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As to Reich "appearing to be insane", 
it seems a pity to go on repeating this, 
and discouraging people from reading 
Reich’s work. Reich was pronounced 
sane by a board of Psychiatrists a year 
or so before his death. If G. has other 
information, or if he cares scientifically 
to demonstrate that Reich’s later work 
was invalid, it would be more conclusive 
than making sweeping statements to that 
effect.
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IMPORTANT
MEETINGS are now held at

CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS
"Tho Marquii of Granby” Public Home, 

London, W.C.2.
(corner Charing Cross Road and 

Shaftesbury Avenue)
at 7.30 p.m.

ALL WELCOME

Park: F.E.S. 7/-; 
Detroit: J.C. 7/ 
Sevenoaks: W.E.C
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L A G. SUMMER SCHOOL 
REMINDER

Don’t forget when arranging your holi
days, that the Summer School will take 
place during August Bank Holiday week
end. It will be held at Alan Albon’s 
Farm at Hailsham, Sussex (under can
vas), and those who wish to will be able 
to stay for a week. Further details of 
cost, lectures, etc. will appear later.

■^yHEN we said that we thought
the theme was an important and 

interesting one, we were of course,
not thinking in terms of how the
Labour Party could stage a come
back by winning the next general 
elections, but with initiating a dis
cussion as to how the libertarian
movements and groups which exist
throughout the world, in spite of all
the “trends” being against their even
existing, let alone surviving, could
function more positively, more effec
tively, than they do at present.

In saying which, we are not
thinking “big” but as realists, not
idealists—giving this latter term its
popular meaning, and using the
former in its true sense. We are 
aware of the fact that the acceptance
of libertarian ideas and values by
all our readers would not affect bv
one iota the existing power political of government, the international
or financial set-up in the world situation or the structure, economic,
to-day. Equally, however, should financial or social, of that society. 

__j pressure groups to which 
governments will lend an ear are 
not those which offer moral, huma
nitarian or even realistic arguments.

4/-:
1/3:

E.W.

I am sure G. knew he would court 
plenty of opposition by making that par
ticular statement in Freedom and that 
this would provoke discussion? But G. 
has a habit of calling his opponents poli
tical leaders, and those with whom he 
disagrees—insane!
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joining with Syngman Rhee in proof that 
theirs is a long-lived profession. Killing 
them is an extreme form of protest that 
not necessarily changes anything, but if 
the lives of their subjects is not sacred, 
neither is theirs. Amongst leaders, of 
course, leaders are sacroscanct, but the 
led do not always think so.

Tactics and morals are inextricably 
mixed: a plea to morality being a tacti
cal measure, a refusal to do anything 
generally held to be ’immoral’ good 
public relations. If, though, it is 
thought they are separate and a differ
ence in degree in no way constitutes a 
difference in kind, there is no answer, 
only a question. If alone in a room 
with a beer- or power-drunk individual 
about to press a button unleashing nuclear 
warfare on the world, exhortations 
having failed do we resign ourselves to 
the fact that if he doesn’t press the but
ton someone else will, or do we violently 
protest with the heaviest paper-weight to 
hand?

THE Labour Party pundits have 
apparently been “shaken" by the 

revelation in the report by Dr. Mark 
Abrahams that idealism is not fixed 
firmly in the public, or even the 
working class mind, as Labour’s 
characteristic quality. Shaken though 
they may be, they are nevertheless 
proposing to do something about it, 
and Mr. Morgan Phillips is suggest
ing that

in planning the road to the next gene
ral election the Executive should con
centrate during 1961 on idealism and on 
getting people into the Labour Party who 
believe in its ideals.

The Guardian's, Labour corres
pondent, points out that

The great moral and psychological 
issue which the party has to face, of 
course, is whether a more idealistic 
approach can win friends and influence 
people in the Acquisitive Society. Some 
Labour speakers recently have noted 
that their references to old age pen
sions have beon less warmly received 
than formerly. They are not sure 
whether the Conservatives are cooling 
the atmosphere by encouraging their 
hecklers to weep crocodile tears, or 
whether the coldness is just because a 
worth-while issue has gone stale on them 
through over-use.

The theme is an important and 
interesting one. We think it is idle 
to expect a political party bent on 
winning the fruits of office to be 
anything but opportunist in its ap
proach to the question of vote
catching. In the highly industrial
ised nations, in the “acquisitive 
society” par excellence, one cannot 
be surprised if more votes go to the 
party which promises to increase 
the individual’s purchasing power 
than to the one which, say, promises 
more education or shows a genuine

•THE UNINTELLIGIBLE 
MR. B.”

Out of all the solemn commentary 
on the Summit drama a picture of 
Britain as a calm, wise and respon
sible power has emerged, and with 
it significantly some reappraisal of 
her economic interest in the Soviet 
Union involving millions of pounds 
worth of trade, sound reasons for 
remaining calm!

Large and powerful companies, 
including Vickers and I.C.I., are 
supporting the British trade fair 
organised for next year in Moscow 
(Vickers investors please note) and, 
it is rumoured, the Bank of England 
itself has had men over in Moscow 
this year to talk about the chances 
of London holding the market if and 
when the rouble becomes freely con
vertible.

Russia too is anxious to increase 
her trade with Britain, and would 
like to widen her oil markets, readily 
available in Britain it seems but for 
the fact that up until now oil com
panies have opposed bringing more
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De\r Editorial Committee.
It was, perhaps, not politic to have 

applauded David Pratt's attempted ass
assination of \ erwoerd, but since when 
have Anarchists been politicians? In 
an\ case, even if the article "T oo Bad 
He Missed" did alienate a few mild revo
lutionaries about to be converted to 
Anarchism and embarrassed their poten
tial converters, it eased the embarrass
ment of those ot us who had in vain 
looked elsewhere for an expression of 
the general consensus of opinion on the 
subject in order to prove to South 
African friends in this country that not 
all our papers think the shooting of one 
white more heinous than the killing of 
91 blacks. To correct the impression 
the remainder of that particular issue 
seemingly gave—mistakenly, I trust 
that Anarchism is 'respectable' and tor 
ever turning the other cheek, was also 
something worth doing.

Inference that the country as a whole 
endorsed the horror expressed by Mac
millan and practically every newspaper 
editorial, and that those who pray 
prayed for Verwoerd's speedy recovery 
and consequent return to brutality is 
inference. 1 would suggest, that those 
who criticised the article are out of 
touch with reality . The C.N.D.. though, 
has always been thus. Fondly they 
imagine that those who march with them 
and support them are as pacifist as they 
are. conveniently ignoring, for example, 
the Hungary-stained Communist Party
banners sprouting in their midst. The 
Communists, it may be argued, are in a 
minority, the bulk of support being 
drawn from the Labour Party. Despite 
their presence on the march, though, 
Hugh Gaitskell was still able two weeks

ian?"

According to a Reuter report 
from Capetown (May 20);

The South African Government today 
published regulations under which white 
and non-white blood to be used in trans
fusions will be carefully segregated to 
ensure as far as possible that the same 
race receives its own particular blood.

Under the regulations, to come into 
force on September 1, white and non
white donors will be bled on separate 
premises or on the same premises but 
suitably separated. Records of blood 
donations will also be kept separately.

Dr. R. Turner, senior Government 
pathologist, explaining the new regula
tions here today, said that the racial 
origin of blood in bottles must be 
marked and if possible the same race 
given the same blood. But he added 
that there was no regulation making 
this compulsory. In fact, much of the 
blood given to non-whites was from 
whites. There was not enough non
white blood available for all non-white 
needs. I Wr went on :

As far as I know-, non-white blood 
is not used for transfusions for whites, 
though if it were a matter of life and 
death, 1 daresay the origin of the blood 
would not matter.”

★

With such views about white and 
black blood (or is it blue and black?) 
it is not surprising that when Dr. 
Verwoerd was able to address the 
people, he should have declared his 
belief that he was spared after the 
attempt on his life by “divine provi
dence ”to continue his leadership of 
S. Africa. If he sincerely believes 
what he says the more is the pity,*
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The Only Method
Dear Comrades,

The second article printed in Freedom 
on the defence of David Pratt has suc
ceeded in goading me to write the letter 
which should have been written on read
ing the first. Like you my first remark 
was one of satisfaction—"about time 
too"—I think it was. It seems 1 was 
also guilty of a heresy in feeling relief 
that Pratt was white not black.

carded in favour of something a la Kash
mir. In Germany, the Jew-s had no 
one to whom to appeal to see fair play 
and did not themselves organise in their 
own defence, so almost to a man were ex
terminated. Possibly, both when they 
were rounded up and when they entered 
the gas chamber. Jews non-violently pro
tested. By then it was too late.

The moment he w'as in power it was 
too late to non-violently protest against 
Syngman Rhee, so would it have been 
preferable had their been no violent 
protests a few weeks ago and the ageing 
distator allowed to remain in power until 
he died of natural causes? One hundred 
and seventv-two people died during that 
brief revolt, but how many died during 
his fifteen years of office? Unless they 
are forcibly deposed or die violently, 
dictators live to a ripe old age, Stalin. 
Salazar, Petain, de Gaulle and Adenauer

Anarchism is not a repudiation 
of social discipline, but rather 
an assumption of humanitarian 
responsibility.”

—SHOLEM ASCH

The Editors. 
Dear Sirs,

I would agree with G. that "horse 
sense is a belter guide for helping chil
dren to grow up mentally healthy, than 
following a theory. But—what has hap
pened to our horse sense?

1 suggest that it is not theory that does 
most harm in child-rearing, but the fact 
that our heritage has been authoritarian. 
For countless generations, we have been 
conditioned, moulded, and indoctrinated 
with irrational beliefs, to such an extent 
that our natural, spontaneous instinct— 
the horse sense (still discernable in some 
primitive tribes), has been overlaid. 
And now, some of us have tried to find 
our way back, with the help of theories 
which seem to fit the innate need of 
children to regulate themselves (as they 
regulate their breathing, without adult 
interference). The more external con
trol is used by parents, teachers and 
society, the less children need to be 
responsible, and the more they lean on 
others, and feel helpless; and this leads 
eventually to adult dependence and 
apathy, "lack of confidence in their own 
strength and judgment, with a conse
quent longing for an omniscient, guid
ing father-figure, etc.” (Reich)—surely 
the antithesis of anarchism.

Ordinary parents interfere with their 
childrens' feeding, excreting and sexual 
development, and suppress their instinc
tive feelings. They demand conformity 
and standards, which, while not deriving 
from learnt theories, are from mistaken 
expectations (handed on by misguided 
predecessors). These are considered 
‘normal’ by all but a small number of 
‘cranks’, who often derive their different 
approach, from Neill or Reich.

Unfortunately, holding a theory does 
not change the basic character structure 
of the parents who may not have the 

their

probably won them votes from dis
illusioned erstwhile supporters of 
the Labour Party but clearly the 
“idealist” vote is small.
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although there was very little selling. 
Later prices recovered and selling of 
industrial shares was steady.

It would appear, therefore, that 
there is no crisis in the stock market 
as a result of “the deterioration in 
relations” although some financial 
commentators (rightly in our view) 
have pointed to the possibility of 
inflation. But the immediate future 
looks rosy for armament investors, 
both here and in the United States. 

The Guardian financial editor 
writes (May 18th): —

Yesterday’s proceedings in Wall Street 
were instructive. As the prospect of dis
armament faded, armament shares, 
especially such specialised issues as 
rocket fuels, rose briskly. The London 
market would be slower to draw that 
conclusion, but before long it would 
register the fact that defence contracts 
are good for business.

Should the East-West tension con
tinue. he analyses the results in 
these terms:

So we would get first a resumption ot 
the downward drift because of the hor
rible spectre coming up over the horizon, 
next, a period of heavier Government 
restrictions to depress consumer spending 
and make room for more defence expen
diture: and finally a strong market up
surge as industrial profits kept on rising 
and fears of inflation revived.

The Sunday Express, cheerfully 
prophesying inflation because: — 

the ranting of Krushchev backed up 
by superb techniques in the field of battle 
make it imperative for the U.S. and our 
selves to catch up—
advises its readers to plump for 
Vickers whose shares yield 
bumper 6%.”.

We offer this information in 
passing to readers of Freedom who 
have not had the advantage of 
reading the Sunday Express financial 
page.

oil into the country when they 
themselves have a surplus.

But trade is stepping up and more 
and more interests arc becoming in
volved which might indicate that 
Britain and the Soviet Union have 
good reason not to let the periodic 
crises get too much out of hand.

In spite of this “business as usual” 
spirit it strikes us that in a sense 
it only adds to the general atmos
phere of fantasy which surrounds us, 
as one might feel when looking at 
a recognisable object in the middle 
of a surrealist picture.

The difference is that if we are 
not amused or delighted b) a picture 
we can turn our backs and forget 
all about it.

Government is not amusing and 
we cannot ignore the economic and 
political madness which springs from 
it. It is not enough to turn our 
backs on it, sooner or later we are 
going to be devoured unless we 
destroy it first.

Printed by Expreel Printer!, London. El.

who are, in effect or potentially the 
government of the land. The 
moment any body of individuals 
large or small are “influential 
enough” to make a government 
reverse its policies, they are the 
government! This surely is the 
lesson of India, of Palestine and now 
of Africa. But, Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament and others 
please note, the “pressure” groups 
which governments heed are not 
those which seek to make them 
change their ways but those whose 
expressed intention is to get rid of 
the established regime. The only 
“sense” governments understand is 
superior power.

WlJI - 
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concern for the starving other half 
of mankind. The phenomenon of 
a Tory party three times successful 
in successive elections, with an in
creasing majority of seats each time, 
is even more significant when one 
takes into account that the only 
difference between the two major 
parties’ programmes was. if any
thing, that the Labour Party pro
mised more material prosperity for 
the people as a whole than did its 
rivals! What we are trying to say 
is that not only is “idealism” out 
so far as elections are concerned, 
but that so long as the general trend 
of “prosperity” is maintained the 
promise of more prosperity by the 
challenging party will not succeed 
in dislodging those who hold office. 
From the point of view of the 
Labour Party winning elections then, 
it is not so much lack of party 
unity, or the fact that mass com
munications are largely in the hands 
of the Tories, or that the Tory 
machine is more efficient than the 
Labour machine, but simply the fact 
that the Tories won the elections 
in *1951 and not Labour. Had the 
latter been successful in 1951 we 
have no doubt that the much 
vaunted Tory “hat-trick” would 
have been acclaimed last October 
as a Labour “hat-trick”. And to 
round off these introductory remarks 
it should be mentioned that the 
Liberals who offered prosperity and 
doses of “idealism” in their election 
programme remained in the political 
wilderness and had little to show in 
terms of parliamentary seats for 
their internal shake-up or their in
tensified electoral campaign. The 
“idealism” in their programme

*»y one Reader
Dear Friends,

Thank you for providing six months’ 
stimulating reading. I enclose the neces
sary to ensure another six month instal
ment. The “Is Anarchism Authoritar- 

debate alone was worth paying
nine bob for—it gave me furiously to 
think and still docs.

At the moment 1 am engaged on an 
essay dealing with the life and influence 
of Bakunin. One result of this work 
has been to reinforce a longstanding 
feeling of mine, namely, that the social 
and industrial differences between our 
own day and that of the classical anar
chists demand, not a revision of anar
chist principles but, a restatement of 
them in the light of modern psychologi
cal, sociological and anthropological 
studies.

Without advocating making
prints for the future” I do heartily sup
port recent pleas in Freedom for a 
symposium presenting anarchist attitudes 
to a wider public.

Yours sincerely, 
Edinburgh, May 13.

GENTLEMEN.

I want to thank you for the excellent 
article on Samuel Beckett (The unintelli
gible Mr. B.) by NAV. in the April 23rd 
edition of Freedom, which I received 
yesterday. Since it is currently my am
bition to finish a book on the subject ot 
Mr. Beckett's art, I was naturally quite 
pleased to read this fine risumd in my 
favourite newspaper.

I think the title was rather unfortu
nate. since the art of Mr. B. is no more 
unintelligible than any other manifesta
tion of human experience. The article 
itself constitutes an excellent argument 
for the genuine intelligibility of Mr. B.'s 
art.

N.W. may be "no nearer to a con
sidered judgment of this extraordinary 
writer, since it is still impossible to de
cide whether he is a genius or a charla
tan" but his own criticism would seem 
to indicate that the word “charlatan is 
a little strong. For myself, it is quite 
possible to decide after due consideration 
that Mr. Beckett is in the genius class. 
It is also comforting to know that I am 
not alone in this decision; but Time, as 
always will cast the definitive vote.

What I really missed (the main purpose 
of this note) is a discussion by N.W. 
of the relationship of Mr. Beckett’s art 
to anarchism. I believe that such a dis
cussion would be extremely fruitful to 
the majority of your readers, in view of 
the philosophical implications in Beck
ett's work. In a universe of infinite pur
poselessness, the immediate purposes 
that any single individual constructs for 
himself must ultimately draw on 
anarchist philosophy. With a most 
urgent sense of desperation, Beckett's art 
strikes me as being a magnificent step in 
the search for an intelligent basis for 
existence in our tiny circle around the 
sun through the terror of black space. 

I would greatly appreciate hearing 
from N.W. on this subject. 

Sincerely,
F. M. Dusenbury.

I Mount Vernon. N.Y.T ........~~
May 17.

Yours, etc
Aberdeen, May 9.

^EWSPAPER financial editors, 
although speculative about the 

long-term effects of the abortive 
Summit Conference on the stock 
market, had an easier job than the 
political commentators, whose task 
last week was to produce acceptable 
analyses of Khrushchev’s sensational 
pronouncements.

Most journalists were thrown into 
confusion by events in Paris but all 
agreed that Khrushchev had created 
a “tragic situation” and had directed 
a shameful blow at the “hopes of 
the world" (the real tragedy is that 
the people of the world place their 
faith in the ultimate wisdom of their 
political leaders)

The financial boys who deal in 
hard facts and not fantasies were 
much- more realistic, and it seems 
that only the City (apart from the 
politicians) shared Freedom’s view 
that nothing would be changed after 
a summit conference.

Writing in the Observer (Sunday, 
May 22nd), “Sterling" states that: — 

The City has taken the Paris fiasco 
quietly. Nobody expected much to 
come of a Summit conference; nobody 
is greatly disappointed . . . Investors, 
until somebody gives them the word, 
seem ready to go on as if nothing had 
happened.

According to Paul Bureau of the 
News’ Chronicle, Stock Exchange 
reaction to the wreckage of the 
Summit meeting was 
cheerful" because: —

Gone is the uncertainty that would 
have persisted if long, protracted nego
tiation and rapid changes of mood had 
ensued.

Perhaps it was sinister elements 
in the Stock Exchange who sabo
taged the Summit!

At the beginning of last week in 
the London Stock Exchange, the 
drift of prices was downward”,

I

later to confidently predict that the 
Labour Party is not going pacifist’. 
People who unless they get married or 
buried in the interim will not go near 
a minister of religion until they march ■ 
again next Easter consent to receiving 
Canon Collin's bicsssing in Trafalgar 
Square, so docs that make them pillars 
of the church as well?

The leadership and active membership 
of C.N.D. is a ‘Popular Front' of religi
ous. political and Trade Union dissen
ters. dissenting because conformity has 
not given them the ‘fruits of office' to 
which they think they arc entitled. Each 
is anxious that the rank and file be 
moulded into his own image and made 
to serve a purpose to which disarmament 
is subsidiary, what they cannot under
stand being the opposition of the rank 
and file to nuclear warfare on the very 
personal basis of a desire to continue 
living rather than on political or theo
logical grounds.

Similarly, those who suffer because of 
Verwoerd and his like are not concerned 
to discuss ethics but wish to be rid of 
him because of what he has done to 
them and what he will do. That coun
try's industrialists are now intriguing to 
free themselves if not of Verwoerd of 
the economic consequences of apartheid 
and a seemingly perpetual state of 
emergency, but having nothing to freely 
offer or withdraw neither the Africans or 
David Pratt who acted on their behalf 
were or are in a position to bargain. 
Less even than is ours, their labour is 
not their own, it being the police and the 
pass system that makes wage-slaves of 
them. Not hunger, but police in Sara
cens break strikes, so what is the African 
and those who support him to do? Viol- 
Icnce, it is true, breeds violence, but in 
South Africa, and not only in South 
Africa, non-violence also breeds it.

There is no one blue-print of society, 
therefore no one course of action. As 
it is claimed to have done in India, non
violence can attain its ends only if there 
is a third party as final arbiter to which 
the oppressed can appeal. British troops 
firing on protesting Indians resulted in 
questions being asked by whichever 
party was in opposition and letters being 
written to the press, the officer concerned 
being sacrificed as a consequence and 
sometimes the minister, too. Indian 
troops firing on Indians, however, is 
merely a news item and evidence of what

I must admit I get no feeling of happens when independence is granted, 
elation from the idea that a mighty so *hat non-violence has had to be dis- 
massacre may unite the liberals of the
world who would rise and swamp apar
theid.

This feeling of relief I speak of I 
remember having in Burma on hearing 
of the dropping of the first atomic bomb. 
My doubts began a few days later on
hearing of the effect and what it meant, 
the relief turned to horror which has 
grown ever since. So with this shooting, 
a day or so of relief then the doubts 
becoming overwhelming on seeing the 
actual thing on television. 1 must re
peat what T.S. in his letter says, that we
spare pity on the sight of a man shot
through the face, obviously in great pain,
his head being nursed in his wife's hands.

A great many words have been written 
in these two articles but this film has
either not been seen or has been deliber
ately ignored. Films of the Sharpeville 
shootings have also been shown but I 
must say that my revulsion at violence 
done to a human being is no way altered 
by the victim's colour or what he may
have done. Even so, my pity and sym
pathy are with David Pratt. He has 
and will suffer for an act I and most 
readers of Freedom have not the guts 
to commit—even if we wished.

It has convinced me more than ever 
that non-violent resistance though less 
satisfyingly dramatic, is the only method 
that should be used. But. although it 
may sound contradictory. I believe I 
would kill to save my own life and that 
of my wife and child. On the other
hand 1 would not commit an act for 
any moral or ethical belief or any society
for which it would mean the sacrifice of
our lives.

This letter may seem emotional and 
sentimental but it is deliberate, I refuse
to jntellectualise them out of existence. 

Yours sincerely.
Milward Casey.

in our very humble opinion, that his 
would-be assassin missed. For cer
tainly nobody will be so impolite as 
to suggest that the man should be 
certified.

In a statement read on his behalf 
by the Finance Minister, Dr. Ver
woerd outlined to Parliament his 
proposals for improving urban Afri
can administration and reducing 
racial friction in urban areas.

According to the Times Cape 
Town correspondent his main pro
posals are

To give Africans greater authority 
over their own people by creating 
urban Bantu authorities who would 
have "limited but real authority” and 
would run an auxiliary service to help 
in police protection against Tsotsi 
gangs, agitators, and inciters.

2. To eliminate police raids in Bantu 
residential areas for illicit liquor, the 
Government intended to implement 
some of the proposals of the liquor 
commission, which recently recom
mended that Africans be allowed light 
wine and European style beer.

3. The reference (pass) book system to 
continue but to be eased by, among 
other things, providing a smaller and 
handier book.
These, 77ie Times refers to as 

“Dr. Verwoerd’s Concessions”, 
find them pretty miserable,
even so it is interesting that in his 
first statement since his narrow 
escape from death. Dr. Verwoerd 
offers a concession or two!

I,,. ’

'J’HIS superior power where it 
manifests itself today almost in

variably follows a pattern of violence 
in that the popular movements as 
in Africa, are inspired by an elite, 
generally educated in Europe or the 
U.S.A., who use the popular dis
content as ruthlessly as the generals 
used their cannon-fodder to win 
military campaigns. Such change, 
from above, represents for the 
overwhelming majority nothing 
more than a change of masters. But 
this is the inevitable outcome of the 
application of the authoritarian ap
proach whether you call it socialist, 
marxist or nationalist. Without 
denying that a change of masters 
might well improve the lot of “the 
masses" temporarily or relatively, 
it is doubtful whether in terms of 
freedom and human development 
changes of the kind we have de
scribed contribute anything positive 
at all. Often they do much harm 
for they exploit the popular discon
tent. make great demands on the 
generosity of the people (whether by 
violent or non-violent resistance) 
only to give them in return a change

The Unholy Trio!
I should like to ask a question of the 

writer of the article in the April 16 
Freedom called "Too Bad He Missed
in which the writer expresses great de
light over an attempted murder and 
thinks that the assassin has done a good 
job. Is there really any basic difference 
between the philosophy of Dr. Verwoerd 
and the assassin and the writer of this 
article? Is not the philosophy of all 
three based on violence? None of these 
three represent anarchism for wherever 
the philosophy of violence exists there 
will always be violent government or 
involuntary government, no matter if the 
governors call themselves anarchists or 
not. Wherever violence is used we en
croach upon the freedom of others.

Anarchism or voluntary government 
can only exist where men respect each 
other mutually. To me there is no basic 
difference between the philosophy of 
Hitler and that of the governments of 
Britain and the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. 
for all are a part of the same old order 
which is violence. This is the basis of 
their existence and without it they cannot 
exist. One may be milder in his vio
lence than the other but it is still the 
same philosophy and order.
Switzerland, May 3. Richard Fichter.

PROGRESS OF A DEFICIT! 
W EEK 21
Deficit on Freedom
Contributions received 
DEFICIT

May 13 to May 19
L.A.E. 5/-: London: C.J. 

J.H.M. £2/0/0: T 
A.W. £1/1/0; Reading: A.C. 6/- 
M.G. 10/-: London Colney: E.H. 
Oxford: G.L. 5/-; Stockholm: O.H.* 
London: Anon.’ 2/-; London: J.M.P.’ 9/2: 
Enfield: J. & M.S. 6/6: Ipswich: W.M.D. 
I I/-; Edinburgh: A.J.F. 15/6: Liverpool: 
R.D. I I/-: Argyll: H.D. I/-; Chelmsford: 
C.A. 10,'-; Wolverhampton: J.G.L* 
London: J.S.* 3/-: London: Anon. 
Stevenage: J.W.P. 6/-: Smethwick: 
£i <0/0; Glasgow; J.M. 6/-; Henley: 1.1. 
5/-: Godaiming: N.S. £1/0/0: Lond on: 
E.W.P. II/-; Keele: A.N.P. 2/6: Slough: 
EC.' 2/6: London: O.C. I/-; London: 
Anon. 1/3; London: J.H. I/-; Bolton: R.T.S. 
I/-; Dublin: Anon. 3/6: Guernsey: B.S. I/-; 
Hailsham: A.A. I/-; Bromsgrove: A.W.H. 
16/-: High Wycombe: J.R.G. I/-: Wembley 
Park: F.E.S. 7/-: Arvika: R.S.-B. £1/0/0: 

Nuneaton: D.H. 3/-; 
I/-; Surrey: F.B.* 5/-.

16 17 2 
316 14 3

L 9
-Wrr







0 9

FREEDOM
4 In this IssueWhere’s our ‘Horse Sense’!MoralityTactics & a

Here lies the problemchildren need.
to

• •

May 28th, 196021. No. 22Vol. Threepence

Reflections on the L.P’s call for

LISJi
• •

D.B.
• •

★as
• Freedom9 as seen

» '
» »

M *

capacity to tolerate the freedom

"blue of government.

*9

A.J.F.
• »

not in any way influence the policies but those who have the real power,

MEETINGS AND
AFTER THE SUMMITA NNOUNCEMENTS

Business as Usual
99

★SOUTH AFRICA

VERWOERD SPEAKS

»

London, May 2

UsualBusiness as I

k •

modestlyu

Newport, May 5. E.C."

“a

Are you

1959 TOTAL TO DATE 99<4 Coatinucd on p. 4

’Indicate* ra^whr

Published by Freedom Press, 27 Red Lion Street, London, W.C.I

■

» I

•It

•a

•It.

tit.

tit

•It.

■

»!•

London: 
Hereford:

£420
£333

£87

LONDON ANARCHIST
GROUP and MALATESTA
DEBATING SOCIETY

We
But

’From the African’s point of view, that 
is!

Criticisma and
Suggestions - p. 2 

Anarchism and the
Flat Earth Mentality - p. 3 

Letters to the Editors p. 3-4

•f. t

Fraternally,
Norman Day.

our readers be aware of the other The 
fact that their active or passive sup
port of pressure groups within the 
framework of existing society would

Total
Previously acknowledged

Have vou Renewed
*

your Subscription
to FREEDOM ?

£333 II 5

JUNE 12.—Bonar Thompson 
(Benefit Lecture) 
REMEMBRANCE OF THINGS 
PAST

Continued
from p. 1

kJ”

MAY 29.—Jack Robinson on 
STRIKES, BOYCOTTS AND 
DIRECT ACTION
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As to Reich "appearing to be insane", 
it seems a pity to go on repeating this, 
and discouraging people from reading 
Reich’s work. Reich was pronounced 
sane by a board of Psychiatrists a year 
or so before his death. If G. has other 
information, or if he cares scientifically 
to demonstrate that Reich’s later work 
was invalid, it would be more conclusive 
than making sweeping statements to that 
effect.

among
them!
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IMPORTANT
MEETINGS are now held at

CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS
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London, W.C.2.
(corner Charing Cross Road and 
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at 7.30 p.m.
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L A G. SUMMER SCHOOL 
REMINDER

Don’t forget when arranging your holi
days, that the Summer School will take 
place during August Bank Holiday week
end. It will be held at Alan Albon’s 
Farm at Hailsham, Sussex (under can
vas), and those who wish to will be able 
to stay for a week. Further details of 
cost, lectures, etc. will appear later.

■^yHEN we said that we thought
the theme was an important and 

interesting one, we were of course,
not thinking in terms of how the
Labour Party could stage a come
back by winning the next general 
elections, but with initiating a dis
cussion as to how the libertarian
movements and groups which exist
throughout the world, in spite of all
the “trends” being against their even
existing, let alone surviving, could
function more positively, more effec
tively, than they do at present.

In saying which, we are not
thinking “big” but as realists, not
idealists—giving this latter term its
popular meaning, and using the
former in its true sense. We are 
aware of the fact that the acceptance
of libertarian ideas and values by
all our readers would not affect bv
one iota the existing power political of government, the international
or financial set-up in the world situation or the structure, economic,
to-day. Equally, however, should financial or social, of that society. 

__j pressure groups to which 
governments will lend an ear are 
not those which offer moral, huma
nitarian or even realistic arguments.

4/-:
1/3:

E.W.

I am sure G. knew he would court 
plenty of opposition by making that par
ticular statement in Freedom and that 
this would provoke discussion? But G. 
has a habit of calling his opponents poli
tical leaders, and those with whom he 
disagrees—insane!

bib

niim

joining with Syngman Rhee in proof that 
theirs is a long-lived profession. Killing 
them is an extreme form of protest that 
not necessarily changes anything, but if 
the lives of their subjects is not sacred, 
neither is theirs. Amongst leaders, of 
course, leaders are sacroscanct, but the 
led do not always think so.

Tactics and morals are inextricably 
mixed: a plea to morality being a tacti
cal measure, a refusal to do anything 
generally held to be ’immoral’ good 
public relations. If, though, it is 
thought they are separate and a differ
ence in degree in no way constitutes a 
difference in kind, there is no answer, 
only a question. If alone in a room 
with a beer- or power-drunk individual 
about to press a button unleashing nuclear 
warfare on the world, exhortations 
having failed do we resign ourselves to 
the fact that if he doesn’t press the but
ton someone else will, or do we violently 
protest with the heaviest paper-weight to 
hand?

THE Labour Party pundits have 
apparently been “shaken" by the 

revelation in the report by Dr. Mark 
Abrahams that idealism is not fixed 
firmly in the public, or even the 
working class mind, as Labour’s 
characteristic quality. Shaken though 
they may be, they are nevertheless 
proposing to do something about it, 
and Mr. Morgan Phillips is suggest
ing that

in planning the road to the next gene
ral election the Executive should con
centrate during 1961 on idealism and on 
getting people into the Labour Party who 
believe in its ideals.

The Guardian's, Labour corres
pondent, points out that

The great moral and psychological 
issue which the party has to face, of 
course, is whether a more idealistic 
approach can win friends and influence 
people in the Acquisitive Society. Some 
Labour speakers recently have noted 
that their references to old age pen
sions have beon less warmly received 
than formerly. They are not sure 
whether the Conservatives are cooling 
the atmosphere by encouraging their 
hecklers to weep crocodile tears, or 
whether the coldness is just because a 
worth-while issue has gone stale on them 
through over-use.

The theme is an important and 
interesting one. We think it is idle 
to expect a political party bent on 
winning the fruits of office to be 
anything but opportunist in its ap
proach to the question of vote
catching. In the highly industrial
ised nations, in the “acquisitive 
society” par excellence, one cannot 
be surprised if more votes go to the 
party which promises to increase 
the individual’s purchasing power 
than to the one which, say, promises 
more education or shows a genuine

•THE UNINTELLIGIBLE 
MR. B.”

Out of all the solemn commentary 
on the Summit drama a picture of 
Britain as a calm, wise and respon
sible power has emerged, and with 
it significantly some reappraisal of 
her economic interest in the Soviet 
Union involving millions of pounds 
worth of trade, sound reasons for 
remaining calm!

Large and powerful companies, 
including Vickers and I.C.I., are 
supporting the British trade fair 
organised for next year in Moscow 
(Vickers investors please note) and, 
it is rumoured, the Bank of England 
itself has had men over in Moscow 
this year to talk about the chances 
of London holding the market if and 
when the rouble becomes freely con
vertible.

Russia too is anxious to increase 
her trade with Britain, and would 
like to widen her oil markets, readily 
available in Britain it seems but for 
the fact that up until now oil com
panies have opposed bringing more

rfTrrttrrt,,
’’ ' "’'I itIBI I
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Peterborough 
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De\r Editorial Committee.
It was, perhaps, not politic to have 

applauded David Pratt's attempted ass
assination of \ erwoerd, but since when 
have Anarchists been politicians? In 
an\ case, even if the article "T oo Bad 
He Missed" did alienate a few mild revo
lutionaries about to be converted to 
Anarchism and embarrassed their poten
tial converters, it eased the embarrass
ment of those ot us who had in vain 
looked elsewhere for an expression of 
the general consensus of opinion on the 
subject in order to prove to South 
African friends in this country that not 
all our papers think the shooting of one 
white more heinous than the killing of 
91 blacks. To correct the impression 
the remainder of that particular issue 
seemingly gave—mistakenly, I trust 
that Anarchism is 'respectable' and tor 
ever turning the other cheek, was also 
something worth doing.

Inference that the country as a whole 
endorsed the horror expressed by Mac
millan and practically every newspaper 
editorial, and that those who pray 
prayed for Verwoerd's speedy recovery 
and consequent return to brutality is 
inference. 1 would suggest, that those 
who criticised the article are out of 
touch with reality . The C.N.D.. though, 
has always been thus. Fondly they 
imagine that those who march with them 
and support them are as pacifist as they 
are. conveniently ignoring, for example, 
the Hungary-stained Communist Party
banners sprouting in their midst. The 
Communists, it may be argued, are in a 
minority, the bulk of support being 
drawn from the Labour Party. Despite 
their presence on the march, though, 
Hugh Gaitskell was still able two weeks

ian?"

According to a Reuter report 
from Capetown (May 20);

The South African Government today 
published regulations under which white 
and non-white blood to be used in trans
fusions will be carefully segregated to 
ensure as far as possible that the same 
race receives its own particular blood.

Under the regulations, to come into 
force on September 1, white and non
white donors will be bled on separate 
premises or on the same premises but 
suitably separated. Records of blood 
donations will also be kept separately.

Dr. R. Turner, senior Government 
pathologist, explaining the new regula
tions here today, said that the racial 
origin of blood in bottles must be 
marked and if possible the same race 
given the same blood. But he added 
that there was no regulation making 
this compulsory. In fact, much of the 
blood given to non-whites was from 
whites. There was not enough non
white blood available for all non-white 
needs. I Wr went on :

As far as I know-, non-white blood 
is not used for transfusions for whites, 
though if it were a matter of life and 
death, 1 daresay the origin of the blood 
would not matter.”

★

With such views about white and 
black blood (or is it blue and black?) 
it is not surprising that when Dr. 
Verwoerd was able to address the 
people, he should have declared his 
belief that he was spared after the 
attempt on his life by “divine provi
dence ”to continue his leadership of 
S. Africa. If he sincerely believes 
what he says the more is the pity,*

rm II

The Only Method
Dear Comrades,

The second article printed in Freedom 
on the defence of David Pratt has suc
ceeded in goading me to write the letter 
which should have been written on read
ing the first. Like you my first remark 
was one of satisfaction—"about time 
too"—I think it was. It seems 1 was 
also guilty of a heresy in feeling relief 
that Pratt was white not black.

carded in favour of something a la Kash
mir. In Germany, the Jew-s had no 
one to whom to appeal to see fair play 
and did not themselves organise in their 
own defence, so almost to a man were ex
terminated. Possibly, both when they 
were rounded up and when they entered 
the gas chamber. Jews non-violently pro
tested. By then it was too late.

The moment he w'as in power it was 
too late to non-violently protest against 
Syngman Rhee, so would it have been 
preferable had their been no violent 
protests a few weeks ago and the ageing 
distator allowed to remain in power until 
he died of natural causes? One hundred 
and seventv-two people died during that 
brief revolt, but how many died during 
his fifteen years of office? Unless they 
are forcibly deposed or die violently, 
dictators live to a ripe old age, Stalin. 
Salazar, Petain, de Gaulle and Adenauer

Anarchism is not a repudiation 
of social discipline, but rather 
an assumption of humanitarian 
responsibility.”

—SHOLEM ASCH

The Editors. 
Dear Sirs,

I would agree with G. that "horse 
sense is a belter guide for helping chil
dren to grow up mentally healthy, than 
following a theory. But—what has hap
pened to our horse sense?

1 suggest that it is not theory that does 
most harm in child-rearing, but the fact 
that our heritage has been authoritarian. 
For countless generations, we have been 
conditioned, moulded, and indoctrinated 
with irrational beliefs, to such an extent 
that our natural, spontaneous instinct— 
the horse sense (still discernable in some 
primitive tribes), has been overlaid. 
And now, some of us have tried to find 
our way back, with the help of theories 
which seem to fit the innate need of 
children to regulate themselves (as they 
regulate their breathing, without adult 
interference). The more external con
trol is used by parents, teachers and 
society, the less children need to be 
responsible, and the more they lean on 
others, and feel helpless; and this leads 
eventually to adult dependence and 
apathy, "lack of confidence in their own 
strength and judgment, with a conse
quent longing for an omniscient, guid
ing father-figure, etc.” (Reich)—surely 
the antithesis of anarchism.

Ordinary parents interfere with their 
childrens' feeding, excreting and sexual 
development, and suppress their instinc
tive feelings. They demand conformity 
and standards, which, while not deriving 
from learnt theories, are from mistaken 
expectations (handed on by misguided 
predecessors). These are considered 
‘normal’ by all but a small number of 
‘cranks’, who often derive their different 
approach, from Neill or Reich.

Unfortunately, holding a theory does 
not change the basic character structure 
of the parents who may not have the 

their

probably won them votes from dis
illusioned erstwhile supporters of 
the Labour Party but clearly the 
“idealist” vote is small.
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although there was very little selling. 
Later prices recovered and selling of 
industrial shares was steady.

It would appear, therefore, that 
there is no crisis in the stock market 
as a result of “the deterioration in 
relations” although some financial 
commentators (rightly in our view) 
have pointed to the possibility of 
inflation. But the immediate future 
looks rosy for armament investors, 
both here and in the United States. 

The Guardian financial editor 
writes (May 18th): —

Yesterday’s proceedings in Wall Street 
were instructive. As the prospect of dis
armament faded, armament shares, 
especially such specialised issues as 
rocket fuels, rose briskly. The London 
market would be slower to draw that 
conclusion, but before long it would 
register the fact that defence contracts 
are good for business.

Should the East-West tension con
tinue. he analyses the results in 
these terms:

So we would get first a resumption ot 
the downward drift because of the hor
rible spectre coming up over the horizon, 
next, a period of heavier Government 
restrictions to depress consumer spending 
and make room for more defence expen
diture: and finally a strong market up
surge as industrial profits kept on rising 
and fears of inflation revived.

The Sunday Express, cheerfully 
prophesying inflation because: — 

the ranting of Krushchev backed up 
by superb techniques in the field of battle 
make it imperative for the U.S. and our 
selves to catch up—
advises its readers to plump for 
Vickers whose shares yield 
bumper 6%.”.

We offer this information in 
passing to readers of Freedom who 
have not had the advantage of 
reading the Sunday Express financial 
page.

oil into the country when they 
themselves have a surplus.

But trade is stepping up and more 
and more interests arc becoming in
volved which might indicate that 
Britain and the Soviet Union have 
good reason not to let the periodic 
crises get too much out of hand.

In spite of this “business as usual” 
spirit it strikes us that in a sense 
it only adds to the general atmos
phere of fantasy which surrounds us, 
as one might feel when looking at 
a recognisable object in the middle 
of a surrealist picture.

The difference is that if we are 
not amused or delighted b) a picture 
we can turn our backs and forget 
all about it.

Government is not amusing and 
we cannot ignore the economic and 
political madness which springs from 
it. It is not enough to turn our 
backs on it, sooner or later we are 
going to be devoured unless we 
destroy it first.

Printed by Expreel Printer!, London. El.

who are, in effect or potentially the 
government of the land. The 
moment any body of individuals 
large or small are “influential 
enough” to make a government 
reverse its policies, they are the 
government! This surely is the 
lesson of India, of Palestine and now 
of Africa. But, Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament and others 
please note, the “pressure” groups 
which governments heed are not 
those which seek to make them 
change their ways but those whose 
expressed intention is to get rid of 
the established regime. The only 
“sense” governments understand is 
superior power.

WlJI - 
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concern for the starving other half 
of mankind. The phenomenon of 
a Tory party three times successful 
in successive elections, with an in
creasing majority of seats each time, 
is even more significant when one 
takes into account that the only 
difference between the two major 
parties’ programmes was. if any
thing, that the Labour Party pro
mised more material prosperity for 
the people as a whole than did its 
rivals! What we are trying to say 
is that not only is “idealism” out 
so far as elections are concerned, 
but that so long as the general trend 
of “prosperity” is maintained the 
promise of more prosperity by the 
challenging party will not succeed 
in dislodging those who hold office. 
From the point of view of the 
Labour Party winning elections then, 
it is not so much lack of party 
unity, or the fact that mass com
munications are largely in the hands 
of the Tories, or that the Tory 
machine is more efficient than the 
Labour machine, but simply the fact 
that the Tories won the elections 
in *1951 and not Labour. Had the 
latter been successful in 1951 we 
have no doubt that the much 
vaunted Tory “hat-trick” would 
have been acclaimed last October 
as a Labour “hat-trick”. And to 
round off these introductory remarks 
it should be mentioned that the 
Liberals who offered prosperity and 
doses of “idealism” in their election 
programme remained in the political 
wilderness and had little to show in 
terms of parliamentary seats for 
their internal shake-up or their in
tensified electoral campaign. The 
“idealism” in their programme

*»y one Reader
Dear Friends,

Thank you for providing six months’ 
stimulating reading. I enclose the neces
sary to ensure another six month instal
ment. The “Is Anarchism Authoritar- 

debate alone was worth paying
nine bob for—it gave me furiously to 
think and still docs.

At the moment 1 am engaged on an 
essay dealing with the life and influence 
of Bakunin. One result of this work 
has been to reinforce a longstanding 
feeling of mine, namely, that the social 
and industrial differences between our 
own day and that of the classical anar
chists demand, not a revision of anar
chist principles but, a restatement of 
them in the light of modern psychologi
cal, sociological and anthropological 
studies.

Without advocating making
prints for the future” I do heartily sup
port recent pleas in Freedom for a 
symposium presenting anarchist attitudes 
to a wider public.

Yours sincerely, 
Edinburgh, May 13.

GENTLEMEN.

I want to thank you for the excellent 
article on Samuel Beckett (The unintelli
gible Mr. B.) by NAV. in the April 23rd 
edition of Freedom, which I received 
yesterday. Since it is currently my am
bition to finish a book on the subject ot 
Mr. Beckett's art, I was naturally quite 
pleased to read this fine risumd in my 
favourite newspaper.

I think the title was rather unfortu
nate. since the art of Mr. B. is no more 
unintelligible than any other manifesta
tion of human experience. The article 
itself constitutes an excellent argument 
for the genuine intelligibility of Mr. B.'s 
art.

N.W. may be "no nearer to a con
sidered judgment of this extraordinary 
writer, since it is still impossible to de
cide whether he is a genius or a charla
tan" but his own criticism would seem 
to indicate that the word “charlatan is 
a little strong. For myself, it is quite 
possible to decide after due consideration 
that Mr. Beckett is in the genius class. 
It is also comforting to know that I am 
not alone in this decision; but Time, as 
always will cast the definitive vote.

What I really missed (the main purpose 
of this note) is a discussion by N.W. 
of the relationship of Mr. Beckett’s art 
to anarchism. I believe that such a dis
cussion would be extremely fruitful to 
the majority of your readers, in view of 
the philosophical implications in Beck
ett's work. In a universe of infinite pur
poselessness, the immediate purposes 
that any single individual constructs for 
himself must ultimately draw on 
anarchist philosophy. With a most 
urgent sense of desperation, Beckett's art 
strikes me as being a magnificent step in 
the search for an intelligent basis for 
existence in our tiny circle around the 
sun through the terror of black space. 

I would greatly appreciate hearing 
from N.W. on this subject. 

Sincerely,
F. M. Dusenbury.

I Mount Vernon. N.Y.T ........~~
May 17.

Yours, etc
Aberdeen, May 9.

^EWSPAPER financial editors, 
although speculative about the 

long-term effects of the abortive 
Summit Conference on the stock 
market, had an easier job than the 
political commentators, whose task 
last week was to produce acceptable 
analyses of Khrushchev’s sensational 
pronouncements.

Most journalists were thrown into 
confusion by events in Paris but all 
agreed that Khrushchev had created 
a “tragic situation” and had directed 
a shameful blow at the “hopes of 
the world" (the real tragedy is that 
the people of the world place their 
faith in the ultimate wisdom of their 
political leaders)

The financial boys who deal in 
hard facts and not fantasies were 
much- more realistic, and it seems 
that only the City (apart from the 
politicians) shared Freedom’s view 
that nothing would be changed after 
a summit conference.

Writing in the Observer (Sunday, 
May 22nd), “Sterling" states that: — 

The City has taken the Paris fiasco 
quietly. Nobody expected much to 
come of a Summit conference; nobody 
is greatly disappointed . . . Investors, 
until somebody gives them the word, 
seem ready to go on as if nothing had 
happened.

According to Paul Bureau of the 
News’ Chronicle, Stock Exchange 
reaction to the wreckage of the 
Summit meeting was 
cheerful" because: —

Gone is the uncertainty that would 
have persisted if long, protracted nego
tiation and rapid changes of mood had 
ensued.

Perhaps it was sinister elements 
in the Stock Exchange who sabo
taged the Summit!

At the beginning of last week in 
the London Stock Exchange, the 
drift of prices was downward”,

I

later to confidently predict that the 
Labour Party is not going pacifist’. 
People who unless they get married or 
buried in the interim will not go near 
a minister of religion until they march ■ 
again next Easter consent to receiving 
Canon Collin's bicsssing in Trafalgar 
Square, so docs that make them pillars 
of the church as well?

The leadership and active membership 
of C.N.D. is a ‘Popular Front' of religi
ous. political and Trade Union dissen
ters. dissenting because conformity has 
not given them the ‘fruits of office' to 
which they think they arc entitled. Each 
is anxious that the rank and file be 
moulded into his own image and made 
to serve a purpose to which disarmament 
is subsidiary, what they cannot under
stand being the opposition of the rank 
and file to nuclear warfare on the very 
personal basis of a desire to continue 
living rather than on political or theo
logical grounds.

Similarly, those who suffer because of 
Verwoerd and his like are not concerned 
to discuss ethics but wish to be rid of 
him because of what he has done to 
them and what he will do. That coun
try's industrialists are now intriguing to 
free themselves if not of Verwoerd of 
the economic consequences of apartheid 
and a seemingly perpetual state of 
emergency, but having nothing to freely 
offer or withdraw neither the Africans or 
David Pratt who acted on their behalf 
were or are in a position to bargain. 
Less even than is ours, their labour is 
not their own, it being the police and the 
pass system that makes wage-slaves of 
them. Not hunger, but police in Sara
cens break strikes, so what is the African 
and those who support him to do? Viol- 
Icnce, it is true, breeds violence, but in 
South Africa, and not only in South 
Africa, non-violence also breeds it.

There is no one blue-print of society, 
therefore no one course of action. As 
it is claimed to have done in India, non
violence can attain its ends only if there 
is a third party as final arbiter to which 
the oppressed can appeal. British troops 
firing on protesting Indians resulted in 
questions being asked by whichever 
party was in opposition and letters being 
written to the press, the officer concerned 
being sacrificed as a consequence and 
sometimes the minister, too. Indian 
troops firing on Indians, however, is 
merely a news item and evidence of what

I must admit I get no feeling of happens when independence is granted, 
elation from the idea that a mighty so *hat non-violence has had to be dis- 
massacre may unite the liberals of the
world who would rise and swamp apar
theid.

This feeling of relief I speak of I 
remember having in Burma on hearing 
of the dropping of the first atomic bomb. 
My doubts began a few days later on
hearing of the effect and what it meant, 
the relief turned to horror which has 
grown ever since. So with this shooting, 
a day or so of relief then the doubts 
becoming overwhelming on seeing the 
actual thing on television. 1 must re
peat what T.S. in his letter says, that we
spare pity on the sight of a man shot
through the face, obviously in great pain,
his head being nursed in his wife's hands.

A great many words have been written 
in these two articles but this film has
either not been seen or has been deliber
ately ignored. Films of the Sharpeville 
shootings have also been shown but I 
must say that my revulsion at violence 
done to a human being is no way altered 
by the victim's colour or what he may
have done. Even so, my pity and sym
pathy are with David Pratt. He has 
and will suffer for an act I and most 
readers of Freedom have not the guts 
to commit—even if we wished.

It has convinced me more than ever 
that non-violent resistance though less 
satisfyingly dramatic, is the only method 
that should be used. But. although it 
may sound contradictory. I believe I 
would kill to save my own life and that 
of my wife and child. On the other
hand 1 would not commit an act for 
any moral or ethical belief or any society
for which it would mean the sacrifice of
our lives.

This letter may seem emotional and 
sentimental but it is deliberate, I refuse
to jntellectualise them out of existence. 

Yours sincerely.
Milward Casey.

in our very humble opinion, that his 
would-be assassin missed. For cer
tainly nobody will be so impolite as 
to suggest that the man should be 
certified.

In a statement read on his behalf 
by the Finance Minister, Dr. Ver
woerd outlined to Parliament his 
proposals for improving urban Afri
can administration and reducing 
racial friction in urban areas.

According to the Times Cape 
Town correspondent his main pro
posals are

To give Africans greater authority 
over their own people by creating 
urban Bantu authorities who would 
have "limited but real authority” and 
would run an auxiliary service to help 
in police protection against Tsotsi 
gangs, agitators, and inciters.

2. To eliminate police raids in Bantu 
residential areas for illicit liquor, the 
Government intended to implement 
some of the proposals of the liquor 
commission, which recently recom
mended that Africans be allowed light 
wine and European style beer.

3. The reference (pass) book system to 
continue but to be eased by, among 
other things, providing a smaller and 
handier book.
These, 77ie Times refers to as 

“Dr. Verwoerd’s Concessions”, 
find them pretty miserable,
even so it is interesting that in his 
first statement since his narrow 
escape from death. Dr. Verwoerd 
offers a concession or two!

I,,. ’

'J’HIS superior power where it 
manifests itself today almost in

variably follows a pattern of violence 
in that the popular movements as 
in Africa, are inspired by an elite, 
generally educated in Europe or the 
U.S.A., who use the popular dis
content as ruthlessly as the generals 
used their cannon-fodder to win 
military campaigns. Such change, 
from above, represents for the 
overwhelming majority nothing 
more than a change of masters. But 
this is the inevitable outcome of the 
application of the authoritarian ap
proach whether you call it socialist, 
marxist or nationalist. Without 
denying that a change of masters 
might well improve the lot of “the 
masses" temporarily or relatively, 
it is doubtful whether in terms of 
freedom and human development 
changes of the kind we have de
scribed contribute anything positive 
at all. Often they do much harm 
for they exploit the popular discon
tent. make great demands on the 
generosity of the people (whether by 
violent or non-violent resistance) 
only to give them in return a change

The Unholy Trio!
I should like to ask a question of the 

writer of the article in the April 16 
Freedom called "Too Bad He Missed
in which the writer expresses great de
light over an attempted murder and 
thinks that the assassin has done a good 
job. Is there really any basic difference 
between the philosophy of Dr. Verwoerd 
and the assassin and the writer of this 
article? Is not the philosophy of all 
three based on violence? None of these 
three represent anarchism for wherever 
the philosophy of violence exists there 
will always be violent government or 
involuntary government, no matter if the 
governors call themselves anarchists or 
not. Wherever violence is used we en
croach upon the freedom of others.

Anarchism or voluntary government 
can only exist where men respect each 
other mutually. To me there is no basic 
difference between the philosophy of 
Hitler and that of the governments of 
Britain and the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. 
for all are a part of the same old order 
which is violence. This is the basis of 
their existence and without it they cannot 
exist. One may be milder in his vio
lence than the other but it is still the 
same philosophy and order.
Switzerland, May 3. Richard Fichter.

PROGRESS OF A DEFICIT! 
W EEK 21
Deficit on Freedom
Contributions received 
DEFICIT

May 13 to May 19
L.A.E. 5/-: London: C.J. 

J.H.M. £2/0/0: T 
A.W. £1/1/0; Reading: A.C. 6/- 
M.G. 10/-: London Colney: E.H. 
Oxford: G.L. 5/-; Stockholm: O.H.* 
London: Anon.’ 2/-; London: J.M.P.’ 9/2: 
Enfield: J. & M.S. 6/6: Ipswich: W.M.D. 
I I/-; Edinburgh: A.J.F. 15/6: Liverpool: 
R.D. I I/-: Argyll: H.D. I/-; Chelmsford: 
C.A. 10,'-; Wolverhampton: J.G.L* 
London: J.S.* 3/-: London: Anon. 
Stevenage: J.W.P. 6/-: Smethwick: 
£i <0/0; Glasgow; J.M. 6/-; Henley: 1.1. 
5/-: Godaiming: N.S. £1/0/0: Lond on: 
E.W.P. II/-; Keele: A.N.P. 2/6: Slough: 
EC.' 2/6: London: O.C. I/-; London: 
Anon. 1/3; London: J.H. I/-; Bolton: R.T.S. 
I/-; Dublin: Anon. 3/6: Guernsey: B.S. I/-; 
Hailsham: A.A. I/-; Bromsgrove: A.W.H. 
16/-: High Wycombe: J.R.G. I/-: Wembley 
Park: F.E.S. 7/-: Arvika: R.S.-B. £1/0/0: 

Nuneaton: D.H. 3/-; 
I/-; Surrey: F.B.* 5/-.

16 17 2 
316 14 3
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