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THE CRIME OF PUNISHMEN
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ANARCHIST

Letiers

Dear Editors,

I would like to take some of my
time and your valuable space t0o re-
ply to S. E. Parker's criticism of
my article on "East Coast US Anarch
ism: Communist and Individualist”
(FREEDOM 24/2/73).

This article was intencded tO
create a dialogue, conversation,
reflection, a2rd thought. I r=al-
ized a8t the time of its writing
that there were ambiguities in it:
however, S. E. Parker failed to ad-
dress these resl problams. Speci-
fically, I'm referring to elitism
and anarchism. . I hoped thsat the
article would provide responses On
this problem and solutions for uni-
ting the different schools of
taought within anarchisn.

Now, directly to S. E. Parker's
criticism.

1. I ir no way attempted tO0 imply
that anarcho-capitalists are ter-
rorists. 1 simply meant that this
person was a terrorist and also an
anarcho-capitalist. Neither class-
ification is inclusive of the other.
The conclusion that S. E. Parker
draws is entirely his own! If the
glove fits, wsar it.

2. o. E. Parker seems to heve a
refined ability to twist statements
and to interpret trem to suit his
purvecse. The article I wrote was
intended tO give = brief idea of
ansrchism on the east coest of the
U.S.A. and to ackrowledge thz exis-
tence of ansrcho-communisss here.
"There are some dedicated anarch-
iets here and all of us are not
individualists!!" This means ex-
actiy what it says. All of us, if
you will, are not either individu-
alist or communist oriented. I
didn't conclade it. S. E. Parker
concludes this, not I. In my art-
icle I pnraised both the ILibertarian
Book Club and the Laissez-Faire
bookskop. The latter being more
specifically individuslist oriented,
but bota have mrany meterials cov-
ering both subjects.

5. ©. E. Parker says of my article
that, "One of his comrades was pre-
sent at a discuseion at the New
York Tziscez-Feire Bookshop that
enced in 2 trawl." The ccmrade I
referred to was not only present
but "heaced a penel discussion'.
The reason wky I think that "anar-
cho-cayitalistis" are "highly sus-
pect" in "libertarian thought" is
that in the USA the individualists
around the N.Y.C. area frequently
speak of "caritalism without impe-
rialisn". Cepitelism, to me, de-
notes a belief in private property
and tends towards inequality. This
doesn't seem to be a particularly
anarchist notior, to state i%{ quite
mildly. .

4. Perker azssumes that in my opi-
nion anyone who admires Howard
Hughes is a "Cretin". Another
clever bit of sovhistry. If this
sentence was interpreted in the
context of the article, a different
meaning would arise. "Cretin" was
used in reference to those people
who conesider themselves anarchists
and yet admire Hughes. Such a com-
bination is in the very least intecl-
lectually inconsistent.and urnworthy
of further consideration.

5. ©S. E. Parker seems disturbed
over my statement to the effect
thet "Individualism has long been
an historiczl tradition in the US
that tends to propagate that syphi-
litic germ - capitalisw." This can
be supported.if one tzkes a look at
the USA in the 19th century and the
*esulting 'Robber barons'. The
redecessore of today's Rocker-
fellers, Carnegies, etc. I agree
wnoleheartedly with _rker that
capitalism is not necessarily equa-
ted with individualism. I neither
implied nor stated that it is.

Now that the record is etraight I
would like to thank S. E. Parker
for responding to me, thus continu-
ing the dialogue. The fact that
the regponse missed the voint is
less important than the fact that a
regponse wae made. I have one findl
curiosity, is it Mr. or Ms. Parker?

Yours fraterneslly,
DAVID WATERS
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COMXMMUNILIS M
versus |
INDI YV LU AdunlaS. M

Dear All,

Comrade Aldridge concedes that
"possibly Kropotkin's idea of com-
munism is different from Marx's"
which is big of him; nevertheless
could one suggest that when writ-
ing to attack anarchist communism
he first take the trouble of find-
ing out what it is and if Kropotkin
is too much for him at least read
the A B C of Berkman. Indeed since
he seems to think that Marx wanted
a system in which "the state takes
total control over the economy",
and this was in fact Marx's defini-
tion of the last stage of capital-
ism one might wonder if he knows
what any form of communism - Other
than the Stalinist travesty - is.

The anarchist communist would not
reply therefore in the words of Mr.
Aldridge's fourth paragraph. He
would say all private ownership of
the means of production - and all
state ownership too - involves the
exploitation of workers, the con-
version of surplus value derived
from the workers' labour to the
benefit of a privileged minority
and that wherever there are class
divisions based on economic grounds
there will be a state and that con-
versely wherever there is a state,
that state rests on class divisions
based on economic differentials.

Mr. Aldridge thinks than an anar-
chist who joins a syndicalist
group - that is a group which aims
to abolish class divisions 1n soci-
ety and the state by means of a
social general strike and thinks
that to get this it is advisable to
advocate the formation in advance
of an industrial union federation -
surrenders his individuality, but
that a member of an Union of Ego-
ists (Egotists?) does not; why not?
It is quite obvious from his letter
that at least his brand of indivi-
dualists do not oppose class exploi-
tation and so0 he remains permanently
a willing slave; a syndicalist may
freely cooperate and so be ready to
forgo some of his time in order to
work with others. Mr. Aldridge's
variety of individualist is pre-
pared on the other hand to allow
the continuance ad infinitum of &
system whereby most people are
forced to forgo far more hours not
for the good of humanity and a

cause but for the good of a single
boss.

Fraternally,

Laurens Otter
Wellington,

Salop

Dear Comrades,

I was interested to read, if not
convinced by, R. Aldridge's letter
in FREEDOM (17/3/73) about anarch-
ism being pure, and that no such
hybrids as anarcho-communists and
anarcho-syndicalists really exist.

Not knowing zbout the former, I
will take him/her to task on the
latter - anarcho-syndicalism. To
equate "joining any syndicalist
group" with "automatically surren-
dering his own will", and "being
subject to the authority...decisions
...and discipline of the group"
seems to me to show a singularly
naive understanding of free and
willing co-operation.

If a number of people are syndi-
calists, and also see the anarchis-
tic ideas of authority, leadership,
the state, etc. to be valid, espe-
cially in an industrial society,
and merge the two caompatible theo-
ries together; then further, be-
cause of a general unity of view,
freely come together to put their
ideas into practice and to propa-
gate those ideas, then where is the
surrender of free will, the disci-
pline, etc., etc.?

In the A S A we manage to exist,
to produce a monthly paper (and
that being produced by a different
group in rotation), to produce
pamphlets, and to meet regularly
in a number of groups to discuss
and further our views - all without
this repressive authority which R.
Aldridge sees as an 'automatic'

consequence of "joining any syndi-
calist group".

More generally, individualism is
fine, but that does not mean that
any sort of co-operation is the op-
posite pole - repressive authority.
The very fact that his/her letter
appeared in FREEDOM was due to a
'free and willing co-operation'
exigting between a grouvp of people.

So let's not be 'bitchy' between
outselves, but co-operate with each
other.

Yours fraternally,

Harldch Graham Briggs

THE FACE OF FASCISM

Dear Comrades,

When I read John Brent's review,
the Face of Fascism, ] was unable to
decide whether he was being satirical
or whether he had, ironically, really
fallen victim to the Fascist technique
of the Big Lie. For to equate logical
positivism with Fascism is, of course,
an inversion of the truth. Since both
are now largely historical phenomena,
the relationship between them is a mat-
ter of historical record. Fascism, in
so far as it had any coherent philosophy,
relied on rationalist metaphysics. In
particular the notion of the Herrenvolk
was lifted from Nietzsche and the notion
of the historical mission of the nation
state from Hegel. The Vienna Circle,
out of which grew the logical positivist
movement, was expressly opposed to
rationalist metaphysics and therefore
to the philosophy (such as it was) of
Fascism. This did not escape the atten-
tion of the Nazis, and Carnap, Berg-
mann, Feigl and Frank, members of
the Circle, fled to America to escape
Nazi persecution. I have no means of
checking at the moment, but it seems
likely that other members of the Circle
were not so lucky and died in Nazi
concentration camps.

Incidentally, isn't it time we stopped
seeing Fascists ynder the bed? As I
have said before in these columns, the
word Fascism is perfectly respectable
as a term of abuse, but its indiscrim-
inate use in theoretical discussions is
highly misleading. Such Fascist move-
ments as now exist are anachronisms,
doomed by the developments of capital-
1sm to impotence. The emotional main-
spring of Fascism is the idea of nation-
hood, the independent nation state, the
"'Glorious Fatherland'. The require-
ments of modern capitalism are making
this idea no more than a dream. Should
we not instead concentrate our attention
on the international social-democratic
monopoly capitalist alliance, for which
we apparently have no convenient name,
but which is exemplified by the EEC ?

For this alliance with its liberal face,
Fascism is a convenient red herring.

Yours fraternally,

Geoffrey Barfoot
Wells, Somerset

J. B. replies:

The enemies of yesterday are the
allies of today. One does not have to
look for Fascists under the bed when
they are in the streets. Racism and
romantic nationalism are very much
alive today, hence the success of people
like Powell, Craig, Paisley and many
other similar people. The EEC is a
horror as well, but it's not the only
monster that threatens us today. Modern
Fascism is perhaps more sophisticated
than it was in the thirties, but it's the
same underneath. The alliance with
logical positivism surprised me too,
but one can see how it would work. What
is disturbing about today is the disappear-
ance of the liberal middle ground, it was
not revolutionary, but it did at least en-
sure a modicum of social decency. Now
the liberals, frightened of revolution,
or just the general chaos, are going
over to Right-Wing authoritarianism of
various kinds, and giving tacit support
to racism, so I do not see why the word
Fascism cannot be legitimately used.

e —— e —————

|
YOUTH SPIRIT and
COMMUNITY ACTION IN GERMANY

Hello friends,

IN FREIBURG there is a Youth
movement for a public young people's
house, independent from all politi-
cal and other institutions, which
shall be managed by the young
people themselves. This movement
is in its beginnings. It's a great
pleasure to see these young people
(who belong to those who are usu-
ally called "unpolitical" by the.
"left") fighting energetically
every kind of tutelage and leader-

ship. We hope it will continue in
this spirit.

At the moment we are establishing
a sort of tea room in the cellar of
an occupied house, as a provisional
meeting place, with music, papers
and pamphlets, etc., where the move-
ment can develop comfortably. The
movement originated in the. fact th
that most of the young people don't

"know where to go in their free time.

The owners and supervisors of some
pubs and clubs show a really racist
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BOOKSHOP open Tues - Fri 2-6 p.m,
Thurs to 8, 30 p. m.,
Saturday 10 a.m. -4 p.m,
Any book not in stock but in print can

be supplied. Please add postage as in
brackets,

The Book of Ammon
Ammon Hennacy £3.00
The One-Man Revolution in America

(25p)

Ammon Hennacy £3.00 (15p)
Celebration of Awareness
Ivan D. Illich 95p (8p)

Deschooling Society

Ivan D, Illich 95p (8p)
The Black Flag of Anarchy -
Anti-Statism in the United States

Corinne Jacker £2.00 (15p)
Anarchism
Paul Eltzbacher £3.50 (15p)

Red Emma Speaks - Selected Writings
and Speeches of Emma Goldman
Edited Alix Kates Schulman

£1.50

(10p)
The Culture of Cities

Lewis Mumford
The Fear of Freedom

£2.50 (25p)

Erich Fromm £1.00 (10p)
The Sane Society

Erich Fromm £1.25 (15p)
No Treason - The Constitution
of No Authority

Lysander Spooner 60p (35p)

The Utopian Vision of Charles Fourier
Edited Jonathan Beecher

and Richard Bienvenu x1.75

The Black Flag of Anarchism
Paul Goodman 8p (23p)
Anarchism (from the

Encyclopaedia Britannica)

(15p)

Peter Kropotkin 8p (23p)
The Case that Will Not Die;
The Commonwealth vs,
Sacco and Vanzetti

Herbert B. Ehrman £1.00 (25p)

FREEDOM PRESS in Angel Alley

84b WHITECHAPEL HIGH STREET
LONDON Ey Phone 01-247 9249

(Aldgate East underground station,
Whitechapel Art Gallery exit and

turn right - alley next to Wimpy
Bar)

WRITE FOR FULL PUBLICATIONS LIST

—— —— | —

P P SUBSCRIBE to FREEDOM
Surface Mail & Inland

One year £3,00 §S7'5°
Six months £1.50 (£3.75
Three months 80p(g2.00
Airmail

Europe & Mid.East 1 year £4.00
The Americas 1 year £12.50
India, Africa & 1 year &£4.50
Australasia &

Japan 1l year £5.00
(six months pro rata)

| 2 copies £5.60 per year

6 or 3 months

pro rata)
LBulk: 10 copies 40p

behaviour towards long-haired or
carelessly dressed people. There

is no place where you can make your
own music, there is hardly anywhere
for dancing and to come into closer
contact with other people: you are
condemned to consume. We want to
establish a big public meeting point
where all sorts of activity can be
developed, independent from bourgeois
morale, authoritarian owners,
watchers and beaurocrats.

We (Ruth and GH#nter) are living
in one of the two "expropriated"
houses which exist in Freiburg at
the moment (the house we lived in
before has been destroyed). The in-
habitants work tcgether in their

fight against the authorities and

in informing the population. 1In
our house we are about 15 people
having Suncday meals, a small bus
and other things together. People
who are "wealthy" provide for those
who don't get enough money. The
owner of the house wants to kick us
out, but he must learn that it is
not too easy.
Greetings from

Ruth Gassenschmidt
& Gunter Gempp
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Whenever the Labour Party is in
opposition thelr general policy
statements have "left wing" bias.
This 18 a luxury political parties
can afford when they are not in
power., But as we all know, when
they are elected the realities of
power soon impose a different line
of action.

However, as anarchists we consi-
der that it is impossible to ach-
leve the social revolution via the
ballot box. Political parties
stand for reforms, not revolution.
Reforms do not change the power
and class basis of a capitalist
soclety. They might give a section
of the public a greater say and
provide participation for people in
decision making, but the final de-
cisions affecting people's lives
will still be made by those who re-
main remote and powerful. If op-
posed they will be backed by the
full oppressive might of the State.
They will fine you, imprison you
and finally hang or shoot you, if
necessary, 1in order to preserve
their power, wealth and privilege.

Mr. Wilson in recent speeches has
climbed onto the grass roots parti-
cipation bandwagon. His speech at
Blackpool concerned industrial
democracy and the means by which
workers can be involved in the
decision making and the running of
thelir work places. He draws the
right conclusions concerning the
present status of people working in
industry. Like, workers have "no
source of income but their pay!" and

"helir deeply-held conviction at

shop floor level that industrial
workers have been second-class
citizens for too long'". Strikes,
ne says, are often an unconscious
desire '"by ordinary people for more
control over the way their liwes
are conducted inside and outside_
the factory". Mr. Wilson says that
they "tan rarely use thelr greative
talent for rositive action’, and
thet a vast area of potentiasl econ-
omic etrength isg. being sealed off".
From all this one can only con-

IT IS BECAUSE of a belief in the useful-
ness of working class solidarity that I am
a member of the trade union which nego-
tiates with the management at my place
of work. It claims also to negotiate on
my behalf, The union is APEX, which is
the new zippy trendy name for the old
clerk's union CAWU, and the new titular
style has done nothing to alter the
decrepit, run down and generally reac-
tionary character of the union.

Although I knew it would only be
a waste of time I took myself along to
the AGM of my union branch the other
day. The branch has over 450 members
and the AGM had an attendance of just
23. As best I could judge these sturdy
souls were all, apart from myself and
my mate, either officers of the branch
or staff representatives, the clerk's
shop steward. And before the meeting
was over my mate had succumbed and
been appointed as delegate to the area
advisory council, a stirringly bureau-
cratic title if ever I heard one.

One of the items at the meeting was
the awarding of honoraria, or cash gifts
to people in the branch in recognition of
services rendered to the members dur-
ing the past year, from £15 each for the
Secretary and financial secretary to £1
each for staff representatives and audit-
ors. -More or less all of those present

were eligible for one or more of these
gratuities and they apparently perceived
nothing bizarre in sitting around voting
each other money that belonged to the
other 430 members of the branch as well.
A shower of complacent clerks giving
each other £50 that doesn't belong to
them is bad enough, but for me the hor-
rifying part of the meeting came after the
election, if such it can be called, of offic-
ers. They had trouble enough drumming
up enough nominations to fill the jobs and
didn't have the energy to get nominations
to make any of the posts actually elec-
tive., And when the appointments were
concluded a member called out "Rule
13, Mr Chairman!" Even in a meeting
most of which seemed to me to be with-
out meaning or purpose, this interjection
Seemed to have an absurdity all of its
Own, But no. The chairman replied

clude that Mr. Wileon only wants to
upge workers' natural organisational
ablility and know-=how to get incresased

efficiency and productivity. He let

the cat out of the bag when he said:
"Unless radical changee are made 1n
relations between management and
shop floor it will become increae-
ingly difficult for modern industry
to function effectively." Mr,
Wileon wante ."radlical changes'" 80
that things can remain the same. He
realises that present day industry
is 80 interdependent and therefore
very vulnerable to the action of
small groups of workers who might,
in his ovm words, strike becausge of
the "monotony of so much of modern
production work'". He wants to avoild
these costly interruptions by in-
volving workers on elected commit-
tees who could make "joint decl-
sions on work load arrangements,
agsgembly lines speeds and techniqes
as well as general production
methodse". These committees would
be elected from the shop floor in
elections organised and administer-
ed by the trade unions in factories
with a hundred employees or more.

Workers wouvld also be represented
at directorial level like thet be-
ing considered by the TUC which has
been operated in Europe. Mr. Wilson
also cites his party's legislation
for the steel industry whereby wor-
kKers' representstives sit on the
various boards which administer the
industry. But all these examples
are about participation, involve-
mert and consultation. They do not
touch on who ultimately controls
the i1ndustry. On the important su
subject of job security, Mr. Wilson
says there "must be effective and
democratic procedures, as of right,
for dealing with dismissals, re-
dundancies and threatened dismisr
salas, and above all factory clo-
ires". However, when all these
rocedures have been exhausted, if
ne eccnomic situation demands 1it,
men and women will be thrown onto
the stones. It is of little con-
solation that you've been consulied,
represented and then democratically
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[HE GLORY THAT WAS
WORKING GLASS SOLIDARITY

that under rule 13 all those who had just
been elected to office must declare that
they were not members of any organisa-
tion on the proscribed list of the union.
Which to me smacks of thought police in
the trade union movement, but no matter.

I was amazed when all those who had
Jjust been appointed nodded in sage agree-
ment that proscribed organisations were
not the sort of thing they would ever be
members of, whatever they were.

Some months ago I asked my staff
representative to get me a list of the
union's proscribed organisations and
he couldn't. Nor could the branch sec-
retary, but here I was assured that it
consisted merely of communist and
fascist groupings. Not satisfied with
such vagueness I wrote to the union's
general secretary at head office, After
waiting for a reply for over a month I
sent another letter to head office and
received in due course a full list of the
proscribed organisations of APEX, the
clerk's trade union,

Our union branch has for its officers
and delegates people who, far from their
hackles rising at being asked, in effect,
if they were subject to any deviant poli-
tical opinion or thought, can nod affably
and deny adherence to a list of organisa-
tions which covers two and a half sides

of foolscap, and which they have never
seen, let alone read through or studied.

Meanwhile, back at the solidarity of
the working class, the fact of its contin-
uing existence in any form is, in my
view, a token that working people accept
the trade union apparatus as a fair rest-
ing place for career bureaucrats, and
know that real struggles will be carried
on where the strength lies, on the fac-
tory floor and at the office desk. And
from there we can, as the situation may
at any time demand, create our own
functional organisations to do battle,
heedless of the activities of those proce-
dure obsessed and complacent pissballers
who claim to lead my trade union branch,
and most others,

Tom Star
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A national consultancy
provide a 'flying squad'’
with problems arising from pay,
productivity, reorganisation and
the threat of redundancy is also a
part of Wilson's grand scheme of,
things to ensure the continuation
of capitalism.

The old saying that they will do
anything but get off our backs is
true today as 1t was a century ago.
The employers are still exploiting
thoee who work for wages and the
State supports them with the
the courts and the army to make
gure that this state of affairs
continues. Mr. Wilson might re-
form it by smoothing off edges
ease the liberal conscience, but
agssuming his party gains power, he
will 'not and cannot legislate for
a workers' take over of industry.
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It 18 even unlikely he will be able

. » |
to go as far as his speech pro-
poses, for those whc at present
control and own production will

jealously guard the

nave and many will be unwilling
even to glive vay consult-
ation committees.

To gain the full contrdl of our
lives we have to take over and rur
our work places for ourselves and
the communlity. Industrial demo-
cracy, like its political counter-
part, is an illusion which offer
no alternative-to people but con-
trol from above by a different set
0f administrators. Likewise Mr.
Wilson's plans would not alter the
basic power structure in industry.
The huge multi-national companies'
power would not be in the least.
affected by these elected commit-
tees discussing "factory lay out"”
and "work speeds". Mr. Wilson's
service to the profit motive s s-
tem 1s putting forth yet anotner
garden path wkich leads nowhere
except to our continual exploita-
tion as wage sl-ves.

P.T.

THE SEA BELONGS TO EVERYBODY

IT IS ALMOST incredible that two
modern, technically advanced and still
prosperous nations like Iceland and
Britain cannot solve their disagreement
over fishing rights without playing at
Vikings in the North Atlantic. It was
naughty of the Icelandic gunboat to fire
two shots at Her Majesty's armoured
ram Statesman, which was (despite
denials by British officials) in all prob-
ability trying to run them down. Don't
the Icelanders realise that the British
have the right to go where they like,

do what they like and throw their weight
about, because Britannia rules the waves?

Surely at this day and age people can
now see that unless the policy of exploit-
ation of the world's resources regard-
less of consequences is abandoned there
soon won't be any fish? Or o0il? Or
steel? Or even breathable air? It is
not a question of Britain's rights, or
Iceland's either. These nationalisms
themselves are totally out of date and
absurd., It is time to say, '""The sea
belongs to everybody. Let us work out
some means of conserving its resources,
so that we shall be able to avail our-
selves of them forever., "

The world's population is rising, and
it should be stabilised of course. Nev-
ertheless the population problem should
not be used as an excuse when a per-
fectly avoidable catastrophe occurs. If
our resources were organised for the
benefit of the world's population as a
whole, not for the profit of big business
or for the power of the various states,
it should be possible for everyone in the
world to have enough to eat, Not neces-
sarily enough to indulge in sumptuous
banquets every day of the week, but
enough to live well,

The catastrophe the writer had in
mind was of course a sudden famine.
There are those who believe that the
present famine raging in parts of India
is not just another Indian misfortune,
but the beginning of a world-wide food
shortage., Be that as it may, there is
also a smaller catastrophe looming up.
Although the Icelandic fishing "war' is
comic compared with Ulster and Viet-
nam, there are considerable dangers
when great armoured and powerful tugs

end result is. Yhe spame.
No doubt ateel workers will confirm

gervice to

for dealing
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Subscribers:
you can, please inform us at least a

full week before the operative date.

UF UN-REST

\GE
BY 2073 work had really become a
four~letter word, If there had been

any concept of obscenity '"work' would
have been one of the great unmention-
ables, The word 'business’' was gener -
ally used as an euphemism for the un-
avoidable occasions but like going to
the toilet it was rarely mentioned in
polite society,.

The age of retirement had been pushec
back to fifty, and with full automation of
production twenty~-five was the age for
turning over from compulsory university
to 'business’., However since the four-
hour day and the four-day week were the
maximum hours (with no overtime) it
was truly the age of leisure.

Since the machines had.taken over
prwlurtion, man, and we include of
course women, had assumed the nec-
All homes

-

essary function of consumer.
had wall-to-wall télevision with smell
channels laid on with "gropes’ on the
chair arm rests. The Konsumptchen
television, (in what used to be known as
the kitchen) had a slot into which could
be inserted the Consumato card, this
wasg designed so that when on the screen
appeared in colour, smell and touch an
object that one desired one merely in-
serted the family passport and the punch-
holes recorded the fact and within min-

utes the object arrived having been

dropped down the roof-shute from an
automated }‘Af'liC(thr'r, Manna was the
organization which supplied meals by
this method. Consumato Est was the
general parent-body of this social

service,

lTelevision had taken over the func-
tion of convevying entertainment, news
and gossip to a wholly captive audience.
Newspapers and periodicals had long
since disappeared and books were rele-
gated to libraries and museums where
micro-scanners were busy going through
them and storing all the knowledge con-
tained therein in one giant computer.

Since there was so little in the wavy
of news the TV programme invented the
ma jority of items and the gulf between

fiction and fact had long drsappeared.

Marijuana had not only long been
legal but also compulsory so people
passed their days in a befuddled haze
of TV, stereo pop, expanding consump-
tion of plastic food and pot. As for liv-
ing, the machines did that.

Into this latter day Eden crept foreign
agitators spreading the subversive doc-
trine of work. Tightly-knit bands got
together to carry out their nefarious
tasks such as making small articles of
furniture which they bartered for sim-
1lar goods. The revolutionary doctrines
of foreign revolutionaries like Tolstoy
and Coomaswamary spread and they had
even succeeded in using such English
names as Morris and Ruskin to back
their arguments favouring the so-called
dignity of labour and the alleged creat-
1ve 1nstincts. In spite of its obvious
dangers to the economy the labour move-
ment as it was called was in full swing
and the doctrine of General Work spread
like the plague.

Such strange cults as cooking and
gardening revived and life as lived by
the machines died out. The commodity
shutes were blocked in some houses and
it was even rumoured that there were
those who didn't even switch on the TV.

The era of rest came to an end. The
Age of Un-Rest took its place in history.

Jack Snratt

go charging about the sea, or gunboats
fire their shells. Someone is quite
likely to be killed this way sooner or

later.
John Brent

/As we go to press we learn that
there has been more violence off
Iceland. An Icelandic gunboat
"put a warning shell and blanks
across the bow of -a British
trawler... Coastguard headquar-
ters said one of its patrol boats
used her 2.5 inch cannon when the
Hull trawler Brucella tried to ram
her after defying orders to leave
the area". - Guardian, 26/3/73.

And so it will continae until
gsomeone is killead. .3;9

Change of address - if
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WHO ARE 'THE DWARFS'?

A COMRADE at Freedom asked over the
telephone the other day, "Who and what

to bring about an anarchist human soci- reflect its message. So, to reflect the

message accurately, there is no structure

ety whilst continuing to pursue economic

are the Dwarfs?', and it seems that a lot growth, for example, and to abolish and no organisation., You are simply a
of Freedom's readers are also unclear male, white, national or adult chauvin- Dwar{ if you agree with the general prin-

about this, In response to the comrade's
request for an explanatory article,
goes,

ism whilst maintaining human chauvinist ciples we hold in common, and if you THURSDAYS at Freedom Press from
attitudes. This would be analogous to the choose to think of yourself as such, In & p.m. Help fold and despatch FREEDOM
attempt to reconcile the two opposites of tact, labels are something we should even-
" and the abo- tually get away from, but to call ourselves
A true anarchist ‘anarchists'', '"libertarians', or '"Dwarfs"
does at least sum up a general philo-
sophy and distinguishes us from mem-
bers of the Monday Club or National

Front (although these days many mem-

here

It is, of course, impossible to define
whole concepts of life or the universe in
a sentence or two; if it were an casy
task, we would not need libraries of vol-
umes on such matters,
papers to discuss them.
"anarchism'',

"socialism in one
lition of the state.

society,

country

Teachers wanted for Free Schools,
Write to: Tony Brantingham c/o
Dwarf News, l4a Hansard Mews,
London.Wl4 8BJ

to be consistent and honest,
must embrace everything that is a part

or regular news- of our vorld,

Words like
"harmony'',

everything into which we
come into contact,

Will all organisations please note there
'freedom’’,

Given the above, other things follow

bers of the Monday Club would no doubt

is a new secretary of Harlech Libertarian
"cooperation' and "peace'' may be dis- logically. There is not space here to call themselves "npnrrhists"l). The Group (including ASA and ORA): Bob T
missed in a couple of lines by the dic- detail the reasoning step by step, or to movement has no &ffice-holders, no Long, Coleg Harlech, Harlech, v
tionaries, but one could wriate millions closely argue each point, but the Dwarf committees, no "'membership', no con- Merioneth. N. Wales
of words, or discuss for hours, and only movement sees the organic production stitution: it 1s symply a general idea, R
scrape the surface. But, if I had to sum of chemical-free crops as a logical ex- and includes anyone who subscribes to LONDON ASA meets every Wednesday at (
up the Dwar{ philosophy in one sentence, tension of this view of life and relation- that world=-view, 7.30 p.m, at 3 Grange House, Highbury R
I would say that it is this: all men, ships; everything is bound up with ev- Finally, what have Dwarfs done to. Grange, N5. Black & Red Outlook
women and children, as well as all other erything else, and nothing is totally achieve the stated aims of a free soci- always available; by post 5p + 2ip J
beings, have an inalienable right to live separate from all other existence. An ety? Well, local groups of Dwarfs do 3
and fulfil their own lives {ree of all arti- Israeli kibbutz, for example, although get together on a geographical basis and NOTTINGHAM: Trent Polytechnic new L
ficial structures or authority that others nominally a "'commune', is hardly better form action groups in their own commun- anarchist group forming. Contact Shirley ‘
may attempt to impose on them; this than a Birds Eye factory if it employs ities, and various groups have started Moreno and John Hinsley through Fine Art D
right excludes only one thing, namely, heavy machinery to spray its crops which free schools, info/help centres, com- Dept., Dryden Street, Nottingham. R
the imposition of authority on others; themselves are grown commercially in munity newspapers, community work- :
and such a condition of society will lead, a militaristic and disciplined socio- shops, food cooperatives and other “Schools Anarchy Propagation Action
not to chaos or conflict, but to a natural economic framework and sold through schemes run on collective lines. They Group'' for non-collectivist school anarchy.
harmony which is only disrupted when aggressive marketing organisations: have also held bike-ins, koff-ins, and Contact SAPAG c/o 1 Springbank, Sales- N
one or more members of the community conversely, organic natural food pro- various political street theatre events, bury, Blackburn BBl 9EU R
attempt to exert control over, rather ducers will hardly find favour with us One definite plan curreptly being dis- New Earth Grox&, 112 Thomas Street, .
than cooperate and/or coexist with others. if they operate on strictly employer- cussed 1s a complete alternative village Dublin 8. Publishers, bookshop and
On the surface, most anarchist ideas employee or profit-motivated lines. community, Harmony Village, to con- meetings. Q
are in broad agreement with this seemingly No, every aspect of every human activity sist of a number of small organic farm- -
obvious statement. What, then, distin- must recognise the total freedom and ing communes, coming together cooper- M,‘ICHAEL TOBIN DEFENCE QOMMITIEE ‘
guishes the Dwarfs from other anarchist equality of all things before we would atively at the village level to provide all 265 Dale Street, Chatham, Kent |
schools of thought? Perhaps the most concede that a truly anarchist society community services: free exchange — S
mportant factor is that we see the liber- had been born. market place, free school, a windmill 3 ) B8
arian ethic as relating to all existence What, then, broadly speaking, is the to provide electricity and power, a print- Anarchist woman }m.ving deserted cantalxst .
rather than just to humanity. Thus, aim of the Dwarfs? Very loosely (and it ing press and a community workshop husband desires xn:nntpn:mc? from him, {X
vhilst opposing all forms of man's ex- has to be loose, because there are many with a common pool of tools and equip- Serious suggestions and advice about get- 1}
loitation of man, woman and child, we ways of being, doing and having the sarn'o ment available freely to all. A pamph- ting thix gratefully received. "Box 102 Im ¢
qually oppose the similar exploitation thing: there can be no room for dogma in let on this is available for 10p (or free 1 ¢
f animals, the land and the environment any anarchist viewpoint), we would like to if you can't afford it) from 14a Hansard J ¢
‘hich we say does not only not belong to see evolving a society comprising liber- Mews, London W14 8BJ. S1OP THE FRENCH TESTS, Contact il
nybody, but does not even belong to the tarian organic communities, absolutely In short, then, Dwarfs are people Greenpeace, c/o 176 Finchley Rd., 1
uman community as a whole. The Amer- independent of each other and of any who have decided that the best way to London NW 3, al
can Indians recognised this, as did most "greater' authority, possibly (hopefully) bring about the free society that we i!
{ the peoples of southern and central federally cooperating if they want to (but envisage is by building actual working n;
Irica and other parts of the world, for with no pressures on them if they don't), and living alternatives now, -rather than Xou as a Product, booklet on the family V!
aey had no concept of the ow nership of growing food and producing manufactures just spending all our energy on calling - k?y link between individual and social al
and, not even collective ow nership by as a partnership between humanity and for changes from the "authorities' (al- rt‘abty. 40pp. 10p +'postage from Soc. q
1e tribe, but rather a working partner- the rest of nature. These communities though we see value in both tactics); and Society Bookstall, Univ. of Newcastle
hip between the human community and would best operate on a small scale: the the means for doing this are by getting u. Tyne, or from Freedom Press. H ¢
he land. larger a community, the greater the ten- together with others in our own areas, £ -
This is one example of the idea of dency for a hierarchy and bureaucracy to forming local groups and getting these 1¢
collective scheme of things applying develop, as well as the greater stress and practical alternatives together, from CARDIFF: Dwarf Group starting. O |

't just to man but to the total ecosystem
which he is an integral part (i. e.

tensions and resultant breakdown in human

relationships (examples of which will be

cooperative workshops to free schools,
You can write to the above address if

Contact Ian Matheson, 45 Corporation
Rd., Grangetown, Cardiff

ture). But the important point is the

seen in any big city in the West today).
-itude to the nature of life itself, and

you'd like to find out where your nearest
Two things, I think, remain to be said.

Dwarf group can be contacted, or some-

WANTED - GAS STOVE for East End

our place in the universe and our re- First, the nature of the movement. It times they are included in the Contact squatters. Contact Freedom Press

onship to the world around us, and would be hypocritical, and against the column of Freedom. NEW YORK LIBERTARIAN BOOK CLUB O]
* Way we see ourselves and our society whole idea of what we are saying, if the Lectures, fortnightly on Thursdays Pt
a wider context. It would be usecless 'structure' of the "orranisation" did not Gandalf 7 p.m, at Workmen's Circle Centre, i‘j

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 369 8th Ave. , corner 29 Street, admis-
‘ Continued from p. 1 Cla;gnce Darxjo'.-.'.never forgot his R e sion free. April 12 Irving Levitas: {3:
conts 1 . anircn}sf upbrlr}glng;1 Forkall z.ljis lessianism and Anarchism; April 26 m
reiformist yearnings he spoke muc Ab lue in: iri . :
ague for Penal Reform underlined: sense in Cime 1%5 _Cause and Treat e Y in ;,ic\:.ci:;m s SR TRIEG 25 Txeadom 11.
is by saying that "many children ment (1924) \hen he wrote "Most of ti
gard stealine, shillings from par- the criminal cases would...be pre- S.E. LONDON Gutter Press. Contact v
ng meters in the same way that vented if the state would undertake Dear Friends, Vera Krishek, 01-852 8879 1
ral children regard robbing apple t0 improve the general social and : : : ' ; &
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