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‘There is no such thing as academic
freedom. There is only one thing
by that name : Freedom, Freedom
is indivisible and belongs to all.
Hence it cannot be taken from
some wtihout being lost by all.’

G. P. MAXIMOFF.

In this Issue:

'ONE WORLD OR NONE
OUT OF THIS WORLD
PACIFIC PARADISE POINTERS
LETTERS TO THE EDITORS

THE ANARGHIST WEEKLY - 4d.

Propaganda & Everyman ll|

AT a meeting held in Friends

House last week—incidentally.

it was the dullest, most uninspired
meeting it has ever been our mis-
fortune to attend, and in spite of a

“star”-studded platform—a young
speaker introduced us to a new ven-
ture jointly sponsored by the
“World Peace Brigade for Non-
Violent Action” and the “Com-
mittee for Non-Violent Action”

namely “Everyman III”, a boat
which it i1s intended shall sail from
London to Leningrad via major
ports of France, Belgium, Germany.
Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Poland,
Finland. We were exhorted repeat-
edly to identify ourselves with this
new venture, spiritually, financially,
materially; the speaker emphasised
the need he and the other fourteen
persons who would sail in “Every-

Perils of Privilege

FEW days after Dr. Nkrumah's
Convention People’s Party
(CPP) had enthusiastically adopted
the new “Work and happiness” pro-
gramme which states that “a multi-
party system is entirely alien to the
traditional concept of government
in African society” and that *“a one
party system provides the best
answer for the problem of govern-
ment in Africa”, someone lobbed a
bomb at Dr. N. when he was in-
specting a schoolchildren’s parade
in a remote village 1n Northern
Ghana. He escaped but four people
were killed and fifty-six others in-
jured. This 1s not the first bomb
plot directed at Ghana’s almighty
President, and presumably he ac-
cepts this as one of the hazards of
his profession.

There 1s obviously nothing much
wrong with a single party system if
1t 1s open to everybody, and is con-
trolled by its members. But it is
inevitable that where the organisa-
tion of a country is concentrated in
few hands, which also control the
armed forces and the machinery of
“law and order” the single party
cannot be unanimous for it will be
divided by a clash of personal and
sectional interests. The Guardian
excuses the Nkrumah dictatorship
by pointing out that

[he] like other African |eaders,, advo-
cates a one-party State, not simply be-
cause he wishes to establish a personal
dictatorship but because he genuinely
believes that this is the most realistic
way of government in a rapidly changing
African society. This is a debatable

thesis, but it cannot be condemned out
of hand.

Ghana from the begmnmg has
adopted the methods of the capital-
ist system, and whatever else may
be “rapidly changing” in that coun-
try the fact is that today it has its
privileged and its under-pnvnleged
classes, and the ostentation of the
nouveau-riche ruling class has
shocked more than one democrat
in recent months (remember the
famous £3,000 bed for a minister’s
wife; or the new law preventing

Ministers from spending more than
£20,000 on having houses built for
themselves?). The moment econo-
mic 1njustices are recognised as
normal you create the kinds of divi-
sions in society which make the
achievement of unanimity an impos-
sible task. The single party system
in the circumstances can only be
seen as the means whereby a new
ruling class, a new aristocracy and
a new employing class can establish
their roots and consolidate their
power. If, as the High Commis-
sioner for Ghana maintains 1n a
letter to the Guardian, countries like
Ghana which need to be developed
“a complete fusion of all available
talents 1s essential within a single
party to ensure that our efforts are
not dissipated through lack of con-
certed action” then surely as we
have already said, the single party
should be open to all the people—
and 1n which case of course there
would hardly be any reason to have
a party at all. Instead the affairs of
the country could be managed at
local level and co-ordinated nation-
ally. This we shall be told by those
who know would have been impos-
sible to operate. What Ghana
needed was a strong hand at the
helm, to break down the local rival-
ries, tribal hostilities and the rest.
In other words what was needed
was a dictatorship. And that is
what they have got! We have
yet to learn of a dictatorship which
ever came round to consider that
the people were ripe to enjoy their
freedom. The question the practical
people must ask themselves, if their
concern 1s truly that of the well-
being of the Ghanaian people, is
whether dictatorship can ever pro-
vide a short-cut not only to material
well-being but to the kind of indivi-
dual freedom without which mater-
1al well-being becomes slavery? If
they can believe it can, why not seek
to hasten the advent of freedom
everywhere by advocating dictator-
ship rather than democracy here

and in every country of the world?

ANARCHY 18 is all about

man III" felt that their nitiative
should have our blessing. In a
half-page advertisement in Peace

News we are told:

This 1S your opportunity to protest
against the Soviet tests in the Soviet
Union itself. Make your campaigning

more effective by sending this boat to
Leningrad and Moscow with vour mes
sage and your moral and financial sup
port.

Well, since this writer was among
those to whom the public appeal
was addressed, we feel entitled to
express our reactions to it, publicly.
In the first place, the impression
we got was that the venture was no
more than an expensive schoolboy’s
prank on which the joint head-
masters (Michael Scott, Jayaprakash
Narayan and A.. J. Muste*) were
turning a bling eye. Our young
speaker brought the house down
when he told us that the mast of
“Everyman III” was just too high
for it to negotiate Tower Bridge, so
the P.L.A. would have to be ap-
proached to arrange for the bridge
to be opened when she sailed from
the Pool. There was also laughter

*The new joint Chairmen of the Council
of the World Peace Brigade.

when after telling us that an inter-
national group of peace activists
were already lined up for the trip,
the speaker pointed out that all they
now lacked were a navigator
engineer, radio operator, doctor or
qualified first-air man, interpreters
satlors! The 1mpression we got
was that it was all good, clean, fun'
S0 why take 1t seriously”

We take the Everyman III ven-
ture seriously because to our minds
it 1s just another of those, now all
too frequent, costly, publicity stunts
which achieve nothing, but which.
at the same time distract the efforts
of valuable militants from less pub-
licised, but more valuable, long-
term propaganda, and tend to lull
sympathisers into the role of spec-
tators, who feel that by comparison

with these spectacular, daring or
dangerous, ventures, their puny
efforts are worthless.

*

O\JE of the dangers of the “cult

of pgrmnalmu' 1s that the per-
sonalities are “‘corrupted” by their
feelings of “power” or “importance”
We are less concerned about this
very real danger than with the para-

lysing effect the pcrwnalm cult has

on too many “ordinary’ people who
are as well equipped to think for
themselves as any “personality”
For if only they realise that they are
just as able to talk commonsense as
the next man, not only will they go
on talking and influencing their cir-
cle of friends and acquaintances, but
they will at the same time provide
an antidote for those fellow beings
whose thoughts and utterances hit
the headlines! Though our pur-
pose, 1 attending the Friends’
House meeting last week, was to
nave a first-hand account of the
aims and activities of the World
Peace Brigade, this was not satis-
fied. Michael Scott talked, as if from
the pulpit, about Mosley in Trafal-
gar Square and Dalston; Narayan,
unsmiling and with a minimum of
gestures of the hands, and in a voice
modulated to perfection and per-
suasion, confessed that non-violent
theory and action had been unable
to offer any solution, so far to the
problems of Goa—solved after four-
leen years of non-violent gestures
of Indian love, conciliation and
diplomacy to Salazar, by what was,

Continued on page 3

THE VIOLENT DOCTRINES of Sir Oswald
Mosley were met by the violence of his
Left-wing opponents; this was added to
by the violence of the police. In Dud-
ley, Worcestershire, things were different
the race violence was spontaneous, un-
inspired by Sir Oswald or checked by
the Communists. At Dudley Quarter
sessions the Recorder allowed an appeal
by an 18-year-old Jamaican against a
deportation order following a convic-
tion for indecent assault. The Recorder
thought the assault was a trivia] one and
the new Act had not to be used at ran-
dom to satisfy people’s colour prejudices
but was for getting nd of Common-
wealth citizens and Irishmen who mis-
behaved consistently. The Daily Mirror
apologized for a nmusprint in which 1t
said that Neill McElligott was recom-
mended for deportation. It was a Mr.
Edward McCord, a 22-year-old Irishman
who was recommended for deportation.
“Mr. McElligott, is, of course, the Old
Street Magistrate. We wish to express
our regret to Mr. McElligott for any
embarrassment caused to him by the
mistake”. . . .

A HAITIAN COMPANY PRESIDENT and an
American television producer fought in
an airliner in a dispute over adjusting
the angle of a seat in the economy class.
A stevedore and a salesman playing golf
at Hainault attacked a managing director
and his friend in a dispute on a golf
course. They were fined £120. A
British skier staying at a country club
in Nairobi, Kenya, woke at 3.30 a.m.
and saw an African rifling a cupboard.
“l1 shot out of bed and went for him.
He bit my hand. [ forced the African
over to the door, where | saw two more
Africans. One said ‘we have knives. We
will kill you.! I told him to wait a
moment. | dashed back and got my
own knife. Then | saw the men rush-
ing off, one holding my radio and my
shirt . . . Believing he was holding a
knife, I closed with him . . . he grabbed
my knife and stabbed me in the thigh.
I punched him hard and got my knife
back. Then I must have stabbed him,
although I did not realise I was doing
s0. An Army officer arnived and said,
‘l say, old chap, can I give you a
hand?' We got the African to his feet.
Suddenly he collapsed. He was dead.”
The delightful magazine Yeah repro-
duces an authentic advertisement for the
Damascus Leather Shop in Oregon
which sells a glove loaded with powdered

street

and
Gloves are quality constructed
- durable deerskin
and may be worn full ime as standard

lead. “Ideal for tavern
brawls.

., are soft phable,

Perfected at the advice
thirty

officer’s gloves.
of a police captain with over
years' experience, this glove 1s 1n use
throughout the United States, with
several police departments considenng
making it a part of standard equipment.

Sold to low-enforcement personnel
only.” An Army Major and a Royal
Marine lieutenant were censured after

a young marine was bayonetted In a
military demonstration at the Devon
County Show. “The officers made an
error of judgment in an effort to please
the crowd at the expense of normal
safety regulations.” Messrs. Hiatt and
Company of Birmingham bhave just des-
patched 250 pairs of leg-irons to South-
ern Rhodesia. The Japanese have taken
a lot of their business since people were
so rude to Sir Roy Welensky. A healthy
home trade i1s the foundation of good
exports and the home market is mainly
through ship’s chandlers for merchant
ships. *“Leg irons are not cruel,” said
the managing director. For the ulti-
mate in restraint a chair connection the
hand-cuffs to the leg wrons is used. A
case of 500 pairs of hand-cuffs was
about to be despatched to Johannesburg,
Demand for Hiatt's “general security
requisites”—they include police batons
~—has been steady since the war.
Troubles in Palestine, Kenya, Cyprus
and the independence of African coun-
triecs have kept them busy. “Demand
for our products is briskest from Africa,
since so many countries there are now
policed for the first time and are becom-
ing more civilised. . .

PAauL CRUMP, AFTER NINE years in Cook
County gaol has been reprieved. His
sentence of death s changed to 199
vears without parole. It 1s said that
Crump has been rehabiitated and has
become a changed man. A man whe
served ten years in Broadmoor for mur-
der, committed suicide six months after
nis release. His wife, married

months did not know of his past and
“would never have marnied him if | hJJ
known.” The Coroner asked “If you

¢, 1s there any
thing?

are going to marrv someon
way of finding out this sort of
A Fulham man who served three
for mansiaughter commutted suicide after
s release. His landlady described him
as “quiet and well-behaved. Alcatraz s
o be closed, probably next year. It
costs S13 (£4 10s.) a day to keep a
prisoner in Alcatraz—far more than any
other prison; and it would cast 5 million
dollars to repair damage caused by damp
climate

Y oAl S

THE “LiBERAL News"™ has an article by
Leshie Jones who claims to have inter-
viewed two ‘anarchists’ when canvassing
who advanced the argument that they
had no faith in rulers who would be
corrupted by power. The liberals would
g0 the same way. “Yet how wrong they
were . . . the lhiberal tradition stands
directly opposed to such philosophy.
Government there must be, for since
without government licence usurps
[iberty”. Liberals are concerned with
breaking down the barmer between elec-
tors and eclected. “People count™ they
say, Proportional Representation is one
of the planks in their platform. “For-
tunately™, concludes Leslie Jones. “the
average ward will not contain above
half-a-dozen ‘anachicticals' But they
are siXx too many”. Sir Oswald Mosley
attributed his rowdy reception to “red
anarchy” and the Daily Telegraph listed
as the ‘powers of darkness’ Fascist Com-
munist and Anarchist.”.

Coutinuod on page 4
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September 9

September 9th. Committee of 100
urgently needs supporters to pledge
and leaflet every night 6.45 p.m. at
168 New Cavendish Street, W.I.
LAN 5090.
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“MY COUNTRY IS
WORLD" Garry Davis,

Donald, 25s.
IN 1948 an American ex-bomber puot

in common with many others, saw
the world heading vet again toward an-
other world war, with the difference that
he felt some responsibility for the way
things were going.

“and vet . . . I did not know what to
do about it. The only thing clear in
my mingd was that I, Garry Dawvis, was
iIn some way responsible for the march
of the nations towards World War Il
. . . there would be no Innocent bystand-
ers . and | was only standing by
during the awful preparations.”

Wendell Wilkie's famous phrase, “One
world or none”, set s feet upon the
path that was, at least for a few months,
to make Garryv Dawvis the focal point of
humanity’'s desires for peace. For a
while he worked for the United World
Federalists but he never joined. For
Garry Davis's sense of urgency they
were moving far too slowly.

“World tension was mounting rapidly
. « . the world was about to be blown
up any day. | wanted a crusade not a
mecting. I wanted total committment.

not a membership card and a lapel
button.”

The conclusion that Garrv Davis came
10 was one that Randolph Bourne had
promuigated many years previously:
“ ... the roots of war . . . seemed 10

me 0o be inherent 1In the naton-state
itself. To eliminate war. 1 concluded.
one would frst have 10 eliminate

nations.”

This posed a senies of questions, that
Dawvis for a long while was unable to
answer. “"How did one practise ‘one
world’ in a broken world? Didn’t loval-
ty to an inclusive humanity preclude
lovalty to an exclusive state?™ And so

BOOKS ?
We can supply

ANY book in print.

Also out-of-print books searched for
—and found! This includes
paper-backs, children’s books and text
books. (Please supply publisher’'s name
if possible).

NEW BOOKS
Communist China Today

S. Chandrasekhar 21/-
The Middle Passage V. S. Naipaul 25/-

REPRINTS AND CHEAP EDITIONS

Inferno August Strindberg 25/-
The General Allen Sillitoe 2/6
SECOND-HAND

Footsteps of the Past J. M. Wheeler Vol.
1 5/-; The Dance of Life Havelock Ellis
4/6; Myth and Science Tito Vignoh 3/
Contemporary Literature (1886) Hutch-
eson Macauley Posnett 3/-; Animal
Mechanism E. J. Marey 3/-; The Theory
of Sound in its Relation to Music Pro-
fessor Pietro Blaserna 3/-; More Tales
from Tolstoy (damaged) 2/6; The World
of William Clissold H. . Wells 2 vols,,
5/- set; The Traitor Class (1940) Ivor
Montague 3/-; See You in the Morning
Kenneth Patchen 3/-; Modern Christian-
ity: a Civilised Heathenism 3/6; Proud
Heaven (damaged) Ethel Mannin 2/6;
Last Train from Berlin (1943) Howard
K. Smith 3/-; The General Ludwig Opitz
5/6; The Newgate Garland 6 -; National
Self-Sufficiency P. H. Asher 2/6; Left-
Wing Communism V. 1. Lenin 2/6; State
and Revolution V. 1. Lenin 2/6; We Live
Lewis Jones 3/-; Prevention of Venereal
Disease Marnie C. Stopes 2/6; Why Were
They Proud? A Study of Empire (1938)
2/6; Socialism and Positive Science En-
rnco Fern 3/6; The Art of Life Havelock
Ellis 4/6; Dimitrov Stella D. Blagoyeva
2/6; A Short History of the Russian
Revolution R. Page Amot 2 vols. 6/- set;
Stalin Stephen Graham 2/-; Soviet Light
on the Colonies (Penguin) Leonard
Barnes 2/6; Stalin and Hitler (Penguin,
1940) Louis Fischer 2/6; Time and Tide
John Ruskin 2/6; Confessions of a Capi-
talist (damaged) Emest J. P. Benn 2/6;
Nietzche Anthony M. Ludovici 3/-
Elementary Lessons in Logic W. Stanley
Yevons 2/6; The “Romance” of Peasant
Life in the West of England Francis
George Heath (1872) 3/6; What Then
Must We Do? Leo Tolstoy 4/-; Col-
loguies on Society Robert Southey 3/-.

Freedom Bookshop

(Open 2 pm.—5.30 p.m. daily;
10 am.—1 p.m. Thursdays;
10 a.m.—5 p.m. Saturdays).

17a MAXWELL ROAD
FULHAM SW6 Tel: REN 3736
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One World or None

on. The chimax came when he rcad ol
Henry Noel's gesture in renouncing his
United States citizenship to become a
labourer working in Germany.

“Here then was the key to action and
total committment . . . Here was a bold,
dramatic, and Jogical protest against the
exclusive character of the state . . . |
would secede from the old and declare
the new'.

He found that in order to legally re-
nounce his citizenship he had to be on
foreign soil. He chose Paris and on May

25 100K the oath of renunciation. “My
first reaction was that [ felt thirsty,
otherwise nothing seemed to have hap-
pened. | was merely one passport
hehter Garry Dawvis, 1t seemed
hadnt owed his existence to the little
green folder issued by the U.S. State
Dept. after all. My humanity required
no documentation and it could not

cvaporate by crossing artificial frontiers™

Garry Dawvis does not consider him-
self an anarchist (his reaction when
Nehru suggests he 15, 1s one of the more
amusing part of his highly entertaining
book) and yet he seems to have leapt
all but the last hurdle on the route to
an anarchist philosophy.

“One of the chief objects of my ges-
ture of renunciation was to demonstrate
that the nation-state need not be over-
thrown. For, in fact, it does not exist.
Men's minds need onlv to be disabused.

[he nation-state 1s a whole-cloth myth,
perpetuated by the slavery of tradition,
unrcasonable lovalties and pieces of
paper ...

Immediately after this the French gave
him papers to prove he had no papers;
which papers he creditably threw into
the dustbin.

“Papers give status, dignity and privi-
lege to the issuing authority rather than
to the bearer—although the opposite 1S
generally assumed-—and 1 believe this is
equally true in the case of passports,
driver’s licences, honorary degrees, per-
mits to practise law, licences for mar-

riage . or even certificates of good
health. In all such cases the individual
unwittingly surrenders his rnight to
assume command, status, or direction

for himself in human terms, by acknow-
ledging and then accepting an oultside
authority’'s right to grant these things to
him .

The next few vyears are history.
Davis camped out in the grounds of the
Palais des Nations in Paris and over-
night became World Citizen No. 1. He
had a flair for the dramatic gesture, and
the sort of muind that could turn the
bumbling bureaucratic machinery on its
head and against itself. Where the
machinery of the law demanded papers,
he manufactured his own, and often had
them accepted. He told governmental
policemen that their best course was to
refuse to obey their orders. Within a

few weeks he had the support of Ein-
stein, Camus, Schweitzer, Mauriac, Jean-
Paul Sartre, and Lord Boyd Orr, amongst
many others. He broke every rule in
the diplomatic book and forced the
governments of the world to lListen.
Within a few months the crusade for
World Government had 600000 sup-
porters in France alone.

It should be remembered to Davis's
credit that he at this time successfully
resisted the temptations of power that
were 1mplicit an his  position.  With
20,000 people at the Vel d'Hiv demand-
ing his leadership he had his hirst taste
of power, and rejected it.  All through
this book runs the theme of direct
action. For all Davis's talk of World
Government the mam motif of the book
1s direct action by the individual. He
was very conscious of something that
CND has never apparently learned; the
speed at which the rebel becomes a pillar
of orthodoxy.

" . . . Peace was once more being
talked about instead of acted upon . . .
[ realized we were doing the very thing
| had argued against . . . we wrote world
constitutions and bills of rights - 0
without deeds they were empty, flat,
sterile marks on paper, with no relation-
ship to life".

One of the lighter illustrations of his
sort of direct action opens the book.
A voung man had come to Davis com-
plaining that he wanted to go to Bul-
garia but he was prevented from doing
this by a stamp on his passport reading
that the passport was restricted for travel
to Bulgaria, along with several other
nations. Davis’'s answer was to make
another stamp reading, “The above re-
striction is hereby removed”. The next
time he heard from him, the man had

m

EROS OR THANATOS

“THE ART OF LOVING™” by Erich
Fromm (Unwin paperback 4s. 6d.)

“THE RULE OF FOLLY™ by James R.

Newman (George Allen and Unwin
6s.).

‘THE Art of Loving” first appeared
in 1957 but this paper-back edition
15 welcome. Here again we find ideas
well known to anarchists already ex-
pressed in Fromm’s earlier books: “Fear
of Freedom™, “Man for Himself” and
“The Sane Society™ but his central ideas
revolve around the concept of love.

Fromm sees love as a faculty and he
speaks of the importance of loving,
giving rather than taking. He insists
that love is not easv but needs to be
learnt as an art, which consists of the
mastery of the theory of love. followed
by mastery of the practise. *“In spite
of the deep-seated craving for love”. he
sadly remarks, “almost everything else
15 considered to be more important than
love: success, prestige, money, power—
almost all our energy is used for the
learning of how to achieve these aims
and almost none to learn the art of
loving.”

A large section of the book is devoted
o the theory of love. Four basic ele-
menits are seen to be common to all
forms of love: care. responsibility, re-
spect and‘knowledgc. all being mutually
interdependeént, They are based on inner
strength and genuine productive activity.
Thgy overcome human separateness. ful-
ﬁ!lmg the need for union—especially
bquogicall_v as in the union of the mas-
culine and feminine. “This polarity.”
F-romm wriles, “is the basis of all creati-
vity.” He criticises Freud for over-
emphasising sex and seeks to translate
Freud's insights from the physiological

| t.hc biological existential
dimension.

In djscussing love between parents
and child a description of the develop-
ment from mother-centred to father-
centred attachment is formulated. and
the synthesis for these attachments is
seen to lie at the, base of menta] health
and maturity. A failure of this devel-
opment is the basic cause of neurosis.

Frorqm then moves on to describe
the pbjcc(s of love; brotherly love. he
considers, 1s “the most fundamenta] kind
of love, which underlies all types of
love.” 1t is a relatedness of centres not
surfaces, a love between equals. It is
what Wwe call solidarity, the experience
of bglpg at one. Motherly love is un-
conditional—it should instill a love for
!lfe.. Put the mother must be happier
In giving rather than in taking—the diffi-
culty of separation must be part of this
process of giving.

E.rotic. love: *“a craving for complete
fuslon” 15 exclusive not universal, but it
IS not possessive. It is a Jove of the
essence and will, it is both emotional and
rational—it is a commitment and a
decision. Self-love, as the opposite of
sclfishness, is seen as concern for one-
self. Fromm is at pains to emphasise
that he is not referring to narcissism :

“Selfish persons,” he writes, “are incap-
able of loving others, but they are not
capable of loving themselves either.”

By love of God Fromm seems to refer
to the Tao or Way of Lao-tse, and
Eastern religions. “The Love of God.”
he writes, “i1s an intense feeling of one-
ness.” We see his difference from thejs-
tic conceptions of God when he writes:
“If a person does not emerge from
incestuous attachment to mother, clan,
nation, if he retains the childish depen-
dence on a punishing and rewarding
father, or any other authority, he cannot
develop a mature love for God.”

Fromm now sees love in relation to
contemporary Western culture—he finds
pseudo-love and the disintegration of
love. He repeats his concept of alien-
ated man, the “dead” automaton of our
world. He speaks of i1dolatrous love,
senumental love, the projection of love,
the disintegration of the love of God—
it 1s our alienated culture of *‘success”

Lastly Fromm turns to requirements
for the practise of love. They are dis-
cipline, concentration, patience and
supreme concern. Also seen as vita] are
objectivity. reason and humility. Above
all there i1s rational faith, which he sees
as “‘rooted 1n productive intellectual and
emotiona] activity.” Faith though needs
courage.

Love 1s activity, constant awareness,
alertness, awakeness. It is vitality and
productiveness. Yet “the principle un-
derlying capitalistic society and the
principle of love are incompatible”.
“Those who are seriously concerned with
love as the only rational answer to the
problem of human existence must arrive
at the conclusion that important and
radical changes in our social structure
are necessary.” Society must not estrange,
alienate, separate man it must be organ-
ised so that his existence and his social
nature are one. “To analyse the nature
of love,” Fromm ends, “is to discover
its general absence today and to criticize
the social conditions which are respon-
sible for this absence.”

If vou haven't read
Loving™ please do.

» * »

“The Rule of Folly” is a disappoint-
ing book, though it is useful. It con-
sists of a series of reviews of books
related to nuclear war, and of a letter by
Mr. Newman to the Press in America.
The essay “On Thermonuclear War™ is
a reaction (hardly more) to Heérmann
Kahn's book of that name. For those
unwilling to stomach Kahn's book it
provides a short, entirely critical insight
~—but we all know by now that nuclear
war is horrible, etc., etc., and one begins
lo tire of emotional outpourings. All
Newman does s to say Kahn is evil,
which i1s obvious—but if you are to
argue with such a man it must be an
argument with some content. It strikes
me that Kahn really has something if
we do have another war—it may be ter-
ribly nasty to think about, he may be
doing it so that we tend to accept the
situation, but the fact remains that

*The Art of

people may survive a nuclear war.
Newman reviews more ‘“‘obscene luna-
cies” in a magazine entitled “Daedalus”
The only worthwhile thing here is a
short account of Erich Fromm’s declara-
tion for unilateral nuclear disarmament
by America. A section entitled “War
or Peace”™ i1s a review of four books:
“The Causes of World War 111", by C.
Wright Mills, “No More War!" by
Linius Pauling, “Inspection for Disarma-
ment”, edited by Seymour Melman and
“Peace or Atomic War”, by Schweitzer.
This 1s quite informative but the bias is
obvious. Lastly we have a series of

letters that though sometimes amusing
are little but rhetoric.

Quite frankly, one would spend one’s
money more profitably on buying Wright
Mills’s book. The price of 6/- for “The
Rule of Rolly” is a disgrace—some 60
pages. We have, by now, heard enough
about the wickedness of it all—and the
concrete suggestions by Mr. Newman
are practically worthless. However. if
you want a quick precis of recent books
on nuclear war this book is of some

value. I.W.

m

FREEDOM

just returned from Bulgaria,

“The tragedy of our time,~ writes
Davis, “is that man has Jost cnnﬁdcpcc
in his own innate capacity. He restricts
himself. And only then does he yearn
to be free”. This book 18 aboul one
man's attempts to free himself, and how
by virtue of attaining that freedom, he
was able to help countless others.

For Davis's activities focussed atten-
tion on the plight of the stateless per-
son, and a direct result of this was the
United Nations Travel Document that
gave stateless persons the right of entry
to countries where the sole obstacle to

their admittance was their Jack of
papers.

Garry Davis's Crusade for World
Government contained the same weak-

ness (I almost wrote fatal weakness) as
the anarchist movement, Neither objec-
tive was liable to be achieved until
most people were prepared to act for
themselves upon what they believed.
“The world is in your hands as well as
mine,” writes Garry Davis and the
tragedy of his movement was that his
supporters did not act on those words.
Of the thousands of people all over the
world who gave him their support he
was the only one prepared to sulfer ten
years of deportation, from country 1o
country, imprisonment, hunger, and
physical danger. Only Davis was pre-
pared to make the gesture of total com-
mittment. That i1s why the movement
failled and why the Committee of 100
will fail in its turn. *“You are a man of
principle,” said a Dutch official to
Garry Davis, “and as such you are a
danger to organised society”. If there
had been more like him, the world might
be a much safer place today.
Anarchists will sneer at Davis’s ideal
of World Government, and not without
reason. Davis himself has certainly not
thought out the implied dangers of such
a set-up. But his claim that such a
system will be safer for humanity than
the present nation state groups with the
almost certain threat of atomic obilter-
ation, 1S not one to be dismissed cas-
ually. And by his insistence on indivi-
dual sovereignty and responsibility, by
his own practice of direct action he has
done a great deal more than most arm-
chair anarchists, with their glib talk of
‘withdrawing support from the State’,
I believe that Garry Davis has. in his
campaign for World Government, shown

the direction in which the anarchist
movement must act, or die of manition.

The late Albert Camus once wrote,-

“Neither Davis, nor those who have
welcomed him, pretend to be bearers of
truth for the world. They have simply
sounded the alarm as best they could
and it 1s quite possible that this alarm
was sounded in a desert. But
laughting at it, consider at least the ugly
countenance of shame and calculation
worn by today’s realists . . . and see that
you, above all, do not throw the first
stone™. JOHN PILGRIM.

The Air-Gonditioned Mysticism

THE AIR-CONDITIONED NIGHT-
MARE, by Henry Miller, Heine-

mann, 30s.
II\ attacking the brutal and material-
istic elements of North American
society through the medium of a travel
book, Henry Miller has had many pre-
decessors during the last century and a
half. Most of them of course have been
toreign visitors, whereas Miller was born
in the United States, and spent his early
years there. However, as soon as he
could, he fled to Europe, till the war
forced him back to his homeland. The
contrast between life as he had known
it in Europe, and life as he had known
it in America, and as he found it again
on his return, was sharp and full of
bitterness for him. He cannot under-
stand those Europeans who have volun-
tarily come to the United States to make
their home there, and who like it.

This attack 1s savage, but curiously
out of focus, it seems to me. In spite
of the utle, which seems to place the
book alongside *1984”, “Brave New
World”, “The Organisation Man" and
suchlike books about modern or future
totalitarianism and managerialism, it is
in fact a vague, wandering, chatty piece
of work. There are chapters in which
the evils of American mass society are
bitterly arraigned, but a good deal of
the book is taken up with accounts of
various poets, philosophers, painters and
eccentrics who have managed to escape
from the “nightmare”.

Henry Miller’s philosophy of life is a
sort of aimable mysticism, a kind of
Taoism. “Tibet seems to be the counter-
sign for a world-wide community who
have this much in common at least—
they know that there is something more
to life than is summed up in the empiri-
cal knowledge of the high priests of

logic and science.” It is_to this com-
munity that he belongs.

I enjoyed this book, but it is not the
strong meat that the title suggests. It
isn't a “blue sky” book either, but it
sometimes comes near to being, and,
considering who the author is, this is
rather surprising. Perhaps one has
read too many books on the mass
society: When this book was first pub-
lished in 1945 in America (and in 1947
i Britain), it may well have seemed
much more devastating, but since then
we have had so many exposés.

Henry Miller goes too far in one thing
though, when, partly for the sake of
paradox I suspect, he starts to praise
the Old South, as being so much more
“cultured” than the commercial North.
Like all special pleaders for some past
age he skips over the real nub of the
question, the human degradation which
Is slavery. He would not have liked it
if he had had to live in the middle of
It, so why now does he indulge in
sophistries to defend it? The fact that
new evils have taken the place of the
old does not make the old innocuous.

And of course much of what he says
about the United States also applies to
some European countries. The antag-
onism to the artist, which he describes
as being so prevalent in his own coun-
try, don’t we know it too in England?
And as for the mass society, isn't this a
world-wide problem, a product of mod-
ern economics, technology and medicine
(which has helped to increase the world's
population by combatting the diseases
which kept it down)? This is not a
pecuharly American problem. It may
well have reached heights (or depths) in
America which it has not anywhere else
yet, but it is a problem for the whole
world to solve—if it can!

ARTHUR W. ULOTH.

before
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in effect, no more than a rattling of
[Indian] sabres — Kashmir and
China, not to mention the all-con-
suming India-Pakistan problem;
Bayard Rustin talked of the sit-ins
by the negroes of America’s South
and, in our opinon, exaggerated the
significance of the student denron-
strations in Spain; Barnaby Martin,
blue-eyed and bubbling-over with
youthful irresponsibility tried to
persuade us that Everyman l1I1 was
our baby and not his whim. Only
A. J. Muste and the German dele-
gate, it seemed to us, attempted (o
enlighten us. But we found the
meeting valuable 1n one important
respect, which was, that the V.L.P.s
had, i1n effect, very little to say!
We say this not with the intention
of underestimating the intellectual
capacities of the speakers concerned
but in order to underline the fact
that the solution to the world’s
problems 1s not dependent on an
inspired formula but on the “mass”
participation of the people; an
awareness at “street level™ as to the
steps to be taken.

We live, it Is true, in an age of
mass communications. To believe,
however that an i1dea will not make
its way If 1 is ignored by the organs
of mass communications is contrary
to the facts. The opponents of
capital punishment just as the op-
ponents of colonialism have virtually
succeded in their aims in spite of
meeting with the more or less unani-
mous opposition from the organs of
mass-communications. They have
succeeded because sectional preju-
dice has been overwhelmed by
reality—the reality of life, illumined,
pin-pointed and propagated by an
activist minority, legally or illegally,
non-violently or violently.

*
MASS

communications breeds
mass superficiality and this 1s
its weakness as well as its strength.
To be successfully bamboozled by
the politicians and the boss class,
the people must be *““flexible™—that
1s they must be in the frame of mind
to accept that white 1s black or vice
versa as “‘policy” demands. On the
other hand the power struggle at all
levels requires unswerving blind
loyalty—that 1s fanatics. They ex-
pect people to be both flexible and
fantical: in spite of the efforts of
mass communications they are
neither; they are just apathetic.

If Beaverbrook, as he admits, has
more political opponents reading his
Daily Express than supporters
wherein lies our hope in these
organs of mass communications?
Even assuming they published the
real facts about the social problems
that concern us, and even expressed
sympathy for the activities of the
militant groups, the public might
well be influenced superficially, as
it is in so many other directions, but
would still be incapable of doing
anything to change the situation. It
is significant that revolutionary
movements in our time have existed
in the inverse ratio to the strength
of mass communications. The poli-
tical stunt, however much publicity
it gets, at most will attract public
attention as a stunt, or by some sen-
sational aspect that emerges from it.
In the case of “Everyman III" ob-
viously if it were to sink en route
with all hands the news would be
flashed across the world, and for a
day or two it would have its place
in people’s minds. But if it carries
out its projected programme with-
out incidents most of the Press will
ignore it as un-newsworthy.

PROPAGANDA & EVERYMAN lii

Now, let it not be said that we
are opposed on principle or other-
wise to the organisation of political
stunts as a means of drawing the
public attention to a cause. We
have repeatedly pointed out that, n
our opinion, the inmitial sit-down
demonstrations achieved more pub-
licity in a short time than the
limited means available to the Com-
mittee of 100 could possibly have
done by other methods. But where-
as the novelty and success of the
first demonstrations was such that
neither a hostile press nor an
apathetic public could i1gnore them,
or not discuss them, or resist having
a sneaking sympathy for them, the
mass communicated public soon gets
tired; for them now the sit-downs
are a nuisance, a public expense,
etc. . . . In the circumstances this
is 1nevitable, and 1t was with this
fact in mind that in our appraisal
of the sit-down after the December
9th demonstrations, we were sug-
gesting 1n these columns that what
was needed now was an attempt to
consolidate the (minority) flood of
goodwill that had been released by
the movement of the Committee of
10Q,

We feel however, that the trend
has been towards more and more
ctunts and less and less of the solid
day-to-day propaganda, without
which 1t 1s impossible to build up a
social movement based on convic-
tion, militancy and a deep under-
standing of the problems that face
us. This needs to be emphasised
when even for some anarchists (as
reference (o our correspondence
columns in the past months will re-
veal) “doing something for the
cause’ now means taking part in
these headline-catching demonstra-
tions and stunts, and publishing and
distributing a paper of ideas week
in week out is just “talking and
doing nothing”! Our view is that
there are hundreds of different ways
of propagating ideas and that it is
a mistake to dissuade people from
doing what they can or feel able to
do by implying that only that which
1S “‘sensational”, daring, which in-
vites arrest and imprisonment, is
significant, or worthwhile.

If parents were to succeed in
communicating to their children a
deep love of freedom and a respect
for all their fellow beings; if school
teachers were to succeed in develop-
ing in the minds of their pupils an
insatiable intellectual curiosity: if
doctors not only relieved pain but
sought to liberate the minds of their
patients from the sexual and other
taboos of our society; if every fac-
tory worker sought to create a
feeling of brotherhood and solidar-
ity with the men working on either
side of him; if every intellectual
used his gifts to communicate with,
and inspire, the people rather than
prostitute them to the highest bid-
der . . . within one generation there
would be a new mood, and different
values would guide our daily lives,
in spite of the ruling social and
economic superstructure of society.
Then, “withdrawing support from
the State™ would be a reality and
not what a contributor to this issue
describes as the “glib talk™ of “arm-
chair anarchists™!

k

’I’HE. subject that occasioned our

comrade’s minor outburst, was
his reading of the memoirs of Gary
(World Citizen No. 1) Davis. Now,
without having read the book, but
from our comrade’s review of it, we
feel that the “Davis story” could

- well illustrate the main point we

3

have tried to make in this article.
Gary Davis, as our reviewer puts il
“had a flair for the dramatic ges-
ture”, by which he means that he
knew what kind of “gesture” would
make the headlines. The measure
of his success was that he filled the
Paris Vel d’Hiver with 20,000 cheer-
ing supporters “demanding his
leadership™. The extent of his
failure was, to quote our reviewer,
that “Of the thousands of people all
over the world who gave him their
support . . . only Davis was pre-
pared to make the gesture of total
commitment”. Surely 1t is self-
contradictory to seek to create a
movement 1n which one 1nsists on
“individual sovereignty and respon-
sibility” and at the same time to use
mass-communications to build up
one personality even if only as the
symbol of an idea. Unfortunate as
it may be, it i1s nevertheless a fact
that the organs of mass communica-
tions are interested in personalities
and not 1n ideas. And until this is
realised and taken into account by
our young ‘‘direct-actionists” one
will go on witnessing highly- or less-
successful actions (so far as public
notice 1s concerned) which leave
hardly any trace of ever having
taken place.

It may be argued that the efforts
of the minority radical press—of
which FREEDOM and ANARCHY are
but' two expressions—has met with
even less success. Conscious as we
are of the *‘non-success story” of our
efforts as propagandists, we refuse
to attribute it—as some of our com-
rades do—to a failure to “‘put over”
the ideas 1n a way which will be
understood by a much larger public
than we have. The failure of the
anarchist and Left movements in
general 1n our time 1s the smallness
of the numbers of individuals com-
mittted (we prefer the French term
engagé) to the propagation of these
ideas. Those of us who have been
associated with the anarchist move-
ment for quite a few years are only
too aware of the fact that the num-
ber of people we have reached. and
who have been influenced by anar-
chist 1ideas during, say, the past two
decades 1s many times greater than
the present circulation of our publi-
cations. From our chance encoun-
ters with them at meetings, and at
that sentimental journey, the Alder-
maston March, 1t 1s clear that the
idea has left its mark deep down.
whatever the change 1n personal and
domestic priorities in the ensuing
years may have been.

When anarchists and others ask
the question “why does anarchism
progress so slowly?” or even “not
at all”’, before condemning the i1deas
or the way they are presented to the
public, let us pause for one moment
to examine the means available to
us. Firstly the financial means. We
produce and distribute FREEDOM and
ANARCHY on a budget which is less
than our contemporary Peace News
pays 1n wages to its staff; or that
the organisers of “Everyman III”
expect to raise to launch their boat
on its “‘peace-making” jaunt; and
not much less than it cost the Com-
mittee of 100 to organise their Par-
liament Square sit-down. Is it sur-

prising if, most years, not being able
to balance even such a modest
budget, we are obliged to mark time
so far as circulation i1s concerned?

(From a Correspondent)

FOR a period of 12 weeks, from

August 13 to November S, there
will be a Peace Walk going daily
through the streets of New York City,
with emphasis on the central, industrial
and slum neighbourhoods. The purpose
will be to communicate intensively and
personally with the people of the city:
in Puerto Rican neighbourhoods, for
example, there will be at least one
Spanish-speaking person in each group
and it is planned that other walkers

will be provided with Spanish phrase

lists, so that no one will be entirely un-

Secondly, the active propagandists.
Apart from London, some of the
Universities, and a very few provin-
cial towns, and in spite of the fact
that we have a wide distribution of
individual readers throughout the
country, there i1s no attempt made
by comrades to distribute our litera-
ture at meetings or by other means,
such as selected newsagents, public
libraries, house to house canvassing,

etc. We, of FrReepoM PRress do
little to stimulate such activity.
Agreed. But when will our critics

be aware of the vicious circle from
which we can never escape if more
anarchists do not come forward to
take the imitiative and assume the
responsibility for that _initiative?
There 1s a Iimit to what we can do:
with the passing of the years our
group 1nevitably suffers losses, but
the tragedy is that we have been un-
able to replace them with young
people. Not because the anarchist
movement lacks capable, intelligent
propagandists, but because in com-
mon with the radical movement in
general, they are unwilling to com-
mit themselves to a task which, they
realise, 1s long-term and all-absorb-
Ing.

The success of the sit-down
movement, the numerous marathon
marches, the daring (and foolhardy)
raids on nuclear submarines to plant
the flag of disarmament, the roman-
tic plans to penetrate air-bases, and
to saill “Everyman™ to the nerve-
centres of the cold war are, to our
minds, the present generation’s short
term substitute for the long-term
commitment. If Mass Communi-
cations provided the means to by-
pass the necessary task of revolu-
tionary education we would be the
first to welcome it. But Mass Com-
munications is in the hands of the
declared enemies of the libertarian
society, and to expect the National
Press and the Nationalised Radio to
speak for Revolution is as naive as
to expect the Generals to believe in
the chances of total disarmament!'

*

WE must therefore reach the

people by our own means. If
our means are limited we must seek
to use them to the best advantage.
To our minds the £3.500 and the
15 enthusiasts who will man the
“Everyman III” would be better
used if they spent three months in
say Birmingham doing full-time
propaganda. For 15 good propa-
gandists 1in  Birmingham for 3
months will achieve something morz
solid than the symbolic calls of a
few hours duration 1n various
foreign ports where one does not
even know the language of the
people with which to communicate!
We also expressed the view in our
Inquest on the Sit-Down (FREEDOM,

December 23) that

the demonstrator who swallows his
pride and pays a fine rather than spend
a month or two In prison and then
spends the month or two he would other-
wise have spent kicking his heels in
prison making propaganda 1s, in certain
circumstances, serving his cause in the
most effective manner. We must be
ready to go to prison when we and the
comrades we esteem consider that our
gesture 1S more effective propaganda than
words. Bui at all tumes, if we are
serious, such a decision must be taken
on tactical grounds first and foremost.

We were encouraged to read in
the correspondence columns of

PEAGE WALK IN NEW YORK

able to overcome the language barrier.
The Walk will work in teams of ten or
less, carrying the ND standard, other
signs, leaflets, stickers and flyers.

The teams themselves will determine
their routes, and indivdual members are
encouraged to fall behind to talk to any
interested persons. The emphasis will
be on communication, encouraging
people to join the Walk, inviting New
Yorkers to street meetings and to factory
gate meetings. Literature will be placed

at points where people tend to wait for

long periods (clinics; laundromats; play-
grounds; queues for theatres, ferries,
public welfare offices, etc.)

Peace News a letter from a demon-
strator, Michael Shrapnell in which
he wrote:

When | came before the Chairman of
London Sessions n July 16. | would
have been imprisoned for refusing to be
bound over and refusing to pay a fine,
but my old CND group (the Hammer-
smith one) persnmaded me that | could
do more good for disarmament groups
if 1 was out of jal.

Therefore | offer my services free to
any group (or two months or so at a
time. | will work in the day and cam-
paign at week-ends and in the evenings.
Provided | get complete co-operation |
can get first-class results m this period
| reckon. I'm willing to travel any-
where, do open-air speaking and factory

gate meetings, e¢tc. But | msist on a
group. that has plenty of work for me
(o do.

If I cannot find a group that requires
my services | mtend to take part in the
next demonstration and break my bind-
ing-over order mn the name of all the

many who have suffered and will suffer
from tests and nuclear destruction.

This 1s the approach which re-
vives our optimusm. Such activities
as Pat Arrowsmith’s in Liverpool,
and the C.N.D.’s caravan touring
Britain are the less spectacular but
valuable activities of the nuclear
disarmament movement. The anar-
chists, if the means and the in-
dividuals were available, should be
doing similar things for anarchism.
We recognise the wisdom of the an-
archist opposition to permanent
officials and functionaries, but if we
are to break new ground we must
be able to provide some comrades
with the means to live for a limited
period while they are doing so.
The principle of voluntary effort
must prevail, but within that frame-
work we should be able to provide
the means to keep comrades en-
gaged 1n specific assignments. What
do our anarchist comrades think?
And if they agree, what are they
prepared to do?

THE MARCH OF PROGRESS

GENEVA, AuGuUsT 3 (UPI).
More than 65,000 persons were Killed
in trathc accidents in Europe during
1960, the United Nations Economic
Commussion for Europe reported today.

Statistics covering 17 major European
countries showed that 51,154 persons
were Killed, but the commission pointed
out that, with the addition of 12 coun-
tries which did not submit statistics, the
number of road deaths was over 65, 000.
In 1953, 37.312 persons were Kkilled in
the 17 countries.

NEW & OLD APPROACHES

Mr. Tom Mboya, the Kenya Minister
of Labour, has suggested that different
races in Kenva should intermarry.

Addressing the Kenyva Indian Con-
gress, Mr. Mbova said racial discrimina-
tion either by Africans, Asians, or
Europeans could be tolerated no longer.
It was not sufficient that the races should
meet at an occasiona] cocktail or tea
party. “We must be prepared to asso-
ciate at all levels as equals,” he said.

* * *

Police in Albany, Georgia, broke up a
demonstration by several hundred
Negroes who dehied a Federa] Court in-
junction and marched on the city hall
for a prayer meeting against racial dis-
crimination. About a hundred demon-
strators were arrested and gaoled.

It i1s hoped that daily leafletting can
be carried on in such places as Times
Square and the centre of the garment
industry (New York’s largest industry
and one that employs large numbers of
Negroes and Puerto Ricans). Simul-
tanecous Peace Walks in the other
boroughs of the city, and in other cities
here and abroad will be encouraged by
correspondence and the pooling of ideas.

The Peace Walk is sponsored by the
N.Y. Committee for the General Strike

for Peace and will lead into the week of

Pésice %:rdwelnb’er S through November
11, 1
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New Sherwood

DEAR COMRADES,

The columns of FreEpOM published a
good deal concerning the closing of
Burgess Hill——much less, it any, con-
cerning the difficulties of New Sherwood
in respect of accommodation.

New Sherwood will continue, primarily
because a sufficient number of parents
are loval to their ideals of non-authori-
tarian education for their children and
do not. at the #Mrst set-back, surrende:
to the State,

Nevertheless, an interim perntod of a
term remains whilst new accommodation
is adapted, during which a minmmum
number of pupils, if any, can be ac-
cepted, This 1s the only day schovl-ot'
its tvpe; to accepl, even temporanly,
State education, could be devastating to
a child accustomed to freedom, if not
licence; nor can children be expected to
cope casilv with transiton from small
tuition groups to State-size classes.

To cover this term, I am organsing a
private tuition group for children in the
age group 11 to 13, Through contacts,
I already have enough children to en-
sure that the cost per head will not be
more than day fees at New Sherwood;
one or two more could be included, re-
ducing the cost per head.

Enquiries so far indicate that there
will not be difficulty in finding a suitable
teacher; if, however, any readers of
FrReepoM are graduates or qualified
teachers in search of part-time employ-
ment between September and December,
I should be interestd to hear from them.
The group should consist of 4—6 child-
ren in the age group 11—13; primary
school qualifications would be adequate,
Tuition could be in the teacher's home,
if reasonably central, or in mine, which
1s casily accessible from most parts of
London and Kent or Surrey.

I would suggest that parents of child-
ren in other age groups facing the same
problems might well combine in stmilar
plans, and would be glad to put any
such into contact with others interested.

Please write to me c/o Freedom Press.

London Aug. | MRrs. M. 1. KNG

FREEDOM
PRESS

PUBLIGATIONS

SELECTIONS FROM ‘FREEDOM’
Vol 1 1951: Mankind 1s One

Vol 2 1952 Postscript to Posterity

Vol 3 1953: Colonialism on Trial

Vol 4 1954: Living on a Volcano

Vol 5 1955: The Immoral Moralists
Vol 6 1956: Oil and Troubled Waters
Vol 7 1957: Year One—Sputnik Era
Vol B8 1958: Socialism in a Wheelchair
Vol 9 1959: Prnint, Press & Public

Vol 10 1960: The Tragedy of Africa
Each volume: paper 7/6 cloth 10/6

The paper edition of the Selections is

available to readers of FREEDOM
at 5/6 post free.

DI'oS

PAUL ELTZBACHER

Anarchism (Seven Exponents of the
Anarchist Philosophy) cloth 21/-

CHARLES MARTIN
Towards a Free Soc_:iety 2{6

—— —e g

RUDOLF ROCKER
Nationalism and Culture
cloth 21/-

JOHN HEWETSON
IlI-Health, Poverty and the State
cloth 2/6 paper 1/-

YOLINE
Nineteen-Seventeen (The Russian
Revolution Betrayed) cloth 12/6
The Unknown Revolution
(Kronstadt 1921, Ukraine 1918-21)
cloth 12/6 LRy .
e e
oelry an 1Sm
cloth §/-

 ———

TONY GIBSON

Youth for Freedom 2/-

Who will do the Dirty Work? 2d.
Food Production & Population 6d.

E. A. GUTKIND
The Expanding Environment
(illustrated) boards 8/6

PETER KROPOTKIN

The State: Its Historic Role 1/-
Revolutionary Government 3d.
Organised Vengeance Called Justice 2d.
R e e e T
Marie-Louise Berneri Memorial
Committee publications:
Marie-Louise Berneri, 1918-1949:

A tribute
t’:loth 5/- 5 titocta

ourney Throu top
cloth 16/- paper 7/6
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Revolution or
Slavery

DEAR EDITORS Of "FREEDOM
and anyone else within reach.

| always look forward to reading
FREEDOM, ANARCHY, Liberation, and the
rest—including Solidarity; and 1 read
them jovfully, almost relishing every
word. And now the first volume of
selected articles from FreEepoMm 1S lull-
ing me in its deep cushion of enlighten-
ment. “We—and, of course, not we
alone—see all around us the malign 1n-
fluence which an imperfect social en-
vironment exerts on human character
.« » " (Selections from “Freedom”, Vol.
I, p. 78). It 1s all so clear. And then
of course there 1s The Bomb to shock,
by means of the threat of universal but

universally remote annihilation, all those
who have remained impervious to every-
day experience into a realisation of the

pitiable emptiness and impotence of
their traditionally established “free-
doms”, and into an assertion of that

only real freedom: to Live their own
lives and to resist, symbolically and 1In
all other wavs, all those and their in
struments who would interfere with that
hving. “Choisissez entre une revolution
et l'esclavage, il n'yv a point de milieu’,
satd an eighteenth century Frenchman,
Mably: revolution or slaveryv—there's
no other alternative,

Where then 1s the enemy?” Who 1s 1t
that needs the neurotic showmen of the
faillure of the life-nerve, the guardians
of our public welfare? The answer 1s
—oh no! not again!—ORDINARY
PEOPLE | asked him—he was a
relatively decent, honest-to-God work-
Ing man-—his opmnions concerning homo-
sexuality : were homosexual acts between
consenting adults ‘morallv wrong" or
not? No, he said, not “if they can't
help it. 1 mean sometimes nature plays
a man a dirty trick, and there's nothing
he can do about it. . . 1 remember once
seeing a film about this sort of thing—
vou know, about homosexuals and how
they get on; and I know at times I felt
really sorry for them: well, I saw how
they were blackmailed and all that, and
had a pretty miscrable time . . Mind
vou, I wouldn't have no truck with them
myself. I mean, iIf one of them came
up and approached me—vou know what
I mean—I'd have no hesitation. I'd lift
him one in the ear. . . Why? Because
he has not been taught to show natur-

ally disinclination for one course of
action—i.e. by doing something else:
the way he has been taught is the way
of authority—punishment: not defence
or even attack, but merely-—retribution
tor the code’s sake.

We all know why. But if we are mght
(I presume your agreement)—that human
beings can, and must, find more intcrgst-
ing ways of living than those to which
they resign themselves at the moment--
then everybody ought to agree with us
almost at the first word. Otherwise, we
are at least partially wrong: even 1if
human beings must find more interesting
wavs of living, perhaps they cant . . .
But if not the present generation, then
their children may-—the Russian nihilist
Tkachev proposed to suppress and elimi-
nate all Russians over the age of 25 on
the grounds that they would be incap-
able of assimilating the ideas of the new
sociely.

It is possible to put an end to the
process of deformation which 1s the
upbringing of modern man without first
suppressing some of the already det-
formed? Or, how are we to rescue all
the children starting to grow now in the
degenerate shadow of their incapable
parents? For they will stull grow,
whether they are rescued or not: “life”
has the capacity to survive the most
frightful disfigurement . . . But I be-
come fascist.

[ Kknow that the editors of FREEDOM
are always getting letters demanding to
know what 18 to be done, but—what is
to be done? How are we to escape
what Nicolas Walter calls “the sickness
of political onanism—the tendency to

PACIFIG ISLAND POINTERS What is so urgent

OR over 50 vears, since their territory
was seized by European capitalists,
the Nauruan community has been
allowed only one function—that of
serving the fluctuating demands of the
European capitalist economies. All other
activities have been discouraged. The
vast Pacific area has followed this pat-
tern.

In the case of Nauru the only role
chosen for them was: suppliers cf
phosphates for agriculture.

The British, Australian and New Zea-
land governments gained control of the
estimated 80 mullion tons of phosphates
on Nauru and Ocean Islands after
World War 1

The value of these deposits was des-
cribed by the original owners, The Ger-
man Pacific Phosphate Company as
“bevond computation”. Up to 1960 the
State capitalist British Phosphate Com-
mission had taken out of Nauru alone
a tota] of 25 mullion tons of phosphates.
In World War Il the Nauruans endured
a Japanese occupation (500 died) because
of the phosphate workings.
GOVERNMENTS ORDER EVICTIONS

Now the 3,000 Nauruans have been
told by the 3 U.N. trustee powers,
Britain, Australia and New Zealand that
their usefulness i1s at an end. They must
be evacuated as soon as possible. A
U.N. commussion has supported the
Australian Government's plan to re-settle
them on the mainland. A Nauruan
spokesman visiting Canberra in Febru-
ary told the Press: “We do not wish

to be re-setiled on the Australian main-
land because we believe that it will

result in our extinction.” Government
officials have since shewn the Nauruan
representatives some uninhabited islands
but they have told the officials that they
consider them unsuitable for settiement.
On the question of being evicted from
their 1sland home a Nauruan medical
student in Australia writes as follows
to a Sydney magazine®.

“l have taken a great interest in this
question of resettlement and the Bana-
ban people have been a lesson to me.
These, the Ocean Islanders, had a re-
settiement problem facing them in ex-
actly the same way a few years ago. So
they bought another island—Rambi—in

the Fiji group and moved there in 1948.
In 1957 and 1959 I had the opportunity

of visiting Rambi and I Jearned that for
the last 10 years the Banabans have
been the unhappiest people on earth.
There 1s nothing on Rambi but misery.

Nothing has come of promises made
to them and the result is that the Bana-
bans are lost—stranded would be a better
word—on Rambi. I saw 70 of these

people taken to a T.B. hospital in Suva
NS, . <

What Nauru needs i1s a Rehabilitation
Director, working with a team of experts
im various fields. Is there a possibility
of a cement industry on our island?

With trained personnel and with
modern science to help there should be
a future In agriculture. Little Niue
Island East of Tonga, is virtually nothing
more than a cora] outcrop with pockets
of soil, but the Niueans are very suc-
cessful agriculturists and even export
Bananas to New Zealand. . . .

*The letter quoted appeared in “Pacific
Island Monthly”, May issue, page 4.
We have quoted main points—A.A.G.

about Nauru ?

Big ships regularly take phosphate
from Nauru. Why should not the same
ships return with loads of soil from
Australia? In other words, bring back
the soil to Nauru! And what of the

fishing industry in Nauru? The idea
has been tried but it met with Ilittle

success. Yet there are fish by the mil-
lions around Nauru.

There 1s no natural harbour on Nauru
but can't something be done by reef
blasting? The reef could be blasted at
Anibare Bay to make it big and deep
enough to accommodate a fishing fleet.”
(A British Army detachment is, at the
moment, engaged on this very activity
in the nearby Gilbert and Ellice Islands.
—A.A.G.].

“And 1s finance such a huge problem?
What will it cost to purchase and pre-
pare an island for resettlement, to bring
it up to a standard which Nauruans
will accept? Surely to bring an island.
from nothing, up to a suitable standard
of civilization will cost much more than
improving the present one? There is
money put aside for re-settlement. The
answer to the Nauruan problem is surely
rehabilitation NOT re-settlement.”

The Nauruan people are rightly sus-
picious of the pressure being exerted on
them by the three governments to aban-
don their homes. An expert survey has
estimated that the phosphate supplies
will last at least another 20 years.

With other actual life and death issues
being shelved year after year, by these
same three governments in the Pacific
area, what i1s so urgent about the situation
in Nauru? Isn't it time the State capi-
talists put something back inte® Nauru?

A.A.G.
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Continued from page |
BUCKINGHAM PALACE HAS been excused
the £21,000 bounty per year it paid Lo
Westminster Council in lieu of rates.
The Federal Trade Commission has ac-
cused a Kansas City blood-bank firm of
restricting “the exchange, sale and dis-
tribution of human blood”. They had
arranged with hospitals and pathologists
to prevent the use of blood provided by
a competing firm. A Rabbi in Connec-
ticut is to appear in Court on nine
charges of slavery. It is alleged that he
kept two Mexicans and their five chil-
dren in peonage and involuntary servi-
tude on a poultry farm. A Hackney
lorry diver hanged himself after his
television set had been taken away

through his failure to keep up pay-
ments. . . . |

THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY, visiting
Moscow lost his clerical vestments.
Crockford’s Clerical Directory reports
that 143 clergy ‘disappeared’ in the last
seven years. "It is strange the way they
simply vanish without trace.” said Mr.
Bulcher, the editor. “They leave their
last position in the Church and no one
secems to hear of them again it
Actually we do know the addresses of
one or two of them. They are in
prison. But we can't very well put in
‘Wormwood Scrubbs’ can we?" .

THE oTHER GeORGE WO0ODCOCK, general
secretary of the TUC attended the mar-

OUT OF THIS WORLD

riage of his daughter Vilja to a wealthy
Mexican textile manufacturer's son.
After a honeymoon in Greece, the
couple will live in Mexico. One in
every hundred people in Nigeria is blind,
according to an Ibadan lecturer In
ophthalmology. The main cause was
trachoma but deficiencies in diet, espec-
ally in vitamin A also contributed. The
New Chelsea Barracks for the Grenad-
ler, the Coldstream and the Irish and
Welsh Guards contain luxury flats and
an indoor swimming pool. It cost over
two millions. Strood Rural District
Council agreed to provide a site for
gypsy caravans (which have been parked
at the side of A2 for a vear), near the
old sewage disposal works at Meopham.
The Council refused at a public enquiry
to give Norman Doods, M.P. permission
10 run a site at Cobham on a derelict
Army gun site since they had offered
the Meopham site, gypsies would destroy
amenities although the gun site was an
eyesore, the people of the village had
to be considered, the gypsies would be
unable to integrate, there is National
Trust property in the village and the
camp might become a scrap-iron heap,
the bursar of a girl's school said “A
Eypsy encampment 1s bound to mean
that there will be some doubtful char-
acters about. It is undesirable that they

should be given a site so close to the
8CDOOL", « 50

Pristed by Guprem Pristers, Leaden, L1

(CASSANDRA IN THE “MIRROR" thinks that
heavy, high-speed motorcycles should
be banned from manufacture since the
‘ton-uppers’ have so many accidents in
riding them at high speeds. One British
Britons were killed climbing with an
Britons were kinned climbing with an
Anglo-Russian team in the Pamirs. One
climber was killed in the Hebrides. The
Telegraph carries a letter that alleges
the Spaniards are losing interest in bull-
fighting and it is only carried on for the

benefit of the tourists contributing 156
mullion pesetas. . . .

A LETTER TO THE Telegraph laid squarely
the blame for the rise in crime to ‘re-
formers’ and ‘abolitionists’. *“The aboli-
tionist vogue,” he writes “has grown
into a world-wide epidemic, although its
protagonists have failed to advance any
conclusive arguments. After the death
penality, long-term imprisonment, has
also become the target of ‘enlightened
attacks’ as ‘soul-destroying’. Under such
circumstances the enemies of society
have been led to believe that they are
not really responsible for their greeds,
hates and other vicious urges. More-
over, they have been assured of having
friends in high places who don't want
them to be punished but at the worst
‘hospitalized’. If some of the crime-
encouraging ‘penal reformers’ could ever
be charged as ‘accessories before the
fact’ the crime wave would soon abate *

JON QUIXOTE.

FREEDOM

believe In one's
How are we.

anarchists?

possible, to be right and to do right?
Yours sincerely,
MARTIN SMALL.
Hatheld, Herts, July 19.

LONDON FEDERATION

OF ANARCGHISTS
CENTRAL MEETINGS

meetings to be held at
The Two Brewers,

40 Monmouth Street, WC2
(Leicester Square Tube)
Sundays at 7.30 p.m.

AUG 12 Keith Smith
In Search of Utopia

AUG 19 S/ .
Subject to be Announced

Hyde Park Meetings

Sundays at 4 p.m. onwards
(Anarchist time) (Weather permitting)

OFF-CENTRE
DISCUSSION MEETINGS

Ist Thursday of each month at 8 p.m. at

Jack and Mary Stevenson's, 6 Stainton
_Road, Enfield, Middx.

Ist Wednesday of each month at 8 p.m.
Street,

at Colin Ward’s,
Fulham, S.W.6.

2nd Wednesday of each month at 8 p.m.
at Morris Bradley’s, 15 Pyrland Road,
Newington Green, N.S.

3rd Wednesday of each month at 8 p.m.
at Donald Rooum’s, 148a Fellows Road,
Swiss Cottage, N.W.3.

Tom Barnes’, Albion Cottage, Fortis
Green, N.2. (3rd door past Tudor Hotel).
Last Wednesday of each month at 8 p.m.

3rd Tuesday at Brian and Doris Leslie’s 242

Amesbury Aveaue, S.W.2 (Streatham Hill Nr.
Station),

33 Ellerby
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FREEDOM is published 40 times
a year, on every Saturday except
the last in each month.
ANARCHY (1/8 or 25 cents post free),

a 32-page journal of anarchist ideas,
is published 12 times a year on the
1st of each month.

Postal Subscription Rates to FREEDOM
and ANARCHY

I2 months 32/- (U.S. & Canada $5.00)
& months 16/- 12.50
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Air Mail Subscription Rates to

own propaganda,”?
readers and writers of
FrREEDOM and ANARCHY, who meet to-
gether cvery week and every month to
establish the world’s imperviousness to
our criticisms, going to live in that world
with all those other people who should
be, but for some strange reason are not,
Is there still time, brother?
Is it still enough, even assuming 1t 1s
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