of is 
the employment of ‘specially selected'

Wf" Continued on p. 3

Freedom for 17/8/57).
And if this surprises you. you ought 

to remember that Neill's precursor 
Homer I ane was deported from this 
country as an "undesirable alien”, or 
that Havelock Ellis was prosecuted for 
obscenity, or that Eric Lyons, the archi­
tect of virtually the only post-war 
privately-built housing estates with any 
positive aesthetic merits at all. has con-

V. Dudintse^ 18/-
Peron: his Rise and Fall 

Frank Owen 21/- 
Our Nuclear Adventure: its
Possibilities and Perils

D. G. Arnott 11/6 
Voluntary Societies and
Social Policy M. Root: 35 -
The Problem Family A. S. Neill 7/6 
That Dreadful School A. S. Neill 7 6 
Hearts not Heads in the School

A. S. Neill 7/6 
A. S. Neill 9 6

JN the square mile or so west of Bond
Street, where there are so many pic­

ture shops with names like The So-and- 
So Gallery (or Collection or Society) or 
Someone-or-other et jrere, the name of 
Arthur Jeffress (Pictures) is outstanding 
for its honesty; and there is something 
pleasantly useful, too, about the kind of 
work this dealer has offered for sale 
recently. There is too much “Gallery 
Painting” done these days. Too many 
artists, including some very talented 
ones, work with no particular purpose in 
mind, beyond a vague idea that their 
stuff might be bought for some public 
or private museum and admired by 
people who have gone specially to see 
it. The Jeffress artists, on the other 
hand, seem to want their work to be 
used in decorating homes and pubs and 
workplaces, where people can live with 
it and enjoy it.

Do not misunderstand me. I do not 
mean the pictures and sculptures sold by 
Jeffress are bad or corny or slushy like 
the junk which decorates a lot of homes 
and pubs. They are all up to the stan­
dard of at least the average gallery 
paintings, and they are of many styles 
and subjects; but they have also a de­
corative quality, a bright liveliness that 
makes them worthy of house-space and 
not just collection-space.

The current exhibition at Jeffress’s 
gallery (until October 25) is a one-man 
show of "Paintings, Etchings and Sculp-

'T'HIS point is made very well in an 
article in the current issue of 77i<? 

Twentieth Century by Miss Jenny 
Nasmyth, who writes:

The trouble with sober and highly
organized units, whether they arc socie­
ties or families, is that too many things 
become impossible for them. They are 
inhibited—bv the danger of establishing 
a precedent, by fear of the exception that 
might prove the rule, by a secret belief 
in the validity of the Categorical Impera­
tive . . . The final answer of bureaucracy 
or the central government to any awk­
ward proposal is: ‘I agree that in your 
case it would do no harm . . . but what 
would happen if everybody else did it?’ 
If officialdom were left to itself, it would, 
with the best will in the world, use this 
argument until everything had ground to 
a standstill. This is why we need gad­
flies, and this is why their influence is 
out of all proportion to their status . . . 
The impossible is shown to be possible, 
the necessary evil is exposed as unneces­
sary, the logical answer is made to look 
silly. Given the prevailing conditions, 
physical and intellectual, of work inside 
the official organs of government, this 
must now be done mainlv from the out­
side.”

Two recent examples of the kind of 
attitude she was criticising come, not 
surprisingly, from magistrates. In the 
course of a case at London Sessions, on 
September 24th. it was revealed that 
Fovles, the booksellers in Charing Cross 
Road, rarely prosecute people caught 
stealing books. Instead they asked them

Later Foyles explained:
We use these forms for the sake of 

kindness. The vast majority of our 
customers are students, teachers, clergy­
men. and other professional people, and 
Miss Christina Foyle, who suggested the 
idea, did not want to take them to court 
and ruin their careers. Very often it is 
a low price book that is involved. On 
the other hand, we do not want people 
who have taken books hanging round 
here."
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of the Wacky
ture by ZEV’’. A note in the catalogue 
informs us that Zev is Dan Harris, a 
former Professor of Fine Arts and Archi­
tecture at New York University; but 
there is nothing pedantic-looking about 
his work. Rather, it reminds one of 
child art.

There is, for instance, a painted wood­
en tower with a keyhole-shaped glass 
window through which one can see a 
cut-out plywood head: exactly what a 
child might construct of cardboard and 
cellophane. His heads arc earless, with 
the face in profile and one eye looking 
straight at you. and his birds fly on 
single feathers. But the technique of 
his painting and etching and modelling 
is that of a highly skilled adult, and his 
bright colour-schemes are not those of 
a child, but rather those of a sophisti­
cated artist who intends his paintings to 
brighten the rooms they are hung in.

His humour is very sophisticated too. 
The first time you see his productions (I 
use the word "you" in the egoistic sense, 
naturally) you are conscious of a vague 
sense of fun; the second time you see 
them the fun is the most striking thing 
about them. It is a humour rather like 
Paul Klee’s, quite impossible to describe 
in words. If one mentions, for instance, 
a pair of bronze candlesticks in the form 
of horses with quarter-moons for heads, 
or a painting of a stick man releasing a 
bird, one fails to say what is funny 
about them. They arc not cartoons or 
illustrations of jokes, but there is a subtle 
sense of the wacky that makes one smile 
delightedly at every piece in the show.

DR.

(Continued from previous issue)

VV/HAT pan do reforms under capital- 
W ism play in the promotion of 

health? I think they have a definite 
role in preventing or alleviating the 
grosser organic diseases against whichFREEDOM BOOKSHOP | they are in fact directed. Thus school 
meals may prevent many cases of mal­
nutrition and the reduction of industrial 
hazards has reduced occupational 
diseases and accident rates substantially. 
The development of “free" national 
health services has also undoubtedly 
served to relieve much immediate dis­
comfort of those already ill. But the 
major contribution to individual health 
On any large scale must inevitably depend 
on radical changes in man’s social and 
physical environment. If one accepts 
the hypothesis that authoritarian societies 
actually require some widespread form 
of biological deprivation to ensure their 
survival then reformist measures must 
fail. Only a society which does not call 
for submissive subjects, that is. a non- 
authoritariah society, can provide the 
conditions for full health.

John Hewetson's booklet points out 
in fact how ineffective many reformist 
measures have proved. The problem 
has frequently appeared to be one of 
simple economics yet wage increases 
have seldom resulted in significant eleva­
tion of the standard of living on any 
large scale owing to concomitant price 
rises. Some slum clearance schemes 
have actually caused deterioration in 
health since the higher rents demanded 
for the improved housing left even less 
money for food. Raising school leaving 
age in the interests of education has re­
sulted in increased economic hardship, 
particularly for large families. And 
there are numerous other similar 
examples.

The reforms usually act as palliatives, 
and may serve to tide the authorities 
over difficult periods, later only too often 
losing much of their effectiveness.

What condemns the capitalist form of 
authoritarian society in the eyes of other 
authoritarians, the Marxists, Fascists or 
other totalitarian subvarieties for ex­
ample, is not its inhumanity but its 
economic inefficiency. Physical disease 
cripples man's activity and social useful­
ness and sometimes makes him a burden 
on society. By contrast a physically fit 
worker is capable of greater efforts, has 
?. lower accident rate and takes less sick 
leave, on the whole a much sounder pro­
position. They arc relearning the les­
sons of the poultry farmer.

Sir John Boyd Orr remarked

batch of six-months-olds is ready. I 
am told that battery hens are fat, con­
tented and lay well. The egg-yolks are 
usually paler than those of free-range 
hens but no significant fall-off in quality 
has yet been demonstrated. But the 
crowning triumph has only recently been 
announced. An American has at last 
succeeded in developing a species of hen 
which requires no plucking. It is com­
pletely featherless. Apart from the fact 
that it may feel the cold more it is said 
to be equal to ordinary hens in all other 
respects. The economic horizons of 
poultry-farming are indeed extending.

The moral to mankind, obsessed by 
ideas of economic efficiency, increasing 
production and reducing costs, should be 
obvious.

REEDOM is not alone in wondering 
whether the Minister of Education 

has any function at all. In a letter to 
the Manchester Guardian. Mr. Ronald 
Gill, headmaster of Grimsby Grammar 
School writes. "In all my 35 years of 
teaching 1 have not known more than 
two Ministers of Education who really 
knew much about the work. Is there 
any virtue in maintaining the post as 
such?” And a correspondent of the 
Daily Telegraph asks:

"Can there be revolving doors at the 
Ministry of Education? There must be! 
One side may be for our incoming Min­
isters, the other for our outgoing Minis­
ters. with just time perhaps, for a Good 
Luck. Old Man.

When Lord Hailsham took over the 
Ministry from Sir David Eccles (who 
was known there as the Abominable 
Showman), he was going to be. accord­
ing to the press, the dynamic organiser 
to make good the leeway in technical 
education. But no sooner had he re­
arranged his office furniture than he was 
succeeded by Mr. Geoffrey Lloyd, who 
also thinks he is equipped for this task, 
since he was. "apparently the first Min­
ister of Education ever to have been a 
science specialist at school". (Harrow, 
of course).

Lord Hailsham was in office long 
enough to address the annual conference 
of the National Union of Teachers, and 
in the course of his speech he declared 
that. "To under-educate your masters is 
to invite them to become the target for 
the tub-thumper, the fodder of the pro­
paganda machine". The thought obvi­
ously impressed him. for on September 
18th. he left the Ministry to become 
Lord President of the Council and Chair­
man of the Conservative Party organisa­
tion—in other words boss of the propa­

nda machine. But that's the kind of 
chap he is. He said last March, address­
ing the London Head Teachers' Associa­
tion. "If anyone twelve months ago had 
told me that I would be Minister of 
Education, or a Cabinet Minister at all. 
I should have thought him insane . . .

You may say. of course, that some 
kind of figurehead is necessary if only 
to wield the rubber stamp and lay foun­
dation stones, but the turnover in the 
office is so rapid that the Minister can­
not even do that efficiently. A new 
pamphlet from the Ministry has a fore­
word signed by the last Minister-but-

one. and a hastily inserted note signed by 
the last Minister, but by the time it 
reached the public yet another Minister 
was exercising his dynamic leadership. 
And at his first public engagement, this 
indispensable character forgot his lines. 
He was supposed to be opening the new 
Brunel College of Technology at Acton, 
but after talking for twenty minutes, he 
sat down without having done so. and 
the embarrassed proposer of the vote of 
thanks could only say. "1 thank the Min­
ister for intending to declare this college 
open.”

Nor is this unusual, for a few months 
ago his predecessor, eager beaver Hail­
sham. went to open a school at Ham in 
Middlesex and finished his speech with­
out remembering what he had come for. 
It makes you think of the absent-minded 
royal lady who. presenting the cup at a 
prize day. threw it at the grand piano 
with the words. "1 name this ship the 
Empress of Britain. May God bless all 
who sail in her.

become more permanent still, and. a fort­
night ago. there came into operation part 
of the machinery for this process, the 
obligation for all independent schools to 
register at the Ministry. Il will be ille­
gal after March 31st. 1958. to conduct an 
independent school which is neither 
registered nor provisionally registered. 
Anyone who docs so or gives the im­
pression that his school is registered 
while it is only provisionally registered, 
will be liable on summary conviction to 
a fine not exceeding £20 and. on a sub­
sequent conviction, to imprisonment as 
well as a fine.

The grounds upon which the Ministry 
may refuse registration arc:

That the school premises or any parts
thereof arc unsuitable for a school; that 
the accommodation provided at the 
school premises is inadequate or unsuit­
able having regard to the number, ages, 
and sex of the pupils attending the 
school; that efficient and suitable instruc­
tion is not being provided at the school 
having regard to the ages and sex of the 
pupils attending thereat; that the pro­
prietor of the school or any teacher 
employed therein is not a proper person 
to be the proprietor of an independent 
school or to be a teacher in any school, 
as the case may be."

The Minister himself hasn't been in 
office long enough to find out what all 
this verbiage actually means, but it is 
so vague and comprehensive (what do 
‘suitable’ and ‘proper’ mean in law?) 
that it means in fact whatever the Min- 
instrv's officials sav it means.

On the face of it. the purpose of regis­
tration is to protect children from those 
dubious baby-farms which exist to make 
money from the snobbery or credulity 
of ignorant or absent parents, but in 
practice, such is the irony of legislation, 
it is liable to penalise so well-loved and 
admired an educational pioneer as A. S. 
Neill (see “Summerhill in Danger in
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cases are awaiting trial compared with 
810 at the same time last year and 2,113 
in September. 1954. This is sufficient 
cause for investigation.

—Manchester Guardian.

The ‘Sagacity* of 
the Hon. Mr. 

Bevan, P.C.
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Continued from p. 1
There are many people in this 

•country who would feel great 
anxiety if Mr. Bevan were to become 
Prime Minister. Does Mr. Bevan 

•consider this a valid argument for 
retiring from the political arena? 
We hardly think so. Then why does 
he show concern for those who “do 
not share our political views’’, etc. . . 
if not because he and his colleagues 
are themselves “anxious” to get their 
votes at the next elections?

Canon Colomb, director of the Centre 
National Catdchistique, the Abb6 Courd- 
cau. director of the Institut Supdrieur 
Cat^chistique of Paris, and Mlle. Dinjon. 
director of the centre for Christian edu­
cation of young children, were recently 
relieved of their posts by order of the 
Vatican for refusing to teach the doctrine 
of original sin to young children.

—Times Educational Supplement, 
(4/10/57).
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timetable of its journey ings 
through space as precise as anything 
one can find in the columns of a 
Bradshaw timetable- and with this 
subtle difference, that the earth 
satellite has been running to time! 
All the romance of a Simplon-Orient 
Express timetable is now lost as we 
look through the schedule for the 
Blip-Express for October 7:

05 28 Calcutta, 06 30 Guatemala, 06 37 
Washington, 06 38 New York. 06 47 
Reykjavik. 06 52 Stockholm, 06 53 
Tallinn. 06 55 Tula. 06 59 Baku. 07 01 
Tehran, 07 14 Denver, 08 31 Hamburg, 
08 31 Berlin. 08 32 Budapest. 08 33 
Belgrade, 08 34 Sofia, 08 38 Cairo. 10 10 
Bordeaux, 10 II Barcelona.,

A new dimension has been added 
to human imagination!

★

Jf.,

I ITTLE Basic Education has been 
going on in the correspondence 

columns of The Draughtsman, organ of 
the Association of Engineering and 
Shipbuilding Draughtsmen. Mr. William 
Greenwood was criticised in the July 
issue by Mr. P. K. Heaton, for painting 
a ‘dismal’ picture of our capitalist 
society, Mr. Heaton implying that any­
one who did that must be a Marxist 
waving a ‘blueprint’. Back came two 
‘Letters to the Editor’ as a means of put­
ting over some elementary lessons in 
the trade-union backwoods.

Mr. Greenwood writes:
, . I would point out that the

socialist movement has. from its very 
beginning been divided into two distinct 
parts, the libertarian socialists 'anar­
chists), and the authoritarian socialists 
(communists, socialists, social democrats. 
Labourites, etc.).

The libertarian socialists believe that
a free socialist society can only be 
achieved when man ceases to have power 
over man. As any Stale, capitalist, com­
munist or half-and-half, is composed of 
the rulers, who hold the power, and the 
ruled who do not. it is necessary to 
destroy the State before we can set about 
building a free society. As socialist 
political action (electioneering, winning 
seats in parliament, forming ‘socialist’ 
governments) is concerned solely with 
gaining power it is rejected by libertar-

Youfh t .r c," oaper 2s.
Food Production and Population M 
Who will do the Dirtv Work?

SOVIET PRESS AND
SACCO-VANZETTI
ANNIVERSARY

boards 2s. 6d., paper Is. 
i Is.

2d.satisfactory”.
Its real offence, like that of Miss 

Foyle’s ‘pernicious’ form, is that it cuts 
across the Official Way of Doing Things. 
Put 'em in the dock, say the magistrates. 
Refuse them registration, says the Min­
istry. Make it conform, says the Town- 
Planning Committee. For the voice of 
authority has a very limited range. Like 
Jehovah, it either says Thou Shalt or 
Thou Shalt Not. C.W.

ian socialists as leading to as great an 
evil as it sets out to destroy.

Authoritarian socialists, on the other 
hand, believe it is possible to take con­
trol of the State and to administer it in 
the interests of the workers. Believing 
this they devote most of their energy to 
political action and regard industrial 
action with disfavour. The mam differ­
ence between the communists and the 
other types of authoritarian socialists is 
that the communists are willing to use 
violence to gain control of the State 
whilst the rest rely on democratic 
means.

And in his letter, Mr. Pickneil de­
clares :

. . . The greater part of the socialist 
movement while surviving ^as deflected 
from its true course. Broadly speaking 
it happened as follows. In countries 
with a parliamentary system, sought to 
gain seats, and in doing so, gain control. 
When in control they intended to abolish 
capitalism and replace it with a society 
in which people would be free from 
poverty, oppression, exploitation
war. They did not know, and appar­
ently still do not, the parliamentary sys­
tems are subtly designed to maintain a

F z

experiments, which can only be 
carried out on this earth, by you, 
me and the next man: the search 
for the “elixir” of human happiness!
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MORE BAD TEETH
JN his annual report, the chief school 

medical officer for Nottinghamshire, 
says (according to the Manchester 
Guardian for 21/8, 57) that the children 
in his care have worse teeth to-day than 
in 1931. a year of depression and pov­
erty. Of 22.000 children examined last 
year just over 91 per cent, were found to 
have dental defects requiring treatment. 
The scheme for routine dental care, he 
says, instead of pursuing the primary aim 
of preserving teeth, has become instead 
an emergency service for the alleviation 
of pain and sepsis.

A report on the situation in London in 
the British Dental Journal for September 
17 tells a similar story. The number of 
caries-free children for every hundred 
has declined: in 1950 22.2 per cent of 
the new school entries were caries-free. 
In 1956 only one five-year-old out of 70 
children was caries-free.

X J

ruling class. T
the circumstances was to become the 
ruling class themselves. Now, once 
established, any ruling class seeks to 
maintain its position. Jt docs this by 
oppressing those who seek its downfall 
and by giving privileges to those who 
support it. In (his manner parliament­
ary socialists failed to produce 
socialism . , ,

1 do not propose to go into what hap­
pened in Russia (and this is not because 
it meets with my approval). Basically 
the result was the same. Namely the 
new rulers are as reactionary as the old.

I think of the capitalist system as if 
it were a tree. A little judicious pruning 
(as done by parliamentary socialist >) 
does no harm. To kill it you must des­
troy the roots. These are property, 
money and their supporting side shoots 
among which are the State, Parliament, 
the armed forces, prison, etc.
“Until these go you won't have a hope 

of getting the freedoms I have mentioned 
—and this state of affairs can only be 
brought about by the direct action of the 
working class.

"A person who advocates these 
changes is usually called an anarchist.

. Russians have warned the 
— world to expect “something 

extra special” on November 7, the 
40th anniversary of the Bolshevik 
revolution. Perhaps we shall be 
forgiven if, in the special circum­
stances, we hazard a guess as to 
what this “something” will be. The 
Russians are out to dominate the 
world of the spirit! On November 
8th they will launch an earth satel­
lite into which they will have placed 
Lenin’s embalmed corpse plus re­
cordings of his collected works, or 
rather, since these earth satellites 
move so fast, recording of his great­
est dictums, in every language on 
the satellite’s route. And mankind 
which has been waiting for two 
thousand years to hear the voice of 
“God” will for ail time be able to 
tune in to the voice of “Lenin”, and 
with the knowledge that somewhere 
in the firmament His embalmed 
body is watching over every one of 
His children; not metaphorically 
speaking but a visible reality . . . 
05.28 over Calcutta, 06.30 over 
Guatemala, 06.37 over Washington 
. .*. (Russian Time of course).

The established Churches will 
have to pull up their gaiters. Only 
last week the Bishop of Chichester 
was appealing to his fellow Bishops 
to bring the Church’s thinking into 

line with modern scientific discover­
ies”. One wonders whether his 
Lordship had some advance notice 
of what was about to happen in 
outer space for his appeal could not 
have been better timed. He sugges­
ted that this rethinking should be 
“carried odt in co-operation with 
scientists” which just shows what a 
practical man he is! The scientists 
will be well able to provide the 
Churches with a satellite and trans­
mitters. But have the Churches the 
right man to travel in it in the cause 
of immortality?

★

jyjORE seriously, we would en­
dorse what Mr. Nehru had to 

; news 
conference in Tokyo last week:

He suggested that it was a fantastic 
situation when such advances came in a 
world still conducting its politics in 
Stone Age terms"—a world of "military 

alliances, armament races, and threats of 
war.

He did not think the launching of the 
satellite would affect the world situation, 
except to make people think of the 
absurdity of war and military forces". 

The gap between scientific advance and 
the state of society “shows our inability 
to adjust to the age we live in. Psycho­
logically and mentally we still live in a 
past age."—Reuter.

But we shall only live in the pre­
sent when the Mr. Nehrus—that is 
the politicians—the industrialists and 
financiers, get off our backs and 
mankind can stand up and take in 
for itself what is going on in the 
world. Then perhaps we may even 
get the scientists on our side . . . 

And as the satellite train leaves 
our planet with every seat occupied 
by the political, military, religious 
and industrial leaders of the world 
in search of new dominions (and 
unaware that the transmitters have 
been jammed and the mechanism 
for their safe return to this planet 
sabotaged), science will have cleared

Not the way for that most exciting of all
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paper 6s.
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pIRST let us sit back and marvel 
at Man’s ingenuity and achieve­

ment in the field of Science, 
only have the Russian scientists suc­
ceeded in launching this earth satel­
lite beyond the grasp of gravity. 
They have even been able to give us

THE Soviet magazine New Times (No. 
34, Aug. 22, 1957) devotes a page 

to an article "In Memory of Sacco and 
Vanzetti" by Lev Nikulin, commemorat­
ing the thirteenth anniversary of their 
execution. Needless to say. Mr. Niku­
lin’s article referred to Sacco and Van­
zetti as “working-class militants” and 
failed to mention that they were anar­
chists.

A number of other papers in Europe 
and America, recalling their trial and 
execution, have referred to them as 
Communists. An article in the York­
shire Evening Post (3/8/57) referred to 
in Freedom recently, declares, for in­
stance, that Sacco and Vanzetti were 
“really on trial because they were openly 
of Communist opinions”. It is as well 
to recall Vanzetti's own statement in 
court on the subject from the transcript 
of their trial (Vol. V., p. 4921):
”... we do believe that there ought 

to be a change, and that it should be 
in the direction of more freedom and 
not more coercion. That is where we 
are opposed to every theory of authori­
tarian communism and socialism; for 
they would rivet more or less firmly the 
chains of coercion on human spirit, just 
as we are opposed to the present system, 
which is based upon coercion”.

-rfT’
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SACCO & VANZETTI AND 
T«£ SALEM WITCHES

The Governor of Massachusetts and 
the Mayor of Boston have before them 
requests, made on the 30th anniversary 
of the execution of Nicola Sacco and 
Bartoidmeo \Anzetti. for clearing the 
record of the charges against them “as 
has been done in the case of the so- 
called Salem witches.” Sacco and Van­
zetti were executed Aug. 23, 1927, on 
charges of holdup and murder, but world 
opinion has held since their arrest in 
1919 that they were victimized for their 
radical beliefs.

A standing offer of sculptor Gutzon 
Borglum. made ten years ago, has been 
renewed to place his bas relief sculpture 
of the two men in Boston Common. 
The sculpture bears the sentence from 
one of Vanzetti's letters from prison: 

“What I wish more than all else in 
this last hour of agony is that our case 
and our fate be understood in their real 
being and serve as a tremendous lesson 
to the forces of freedom so that our 
suffering and death will not have been in 
vain.”

The proposals for vindication of Sacco 
and Vanzetti were made by Aldino Feli- 
cani. Boston printer, and newspaperman 
Gardner Jackson, original organizers of 
the Sacco-Vanzetti defence in the 20’s. 

—National Guardian 
(Chicago) 9/9/57. 

[Readers are reminded that The Witches 
of Salem, the French film based on 
.Arthur Millers The Crucible (reviewed 
in Freedom 7/9/57) is still showing at 
the Academy Cinema. London],

People & Ideas
8^* Continued from o. 2 
police officers as “Juvenile Liaison Offi­
cers", who fulfil rather similar super­
visory functions to those of probation 
officers, but without taking the children 
to court. The two main advantages Mr. 
Kee found in the system are firstly that 
it is “saving many boys who are not, 
and never will be, real criminals, from 
having a ‘criminal record’, and secondh­
and most important, it is doing a job of 
crime prevention which the courts are 
incapable of doing". The success of the 
system he infers from the figures. The 
percentage of juvenile offenders with 
‘previous history’ appearing again before 
the Liverpool court in 1956 was 48.1 per 
cent. The percentage of those dealt with 
bv the J.L.O. scheme who have com­
mitted further offences by the end of Q 
1956 (five years) was 8.4 per cent.

Mr. Kee stresses the libertarian objec­
tions to the scheme, but concludes that 
the Magistrates’ fears, "though justifiable 
in principle, were quite beside the point
and that "the orthodox system of dealing 
with juvenile offenders as practised in 
most of the rest of the country is un-

W/HATEVER Lord Packenham
may say about the Confer­

ence (in last Sunday's Observer) as
the most significant since 1935. we
.are convinced that James Cameron
is nearer the mark when he described 
it as “a flood of anaesthetic oratory,
the relentless march of the worn-out
phrase and the cliche rubbed smooth
by years of indefatigable use”. Of
course there is going to be a lot of
heart-searching and explaining away
in Tribune offices during the next
few weeks. In one speech the great 
man has knocked the Bevan out of
Bevanite. Still Mr. Foot and his 
friends have only themselves to
blame for that. They can’t say they
hadn’t been warned of the dangers 
of the Cult of the Personality and
yet they persisted in building up
farmer Nye as the man sent by Pro­
vidence. And now he has let them
down. But who knows, Mr. Foot is
probably chuckling away to himself 
in his office as he doodles with the
word “Foot”:

Brutus and Caesar: what should
be in the “Caesar"?

Why should that name be sounded
more than yours?

Write them together, yours is as
fair a name;

.Sound them, it doth become the
mouth as well;

Weigh them, it is as heavy; con­
jure with ’em.

Foot” will start a spirit as soon
as “Bevan”

blow, in the name of all the gods
at once,

Upon what meat doth this our
Bevan feed,

That he has grown so great? . . . .
■“H’m,”—says Michael as he ap­

proaches the office mirror, jaw thrust saY about the^satellite, at his 
forward, chest expanded to capacity
—“and why not?
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GOODNESS knows what are the 
military implications of the suc­

cessful launching of a Russian earth 
satellite which is, as we write these 
lines, “blipping” merrily along on 
its fortieth circuit of the earth. We 
leave such speculations to the mili­
tary pundits—though in passing it 
is noteworthy that in the United 
States there is, according to the 
(9 tenor’s correspondent, already 
such “public concern” that it is 
“likely to affect radically the de­
fence-cutting programme”, which 
just goes to show that armaments 
are still just as much a vested inter­
est for some as they are supposed to 
be the “only deterrent” for others.

★

LET’S CALL IT OFF’
The new jaw year begins to-day (Oct. 

1). As the courts reassumble to tackle 
the list of cases awaiting trial, barristers 
will be rufully surveying a decline in the 
volume of litigation, particularly over 
the last eighteen months.

That a slump in litigation is in pro­
gress is undeniable . . . The reader of 
the new list for non-jury actions in the 
Queen's Bench Division will note that 555
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to sign a form admitting the theft, prom­
ising to pay, and not to return to the 
shop. On hearing this, the Chairman of 
the sessions said:

The Aerodrome
Between Two Worlds

Upton Sinclair 3 6
Flowers of Freethought

&. W. Foote 3/6 
A’dous Huxley 2/6 
Margaret Laski 2 6 

John Ruskin 2 6

(Open 10 a.m.—6 
New Books . . 

The Unamericans 
Not by Bread Alone

ZEV at Arthur Jeffress (Pic­
tures) 28 Davies Street Lon­
don, W.l.

► I

But why was the Chairman so furious? 
Does he object, for instance, to the 
policy of the NSPCC which only prose­
cutes as a last resort, and then regards 
doing so as a confession of failure? 
There arc two reasons in the eyes of the 
law why an agreement not to prosecute 
is regarded with disfavour. The first is 
that such an agreement can amount to 
the offences of ‘misprison of a felony’ or 
‘compounding a felony’, and the second 
is the dubious nature of a confession 
which is ‘induced by any promise of 
favour or fear of prejudice’. Plenty of 
instances of police malpractices revolve 
around the second objection, which is 
certainly a valid one.

” I * I

FREEDOM
linually had his designs tinned down by 
town-planning committees on aesthetic 
grounds. No man is good enough to be 
another man's master, said William Mor­
ris. and it would he true, if tautological, 
to rephrase this as, "No legislation is 
good enough to be administered by the 
kind of people who administer legisla­
tion”. The law designed to trap the 
slug, catches the gadfly.

The Free Child
Second-Hand . .

So the World Goes
J. W. Sullivan 3/6 

Rex Warner 3/-

Voltaire
Osbert Sitwell 2/6 

3/6

ilWIiTi

animal husbandry an optimum standard 
of nutrition, far from being utopian, is 
regarded as good practice. Every intel­
ligent stock farmer in rearing animals 
tries to get a minimum diet for maximum 
health and fitness". So the principles of 
stock breeding begin to replace those of 
subnutrition. Bellies are to be filled 
The pale. thin, sickly worker championed 
bv all the earlv Socialists is to be re- 9 *
placed by the Stakhanovite, full of 
energy and sometimes even enthusiasm 
for his work.

This authoritarian dream may be ac­
complished by two alternative methods 
of biological control, neither depending 
on the half-empty belly. The first is a 
reversion to the old forms of physical 
restraint, direct violence or the threat of 
direct violence. We have seen this tech­
nique operate in a number of institutions 
since the days of overt slavery, notably 
the modern labour camps in Russia or 
Nazi Germany. It exists in embryo form 
in every army or in work4iostels such as 
those developed for African mine-boys 
or Japanese textile workers. The em­
ployers point with pride to the balanced 
diets and sanitary sleeping quarters with 
showers, provided at a “reasonable” de­
duction from wages. The ideal aimed 
at is apparently the hen-battery. Some 
of you may be familiar with this inven­
tion. 1 am told that it is the most effi­
cient method of poultry-farming and that 
all poultry farmers will soon have to 
adopt it in order to compete economic­
ally. It requires a minimum of space 
and labour and results in the highest 
egg and flesh output per hen. At the 
age of six months, when laying starts, 
each hen is placed into a wire-mesh cell, 
barely large enough to accommodate it. 
Rows of these cells, one on top of the 
other, are kept in a single room. A 
moving belt passes under each row of 
cells in order to collect the droppings 
and deposit them in bins at the end of 
each row The cell floors slope so that 
when each egg is laid it rolls forward 
into a cup. ready to be collected. Seed 
and mash are carried on another con­
veyor belt past each cell while fresh 
water flows past in a long trough, all 
within easy reach of the birds. The room 
is maintained at constant temperature 
and ultra-violet lamps replace sunshine 
during summer and winter. The hens 
simply feed and lay their eggs. The 
poor layers are soon revealed by their 
empty cups and arc despatched as “young 
roasters” to the poultry shops. The 
efficient hens are kept in their cells for 
one year and then, when their laying 
rate begins to slow down, arc taken out 
and slaughtered. By this time the next

, modest than the Minister, an- 
----- other cog in the education indus­
try gave itself the sack last week. The 
six managers of Whitehall County 
Primary School in Hampshire resigned, 
declaring that “The} were in fact the 
fifth wheel of the coach and considered 
it wise to resign cn bloc to draw the 
attention of the education authority to 
their opinion that they had outlived their 
usefulness". A welcome exception to 
Godwin's contention that "all public 
establishments include in them the idea 
of permanence". Not of course that 
the Minister has any idea of permanence 
either. He is simply sitting in Curzon 
Street waiting for his promotion to come 
through.

Meanwhile the permanent officials of 
the Ministry are busy ensuring that they

I should have thought a document of 
that sort w'as a particularly pernicious 
one. If someone breaks into a house, 
gets caught and says, ‘Here is the swag 
1 have taken: I will sign to say I will 
not come back again’, a pretty kettle of 
fish would ensue.

OPEN DAILY
.30 p.m., 5 p.m. Sats.)

TT does not seem likely that this was
uppermost in the minds of the Mag­

istrates’ Association in its recent protest 
to the Home Office about Liverpool’s 
scheme for dealing with juvenile offen­
ders. so much as the fact tha^ the scheme, 
like Foyle's system, dispenses with the 
services of the magistrate, and "avoids 
the normal procedure of a hearing and 
determination by a court”. Reading be­
tween the lines of the Magistrates' Asso­
ciation report, says Robert Kee, who in­
vestigated the scheme for the Sunday 
Times, "one might expect to find the 
chief constable of Liverpool a cross be­
tween Governor Faubus and General 
Serov”. What he found in fact was “a 
large, affable, intelligent man of re­
forming views” who declares "It is 
recovery we want, not punishment”. 
What his system consists of is 
the employment of ‘specially selected'

Wf" Continued on p. 3

Freedom for 17/8/57).
And if this surprises you. you ought 

to remember that Neill's precursor 
Homer I ane was deported from this 
country as an "undesirable alien”, or 
that Havelock Ellis was prosecuted for 
obscenity, or that Eric Lyons, the archi­
tect of virtually the only post-war 
privately-built housing estates with any 
positive aesthetic merits at all. has con-
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Possibilities and Perils

D. G. Arnott 11/6 
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JN the square mile or so west of Bond
Street, where there are so many pic­

ture shops with names like The So-and- 
So Gallery (or Collection or Society) or 
Someone-or-other et jrere, the name of 
Arthur Jeffress (Pictures) is outstanding 
for its honesty; and there is something 
pleasantly useful, too, about the kind of 
work this dealer has offered for sale 
recently. There is too much “Gallery 
Painting” done these days. Too many 
artists, including some very talented 
ones, work with no particular purpose in 
mind, beyond a vague idea that their 
stuff might be bought for some public 
or private museum and admired by 
people who have gone specially to see 
it. The Jeffress artists, on the other 
hand, seem to want their work to be 
used in decorating homes and pubs and 
workplaces, where people can live with 
it and enjoy it.

Do not misunderstand me. I do not 
mean the pictures and sculptures sold by 
Jeffress are bad or corny or slushy like 
the junk which decorates a lot of homes 
and pubs. They are all up to the stan­
dard of at least the average gallery 
paintings, and they are of many styles 
and subjects; but they have also a de­
corative quality, a bright liveliness that 
makes them worthy of house-space and 
not just collection-space.

The current exhibition at Jeffress’s 
gallery (until October 25) is a one-man 
show of "Paintings, Etchings and Sculp-

'T'HIS point is made very well in an 
article in the current issue of 77i<? 

Twentieth Century by Miss Jenny 
Nasmyth, who writes:

The trouble with sober and highly
organized units, whether they arc socie­
ties or families, is that too many things 
become impossible for them. They are 
inhibited—bv the danger of establishing 
a precedent, by fear of the exception that 
might prove the rule, by a secret belief 
in the validity of the Categorical Impera­
tive . . . The final answer of bureaucracy 
or the central government to any awk­
ward proposal is: ‘I agree that in your 
case it would do no harm . . . but what 
would happen if everybody else did it?’ 
If officialdom were left to itself, it would, 
with the best will in the world, use this 
argument until everything had ground to 
a standstill. This is why we need gad­
flies, and this is why their influence is 
out of all proportion to their status . . . 
The impossible is shown to be possible, 
the necessary evil is exposed as unneces­
sary, the logical answer is made to look 
silly. Given the prevailing conditions, 
physical and intellectual, of work inside 
the official organs of government, this 
must now be done mainlv from the out­
side.”

Two recent examples of the kind of 
attitude she was criticising come, not 
surprisingly, from magistrates. In the 
course of a case at London Sessions, on 
September 24th. it was revealed that 
Fovles, the booksellers in Charing Cross 
Road, rarely prosecute people caught 
stealing books. Instead they asked them

Later Foyles explained:
We use these forms for the sake of 

kindness. The vast majority of our 
customers are students, teachers, clergy­
men. and other professional people, and 
Miss Christina Foyle, who suggested the 
idea, did not want to take them to court 
and ruin their careers. Very often it is 
a low price book that is involved. On 
the other hand, we do not want people 
who have taken books hanging round 
here."
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of the Wacky
ture by ZEV’’. A note in the catalogue 
informs us that Zev is Dan Harris, a 
former Professor of Fine Arts and Archi­
tecture at New York University; but 
there is nothing pedantic-looking about 
his work. Rather, it reminds one of 
child art.

There is, for instance, a painted wood­
en tower with a keyhole-shaped glass 
window through which one can see a 
cut-out plywood head: exactly what a 
child might construct of cardboard and 
cellophane. His heads arc earless, with 
the face in profile and one eye looking 
straight at you. and his birds fly on 
single feathers. But the technique of 
his painting and etching and modelling 
is that of a highly skilled adult, and his 
bright colour-schemes are not those of 
a child, but rather those of a sophisti­
cated artist who intends his paintings to 
brighten the rooms they are hung in.

His humour is very sophisticated too. 
The first time you see his productions (I 
use the word "you" in the egoistic sense, 
naturally) you are conscious of a vague 
sense of fun; the second time you see 
them the fun is the most striking thing 
about them. It is a humour rather like 
Paul Klee’s, quite impossible to describe 
in words. If one mentions, for instance, 
a pair of bronze candlesticks in the form 
of horses with quarter-moons for heads, 
or a painting of a stick man releasing a 
bird, one fails to say what is funny 
about them. They arc not cartoons or 
illustrations of jokes, but there is a subtle 
sense of the wacky that makes one smile 
delightedly at every piece in the show.

DR.

(Continued from previous issue)

VV/HAT pan do reforms under capital- 
W ism play in the promotion of 

health? I think they have a definite 
role in preventing or alleviating the 
grosser organic diseases against whichFREEDOM BOOKSHOP | they are in fact directed. Thus school 
meals may prevent many cases of mal­
nutrition and the reduction of industrial 
hazards has reduced occupational 
diseases and accident rates substantially. 
The development of “free" national 
health services has also undoubtedly 
served to relieve much immediate dis­
comfort of those already ill. But the 
major contribution to individual health 
On any large scale must inevitably depend 
on radical changes in man’s social and 
physical environment. If one accepts 
the hypothesis that authoritarian societies 
actually require some widespread form 
of biological deprivation to ensure their 
survival then reformist measures must 
fail. Only a society which does not call 
for submissive subjects, that is. a non- 
authoritariah society, can provide the 
conditions for full health.

John Hewetson's booklet points out 
in fact how ineffective many reformist 
measures have proved. The problem 
has frequently appeared to be one of 
simple economics yet wage increases 
have seldom resulted in significant eleva­
tion of the standard of living on any 
large scale owing to concomitant price 
rises. Some slum clearance schemes 
have actually caused deterioration in 
health since the higher rents demanded 
for the improved housing left even less 
money for food. Raising school leaving 
age in the interests of education has re­
sulted in increased economic hardship, 
particularly for large families. And 
there are numerous other similar 
examples.

The reforms usually act as palliatives, 
and may serve to tide the authorities 
over difficult periods, later only too often 
losing much of their effectiveness.

What condemns the capitalist form of 
authoritarian society in the eyes of other 
authoritarians, the Marxists, Fascists or 
other totalitarian subvarieties for ex­
ample, is not its inhumanity but its 
economic inefficiency. Physical disease 
cripples man's activity and social useful­
ness and sometimes makes him a burden 
on society. By contrast a physically fit 
worker is capable of greater efforts, has 
?. lower accident rate and takes less sick 
leave, on the whole a much sounder pro­
position. They arc relearning the les­
sons of the poultry farmer.

Sir John Boyd Orr remarked

batch of six-months-olds is ready. I 
am told that battery hens are fat, con­
tented and lay well. The egg-yolks are 
usually paler than those of free-range 
hens but no significant fall-off in quality 
has yet been demonstrated. But the 
crowning triumph has only recently been 
announced. An American has at last 
succeeded in developing a species of hen 
which requires no plucking. It is com­
pletely featherless. Apart from the fact 
that it may feel the cold more it is said 
to be equal to ordinary hens in all other 
respects. The economic horizons of 
poultry-farming are indeed extending.

The moral to mankind, obsessed by 
ideas of economic efficiency, increasing 
production and reducing costs, should be 
obvious.

REEDOM is not alone in wondering 
whether the Minister of Education 

has any function at all. In a letter to 
the Manchester Guardian. Mr. Ronald 
Gill, headmaster of Grimsby Grammar 
School writes. "In all my 35 years of 
teaching 1 have not known more than 
two Ministers of Education who really 
knew much about the work. Is there 
any virtue in maintaining the post as 
such?” And a correspondent of the 
Daily Telegraph asks:

"Can there be revolving doors at the 
Ministry of Education? There must be! 
One side may be for our incoming Min­
isters, the other for our outgoing Minis­
ters. with just time perhaps, for a Good 
Luck. Old Man.

When Lord Hailsham took over the 
Ministry from Sir David Eccles (who 
was known there as the Abominable 
Showman), he was going to be. accord­
ing to the press, the dynamic organiser 
to make good the leeway in technical 
education. But no sooner had he re­
arranged his office furniture than he was 
succeeded by Mr. Geoffrey Lloyd, who 
also thinks he is equipped for this task, 
since he was. "apparently the first Min­
ister of Education ever to have been a 
science specialist at school". (Harrow, 
of course).

Lord Hailsham was in office long 
enough to address the annual conference 
of the National Union of Teachers, and 
in the course of his speech he declared 
that. "To under-educate your masters is 
to invite them to become the target for 
the tub-thumper, the fodder of the pro­
paganda machine". The thought obvi­
ously impressed him. for on September 
18th. he left the Ministry to become 
Lord President of the Council and Chair­
man of the Conservative Party organisa­
tion—in other words boss of the propa­

nda machine. But that's the kind of 
chap he is. He said last March, address­
ing the London Head Teachers' Associa­
tion. "If anyone twelve months ago had 
told me that I would be Minister of 
Education, or a Cabinet Minister at all. 
I should have thought him insane . . .

You may say. of course, that some 
kind of figurehead is necessary if only 
to wield the rubber stamp and lay foun­
dation stones, but the turnover in the 
office is so rapid that the Minister can­
not even do that efficiently. A new 
pamphlet from the Ministry has a fore­
word signed by the last Minister-but-

one. and a hastily inserted note signed by 
the last Minister, but by the time it 
reached the public yet another Minister 
was exercising his dynamic leadership. 
And at his first public engagement, this 
indispensable character forgot his lines. 
He was supposed to be opening the new 
Brunel College of Technology at Acton, 
but after talking for twenty minutes, he 
sat down without having done so. and 
the embarrassed proposer of the vote of 
thanks could only say. "1 thank the Min­
ister for intending to declare this college 
open.”

Nor is this unusual, for a few months 
ago his predecessor, eager beaver Hail­
sham. went to open a school at Ham in 
Middlesex and finished his speech with­
out remembering what he had come for. 
It makes you think of the absent-minded 
royal lady who. presenting the cup at a 
prize day. threw it at the grand piano 
with the words. "1 name this ship the 
Empress of Britain. May God bless all 
who sail in her.

become more permanent still, and. a fort­
night ago. there came into operation part 
of the machinery for this process, the 
obligation for all independent schools to 
register at the Ministry. Il will be ille­
gal after March 31st. 1958. to conduct an 
independent school which is neither 
registered nor provisionally registered. 
Anyone who docs so or gives the im­
pression that his school is registered 
while it is only provisionally registered, 
will be liable on summary conviction to 
a fine not exceeding £20 and. on a sub­
sequent conviction, to imprisonment as 
well as a fine.

The grounds upon which the Ministry 
may refuse registration arc:

That the school premises or any parts
thereof arc unsuitable for a school; that 
the accommodation provided at the 
school premises is inadequate or unsuit­
able having regard to the number, ages, 
and sex of the pupils attending the 
school; that efficient and suitable instruc­
tion is not being provided at the school 
having regard to the ages and sex of the 
pupils attending thereat; that the pro­
prietor of the school or any teacher 
employed therein is not a proper person 
to be the proprietor of an independent 
school or to be a teacher in any school, 
as the case may be."

The Minister himself hasn't been in 
office long enough to find out what all 
this verbiage actually means, but it is 
so vague and comprehensive (what do 
‘suitable’ and ‘proper’ mean in law?) 
that it means in fact whatever the Min- 
instrv's officials sav it means.

On the face of it. the purpose of regis­
tration is to protect children from those 
dubious baby-farms which exist to make 
money from the snobbery or credulity 
of ignorant or absent parents, but in 
practice, such is the irony of legislation, 
it is liable to penalise so well-loved and 
admired an educational pioneer as A. S. 
Neill (see “Summerhill in Danger in
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cases are awaiting trial compared with 
810 at the same time last year and 2,113 
in September. 1954. This is sufficient 
cause for investigation.

—Manchester Guardian.

The ‘Sagacity* of 
the Hon. Mr. 

Bevan, P.C.
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Continued from p. 1
There are many people in this 

•country who would feel great 
anxiety if Mr. Bevan were to become 
Prime Minister. Does Mr. Bevan 

•consider this a valid argument for 
retiring from the political arena? 
We hardly think so. Then why does 
he show concern for those who “do 
not share our political views’’, etc. . . 
if not because he and his colleagues 
are themselves “anxious” to get their 
votes at the next elections?

Canon Colomb, director of the Centre 
National Catdchistique, the Abb6 Courd- 
cau. director of the Institut Supdrieur 
Cat^chistique of Paris, and Mlle. Dinjon. 
director of the centre for Christian edu­
cation of young children, were recently 
relieved of their posts by order of the 
Vatican for refusing to teach the doctrine 
of original sin to young children.

—Times Educational Supplement, 
(4/10/57).

c
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timetable of its journey ings 
through space as precise as anything 
one can find in the columns of a 
Bradshaw timetable- and with this 
subtle difference, that the earth 
satellite has been running to time! 
All the romance of a Simplon-Orient 
Express timetable is now lost as we 
look through the schedule for the 
Blip-Express for October 7:

05 28 Calcutta, 06 30 Guatemala, 06 37 
Washington, 06 38 New York. 06 47 
Reykjavik. 06 52 Stockholm, 06 53 
Tallinn. 06 55 Tula. 06 59 Baku. 07 01 
Tehran, 07 14 Denver, 08 31 Hamburg, 
08 31 Berlin. 08 32 Budapest. 08 33 
Belgrade, 08 34 Sofia, 08 38 Cairo. 10 10 
Bordeaux, 10 II Barcelona.,

A new dimension has been added 
to human imagination!

★

Jf.,

I ITTLE Basic Education has been 
going on in the correspondence 

columns of The Draughtsman, organ of 
the Association of Engineering and 
Shipbuilding Draughtsmen. Mr. William 
Greenwood was criticised in the July 
issue by Mr. P. K. Heaton, for painting 
a ‘dismal’ picture of our capitalist 
society, Mr. Heaton implying that any­
one who did that must be a Marxist 
waving a ‘blueprint’. Back came two 
‘Letters to the Editor’ as a means of put­
ting over some elementary lessons in 
the trade-union backwoods.

Mr. Greenwood writes:
, . I would point out that the

socialist movement has. from its very 
beginning been divided into two distinct 
parts, the libertarian socialists 'anar­
chists), and the authoritarian socialists 
(communists, socialists, social democrats. 
Labourites, etc.).

The libertarian socialists believe that
a free socialist society can only be 
achieved when man ceases to have power 
over man. As any Stale, capitalist, com­
munist or half-and-half, is composed of 
the rulers, who hold the power, and the 
ruled who do not. it is necessary to 
destroy the State before we can set about 
building a free society. As socialist 
political action (electioneering, winning 
seats in parliament, forming ‘socialist’ 
governments) is concerned solely with 
gaining power it is rejected by libertar-

Youfh t .r c," oaper 2s.
Food Production and Population M 
Who will do the Dirtv Work?
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2d.satisfactory”.
Its real offence, like that of Miss 

Foyle’s ‘pernicious’ form, is that it cuts 
across the Official Way of Doing Things. 
Put 'em in the dock, say the magistrates. 
Refuse them registration, says the Min­
istry. Make it conform, says the Town- 
Planning Committee. For the voice of 
authority has a very limited range. Like 
Jehovah, it either says Thou Shalt or 
Thou Shalt Not. C.W.

ian socialists as leading to as great an 
evil as it sets out to destroy.

Authoritarian socialists, on the other 
hand, believe it is possible to take con­
trol of the State and to administer it in 
the interests of the workers. Believing 
this they devote most of their energy to 
political action and regard industrial 
action with disfavour. The mam differ­
ence between the communists and the 
other types of authoritarian socialists is 
that the communists are willing to use 
violence to gain control of the State 
whilst the rest rely on democratic 
means.

And in his letter, Mr. Pickneil de­
clares :

. . . The greater part of the socialist 
movement while surviving ^as deflected 
from its true course. Broadly speaking 
it happened as follows. In countries 
with a parliamentary system, sought to 
gain seats, and in doing so, gain control. 
When in control they intended to abolish 
capitalism and replace it with a society 
in which people would be free from 
poverty, oppression, exploitation
war. They did not know, and appar­
ently still do not, the parliamentary sys­
tems are subtly designed to maintain a

F z

experiments, which can only be 
carried out on this earth, by you, 
me and the next man: the search 
for the “elixir” of human happiness!
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MORE BAD TEETH
JN his annual report, the chief school 

medical officer for Nottinghamshire, 
says (according to the Manchester 
Guardian for 21/8, 57) that the children 
in his care have worse teeth to-day than 
in 1931. a year of depression and pov­
erty. Of 22.000 children examined last 
year just over 91 per cent, were found to 
have dental defects requiring treatment. 
The scheme for routine dental care, he 
says, instead of pursuing the primary aim 
of preserving teeth, has become instead 
an emergency service for the alleviation 
of pain and sepsis.

A report on the situation in London in 
the British Dental Journal for September 
17 tells a similar story. The number of 
caries-free children for every hundred 
has declined: in 1950 22.2 per cent of 
the new school entries were caries-free. 
In 1956 only one five-year-old out of 70 
children was caries-free.

X J

ruling class. T
the circumstances was to become the 
ruling class themselves. Now, once 
established, any ruling class seeks to 
maintain its position. Jt docs this by 
oppressing those who seek its downfall 
and by giving privileges to those who 
support it. In (his manner parliament­
ary socialists failed to produce 
socialism . , ,

1 do not propose to go into what hap­
pened in Russia (and this is not because 
it meets with my approval). Basically 
the result was the same. Namely the 
new rulers are as reactionary as the old.

I think of the capitalist system as if 
it were a tree. A little judicious pruning 
(as done by parliamentary socialist >) 
does no harm. To kill it you must des­
troy the roots. These are property, 
money and their supporting side shoots 
among which are the State, Parliament, 
the armed forces, prison, etc.
“Until these go you won't have a hope 

of getting the freedoms I have mentioned 
—and this state of affairs can only be 
brought about by the direct action of the 
working class.

"A person who advocates these 
changes is usually called an anarchist.

. Russians have warned the 
— world to expect “something 

extra special” on November 7, the 
40th anniversary of the Bolshevik 
revolution. Perhaps we shall be 
forgiven if, in the special circum­
stances, we hazard a guess as to 
what this “something” will be. The 
Russians are out to dominate the 
world of the spirit! On November 
8th they will launch an earth satel­
lite into which they will have placed 
Lenin’s embalmed corpse plus re­
cordings of his collected works, or 
rather, since these earth satellites 
move so fast, recording of his great­
est dictums, in every language on 
the satellite’s route. And mankind 
which has been waiting for two 
thousand years to hear the voice of 
“God” will for ail time be able to 
tune in to the voice of “Lenin”, and 
with the knowledge that somewhere 
in the firmament His embalmed 
body is watching over every one of 
His children; not metaphorically 
speaking but a visible reality . . . 
05.28 over Calcutta, 06.30 over 
Guatemala, 06.37 over Washington 
. .*. (Russian Time of course).

The established Churches will 
have to pull up their gaiters. Only 
last week the Bishop of Chichester 
was appealing to his fellow Bishops 
to bring the Church’s thinking into 

line with modern scientific discover­
ies”. One wonders whether his 
Lordship had some advance notice 
of what was about to happen in 
outer space for his appeal could not 
have been better timed. He sugges­
ted that this rethinking should be 
“carried odt in co-operation with 
scientists” which just shows what a 
practical man he is! The scientists 
will be well able to provide the 
Churches with a satellite and trans­
mitters. But have the Churches the 
right man to travel in it in the cause 
of immortality?

★

jyjORE seriously, we would en­
dorse what Mr. Nehru had to 

; news 
conference in Tokyo last week:

He suggested that it was a fantastic 
situation when such advances came in a 
world still conducting its politics in 
Stone Age terms"—a world of "military 

alliances, armament races, and threats of 
war.

He did not think the launching of the 
satellite would affect the world situation, 
except to make people think of the 
absurdity of war and military forces". 

The gap between scientific advance and 
the state of society “shows our inability 
to adjust to the age we live in. Psycho­
logically and mentally we still live in a 
past age."—Reuter.

But we shall only live in the pre­
sent when the Mr. Nehrus—that is 
the politicians—the industrialists and 
financiers, get off our backs and 
mankind can stand up and take in 
for itself what is going on in the 
world. Then perhaps we may even 
get the scientists on our side . . . 

And as the satellite train leaves 
our planet with every seat occupied 
by the political, military, religious 
and industrial leaders of the world 
in search of new dominions (and 
unaware that the transmitters have 
been jammed and the mechanism 
for their safe return to this planet 
sabotaged), science will have cleared

Not the way for that most exciting of all
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pIRST let us sit back and marvel 
at Man’s ingenuity and achieve­

ment in the field of Science, 
only have the Russian scientists suc­
ceeded in launching this earth satel­
lite beyond the grasp of gravity. 
They have even been able to give us

THE Soviet magazine New Times (No. 
34, Aug. 22, 1957) devotes a page 

to an article "In Memory of Sacco and 
Vanzetti" by Lev Nikulin, commemorat­
ing the thirteenth anniversary of their 
execution. Needless to say. Mr. Niku­
lin’s article referred to Sacco and Van­
zetti as “working-class militants” and 
failed to mention that they were anar­
chists.

A number of other papers in Europe 
and America, recalling their trial and 
execution, have referred to them as 
Communists. An article in the York­
shire Evening Post (3/8/57) referred to 
in Freedom recently, declares, for in­
stance, that Sacco and Vanzetti were 
“really on trial because they were openly 
of Communist opinions”. It is as well 
to recall Vanzetti's own statement in 
court on the subject from the transcript 
of their trial (Vol. V., p. 4921):
”... we do believe that there ought 

to be a change, and that it should be 
in the direction of more freedom and 
not more coercion. That is where we 
are opposed to every theory of authori­
tarian communism and socialism; for 
they would rivet more or less firmly the 
chains of coercion on human spirit, just 
as we are opposed to the present system, 
which is based upon coercion”.
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SACCO & VANZETTI AND 
T«£ SALEM WITCHES

The Governor of Massachusetts and 
the Mayor of Boston have before them 
requests, made on the 30th anniversary 
of the execution of Nicola Sacco and 
Bartoidmeo \Anzetti. for clearing the 
record of the charges against them “as 
has been done in the case of the so- 
called Salem witches.” Sacco and Van­
zetti were executed Aug. 23, 1927, on 
charges of holdup and murder, but world 
opinion has held since their arrest in 
1919 that they were victimized for their 
radical beliefs.

A standing offer of sculptor Gutzon 
Borglum. made ten years ago, has been 
renewed to place his bas relief sculpture 
of the two men in Boston Common. 
The sculpture bears the sentence from 
one of Vanzetti's letters from prison: 

“What I wish more than all else in 
this last hour of agony is that our case 
and our fate be understood in their real 
being and serve as a tremendous lesson 
to the forces of freedom so that our 
suffering and death will not have been in 
vain.”

The proposals for vindication of Sacco 
and Vanzetti were made by Aldino Feli- 
cani. Boston printer, and newspaperman 
Gardner Jackson, original organizers of 
the Sacco-Vanzetti defence in the 20’s. 

—National Guardian 
(Chicago) 9/9/57. 

[Readers are reminded that The Witches 
of Salem, the French film based on 
.Arthur Millers The Crucible (reviewed 
in Freedom 7/9/57) is still showing at 
the Academy Cinema. London],

People & Ideas
8^* Continued from o. 2 
police officers as “Juvenile Liaison Offi­
cers", who fulfil rather similar super­
visory functions to those of probation 
officers, but without taking the children 
to court. The two main advantages Mr. 
Kee found in the system are firstly that 
it is “saving many boys who are not, 
and never will be, real criminals, from 
having a ‘criminal record’, and secondh­
and most important, it is doing a job of 
crime prevention which the courts are 
incapable of doing". The success of the 
system he infers from the figures. The 
percentage of juvenile offenders with 
‘previous history’ appearing again before 
the Liverpool court in 1956 was 48.1 per 
cent. The percentage of those dealt with 
bv the J.L.O. scheme who have com­
mitted further offences by the end of Q 
1956 (five years) was 8.4 per cent.

Mr. Kee stresses the libertarian objec­
tions to the scheme, but concludes that 
the Magistrates’ fears, "though justifiable 
in principle, were quite beside the point
and that "the orthodox system of dealing 
with juvenile offenders as practised in 
most of the rest of the country is un-

W/HATEVER Lord Packenham
may say about the Confer­

ence (in last Sunday's Observer) as
the most significant since 1935. we
.are convinced that James Cameron
is nearer the mark when he described 
it as “a flood of anaesthetic oratory,
the relentless march of the worn-out
phrase and the cliche rubbed smooth
by years of indefatigable use”. Of
course there is going to be a lot of
heart-searching and explaining away
in Tribune offices during the next
few weeks. In one speech the great 
man has knocked the Bevan out of
Bevanite. Still Mr. Foot and his 
friends have only themselves to
blame for that. They can’t say they
hadn’t been warned of the dangers 
of the Cult of the Personality and
yet they persisted in building up
farmer Nye as the man sent by Pro­
vidence. And now he has let them
down. But who knows, Mr. Foot is
probably chuckling away to himself 
in his office as he doodles with the
word “Foot”:

Brutus and Caesar: what should
be in the “Caesar"?

Why should that name be sounded
more than yours?

Write them together, yours is as
fair a name;

.Sound them, it doth become the
mouth as well;

Weigh them, it is as heavy; con­
jure with ’em.

Foot” will start a spirit as soon
as “Bevan”

blow, in the name of all the gods
at once,

Upon what meat doth this our
Bevan feed,

That he has grown so great? . . . .
■“H’m,”—says Michael as he ap­

proaches the office mirror, jaw thrust saY about the^satellite, at his 
forward, chest expanded to capacity
—“and why not?
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GOODNESS knows what are the 
military implications of the suc­

cessful launching of a Russian earth 
satellite which is, as we write these 
lines, “blipping” merrily along on 
its fortieth circuit of the earth. We 
leave such speculations to the mili­
tary pundits—though in passing it 
is noteworthy that in the United 
States there is, according to the 
(9 tenor’s correspondent, already 
such “public concern” that it is 
“likely to affect radically the de­
fence-cutting programme”, which 
just goes to show that armaments 
are still just as much a vested inter­
est for some as they are supposed to 
be the “only deterrent” for others.

★

LET’S CALL IT OFF’
The new jaw year begins to-day (Oct. 

1). As the courts reassumble to tackle 
the list of cases awaiting trial, barristers 
will be rufully surveying a decline in the 
volume of litigation, particularly over 
the last eighteen months.

That a slump in litigation is in pro­
gress is undeniable . . . The reader of 
the new list for non-jury actions in the 
Queen's Bench Division will note that 555

GEORGE WOODCOCK « 
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Publisher Freedom Pre»«, 27 Red Lion Street, London, W.C.L

Every Friday and Saturday: 
Social Evenings

GLASGOW
OPEN AIR MEETINGS 
Maxwell Street 
Every Sunday at 7.30 p.m.

For anarchists in particular the 
lessons of Hungary should not be 
allowed to sink out of sight. The 
role played by America, which en- 

after use. Send or write to Freedom I couraged revolt for years through its 
Press I ‘Free Europe’ radio stations, only

Don’t Forget that 
Deficit!

I
I

•Indicates regular contributor.

Fire Fund
TOTAL TO DATE

lity and humanity completely lacking in 
the politicians.

After two weeks of addiction I am 
becoming deeply frustrated because of 
the need for an Anarchist bystander 
standing ready to pup up on the screen 
like the advertisements and say ‘You 
see. that's the man you gave power to' 
or ‘Those children are given freedom to 
live , aren’t they obviously better human 
beings than the Grammar School prigs?’ 
and so on—at least three times a day! 
Can't we buy Advertisement space for 
this sort of thing? Perhaps just one 
caustic comment a day? 
Bromley.

OCT. 20—Reg. Wright on 
GROUP WORK IN INDUSTRY

And this is why: 1 am in daily con­
tact with people whose education ended 
when they left school; who get angry 
when 1 disagree with their opinions; 
whose opinions are usually based on old 
fallacies and head-line reading; whose 
chief end in life is to keep in with the 
boss and work for him until death do 
them part. They arc nice people, in 
their way. and there are times of plea­
sure and even co-operation between us. 
but there is no development of our 
relationship—no real trust, openness, 
sincerity; no increase of knowledge and 
self-knowledge through mental inter­
course; no real mutual social life between
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★ Malatesta Club ★
Swaraj House,

32 Percy Street,
Tottenham Court Road, London, W.L 

(Tel.: MUSeum 7277).

ACTIVITIES
Every Sunday at 7.30 p.m.
London Anarchist Group Meetings 

(see Announcements Column)

ititIiiX

Max be this is again irrelevant to P.S.. 
but it isn't to me. I joined the army 
with a C.P. membership card, and had 
my identity discs inscribed ‘atheist’. From 
the C.P. I got lots of a-moral. objective 
analyses of exents. but from the Church 
Huts and Canteens, in manx places. 1 
got food and fags and books, when they 
were badly needed. 1 slid out of the 
C.P.. and I didn't ‘jine the kirk', but 1 
realised what a big word humanity is. 
compared with dialectical—or any other 
kind of—materialism.

P S. seems to think 1 condemn others; 
and that unless 1 take up the line of 
absolute pacifism 1 should not do so. 
Brother. 1 am not condemning; 1 am 
lamenting! 1 lamented every time I 
drove by the ruins of Cassino—should 1 
not have done so. because I was in 
soldier's uniform? I lamented when I 
heard of Hiroshima, and Nagasaki, and 
Bikini Atoll, and the Marshall Islands 
and Xmas Island and . . . Am I wrong 
to do so. because 1 ‘fought' in the war? 
(The only fighting 1 did was against an 
Englishman, in a boxinc-ring).

REMEMBER
HUNGARY

A meeting organised by the 
International Anarchist Centre 

in London.
Anarchist speakers

at the
Malatesta Club,

32 Percy Street, W.l. 
on

Thursday. 17th October, at 8 p.m.

LONDON ANARCHIST 
GROUP

Every Sunday at 7.30 at 
THE MALATESTA CLUB. 
32 Percy Street.
Tottenham Court Road, W.L 

LECTURE - DISCUSSIONS
OCT. 13—Donald Rooum on 
FREEDOM & OWNDOM.

MEETINGS AND 
A NNOUN CEMEN T S

P.S.—1 am hoping my remarks about 
Unions will receive criticism—if I'm 
mixed up 1 would like to be straightened 
out.—E.C.

The Warsaw riots are a reminder 
of the events of last Autumn, when 
the Hungarian students were shot 
down while demonstrating peaceably 
outside the radio station in Buda­
pest. Then events led to a full 
scale revolution, with features which 
gave tremendous encouragement to 
freedom lovers everywhere as the 
people showed themselves once 
again capable of organising society 
not only without the State, but in 
the face of ruthless attack by the 
State.

OCT. 27—Alan Albon on 
HUMBUGGERY
NOV. 3—Giovanni Baldelli on 
ANARCHIST ACTION.
NOV. 10—F. A. Ridley on 
THE SOCIAL ORIGINS OF 
SOCIETY
NOV. 17—Francis Tonks on 
VOLUNTARY WORK CAMPS 
NOV. 24—Arthur Uloth on 
THE ANARCHIST UTOPIA 
DEC. 1—Axel Hoch on 
AM 1 MY BROTHERS EATER? 
DEC. 8—Bob Green on 
SOME SHIBBOLETHS OF 
ANARCHISM. 
Questions. Discussion and Admission 
all free.

OPEN AIR MEETINGS 
Weather Permitting 
HYDE PARK 
Sundays at 3.30 p.m.

THE GREAT KINSHIP'
QAN anyone loan us a copy of the 

pamphlet The Great Kinship by 
Elis^e Reclus for translation into Braille? 

Great care will be taken of the pam­
phlet. which will be returned immediately

sonal life.
The programme is only 15 mins, 

long, so comrades should not expect 
too much, but the treatment is sym­
pathetic and the programme should 
be worth watching. ‘Out of Step' 
is the programme on which A. S. 
Neill appeared’, and it has also 
shown programmes on Nudism and 
Scientology. (For all we know it may 
be referred to at Television House as 
‘Cranks Quarter’!) .

This will be Rita Milton’s second 
appearance on TV, for a year ago, 
in a programme on Hyde Park, she

•Funny, we thought we were the only and John Bishop made brief appear- 
ones in step! ances.

OLR correspondent’s wish is al­
most to be granted. At any rate 

a programme is to be devoted to 
Anarchism in the series OUT OF 
STEP* appearing on ITV at 10.30 
on WEDNESDAYS.

Films have been made of two of 
our comrades.'Rila Millon and Alan 
Albon. Rita was filmed on the 
Platform in Hyde Park and subse­
quently interviewed, and Alan (one 
of the founders of ‘Communitas’) 
was interviewed discussing anarchist 
responsibility as expressed in per-

The editorial reply (24 8 57) to my 
letter explained the causes of the strikers 
violence, and was a corrective to the im­
pression I got from the original article. 
i.e. that Freedom approved of it. 1 xxas 
content to have drawn out the admis­
sion that this xxas not so.

With more courage N.H. has slated 
his opinion ot the strikers' tactics, and 
his refusal to excuse, approve or con­
done hooliganism. 1 agree with him. 
Whether this is a moral judgment or not. 
I don't know. My feeling is not of 
blind condemnation, but of deep sorrow, 
that an organisation that men brought 
forth m brotherhood and victimisation 
and suffering, should in these days stoop 
to such stupid, mean and x icious actions. And you xxere lucky when you used 

your right arm on that platform. Th? 
chances were that you would haxe been 
done"—and out of action for weeks!

Thn. why give as an example Fenner 
Brockway choosing one alternative of 
two—when Fenner Brockway is a fence­
sitter and there were at least three 
courses of action anxwax ? By the wav. 
Fenner Brockway's recent attendance at 
a Roman Catholic function doesn't lead 
one to believe he was so offended by 
Franco!

' FREEDOM

Warsaw Riots Make Us

IOC

IN Warsaw, crowds are rioting. Fol­
lowing the Government’s ban 

upon the students' paper /’<> Prostu, 
students began demonstrating and 
were met by tear gas. baton charges 
and rille shots from the militia.

Ever since the disturbances of last 
year. Poland has enjoyed more free­
dom ot expression than any other 
Communist country, but now 
Gomulka obviously feels strong 
enough to begin to clamp down 
the interest ot monolithic unity,
should never be forgotten that, al­
though for appearances sake and in 
order to prevent popular discontent 
going ‘too far’ Gomulka was brought 
back to power, and has been allowed 
to put up a facade of independence 
from Moscow. Poland is still a 
Communist country, it is still in (he 
Moscow orbit, and freedom of ex­
pression and a Communist govern­
ment go ill together.

P(> Prostu had a circulation of 
150.000. with a strong influence in 
the Union of Socialist Youth. It 
described itself as ‘Left Wing’, and 
freely criticised the government in a 
way that Gomulka can no longer 
tolerate.

These are xour new readers; these arc 
the people you have to get to; spell out 
the ABC for them, and they might learn 
to read. It's no use appealing for new 
readers, you have to win them. It may 
sound silly to you. but the front page 
of Freedom would shock the people I 
live among, and if I urged them to read 
it, I would lose what ground I've made

\X \S on holiday and missed the topi­
cality of the bouquets and brickbats 

hurled at the gay dodgy head of P.S. 
May 1 fight my way through the gang 
pulling him to bits?

i an end in the 
power struggle. On the role of Rus­
sia. nothing further needs to be said 
of its imperialist character.

To commemorate the Hungarian 
struggle, the International Anarchist 
Centre in London is holding a meet­
ing on Thursday at the Malatesta 
Club.

TO effuse even more profusely, who 
said the Spanish Anarcho-Syndical­

ists achieved something? Where are they 
now ?

1 don't mean that they should think 
as I do about books, art. life—I mean 
they should think. But the logic of 
words doesn't touch them—not my 
words. Nothing will convince them that 
building houses is really more important 
than making H-bombs. The fact that 
we are spending £4 million every day on 
destruction they dismiss with a shrug; 
they think it's necessary.

Hungary was crushed, but the 
effect those few weeks of revolt had 
upon the world will never be for­
gotten. The effect upon the Com­
munist parties of the West has been 
to shake them to the foundations to 
an extent from which they will never 
recover, and the Hungarian people 
demonstrated with no shadow of 
contradiction that a modern tyranny 
can be challenged by the people, 
and that the desire for freedom can­
not be crushed out of mind even by 
the conditioning power of a modern 
totalitarian state. i

This discussion max be of value it xve 
don't lose sight of each other behind 
heaps of split words. To me. P.S. makes 
an important point xxhCn he says "Much 
of the editorial writing in Freedom 
assumes a certain attitude in our reader­
ship and a degree of understanding of 
our oxvn attitude." For the sake of 
brevity this is helpful, but hoxx docs it 
affect nexx readers? Do you ever look 
at Freedom with the kindergarten exes 
of a nexx reader? That's what I did 
with the article that started all this 
palaver.

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS

What Do We Mean to New Readers t

, have just acquired a television 
set—as a gift 1 might add—and 1 

have been watching outh Wants to 
Know' in which Wolf Mankowitz was 
asked questions by Grammar School 
youths who obviously felt he used art 
as a means for making money, and like 
all cheap snobs looked down their noses 
at him for being a success. Now what 
prompts this note is that in the short per- 

1 1 have become a television addict 1 
have been amazed, in the programmes 
used as a journalistic medium, how 
often the ideas of Anarchist philosophy 
come up.

Politically speaking—in the first issue 
of Panorama. Chris Chataway interview­
ed a number of Conservatives who had 
voted Liberal in the recent by-election. 
Nine time out of ten they fumbled for 
words trying to express the rights of in­
dividuals and how fed up they were 
with the Slate taking over these rights. 
They weren't in fact pro-liberal but anti­
government whether Conservative or 
Socialist, not realising, shame on their 
innocence, that Liberal would be no dif­
ferent. At least this was a step in the 
right direction but unfortunately there 
was no one by to gixe them a gentle 
shove one step nearer to the point of not 
voting at all.

In to-night's programme I found the 
discussion intensely interesting, especially 
Mr. Mankowitz's struggle to reamin hon­
est to himself. Many of the ideas he ex­
pressed could have come from the An­
archist platform in Hyde Park although 
I felt, often he merely gave a hint of 
ideas which needed hammering home if 
they were to cone across to his audience. 
He wasn’t courageous enough. For ex­
ample in discussing Religion taught in 
schools he was definite enough in stating 
he thought it wrong to teach religion but 
when a sanctimonious 17-year-old asked 
in a superior voice, surely the Christian 
Doctrine of ‘Love thy neighbour' ought 
to' be taught. Mr. Mankowitz merely 
pointed out Lhat he felt other Doctrines 
such as Buddhism should also be ex­
plained. What a golden opportunity this 
would have been to an anarchist 
speaker faced with a similar audience! 
Any Anarchist would have grabbed it to

with them. This is* the problem ot 
propaganda, and unless you can do 
something nexx and original about it. 
I'm afraid things will just bumble along 
as before.

Am 1 asking for the moon? Well. I 
xxoukin't have mentioned it if I hadn't 
thought it worth while
Peebles

Apart from that, someone seems to be 
getting mixed up on the meaning of 
violence. What's breaking windows got 
to do with the violence we (I thought) 
are considerine? Reallv! If you are 
going to use window-breaking one min­
ute and shooting people (as 1 suppose 
the Anarcho-Syndicalists did) the next in 
your argument, we shall get nowhere. 
Break as many windows as you like: 
punch as many noses as you will to stop 
people killing you—you are not a man 
of violence by that standard. The men 
of violence of to-day can be recognised 
—they carry weapons that are made to 
kill or seriously injure. These people, 
even if they are Anarchists or Free­
thinkers or Individualists (i.e. not insti­
tutionalised) are men of violence.

Breaking windows my foot! 
Slough. Ernie Crosswell.

to sit back and allow the people to 
be crushed when they rose up, 
showed that people are thought of 
only as a means to .
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DEFICIT £264
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point out the hypocrisy of teaching a 
doctrine of Love in the schools and then 
condoning conscription which forces 
young men, the same age as this audi­
ence. to go out and murder their fellow 
men.

Mr. Mankowitz did successfully get 
across many points on the rights of the 
individual to his creative medium but in 
the same fashion as I remember A. S. 
Neill once faced with a hostile medical 
school audience. The speakers' manner 
being so simple, honest and lacking in 
the actor's manner as not to come across 
the footlights. He did make many 
statements which were a joy to hear on 
TV such as ‘1 feel that the State should 
interfere as little as possible with the 
rights of he individual'.

Another interesting point in the pro­
grammes on personalities is how obvious 
the insincerity and mumbo-jumbo of the 
politicians becomes. Recently we have 
seen Lord Hailsham. Governor Faubus. 
the Liberal leader and the Leader of the 
Communist party in Great Britain. It's 
quite unbelievable how pat they are and 
how smug. In contrast, figures such as 
A. S. Neill. Kenneth Tynan trying to 
make some money in the 64.000 question. 
Wolf Mankowitz, Donald Soper, all 
come across as ‘big’ people with a humi-

In this Issue :
Speculations on

“Tribune’s” Star Becomes a Transport House Satellite

THE ‘SAGACITY’ OF THE HON. MR. BEVAN, P.C
* •

• • • •

» •

• •

46

• •

• •

★
• •

*»

a

' *

The Struggle Against Segregation
Equity Boycott for South Africa

We can’t do anything about

Contisued on p. 3

Pajama Game" for South66

T

6*

»»

66

/ /

•It

•It

•It

•It

•It

•It

II

II

f. f/

in.”

*

reveals a personal concern with his 
own power, and his place in history, 
in the event of a Labour victory at 
the next elections. It is quite clear, 
in spite of his denials, that Mr.

The Programme 
‘Out of Step' 

on
Wednesday. Oct. 16th 
at 10.30 p.m. is being 

devoted to 
ANARCHISM

Sabotage Campaign 
in Argentina

BUENOS AIRES

*

Increase in Postal Charges
HE latest increases in postal charges 
will mean an additional burden upon 

the running expenses of Freedom and
Freedom Bookshop.

Will all subscribers therefore please 
note that in future receipts for all monies 
received for subscriptions, funds, etc., 
will be enclosed with the next copy of 
’ tedo'! to be despatched after i^ceipt. 
Will all non-subscribcrs please enclose 
stamped addressed envelopes if their 
communications require reply.

In order to save poundage on Postal 
Orders, small amounts can be paid in 
stamps.

nient.
It.

But Equity is to be congratulated 
on showing something different. 
Something can be done by all those 
who have something that South 
Africa wants, and action by enter­
tainers has the very important effect 
of being immediately noticeable by 
the people (of all races) in South 
Africa.

The "Pajama Game" incident is 
not the first. Band leader Johnny- 
Dankworth has refused to make a 
second tour of South Africa follow­
ing his realisation during his first 
tour that he was playing to segre­
gated audiences.

Dankworth and Humphrey Lyttle- 
lon. with their bands, are playing at 
the Festival Hall. London, on Tues­
day. October 15th. in a jazz concert 
in aid of the South African Treason 
Trial Defence Fund, organised by 
Christian Action. They are giving 
their services tree, and other musi­
cians and singers have promised to 
drop in during the evening.

Starring
Rita Milton and Alan Albon 

ITV ★ Channel Nine

subject. 1 knew I was going to make a 
speech which would offend and even hurt 
many of my friends.’’ This was greeted 
by a great roar of “Hear, hear,’’ and Mr. 
Bevan was stung to shout back : ‘‘Do you 
think I am afraid? I should say what 
1 believe. I don't care what happens

By ‘‘sagacity’’ they are now real­
ising is meant not principled wisdom 
but the awareness that when you 
are in power you cannot behave as 
an irresponsible popular agitator; 
soap-box oratory and front-bench 
slickness don’t mix! Sagacity in 
politics is the ability to carry on 
where your predecessor left off; it’s 
the recognition that politics is a ves­
ted interest, and the diplomatic 
world a closed shop.

Bevan is at present Labour’s Foreign 
Secretary designate as well as want­
ing the job as the next "best thing 
to being Prime Minister designate, 
or even as a stepping stone to that 
more exalted post to which he may 
yet attain if the “statesmanlike 
qualities he revealed at Brighton 
(which converted such an implacable 
enemy as the Manchester Guardian 
into a qualified admirer) are further 
developed between now and the 
general elections. “Unity" in poli­
tical parties is no more than a mar­
riage of convenience between ambi­
tious. ruthless, vain men and women. 
One cannot better describe the 
atmosphere than did James Cam­
eron in his report on the Conference 
in last Friday's News Chronicle 
when he wrote of the Executive:

from the councils of State on the 
tribune cams the quiet rasping sound of 
axes being ground, the gentle sigh of 
knives being delicately inserted into 
backs.

6

TF the Executive Committee had 
asked me to get up and support 

the hydrogen bomb"—Bevan told 
the Delegates—“I would have re­
fused". Indeed had he not “pro­
bably made more speeches to more 
people condemning the bomb" than 
anyone present? He was as “strong­
ly against it as ever”. So nobody 
should misunderstand him. Firstly 
the Party was committed, if return­
ed to power, to “take the initiative 
in suspending tests". But it was 
one thing to give a lead to the other 
Powers by a unilateral suspension 
of tests, and quite another if this 
country were to scrap its stocks of 
nuclear weapons or have nothing to 
do with those countries, allies as well

Treason Trial Counsel 
Refused Passport
'J'HE South African Nationalist

Government’s Minister of the 
Interior. Dr. Donges. has, according 
to a report in last Sunday’s Obser­
ver. refused to issue a passport to 
Mr. Vernon Berrange, one of the 
leading -defence counsels in the 
treason trial.

When the defence applied for a 
long adjournment of the preliminary 
examination early last month, one 
of the chief reasons they advanced 
was that Mr. Berrange had to visit 
England and the United States to 
interview witnesses.

The letter giving the Minister's de­
cision recalls that a passport issued 
to Mr. Berrange. in London, was 
withdrawn in January, 1955. and 
that his application in 1956 for a 
South African passport had been 
refused.

Mr. Berrange's passport was with­
drawn because he had used it for a 
journey to the Soviet Union and had 
given lectures on his experiences 
there when he returned to South 
Africa. Mr. Berrange is one of the 
manx persons named under South 
Africa's Suppression of Communism 
Act.

In a letter to the Minister of the 
Interior. Mr. Berrange says that 
application for a passport was made, 
not for personal reasons, but "to en­
sure that the persons I am repre­
senting at the trial are not deprived 
of witnesses who may be vital for 
the defence.” The Government, he 
added, seenied unmindful of his 
clients' interest even io the extent of 
withholding an elementary right 
front them.

y^T the height of the Attlee-Bevan 
struggle more than two years 

ago we wrote a piece for these col­
umns with the title “Watch Mr. 
Foot. Mr. Bevan & Co."* in which 
we refused to see in these factional 
struggles any glimmer of hope in a 
progressive sense. We wrote:

Not the wilderness for Mr. Foot and 
his friends! They seek the limelight and 
power, and time is pressing for these 
middle-aged politicians thwarted by old 
men and threatened by a bunch of ambi­
tious, up-and-coming yes-men . . . For 
the Bevanites the goal is political power, 
and if. and when, they occupy the gov­
ernment benches they will conduct affairs 
in much the same way as their prede­
cessors. Their means—their tactic, is 
cunning and dangerous, for they appeal 
to. and pose as the real champions, of 
the common man. Yet when they should 
dare to voice their criticisms they will 
treat them as the “rabble

Last week at the Labour Party's 
conference Aneurin Bevan, recently 
returned from his tour of the Capi­
tals of the Near and Far East, from 

successful dress rehearsal as
Shadow Foreign Minister for the 
next Labour Government, speaking 
on International Relations and in 
particular on Labour’s attitude to 
the H-bomb, may have created alarm 
and despondency among his follow­
ers, but from our point of view, as 
our editorial of two years ago was 
predicting/, he simply ran true to 
form. He has shown the “Courage 
and sagacity" which as he wrote at 
the time, he considers the essential 
virtues of the “Statesman".

By “courage", his followers are 
only now discovering, he meant the 
politician’s brazen-faced betrayal of 
his friends in his giddy ascent to the 
coveted rungs of power.

“I have thought anxiously about the

★
'J'HE arguments used by Mr. Bevan 

for rejecting the Norwood 
motion for unilateral abolition of the 
H-bomb were no more original than 
those advanced by the Tories or by 
Mr. Churchill when he announced 
to the House more than two years 
ago that Britain was working on the 
H-bomb. Compare Mr. Churchill's: 

Personally I cannot feel that we 
should have much influence over their 
[the United States'] policy or action, wise 
or unwise, while we are largely depen-

ANARCHISM
ON TELEVISION

•Freedom. Mar. 19. 1955. Also in 
Selections from Freedom, Vol. 5. pp. 
62-64.

dent upon their protection. We too must 
possess substantial deterrent power of 
our own

with Bevan's argument at Brighton 
last week that:

Unfortunately the United States and 
the Soviet Union were in possession of 
the weapon and we were in danger of 
extermination as a consequence. / 
would like to have the opportunity of 
exerting an influence on the policies of 
those countries. But this (the Norwood 
motion] is not the way to do it."

Thus both Churchill and Bevan 
believe that Britain can only influ­
ence the Big Two and prevent them 
from starting an H-war, as a result 
of which “this country would be 
poisoned with the rest of mankind" 
by a show of arms—of H-bombs 
made in Britain. We just cannot 
see how mankind will be saved as 
a result of Britain's possession of 
the Bomb. Either an H-bomb war. 
which every scientist in the world 
believes will definitely or might (de­
pending on their political indepen­
dence or commitment) destroy all 
mankind, has already been ruled 
out by the leaders of East and West 
In which case Foreign Secretary 
Bevan will be as influential or in­
effectual in the international game of 
politics whether he is naked or 
clothed in an H-bomb. Or such a 
suicidal war has not been ruled out 
as a possibility in the Power struggle, 
in which case the possession by 
Britain of the ultimate weapon can 
only add to the dangers of exter­
mination.

The H-bomb is either ineffectual, 
in which case the sooner it is scrap­
ped the better, or it is a threat. It 
can never be a deterrent without 
being a threat to mankind, since its 
effectiveness as a deterrent implies 
that in the last resort it will be used, 
and the moment it is used mankind 
is threatened with annihilation. We 
cannot escape from the bitter logic 
of this argument. When Bevan and 
the Labour Executive attempt to do 
so it is for other reasons than the 
future of mankind.

The Labour Party Conference at 
Brighton was, in fact, committed to 
evolving a programme that would 
win votes at the next election and 
not one of seeking to put forward a 
policy for the commonweal. With 
this end in mind the. Executive soft- 
pedalled on Nationalisation and re­
fused to taken an unequivocal stand 
against the H-bomb as an instrument 
of policy. Listen to one of Mr. 
Bevan's arguments for rejecting the 
Norwood motion.:

Mr. Bevan said he was profoundly 
convinced that nothing would give more 
anxiety to many people who did not 
share their political views than if the 
British nation disengaged itself from its 
obligations and its influence in inter­
national affairs.

gUENOS AIRES is in a state of 
siege, proclaimed by the govern­

ment last Friday and to last for 30 
days. It covers the city and pro­
vince areas, and follows a wave of 
sabotage incidents during the last 
fortnight. The majority of them 
were
telegraph lines. There are also cases 
of lifting railway tracks blowing up 
oil pipelines and obstructing roads.

An official spokesman says, 
“These acts of sabotage have been 
directed from abroad, and the prin­
cipal object is to isolate the provin­
ces from the capital and at the same 
time hamper essential public ser­
vices

“Evidence of co-ordination is pro­
vided by the fact that there were 
seven separate acts of sabotage at 
11 p.m. on October 1."

Under its new powers the Gov­
ernment arrested nearly 300 trade 
union leaders, who are believed to 
include Peronista agents. Arrest of 
meat workers’ leaders was followed 
by announcement of a nation-wide 
packing-house strike unless they 
were released.

Il was among the trade unions that 
the ex-dictator Peron hail his power, 
and it is difficult to see what other 
influence can be strong enough 
among the Argentine workers to­
day to find expression in such a de­
termined campaign of sabotage as 
the present one appears to be.
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yHE actors’ trade union. Equity, 
has put a ban upon British 

actors and actresses going to South 
Africa if they have to perform be­
fore segregated audiences. Equity 
policy forbids its members to appear 
in any theatre where the colour-bar 
is in operation, and it has put its 
ban into operation on a company 
which was to tour South Africa in 
the American musical "The Pajama 
Game".

Union chief Gordon Sandison told 
the South African theatre chain 
arranging the tour that unless col- 

cases of cutting telephone and | oured people were allowed in to see 
"The Pajama Game" Equity mem­
bers would not accept the engage­
ment.

At this the South African firm. 
South African Consolidated Thea­
tres, which has 140 theatres and is 
controlled by 20th Century-Fox .of 
Hollywood, tried to get an Ameri­
can company to tour the show. But 
British Equity appealed to American 
Equity, who cabled back: ‘Our 
council unanimously endorses your 
stand.’

So no 
Africa.

Incidentally, 20th Centurv-Fox is 
the studio which made "Island in 
the Sun", a. film which, they claim­
ed. broke the screen taboo on inter­
racial romance (although Harry 
Belafonte did not go so far as to 
kiss Deborah Kerr!).

A 20th Century-Fox spokesman 
in Rondon is reported as saying: 

"We are not propagating a colour 
bar because our theatres in Africa 
are licensed only for European audi­
ences.

That is a problem of govern-

Politiw is perhaps the only 

profession for w hich no pre­

paration is thought necessary." 

Robert Izouin Stevenson.

as potential “enemies”, which were 
working on these weapons of des­
truction. In that case, said Mr. 
Bevan, the Statesman,

You will have to say at once that all 
international commitments offered to 
friends and allies must be immediately 
destroyed . . .

What this conference ought not to do 
is to decide on demolishing the whole 
fabric of British international relations 
without putting anything in its place. 
To pass the motion would mean that 
you will send the British Foreign Secre­

tary naked into the conference chamber.” 
Later he declared that if the Nor­

wood motion were accepted “It 
would place a British Foreign Sec­
retary in diplomatic purdah" (which 
is just as well if Mr. Bevan was also 
being sent “naked into the confer­
ence chamber"). Mr. Bevan’s pre­
occupation with the Foreign Secre­
tary’s political attire—or lack of it— 
read in conjunction with the follow­
ing extract from the report of his 
speech:

Mr. Bevan here interrupted his main 
theme to say that some of the newspapers 
had interpreted some of his recent actions 
as being dominated by nothing but a 
desire to be Foreign Secretary himself, 
and when someone from the hall cried 
“Hear, hear” to this he said: "That is a 
pretty bitter thing to say about me. I 
would never do anything I did not believe
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