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This Week in IrelandIS

WE HAVE A NEW expression, 
called ‘Doing a Compton'.
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or of not liking Unionism. Our hospitals 
here have many patients who definitely
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your little Scannic throws his ball into 
next door s garden, and then dashes in
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HE COMPTON REPORT into the 
allegations of brutality by the troops 

stationed in Northern Ireland is surely 
not intended to be taken very seriously 
by anybody. It is an exercise of a purely 
mechanical nature, indulged in for the 
look of the thing. The report reproduces 
a note from the government on the 
rules governing so-called ‘interrogation’. 
These rules which date back to 1965 
(not as one might have expected 1665 or 
1465, but in our own century!), allow 
the use of hoods over the heads of 
detainees, continuous noise, standing 
against a wall for prolonged periods and 
a bread and water diet. These are 
methods of torture of a simple kind, and
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goes on preaching about how anyone 
who practises birth control is acting 
against God and will go to Hell. Unfor­
tunately he does frighten the working 
class women into having the 16 children 
they cannot house or feed, which ends 
with the mothers in the mental hospital. 

Outside it is snowing and I cannot see 
one glimmer of hope anywhere. Freedom 
is dead. England and Ireland have be­
come copies of Nazi Germany only worse 
because of the hypocrisy.

Perhaps some of your other writers 
can see the light at the end of the tunnel. 
At the moment I cannot. H.

if you like. When you arc having elec­
trodes applied to your genitalia, being
starved, submitted to a buzzing noise
for hours on end. not allowed to sleep, 
kept in an impossible position against
a wall and kicked if you collapse, made that rich man’s club, the EEC, with the 
to run barefoot over broken glass, etc.,
etc., ad nauseam, it docs not matter to
you whether it is called ‘ill-treatment’
or ‘torture’. It feels as awful and breaks
you as much. 

How dare Lord Carrington say ‘after
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Road, South Norwood, S.E.25 (near 
Norwood Junction Station and 68 
and 12 buses).

Politics of Psychology Conference, 
November 26-27, London School of 
Economics. Of interest to Mental 
Nurses and ‘Patients’, School Kids 
and Teachers, Student Psychologists, 
Social Workers and everyone in 
industry. Articles, ideas and help 
and SAE to ‘Politics of Psychology’, 
c/o Three Mills (Psychology), Abbey 
Lane, London, E.15.

Leaflets: The Tolpuddlc Martyrs, Six 
Men of Dorset. 15p a 100, plus 
postage, from Freedom Press. Old 
Leaflet but still relevant.

allegations. The limitations wc have 
experienced is that the absence of 
the complainants as witnesses has 
left us with an unbalanced body of 
evidence.’ Nevertheless our char­
tered accountant proceeds to balance 
the books despite any debit side for 
the Army and the police and accepts 
the far-fetched explanations given 
by official witnesses. On one point 
occurs the amazing statement on 
Lavatory facilities, 'Wc draw atten­
tion to the evidence that these faci­
lities were not denied and that Mr. 
McClean wetted his overalls, his 
mattress and his cell by his own 
choice.’

The Compton Committee passes 
over in alarming unconcern the in­
cidence of noise, hooding and of 
forced leaning up against the wall, 
considering them as ‘ill-treatment’ 
but not ‘brutality’. Humpty Dumpty 
in Alice in Wonderland said. ‘Words

whether this revolution is successful. It 
is spreading. Everyone who contributes 
consciously to the ‘underground’ is one 
of the now revolutionaries. The previous 
generations saw the revolution in poli­
tical terms, the violent overthrow of the 
government by revolutionary parties 
leading the working class to freedom, 
and wc all know what happened. The 
revolutionary parlies of the world are no 
nearer establishing free societies than 
they were l(X) years ago. But the under­
ground wherever it exists has succeeded 
in establishing free sub societies which 
do not bow to conformity, believe in 
mutual aid. spurn material success. They 
spread and with them the revolution. 
Whether they will eventually submerge 
straight society beneath the weight of 
their numbers remains to be seen. Mean­
while, in the words of Jell Nuttall from 
Bomb Culture: ‘Let’s not wait for those 
cripples in the administration to hand 
out money or land, and let’s not wait for 
them to grant us the future that they owe

They won’t. They can’t. Let’s start
thinking in terms of permanence now 
and build our own damn future.’

Compton Report to state there was 
no brutality, only ill-treatment. 
There was psychical brutality as 
proved by the evidence. Physical 
brutality and torture may conceiv­
ably be less harmful to the in­
dividual than ‘brainwashing’. The 
body may resist physical torture— 
even to the point of death. There 
are individuals (I am not one) who 
would resist all physical torture. 
But the insidious invasion of the 
mind by such highly-refined and 
scientific methods is far more damn­
ing. One is thereby confused and 
induced to betray. The knowledge 
that one has betrayed one’s friends 
by such methods will leave deeper 
scars than any Compton Committee 
or a succeeding committee on pro­
cedure for investigating suspects can 
probe—or heal.

Greece or South Africa, speaking out. 
‘Apart from the moral issue of whether 

methods involving ill-treatment and bru­
tality can ever be justified, there is the 
political issue of whether their use, even 
if morally justified, may not be counter­
productive. The Observer shares Mr. 
Callaghan’s view that on the moral issue 
we cannot yield upon the matter of 

physical ill-treatment as a means of 
Continued on pafe 2

ment on school milk, including those in 
Scotland who are facing prosecution, St. 
Mary' Cray, a small local authority, has 
already pledged that it will not support 
the ‘fair rents’ swindle. This is a step 
in the right direction, but the main 
struggle will have to come from the 
tenants themselves. This point was made 
at the recent meeting of the Association 
of London Housing Estates at Conway- 
Hall in London. They have realised that 
this Bill can not be defeated in Parlia­
ment. but by organising in their tenants’ 
associations.

The Bill is a vicious attack on working­
class families and their living standards. 
In three to four years' time it will be 
bringing in an additional £500m. a year 
from the working class and this, no 
doubt, will be paid away in further sub­
sidies to owner-occupiers, tax induce­
ments for investors and further tax relief 
for the rich. Council housing will make 
huge profits for the benefit of the 
financiers and moneylenders from whom 
the local authorities borrow money at 
such high rates of interest. It is interest­
ing to note that one of the sources of 
loans to some local authorities is the 
Greater London Council.

The Labour Party has said it will 
‘unhesitatingly’ repeal the central provi­
sions for the extensions of ‘fair rents', 
but in the meantime the tenants them­
selves will have to fight the increases. 
Relying on politicians, both at local and 
national level, is a futile waste of time. 
Constitutional methods will not stop the 
Tories. Direct action, in the form of 
refusal to pay increases, is the only way.

Contact Column is 
for making contact! 
Lise is free, but 
donations towards 
typesetting costs 
are welcome

mean what I want them to mean— 
no more and no less.’ Compton’s 
language is that of Humpty Dumpty. 

As to the incident with the heli­
copter. the Committee accepts the 
incredible explanation given by the 
Army and the RUC that it was a 
blind to baffle the IRA who were 
crouched ready for a jail-break. 
That a further psychological torture­
trick was being used of threatening 
to throw suspects out of an appar­
ently moving helicopter.

In fact the whole of the proce­
dures adopted were psychological 
brutality. There was no evidence 
given (or accepted) of physical 
brutality. (If one wants evidence of 
this the ILP has done an excellent 
pamphlet, Belfast. August 1971: a 
case to he answered. 30p.)

The procedures against detainees 
were simple brainwashing as prac­
tised in Russia and China. Physical *

a “

inflicted competition. Those who refuse 
to compete may be branded as ‘weak’, 
or ‘lacking in gumption or initiative’, 
but in reality they display the courage 
and strength of character of all true

I'Anarchisme. CIRA membership 
use of lending library tn 

Lausanne and biannual bulletin 
(annual subscription £1). First CIRA 
publication in English: Michael 
Bakunin's ‘The Paris Commune and 
the Idea of the State’ (15p post free, 
£1 for 10 copies). British representa­
tive: Nicolas Walter. 134 Northum­
berland Road, North Harrow. 
Middlesex. HA2 7RG (telephone: 
01-866 9777).

Will K. McFaul again contact Freedom 
—if he ever sees this.

Bangla Dcsh — Operation Omega. On 
October 11 two members of Oper­
ation Omega, the non-violent action 
mission, were sentenced to two 
years' imprisonment for taking re­
lief supplies to the people inside 
Bangla Desh. Eleven Omega wor­
kers have been arrested since August. 
Four other missions have been 
carried out in areas threatened by 
starvation, but not controlled by the 
Pakistan army. Food, medicines and 
clothing were successfully distributed 
to people from a hundred villages 
and hamlets. We need more volun­
teers and money to carry- on. Oper­
ation Omega. 3 Caledonian Road, 
London. N.I. Phone 01-837 3860 or 
01-837 9794.

Wols: ‘Aphorisms and Pictures' of a 
profound natural anarchist. Copies 
45p. post free (one-third discount on 
5). ARC, 11 Byron Road. Gilling­
ham, Kent.

Help! Stoke Newington 6 Fund. Com­
rades now on remand in Brixton and 
Holloway need financial aid urgently 
for meals, fruit, papers, books 
(which must be new) and cigarettes. 
Please send donations to the Stoke 
NewiLjjton 6 Fund, c/o Compendium 
Books, 240 Camden High Street, 
London, N.W.l, a.s.a.p.

‘And this may just be heaven’ (poems 
and collage) by jeff cloves. 32 pp. 
Litho prints, card covers. 20p in­
cluding postage from 5 Manor Road, 
St. Albans, Herts.

Eco-Action Group being formed in S.W. 
London. Contact R. Alexander, Flat 
7, 202 Worple Road, London, SW20 
8PN.
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business and employment which lies be­
yond full-time education. The capitalist 
system is based on, and revolves around, 
the concept of competition. (How often 
have wc heard the cliche ‘the fiercely 
competitive world of big business’?) The 
aim is to make profits; the trouble is 
that as long as profit is being made, 
someone is losing out in material terms 
—and this is traceable to the worst otr 
in social and economic terms. All profit, 
or loss, as it can equally well be called.

DY THE TIME that you read this 
there will probably have been an 

election in Czechoslovakia and wc do 
not need a crystal ball to predict the 
outcome. In Czechoslovakia there is not 
even the choice of dictators which we 
have in the democracies' of the West. 
Each constituency has only one candidate 
whose every word is perfectly in accord 
with the Communist Party line.

Despite this the bureaucrats have not 
dared until now to call the election due 
in 1969 because of the 'uncertain' poli­
tical climate. Considering the growth 
of working-class opposition to the dic­
tates of the CP in Eastern Europe— 
particularly the food riots in Poland— 
this is not surprising! Gustav Husak, the 
CP leader, obviously wishes to use the 
election result to symbolize his absolute 
victory over the Dubcek line. To make 
sure, a reported 160.000 CP functionaries 
have been operating throughout the 
country visiting houses and ‘inviting 
citizens to vote for Socialism, for our 
even better future'.

However, all the purges, imprisonments 
and political murders have not been able 
to extinguish entirely the flame of free­
dom. The desire of men and women to 
control their own lives and live free from 
the dictates of the State lives on. Under­
ground groups in Czechoslovakia are 
reported to have circulated leaflets calling 
for a boycott of the elections or the 
spoiling of ballot papers. This may not 
seem much of a gesture to us. but in the 
context of Czechoslovakia it is a 
courageous and revolutionary act.

East and West the struggle is the 
same: against the State whether it calls 
itself ‘democratic' or ‘socialist’, and for 
control of our own lives and environment. 

Terry Phillips.

why shouldn't one call a thing by its 
proper name? The very expression ‘in­
terrogation’ is a euphemism. Torture is 
what it is, no more, no less.

The committee certainly knows about 
torture. Its victim is the English language 
itself. ‘Where we have concluded that 
physical ill-treatment took place, we are 
not making a finding of brutality. We 
consider that brutality is an inhuman 
or savage form of cruelty, and that 
cruelty implies a disposition to inflict 
suffering, coupled with indifference to, 
or pleasure in, the victim’s pain 
do not think that happened here.’ 

‘Ill-treatment’ and ‘brutality’ of course 
mean the same thing, but ‘brutality’

unions, and the transport executives 
to ‘meet the public’ to explain away 
another betrayal and in the end it will be 
no more valid than pissing in the ocean, 
for the plans for route closures, garage 
closings and fare increases are signed 
and sealed.

I his battle has been fought in Sweden 
and one small victory has been won. We 
are Londoners and this is our city. We 
can have and operate whatever social 
services wc desire for it is only by our 
labour that it can succeed or fail. Just 
as certain honourable councils defied the 
central government and continued to give 
milk to small children so too we must 
force the politicians to make a stand on 
your right, by your labour, to a free and 
worthwhile public transport system that 
will carry every man, woman and child 
who so desires, for we arc the people 
and this is our city so let us place our 
seal on it.

sometimes in more sedate ways, but, 
nevertheless, shaping events and situ­
ations that are very real and becoming 
more widespread, gradually culminating 
in that strange netherworld known collec­
tively as the 'underground'. 

The most essential fact to grasp about 
this movement and those within it. 
whether phoneys or of serious intent, is 
that they arc products of a society which 

just has shaped their philosophies and ideas 
into a sub-world which has no real pre­
vious parallel. They have grown up in a
world which is in very real danger of whole reality of the sub-culture 
disintegrating around their very ears 
cither through nuclear war. pollution, 
the unbalancing of nature, or mass star­
vation. none of which threats they have 
any control over whatsoever. The whole attitudes the sub-culture takes the better, 
situation reveals all so-called respectable Once it begins to take itself seriously it 
and proper society to be ridiculous. The becomes pretentious and is in danger of 
whole point to the material way of life becoming nothing more than a mere rc- 
of the past is now completely irrelevant, placement to straight culture and society 
It might all be wiped out at the snap of 
some politician's fingers or in the slime 
of ICI's detergent waste. Why bother to 
support such a system that is, on the 

It is as if the 
governments of the world have a collec­
tive death wish. 

The 'underground', by creating its 
own culture, becomes at one stroke sub­
versive. vet free in the total sense of

with the same attitudes and distinctions. 
The very sanity of the ‘underground’ is 
rooted in the ridiculous and the extremes 
of its attitudes. Those seriously working 
within it are forming their own world. 
But their world is not based on hypo­
crisy, the double-think, profit-making, 
materialism, coercion. It is concerned 
with the ‘now’, there might be no to­
morrow. This is an accepted fact on the 
part of the ‘underground’. Unlike 
straight society they no longer try to 
delude themselves that the values of the 
past still matter and thus refuse to act 
out a meaningless charade of what passes 
for normal living.

There is much similarity between the 
present day ‘underground’ and the 
original Dadaists, with one important 
difference, today's generation is trying 
to live out the philosophies and bring 
about a real alternative society that can 
be seen to work. It remains to be seen

Dear Comrades.
As all readers of Freedom know only 

too well, society brings to bear a great 
number of pressures on the individual. 
Society clamps a straitjacket of con­
formity on every child that’s born, so 
that, in the words of R. D. Laing in his 
book The Politics of Experience, ‘What 

normal” man is a product of
repression, denial, splitting, projection, 
introjection and other forms of destruc­
tive action on experience.’

Perhaps one of the most odious of 
these forces working through society is 
the pressure to compete. Modem society 
is based on the philosophy that man 
must be motivated by competition with 
his fellows, that one man must prove 
himself better than the next. In this

household s highest income as the basis 
even though this may be the son who 
has managed to obtain a better paid job 
than his father. In some cases rent re­
bates could be cancelled out if a family 
increases its earnings and so any increase 
in the weekly wage could automatically 
be cancelled out by the loss of the rebate.

It has been proved that many poor 
families who arc entitled to State benefits 
do not claim them through pride, ignor­
ance or the inability to find out to what 
exactly they arc entitled. The means test 
will further increase this section of the 
population. Tenants who face this de­
grading prying by local town hall bureau­
crats will have to do so every six months 
in order to assess any change in 
circumstances.

The scheme will bring about a huge 
increase in paperwork and the number 
of civil servants to deal with it. This 
and all the other overall bcnelits that the 
Tories are now supplying to the needy 
are increasing the size of our bureau­
cratic state. Each free school meal, free 
bottle of milk, exemption from the 
Health Service charges has to have its 
applicable document, all taking time, 
energy and manpower. We are fast

Southern Anarchist Groups Conference,
Reading. December 11 & 12. Main
topic for agenda: Community Action 
Further suggestions and details con­
tact Reading Group. 9 London Road. 
Reading. Berks. 

Any Spare Furniture? Falls Road family
squatting in Burrell House. London.
E.. now have electric stove and some 
bedding but still need items of furni­
ture. Please write George Foulser.
c/o Freedom Press.

Black and Red Outlook No. 4. Paper of 
Anarchist Syndicalist Alliance 5p
plus postage. Subscription: £1 per
10 issues. In bulk 10 at 40p a time. 
Orders and monies to T. Anthony.
29 Eskrigge Street, Salford.

International Human Rights Dav, Dec.
10, 11 & 12. World-Wide Protest
over Russian Political Prisoners. 
Soviet Embassy. Notting Hill. Hunger 
Strike. 24-hour Picket starting noon 
Friday 10, and Rally. Information 
phone Miss Pinhas, day 01-254 1626,
evening 01-254 8071.

Walnut Cottage. Moorland, Bridgwater. 
Somerset, houses young people 
attempting withdrawal from drug
dependence and with other prob­
lems. High expenditure and low
income may cause closure unless 
funds arc forthcoming. Cash dona­
tions. trading stamps and/or cigarette Proposed Group: Celia & Laurens Otter,

13 Albert Road. Wellington Telford, 
Salop.

Proposed Group—Exeter Area. John and
Jill Driver, 21 Dukes Orchard. Brad-
ninch, Exeter, EX5 4RA.

Anyone interested in forming a Cam­
bridge Anarchist Group contact John
Jenkins. 75 York Street, Cambridge

Croydon Group meets first Tuesday of 
each month, 7.30 p.m. December 7.
Speaker: Keith Nathan at Jacquetta
Benjamin s. Top Flat, 4 Warminster difficult to study whatever suits the in-

qpONS OF INK and a few tears 
have been shed about the Comp­

ton Report. The prize for crass 
smugness must go to The Economist 
whose first sentence of its leading 
article reads, ‘Only a liberal and 
civilized country like Britain would 
encourage the kind of inquiry con­
ducted by Sir Edmund Compton'. 
We might echo ‘no liberal and 
civilized country would need to have 
such an inquiry’. Or had such 
camps, such detainees, or such con­
ditions of interrogation. But fear 
not. Sir Edmund Compton did his 
duty as an English chartered 
accountant would; he kept to the 
letter of his inquiry; interviewed one 
ex-detainee (who, it is stated, was 
a member of the Ulster Defence 
Regiment) and found the verdict in 
general. ‘Complainants may have 
suffered hardship but we made no 
findings of deliberate ill-treatment 
or brutality' which Compton defined 
as ‘inhuman or savage form of 
cruelty—coupled with indifference to 
or pleasure in victim's pain'.

Such was the success of the 
Compton Committee that Mr. 
Maudling decided to set up another 
committee of three, this time to in­
vestigate procedures authorized for 
investigation of suspects. Thus we 
proliferate the democratic sem­
blances even in our most totalitarian 
moments. Among the vices of the 
English is the forming of com­
mittees, this is an effective block on 
the necessity for doing anything.

The Compton Report has the 
knack of reporting damning truths 
and proceeds to make lies of them. 
For example: ‘The refusal of com­
plainants to appear before us and 
give us their evidence has limited to 
some extent our ability to reach con­
clusions about the validity of their
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in it.
Already, little comrade, you stand by 

the hour in the cold grey winter rains 
waiting for a bus on a service that has 
been slashed to a minimum. Already 
bus crews stand around garages because 
there are, literally, no buses for them to 
take out on the road. Once more there 
is talk (talk?) of transport fares being 
increased 100% in the coming year and 
on December 6, 1971 at Caxton Hall all 
the top brass of the Tory Party, the 
unions, and the transport executives are

Tu quoque 
was always the poorest of defences. 

Wilson is over here but nothing will 
come of it. England is determined to 
back Stormont to the bitter end. and it 
will be a very bitter end indeed. Jack

merely were guilty of being Catholics Lynch still does nothing but burble, and 
his wife says how marvellous it is that 
a Derry girl has married a British

HAVE been tortured. Call it ill-treatment soldier, ‘A step in the right direction’. 
I doubt it.
Here there arc 10.000 more redun­

dancies. Strikes all day and every day. 
The latest threatened one is gas. All 
our Government care a damn about is

Continued from page 5 
these very same type of men have will­
ingly. for there were no resignations, 
destroyed a public service that was built 
up over the years. It is a fundamental 
tenet of socialism that from each man 
according to his ability to each man 
according to his need should form the 
basis of a just society and to achieve 
that wc must make every sector of public 
service a battle to be fought and 
for a just society, a free society.

A good society will not arrive in full 
flower some Thursday afternoon in some 
mythical future but bit by bit within 
our lifetime. We are now on the defen­
sive as we see the hard-won fruits of 
dead men’s labour eaten away by Tory 
politicians and social democratic poli­
ticians fearful to cry halt. Wc are a 
small island and I will state that in the 
foreseeable future air travel will no 
longer be used to serve the travelling 
needs of our close community. With a 
national underground system forming a 
network under the whole of our island, 
with trains already in use that can reach 
speeds of over 150 miles and more in 
perfect safety and comfort, that
of free transport AND free access is a 
major battle to be fought for now, or 
like the Concorde plane we will be a 
working class producing a new era of 
public transport yet too poor to travel

all the soldiers were dealing with 
if murderers'. Many of those tortured 

proved so innocent that even Faulkner 
had to release them. It is the worst 

and plunges through the tulips smashing slander to call them murderers. I hope
them all, you say, ‘He is such a good he can be sued for his vile words
thoughtful lad. He had to collect his Then all that sanctimonious praise of 
ball. It wasn't his fault you lost £50 you the Army. I vomit. The latest is now 
were expecting from selling them. He that the pro-Unionists are saying that 
was completely innocent of any wrong- the IRA have a master torturer who tor- 
doing.’ tures people who disagree with the IRA.

Wc arc absolutely sick to the heart Funny he was never heard of before the 
at the hypocrisy of England over their Army torture storm broke, 
torturing of INNOCENT men. Lord 
Carrington may call them ‘murderers' 
but they have never been charged with 
anything let alone tried, and many did
not even belong to the Civil Rights but

becoming a nation of form-fillers and 
form-filers. An awareness of this saved 
us from a scheme to relate prescription 
charges to actual costs for Sir Keith 
Joseph admitted that it was administra­
tively impossible.
THREE-PRONGED ATI ACK

The Government wants to bring the 
capitalist market-place into the realms 
of council housing and to stamp out, 
once and for all. any principle of hous­
ing as a social right for market values 
will be the yardstick. As was the case 
with the Immigration Bill and the Indus­
trial Relations Bill, the ‘Fair Rents’ Bill 
is a piece of class legislation and should 
be seen, together with these other two 
Bills as a three-pronged attack on the 
working class. With annually rising 
rents, workers will be demanding higher 
wages and the Industrial Relations Bill 
is there to blunt any industrial attack to 
win such awards. It will bring about a 
further centralisation of power, taking it 
away from the local authorities, with 
accountability at borough level, and 
placing it in Whitehall.

With a similar attitude to that of the 
boroughs who arc defying the Govern-

HTHE GOVERNMENT has gained the 
A second reading of its Housing Finance 
Bill in the House of Commons by a 
majority of 27 votes. Even with the 
debating of amendments, this Bill will 
be on the Statute Book in April next 
year at the latest.

The central part of the Bill concerns 
what the Government calls ‘fair rents’, 
but in fact these will mean higher rents 
for council, trust and private tenants. 
Rents will be assessed on size, quality, 
location, state of repair and incomes. 
Increases averaging 50p per week to 
reach a ‘fair rent level’ will be made 
each year, commencing next year in the 
public sector and 1973 in the private. 
The maximum will be 75p per week for 
each year for any one dwelling.

Tenants, in effect, arc going to be sub­
jected to yearly rent increases of an in­
flationary nature while the Government 
attacks demands for such increases from 
other quarters. These assessments will 
be made every three years so that tenants 
will be continually scrutinised as to the 
value of the dwellings and the rent they 
can afford.

torture has limitations, as ‘Mad 
Mitch' testifies (and he should 
know!) and even Constantine Fitz- 
Gibbon (in the Spectator) deplores 
the physical torture even on grounds 
of usefulness.

The essence of brainwashing is to 
isolate the victim, which was done 
by blotting out sight and sound. He 
is made to feel physically uncom­
fortable by leaning with his arms 
against the wall, deprived of sleep 
and toilet facilities and his food is 
cut to the minimum. In such a state 
he is isolated and humiliated and 
ready to accept any suggestion and 
ultimately by clever questioning to 
answer any questions. (See Darkness 
at Noon, etcetera.)

The conditioning of prisoners (or 
detainees) in this manner is on the 
lines suggested by Pavlov, the Soviet 
physiologist.

It is manifestly insufficient for the J

sounds worse because it calls up to the 
mind’s eye the picture of a hulking 
apeman beating a defenceless victim with 
a club, whereas ‘ill-treatment’ is a neutral 
expression.

One would expect that in a civilised 
community of today torture would be 
unthinkable. If it was practised it would 
be by psychopathic individuals existing 
orr the margin of society. If the govern­
ment openly advocated the use of torture 
one would expect civilised and humane 
men, whatever their beliefs in other 
respects, to rally round and condemn the 
government in no uncertain voice.

Well, here is the voice of The Observer, 
which never fails to condemn torture in

coupons (any brands) will be wel­
comed by Drug Dependence Care 
Group at above address.

P. D. Roberts. Ghost writer required for 
libertarian assessment of anarchist 
possibilities in the Falklands. Con­
tact: 112A Clifton Road. El 6 4PS. 

Conference of Northern Ireland anarchist 
groups in Manchester, December 4/5. 
Any groups and individuals wishing 
to attend please contact Bob Lees. 
6 Coniston Avenue. Wemeth, Old­
ham. Lancs.

Happy Birthday Jesus! Happy Deathday 
Turkey! Do you practice animal 
sacrifice? Would Christ have wrung 
the neck of a turkey? Give vege­
tarianism a try. ‘Vegan Recipe Diet 
Sheets’, compiled by Tina Morris, 
free for S.A.E.; ‘Flcshmeal Means 
Murder’ stickers with Vegan Action 
symbol. 25p per 100; ‘Lord of Car­
nage’. Human crimes against other 
animals. Illustrated. 25p and 2]p 
postage; Vegan Action and Global 
Tapestry'. BB Bks.. 1 Spring Bank, 
Salesbury. Blackburn. Lancs., BBL 
9EL. Telephone: Blackbum 49128. 

Centre International de Recherche* sur

pickings they will get while our people 
lose their small family farms and have 
to emigrate to work for a pittance at the 
dirtiest and lowest-paid jobs in Belgium 
and Germany.

Meanwhile our awful

ME ANS TEST
The Government proposes to transfer 

subsidies from ‘bricks and mortar' to 
■people'. To do this the Tories arc to 
bring back the hated means test, used in 
the 1930’s. This degrading and un­
dignified practice will be used to assess 
the amount of rent rebate a family will 
receive on its ‘fair rent’. In the case of 
the private tenant, a cash subsidy will 
be paid to him by the local authority. 
The amounts of rebates or direct sub­
sidies will be arrived at on a national 
basis and local authority officials will 
assess on these guidelines, taking the

EVOLUTION. The word has been
much thrown about over the last 

fixe years, so much so, that it's probably 
become the most overworked word in 
the English vocabulary, not to say worn
out. Why it’s even been used as a pop 
song title. Ever since the heyday’s of the
October 1967 Grosvenor Square demon­
strations and the glorious May Days ol
1968 in Paris, it seemed to many of us
that, at last, the revolution was 
around the comer. But alas, it was not
to be. The tide went out and the forces 
of reaction swept once more in. Never 
has the revolution seemed so far away 
as it docs now. Yet conditions would 
appear to be ripe for such an event.
Unemployment nearing the million mark, 
the UCS work-in. factory' take-over at 
Plesseys. complete breakdown of law 
and order in Ulster, yet the mass of the 
British people arc no nearer serious 
thought of revolution than at any time 
in their history . From the political point 
of view, all very true, in spite of those 
on the Left who still delude themselves 
in the back rooms of pubs.

In actual fact the revolution began whole, self-destructive? 
some time ago and is still continuing.
Certain elements of the community, the 
vast majority of the post-war generation, 
began to live their own lives, sometimes 
with blatant displays of exhibitionism.

is transferred to the next person down 
the economic scale; and the ones who 
lose in the end are those who are worst 
off to begin with. And in this country, 
especially under a Conservative govern­
ment, these worst off, the losers in the 
economic contest, receive little help in­
deed. They are branded as ‘lame ducks' 
and told to ‘stand on their own two 
feet’.

Yet every man wants to succeed. And 
how. you may say, is it possible to 
succeed in life without entering into 
competition with those who arc aiming 
for the same ‘successful' end? The 
problem is that the basic aim is wrong; 
success is narrowly defined as material 
wealth and high social standing. The 
successful man is rather the man who is

country, the education system (especially happy, who finds security in himself in 
the public school system) encourages spite of. and regardless of, other people, 
competition in every aspect of life; and The successful man is the one who sees 
even at university level, it is extremely through the thin fibre of the socially- 

dividual. at that individual's own pace— 
the system is geared to competition with 
other undergraduates for a certain class 

This is part of the ‘educa- 
preparation for the world of dissenters.

So come on. Comrades! Resist all 
attempts on the part of society to force 
you into competitive situations. Save 
your competitive instincts for the playing 
fields, where they belong, live for an 
absolute success in terms of yourself 
rather than a relative one in comparison 
to your neighbours. And bring the day 
nearer when anarchist society will ob­
viate the need for life to be a contest 
against those who are equal to yourself. 

Ian A. Mayfield.

the word. It is beholden to no one but 
itself. The culture spreads through small 
mags, pop groups, free theatre groups, 
art labs, communes until eventually it is 
forming a society within a society, but 
a society that bears no relationship to 
the society which surrounds it. Its most 
central structure and connecting sphere 
is based on what would once have been 
called art. but is now a way of life. Art 
has become art only in that 'I say it is 
art', not some college professor, critic 
or academic theorist. This is perhaps the 

Art is 
in everything, everything is art and every­
one is an artist. The sub-culture has no 
similarity, nor wishes to. with straight 
culture. Indeed, the more ridiculous the

0
O.
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