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message: ‘We teach al) hearts to break*— 
and other photos on loan from Shelter.

but this criticism is the sort of approach 
which is utterly destructive of the possi­
bility of social change and characteristic 
of the hardened pessimist. To those who 
take anarchism seriously the whole point 
is its achievement.

press—OZ is currently indicted with cor­
rupting morals.

Rudi Dutschke, whatever his ultimate 
fate, has provided us with a penetrating 
insight into the workings of the security

not waited for communism to attain 
power in Britain—he has made his peace 
with the present establishment.
Our Prime Minister

'One of the attractions of politics is 
to enable one’s opponent to do some 
of the dirty work and then to be able

to alleviate the horrible evils that result 
from the system of private property. . . . 
We are often told that the poor are 
grateful for charity. The best among the 
poor are never grateful. They arc un­
grateful, discontented, disobedient and 
rebellious. They arc quite right to be so. 
Charity they feel to be a ridiculously in­
adequate mode of partial restitution, or

ANARCHIST TOPICS—2 
Freedom in Education

Part of the vicious circle in which 
humanity is trapped by authority is that
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pathos—the pictures, the music, the de­
pressed world-wean- voices of the poor, 
the soft-voiced commentary, the slow 
stilled camera-work, the gentle artistic 
dissolves and fadeout-fadcins. the sweet ly- 
sad overlapping complaints of the poor. 

'Hard Times' quoted several inteniews 
( vox pops') from the classic documentary 
of 1933. ‘Housing Problems'. What these 
extracts demonstrated vividh was not just

Otherwise, a smart professional individual and collective 
product But all this technique merged Twice, the film showed the scrawled wall 
with the content to convey INERTIA 
and PATHOS. It was saturated with

from residence at Keele University for 
i con-

* 
to suggest that Mayhew discovered Vic­
torian poverty. The poor had long dis­
covered themselves. . . .’ The same 
applies to 'Hard Times’—Dickens’ ver­
sion and Thames TV’s pallid echo of it. 
Again, the commentator said weakly: 
‘The poor if their case were heard might 
argue dillcrcntly.’ The fact is that the 
best among the poor are making their 
case heard. They aren't just sitting in 
their misery or conniving with corrupt 
TV producers, they’re taking action on 
their own behalf.

Not all TV programmes on the poor 
arc as misty-eyed as ‘Hard Times'. A 
recent This Week’ (which is very incon­
sistent however) did a really good job on 
Islington. The people in it spelled tho 
lively message loud and clear: Don't just 
sit on your arses, DO something. There 
must be no more sympathy for the 
apathetic, no more pathos, no more 
charity sermons. Where the Claimants’ 
Union has shown the way. apathy is 
stupidity. Apathy is cowardice. We want 
to sec programmes showing poor people 
getting their rights by fighting for them: 
programmes intended to stimulate other 
poor people to do likewise. Anything 
else is useless. JULIUS.

Meetings at Freedom: Every Wednesday 
at 8 p.m. For details see ‘This World’ 
column.

Dr. Robert H. V. Ollendorff, MA. MD, 
LRCP, etc., will speak on the differ­
ences between the treatment of 
addicts in Britain and USA. at con­
ference this Sunday. January 10, 
1971, at 2.30 p.m., at 6 Endsleigh 
Street, London, W.C.l. Questions— 
Discussion. Admission Free. Organ­
ised by Drug Dependants’ Care 
Group.

the children of the well-to-do can attend 
because of the fee-system necessary for 
survival of the school. It is, however, 
the inner workings of the place that will 
concern the pragmatic observer. That 
students should be encouraged to self- 
expression and autonomy from the 
earliest age. that they should play a vital 
part in the running of school (the aim 
of current ‘student power' movements) 
represent a break from traditional educa­
tion that must be of great interest to 
anyone desirous of that change in the 
vicious circle which is absolutely essen­
tial to the creation of a free society. This 
may be condemned by the utopian rcvo-

Richard Neville, editor of OZ. was 
refused bail when he appeared at West 
London Magistrates' Court on a charge 
of possessing cannabis. Pressure from 
the National Council for Civil Liberties 
and an appeal to a judge in chambers 
secured his eventual release. The magis­
trate's refusal was clearly based on the
police persecution of the underground deavour is purely bourgeois, that only Socialist Medical Association. A Day 

Seminar on the ‘Social Causes and 
Consequences of Addiction’ — to 
Drugs—to Alcohol—to Smoking—to 
Gambling on Sunday, March 28. 
1971, at the NUFTO Hall, 14 Jockey 
Fields, London. W.C.l (off Theobalds 
Road), Holbom. Two sessions: 
morning 10 a.m. to 12.45 p.m.; after­
noon 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Fees: 5/- per 
session. 10/- per day, per person. 
Send to 54 Finchley Court, London. 
N3 INH. 

History Workshops. Saturday and Sun­
day, February 13 and 14. 1971. Send 
for full details to: Ruskin College. 
Oxford.

The Anarchists. 1/-.. P.O. Box A 389. 
Sydney South. NSW 2000. Australia. 

Leaflet available (or distribution on 
January 12, Day of Demonstration 
against the Labour Relations Bill. 
From Freedom Bookshop. 

The Ad Hoc Basis of Revolutionary 
Organisation. The notorious article 
by Terry' Phillips (originally pub­
lished in Freedom) is soon to be re­
published as a duplicated leaflet. 
Available free from: Corby Anarchist 
Press, 70 Blenheim Walk, Corby, 
Northants.

Young Man (degree) desperately seeks 
some form of employment. Ring 
229 6713 (evenings only). 

Exeter Group. Anyone interested in get­
ting a group together contact: Nigel 
Outten, Westeria House, Cullompton 
Hill, Bradninch, Exeter. If possible, 
please write first.

George Foulscr, now squatting as No. 
090123, HM Prison, Jebb Avenue, 
Brixton, S.W.2. Letters, books wel­
come.

Durham Anarchists—new group being 
formed. Contact Mike Mogie, 8 
Mavin Street.

Proposed Group: Kingston - on - Thames 
and surrounding area. Write to 
Roger Willis, 69 Woodlands Avenue. 
New Malden, Surrey.

Comrades in Plymouth wishing to form 
group or just meet other anarchists. 
Contact: John Northey, 16 Adelaide 
Street, Stonehouse, Plymouth. 

Freedom Weekly? Eight pages every 
week? If all readers could get one 
extra subscription—it could be done. 
You may prefer to sell by the week. 
Wc can let you have copies on sale 
or return.

have always exported power to the rest 
of the country, and not only did they 
continue doing so during the week's 
troubles, but even produced more power 
than usual. But because elsewhere over­
time was necessary, the South West had 
to export even more than usual so that its 
area shared in the country’s power cuts. 
That it had to do so was a decision by 
management and was not brought about 
by any action or inaction by power­
workers in the South Western Area: 
hence, no doubt, the legal remedy that 

that we think are worth solving.’ The some consumers in the South Western 
Blind leading the Blind. Area « seeking may well be found to

have good legal backing.
Civil Liberties That is not all: propaganda to the

Simon Glynn has had his exclusion public was shamefully one-sided, and in­
born residence at Keele University for deed well handled by the Government

He then surrendered his party being naked with others (a protest) con- and by the management (BBC sound. 
_ _ 1 firmed by the High Court. under Jack de Manio in the morning and

DOM 
every Thursday from 4 p.m. onward*. 
Tea served.

Please help. Union of American Exiles 
in Britain: c/o WRI, 3 Caledonian 
Road, London, N.I.

Annrcbists in Enfield area please contact 
Leroy Evans 01-360 4324.
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Revolt of the Slaves
The yielding of voluntary obedience 

to the authorities is probably the prin­
cipal continuing cause of their survival. 
When this condition of servitude is 
seriously questioned by the masses the 
existing order may be seriously chal­
lenged. The American Army recently did 
a survey of its troops in Europe where a 
high percentage of the men are Negroes. 
The official report expressed great
cem at the ’acute frustration . . . volatile 
anger’ encountered. The troops told the 
investigators that their true place was 
back home ‘where they could fight to 
liberate and free their black sisters and 
brothers from the dirty, stinking, teeming 
gbettocs, and from all forms of racial 
bigotry and oppression’.
Exit one militant

Terry Devey was a leading Communist 
for fifteen years. For six years he had 
worked for Batchelor's Foods—owned by 
Unilever—where he had an established 
reputation as a militant and ‘trouble­
maker'. In October 1970 a seven-week 
strike brought all production to a cease 
and was caused by the management dis­
missing him. Finally the strike was 
settled but Devey was not reinstated. 
Instead he was given £3.000 by the com­
pany. 7
card—thia bit of pragmatism was too

Seminar on Anarchism
HILE MEETINGS continue every 

Wednesday at 8 p.m. in Freedom 
Press Hall the first planned event in the 
New Year is for January 20. This 
seminar arises directly out of the desire 
of 20 visiting American students (Deni­
son University. Ohio) to acquaint them­
selves both with anarchist thought and 
individuals. All are welcome, particularly 
those with contributions to make. In the 
latter connection we hope, on the same 
night to draw up a list of events and 
speakers for the forthcoming year. If 
you have a subject on which you could 
give a paper please advise then or by 
mail.
A Pawn in tbeir Game

The food riots in Poland attended by 
brutal government repression and accusa­
tions that ‘anti-social’ elements were at 
the root of the trouble will surprise no 
observer of authoritarianism. 

Students of Marxism in power—the • 
realisation of the ‘dictatorship of the 
proletariat'—could well scrutinise the re­
actions in Russia and China. The latter 
refers to the ‘revolutionary storm of the 
Polish people' against ‘revisionist’ rulers. 
Peking newspapers wholeheartedly sup­
ported the Poles, denouncing Soviet 
‘colonial rule in east Europe'. The 
Russians responded by denouncing the 
Chinese for a ‘most unpardonable' intru­
sion in the internal affairs of another 
‘socialist’ country, and went on to say 
that this Chinese opportunism was 
blatantly making capital of the existence 
of ‘forces hostile to the socialist order'.

The very existence of such hostile 
forces — as previously evidenced in 
Czechoslovakia and Hungary—within a 
long-established authoritarian regime is 
for all freedom-lovers a hopeful sign for 
the future even if we arc limited now 
to merely expressing solidarity with these 
‘anti-social’ elements.

Whose hearts was the message aimed to
touch? Who but our tcnder-conscicnccd
middle-classes. It's the same old story: 

Appeal to middle-class conscience:
compassion: charity.

Working-class poverty and apathy:
poverty and apathy alleviated by charity.

Oscar Wilde tore apart this charade
in The Soul of Man Under Socialism:
‘Charity degrades and demoralises. It is

that housing problems have not changed immoral to use private property in order 
since the 'thirties. They revealed that the 
methods and attitudes of documentary 
film makers haven't changed much cither. 
The TV audience has had a bellyful of 
poverty, unemployment, vulnerability, ill­
ness. depression, pathos and apathy. The 
dozen or so people interviewed in the
film have had their fill of it too. But
unlike most of us. most of them arc stuck
in the mire. Only one person in this film
spoke out of turn: ‘Wc don't want pity'.
With those words, he gave the lie to the
whole spirit of ‘Hard Times'. This film
induced pity, it begged for pity. It showed 
degraded and demoralised people. Any
poor people who saw it could only be
further degraded and demoralised by it.
It rotted the soul. So who was the pro­
gramme really for? Just like ‘Panorama' 
of August 18. this was not for poor
people themselves to use to better their tude be condoned? No, it should not.

It should be attacked. Not by director
or commentator—that would be to abuse Thompson writes of Mayhew’s huge 
the role of the media. Better for the film 1884 reportage. London Labour and the 
to show her in discussion with a poor London Poor: ‘It would be ludicrous

she does
are millions like her. But should her atti-

ARDLY A WEEK goes by without 
BBC or 1TV churning out yet another 

documentary on poverty. There was the 
‘Panorama’ of August 18. criticised in 
Freedom two months ago. On November 
3. Thames TV's Report'. Hard Times’. 
Its producer. Ian Martin, did a docu­
mentary Report' in April 1969 on the 
poor of St. Anne’s, Nottingham. Some 
people make a living out of turning 
poverty into a spectacle. And some 
people never learn. I'm not talking about 
the poor. I'm talking about the TV pro­
ducer. This film marked no development 
whatever from his film a year ago. Will 
he remake the same film in a year’s time? 

There are too many woolly pseudo- 
progressives around who honestly and 
stupidly believe that any and cx’ery pro­
gramme on poverty is a Good Thing. 
I wonder how many of them belong to 
the Free Communications Group?

Such films are imprisoned by stylistic 
preoccupations and middle-class docu­
mentary conventions. As technically fine 
as a glossary-gloss article in the Sunday 
Obxnous. photos by Lord Snowdon. I'm 
all for technical expertise, it's my business 
as an assistant film editor. From that 
myopic viewpoint, the only criticism I 
could think of was that the film had a 
bit of cigarette ash spilt on it now and 
then

much even for the CP. 
When one examines the record of the 

Communist Party, however, this sort of 
opportunism docs not seem out of 
•haracter. It is exactly men like Devey 
who have flourished in the Soviet Union 
—not to speak of the satellite states 
where even more obsequious carrion 
dominate in the establishment Even in
Britain communist officials are not
marked by a trust of the people—in my 
experience they have a large measure of
contempt for ordinary workers but claim 
that given power they can bring about a
change in their economic lot. Devey has police in Britain. Despite the fact that

Dutschke, whatever he could have done.
was never any threat to the establishment
here, he was followed night and day and
all his phone calls were tapped. Now.
before an appeal tribunal, all the trap­
pings of so-called British justice are
abandoned with official evidence being
given in secret without any opportunity

to come along and take advantage of of examination or rebuttal by the defence.
If ordinary guarantees of a free trial arc
withdrawn in such a minor matter it lutionary as piecemeal social engineering
augurs ill when more crucial cases are
brought to trial. <

person like herself, but one who thinks 
her attitude is self-defeating. It repre­
sents deep-rooted conservative convic­
tions of reverence-deference, strengthened 
by the fact that the poor think of little 
else but how to get by from one day to 
the next. It was symptomatic of this film 
that the unique moment and possibility 
of escape from the grind of everyday 
subsistence shown to the people in the 
film and to the viewer, was the loan of a 
social worker's holiday cottage to a 
family—an act of tme charity!

The commentator said: ‘Hardly anyone 
makes sure the poor get the benefits they 
are entitled to.’ This begs the big ques­
tion: What about the Social Security, why 
aren't they doing their job? Why doesn’t 
a film like this include an interview with 
a liberal S-S officer? Ask him'her why

a sentimental dole, usually accompanied they don't/can’t make sure the poor get 
by some impertinent attempt on the part their rights. Ask him why there are 

squatters, why there are Claimants' 
Unions. But first, the eyes of the produc­
tion team that made ‘Hard Times’ have 
to be forced open! It had not a mention 
of the squatters. Not a whisper about the 

n't Claimants’ Union. This film introduced 
claim Supplementary Benefits ‘because nothing that could possibly result in poor 

n’t like to’. Yes, we know there people coming together to fight their 
misery and desperation. It behaved al­
most as if it was on a mission of dis­
covery’ or rediscovery of. the poor. E. P.

what they have done.’—At the National 
Press Club, Washington, D.C.
Influencing government

In the last issue of Frei
that Dr. Donald Schon’s series of lectures 
on BBC should be of considerable in­
terest to anaictiists because of his analysis 
of the deficiencies in authoritarian struc­
tures and his postulation of alternative 
societies now present in our society. In 
the sixth and final lecture Dr. Schon 
makes two further important points that 
should be of vital interest to anarchists. 

Firstly, he points out that once a govern­
ment is in power it frequently failed to 
adjust to changes in society and in that 
respect at least there was no difference 
between one government and another. 
In its propaganda efforts the government's 
message was always represented as 'true' 
—irrespective of what the facts were. Dr. 
Schon compared this type of activity to 
commercial firms who were bent on sell­
ing their products—and using dishonest 
advertising gimmickry to achieve success 
—despite a lack of demand for them. 
The behaviour pattern which politicians 
inevitably develop must, objectively, be 
seen as ‘dehumanising and repressive. 
And you will be doing it in the name of 
preservation of the means of operation 
of the system'.

Secondly, there is the question of how 
to influence government. Given, as sug­
gested above, that government is quite 
blind in Issuing its orders and propaganda 
and expects only dumb compliance and 
acceptance the answer to the question is 
dearly the CREATION OF A CRISIS. 
If this makes for a crazy sort of society 
it is, given the authoritarian structure, 
inevitable. Dr. Schon concludes: ‘Our 
organisational map is endemically and 
perpetually mis-matched to the problems 

we think are worth solving.' The

obedience is taught from the earliest age. 
Thus God, parents, police, employers, 
the government all comprise the sacred 
cows to whom servility is due. To those 
who would change the system one funda­
mental problem is the provision of a 
system of education freed from the 
ancient myths and degradation. It is for 
this reason that practical anarchists have 
taken interest in experiments in a freer 
form of education.

One of the eminent pioneers in this 
field is A. S. Neill, founder of Summer­
hill. It has been objected that the en-

Dcar Friends.
Justin surprisingly does less than jus­

tice (ha-ha!) to his theme about the 
electricity workers: may I add a few 
facts?

By no means do all power stations in 
the country need overtime to keep them 
going: a sufficient number do so as to 
make an overtime ban—which is broadly 
what the work-to-rulc amounted to—hurt. 
In fact, those in the South Western Area 
have always worked to rule, and they

of the sentimentalist to tyrannise over 
their private lives.' Is there a better com­
ment on a typical ‘committed’ TV docu­
mentary' film maker at work?

‘Hard Times’ reported a woman who 
has £8 or so Social Security, but does

under that extraordinarily silly old man 
Douglas Stewart at ten in the evening 
was an absolute disgrace by any stan­
dards—except by those of what it set out 
to do which was to put over a one-sided 
view to the public). An instance of this 
can he best cited with reference to 
hospitals.

There was never any need at all for 
any hospital to be cut off: all circuits 
with hospitals are well known and well 
indicated. Such circuits are normally 
the last to be affected if there is any 
power cut: I know. I’ve lived on one. and 
many others have done so too. Not one 
of these circuits need have been affected: 
that they were was a deliberate decision 
of management. Nor may I add were 
hospitals the only ones: a circuit con­
taining mines would not be touched 
cither, as some of the comrades in Corn­
wall arc very well aware, because they, 
unlike hospitals this time, were not 
cut off.

Justin is dead right when he says the 
ETU failed massively in its propaganda 
effort. Let the lesson be learned by other 
unions in the struggles to come: it is
more important to buy space even in the Urgent. Help fold and dispatch Free. 
capitalist press to put over the truth—
and pray let it be the truth and not waffle

than, in the end, to pay out strike 
money.
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CRACKS IN THE FACADE
There is no doubt whatsoever but 

that the ‘confessions’ on which the 
prosecution won its case were gained
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by the knowledge that they really would 
like to perform the role that the Bill 
will allocate to the Courts. Discipline 
of the rank and file members and the 
sack for the militants is the aim of 
both the TUC and the Government.

Some trade union leaders have criti­
cised the TUC for its ‘feather duster’ 
approach. But while wc 
at this pun by Mr. Dan MacGarvey, 
wc must remember that this same gentle­
man sat with Lord Cameron and the 
secretary of an employers’ organisation 
and condemned the action of building 
workers who were on strike in London. 
In fact some of the recommendations 
made by these men. such as inspection 
of union rules, are incorporated in the 
Tories' Bill
support by Mr. MacGarvey 
as of the Labour Party's ‘constructive 
alternative’ that they are now’ proposing 
to work out with the TUC for when 
they return to power.

The Tories, the Labour Party and 
the TUC see the perpetuation of the 
present system as being of prime im­
portance. Our struggle for higher wages 
and better working conditions has not

other occasions’ 
million Jews in

GAIN IN RECENT WEEKS, the 
workers in Eastern Europe have 

structure has not changed and a minority openly expressed their opposition to the 
tyranny and economic exploitation of the 
Communist Partv dictators. The result 
has been the uprising in Poland and the 
iron-fisted reaction of the Polish dictators 
which has resulted in the slaughter of 

Only workers hundreds of workers, including women 
and children.

Like any capitalist government in the 
West, the Polish Government has tried 
to solve its economic problems by lower­
ing the living standards of the workers. 
The riots in the Baltic ports were appar- 

We should work towards ently sparked off by increases in food 
prices, but there is little doubt that the 
opposition has gone beyond economic 
demands and the authority of the Com­
munist Party has been challenged. There 
have been numerous strikes and demon­

death sentences (and three of the
accused were sentenced to death on
two counts!) to a mere thirty years’
imprisonment apiece. Thus the de­
mocratic West can breathe again. No
embarrassing decision has to be
made about Fascist Spain's place
among the democracies. NATO, the
Common Market . .
Hispania. all is forgiven.
MINORITY POLITICS

Meanwhile, back in the USSR.
may laugh similar political shenanigans were

being woven around the fate of
two Jews found guilty and con­
demned to death for hi-jacking a
plane which they had not even
boarded when they were not even
armed. But the Court was convinced
of their intention to hi-jack a plane.
since, among other things, other Jews the rights of life and death of the

One should be wary of had done so on other occasions’ Spanish and Russian Governments, 
as well There are three million Jews in Continued on page 2

DEFY THE LAW
As anarchists, we have a healthy dis­

respect for the law. The same attitude was 
to be found amongst those who combined 
together to form the first unions. The 
history of the movement has shown that 
workers are not bound by laws and 
they will find the strength to defy the 
law once again.

Opposition to the Bill is growing
New Year's Day car workers in the 
Midlands staged a stoppage and demon­
strated in the streets of Birmingham. 
The TUC’s call for lunch-time meetings 
on January 12 will certainly end with 
stoppages, while, in London, they will 
end with workers marching to the /Albert 
Hall for the evening ‘demonstration’ 
organised by the TUC. Some will make 
a day of it.
VERBAL OPPOSITION

The TUC has only shown verbal 
opposition to the Tories' Bill. They have 
no stomach for a fight with the Govern­
ment, for their opposition is tempered
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pLAY ANY GOOD word games 
over Christmas? If you’re still 

in the mood and fancy a little 
alliteration, try and turn on with 
‘Madrid . . . Moscow . . . Magna­
nimity . . That should blow your 
mind.

You could go on with ‘. . . murder 
. . . minorities . . . machinations . . . 
ministers . . . military tribunals . . . 
torture . . . totalitarianism

The Spanish Fascists and the 
Russian Communists have played a 
great old Christmas game with the 
lives of a handful of their own 
minorities: Basques in Spain and 
Jews in Russia. Both have demon­
strated their power over their people; 
both have demonstrated that they 
are really good guys dealing with 
very difficult situations in as humane 
and just a way as possible; both 
have demonstrated that they are 
prepared to listen to the voice of 
the world appealing for clemency 
and Christian forgiveness of their 
enemies; both have demonstrated to 
the world the weird interpretation 
of legal procedure that is possible 
under totalitarian regimes; both 
have demonstrated the utter cyni­
cism and hypocrisy with which the 
State uses human lives as pawns in 
its games.

The military tribunal in Burgos, 
at which six Basque nationalists 
were found guilty of offences against 
the State, was a travesty of justice, 
although no doubt quite proper in 
accord with Spanish law.

have only conceded demands in order 
to preserve their position.

The Tories now feel that this is an 
opportune moment for legislation. Indeed 
the very nature of continual production 
processes demand such a Bill in order 
to prevent the costly unofficial strike. 
The trade unions are far from being 
organisations which could effect a radical 
change in society. However, their regis­
tration, with a Registrar inspecting and 
probably requiring unions to alter or 
adjust their rules, will deny the con­
tinuance of any independence that still 
exists.

The Bill provides for
Industrial Relations Court which will 
have High Court powers and be able 
to impose legally binding decisions. 
Little justice can be expected from such 
courts which will reflect the interests of 
the employers and not those of the 
workers.

. come back, Spanish and Russian authorities— 
came this gem:

The Vatican newspaper. L'Osservalore 
Romano, said last night that the acts of 
clemency by the Spanish and Soviet 
authorities in the last hours of 1970 
had illuminated the start of the New 
Year with a human light. ‘At least for 
one day a common hope of clemency 
has triumphed.'

—Guardian, 1.1.71. 
THE REAL QUESTIONS

Nobody questions

A NARCHISTS HAVE a natural 
healthy scepticism when it comes to 

believing what politicians have to say. 
In common with all who wield power 
and authority, the latter have a habit 
of using doublethink. Their success de­
pends on saying one thing and meaning 
another—usually the exact opposite. If 
they revealed their true intentions they 
would never succeed in carrying them 
out.

Mr. Carr. Secretary of State for Em­
ployment, aptly illustrated the double­
think technique when he recently moved 
the second reading of the Government's 
Industrial Relations Bill. He said: ‘The 
years ahead will show that this Bill 
will increase the strength of the trade 
unions, the size of the trade unions and 
their degree of freedom and independence 
from State control and State interference.’ 

What Mr. Carr does not mention 
the contradiction here of introducing 
the law or 'State interference’ to bring 
about ‘independence’. An independent 
trade union movement cannot be legis­
lated for and it will certainly not be 
obtained from the Tories. But the Bill 
could ‘increase the strength of the trade 
unions', not as more effective organisa­
tions of struggle against the employers, 
but as disciplinarians against militant 
members. The whole tone of the Bill 
is aimed in this direction—to isolate, to 
split, to divide and rule.

The Tories, like the previous Govern­
ment, want to rule and govern. They 
sec that the strength of the trade union 
movement lies not at Congress House 
nor with its union executives, but with 
tho workers organised at their places of 
work. The Bill is designed to curb 
that strength. When has a Government 
legislated for freedom? When have the 
Tories ever given freedom to the working 
class? The freedoms won in the past 
were fought for and not just given. 
They had to be taken from the State 
and the employers who have jealously 
guarded their rule and privilege and
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fair game for a totalitarian regime 
to play divide and rule with.

In the event Mr. Kosygin was able 
to show himself as magnanimous as 
General Franco—and just about as 
much imbued with the Christian 
Spirit. Having had a usual Moscow- 
tvpe trial, and found the defendants 
guilty as arranged, with the right two 
sentenced to death, although no

who own the wealth and control the 
means of production still wield power 
over our lives. We are governed poli­
tically and economically and neither the 
TUC nor the political parties will try to 
change that basic fact
as individuals can change this by joining 
together to make a revolutionary al­
ternative to the present system.

The opposition to the Bill could grow 
and radicalise to form demands that the 
system could not meet. This is the only 
alternative
the abolition of a system of the governed 
and the governors and rid ourselves of 
leaders who think that they know what 
is best for us.

strations. and slogans with the message 
Down with the red bourgeoisie’ have 

appeared on walls in the capital. The 
nature of the demonstrations was made 
clear by the report of a Swedish news­
paper reporter: What happened in 
Gdansk was a revolution—and a success­
ful one. The local Communist Party 
leadership hung a white flag from a 
window of the top floor and left the 
building with their hands up. The build­
ing was set on fire and Party officials 
were seized by about 3,000 shipyard 
workers who had marched in from the 
harbour.'

The uprising has resulted in the re­
placement of Gomulka by Gicrek but 
one realizes that everything changes to 
stay the same when one remembers that 
Gomulka came to power on a similar
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by torture; equally no doubt but 
that the whole trial was put on as a 
showpiece in the face of growing and 
ever more open opposition to the 
Franco regime up and down the 
peninsula. As Franco shakes his 
way to his grave—only too slowly— 
the jockeying for positions of power 
in the succession have brought into 
the open criticisms and differences 
of opinion among the supporters of 
the regime: the Falange, the Army, 
the Royalists, the Church, the Bour­
geoisie, which seriously undermine 
the prospects for a smooth transition 
from Franco’s dictatorship to . . . 
welf what?

From the old dictator's point of 
view all this may be more serious 
than the rumblings from below; 
from the known and traditional 
opposition of the Left, existing 
underground for thirty years. He 
has known how to deal with that. 
The prisons, the firing squads, the 
garrotte.

But when the vultures of the Right 
begin to squabble among themselves 
for the pickings to be got from the 
old man's carcase — this is most

Russia, and an estimated half­
million of them at least would like 
to get out and go either to Israel or 
to the West. This clearly cannot be 
allowed any more than the Basques 
can have their independence—or 
the Nagas or the Welsh or the 
Ukrainians or the Biafrans could, 
for that matter.

Not only would a mass exodus be 
a great propaganda defeat for the 
Communists, but any strengthening 
of Israel would not be in line with 
the pro-Arab policy of the Soviet 
Union in the Middle East.

The Communists for political 
reasons are anti-Zionist and it is of 
course very easy for this to spill over 
into anti-semitism in practice, al­
though it would be false to say that 
this is what it is in terms of official 

—except that any minority is

disturbing. Like all psychopaths. 
Franco has his perverted justifica­
tions for his fearful crimes and they 
include the establishment of a United 
Spanish Nation, secure and ever­
lasting in its cruel Catholic morality, 
stern paternalism and firm belief in 
its own bigoted rightness in bashing 
the brains out of any thought­
criminals who dare talk about free­
dom or rights of association or any 
subversive stuff like that.

Something therefore had to be 
done to rally support for the regime 
—to close the ranks of the righteous. 
The Burgos trial was perfect for this 
purpose.

After all. a police chief was shot; 
Basque separatists have resorted to 
terrorist actions—and what govern­
ment, of the right, left or centre, 
could put up with that? (Incidentally 
the attitudes struck by our own 
bourgeoisie have been amusing. 
With cries for loranordcr on the in­
crease—what would have been the 
reaction if. say, a group of Welsh 
Nationalists machine - gunned an 
English police commissioner in Car­
diff? Wouldn't there have been
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howls for the return of flogging, the
rope. 99-year sentences, thumb­
screws—God knows what? After
all, if Cambridge students get four 
years Borstal just for breaking 
windows . . . !)
NO EMBARRASSMENT

So Franco has been able to use 
this incident for his own political 
purposes very nicely thank you.
Almost exactly like Mao Tse Tung 
organising the Red Guard in the 
‘cultural revolution’ with massive 
demonstrations of support on the 
streets—so Franco pulled out his 
own Rentacrowd to give him the 
‘massive support’ which enabled him 
to be magnanimous after the death
sentences had been laid on the six
Basques.

So he has been able to prove his
own power and the support enjoyed 
by his own faction in the Right; he 
has subdued the Left by the torture 
and ruthless cynicism with which the 
trial was handled by the military 
(during the trial, incidentally, the six 
accused were for a time sitting hand­
cuffed and with earplugs in their
ears! To stop them talking in the
Basque language!) And. above all.
he has saved the regime from inter- plane had been hi-jacked and no one 
national odium by commuting the had been shot, the big generous 

gesture was then possible—commu­
tation of the death sentence to a 
mere 15 years in Siberia! Such are 
the standards of behaviour of all the 
other governments of the world that 
a great sigh of relief went up. From 
the Vatican—whence the Pope had 
issued pleas for clemency to both
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