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A Miscellany
’Murray Bookchin: The Ecology of 
Freedom (385pp ppr)

They send women 

down the rntnes.'.'f

Finally — Welcome Back to The 
(£1.84) Match — available again after five
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PORTSMOUTH
area anarchist group, c/o Garry Richard
son, 25 Beresford Close, Waterlooville, 
Hants

WAKEFIELD
Anarchist and Peace Group, c/o Fax acker-
ley, 36 Bowin St, Agbrlgg. Wakefield, 
West Yorkshire

Printed and Typeset by 
Aidgate Press 

84b Whitechapel High St, 
• 01-247 3015

Designed by Cliff Harper.

Self Adhesive; Black on White; 3 Inches 
Diameter. Five Different Designs. £0.30 
each. (1 3p post).

Set of 5 for £1.00 (plus 13p post). 

'Do-it-yourself: Create Anarchy', 
•Anarchy Is Freedom: Government Is 

Slavery',
'Be a Realist: Demand the Impossible', 
'Read FREEDOM: Anarchist Fort

nightly',
'Anarchy is Order: Government Is 

Chaos’.
Available only from FREEDOM Book
shop Retail only.

Dirtributad to Bookshops by 
A Distribution

c/o 84b Whitechapel High St, 
London E1

MALVERN 
and Worcester area, Jock Spence, Birch
wood Hall. Storrldge, Worcestershire 

MANCHESTER 
'Wildcat* or ‘Solidarity * at: Box 25, 164/5 
Corn Exchange, Hanging Ditch. M4 3BN 
DAM, Box 20. 164/66 Corn Exchange 
Bldgs, Hanging Ditch. M4.

FREEDOM 
Editorial Collective 

84b Whitechapel High St 
London E1

KEIGHLEY
Anarchists, c/o Simon Saxton,1 Seibourne
Grove, Keighley. West Yorkshire BD21 
25L

OLDHAM 
Nigel Broadbent, 
Fallsworth

NORWICH 
Norwich ® Group, c/o Box 6, FREE
WHEEL, 52 54 King St 
NOTTINGHAM 
Jackie Veevers, 7 Irene Tee. Basford 
Individuals Anonymous 12p sae, above 
address

Full Marks Bookshop. 197 
Cheltenham Road. Bristol 6

DEFICIT FUND
Contributions Received: February
17th — March 2nd Incl.

(58pp ppr) £2.50 (36p)
’John Curl (Ed): A History of 
Collectivity in the San Francisco 
Bay Area (56pp ppr)

BELFAST
Anarchist Collective. Just Books, 7 Wine
tavern St, Belfast
BIRMINGHAM 
Birmingham DAM, c/o Peace Centre, 
1 8 Moor St, Ringway.

BRISTOL
Box 010.

WEST WALES
Terry Phillips, 7 Heol Nant, Fellnfoel,
Llanelli, Dyfed SAM BEL

Gaol (64pp ppr) (with wocdcuts by 
• Frans Masereel) £1.75 (31 p)
■ WILDCAT

ORPINGTON
Rlk Fuller, 60 Ramsden Rd, Orpington,
Kent

At Glasgow Bookshop Collective, 488 Gt 
Western Rd, G12 (Kelvinbridge Subway) 

HUDDERSFIELD 
Huddersfield Anarchist Group I DAM, 
c/o Peaceworks, 58 Wakefield Rd, Hud
dersfield

LANCASTER 
Tadeusi Sacxepanski, 38 Bradshaw St,
LAI 3BE

OXFORD
Oxford Anarchists, 34 Cowley Rd

PLYMOUTH
Anarchists, 11 5 St Pancras Ave, Penny
cross

CRAWLEY
Libertarian Group, Ray Cowper, 1 Blue
bell Close Crawley. W Sussex

CUMBRIA
2 Forestry Cottages, Millfield, Hutton 
Roof. Penrith

£9.00 
£10.00 
£11.00 
£11.50 

25 dollars
28 dollars Can. 

£14.00

Messages of protest can be sent to 
the US Embassy and also to: 
Superintendent,
Walla Walla State Prison,
Walla Walla,
Washington,
99362, USA.
telephone 5253610.

SWINDON
area, Mike. Groundswell Farm, Upper
Stratton. Swindon

BURNLEY
BAG. c/o 2 Quarrybank 

CAMBRIDGE 
Cambridge Anarchists, c/o 186 East Rd, 
Cambridge
East Anglian Anarchist Federation c/o 
Grapevine. 186 East Road

SURREY
Damp Squid Anarchists (North Surrey)
Tel: 01-399 3197

'Stand together9 — Easter demonstrations 
against nuclear weapons, 31 March • 2 
April. Non-violent blockades of Burgh
field Royal Ordnance Factory (men and 
women) and Greenham Common missile 
base (women only) from Thursday to 
Friday; human chain linking Greenham 
Common to Burghfield via Aldermaston 
Atomic Weapons Research Establishment 
(14 miles) on Friday morning, followed 
by mass demonstration with entertain
ments at Aldermaston on Friday after
noon; mass die-ln in Glasgow on Satur
day. CND, 11 Goodwin Street, London 
N4 3HQ; Scottish CND, 420 Sauchie- 
hall Street, Glasgow G2 3JD. 
Anarchist Federation 
Would London anarchists and liber
tarians who have ideas towards the 
setting up of a network for coordination 
of information and resources please 
write Box F, c/o Freedom.

T AYSIDE
Josh Cowan. 3/R 17 Cheviot Crescent,
Dundee, DD4 9QJ

TYNE !■ WEAR
Newcastle Anarchist Group, c/o 2 Priory 
Court, High St, Gateshead, Tyne € Wear, 
NEO 3JL

MORECAMBE AND LANCASTER 
Chris Preston, 27 Nlghtlngalo Close, 
Gosport, Hampshire PO12 3EU. (Corres
pondence only)

ESSEX
DAM, Martyn Everett. 11 Gibson Gdns, 
Saffron Walden, Essex
Oral Abortions, The Catskills. Maldon 
Rd, Gay Bowers. Danbury 

EXETER 
Anarchist Collective, c/o Community As
sociation. Devonshire House Stocker Rd 

FORMBY
Floating Free, 58 Freshfield Rd.Formby, 
Merseyside L3 73HW 

GLASGOW 
'Practical Anarchy (monthly free broad
sheet send large sae) c/o Box 3 Calder- 
wood. 1 5/GPP pamphlets c/o Box V2

DONCASTER
Doncaster Anarchist Centre. 49a Doncas
ter Market Place

William Godwin: Caleb Williams 
(351 pp ppr) £2.50 (42p)
Nikolai Chernyshevsky: What is to 
be done? (378pp ppr) £3.95 (60p)

SUSSEX
Brighton Anarchists, c/o Students Union, 
Falmer House, University of Sussex, 
Brighton East Sussex
Hastings Anarchists ♦ Polson Pen, 92 
London Rd, St Leonards-on-Sea, Sussex 
Sussex Anarchist Society, c/o Hastings 
Anarchist Group

SWANSEA 
Billy, 63 Clynymaes Place, Blaenymaes, 
Swansea

CARDIFF 
c/o 108 Bookshop, 108 Salisbury Rd, 
Cardiff 2
Whistle Blowers, Box 999. 108 Salisbury 
Rd
CLEVELAND
25 Liverton Crescent. Thornby. Also 
produces 'Common Cause'local anarchist 
paper.
Box A. c/o 120 Victoria Road, Middles
borough

COVENTRY 
Anarchist Group, c/o Students Union, 
University of Warwick. Coventry CV4 
7AL

MORECAMBE 1. LANCASTER 
North Lancs Libertarians, c/o Cliff M 
Poxon. 13 Carleton St. Morecambe.
Lancs LA4 4NX

NORTH STAFFS
Careless Talk Collective, R Knight c/o 
Students Union, The University, Keele, 
Staffs

BASILDON
Are there any anarchists out there in 
Basildon. Essex area! Contact:- Mark. 27 
Little Lullaway. Basildon Essex. 

BEDFORDSHIRE 
Bedfordshire and Isolated Anarchists, 
write John 81 F Bromham Rd, Bedford 
MK40 2AH

HULL
Hull Group. 23 Nott St. (moving In 
Sept to 24 Albany St)
Libertarian Collective, 70 Perth HUS 3NZ 

KEELE
Keele University A Group, R Knight, c/o 
Students Union, The University. Keele. 
Staffs

n’nii

READING 
Reading Anarchists, Box 
Bookshop, 17 Chatham St 

RHONDDA 
and Mid Glamorgan. Henning Anderson, 
'Smiths Arms’, Treherbert, Mid Glamor
gan

SHEFFIELD 
Anarchists, c/o 4 Havelock Square S10 
2FQ

SOUTHAMPTON 
c/o 78 Northumberland Road, St Mary's 

SOUTH WALES
DAM. c/o Smiths Arms, Baglan Rd, Tre
herbert. Write for anarcho-syndicalist 
contacts In Treherbert. Rhondda, Ponty
pridd, Penarth, Barry and Cardiff areas 

SOUTHAMPTON 
'Southern Stress9, c/o October Books, 4 
Onslow Rd

ABERDEEN
Subversive Graffiti Collective, c/o 163 
King St. Aberdeen (includes the ex
members of Aberdeen Solidarity). Activi
ties include production of a local free 
news-sheet.

Inland 
Surface 
Europe All-up 
Zone A 
Zone B

North Weit Anirchlit Federation, c/o 
NWAF, 224 Garaton Old Road, Liver
pool 19

CREWE
CAG, c/o Cimm St Community Centre, 
Old Co-op Factory, Camm Street, Crewe 
Cheshire.
SHEFFIELD 
Counterpoise Collective, 69, Rustlings 
Rd, Sheffield 11.683692.
Black Hand, 60 Bates St, Sheffield S10 
1NQ.

■ LITERATURE

GRAVESEND
A Janes, Lodge House (by Valley
Lodge), Ifleld Way, Gravesend, Kent.

In Angel Alley, 84b Whitechapel 
High St, London E1. [Items 
marked ’ are published in N 
America. N American purchasers 
please convert £1 — plus postage — 
at S1.60 (US) and S1.90 (Canada).] 
Please add postage as in brackets.

LEAMINGTON AND WARWICK 
Lemming and Yorick A't,c/o 23 Radford 
Rd, Leamington Spa, Warwks CV31 INF 

LEEDS
Leeds Anarchist Group, Box LAP A. 59 
Cookridge St. LS2 3AW
DAM ♦ Federation of Leeds Anarchists. 
Box RU

C7O

Cd tec fives
Gaston Leval: Collectives in the 
Spanish Revolution
(369pp) ppr £4.00 (94p)

cloth £6.00 (£1.20) 
[we can give full trade terms on this 
title]
’John Curl: A History of Work Co
operation in America

LEICESTER
Blackthorn Books. 70 High St; Liber
tarian Education, 6 Beaconsfield Rd, 
(tel 552085)
The Anarchist Society. Societies' Room, 
Student's Union Building, University of 
Leicester. University Rd. LEI 7RH

£6.95 (94p) 
Alan Ritter: Anarchism: A Theoreti
cal Analysis (187pp cloth) 

£12.
’Rudolf Rocker: Nationalism and 
Culture (614pp cloth) 

£15.
[we can give full trade terms on this I |ong years. The Match No 74, Fall 

1982 (20pp) £0.75 (19p)
Oscar Wilde: The Ballad of Reading | [You can subscribe to the Match 

via Freedom Bookshop at £5.50 for 
six issues.]

LIVERPOOL 
Liverpool Anarchist Group, Box LAG, 
31 Gothic Street, Rock Ferry, Blrken- 
head, Merseyside.
Dlscordlans, Liverpool Students Union, 
Brownlow Hill, Liverpool. 

LONDON
Anarchy Magazine, Box A 84b White
chapel High St. London E1; FREEDOM 
Collective, Angel Alley. 84b Whitechapel 
High St. El (01-247 9249). Aidgate East 
tube, nr Whitechapel Art Gallery. 
Greenpeace, 6 Endsleigh St. WC1 
Thursdays 7pm
London Workers Group, 1 1 Leyden St, 
El
121 Books/Anarchist Centre, 1 21 Railton 
Rd. London SE24 Tel: 274 6655 
Anarchist-Feminist Newsletter, c/o 121 
Railton Rd. SE24 
Pigs for Slaughter • c/o Railton Rd 
South London Anarchist Group (SLAG) 
c/o 1 21 Railton Rd
South London DAM, c/o Railton Rd 
SE24
South London Stress, c/o 121 Railton 
Rd SE24 
Squatters
Railton Rd SE24
Toxic Graffiti, c/o 121 Railton Rd,SE24 
Martin Nicholas. 1 86 Mount Pleasant Rd, 
London N17

sr
WIT

Buxton H C £1.25; Sittingbourne 
P K £2.00; Wolverhampton J L 
£1.50; J K W £0.50; Colchester T 0 
£1.00; Saffron Walden M E £2.25; 
Wolverhampton J L £1.50; J K W 
£0.50; London N17 G R £5.00; 
St Cloud, USA M G A £21.00; 
Penrith J P £1.00; London N17 
C B £2.00; Holland B M New York, 
B K Idaho, 'Sabot' £4.00 (all via 
Alternative Gallery, Athens); Ilfra
combe M B £0.25; Dublin K B £1.00; 
Rochdale D O £0.25; Merseyside 
AB £0.25; TOTAL = £43.25 
Previously acknowledged = £246.87

TOTAL TO DATE = £290.12 
TARGET FOR 1983 = £2000! 

PREMISES/OVERHEADS FUND 
Contributions Received: February 
17th March 2nd Incl.
London SE18 F Y £0.57; Sitting
bourne P K £2.00; Wolverhampton 
J L £3.00; London NW8 D S £7.00; 
London N3 A C £1.00; Wolver
hampton J L £3.00; Holland B M, 
New York B K, Idaho *Sabot' 
£4.00 (all via Alternative Gallery, 
Athens). In Shop, Anon £0.10;

TOTAL = £20.67 
Previously acknowledged = £181.65

TOTAL TO DATE = £202.32 
TARGET FOR 1983 = £15001

Gianfranco Sanguinetti: On Terror
ism and the State (101pp ppr)

£3.00 (31 p) 
’Randolph Bourne: The Radical 
Will. Selected Writings 1911 — 1918 
(Ed ty Olaf Hansen) (548pp ppr) 

£5.25 (94p) 
’William Cahn: Lawrence 1912: 
The Bread and Roses Strike (illus
trated throughout) (240pp ppr)

£4.95 (94p) 
’Edward Hallett Carr: The Roman
tic Exiles: A Nineteenth Century 
Portrait Gallery (Bakunin, Nechaev, 
Herzen and Ogarev) (391 pp ppr)

£8.50 (94p) 
’Wency McElroy: Liberty 1881 — 
1908: A Comprehensive Index

£2.50 (31 p) | (doth) £20.00 (66p)
[Special price to FREEDOM sub
scribers. Otherwise £25.00]
’Scott French: The Big Brother 
Game: Bugging, Wiretapping, Tail
ing, Optical and Electronic Sur
veillance, Surreptitious Entry.
(237pp ppr) (large format)

£9.00 (94p)

Shelter
Colin Ward: Housing: An Anarchist 
Approach. [New edition from 
Freedom Press with a Postscript] 
(200pp ppr) £2.25 (42p)
[we can give full trade terms on this 
title 1
No Shelter
Vernon Richards: Protest without 
Illusions (168pp ppr) £1.95 (49p) 
The Anti-Bomb Movement of the 
50's and 60's
(we can give full trade terms on this 
title]
John Minnion and Philip Bolsover: 
The CND Story. The First Twenty- 
Five Years of the Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament (158pp ppr)

£1.95 (31 p) 
Mordecai Roshwald: Level 7 
(139ppppr) £1.95 (36p)
Perhaps the most powerful novel 
against the Bomb yet written.

Please send messages of support 
to:
R S Green 628148,
P O Box 520 B4 - ADM, 
Walla Walla,
Washington,
99362, USA.

Fiction
William Morris: The Novel on Blue 
Paper (79pp ppr) £1.95 (31 p) 
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repeated public opinion surveys, 
obsessive media coverage and an 
incompetent Labour Party cam-

Old Labour 
Conservative
Others

i ■ ,

REPORTS 
Germany 
Canada 
Sheffield

Following the murder of Carl Harp, 
we have received news of another 
anarchist prisoner under threat. 
Shane Green, also in Walla Walla 
State Penitentiary, is in immediate 
danger of being murdered by the 
same guards who killed Carl. He 
was a close comrade of Carl’s and 
worked with him in the Anarchist 
Black Dragon Collective. Together 
with Clive Washburn, the two took 
part in the hostage-taking at Walla 
Walla in May 1979 to protest 
against the conditions inside the 
prison. After getting an hour-long 
interview broadcast live on TV the 
hostage guards were released un

desperate fragility of the Lal 
Party and the volatile strength of 
the Liberal/SDP Alliance.

But much more significant is the 
not only continuing but actually 
rising popularity of the Conserva
tive Government, whose only real 
achievements are the temporary 
reduction of the inflation rate and 
the decisive victory in the Falklands 
War, but whose equally decisive 
victory in the approaching General 
Election seems almost certain. No 
doubt a national election campaign 
will partly revive the Labour Party, 
with the support of the trade union 
movement and the return of ancient

1 " uLlJ 9 1

ITALY
The Autonomia trial
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gather enough votes to win fre
quent majorities in local councils
and occasional majorities in the
House of Commons (though its | of beating Mrs Thatcher, 
total vote has fallen steadily for
more than 30 years). But as sepa
rate rival groups they don’t stand 
a chance.

In this situation an
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harmed. Again working closely 
together they managed to get a 
Federal Court pronouncement 
made that the prison was 'cruel 
and unusual punishment' and the 
prison was threatened with closure 
unless things improved.

The guards retaliated by raping 
Carl with a nightstick (a long trun
cheon) and Shane was savagely 
beaten. The warder who led these 
revenge squads is Captain Don 
Talbot. He has been promoted to 
No 3 in the prison warders hierar
chy and is more powerful than 
ever. Shane has written. These pigs 
have starved me, froze me, chained

f I 
£

The British have always boasted of 
their love for and defence of free- 
deom, and the British state has 
been most successful over the years 
in maintaining this illusion called 
democracy. 'Freedom of the press' 
is one of its most cherished slogans, 
and the fact that people believe it 
.shows just how fooled they are. 
Well trained by the papers both to 
trivialise the important and to think 
the important trivial, they can be 
weaned away from any dangerous 
information that might somehow 
surface from the gutters of our 
national press, and be gently eased 
back into pages of 'shock-horror' 
gossip, half-naked women and the 
latest football scores.

The biggest newspapers are 
owned by millionaires and multi
nationals, and the television chan
nels are controlled by the state and 
advertising revenue. Overt censor
ship need not even be applied, for 
these bodies of the media know 
who their masters are, and masters 
are to be obeyed. The editors and 
producers cautiously decide what 
we should be allowed to see and 
read and how and when it should 
be presented to us. Their freedom 
of the press' is, like all their free
doms', but a shallow pretence that 
most people are unwilling to see 
through. For this is how it must be, 
there is no alternative, we must be 
happy with our lot — I know, I read 
it in the papers.

Not only do they shout their 
slogans at us from billboards and 
television screens, but every word 
they write and say merely serves to 
underpin the state. They have a 
stranglehold on the information we 
can receive, and unless we want to 
choke on their lies we must try to 
break it. Not by the empty mimicry 
of the left, with their daily papers, 
daily slogans and football results. 
Nor by crawling to the media for 
five minutes on television or radio 
where we can let off steam and be 
their safety valves, but by trying to 
find out what is really happening, 
by trying to get people to listen, by 
taking anarchist propaganda beyond 
just the anarchist movement. What
ever the political slant you give to 
a piece of news, it makes no dif
ference if it wasn't true in the first 
place, and it's that which is not 
reported at all that is the most 
important.

A revolution cannot be won by 
words alone, but it cannot be won 
without them.
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In this situation it is up to us to 
provide some serious arguments 
about the irrelevance of such events 
in the growing economic and social

identikit I and political crisis. While we pre
middle-class Liberal, helped on by | pare ourselves, it would be useful to 

have as many examples as possible 
of material which our readers are 

ur rarry cam- i planning to use locally. There are 
paign (whose press officer was a probably more anarchist groups 
former anarchist), drew one-third | and individuals in active existence 
of the voters — enough to eJet him 
elected with a huge majority. The

now than for longer than we care 
to remember, and there should be 

approaching Darlington by-election I plenty of anti-election items of all 
will be very different in detail, but kinds ready for the coming West- 
it may well show once again the I minster farce.

Non-voters 42.3
Liberal/SDP Alliance 33.3 
New Labour

jrO’

In the spring a ruling man's fancy 
lightly turns to thoughts of elec
tions. As our General Election 
approaches, we are already being 
bombarded with news of elections 
here, there and everywhere. More 
than a year before the American 
Presidential Election, the candi
dates are already lining up on both 
sides, and the incumbent is being 
told that he isn't wanted by the 
public opinion surveys. Indeed the 
public opinion surveys are becoming 
so important that they could almost 
replace the actual elections, which 
would save much trouble and ex
pense.

Meanwhile, several actual elec
tions are reflecting the definite shift 
of opinion towards the right, des
pite the continuing depression, al
most everywhere in the world. Aus
tralia, being on the opposite side of 
the world, is the exception to this 
rule, and Bob Hawke has led the 
Labor Party to victory over Mal
colm Fraser. Hawke is not unlike 
Gough Whitlam, who achieved a 
similar result a decade ago, and he 
seems no more likely to be able to 
make much of his personal triumph. 
Australia is so dependent on the 
world economy that no government 
can do much on its own there, any 
more than anywhere else.

West Germany has confirmed the 
rule, the Conservative alliance of 
the Christian Democratic Union 
and the Christian Social Union 
easily winning the general election 
precipitated by the new Chancellor, 
Helmut Kohl, though their majority 
will depend on the Liberals of the 
Free Democratic Party, whose de
cision to leave the Social Demo
cratic government of Helmut 
Schmidt began the political crisis 
last autumn. There is little difference 
between the moderate right and 
left, and Kohl will continue along 
the lines followed by Schmidt and 
their respective predecessors for 
more than 30 years. The only 
difference is that the right is more 
favourable towards the Western 
nuclear alliance, and, although it 
was the Social Democrats who first 
accepted the proposal to install 
Cruise missiles in West Germany in 
1979, the Christian Democrats will 
be firmer in resisting the pressure of 
the peace movement.

The one interesting feature of the 
German election is that the ecologi
cal party, the Greens, has achieved 
a vote of 5 per cent and therefore 
will for the first time have a couple

me spreadeagled against the bars for 
6 days, beat me, blinded me with 
teargas and MACE which put me in
to hospital, paid to have me beat, 
stabbed and now paid to have me 
killed.' As happened with Carl, he 
has seen a warders' 'hitlist'with his 
name on it. He has called for pro
tests and demands a transfer to 
another prison. At present he is 
being held on the same tier of 
cells where Carl was murdered 
with the same warders 'guarding' 
him. No doubt the same end is 
planned for Shane as that meted 
out to Carl.

What happened was that the
Labour Party, which is facing a 
collapse similar to that of the Lib
eral Party 60 years ago, split in this 
depressed working-class inner-city

nstituency between the old gang
and the young gang — the tradition
al right-wing mafia dominated by 
trade-unionists and Irish Catholics 
(as in many of the large cities of
England), and the brave new left
wing mafia dominated by less 
acceptable marginal groups (clai
mants, Marxists, blacks, gays, 
singles, students, and so on). As a 
coalition of such groups, however 
uneasy it has been since the First
World War, the Labour Party can | loyalties, and it may also restore 

some sanity to the Liberals and 
Social Democrats, but between 
them all they still have little hope
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of dozen seats in parliament. How
ever, far from being a trigger for re
volt, as they imagine, this will be a 
safety valve for dissent. They will 
be able to say anything and do no
thing, rather like the Labour left in 
Britain; and if the establishment 
lets them do anything, they will be 
absorbed and corrupted by the 
system, rather like the Labour left 
again. The danger is that the extra- 
parliamentary opposition, which 
has a long and strong tradition in 
Germany, will be diverted by the 
presence of a handful of Greens in 
parliament and will relax its in
creasing pressure against the eco
nomic and military power of the 
State. But this danger should be 
less in the current climate of in
creasing opposition to the Cruise 
policy. There will be huge dis
armament demonstrations at the 
beginning of April, as part of the 
international Easter action, and 
there will be a European Nuclear 
Disarmament convention in Berlin 
in May; great efforts are being made 
to establish links with comrades in 
East Germany. Germany is likely to 
be the focus for anti-militarist 
activity this year, and in this con
text Kohl's victory will do more 
good than harm.

Back in Britain, we have had a 
rather misleading rehearsal for the 
General Election in the Bermond
sey by-election. As anarchists, we 
didn't do as well as we had hoped 
and could have expected, since by
elections normally involve only a 
small proportion of the electorate, 
and the enormous media interest in 
this particular election actually 
meant that a majority of the voters 
voted. Even so, a non-spokesperson 
of the non-voters could have pointed 
out that we still came top of the 
poll and that only the built-in bias 
of the parliamentary system de
prived us of the fruits of victory 
and sent a minority candidate to 
the House of Commons.

Here are the percentages for the 
voting and non-voting behaviour of 
all the people on the electoral regis
ter at Bermondsey (with the com
parable figures for the 1979 General 
Election in brackets):
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The show trial of the April 7th defendants illustrates the 
strategy of the Italian State in the attempted criminalisation 
of the Workers Autonomy Movement in Italy.

Mark T
Plymouth Ararchist group

to defend their lives by involving 
the people as a whole; all of them 
resisting the Force of the oppressor.

year when the gcverriment attempts 
to install its missiles. The State will 
use all its power to carry out this

for so long. The establishment needs 
to prepare its ground well.

State repression in Italy has

of tne above they are anarchists in 
practice.

Michel Prigent
(one of the translators of the above 
mentioned works)

it's their right to criticise, but ours 
to accept or refute tneir criticism.

The initial arrest warrants were 
issued by the Veneto public prose
cuting judge Calogero (famous for 
his prosecution of fascists in the 
early 70's and closely associated 
with the Communist Party [PCI]). 
The PCI has been instrumental, 
indeed enthusiastic in its condem
nation of the Autonomy Movement: 
both because of its antagonism to 
and criticism of the institutional 
left in Italy (considering the PCI 
and Trade Unions to be its class 
enemies), and because the PCI had 
to impress the Christian Democrats 
with whom they created the 'his
toric compromise' that they could 
be a responsible party of govern
ment. It was necessary for the PCI t( 
show itself capable of 'disciplining' 
and 'controlling'the left.

organisation, the strategic leader
ship of the Red Brigades (RB), 
includes the 'star' theoreticians and 
ideologists of the autonomy move
ment in particular Toni Negri, a 
professor of political theory in the

and the leadership in planning an 
'armed insurrection against the

as far as I understand it is resistance 
against force or control which does 
not resort to violence as the means 
to resolve the conflict. It dees not 
mean that people passively accept 
the attackers' will but that they 
stana against them with the use of 
persuasion and self-defence if an 
attacker persists in a violent manner. 
Non-violent resistance is not only 
about resistance in the face of 
attack but about not escalating 
situations so as to provoke a violent 
response from another person.

Non-violence is an attitude and 
training beforehand to prevent 
violence as much as it is a method 
to resolve conflicts without the 
use of violence. It does not rely on 
a victor or a leser nor a hateful 
enemy but contacts people and 
sometimes liberates them from 
violence. That is far better than ar 
enemy who loses and seeks revenge 
with greater physical force and a 
victor who gloats at his supericrity 
and who will use violence again and 
again.

Love, peace and freedom, 
Born

As a person who has come into 
anarchism through animal libera
tion I would like to arswer a few 

ints Joanne Smith raises in her
letter (FREEDOM 11th Feb). She

All signed articles reflect 
the opinion of the authors, 

not necessarily those of 
the editorial collective.

specifically a women’s issue. Heff 
asserts that from this argument it 
therefore follows that the writer 
believes in revolution first, women's 
rights afterwards. Yet to anyone 
with just a little rationality, this is 
an

ber the events of Summer '81 in 
Liverpool 8 and Manchester (Rus- 
holme and Moss Side)? I also take 
exception to his generalisations 
about teachers as 'successive gener
ations of dupes' and 'teaching as 
we know it, has only been one 
thing, instilling an ideology to sup
port a system of exploitation*.

Perhaps this was the case and for 
the majority of teachers probably

world became vegetarian (not vegan) 
there would be 4 tons of grain for 
each third world man, woman and 
child. We have to fight the oppres
sion now and convince people as 
part of that struggle. No-one can 
fight capitalism without fighting 
the issues involved.

Non-violent resistance is not 
answer in itself but a training which 
does not perpetuate the use of 
physicai force to control other 
peoples lives. Non-violent resistance 
on a large scale eliminates any

FREEDOM
Editorial Collective

84b Whitechapel High St 
London E1

Over the years many items pub
lished by FREEDOM have caused 
the hackles to rise, but usually the 
temptation to reply has been mira
culously resisted. However, the con
torted logic exhibited in one of 
your letters in the issue of January 
15th proved to be just too galling, 
and thus broke the dam of self- 
restraint.

Your correspondent 'Heff' refers 
to a previous writer in FREEDOM 
who implied that the campaign

The original arrests in 1979 ini
tiated by the Communist Calogero 
charged the defendants with involve
ment in the kidnapping and murder 
of Aldo Moro. These charges were 
soon dropped when no evidence at 
all was adduced to press home the 
accusations. Indeed Negri was absol
ved by one of the repentant terror
ists (often the main prosecution 
witnesses), Peci, of having any 
connection with the RB. Instead a 
vaguer and more general charge: 
that of planning an 'armed insurrec
tion' since the early 1970's. Most of 
the evidence for this constructed 
after the arrests, rests primarily 
on the writings and opinions of the 
accused. In 1981 the appeals judge 
in Padova, Palombarini released 
more than 60 of those implicated 
after investigating the evidence and 
claiming that no 'centralised organ
isation' ever existed, but Calogero 
had them re-arrested under the 
same evidence, indicating that the 
state's case is schizophrenic. Despite 
the fact that the Moro charges had 
been officially dropped, the recent 
trial of the RB's accused of the 
Moro killing is being used in * man
ner prejudicial to the 'April 7th' 
defendants: the state has proceeded 
to set the trial to take place in the 
same court and with ; e same jury 
as the Moro trial. It is because of 
this that their trial has been delayed

To blame it all on men is a crass 
simplification. There isn't room 
here to write a sociological disserta
tion on the subject, bet let’s at least 
try to avoid easy sloganizing and 
meaningless jargon, likewise the

out as it was intended to protect 
the powerful.

Their Lordships for example 
could well extend the principle in 
R v Pagett to include not only 
human shields, but all persons re-

'79 Committee publishes a bulletin 
and is organising pickets, fund 
raising social events and meetings 
to cover the trials.
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as a shield in these circumstances 
'were acts which all sober and reas
onable people would inevitably rec
ognise would subject Gail to the 
risk of some harm. . .'. Clearly their 
Lordships are right, only a fool 
would come within a mile of an 
armed policeman.

All this goes to show that at 
least our senior judges are not daft, 
they do not need to bend tne law 
to let off their own people or even 
one of their flunkies. What is 
required is intelligence and a fertile 
imagination on the part of our

still is. What ne Tans to acknowledge 
is that things have changed, if not 
as spectacularly as he would desire. 
The liberalisation of education 
since 1944 has brought increasing 
numbers of working class children 
into higher education and many of 
these into teaching with a deter
mination not to continue the indoc
trination of the past. Has the writer 
failed to notice the shift of the one
time middle-class professional asso
ciations into something resembling 
trade unions? Finally, if the edu
cation system is still uniformly 
'instilling an ideology to support 
a system of exploitation' why are 
politicians like Keith Joseph, 
Rhodes Boyson and Mrs Thatcher 
herself, increasingly obsessed with 
the desire to purge the education 
system of its increasing 'subversive' 
elements?

I don't think such dismissive 
negative approaches like Farquhar 
McLay's are of value unless they 
produce some positive alternatives.

with preventing their 
with preventing their •

launch. How this can be related to 
the notion of separating women's 
liberation from revolution is be
yond me. For anarchists, revolution 
incorporates a total transformation 
of human relationships. There can 
be nc revolution which precludes 
freedom and equality for women. 
Incidentally, exactly who is re
peating this 'same old story'? May
be, 15 or so years ago this attitude

Court of Appeal, that police can
shoot innocent bystanders and
human shields. In this case, you
may recall when in 1981, Mr Pagett ( munity it serves', does not consider 
used his girlfriend as a shield in an
armed dispute with the police — the 
police shot and killed the girl. But
Pagett was convicted of her man
slaughter.

According to the Court of 
Appeal, Pagett was guilty, because 
of his '. . . act of holding Gail as a 
shield in front of him when the 

lice might well fire shots in his 
direction in self defence'. Their
Lordships found that using the girl | the centre of diplomatic and finan

cial activity.*
In other words the Metropolitan 

Police are the front line flunkies of 
the Boss Class, and as such no Min
ister, least of all Mr Whitelaw, will 
ever do anything more radical than 
issuing them all with a new set of 
contact lenses or even white sticks. 

Nothing it seems must be done 
to upset the City Police, and left to 
their own devices they may yet 
solve the population explosion and 
the unemployment crisis at a stroke.

London's police force could attract 
the kind of supervision and scrutiny 
to which all other forces are subject. 
Quite apart from their obvious con
genital blindness, it seems that the 
London police have '. . . problems 
on a scale that no police outside 
the metropolis is ever faced with.' 
We are told 'London is the seat of 
government, the main residence of 
members of the royal family and

The address is:-
Italy '79 Committee 
c/o John Merrington
Middx Poly
White Hart Lane
London N17
801-3434

They produce a pamphlet on the 
case against the April 7th defendants 
called The Italian Inquisition?'

It's almost four years now since the
original arrests took place in the 
'April 7th' case and the defendants
are finally to come to trial. The I extended far beyond the armed
proceedings are scheduled to take organisations as such, it seeks to 
place on the 10th March in Rome, close off space for any independent 
In successive waves of arrests direc- opposition to the system by labelling 
ted against the Autonomia Operaid all its diverse elements as part of a 
(Workers' Autonomy) Movements single unified 'terrorist' conspiracy, 
in Italy — especially April 7th Tracing the 'common ancestry' of 
1979 and December 21st 1979 — Autonomia Operaia and the Red 
the state has involved more than •] Brigades from the early 70's is the 
250 people in the case. Of these, 71
now stand accused of 'association'

a centralised organisation

wrong man. In those days all the 
indications were that the police 
knew, and more important, could 
see what they were doing.

The police were winning then, to 
such an extent that Henry Root 
was provoked to declare that they 
had polished off '46' in police cus
tody, while the General Public had 
killed '7' policemen in the same 
period. Mr James Jardine of the 
Police Federation claimed this score 
was *inconclusive', and concluded 
that 'we are not in the business of 
revenge.'

All the same policemen are only 
human and would never want to be 
on the losing side. Any over enthus
iasm on Their part must be seen in 
this light and if a colleague is hit in 
the groin it is only natural they 
would want to even things up.

None of this would matter much 
if our officers had 20-20 vision, and 
a steady aim. Then they would get 
the right man and no one would 
worry very much. But an armed 
force of myopic hysterics produces 
endless headaches for the judiciary, 
who are going to have to build loop
holes in the law to allow for our 
police being such bad shots.

In the case of R v Pagett in early

farmer is closer to lite (and death) I other groups because they are em- 
than the cossetted town dweller of ploying some libertarian tactics 
either sex. Or maybe the American I now and then. Alan Albon writes 

Indian, native Australian or Kala
hari bushman (and bishwoman) if 
we are looking tor a more pro-, 
found and esoteric meaning of 
'lite'. Surely, in essence, we are all 
part of life, and that is why we 
should all be intent on defending 
this precious commodity.

I have nothing against women 
acting separately if they so desire,
it might indeed attract women 
who otherwise would have been 
too inhibited to participate. But I 
do object to the declaration of 
some feminists that women some
how possess a morally superior
right to shape the anti-nuclear cam
paign. Moreover, it seems to me
that a section of the feminist me ve- 
ment has seized upon the anti
nuclear movement, not just to 
mount an effective opposition to
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now and then. Alan All 
in the same issue of FREEDOM 
that most active pacifists now are 
anarchists. I wculd sharply disagree 
with this; most pacifists in my ex
perience are still liberals or liber
tarian in a very vague way. Further
more, most pacifists who have fil
tered into the anarchist movement 
tend to be dogmatic and condemn 
anyone who does net share their 
viewb. It's probably a mistake for 
anarchists to be caught up ir the 
violence v non-violence argument. 
For it's an interminable debate — 
when does non-violence become 
violence, how do you define one or 
the other etc — and in the end leads 
nowhere. Rather we must use those 
tactics which are most effective as 
long as they are in accordance with 
anarchist principles. If we are 
accused of aggressive male violence 

the Cruise missile etc, but also as a | by feminists or liberal pacifists, well 
tactical manoeuvre to prove the
worthiness of their ideology. A few
years ago the authoritarian left I Clearly we must be adaptable rather 
attempted mucn the same with the than adhere to static tactics. The 
Anti-Nazi League. (Whatever | crunch might well come later this 
happened to the ANL? Is it no 
longer trendy, especially as the pur
veyors of package deai politics have

n the CND? Might,| plan and crush any opposition. It's 
time For all anarchists to consider 
how to respond to this.
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organisation Potere Operaio which 
arose out of the broad political 

with a centralised organisation I movement of the 60's (and which 
which allegedly provided both a broke up in the early 70's) the 
public facade for the armed groups strategy is to impose the mozaic of 
(in particular the Red Brigades) | Autonomy onto the matrix of the 

RB. This is a fantasy which glosses 
over the differences in theory and

state. The alleged nucleus of this | practice and re-creates the history 
of the independent left in Italy in 
order to justify general repression: 
it is an attempt to criminalise 20 
years of political experience devel
oped independently of the instit
utions of hierarchy. Since the arrests 

Political Science Department of the I first began, roughly 3000
revolutionary theory and practice prisoners at any one time, (this 
on the extreme left during the mid populations is constantly changing) 
70's. 20 of these academics are still -are imprisoned in Italy. Most are 
being held four years after their held under 'preventive detention' 
arrests and almost two years since (ie in advance of any act) and given 
their commital for trial. I the imprecise nature of the accus

ations, many have no
charges substantiated against them. 
Only a small minority have ever 
been tried. Most still awaiting trial 
and under the Cossiga Decree of 
December 1979 political 'suspects' 
can be held for up to 12 years. 
Much further than this 'preventive 
justice' has been extended to a 
wider dragnet of criminalisation 
and marginalisation, thousands apart 
from these in detention have been 
subject to intimidation and isol-
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I would like to say a few words 
about the review of On Terrorism 
and the State in FREEDOM (Feb 
25th 83). The reviewer who signs 
with L plates, makes a mistake 
when he-she says: 'All the terrorist 
groups that indulge in such actions 
— IRA, PLO, ETA, Red Brigades 
etc — are just alternative govern
ments fighting for control with 
the existing governments.' But 
reality is a bit more complicated 
than that. The leaders of the IRA, 
the PLO, ETA, would like to hold 
the keys of their respective States. 
Whereas the 'Red Brigade'is nothing 
more than an armed appendage of 
the Italian State. No one who has 
read carefully this book or Guy 
Debord's Preface to the 4th Italian 
translation of The Society of the 
spectacle' could ever lump all these 
organisations in the same bag.

Of course the 'Red Brigade' 
started as a marxist-leninist outfit, 
Renato Curcio, one of its historical 
leaders once said: 'It took Stalin 20 
years to put a pick-axe in Trotsky's 
head, we are quicker'. Then Curcio

the same hierarchical structure and
ambition as the state, the solution
is simply one of military strategy,
solution that has proved very suc
cessful.

Against the Autonomia, however,
the state has learned a new method,
that of simulating its fluid character
istics. The Autonomia is the 'body | short-sighted or even colour blind 
without organs of politics, anti-
hierarchic, anti-dialectic, anti-rep
resentative. It is not only a political
project, it is a project for existence.'
An indefinable mixture of groups
and varied tendencies, of circles and
collectives without any central
organisations, the Autonomia could
only be combatted by the state by
developing a new response. The
logic displayed in the prosecution
against the 'April 7th' defendants,
its inquisitorial nature, has leapt
out of the Aristotelian logic of con
ventional argument used in just
these circumstances. Gilles Deleuze
has described this as a violation of
the principle of identity (A is always | susP|cion theY maY have hit the 
A, never B) and of the principle of
the excluded middle (either A is A
or not A). Thus, innumerable pieces
of information isolated from con
text and re-pieced together, the use
of the similarities inherent in all
leftist writings, the vagueness and

specific | elusiveness of the accusations, create
an 'orgy of identifications', of
coincidences and similarities in an
attempt to link the Autonomia
with the RB. This simulation is an
attempt to mould a unified image
which because of this very unity
and its insistent proposition by the
media of information appears to be
real.

So far this has proved to be
clumsy and schizophrenic, but the
fight is for the unitary control of

ation. Specific legal measures to do I history. If the state succeeds, then
this include 'judicial communic- the only reality will become that of
ation' (restricting one's movement authority, in which for the state
pending investigation) and 'diffida' 'everything is permitted!'
(denying rights of association).

Under cover of a 'state of emer- There is a campaign to help and
gency' escalated since 1975 with publicise the plight of the 3000 +
the support of all the major political | political prisoners in Italy, the Italy 
parties including the PCI 'special
laws' have undermined the legal
notion that the suspect is either
guilty or innocent of particular
acts. Instead he/she is charged with
'association' or 'intention'. The bur
den of proof lies now with the sus
pect to demonstrate he/she did not
have these associations or intentions.
The entire procedure has been des
cribed as an inquisition, inverting
the burden of proof of guilt that
democratic states claim to respect.

Against the Red Brigades who
speak the same language and reflect
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was prevalent, but now I think few 
anarchists would espouse it.

Heff also informs us that femin
ism is not anti-men, but, rather pro
women. This is akin to the National 
Frcnt protesting that racialism isn't 
anti-black but pro-white. If there is 
a distinct difference as Heff alludes, 
she ought really to elaborate on it. 
Perhaps the racist analogy is in
accurate, but the virulently anti
male approach of much of the 
feminist press would seerr to

against nuclear weapons is not | suggest otherwise.
Predictably, nuclear weapons are 

considered to be the most horrific 
example of male violence. I suppose 
for the seekers after simple truths 
the Freudian symbolism is too 
much to resist. Violence in our

absurd connection. The first | society is a complex phenomenon, 
statement indicates that nuclear 
weapons affect everyone; men, 
womer and children. Cruise missiles 
and their ilk will not discriminate 
among the human beings with
whore they come into contact.
Therefore everyone should become I supposition that as bearers of 
involved with preventing their children women are more closely 
involved with preventing their I involved with lite; let's not forget 

that women and men still create 
children together, though modern 
technology may be doing its best 
to alter this process. Obviously 
the woman gives birth to the child 
and suckles it in its early life. But 
both women and men raise children 
and are involved in their develop
ment.

So who is close to life — women, 
men? Perhaps the much reviled

now leapt upo 
not the same fate lie ahead of the 
anti nuclear movement itself?)

As anarchists we ought to put for
ward our own specifically anarchist 
ideas about nuclear weapons. We 
should not fellow meekly behind

agree that it is up to them to pre
vent physical (or mental) injury so 
they would intervene and physi
cally try to prevent someone who 
was attacking someone else.

The letter of Z in per (a term
I certainly do not think animals I used in Woman on the Edge of 

superior to humans and as a vegan I Time by Marge Piercy to mean a 
argue for that diet because of its person instead of the ever present 
minimal use of land which would his or him) shows a lack ot under
release large amounts of grain etc I standing of non-violent resistance 
tor starving people; if the Western | or pacifism. Non-violent resistance

_________________  ■ Anarchism and education
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feminism, anti-war, anti-nuke and
anti-racist action WE AF.E changing
consciousnesses and people in These 
areas are turning towards anarchism.
Anarchism is about now and I

tells us what we must do and the I doubt that we will be able to con- 
tnings which are causing deviations. I vince the great majority of the pub- 
She says *WE MUST BE ACTIVE I |jc that it is their liberation because 
AND WE MUST CONVINCE, yeti of the most closely held indoctrina- 
she says nothing about hew this is I tion that we must have a govern- 
to be achieved except for the refer-! ment. Yet througn the changes of 
ence at the end about nuclear consciousness through the above 
weapons, which she sees as the areas of liberation and others, 
thing which perpetuates capitalism, pecple will be closer to anarchist
Anarchism and capitalism are about thought and action than through a | supposed need for specialist people 
people and just removing or.e of direct attempt to convince any
their toys is not going to change the non-anarchist that anarchism is 
system. But it is part of the struggle right. It is in all these areas of
towards anarchy as is the abolition liberation that we should convince | Any person in non-violence would 
of animal abuse which has an inter- people aoout anarchism and at the
national multi-million pound indus- same time bring mere people into 
try built around it: 1.5 million these issues; after all once people 
animals are murdered for meat each realise the connections between all 
working day, 4.8 million animals 
are tortured in laboratories every 
year jn Britain to provide money 
for the cosmetics, household pro
duct and drug industries (the
Diggest unseen ccn going or. in this 
country).

Through

■ On *On Terrorism'.

constabulary, and diminish the
chance of them shooting their vic
tims.

My theory is in ruins, and I now
see it to have been a gross error all 
along. Though our myopic police 
force are no longer hitting their 
proposed targets, the Martin and 
Pagett cases suggest they are more 
than capable of hitting anyone else 
within range.

Back in the 1970's, when our
policemen had good vision, the
police were able to swat Blair Peach | reasonably by police for a notorious 

gunman and is so attacked that he 
can preserve his life only by killing 
or wounding . . . does the law deny 
him the right to resist?'. The position 
is not clear, but the safest bet seems 
to be to let the police shoot the 
stuffings out of you, rather than 
risk breaking the law.

In despair I turned to the New 
Law Journal, which asked of the 
Kensington incident 'is this sort of 
incident the inevitable result of a 
policy of training a large percentage 
of the police force in the use of fire
arms?'. According to this eminent 
journal the criminals in our capital 
may have cottoned-on quicker than 
the rest of us to the risks, and being 
prudently '. . . aware that they are 
more likely to come up against an 
armed police force are increasingly 
going to carry arms themselves — it 
has all the hallmarks of a vicious 
circle'. The writer is clearly a con
servative who wants to control the 
use of firearms before '. . . we all 
become used to the type of gun law 
prevalent in America.' Someone of 
more socialist inclinations may well 
have suggested we all get guns on 
prescription through the National 
Health.

The Times editorial 25th Jan
uary, 1983,'Policing for The People' 
is more realistic, while admitting

February, it was established in the | l^at ^e Metropolitan Police is 
less than efficient, public confidence 
in it has diminished’ and it is not 
formally accountable to the com-

Recent events have set me worrying
about the marksmanship of pur 
police officers; on the evidence I 
am not sure whether it would be in 
the public interest for them to be 
worse or better shots.

For many years I advocated the I motely connected with the offender 
view that we should employ severely ] — friends and friends of friends ad 

infinitum. Thus the offender by 
police, purely because I suspected I committing an offence automatic- 
this might reduce racism in the | ally subjects all his aquaintances 

however, remote 'to the risk, of 
some harm' and therefore, by apply
ing this logic to the Kensington 
shoot-out; Martin, not the police, 
would have been guilty of the man
slaughter of Waldorf, had he died 
from his wounds.

Some doubt exists as to whether 
you could legally resist the police in 
any circumstances.

In their book 'Criminal Law', 
Smith and Hogan ask: 'If D, an 
innocent person, is mistaken, even

was ambushed thanks to the priest I I enjoyed the article 'Anarchism 
Brother 'Machine-gun' Girotto and Education'by Farquhar McLay 
(never trust a priest even in radical and, to a point, agreed with it. 
clothing or with a CND badge!). The granting of the vote to the 
and from then on the 'RB' was skilled elite of the working class 
gradually decapitated of its so- in 1867, and the 1870 Education 
called historical leaders and they Act which directly resulted from 
were replaced by the Italian State's it, were key milestones in what 
home grown Murder Inc. But Curcio McLay describes as 'turning the 
who is still in prison and still a great masses into the great mouses.' 
raving Stalinist, has not yet under- The process continued with little 
stood that the 'RB' is the State, real liberalisation until the end of 
Militants never learn. world war two. From this point I

I hope all this will be of use to increasingly reject the blanket dis- 
your reviewer and your readers. As missals of education which McLay 
for the cat and the mouse on the makes. I don't agree that it is only 
frontispiece of On Terrorism, the the young blacks who seem capable 
bishop of Ely in the 16th century] of fighting back; doesn't he remem- 
once said:
"Whenever you see a book with a 
cat and mouse in the frontispiece, 
seize upon it: for the chances are 
as three to four that it will be found 
both curious and valuable'

We reserve the right to cut
letters unless otherwise I 
specified by the author. |
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The show trial of the April 7th defendants illustrates the 
strategy of the Italian State in the attempted criminalisation 
of the Workers Autonomy Movement in Italy.

Mark T
Plymouth Ararchist group

to defend their lives by involving 
the people as a whole; all of them 
resisting the Force of the oppressor.

year when the gcverriment attempts 
to install its missiles. The State will 
use all its power to carry out this

for so long. The establishment needs 
to prepare its ground well.

State repression in Italy has

of tne above they are anarchists in 
practice.

Michel Prigent
(one of the translators of the above 
mentioned works)

it's their right to criticise, but ours 
to accept or refute tneir criticism.

The initial arrest warrants were 
issued by the Veneto public prose
cuting judge Calogero (famous for 
his prosecution of fascists in the 
early 70's and closely associated 
with the Communist Party [PCI]). 
The PCI has been instrumental, 
indeed enthusiastic in its condem
nation of the Autonomy Movement: 
both because of its antagonism to 
and criticism of the institutional 
left in Italy (considering the PCI 
and Trade Unions to be its class 
enemies), and because the PCI had 
to impress the Christian Democrats 
with whom they created the 'his
toric compromise' that they could 
be a responsible party of govern
ment. It was necessary for the PCI t( 
show itself capable of 'disciplining' 
and 'controlling'the left.

organisation, the strategic leader
ship of the Red Brigades (RB), 
includes the 'star' theoreticians and 
ideologists of the autonomy move
ment in particular Toni Negri, a 
professor of political theory in the

and the leadership in planning an 
'armed insurrection against the

as far as I understand it is resistance 
against force or control which does 
not resort to violence as the means 
to resolve the conflict. It dees not 
mean that people passively accept 
the attackers' will but that they 
stana against them with the use of 
persuasion and self-defence if an 
attacker persists in a violent manner. 
Non-violent resistance is not only 
about resistance in the face of 
attack but about not escalating 
situations so as to provoke a violent 
response from another person.

Non-violence is an attitude and 
training beforehand to prevent 
violence as much as it is a method 
to resolve conflicts without the 
use of violence. It does not rely on 
a victor or a leser nor a hateful 
enemy but contacts people and 
sometimes liberates them from 
violence. That is far better than ar 
enemy who loses and seeks revenge 
with greater physical force and a 
victor who gloats at his supericrity 
and who will use violence again and 
again.

Love, peace and freedom, 
Born

As a person who has come into 
anarchism through animal libera
tion I would like to arswer a few 

ints Joanne Smith raises in her
letter (FREEDOM 11th Feb). She

All signed articles reflect 
the opinion of the authors, 

not necessarily those of 
the editorial collective.

specifically a women’s issue. Heff 
asserts that from this argument it 
therefore follows that the writer 
believes in revolution first, women's 
rights afterwards. Yet to anyone 
with just a little rationality, this is 
an

ber the events of Summer '81 in 
Liverpool 8 and Manchester (Rus- 
holme and Moss Side)? I also take 
exception to his generalisations 
about teachers as 'successive gener
ations of dupes' and 'teaching as 
we know it, has only been one 
thing, instilling an ideology to sup
port a system of exploitation*.

Perhaps this was the case and for 
the majority of teachers probably

world became vegetarian (not vegan) 
there would be 4 tons of grain for 
each third world man, woman and 
child. We have to fight the oppres
sion now and convince people as 
part of that struggle. No-one can 
fight capitalism without fighting 
the issues involved.

Non-violent resistance is not 
answer in itself but a training which 
does not perpetuate the use of 
physicai force to control other 
peoples lives. Non-violent resistance 
on a large scale eliminates any

FREEDOM
Editorial Collective

84b Whitechapel High St 
London E1

Over the years many items pub
lished by FREEDOM have caused 
the hackles to rise, but usually the 
temptation to reply has been mira
culously resisted. However, the con
torted logic exhibited in one of 
your letters in the issue of January 
15th proved to be just too galling, 
and thus broke the dam of self- 
restraint.

Your correspondent 'Heff' refers 
to a previous writer in FREEDOM 
who implied that the campaign

The original arrests in 1979 ini
tiated by the Communist Calogero 
charged the defendants with involve
ment in the kidnapping and murder 
of Aldo Moro. These charges were 
soon dropped when no evidence at 
all was adduced to press home the 
accusations. Indeed Negri was absol
ved by one of the repentant terror
ists (often the main prosecution 
witnesses), Peci, of having any 
connection with the RB. Instead a 
vaguer and more general charge: 
that of planning an 'armed insurrec
tion' since the early 1970's. Most of 
the evidence for this constructed 
after the arrests, rests primarily 
on the writings and opinions of the 
accused. In 1981 the appeals judge 
in Padova, Palombarini released 
more than 60 of those implicated 
after investigating the evidence and 
claiming that no 'centralised organ
isation' ever existed, but Calogero 
had them re-arrested under the 
same evidence, indicating that the 
state's case is schizophrenic. Despite 
the fact that the Moro charges had 
been officially dropped, the recent 
trial of the RB's accused of the 
Moro killing is being used in * man
ner prejudicial to the 'April 7th' 
defendants: the state has proceeded 
to set the trial to take place in the 
same court and with ; e same jury 
as the Moro trial. It is because of 
this that their trial has been delayed

To blame it all on men is a crass 
simplification. There isn't room 
here to write a sociological disserta
tion on the subject, bet let’s at least 
try to avoid easy sloganizing and 
meaningless jargon, likewise the

out as it was intended to protect 
the powerful.

Their Lordships for example 
could well extend the principle in 
R v Pagett to include not only 
human shields, but all persons re-

'79 Committee publishes a bulletin 
and is organising pickets, fund 
raising social events and meetings 
to cover the trials.
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as a shield in these circumstances 
'were acts which all sober and reas
onable people would inevitably rec
ognise would subject Gail to the 
risk of some harm. . .'. Clearly their 
Lordships are right, only a fool 
would come within a mile of an 
armed policeman.

All this goes to show that at 
least our senior judges are not daft, 
they do not need to bend tne law 
to let off their own people or even 
one of their flunkies. What is 
required is intelligence and a fertile 
imagination on the part of our

still is. What ne Tans to acknowledge 
is that things have changed, if not 
as spectacularly as he would desire. 
The liberalisation of education 
since 1944 has brought increasing 
numbers of working class children 
into higher education and many of 
these into teaching with a deter
mination not to continue the indoc
trination of the past. Has the writer 
failed to notice the shift of the one
time middle-class professional asso
ciations into something resembling 
trade unions? Finally, if the edu
cation system is still uniformly 
'instilling an ideology to support 
a system of exploitation' why are 
politicians like Keith Joseph, 
Rhodes Boyson and Mrs Thatcher 
herself, increasingly obsessed with 
the desire to purge the education 
system of its increasing 'subversive' 
elements?

I don't think such dismissive 
negative approaches like Farquhar 
McLay's are of value unless they 
produce some positive alternatives.

with preventing their 
with preventing their •

launch. How this can be related to 
the notion of separating women's 
liberation from revolution is be
yond me. For anarchists, revolution 
incorporates a total transformation 
of human relationships. There can 
be nc revolution which precludes 
freedom and equality for women. 
Incidentally, exactly who is re
peating this 'same old story'? May
be, 15 or so years ago this attitude

Court of Appeal, that police can
shoot innocent bystanders and
human shields. In this case, you
may recall when in 1981, Mr Pagett ( munity it serves', does not consider 
used his girlfriend as a shield in an
armed dispute with the police — the 
police shot and killed the girl. But
Pagett was convicted of her man
slaughter.

According to the Court of 
Appeal, Pagett was guilty, because 
of his '. . . act of holding Gail as a 
shield in front of him when the 

lice might well fire shots in his 
direction in self defence'. Their
Lordships found that using the girl | the centre of diplomatic and finan

cial activity.*
In other words the Metropolitan 

Police are the front line flunkies of 
the Boss Class, and as such no Min
ister, least of all Mr Whitelaw, will 
ever do anything more radical than 
issuing them all with a new set of 
contact lenses or even white sticks. 

Nothing it seems must be done 
to upset the City Police, and left to 
their own devices they may yet 
solve the population explosion and 
the unemployment crisis at a stroke.

London's police force could attract 
the kind of supervision and scrutiny 
to which all other forces are subject. 
Quite apart from their obvious con
genital blindness, it seems that the 
London police have '. . . problems 
on a scale that no police outside 
the metropolis is ever faced with.' 
We are told 'London is the seat of 
government, the main residence of 
members of the royal family and

The address is:-
Italy '79 Committee 
c/o John Merrington
Middx Poly
White Hart Lane
London N17
801-3434

They produce a pamphlet on the 
case against the April 7th defendants 
called The Italian Inquisition?'

It's almost four years now since the
original arrests took place in the 
'April 7th' case and the defendants
are finally to come to trial. The I extended far beyond the armed
proceedings are scheduled to take organisations as such, it seeks to 
place on the 10th March in Rome, close off space for any independent 
In successive waves of arrests direc- opposition to the system by labelling 
ted against the Autonomia Operaid all its diverse elements as part of a 
(Workers' Autonomy) Movements single unified 'terrorist' conspiracy, 
in Italy — especially April 7th Tracing the 'common ancestry' of 
1979 and December 21st 1979 — Autonomia Operaia and the Red 
the state has involved more than •] Brigades from the early 70's is the 
250 people in the case. Of these, 71
now stand accused of 'association'

a centralised organisation

wrong man. In those days all the 
indications were that the police 
knew, and more important, could 
see what they were doing.

The police were winning then, to 
such an extent that Henry Root 
was provoked to declare that they 
had polished off '46' in police cus
tody, while the General Public had 
killed '7' policemen in the same 
period. Mr James Jardine of the 
Police Federation claimed this score 
was *inconclusive', and concluded 
that 'we are not in the business of 
revenge.'

All the same policemen are only 
human and would never want to be 
on the losing side. Any over enthus
iasm on Their part must be seen in 
this light and if a colleague is hit in 
the groin it is only natural they 
would want to even things up.

None of this would matter much 
if our officers had 20-20 vision, and 
a steady aim. Then they would get 
the right man and no one would 
worry very much. But an armed 
force of myopic hysterics produces 
endless headaches for the judiciary, 
who are going to have to build loop
holes in the law to allow for our 
police being such bad shots.

In the case of R v Pagett in early

farmer is closer to lite (and death) I other groups because they are em- 
than the cossetted town dweller of ploying some libertarian tactics 
either sex. Or maybe the American I now and then. Alan Albon writes 

Indian, native Australian or Kala
hari bushman (and bishwoman) if 
we are looking tor a more pro-, 
found and esoteric meaning of 
'lite'. Surely, in essence, we are all 
part of life, and that is why we 
should all be intent on defending 
this precious commodity.

I have nothing against women 
acting separately if they so desire,
it might indeed attract women 
who otherwise would have been 
too inhibited to participate. But I 
do object to the declaration of 
some feminists that women some
how possess a morally superior
right to shape the anti-nuclear cam
paign. Moreover, it seems to me
that a section of the feminist me ve- 
ment has seized upon the anti
nuclear movement, not just to 
mount an effective opposition to
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now and then. Alan All 
in the same issue of FREEDOM 
that most active pacifists now are 
anarchists. I wculd sharply disagree 
with this; most pacifists in my ex
perience are still liberals or liber
tarian in a very vague way. Further
more, most pacifists who have fil
tered into the anarchist movement 
tend to be dogmatic and condemn 
anyone who does net share their 
viewb. It's probably a mistake for 
anarchists to be caught up ir the 
violence v non-violence argument. 
For it's an interminable debate — 
when does non-violence become 
violence, how do you define one or 
the other etc — and in the end leads 
nowhere. Rather we must use those 
tactics which are most effective as 
long as they are in accordance with 
anarchist principles. If we are 
accused of aggressive male violence 

the Cruise missile etc, but also as a | by feminists or liberal pacifists, well 
tactical manoeuvre to prove the
worthiness of their ideology. A few
years ago the authoritarian left I Clearly we must be adaptable rather 
attempted mucn the same with the than adhere to static tactics. The 
Anti-Nazi League. (Whatever | crunch might well come later this 
happened to the ANL? Is it no 
longer trendy, especially as the pur
veyors of package deai politics have

n the CND? Might,| plan and crush any opposition. It's 
time For all anarchists to consider 
how to respond to this.
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organisation Potere Operaio which 
arose out of the broad political 

with a centralised organisation I movement of the 60's (and which 
which allegedly provided both a broke up in the early 70's) the 
public facade for the armed groups strategy is to impose the mozaic of 
(in particular the Red Brigades) | Autonomy onto the matrix of the 

RB. This is a fantasy which glosses 
over the differences in theory and

state. The alleged nucleus of this | practice and re-creates the history 
of the independent left in Italy in 
order to justify general repression: 
it is an attempt to criminalise 20 
years of political experience devel
oped independently of the instit
utions of hierarchy. Since the arrests 

Political Science Department of the I first began, roughly 3000
revolutionary theory and practice prisoners at any one time, (this 
on the extreme left during the mid populations is constantly changing) 
70's. 20 of these academics are still -are imprisoned in Italy. Most are 
being held four years after their held under 'preventive detention' 
arrests and almost two years since (ie in advance of any act) and given 
their commital for trial. I the imprecise nature of the accus

ations, many have no
charges substantiated against them. 
Only a small minority have ever 
been tried. Most still awaiting trial 
and under the Cossiga Decree of 
December 1979 political 'suspects' 
can be held for up to 12 years. 
Much further than this 'preventive 
justice' has been extended to a 
wider dragnet of criminalisation 
and marginalisation, thousands apart 
from these in detention have been 
subject to intimidation and isol-

» I l: . . II < .Itlu _i.ALLLLLLLak.lkl_ kikiLU .

I would like to say a few words 
about the review of On Terrorism 
and the State in FREEDOM (Feb 
25th 83). The reviewer who signs 
with L plates, makes a mistake 
when he-she says: 'All the terrorist 
groups that indulge in such actions 
— IRA, PLO, ETA, Red Brigades 
etc — are just alternative govern
ments fighting for control with 
the existing governments.' But 
reality is a bit more complicated 
than that. The leaders of the IRA, 
the PLO, ETA, would like to hold 
the keys of their respective States. 
Whereas the 'Red Brigade'is nothing 
more than an armed appendage of 
the Italian State. No one who has 
read carefully this book or Guy 
Debord's Preface to the 4th Italian 
translation of The Society of the 
spectacle' could ever lump all these 
organisations in the same bag.

Of course the 'Red Brigade' 
started as a marxist-leninist outfit, 
Renato Curcio, one of its historical 
leaders once said: 'It took Stalin 20 
years to put a pick-axe in Trotsky's 
head, we are quicker'. Then Curcio

the same hierarchical structure and
ambition as the state, the solution
is simply one of military strategy,
solution that has proved very suc
cessful.

Against the Autonomia, however,
the state has learned a new method,
that of simulating its fluid character
istics. The Autonomia is the 'body | short-sighted or even colour blind 
without organs of politics, anti-
hierarchic, anti-dialectic, anti-rep
resentative. It is not only a political
project, it is a project for existence.'
An indefinable mixture of groups
and varied tendencies, of circles and
collectives without any central
organisations, the Autonomia could
only be combatted by the state by
developing a new response. The
logic displayed in the prosecution
against the 'April 7th' defendants,
its inquisitorial nature, has leapt
out of the Aristotelian logic of con
ventional argument used in just
these circumstances. Gilles Deleuze
has described this as a violation of
the principle of identity (A is always | susP|cion theY maY have hit the 
A, never B) and of the principle of
the excluded middle (either A is A
or not A). Thus, innumerable pieces
of information isolated from con
text and re-pieced together, the use
of the similarities inherent in all
leftist writings, the vagueness and

specific | elusiveness of the accusations, create
an 'orgy of identifications', of
coincidences and similarities in an
attempt to link the Autonomia
with the RB. This simulation is an
attempt to mould a unified image
which because of this very unity
and its insistent proposition by the
media of information appears to be
real.

So far this has proved to be
clumsy and schizophrenic, but the
fight is for the unitary control of

ation. Specific legal measures to do I history. If the state succeeds, then
this include 'judicial communic- the only reality will become that of
ation' (restricting one's movement authority, in which for the state
pending investigation) and 'diffida' 'everything is permitted!'
(denying rights of association).

Under cover of a 'state of emer- There is a campaign to help and
gency' escalated since 1975 with publicise the plight of the 3000 +
the support of all the major political | political prisoners in Italy, the Italy 
parties including the PCI 'special
laws' have undermined the legal
notion that the suspect is either
guilty or innocent of particular
acts. Instead he/she is charged with
'association' or 'intention'. The bur
den of proof lies now with the sus
pect to demonstrate he/she did not
have these associations or intentions.
The entire procedure has been des
cribed as an inquisition, inverting
the burden of proof of guilt that
democratic states claim to respect.

Against the Red Brigades who
speak the same language and reflect
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was prevalent, but now I think few 
anarchists would espouse it.

Heff also informs us that femin
ism is not anti-men, but, rather pro
women. This is akin to the National 
Frcnt protesting that racialism isn't 
anti-black but pro-white. If there is 
a distinct difference as Heff alludes, 
she ought really to elaborate on it. 
Perhaps the racist analogy is in
accurate, but the virulently anti
male approach of much of the 
feminist press would seerr to

against nuclear weapons is not | suggest otherwise.
Predictably, nuclear weapons are 

considered to be the most horrific 
example of male violence. I suppose 
for the seekers after simple truths 
the Freudian symbolism is too 
much to resist. Violence in our

absurd connection. The first | society is a complex phenomenon, 
statement indicates that nuclear 
weapons affect everyone; men, 
womer and children. Cruise missiles 
and their ilk will not discriminate 
among the human beings with
whore they come into contact.
Therefore everyone should become I supposition that as bearers of 
involved with preventing their children women are more closely 
involved with preventing their I involved with lite; let's not forget 

that women and men still create 
children together, though modern 
technology may be doing its best 
to alter this process. Obviously 
the woman gives birth to the child 
and suckles it in its early life. But 
both women and men raise children 
and are involved in their develop
ment.

So who is close to life — women, 
men? Perhaps the much reviled

now leapt upo 
not the same fate lie ahead of the 
anti nuclear movement itself?)

As anarchists we ought to put for
ward our own specifically anarchist 
ideas about nuclear weapons. We 
should not fellow meekly behind

agree that it is up to them to pre
vent physical (or mental) injury so 
they would intervene and physi
cally try to prevent someone who 
was attacking someone else.

The letter of Z in per (a term
I certainly do not think animals I used in Woman on the Edge of 

superior to humans and as a vegan I Time by Marge Piercy to mean a 
argue for that diet because of its person instead of the ever present 
minimal use of land which would his or him) shows a lack ot under
release large amounts of grain etc I standing of non-violent resistance 
tor starving people; if the Western | or pacifism. Non-violent resistance

_________________  ■ Anarchism and education
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feminism, anti-war, anti-nuke and
anti-racist action WE AF.E changing
consciousnesses and people in These 
areas are turning towards anarchism.
Anarchism is about now and I

tells us what we must do and the I doubt that we will be able to con- 
tnings which are causing deviations. I vince the great majority of the pub- 
She says *WE MUST BE ACTIVE I |jc that it is their liberation because 
AND WE MUST CONVINCE, yeti of the most closely held indoctrina- 
she says nothing about hew this is I tion that we must have a govern- 
to be achieved except for the refer-! ment. Yet througn the changes of 
ence at the end about nuclear consciousness through the above 
weapons, which she sees as the areas of liberation and others, 
thing which perpetuates capitalism, pecple will be closer to anarchist
Anarchism and capitalism are about thought and action than through a | supposed need for specialist people 
people and just removing or.e of direct attempt to convince any
their toys is not going to change the non-anarchist that anarchism is 
system. But it is part of the struggle right. It is in all these areas of
towards anarchy as is the abolition liberation that we should convince | Any person in non-violence would 
of animal abuse which has an inter- people aoout anarchism and at the
national multi-million pound indus- same time bring mere people into 
try built around it: 1.5 million these issues; after all once people 
animals are murdered for meat each realise the connections between all 
working day, 4.8 million animals 
are tortured in laboratories every 
year jn Britain to provide money 
for the cosmetics, household pro
duct and drug industries (the
Diggest unseen ccn going or. in this 
country).

Through

■ On *On Terrorism'.

constabulary, and diminish the
chance of them shooting their vic
tims.

My theory is in ruins, and I now
see it to have been a gross error all 
along. Though our myopic police 
force are no longer hitting their 
proposed targets, the Martin and 
Pagett cases suggest they are more 
than capable of hitting anyone else 
within range.

Back in the 1970's, when our
policemen had good vision, the
police were able to swat Blair Peach | reasonably by police for a notorious 

gunman and is so attacked that he 
can preserve his life only by killing 
or wounding . . . does the law deny 
him the right to resist?'. The position 
is not clear, but the safest bet seems 
to be to let the police shoot the 
stuffings out of you, rather than 
risk breaking the law.

In despair I turned to the New 
Law Journal, which asked of the 
Kensington incident 'is this sort of 
incident the inevitable result of a 
policy of training a large percentage 
of the police force in the use of fire
arms?'. According to this eminent 
journal the criminals in our capital 
may have cottoned-on quicker than 
the rest of us to the risks, and being 
prudently '. . . aware that they are 
more likely to come up against an 
armed police force are increasingly 
going to carry arms themselves — it 
has all the hallmarks of a vicious 
circle'. The writer is clearly a con
servative who wants to control the 
use of firearms before '. . . we all 
become used to the type of gun law 
prevalent in America.' Someone of 
more socialist inclinations may well 
have suggested we all get guns on 
prescription through the National 
Health.

The Times editorial 25th Jan
uary, 1983,'Policing for The People' 
is more realistic, while admitting

February, it was established in the | l^at ^e Metropolitan Police is 
less than efficient, public confidence 
in it has diminished’ and it is not 
formally accountable to the com-

Recent events have set me worrying
about the marksmanship of pur 
police officers; on the evidence I 
am not sure whether it would be in 
the public interest for them to be 
worse or better shots.

For many years I advocated the I motely connected with the offender 
view that we should employ severely ] — friends and friends of friends ad 

infinitum. Thus the offender by 
police, purely because I suspected I committing an offence automatic- 
this might reduce racism in the | ally subjects all his aquaintances 

however, remote 'to the risk, of 
some harm' and therefore, by apply
ing this logic to the Kensington 
shoot-out; Martin, not the police, 
would have been guilty of the man
slaughter of Waldorf, had he died 
from his wounds.

Some doubt exists as to whether 
you could legally resist the police in 
any circumstances.

In their book 'Criminal Law', 
Smith and Hogan ask: 'If D, an 
innocent person, is mistaken, even

was ambushed thanks to the priest I I enjoyed the article 'Anarchism 
Brother 'Machine-gun' Girotto and Education'by Farquhar McLay 
(never trust a priest even in radical and, to a point, agreed with it. 
clothing or with a CND badge!). The granting of the vote to the 
and from then on the 'RB' was skilled elite of the working class 
gradually decapitated of its so- in 1867, and the 1870 Education 
called historical leaders and they Act which directly resulted from 
were replaced by the Italian State's it, were key milestones in what 
home grown Murder Inc. But Curcio McLay describes as 'turning the 
who is still in prison and still a great masses into the great mouses.' 
raving Stalinist, has not yet under- The process continued with little 
stood that the 'RB' is the State, real liberalisation until the end of 
Militants never learn. world war two. From this point I

I hope all this will be of use to increasingly reject the blanket dis- 
your reviewer and your readers. As missals of education which McLay 
for the cat and the mouse on the makes. I don't agree that it is only 
frontispiece of On Terrorism, the the young blacks who seem capable 
bishop of Ely in the 16th century] of fighting back; doesn't he remem- 
once said:
"Whenever you see a book with a 
cat and mouse in the frontispiece, 
seize upon it: for the chances are 
as three to four that it will be found 
both curious and valuable'

We reserve the right to cut
letters unless otherwise I 
specified by the author. |
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The text and the work itself stands 
firmly in a tradition — Tippett's

It is a rare occasion indeed these 
days when a world premiere of a 
newly composed piece of music 
strikes an instant chord of appre
ciation in the mind of the listener.

Both 'serious' music, and such as 
'new wave' seem, to me at ieast, to 
have diverged — sadly, to extreme 
paths of impenetrability or vul
garity to a point where such values 
as beauty seem to get left behind or 
derided as bourgeois'.

Jim Huggon reviews Or shall we die? by Ian McEwan, Cape 
£4.95. Available from FREEDOM Bookshop plus 36p postage.

Michael Taylor, a reader in govern
ment at Essex Uriversity, has al
ready produced Anarchy and Co
operation (1976), applying games 
theory to politics and arguing that

sions, in Cumb/a and Jazz Fusion (j 
(chorus in parentheses): /

Who said Momma's li'l baby 
likes shortnin' bread?

Who said Momma's li'l baby 
likes shortnin' bread?

Thai's just some lie some white 
man upped 'n' said!

Momma's li'l baby don't want 
no shortnin' oread!

*

IT WAS A GENERATION 
THAT LIVED FOR KICKS.

THAT'S RIGHT... 
I WAS IN CND

Momma's li'l baby likes gold 
mines — African gold mines. 
(African gold mines?) 

Yeah, Momma's li'l baby likes 
African gold mines — African 
diamond mines! 
(African diamond mines?) 

Yeah, diamonds 'n' gold! 
Diamonds in the gold! 
(Diamonds in the gold?} 

Yeah, diamonds m the gold!

Or Shall we Die? — an oratorio 
with music by Michael Berkeley to 
a text by Ian McEwan was recently

Momma's li'l baby like inte
grated schools.

So our kids can be educated to 
act like no fools! 
(No fools, that's right!) 

Right, no fools, no foolsi 
Momma's li'l baby wants 

freedom!
(Yeah, yeah, freedom NOWI)

to hold contempt for those Harker f have one or two insertions in paren
theses which mar the flow of the 
prose, perhaps to tell us where a 
certain player had been the week 
before and what happened to him 
15 months later.

These minor, stylistic, oeefs apart, 
though, it must be said that to call 
the book 'factual' is an understate
ment. It is densely packed with 
facts, to the point of being encyclo
paedic, and must surely be the 
definitive book on the life and 
times of Charles Mingus for a long 
while to come. Brian Priestley is 
himself a musician (even playing 
bass for a time!) and is able to dis
cuss authoritatively what Mingus 
was up to in almost every major 
composirion, with chord changes, 
patterns, etc.

Indeed, for all you bass players 
out there, there are nine examples

Jazz lovers are lucky in that the 
beginnings of the music almost co
incided with the development of 
recording techniques. We may never 
know if Buddy Bolden really could 
make himself heard over 14 miles 
on a clear night, but by the time 
the 21-year-old Charles Mingus 
made his first recordirg in 1943, 
with the Louis Armstrong Orches
tra, electrical recording techniques 
had taken over from the early crude 
acoustic methods and the worid 
was ready to near every instrument 
in the orchestra doing its own 
thing.

'Our minds are clear of all 
emotion.

group decisions are likely to be 
better without the institutionalised 
authority of government and with 
the voluntary cooperation of anar- 
ch\. The treatment was highly ab
stract and heavily technical, but 
still interesting. He has now pro
duced Community, Anarchy and 
Liberty, some of which began as 
papers at academic conferences in 
1979 and 1980, and which simpli
fies and amplifies his argument.

Taylor says that he has tried 'to 
discover whether anarchy — doing 
without the state — is viable and, if 
so, what sort of anarchy that would 
be and whether it was compatible 
with certain fundamental ideals of 
communitarian anarchists and other 
socialists, notably these of liberty 
and equality'. The book consists 
mainly of dense discussion of 
theoretical issues - especially the 
problems of reconciling liberty with 
community, equality and order — 
but it also contains some descrip
tion of practical instances of 'anar
chic communities' — informal 
groups and primitive societies

positicns plus one score of a piano 
improvisation (!), an Appendix on 
non-standard chorus structures and 
an analysis of a major work. The 
Black Saint and the Sinner Lady, a 
35 page discography which I'll bet 
is complete, PLUS its own index, 
12 pages of references and a 19 
page general index! Altogether 226 
pages of text with 82 pages of 
references and appendices, etc. 
Phew!

For those of us who are not 
musicians but try to appreciate 
the music, now that Mingus is 
dead we are fortunate to have a 
large body of work on record — 
and very varied it is too. From

Community, Anarchy and Liberty, by Michael Taylor, Cambridge University Press, £14 
hardback, £4.95 paperback.
People Without Government by Howard Barclay, Kahn & Averill/Cienfuegos Press, £3.75 
paperback.

The familiar way of expounding 
anarchism is through the prescrip
tive methods of propaganda, 
whether by word or deed, or of 
action, whether indirect or direct, 
and this has been the usual proce
dure of the classic anarchist writers 
and the historical anarchist move- 
mert. But there is also what may be 
called 'academic anarchism', which 
proceeds through the descriptive 
methods of examining how groups 
possibly could or actually do func
tion in accordance with anarchist 
principles, whether consciously or 
unconsciously, and of exploring 
how such behaviour may be gen
eralised in society. This kind of 
approach has been taken by some 
anarchist writers, from Peter Kro
potkin to Colin Ward, and it may 
be seen in two recent books by aca
demic writers.

has to do with Nuclear Weapons — 
their stockpiling, proliferation and 
the possibility and perhaps inevit
ability of their use - given the 
immensity of the time span of the 
nuclear age stretching out before us.

The text — appropriately enough 
for this time of Greenham Common 
— contrasts the 'feminine' virtues of 
peace and love as against the 'mas
culine' vices of macho and aggres
sion — whilst acknowledging that 
the masculine and the feminine are 
present in all of us.

'Shall there be wcmanly times, 
or shall we die?

Are there men unafraid of 
gentleness?'

It is the yin and yang, the Newton
ian as opposed to the Einsteinian 
universe; the libertarian as opj 
to the authoritarian strand 
human nature.

The humanistic as opposed to 
religious aspect of the text is ex
plicit,

'The aircrew kneels before the 
priest

With God's blessing we deliver 
this bomb.'

nor is it merely a humanism that is 
opposed to the church as it has 
corrupted itself — but God itself. 

'Our Goa is manly! In War he 
refuses us nothing!'

The fourtn section explicitly re
cognises the militaristic role of the 
state, as the third section did of the 
church. The irony of this section is 
obvious.

given its world premiere at the , 
Festival Hall — the music was 
striking and capable of touching I 
ana moving one's emotions even at 
a first hearing. Few composers to
day are capable of that while 
writing in very much a contem
porary idiom; Aulis Sallinen and 
John Taverner perhaps — few 
others - for my taste at least.

The text has just been published 
on its own (Ian McEwan: Or Shall 
We Die. Cape £4.95 cloth). Along 
with a fascinating introductory essay 
by the author. ]

The subject matter of the oratorio I

which do seem to do without 
government.

The result is intriguing and often 
impressive, though lay readers will 
be annoyed by the ritualistic refer
ences to and debates with other 
academic writers, and may be 
amused b\ the almost total omission 
of anarchist writers. Taylor con
cludes that 'anarchy is viable to the 
extent that relations between 
people are those which are charac
teristic of community', and that 'in 
a community, social order can be 
maintained without the state; so 
too can the approximate economic 
equality which community re
quires'. But he isn't very hopeful 
abcut the development of anarchic 
communities or about the main
tenance of anarchy within or be
tween them.

Harold Barclay, a lecturer in 
anthropology at Alberta University, 
has produced People Without 
Government, a more accessible 
treatment of the same subject, 
being concerned with practical 
rather than theoretical issues. He

Momma's li'l Daby likes truffles! 
Momma's ii'l baby likes caviar! 
Momma's ii'l baby likes a// the 

good things of life — 
All the good things a real good 

person should have!

Whether the world was ready for
Charles Mingus is another matter.
Learning piano, then trombone and I significance and are somewhat 
then taking up the cello, Mingus I tating. Listeners to 
finally settled for the double bass —
by which time he matched the giant 
instrument with his own massive 
frame, and his own out-sized tem
perament as well.

Son of ar authoritarian ex
sergeant in the US Army, who was
light-skinned enough to 'pass for
white', and a mother with Chinese

than himself, while at the same
time not being accepted by the
whites. Rejecting his father's atti
tudes, from an early age and long
before the coining of 'black is
beautiful', Mingus joined those who
could use the word 'nigger' an ong
themselves but would smack in the 
mouth any white kid using it.

Small surprise, then, that as far as 
the 'life' part of this critical auto
biography is concerned, it is quite
literally a blow-by-blow account of
a man who lived on a very short
fuse — an irascible genius if you
like — among fellow musicians
working in a highly competitive,
exploited and uncertain profession,
forever travelling from one side of 
America (and, later, the world) to 
the other and hyping themselves
up on drink or drugs, always seek
ing to push the frontiers of their | of bass Parts from Mingus's com- 
music farther and farther ... far
out.

For Mingus grew into his musical
maturity during the post-war musi
cal revolution of be-Dop, avant- 
garde, 'cool', 'modern', 'angry' —
all of which were coinciding with
the black revolutionary on the 
streets — on the one hana the 
Black Power people and on the
other, the struggles for integration
in the schools, the struggles against 
discriminations on buses or in lunch 
parlours, the days of Martin Lutner 
King.

Mingus himself, however, had 
little in common witn King's non
violent philosophy. Related in this
book is the now famous story of I pastiches of old popular songs, 
how he knocked out one of trom- °'b gospels and blues, up to very 
bonist Kenny Knepper's teeth be- heavy original compositions and 
cause he refused to make altera- I extended works, Mingus rarely 
tions in the band pans just minutes
before a concert began. Just hinted
at is the hilarious incident that
ended Mingus's brief two-week'b
stay in the Ellington Orchestra. 
This cculd not, as is so often the
case, have seemed so funny at the I of Little Rock,
time, for what nappened is that brought in his own state troopers in 
Mingus and the light-skinned Puerto a last ditch attempt to prevent inte- 
Rican trombonist Juan Tizol (who gration in schools in the Deep 
in early days would have io black- South. Hear also Pithecanthropus 
up if the orchestra was playing too Erectus, ostensibly describing the 
near to the Mason-Dixon line!) had first attempts of homo sapiens to 
started sneering at each other just walk upright — but, I would say, in 
at the beginning of a performance its heavy menacing rhythms and 
on stage. It led to their both rush- pulsating bass serving notice on the 
ing off stage, then rushing back, white man that it was the American 
Tizol with a bolo knife and Mingus I blacks who were getting up off 
behind him, double bass in one I their knees.
hand and a fire axe ir the other. A more obvious protesi is (liter- 
Details vary, but it seems that the | ally) voiced, also in different ver
worst that happened was that
Tizol's chair was sliced in iwo.

The Duke's elegant and patient
request for Mingus's resignation
makes lovely reading, but for that
you have io read Mingus's own
autobiography. Beneath the Under
dog — an unholy mixture of fact 
and wild sexual fantasy ofien belied
by Mingus's own statements.

Mirgus — A Critical Biography is 
the first full-length book to con
sider his musical development as a
brilliant composer and mastei of his
instrument against the background 
of the ever-cnanging personnel of 
his sidemen and associates. This 
latter fact provides a stark contrast
with Duke Ellington and his men,
for whom a year's stay was brief — 
some staying for ten, and in one 
case over forty, years! 

Brian Priestley, hov»ever, is con
tinually trying to find parallels be
tween the two men — mainly co
incidental similarities in timing and 
age differences which really have no

irri
tating. Listeners to Priestley's 
Radio London (every Saturday,
IO am) programme of jazz records 
and venues, will however recognise 
that he has a fixation on time, 
topicalities, anniversaries and coin
cidences — for instance telling us 
something like 'just to be topical,
I should point out that record was
made exactly 27 years ago next

and English antecedents, he was I Weanesday'.
brought up In Watts (remember Similarly in the book, there is
Watts - just outside Los Angeles?) | hardly a paragraph that dees not

I r
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MINGUS — A Critical Biography, by Brian Priestley, Quartet 
Books, £13.95. Available from FREEDOM Bookshop plus 
£1.00 p & p. See also: Beneath the Underdog, by Charles 
Mingus, Penguin, £1.95 plus 50p p & p.

extended works, Mingus 
fails to catch our attention.

For sociological connections, 
listen to Fables of Faubus (re
corded in varying lengths at 
different times) composed to send 
up and put down Governor Faubus 

Arkansas, who

Pure thought alone describes the 
universe

Freely elected, chosen by the 
people,

We are the makers of laws.
Diligent, logical,disciplined men. 
In our sure hands the security of 

the state.
The defence of order, freedom, 

property,
Sovereignty, the aspirations of 

the people.
Whom we serve
— Whom we lead.
Secrecy is essential when deci

sions weigh heavy on the men 
of State,

The weak-hearted, the effem
inate, the disloyal must know 
nothing.'

Sections five, six and seven 
graphically describe the-aftermath 
of a nuclear attack; interspersed 
with McEwan's text are verses 
from William Blake.

'Here one nation stands jailer to 
its nation's minds 

here the other ransacks the 
globe, a freedom 

sustained by greed. The names 
of Lenin and Jefferson 

are mouthed, the visions are 
forgotten.

The State appoints its enemies, 
bureaucracies propound its sim

ple lies.
The allies, fawning or coercea, 

take sides.
The cult of weaponry taints 

every mind.

argues 'that anarchy is by no means 
unusual; that it is a perfectly 
common form of polity or political 
organisation. Not only is it 
common, but it is probably the 
oldest type of polity and one which 
has characterised most of human 
history.' After distinguishing be
tween anarchism (the ideology of 
society without institutionalised 
authority) and anarchy (the mere 
absence of government), and be
tween 'intentional' and 'uninten
tional' anarchies, he summarises 
the many known examples of 
anarchy — especially as recorded 
by anthropologists among hunter
gatherer, gardener, herder, and 
agricultural societies, but also in 
religious and utopian communi
ties, in revolutionary collectives 
and cooperatives and so on. The 
result, as expressed by the book's 
subtitle, is 'An Anthropology of 
Anarchism'.

Barclay's discussion is more con
crete than Taylor's. He takes his 
examples on their own terms 
rather than as illustrations of a 
thesis, and he not only recognises 
but emphasises the non-anarchist 
elements of many anarchies — the 
prevalence of patriarchy and 
tyranny of conformity in most 
primitive societies, the instability 
and ambiguity of most libertarian 
experiments. He concludes that 'the 
kind of free society which might be 
more durable and resistant to 
corruption ... would be one in 
which each person and group was 
involved in a complex web of 
mutual relations so that each bond 
within the web would act as a 
counter-balancing force to every 
other', but he adds that such an
archy is 'unlikely to be achieved' 
and that 'we are left with a poli
tics of permanent protest'.

Barclay is closer than Taylor to 
the anarchist movement. An essay 
summarising the argument of his 
book appeared in FREEDOM a 
year ago (Review, 6 March 1982); 
he acknowledges his debt to the 
pioneering works by Kropotkin 
(The State: Its Historic Role and 
Mutual Aid, both still available 
from the Freedom Bookshop); he 
refers to consciously anarchist 
attempts to establish anarchies, 
especially in the Russian and Span
ish Revolutions and in the liber

tarian communities of Britain and 
the United States; and the book has 
a short preface by Alex Comfort, 
once a leading anarchist writer in 
Britain, though not since he went 
to the United States ten years ago 
and made a fortune out of sex 

ks: he marks his return by
saying that 'anarchism is an atti
tude, not a programme', and that 
its success is to be seen not through 
revolution but through its effect on 
existing society, which may be true 
but doesn't fit the rest of the book. 

Both these books dissent from 
traditional political science in 
taking seriously the viability of 
society without government. But 
both books conform with tradition
al political science in tending to 
consider static rather than dynamic 
models. It is surely relevant that, 
while most examples of primitive 
anarchy tend to be stable, most 
examples of modern anarchy have 
appeared in the unstable circum
stances of religious reformation, 
social reform, or political revolu
tion; that most anarchist writers 
(and other socialists) have assumed 
that anarchism would be estab
lished only during or following 
revolutionary developments; and 
that most anarchists (and other 
libertarians) see a dialectical re
lationship between the experience 
of liberty and the withering away 
of the state. Here academic anar
chism must get out of the study 
into the street, and here Comfort 
in his sixties could learn some 
lessons from Comfort in his twen
ties. But meanwhile all anarchists 
can learn much from both books. 

Two closing reflections. One is 
that both books are relatively short, 
contrary to normal academic prac
tice, and that while this makes 
them more readable it also makes 
the supporting material rather thin. 
The other is that while Taylor's 
book, published by a leading uni
versity publisher, has been badly 
edited and is often unnecessarily 
obscure, Barclay's book, published 
by a small general publisher and a 
smaller anarchist publisher on the 
verge of collapse, has been excellent
ly edited and despite beginning as a 
clumsy and confused manuscript 
now reads clearly and elegantly.

Child of our Time and Britten's War 
Requiem spring to mind. McEwan 
and Berkeley take that tradition on 
into the nuclear age.

To those who would ask, what 
has all this to do with anarchism? I 
would answer that art and beauty 
are aiways in rebellion against 
authority — because they are su
premely the creations of the indi
vidual, the products of our unique
ness.

No great art has ever emerged 
from a totalitarian regime — if you 
would cite eg Shostakovich, much 
of his greatest music brought him 
the severest censure from the 
Soviet authorities.

Little great art — at least in the 
twentieth century — has survived 
the deadening effect of 'official' 
patronage. Of previous centuries 
only genius of the gigantic propor
tions of such as Bach and Mozart 
was able fully to transcend the 
severe limits of patronage; total
itarianism (as opposed to pater
nalism) being a twentieth century 
phenomenon.

As regards the volume under 
review — I wouid only urge a paper
back edition upon its cautious 
publishers in order that this text, 
together with its finely written 
introduction. De given the circu
lation it deserves.

'My subject is war and the pity 
of war

The Poetry is the pity.
All a poet can do today is warn.' 

Wilfred Owen 
killed in action 1918.
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The text and the work itself stands 
firmly in a tradition — Tippett's

It is a rare occasion indeed these 
days when a world premiere of a 
newly composed piece of music 
strikes an instant chord of appre
ciation in the mind of the listener.

Both 'serious' music, and such as 
'new wave' seem, to me at ieast, to 
have diverged — sadly, to extreme 
paths of impenetrability or vul
garity to a point where such values 
as beauty seem to get left behind or 
derided as bourgeois'.

Jim Huggon reviews Or shall we die? by Ian McEwan, Cape 
£4.95. Available from FREEDOM Bookshop plus 36p postage.

Michael Taylor, a reader in govern
ment at Essex Uriversity, has al
ready produced Anarchy and Co
operation (1976), applying games 
theory to politics and arguing that

sions, in Cumb/a and Jazz Fusion (j 
(chorus in parentheses): /

Who said Momma's li'l baby 
likes shortnin' bread?

Who said Momma's li'l baby 
likes shortnin' bread?

Thai's just some lie some white 
man upped 'n' said!

Momma's li'l baby don't want 
no shortnin' oread!

*

IT WAS A GENERATION 
THAT LIVED FOR KICKS.

THAT'S RIGHT... 
I WAS IN CND

Momma's li'l baby likes gold 
mines — African gold mines. 
(African gold mines?) 

Yeah, Momma's li'l baby likes 
African gold mines — African 
diamond mines! 
(African diamond mines?) 

Yeah, diamonds 'n' gold! 
Diamonds in the gold! 
(Diamonds in the gold?} 

Yeah, diamonds m the gold!

Or Shall we Die? — an oratorio 
with music by Michael Berkeley to 
a text by Ian McEwan was recently

Momma's li'l baby like inte
grated schools.

So our kids can be educated to 
act like no fools! 
(No fools, that's right!) 

Right, no fools, no foolsi 
Momma's li'l baby wants 

freedom!
(Yeah, yeah, freedom NOWI)

to hold contempt for those Harker f have one or two insertions in paren
theses which mar the flow of the 
prose, perhaps to tell us where a 
certain player had been the week 
before and what happened to him 
15 months later.

These minor, stylistic, oeefs apart, 
though, it must be said that to call 
the book 'factual' is an understate
ment. It is densely packed with 
facts, to the point of being encyclo
paedic, and must surely be the 
definitive book on the life and 
times of Charles Mingus for a long 
while to come. Brian Priestley is 
himself a musician (even playing 
bass for a time!) and is able to dis
cuss authoritatively what Mingus 
was up to in almost every major 
composirion, with chord changes, 
patterns, etc.

Indeed, for all you bass players 
out there, there are nine examples

Jazz lovers are lucky in that the 
beginnings of the music almost co
incided with the development of 
recording techniques. We may never 
know if Buddy Bolden really could 
make himself heard over 14 miles 
on a clear night, but by the time 
the 21-year-old Charles Mingus 
made his first recordirg in 1943, 
with the Louis Armstrong Orches
tra, electrical recording techniques 
had taken over from the early crude 
acoustic methods and the worid 
was ready to near every instrument 
in the orchestra doing its own 
thing.

'Our minds are clear of all 
emotion.

group decisions are likely to be 
better without the institutionalised 
authority of government and with 
the voluntary cooperation of anar- 
ch\. The treatment was highly ab
stract and heavily technical, but 
still interesting. He has now pro
duced Community, Anarchy and 
Liberty, some of which began as 
papers at academic conferences in 
1979 and 1980, and which simpli
fies and amplifies his argument.

Taylor says that he has tried 'to 
discover whether anarchy — doing 
without the state — is viable and, if 
so, what sort of anarchy that would 
be and whether it was compatible 
with certain fundamental ideals of 
communitarian anarchists and other 
socialists, notably these of liberty 
and equality'. The book consists 
mainly of dense discussion of 
theoretical issues - especially the 
problems of reconciling liberty with 
community, equality and order — 
but it also contains some descrip
tion of practical instances of 'anar
chic communities' — informal 
groups and primitive societies

positicns plus one score of a piano 
improvisation (!), an Appendix on 
non-standard chorus structures and 
an analysis of a major work. The 
Black Saint and the Sinner Lady, a 
35 page discography which I'll bet 
is complete, PLUS its own index, 
12 pages of references and a 19 
page general index! Altogether 226 
pages of text with 82 pages of 
references and appendices, etc. 
Phew!

For those of us who are not 
musicians but try to appreciate 
the music, now that Mingus is 
dead we are fortunate to have a 
large body of work on record — 
and very varied it is too. From

Community, Anarchy and Liberty, by Michael Taylor, Cambridge University Press, £14 
hardback, £4.95 paperback.
People Without Government by Howard Barclay, Kahn & Averill/Cienfuegos Press, £3.75 
paperback.

The familiar way of expounding 
anarchism is through the prescrip
tive methods of propaganda, 
whether by word or deed, or of 
action, whether indirect or direct, 
and this has been the usual proce
dure of the classic anarchist writers 
and the historical anarchist move- 
mert. But there is also what may be 
called 'academic anarchism', which 
proceeds through the descriptive 
methods of examining how groups 
possibly could or actually do func
tion in accordance with anarchist 
principles, whether consciously or 
unconsciously, and of exploring 
how such behaviour may be gen
eralised in society. This kind of 
approach has been taken by some 
anarchist writers, from Peter Kro
potkin to Colin Ward, and it may 
be seen in two recent books by aca
demic writers.

has to do with Nuclear Weapons — 
their stockpiling, proliferation and 
the possibility and perhaps inevit
ability of their use - given the 
immensity of the time span of the 
nuclear age stretching out before us.

The text — appropriately enough 
for this time of Greenham Common 
— contrasts the 'feminine' virtues of 
peace and love as against the 'mas
culine' vices of macho and aggres
sion — whilst acknowledging that 
the masculine and the feminine are 
present in all of us.

'Shall there be wcmanly times, 
or shall we die?

Are there men unafraid of 
gentleness?'

It is the yin and yang, the Newton
ian as opposed to the Einsteinian 
universe; the libertarian as opj 
to the authoritarian strand 
human nature.

The humanistic as opposed to 
religious aspect of the text is ex
plicit,

'The aircrew kneels before the 
priest

With God's blessing we deliver 
this bomb.'

nor is it merely a humanism that is 
opposed to the church as it has 
corrupted itself — but God itself. 

'Our Goa is manly! In War he 
refuses us nothing!'

The fourtn section explicitly re
cognises the militaristic role of the 
state, as the third section did of the 
church. The irony of this section is 
obvious.

given its world premiere at the , 
Festival Hall — the music was 
striking and capable of touching I 
ana moving one's emotions even at 
a first hearing. Few composers to
day are capable of that while 
writing in very much a contem
porary idiom; Aulis Sallinen and 
John Taverner perhaps — few 
others - for my taste at least.

The text has just been published 
on its own (Ian McEwan: Or Shall 
We Die. Cape £4.95 cloth). Along 
with a fascinating introductory essay 
by the author. ]

The subject matter of the oratorio I

which do seem to do without 
government.

The result is intriguing and often 
impressive, though lay readers will 
be annoyed by the ritualistic refer
ences to and debates with other 
academic writers, and may be 
amused b\ the almost total omission 
of anarchist writers. Taylor con
cludes that 'anarchy is viable to the 
extent that relations between 
people are those which are charac
teristic of community', and that 'in 
a community, social order can be 
maintained without the state; so 
too can the approximate economic 
equality which community re
quires'. But he isn't very hopeful 
abcut the development of anarchic 
communities or about the main
tenance of anarchy within or be
tween them.

Harold Barclay, a lecturer in 
anthropology at Alberta University, 
has produced People Without 
Government, a more accessible 
treatment of the same subject, 
being concerned with practical 
rather than theoretical issues. He

Momma's li'l Daby likes truffles! 
Momma's ii'l baby likes caviar! 
Momma's ii'l baby likes a// the 

good things of life — 
All the good things a real good 

person should have!

Whether the world was ready for
Charles Mingus is another matter.
Learning piano, then trombone and I significance and are somewhat 
then taking up the cello, Mingus I tating. Listeners to 
finally settled for the double bass —
by which time he matched the giant 
instrument with his own massive 
frame, and his own out-sized tem
perament as well.

Son of ar authoritarian ex
sergeant in the US Army, who was
light-skinned enough to 'pass for
white', and a mother with Chinese

than himself, while at the same
time not being accepted by the
whites. Rejecting his father's atti
tudes, from an early age and long
before the coining of 'black is
beautiful', Mingus joined those who
could use the word 'nigger' an ong
themselves but would smack in the 
mouth any white kid using it.

Small surprise, then, that as far as 
the 'life' part of this critical auto
biography is concerned, it is quite
literally a blow-by-blow account of
a man who lived on a very short
fuse — an irascible genius if you
like — among fellow musicians
working in a highly competitive,
exploited and uncertain profession,
forever travelling from one side of 
America (and, later, the world) to 
the other and hyping themselves
up on drink or drugs, always seek
ing to push the frontiers of their | of bass Parts from Mingus's com- 
music farther and farther ... far
out.

For Mingus grew into his musical
maturity during the post-war musi
cal revolution of be-Dop, avant- 
garde, 'cool', 'modern', 'angry' —
all of which were coinciding with
the black revolutionary on the 
streets — on the one hana the 
Black Power people and on the
other, the struggles for integration
in the schools, the struggles against 
discriminations on buses or in lunch 
parlours, the days of Martin Lutner 
King.

Mingus himself, however, had 
little in common witn King's non
violent philosophy. Related in this
book is the now famous story of I pastiches of old popular songs, 
how he knocked out one of trom- °'b gospels and blues, up to very 
bonist Kenny Knepper's teeth be- heavy original compositions and 
cause he refused to make altera- I extended works, Mingus rarely 
tions in the band pans just minutes
before a concert began. Just hinted
at is the hilarious incident that
ended Mingus's brief two-week'b
stay in the Ellington Orchestra. 
This cculd not, as is so often the
case, have seemed so funny at the I of Little Rock,
time, for what nappened is that brought in his own state troopers in 
Mingus and the light-skinned Puerto a last ditch attempt to prevent inte- 
Rican trombonist Juan Tizol (who gration in schools in the Deep 
in early days would have io black- South. Hear also Pithecanthropus 
up if the orchestra was playing too Erectus, ostensibly describing the 
near to the Mason-Dixon line!) had first attempts of homo sapiens to 
started sneering at each other just walk upright — but, I would say, in 
at the beginning of a performance its heavy menacing rhythms and 
on stage. It led to their both rush- pulsating bass serving notice on the 
ing off stage, then rushing back, white man that it was the American 
Tizol with a bolo knife and Mingus I blacks who were getting up off 
behind him, double bass in one I their knees.
hand and a fire axe ir the other. A more obvious protesi is (liter- 
Details vary, but it seems that the | ally) voiced, also in different ver
worst that happened was that
Tizol's chair was sliced in iwo.

The Duke's elegant and patient
request for Mingus's resignation
makes lovely reading, but for that
you have io read Mingus's own
autobiography. Beneath the Under
dog — an unholy mixture of fact 
and wild sexual fantasy ofien belied
by Mingus's own statements.

Mirgus — A Critical Biography is 
the first full-length book to con
sider his musical development as a
brilliant composer and mastei of his
instrument against the background 
of the ever-cnanging personnel of 
his sidemen and associates. This 
latter fact provides a stark contrast
with Duke Ellington and his men,
for whom a year's stay was brief — 
some staying for ten, and in one 
case over forty, years! 

Brian Priestley, hov»ever, is con
tinually trying to find parallels be
tween the two men — mainly co
incidental similarities in timing and 
age differences which really have no

irri
tating. Listeners to Priestley's 
Radio London (every Saturday,
IO am) programme of jazz records 
and venues, will however recognise 
that he has a fixation on time, 
topicalities, anniversaries and coin
cidences — for instance telling us 
something like 'just to be topical,
I should point out that record was
made exactly 27 years ago next

and English antecedents, he was I Weanesday'.
brought up In Watts (remember Similarly in the book, there is
Watts - just outside Los Angeles?) | hardly a paragraph that dees not

I r
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MINGUS — A Critical Biography, by Brian Priestley, Quartet 
Books, £13.95. Available from FREEDOM Bookshop plus 
£1.00 p & p. See also: Beneath the Underdog, by Charles 
Mingus, Penguin, £1.95 plus 50p p & p.

extended works, Mingus 
fails to catch our attention.

For sociological connections, 
listen to Fables of Faubus (re
corded in varying lengths at 
different times) composed to send 
up and put down Governor Faubus 

Arkansas, who

Pure thought alone describes the 
universe

Freely elected, chosen by the 
people,

We are the makers of laws.
Diligent, logical,disciplined men. 
In our sure hands the security of 

the state.
The defence of order, freedom, 

property,
Sovereignty, the aspirations of 

the people.
Whom we serve
— Whom we lead.
Secrecy is essential when deci

sions weigh heavy on the men 
of State,

The weak-hearted, the effem
inate, the disloyal must know 
nothing.'

Sections five, six and seven 
graphically describe the-aftermath 
of a nuclear attack; interspersed 
with McEwan's text are verses 
from William Blake.

'Here one nation stands jailer to 
its nation's minds 

here the other ransacks the 
globe, a freedom 

sustained by greed. The names 
of Lenin and Jefferson 

are mouthed, the visions are 
forgotten.

The State appoints its enemies, 
bureaucracies propound its sim

ple lies.
The allies, fawning or coercea, 

take sides.
The cult of weaponry taints 

every mind.

argues 'that anarchy is by no means 
unusual; that it is a perfectly 
common form of polity or political 
organisation. Not only is it 
common, but it is probably the 
oldest type of polity and one which 
has characterised most of human 
history.' After distinguishing be
tween anarchism (the ideology of 
society without institutionalised 
authority) and anarchy (the mere 
absence of government), and be
tween 'intentional' and 'uninten
tional' anarchies, he summarises 
the many known examples of 
anarchy — especially as recorded 
by anthropologists among hunter
gatherer, gardener, herder, and 
agricultural societies, but also in 
religious and utopian communi
ties, in revolutionary collectives 
and cooperatives and so on. The 
result, as expressed by the book's 
subtitle, is 'An Anthropology of 
Anarchism'.

Barclay's discussion is more con
crete than Taylor's. He takes his 
examples on their own terms 
rather than as illustrations of a 
thesis, and he not only recognises 
but emphasises the non-anarchist 
elements of many anarchies — the 
prevalence of patriarchy and 
tyranny of conformity in most 
primitive societies, the instability 
and ambiguity of most libertarian 
experiments. He concludes that 'the 
kind of free society which might be 
more durable and resistant to 
corruption ... would be one in 
which each person and group was 
involved in a complex web of 
mutual relations so that each bond 
within the web would act as a 
counter-balancing force to every 
other', but he adds that such an
archy is 'unlikely to be achieved' 
and that 'we are left with a poli
tics of permanent protest'.

Barclay is closer than Taylor to 
the anarchist movement. An essay 
summarising the argument of his 
book appeared in FREEDOM a 
year ago (Review, 6 March 1982); 
he acknowledges his debt to the 
pioneering works by Kropotkin 
(The State: Its Historic Role and 
Mutual Aid, both still available 
from the Freedom Bookshop); he 
refers to consciously anarchist 
attempts to establish anarchies, 
especially in the Russian and Span
ish Revolutions and in the liber

tarian communities of Britain and 
the United States; and the book has 
a short preface by Alex Comfort, 
once a leading anarchist writer in 
Britain, though not since he went 
to the United States ten years ago 
and made a fortune out of sex 

ks: he marks his return by
saying that 'anarchism is an atti
tude, not a programme', and that 
its success is to be seen not through 
revolution but through its effect on 
existing society, which may be true 
but doesn't fit the rest of the book. 

Both these books dissent from 
traditional political science in 
taking seriously the viability of 
society without government. But 
both books conform with tradition
al political science in tending to 
consider static rather than dynamic 
models. It is surely relevant that, 
while most examples of primitive 
anarchy tend to be stable, most 
examples of modern anarchy have 
appeared in the unstable circum
stances of religious reformation, 
social reform, or political revolu
tion; that most anarchist writers 
(and other socialists) have assumed 
that anarchism would be estab
lished only during or following 
revolutionary developments; and 
that most anarchists (and other 
libertarians) see a dialectical re
lationship between the experience 
of liberty and the withering away 
of the state. Here academic anar
chism must get out of the study 
into the street, and here Comfort 
in his sixties could learn some 
lessons from Comfort in his twen
ties. But meanwhile all anarchists 
can learn much from both books. 

Two closing reflections. One is 
that both books are relatively short, 
contrary to normal academic prac
tice, and that while this makes 
them more readable it also makes 
the supporting material rather thin. 
The other is that while Taylor's 
book, published by a leading uni
versity publisher, has been badly 
edited and is often unnecessarily 
obscure, Barclay's book, published 
by a small general publisher and a 
smaller anarchist publisher on the 
verge of collapse, has been excellent
ly edited and despite beginning as a 
clumsy and confused manuscript 
now reads clearly and elegantly.

Child of our Time and Britten's War 
Requiem spring to mind. McEwan 
and Berkeley take that tradition on 
into the nuclear age.

To those who would ask, what 
has all this to do with anarchism? I 
would answer that art and beauty 
are aiways in rebellion against 
authority — because they are su
premely the creations of the indi
vidual, the products of our unique
ness.

No great art has ever emerged 
from a totalitarian regime — if you 
would cite eg Shostakovich, much 
of his greatest music brought him 
the severest censure from the 
Soviet authorities.

Little great art — at least in the 
twentieth century — has survived 
the deadening effect of 'official' 
patronage. Of previous centuries 
only genius of the gigantic propor
tions of such as Bach and Mozart 
was able fully to transcend the 
severe limits of patronage; total
itarianism (as opposed to pater
nalism) being a twentieth century 
phenomenon.

As regards the volume under 
review — I wouid only urge a paper
back edition upon its cautious 
publishers in order that this text, 
together with its finely written 
introduction. De given the circu
lation it deserves.

'My subject is war and the pity 
of war

The Poetry is the pity.
All a poet can do today is warn.' 

Wilfred Owen 
killed in action 1918.

•It

•!•

•!•

•!•



The Vancouver 5

Niemand Stercus

Turks in Germany

f

In Brief

AGAINST ANARCHO-SYNDICALISMDWELLER CONTROL

Sheffield -
Peace City?

»

Alan Albon Steve W 7

•A

•!•

• •

•!•

•!• •!•

•!•

•!•

•It

•!•

•It

•it

•!•

•It

•!•

•It

Survey shocks (An Occasional 
Series), from The Tablet (Roman

Communist Party officials in Man
churia have been ordered not to 
splash rain water on pedestrians as 
they drive by in their limousines.

Dissident intellectuals have pub
lished a report claiming that people 
have little chance of surviving a 
nuclear attack. Even if they do 
manage this, they have absolutely 
no hope of finding any medical

high, however, that the rates are a 
rent in themselves.

Building defects in postwar build
ing are themselves a major factor 
in postwar housing costs.

It has to be accepted that

The idea of National Service for the 
young unemployed has appeared 
again. The Ministry of Defence is 
said to be considering taking on 
school leavers under the Youth 
Training Scheme. This lasts a 
year, including 13 weeks 'training'. 
This could be in the services 'if 
they so wish'.

Five comrades in British Colombia, 
Canada, have been arrested for the 
May 1982 bombing and total de
struction of a power station on 
Vancouver Island. The opposition 
to the construction of the £500,0
power substation had been wide
spread, due to the environmental 
dangers and the destruction it 
would bring to native people's 
lands and residents' homes.

Due to this widespread solidarity 
the police were unable to turn up 
any scraps of evidence after 8 
months of intensive investigation.

The five — Brent Taylor, Gerald 
Hannah, Ann Hanson, Juliet Belmas 
and Douglas Steward - have been 
'tried, judged and convicted with-

Catholic weekly. Most Britons still 
believe in Sin and nearly a third 
believe in Hell and the Devil. This 
includes the 15% of atheists who 
believe in sin and 4% in the Devil.

Nick Cowan is director and secre
tary of the London Clearing Banks 
Employers. It may be assumed that 
he has a clear understanding of 
what is best for the capitalist sys
tem. He has written an article in 
Personnel Management. He is in 
favour of union officials. They 
have a restraining influence on 
their members, sometimes taking 
a line which is 'unpopular'. He 
thinks that secret ballots could 
'play into the hands of militants'.

LOOK... I ALWAYS SWIM 
WITH THE TIOE...OH THE 

CREST OF THE WAVES. 
I HICHT GET A JOB AS A 
K CLEAR...

Turkish solidarity groups Hoeck' 
Der and Der-Sol Colerrimci Sol, 
are being banned in the interests 
of national security. The Turkish 
government has pressured the 
German Minister of the Interior, 
Zimmerman, to deport anyone 
involved with these groups. The 
German government which pro

In practice I think the syndicalist 
system would have a strorg ten
dency to achieve a hierarchical 
structure. This would occur as it 
wen, from factory to region and to 

however confederal the

help for any minor cuts and bruises 
they may have suffered. The report 
contrasts this with the official 
government line on the subject. The 
authors go under the sinister sound
ing title of the British Medical 
Association.

Controversy has been raised by pro
posals to give the police power to 
search body orifices, presumably 
looking for seat belt fastenings or 
devices to give your motor bike 
more than 12 horse power. However, 
the argument has, at a stroke, 
become academic. The police them
selves have become squeamish and 
an editorial in Police Review re
jects 'powers that few police officers 
want, none of them need and hardly 
any of them will exercise.'

The proportion of Britain's income 
given to military expenditure will 
soon be back to the levels of the 
1960's according to an analysis by 
the Bradford School of Peace 
Studies. It has been growing at an 
annual rate of 4.3%. The official 
NATO target is 3%. Including the 
costs of the Falklands garrison, for
mally covered by a 'contingency 
fund', the budget will be more than 
6% of the gross national product. 
This is expected to fall by 1.2%. 
Over the five years to 1984 defence 
spending will have risen by 23.3%. 
The only comparable areas of 
government spending are law and 
order (30.1%) and social security 
(all that dole money, 21%). There 
are cuts of 6.4% on education, 

' 54.8% on housing and 15.5% on 
foreign aid.

ability to use sensationalist presen
tations to manipulate the public.

SUPPORT THE VANCOUVER 
FIVE.

Sheffield Peace Centre has now 
been open since January 10th (see 
FREEDOM 29/1/83) and in this 
time a number of important lessons 
have been learnt that apply to the 
whole anarcho-pacifist movement 
in this country.

The centre was initiated by a 
group of around 30 people, indi
viduals who wished to become in
volved in NVDA against the War
fare State in the year of Cruise and 
Trident and who felt alienated by 
the structures and leadership of the 
local 'official' peace groups. It is 
run on a non-hierarchical basis and 
was intended to provide a focus for 
activists in the area as a place where 
'the public' could come for infor
mation and a cup of tea in a wel
coming atmosphere. We have a 
library and bookshop stocking a 
wide range of pacifist, ecological, 
feminist, libertarian and animal 
rights literature, posters, badges etc; 
a creche and vegan/vegetarian cafe 
as well as rooms where we can hold 
meetings and workshops and put on 
films and music.

The centre has been well support
ed by 'the public' and grass roots 
members of local peace groups as 
well as organisations such as WRI, 
PPU and NPC. Also many individ
uals have come to Sheffield from 
other parts of the country to help 
us, some subsequently deciding to 
stay in Sheffield.

We have run coaches to the last 
blockade at Molesworth and for the 

. demo outside the trial of the

For more information contact: 
Montreal Citizens for Survival 
C P no 2
Succ La Cite
Montreal, Quebec
Canada H2W 2M9 
or write to the five themselves at: 
Lower Mainland Regional Correc
tion Centre
Drawer 0
Burnaby, British Colombia
Canada V5H 3N4

out the benefit of a jury' through 
the police directed media cam
paign. The media have labelled the 
5 as terrorists without any evidence 
whilst omitting that the police 
themselves have a history of crimi
nal convictions. The media has al
so omitted that the 5 are all active 
in struggles for human dignity - 
native people's rights, women's 
rights, anti-pornographic, welfare 
and wage demands, prisoner sup
port groups etc. The terrorist tac
tics of the state and the media have 
tried the five on their effectiveness 
in human struggles.

What is on trial here is the State's 
effectiveness in restricting people's 
rights to political dissent and its

posed this law on the 9th of Janu
ary has marked for a long time 
Turkey's fascist regime giving 
£200,000 for weapons and tools 
of suppression to the secret ser
vice. The deportation to Turkey 
will mean death to those who 
have been involved in the resis
tance. Lists of those involved in

groups eg CND, ANC. We, having 
speeded up the provision of this 
Peace Shop, are now being evicted 
by the Council (Sheffield City 
Council v 'Persons Unknown' at 
Leeds High Court on March 14th — 
supporters welcome) — so much for 
Peace City. Whether we gain 
another building or not the spirit 
will be carried forward.

Anyone who had any illusions 
about the 'good intentions' of the 
council or working through the 
hierarchical structures of CND has 
had them completely shattered, as 
a result a lot of people have been 
drawn into the Sheffield Anarchist 
Group which is now healthier than 
it has been for many years. In 
addition Sheffield now has an 
active University group (Black 
Rat) and the old Sheffield Anar
chist paper has been revived.

The main lessons from our ex
perience are firstly that it is possible 
to work for peace in an anarchist 
way. Secondly, we have learnt the 
dangers inherent in trusting Coun
cillors and in working within the 
structure of CND. Meanwhile the 
Centre still needs support and 
more than anything funds to help 
clear our debts.
Contact:
Sheffield Peace Centre 
94, Surrey St,
Sheffield S1,
S Yorks.

Frcm time to time in the liber
tarian press one hears the view that 
what is needed to pct anarchism in
to practice on a large scale is the 
creation of a strong Anarcho- 
Syndicalist movement. This is a 
viewpoint I would disagree with. 
What I would like to do is express 
my views against Anarcho-Syndical
ism anc try to indicate what I think 
anarchists should be attempting to 
do.

The first thing to de is to look at 
Trade Unionism in the context of 
late twentieth certury capitalist 
society. Trade Unionism is based 
upon piecemeal reforms, such as 
better working conditions, better 
health and safety at work and, of 
course, better rates of pay. These 
things are obviously desirable, but 
some libertarians seem to confuse 
'militant trade unionism'with liber
tarian organisation. I think it is not 
and could never be ir the type of

Two new books examine the 
evidence around the massacre at the 
prison at Paracuellos during the 
Spanish Civil War. This was the 
most significant atrocity attributed 
to the Republican side and was 
much exploited by the Franco 
regime. The books disagree. One 
attributes blame to Santiago Carillo, 
who was in charge of security in 
Madrid. The other pinpoints the 
Communist Party, under direct con
trol from Moscow. As Carillo ended 
up as leader of the CP, it seems a 
rather pointless argument.

The above house has a typical 
history, it is situated opposite the 
house in which I live, which we 
occupied in July 1981. Our own 
house was in too bad a state to be 
made habitable within the money 
available. We therefore did a lot of 
the work necessary to bring the 
house into use. The house opposite 
was occupied by squatters who 
were evicted in July 1981. In the 
following December the premises 
caught fire, as a result the windows 
in the top two floors were smashed 
to let out the smoke and steam.
The house has now been empty for 
more than a year, since the fire. 
This saga is repeated endlessly all 
over the country. The house is •
owned by the local authority, who 
,find that the cost of repair is beyond 
what they are allowed in grants. 
Most of the empty property, 
however, is in private hands, (see 
chart on empty houses in cities) 

There was a scheme in which co
operatives could bring shortlife 
property into use funded by the 
Housing Corporation. Money has 
been allocated for this purpose but 
the restrictions recently placed on
using the best source of empty | although the prospects for coop-1 

erative building have improved, the 
gentrification of large areas has| 
pushed prices up for the less fortun
ate members of society. Collective 
building and living is one way of 
combatting rising prices in an in
creasingly jungle like society.

As Ward says in the two ultimate 
chapters:-

'Hem med in as they are by the usual 
top-heavy absurdities of the way in 
which housing finance is managed, 
the first of the new Liverpool co
ops at Weller Street, demanded a 
great deal from its members. But 
their experience represents an enor
mous step forward from the kind of 
housing provision which the polit
ical left is so anxious to defend.

Dweller satisfaction, as anyone 
outside public provision knows, 
relates not to officially measured 
housing standards, but to the degree 
of dweller control. This is the mes
sage of my own accumulation of 
comments on whatever happened 
to be current housing issues, just as 
it is that of the various guidebooks 
to alternatives in housing.'

anti-fascist organisations in Ger
many have been published in 
Ankarra. Protests are now being 
carried out. There have been de
monstrations and the occupation 
of the Turkish Consulate in 
Cologne. Please write letters of pro
test against this law to the Turkish 
and German Consulates.

the\ de net look deeply enough at | would be that of fighting the profit 
the reasons for the development of system as a means to fight pollution, 
factories in a capitalist society. The It is very similar to the writings of 
main reason was to de with hierar- Marx, where he seems to see 
chy and coercion. If I can put it 'nature' as art inert background for 
quite simply, the employers wanted the class struggle tc take piace in. 
to have their er.pioyees under cen- I think this also is rooted in nine- 
tralised control. With the centralised teenth century beliefs in progress, 
resources of much of modern I What it fails to do is examine in a 

deeper, more thorough, way the 
problem of hi man beings domi
nating each other and the eco

women from Greenham Common 
and we are also planning actions in 
Yorkshire, possibly to coincide 
with the Easter actions organised 
by CND.

The centre has generated a lot of 
positive energy, being a microcosm 
of an anarchist society; it has 
brought together like-minded 
people from Sheffield and else
where, many of whom have gained 
experience of communal living for 
the first time.

The reaction from the Council 
and CND has been predictable. At 
a well-orchestrated 'emergency' 
CND meeting the city group con
demned our action and subsequent 
attempts to win over the Peace 
Liason Committee (an umbrella 
group for Sheffield's 30 odd Peace 
Groups) have met with only partial 
success. After Roger Boron, Chair
man [sic] of the Council's'Nuclear 
Free Zone Advisory Committee' 
had turned off our electricity 
supply within 24 hours of our 
moving in and without any consul
tation relations with the Council 
improved briefly when we nego
tiated directly with David Blunkett, 
leader of the Council. We obtained 
an agreement which was intended 
to provide continuity between our 
Centre and a new building pro
vided by the Council. Now the 
Council has provided the PLC with 
a tiny shop to be run by a Com
mittee of prominent hacks and 
which will probably only stock 
literature of the official peace

houses, those owned by the local 
authority, has brought this to an 
end, so the money allocated is 
unlikely to be taken up.

The worst thing that can happen 
to a house is for it to be left empty, 
for apart from its attraction as a 
playground and a source of revenue 
to scrap dealers, once the wood
work is exposed to more than 15% 
damp, attack by timber fungus is 
certain. In the interests of saving 
money which cannot feed or shelter 
a person, real capital is steadily rot
ting away.

As Ward succinctly observes the 
first principle of Anarchist housing 
is dweller control, not government 
or local authority or private land
lord control. This is achieved by 
owner occupation today, but this 
leaves out those whose circum
stances as poorly paid workers, 
single families or unemployed in a 
very disadvantaged state. Single 
young people particularly are with
out provision.

The growth of co-ops and squat
ting has been the answer to this 
problem by many young people 

O and living communally has great

Housing — An Anarchist Approach radvantages over grotty bedsits. The
Colin Ward. Published by FREE- pressure to provide traditional family
DOM Press — new edition with post- apartments is still great. Difficulties 
script. £2.25 plus postage. | are still put in the way of organ

isations which provide communal 
accommodation for young people. 

The cost of public housing has 
been astronomical as with every
other government-provided service. 
The mistakes have been on the 
practical, the environmental and 
the cost level. The provision has 
been paternalistic in the extreme. 
There has been little consultation 
with residents and maintenance 
services have been getting worse 
and worse and often below the 
standard demanded of other organ
isations.

What artifically increases the
cost of building is the exorbitant 
price of land, high interest repay
ments and large bureaucratic costs. 
It was possible some thirty years
ago, after one had overcome the
bureaucracy, for relatively poorly| society we live in now. An obvious 

point would be the support of pay 
differentials. The effect of this is to 
turn people against each other, not

paid people to self build, but now 
this can mostly be done through 
cooperatives. The cost of other
local government services are so J something that I think many anar

chists would consider desirable! 
Most union activity is firmly under 
the leaaership's control ard often 
of a very token nature. Such rank 
and file activity as there is is often 
disapproved of! 7rade Unionism 
has io accept the logic of the fac
tory system and bargaining with 
the emplcyers. In this day, I feel 
the basic point is that any form of 
unionism, whatever ideas it was 
based on, would have a strong 
movement to become reformist and 
so reach the situation we have got 
to today.

Sixty years ago there were many 
revolutionary syndicalist organisa
tions whose intent was to do away 
with capitalism one way or another. 
For a variety of reasons, it seems to 
me pecple became accustomed to a 
factory environment, in a way they 
can e to accept it. Another thing is 
of course that living standards (al
though they are probably falling 
now) have improved a lot since 
sixty years ago. In those days for 
seme people it seemed a question 
of social revolution for survival. 
Nowadays many people would find 
that viewpoint very strange.

The main point behind Anarcho- 
Syndicalist organisation is to create 
an anarchist society by the control 
of the means of production by the 
syndicates. On the surface this 
view appears very reasonable. 
Where I feel they go wrong is that

do not understand the use of a par
ticular technclogy there is always 
the danger of people dominating 
other people by their superior 
knowledge of a particular process. 
Where and when such cases wnicn 
require expertise arise, only if the 
experts are accountable to the 
community will it help to prevent 
the formation of elite groups.

From an ecological point of view 
much damage is done by pollutants 
being released in large quantities 
from factories. Much of this can be 
seer as a relationship between 
social and technological factors.

I feel that Anarcho-Syndicalism is 
rooted in a nineteenth century 
viewpoint of the beneficial value of 
endless technological 'advances'. I 
think there is a serious under
estimation of the problem of tech
nology and human liberation. There 
is the point that much of modern 
technology can mould people's be
haviour in various ways to conform 
with it. (Nuclear power and the 
motor car industry, would be Iwo 
cases in point.)

Another criticism I have of 
Anarcho-Syndicalism is that, like 
Marxism, it seems to see the prob
lem of human liberation in eco
nomic terms. This is a viewpoint 
that is too simple. An example

capitalist society factory produc
tion is on tne whole essential. There 
is no gcod reason why factory pro
duction should continue to exist in | system, 
a libertarian society, if one also 
questions technology.

A problem with the Anarcho- 
Syndicalist view is that even if the 
factories were taken over by the
syndicates, the individual worker I nation,
would still understand only a part rhetoric that went with it. From 
of the process of production — the this it would seem that forms of 
part that person worked on. The the state's administrative organs 
whoie Factory system is very much would still be kept to keep things 
structured to ensure a bureaucracy under control. To me it would 
would spring up to coordinate the seem likely that this could end in 
process of production. In a factory some type of dictatorship.
based industrial society I find it I think the type of society anar- 
difficult to see what could be dene chists should be trying to achieve
to prevent this. would be a federation of small

In a libertarian society I feel it communities organised on a face to
would be important that people face democracy basis. The type of
should understand as much of the technology would be both eco-
technology used as possible. If they | logically sound ar.d understandable 

to the individual. Of course I 
realise the danger of laying too 
rigid a blueprint down of what a 
future society would resemble as 
this itself could hinder further 
progress.

Having criticised Anarcho-Syndi
calism, what form of organisation 
can I suggest in its place? I think it 
is possible to get reformist demands 
realised by libertarian methods 
rather than reformist methods. Part 
of the function of direct action 
autonomous groups, if created, 
would be for this as well as to try 
and break down the factory system 
and create communities of face to 
face democracy. I think anarchists 
should be involved in this type of 
activity rather than trying to create 
a large Anarcho-Syndicalist organi
sation. Much work has been done 
on alternative and ecological tech
nology (and much has yet to be 
dor.e). This I think is also of much 
importance to anarchists.

I hope by what I have written to 
help stimulate ideas about new 
forms of libertarian organisation. 
Obviously what I have written will 
contain much other people will dis
agree with or wish to elaborate 
further. Perhaps it will bring new 
ideas into the open!
D Dane
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Communist Party officials in Man
churia have been ordered not to 
splash rain water on pedestrians as 
they drive by in their limousines.

Dissident intellectuals have pub
lished a report claiming that people 
have little chance of surviving a 
nuclear attack. Even if they do 
manage this, they have absolutely 
no hope of finding any medical

high, however, that the rates are a 
rent in themselves.

Building defects in postwar build
ing are themselves a major factor 
in postwar housing costs.

It has to be accepted that

The idea of National Service for the 
young unemployed has appeared 
again. The Ministry of Defence is 
said to be considering taking on 
school leavers under the Youth 
Training Scheme. This lasts a 
year, including 13 weeks 'training'. 
This could be in the services 'if 
they so wish'.

Five comrades in British Colombia, 
Canada, have been arrested for the 
May 1982 bombing and total de
struction of a power station on 
Vancouver Island. The opposition 
to the construction of the £500,0
power substation had been wide
spread, due to the environmental 
dangers and the destruction it 
would bring to native people's 
lands and residents' homes.

Due to this widespread solidarity 
the police were unable to turn up 
any scraps of evidence after 8 
months of intensive investigation.

The five — Brent Taylor, Gerald 
Hannah, Ann Hanson, Juliet Belmas 
and Douglas Steward - have been 
'tried, judged and convicted with-

Catholic weekly. Most Britons still 
believe in Sin and nearly a third 
believe in Hell and the Devil. This 
includes the 15% of atheists who 
believe in sin and 4% in the Devil.

Nick Cowan is director and secre
tary of the London Clearing Banks 
Employers. It may be assumed that 
he has a clear understanding of 
what is best for the capitalist sys
tem. He has written an article in 
Personnel Management. He is in 
favour of union officials. They 
have a restraining influence on 
their members, sometimes taking 
a line which is 'unpopular'. He 
thinks that secret ballots could 
'play into the hands of militants'.

LOOK... I ALWAYS SWIM 
WITH THE TIOE...OH THE 

CREST OF THE WAVES. 
I HICHT GET A JOB AS A 
K CLEAR...

Turkish solidarity groups Hoeck' 
Der and Der-Sol Colerrimci Sol, 
are being banned in the interests 
of national security. The Turkish 
government has pressured the 
German Minister of the Interior, 
Zimmerman, to deport anyone 
involved with these groups. The 
German government which pro

In practice I think the syndicalist 
system would have a strorg ten
dency to achieve a hierarchical 
structure. This would occur as it 
wen, from factory to region and to 

however confederal the

help for any minor cuts and bruises 
they may have suffered. The report 
contrasts this with the official 
government line on the subject. The 
authors go under the sinister sound
ing title of the British Medical 
Association.

Controversy has been raised by pro
posals to give the police power to 
search body orifices, presumably 
looking for seat belt fastenings or 
devices to give your motor bike 
more than 12 horse power. However, 
the argument has, at a stroke, 
become academic. The police them
selves have become squeamish and 
an editorial in Police Review re
jects 'powers that few police officers 
want, none of them need and hardly 
any of them will exercise.'

The proportion of Britain's income 
given to military expenditure will 
soon be back to the levels of the 
1960's according to an analysis by 
the Bradford School of Peace 
Studies. It has been growing at an 
annual rate of 4.3%. The official 
NATO target is 3%. Including the 
costs of the Falklands garrison, for
mally covered by a 'contingency 
fund', the budget will be more than 
6% of the gross national product. 
This is expected to fall by 1.2%. 
Over the five years to 1984 defence 
spending will have risen by 23.3%. 
The only comparable areas of 
government spending are law and 
order (30.1%) and social security 
(all that dole money, 21%). There 
are cuts of 6.4% on education, 

' 54.8% on housing and 15.5% on 
foreign aid.

ability to use sensationalist presen
tations to manipulate the public.

SUPPORT THE VANCOUVER 
FIVE.

Sheffield Peace Centre has now 
been open since January 10th (see 
FREEDOM 29/1/83) and in this 
time a number of important lessons 
have been learnt that apply to the 
whole anarcho-pacifist movement 
in this country.

The centre was initiated by a 
group of around 30 people, indi
viduals who wished to become in
volved in NVDA against the War
fare State in the year of Cruise and 
Trident and who felt alienated by 
the structures and leadership of the 
local 'official' peace groups. It is 
run on a non-hierarchical basis and 
was intended to provide a focus for 
activists in the area as a place where 
'the public' could come for infor
mation and a cup of tea in a wel
coming atmosphere. We have a 
library and bookshop stocking a 
wide range of pacifist, ecological, 
feminist, libertarian and animal 
rights literature, posters, badges etc; 
a creche and vegan/vegetarian cafe 
as well as rooms where we can hold 
meetings and workshops and put on 
films and music.

The centre has been well support
ed by 'the public' and grass roots 
members of local peace groups as 
well as organisations such as WRI, 
PPU and NPC. Also many individ
uals have come to Sheffield from 
other parts of the country to help 
us, some subsequently deciding to 
stay in Sheffield.

We have run coaches to the last 
blockade at Molesworth and for the 

. demo outside the trial of the

For more information contact: 
Montreal Citizens for Survival 
C P no 2
Succ La Cite
Montreal, Quebec
Canada H2W 2M9 
or write to the five themselves at: 
Lower Mainland Regional Correc
tion Centre
Drawer 0
Burnaby, British Colombia
Canada V5H 3N4

out the benefit of a jury' through 
the police directed media cam
paign. The media have labelled the 
5 as terrorists without any evidence 
whilst omitting that the police 
themselves have a history of crimi
nal convictions. The media has al
so omitted that the 5 are all active 
in struggles for human dignity - 
native people's rights, women's 
rights, anti-pornographic, welfare 
and wage demands, prisoner sup
port groups etc. The terrorist tac
tics of the state and the media have 
tried the five on their effectiveness 
in human struggles.

What is on trial here is the State's 
effectiveness in restricting people's 
rights to political dissent and its

posed this law on the 9th of Janu
ary has marked for a long time 
Turkey's fascist regime giving 
£200,000 for weapons and tools 
of suppression to the secret ser
vice. The deportation to Turkey 
will mean death to those who 
have been involved in the resis
tance. Lists of those involved in

groups eg CND, ANC. We, having 
speeded up the provision of this 
Peace Shop, are now being evicted 
by the Council (Sheffield City 
Council v 'Persons Unknown' at 
Leeds High Court on March 14th — 
supporters welcome) — so much for 
Peace City. Whether we gain 
another building or not the spirit 
will be carried forward.

Anyone who had any illusions 
about the 'good intentions' of the 
council or working through the 
hierarchical structures of CND has 
had them completely shattered, as 
a result a lot of people have been 
drawn into the Sheffield Anarchist 
Group which is now healthier than 
it has been for many years. In 
addition Sheffield now has an 
active University group (Black 
Rat) and the old Sheffield Anar
chist paper has been revived.

The main lessons from our ex
perience are firstly that it is possible 
to work for peace in an anarchist 
way. Secondly, we have learnt the 
dangers inherent in trusting Coun
cillors and in working within the 
structure of CND. Meanwhile the 
Centre still needs support and 
more than anything funds to help 
clear our debts.
Contact:
Sheffield Peace Centre 
94, Surrey St,
Sheffield S1,
S Yorks.

Frcm time to time in the liber
tarian press one hears the view that 
what is needed to pct anarchism in
to practice on a large scale is the 
creation of a strong Anarcho- 
Syndicalist movement. This is a 
viewpoint I would disagree with. 
What I would like to do is express 
my views against Anarcho-Syndical
ism anc try to indicate what I think 
anarchists should be attempting to 
do.

The first thing to de is to look at 
Trade Unionism in the context of 
late twentieth certury capitalist 
society. Trade Unionism is based 
upon piecemeal reforms, such as 
better working conditions, better 
health and safety at work and, of 
course, better rates of pay. These 
things are obviously desirable, but 
some libertarians seem to confuse 
'militant trade unionism'with liber
tarian organisation. I think it is not 
and could never be ir the type of

Two new books examine the 
evidence around the massacre at the 
prison at Paracuellos during the 
Spanish Civil War. This was the 
most significant atrocity attributed 
to the Republican side and was 
much exploited by the Franco 
regime. The books disagree. One 
attributes blame to Santiago Carillo, 
who was in charge of security in 
Madrid. The other pinpoints the 
Communist Party, under direct con
trol from Moscow. As Carillo ended 
up as leader of the CP, it seems a 
rather pointless argument.

The above house has a typical 
history, it is situated opposite the 
house in which I live, which we 
occupied in July 1981. Our own 
house was in too bad a state to be 
made habitable within the money 
available. We therefore did a lot of 
the work necessary to bring the 
house into use. The house opposite 
was occupied by squatters who 
were evicted in July 1981. In the 
following December the premises 
caught fire, as a result the windows 
in the top two floors were smashed 
to let out the smoke and steam.
The house has now been empty for 
more than a year, since the fire. 
This saga is repeated endlessly all 
over the country. The house is •
owned by the local authority, who 
,find that the cost of repair is beyond 
what they are allowed in grants. 
Most of the empty property, 
however, is in private hands, (see 
chart on empty houses in cities) 

There was a scheme in which co
operatives could bring shortlife 
property into use funded by the 
Housing Corporation. Money has 
been allocated for this purpose but 
the restrictions recently placed on
using the best source of empty | although the prospects for coop-1 

erative building have improved, the 
gentrification of large areas has| 
pushed prices up for the less fortun
ate members of society. Collective 
building and living is one way of 
combatting rising prices in an in
creasingly jungle like society.

As Ward says in the two ultimate 
chapters:-

'Hem med in as they are by the usual 
top-heavy absurdities of the way in 
which housing finance is managed, 
the first of the new Liverpool co
ops at Weller Street, demanded a 
great deal from its members. But 
their experience represents an enor
mous step forward from the kind of 
housing provision which the polit
ical left is so anxious to defend.

Dweller satisfaction, as anyone 
outside public provision knows, 
relates not to officially measured 
housing standards, but to the degree 
of dweller control. This is the mes
sage of my own accumulation of 
comments on whatever happened 
to be current housing issues, just as 
it is that of the various guidebooks 
to alternatives in housing.'

anti-fascist organisations in Ger
many have been published in 
Ankarra. Protests are now being 
carried out. There have been de
monstrations and the occupation 
of the Turkish Consulate in 
Cologne. Please write letters of pro
test against this law to the Turkish 
and German Consulates.

the\ de net look deeply enough at | would be that of fighting the profit 
the reasons for the development of system as a means to fight pollution, 
factories in a capitalist society. The It is very similar to the writings of 
main reason was to de with hierar- Marx, where he seems to see 
chy and coercion. If I can put it 'nature' as art inert background for 
quite simply, the employers wanted the class struggle tc take piace in. 
to have their er.pioyees under cen- I think this also is rooted in nine- 
tralised control. With the centralised teenth century beliefs in progress, 
resources of much of modern I What it fails to do is examine in a 

deeper, more thorough, way the 
problem of hi man beings domi
nating each other and the eco

women from Greenham Common 
and we are also planning actions in 
Yorkshire, possibly to coincide 
with the Easter actions organised 
by CND.

The centre has generated a lot of 
positive energy, being a microcosm 
of an anarchist society; it has 
brought together like-minded 
people from Sheffield and else
where, many of whom have gained 
experience of communal living for 
the first time.

The reaction from the Council 
and CND has been predictable. At 
a well-orchestrated 'emergency' 
CND meeting the city group con
demned our action and subsequent 
attempts to win over the Peace 
Liason Committee (an umbrella 
group for Sheffield's 30 odd Peace 
Groups) have met with only partial 
success. After Roger Boron, Chair
man [sic] of the Council's'Nuclear 
Free Zone Advisory Committee' 
had turned off our electricity 
supply within 24 hours of our 
moving in and without any consul
tation relations with the Council 
improved briefly when we nego
tiated directly with David Blunkett, 
leader of the Council. We obtained 
an agreement which was intended 
to provide continuity between our 
Centre and a new building pro
vided by the Council. Now the 
Council has provided the PLC with 
a tiny shop to be run by a Com
mittee of prominent hacks and 
which will probably only stock 
literature of the official peace

houses, those owned by the local 
authority, has brought this to an 
end, so the money allocated is 
unlikely to be taken up.

The worst thing that can happen 
to a house is for it to be left empty, 
for apart from its attraction as a 
playground and a source of revenue 
to scrap dealers, once the wood
work is exposed to more than 15% 
damp, attack by timber fungus is 
certain. In the interests of saving 
money which cannot feed or shelter 
a person, real capital is steadily rot
ting away.

As Ward succinctly observes the 
first principle of Anarchist housing 
is dweller control, not government 
or local authority or private land
lord control. This is achieved by 
owner occupation today, but this 
leaves out those whose circum
stances as poorly paid workers, 
single families or unemployed in a 
very disadvantaged state. Single 
young people particularly are with
out provision.

The growth of co-ops and squat
ting has been the answer to this 
problem by many young people 

O and living communally has great

Housing — An Anarchist Approach radvantages over grotty bedsits. The
Colin Ward. Published by FREE- pressure to provide traditional family
DOM Press — new edition with post- apartments is still great. Difficulties 
script. £2.25 plus postage. | are still put in the way of organ

isations which provide communal 
accommodation for young people. 

The cost of public housing has 
been astronomical as with every
other government-provided service. 
The mistakes have been on the 
practical, the environmental and 
the cost level. The provision has 
been paternalistic in the extreme. 
There has been little consultation 
with residents and maintenance 
services have been getting worse 
and worse and often below the 
standard demanded of other organ
isations.

What artifically increases the
cost of building is the exorbitant 
price of land, high interest repay
ments and large bureaucratic costs. 
It was possible some thirty years
ago, after one had overcome the
bureaucracy, for relatively poorly| society we live in now. An obvious 

point would be the support of pay 
differentials. The effect of this is to 
turn people against each other, not

paid people to self build, but now 
this can mostly be done through 
cooperatives. The cost of other
local government services are so J something that I think many anar

chists would consider desirable! 
Most union activity is firmly under 
the leaaership's control ard often 
of a very token nature. Such rank 
and file activity as there is is often 
disapproved of! 7rade Unionism 
has io accept the logic of the fac
tory system and bargaining with 
the emplcyers. In this day, I feel 
the basic point is that any form of 
unionism, whatever ideas it was 
based on, would have a strong 
movement to become reformist and 
so reach the situation we have got 
to today.

Sixty years ago there were many 
revolutionary syndicalist organisa
tions whose intent was to do away 
with capitalism one way or another. 
For a variety of reasons, it seems to 
me pecple became accustomed to a 
factory environment, in a way they 
can e to accept it. Another thing is 
of course that living standards (al
though they are probably falling 
now) have improved a lot since 
sixty years ago. In those days for 
seme people it seemed a question 
of social revolution for survival. 
Nowadays many people would find 
that viewpoint very strange.

The main point behind Anarcho- 
Syndicalist organisation is to create 
an anarchist society by the control 
of the means of production by the 
syndicates. On the surface this 
view appears very reasonable. 
Where I feel they go wrong is that

do not understand the use of a par
ticular technclogy there is always 
the danger of people dominating 
other people by their superior 
knowledge of a particular process. 
Where and when such cases wnicn 
require expertise arise, only if the 
experts are accountable to the 
community will it help to prevent 
the formation of elite groups.

From an ecological point of view 
much damage is done by pollutants 
being released in large quantities 
from factories. Much of this can be 
seer as a relationship between 
social and technological factors.

I feel that Anarcho-Syndicalism is 
rooted in a nineteenth century 
viewpoint of the beneficial value of 
endless technological 'advances'. I 
think there is a serious under
estimation of the problem of tech
nology and human liberation. There 
is the point that much of modern 
technology can mould people's be
haviour in various ways to conform 
with it. (Nuclear power and the 
motor car industry, would be Iwo 
cases in point.)

Another criticism I have of 
Anarcho-Syndicalism is that, like 
Marxism, it seems to see the prob
lem of human liberation in eco
nomic terms. This is a viewpoint 
that is too simple. An example

capitalist society factory produc
tion is on tne whole essential. There 
is no gcod reason why factory pro
duction should continue to exist in | system, 
a libertarian society, if one also 
questions technology.

A problem with the Anarcho- 
Syndicalist view is that even if the 
factories were taken over by the
syndicates, the individual worker I nation,
would still understand only a part rhetoric that went with it. From 
of the process of production — the this it would seem that forms of 
part that person worked on. The the state's administrative organs 
whoie Factory system is very much would still be kept to keep things 
structured to ensure a bureaucracy under control. To me it would 
would spring up to coordinate the seem likely that this could end in 
process of production. In a factory some type of dictatorship.
based industrial society I find it I think the type of society anar- 
difficult to see what could be dene chists should be trying to achieve
to prevent this. would be a federation of small

In a libertarian society I feel it communities organised on a face to
would be important that people face democracy basis. The type of
should understand as much of the technology would be both eco-
technology used as possible. If they | logically sound ar.d understandable 

to the individual. Of course I 
realise the danger of laying too 
rigid a blueprint down of what a 
future society would resemble as 
this itself could hinder further 
progress.

Having criticised Anarcho-Syndi
calism, what form of organisation 
can I suggest in its place? I think it 
is possible to get reformist demands 
realised by libertarian methods 
rather than reformist methods. Part 
of the function of direct action 
autonomous groups, if created, 
would be for this as well as to try 
and break down the factory system 
and create communities of face to 
face democracy. I think anarchists 
should be involved in this type of 
activity rather than trying to create 
a large Anarcho-Syndicalist organi
sation. Much work has been done 
on alternative and ecological tech
nology (and much has yet to be 
dor.e). This I think is also of much 
importance to anarchists.

I hope by what I have written to 
help stimulate ideas about new 
forms of libertarian organisation. 
Obviously what I have written will 
contain much other people will dis
agree with or wish to elaborate 
further. Perhaps it will bring new 
ideas into the open!
D Dane
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At Glasgow Bookshop Collective, 488 Gt 
Western Rd, G12 (Kelvinbridge Subway) 

HUDDERSFIELD 
Huddersfield Anarchist Group I DAM, 
c/o Peaceworks, 58 Wakefield Rd, Hud
dersfield

LANCASTER 
Tadeusi Sacxepanski, 38 Bradshaw St,
LAI 3BE

OXFORD
Oxford Anarchists, 34 Cowley Rd

PLYMOUTH
Anarchists, 11 5 St Pancras Ave, Penny
cross

CRAWLEY
Libertarian Group, Ray Cowper, 1 Blue
bell Close Crawley. W Sussex

CUMBRIA
2 Forestry Cottages, Millfield, Hutton 
Roof. Penrith

£9.00 
£10.00 
£11.00 
£11.50 

25 dollars
28 dollars Can. 

£14.00

Messages of protest can be sent to 
the US Embassy and also to: 
Superintendent,
Walla Walla State Prison,
Walla Walla,
Washington,
99362, USA.
telephone 5253610.

SWINDON
area, Mike. Groundswell Farm, Upper
Stratton. Swindon

BURNLEY
BAG. c/o 2 Quarrybank 

CAMBRIDGE 
Cambridge Anarchists, c/o 186 East Rd, 
Cambridge
East Anglian Anarchist Federation c/o 
Grapevine. 186 East Road

SURREY
Damp Squid Anarchists (North Surrey)
Tel: 01-399 3197

'Stand together9 — Easter demonstrations 
against nuclear weapons, 31 March • 2 
April. Non-violent blockades of Burgh
field Royal Ordnance Factory (men and 
women) and Greenham Common missile 
base (women only) from Thursday to 
Friday; human chain linking Greenham 
Common to Burghfield via Aldermaston 
Atomic Weapons Research Establishment 
(14 miles) on Friday morning, followed 
by mass demonstration with entertain
ments at Aldermaston on Friday after
noon; mass die-ln in Glasgow on Satur
day. CND, 11 Goodwin Street, London 
N4 3HQ; Scottish CND, 420 Sauchie- 
hall Street, Glasgow G2 3JD. 
Anarchist Federation 
Would London anarchists and liber
tarians who have ideas towards the 
setting up of a network for coordination 
of information and resources please 
write Box F, c/o Freedom.

T AYSIDE
Josh Cowan. 3/R 17 Cheviot Crescent,
Dundee, DD4 9QJ

TYNE !■ WEAR
Newcastle Anarchist Group, c/o 2 Priory 
Court, High St, Gateshead, Tyne € Wear, 
NEO 3JL

MORECAMBE AND LANCASTER 
Chris Preston, 27 Nlghtlngalo Close, 
Gosport, Hampshire PO12 3EU. (Corres
pondence only)

ESSEX
DAM, Martyn Everett. 11 Gibson Gdns, 
Saffron Walden, Essex
Oral Abortions, The Catskills. Maldon 
Rd, Gay Bowers. Danbury 

EXETER 
Anarchist Collective, c/o Community As
sociation. Devonshire House Stocker Rd 

FORMBY
Floating Free, 58 Freshfield Rd.Formby, 
Merseyside L3 73HW 

GLASGOW 
'Practical Anarchy (monthly free broad
sheet send large sae) c/o Box 3 Calder- 
wood. 1 5/GPP pamphlets c/o Box V2

DONCASTER
Doncaster Anarchist Centre. 49a Doncas
ter Market Place

William Godwin: Caleb Williams 
(351 pp ppr) £2.50 (42p)
Nikolai Chernyshevsky: What is to 
be done? (378pp ppr) £3.95 (60p)

SUSSEX
Brighton Anarchists, c/o Students Union, 
Falmer House, University of Sussex, 
Brighton East Sussex
Hastings Anarchists ♦ Polson Pen, 92 
London Rd, St Leonards-on-Sea, Sussex 
Sussex Anarchist Society, c/o Hastings 
Anarchist Group

SWANSEA 
Billy, 63 Clynymaes Place, Blaenymaes, 
Swansea

CARDIFF 
c/o 108 Bookshop, 108 Salisbury Rd, 
Cardiff 2
Whistle Blowers, Box 999. 108 Salisbury 
Rd
CLEVELAND
25 Liverton Crescent. Thornby. Also 
produces 'Common Cause'local anarchist 
paper.
Box A. c/o 120 Victoria Road, Middles
borough

COVENTRY 
Anarchist Group, c/o Students Union, 
University of Warwick. Coventry CV4 
7AL

MORECAMBE 1. LANCASTER 
North Lancs Libertarians, c/o Cliff M 
Poxon. 13 Carleton St. Morecambe.
Lancs LA4 4NX

NORTH STAFFS
Careless Talk Collective, R Knight c/o 
Students Union, The University, Keele, 
Staffs

BASILDON
Are there any anarchists out there in 
Basildon. Essex area! Contact:- Mark. 27 
Little Lullaway. Basildon Essex. 

BEDFORDSHIRE 
Bedfordshire and Isolated Anarchists, 
write John 81 F Bromham Rd, Bedford 
MK40 2AH

HULL
Hull Group. 23 Nott St. (moving In 
Sept to 24 Albany St)
Libertarian Collective, 70 Perth HUS 3NZ 

KEELE
Keele University A Group, R Knight, c/o 
Students Union, The University. Keele. 
Staffs

n’nii

READING 
Reading Anarchists, Box 
Bookshop, 17 Chatham St 

RHONDDA 
and Mid Glamorgan. Henning Anderson, 
'Smiths Arms’, Treherbert, Mid Glamor
gan

SHEFFIELD 
Anarchists, c/o 4 Havelock Square S10 
2FQ

SOUTHAMPTON 
c/o 78 Northumberland Road, St Mary's 

SOUTH WALES
DAM. c/o Smiths Arms, Baglan Rd, Tre
herbert. Write for anarcho-syndicalist 
contacts In Treherbert. Rhondda, Ponty
pridd, Penarth, Barry and Cardiff areas 

SOUTHAMPTON 
'Southern Stress9, c/o October Books, 4 
Onslow Rd

ABERDEEN
Subversive Graffiti Collective, c/o 163 
King St. Aberdeen (includes the ex
members of Aberdeen Solidarity). Activi
ties include production of a local free 
news-sheet.

Inland 
Surface 
Europe All-up 
Zone A 
Zone B

North Weit Anirchlit Federation, c/o 
NWAF, 224 Garaton Old Road, Liver
pool 19

CREWE
CAG, c/o Cimm St Community Centre, 
Old Co-op Factory, Camm Street, Crewe 
Cheshire.
SHEFFIELD 
Counterpoise Collective, 69, Rustlings 
Rd, Sheffield 11.683692.
Black Hand, 60 Bates St, Sheffield S10 
1NQ.

■ LITERATURE

GRAVESEND
A Janes, Lodge House (by Valley
Lodge), Ifleld Way, Gravesend, Kent.

In Angel Alley, 84b Whitechapel 
High St, London E1. [Items 
marked ’ are published in N 
America. N American purchasers 
please convert £1 — plus postage — 
at S1.60 (US) and S1.90 (Canada).] 
Please add postage as in brackets.

LEAMINGTON AND WARWICK 
Lemming and Yorick A't,c/o 23 Radford 
Rd, Leamington Spa, Warwks CV31 INF 

LEEDS
Leeds Anarchist Group, Box LAP A. 59 
Cookridge St. LS2 3AW
DAM ♦ Federation of Leeds Anarchists. 
Box RU

C7O

Cd tec fives
Gaston Leval: Collectives in the 
Spanish Revolution
(369pp) ppr £4.00 (94p)

cloth £6.00 (£1.20) 
[we can give full trade terms on this 
title]
’John Curl: A History of Work Co
operation in America

LEICESTER
Blackthorn Books. 70 High St; Liber
tarian Education, 6 Beaconsfield Rd, 
(tel 552085)
The Anarchist Society. Societies' Room, 
Student's Union Building, University of 
Leicester. University Rd. LEI 7RH

£6.95 (94p) 
Alan Ritter: Anarchism: A Theoreti
cal Analysis (187pp cloth) 

£12.
’Rudolf Rocker: Nationalism and 
Culture (614pp cloth) 

£15.
[we can give full trade terms on this I |ong years. The Match No 74, Fall 

1982 (20pp) £0.75 (19p)
Oscar Wilde: The Ballad of Reading | [You can subscribe to the Match 

via Freedom Bookshop at £5.50 for 
six issues.]

LIVERPOOL 
Liverpool Anarchist Group, Box LAG, 
31 Gothic Street, Rock Ferry, Blrken- 
head, Merseyside.
Dlscordlans, Liverpool Students Union, 
Brownlow Hill, Liverpool. 

LONDON
Anarchy Magazine, Box A 84b White
chapel High St. London E1; FREEDOM 
Collective, Angel Alley. 84b Whitechapel 
High St. El (01-247 9249). Aidgate East 
tube, nr Whitechapel Art Gallery. 
Greenpeace, 6 Endsleigh St. WC1 
Thursdays 7pm
London Workers Group, 1 1 Leyden St, 
El
121 Books/Anarchist Centre, 1 21 Railton 
Rd. London SE24 Tel: 274 6655 
Anarchist-Feminist Newsletter, c/o 121 
Railton Rd. SE24 
Pigs for Slaughter • c/o Railton Rd 
South London Anarchist Group (SLAG) 
c/o 1 21 Railton Rd
South London DAM, c/o Railton Rd 
SE24
South London Stress, c/o 121 Railton 
Rd SE24 
Squatters
Railton Rd SE24
Toxic Graffiti, c/o 121 Railton Rd,SE24 
Martin Nicholas. 1 86 Mount Pleasant Rd, 
London N17

sr
WIT

Buxton H C £1.25; Sittingbourne 
P K £2.00; Wolverhampton J L 
£1.50; J K W £0.50; Colchester T 0 
£1.00; Saffron Walden M E £2.25; 
Wolverhampton J L £1.50; J K W 
£0.50; London N17 G R £5.00; 
St Cloud, USA M G A £21.00; 
Penrith J P £1.00; London N17 
C B £2.00; Holland B M New York, 
B K Idaho, 'Sabot' £4.00 (all via 
Alternative Gallery, Athens); Ilfra
combe M B £0.25; Dublin K B £1.00; 
Rochdale D O £0.25; Merseyside 
AB £0.25; TOTAL = £43.25 
Previously acknowledged = £246.87

TOTAL TO DATE = £290.12 
TARGET FOR 1983 = £2000! 

PREMISES/OVERHEADS FUND 
Contributions Received: February 
17th March 2nd Incl.
London SE18 F Y £0.57; Sitting
bourne P K £2.00; Wolverhampton 
J L £3.00; London NW8 D S £7.00; 
London N3 A C £1.00; Wolver
hampton J L £3.00; Holland B M, 
New York B K, Idaho *Sabot' 
£4.00 (all via Alternative Gallery, 
Athens). In Shop, Anon £0.10;

TOTAL = £20.67 
Previously acknowledged = £181.65

TOTAL TO DATE = £202.32 
TARGET FOR 1983 = £15001

Gianfranco Sanguinetti: On Terror
ism and the State (101pp ppr)

£3.00 (31 p) 
’Randolph Bourne: The Radical 
Will. Selected Writings 1911 — 1918 
(Ed ty Olaf Hansen) (548pp ppr) 

£5.25 (94p) 
’William Cahn: Lawrence 1912: 
The Bread and Roses Strike (illus
trated throughout) (240pp ppr)

£4.95 (94p) 
’Edward Hallett Carr: The Roman
tic Exiles: A Nineteenth Century 
Portrait Gallery (Bakunin, Nechaev, 
Herzen and Ogarev) (391 pp ppr)

£8.50 (94p) 
’Wency McElroy: Liberty 1881 — 
1908: A Comprehensive Index

£2.50 (31 p) | (doth) £20.00 (66p)
[Special price to FREEDOM sub
scribers. Otherwise £25.00]
’Scott French: The Big Brother 
Game: Bugging, Wiretapping, Tail
ing, Optical and Electronic Sur
veillance, Surreptitious Entry.
(237pp ppr) (large format)

£9.00 (94p)

Shelter
Colin Ward: Housing: An Anarchist 
Approach. [New edition from 
Freedom Press with a Postscript] 
(200pp ppr) £2.25 (42p)
[we can give full trade terms on this 
title 1
No Shelter
Vernon Richards: Protest without 
Illusions (168pp ppr) £1.95 (49p) 
The Anti-Bomb Movement of the 
50's and 60's
(we can give full trade terms on this 
title]
John Minnion and Philip Bolsover: 
The CND Story. The First Twenty- 
Five Years of the Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament (158pp ppr)

£1.95 (31 p) 
Mordecai Roshwald: Level 7 
(139ppppr) £1.95 (36p)
Perhaps the most powerful novel 
against the Bomb yet written.

Please send messages of support 
to:
R S Green 628148,
P O Box 520 B4 - ADM, 
Walla Walla,
Washington,
99362, USA.

Fiction
William Morris: The Novel on Blue 
Paper (79pp ppr) £1.95 (31 p) 

■ SHANE GREENE
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repeated public opinion surveys, 
obsessive media coverage and an 
incompetent Labour Party cam-

Old Labour 
Conservative
Others

i ■ ,

REPORTS 
Germany 
Canada 
Sheffield

Following the murder of Carl Harp, 
we have received news of another 
anarchist prisoner under threat. 
Shane Green, also in Walla Walla 
State Penitentiary, is in immediate 
danger of being murdered by the 
same guards who killed Carl. He 
was a close comrade of Carl’s and 
worked with him in the Anarchist 
Black Dragon Collective. Together 
with Clive Washburn, the two took 
part in the hostage-taking at Walla 
Walla in May 1979 to protest 
against the conditions inside the 
prison. After getting an hour-long 
interview broadcast live on TV the 
hostage guards were released un

desperate fragility of the Lal 
Party and the volatile strength of 
the Liberal/SDP Alliance.

But much more significant is the 
not only continuing but actually 
rising popularity of the Conserva
tive Government, whose only real 
achievements are the temporary 
reduction of the inflation rate and 
the decisive victory in the Falklands 
War, but whose equally decisive 
victory in the approaching General 
Election seems almost certain. No 
doubt a national election campaign 
will partly revive the Labour Party, 
with the support of the trade union 
movement and the return of ancient

1 " uLlJ 9 1

ITALY
The Autonomia trial
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gather enough votes to win fre
quent majorities in local councils
and occasional majorities in the
House of Commons (though its | of beating Mrs Thatcher, 
total vote has fallen steadily for
more than 30 years). But as sepa
rate rival groups they don’t stand 
a chance.

In this situation an
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harmed. Again working closely 
together they managed to get a 
Federal Court pronouncement 
made that the prison was 'cruel 
and unusual punishment' and the 
prison was threatened with closure 
unless things improved.

The guards retaliated by raping 
Carl with a nightstick (a long trun
cheon) and Shane was savagely 
beaten. The warder who led these 
revenge squads is Captain Don 
Talbot. He has been promoted to 
No 3 in the prison warders hierar
chy and is more powerful than 
ever. Shane has written. These pigs 
have starved me, froze me, chained

f I 
£

The British have always boasted of 
their love for and defence of free- 
deom, and the British state has 
been most successful over the years 
in maintaining this illusion called 
democracy. 'Freedom of the press' 
is one of its most cherished slogans, 
and the fact that people believe it 
.shows just how fooled they are. 
Well trained by the papers both to 
trivialise the important and to think 
the important trivial, they can be 
weaned away from any dangerous 
information that might somehow 
surface from the gutters of our 
national press, and be gently eased 
back into pages of 'shock-horror' 
gossip, half-naked women and the 
latest football scores.

The biggest newspapers are 
owned by millionaires and multi
nationals, and the television chan
nels are controlled by the state and 
advertising revenue. Overt censor
ship need not even be applied, for 
these bodies of the media know 
who their masters are, and masters 
are to be obeyed. The editors and 
producers cautiously decide what 
we should be allowed to see and 
read and how and when it should 
be presented to us. Their freedom 
of the press' is, like all their free
doms', but a shallow pretence that 
most people are unwilling to see 
through. For this is how it must be, 
there is no alternative, we must be 
happy with our lot — I know, I read 
it in the papers.

Not only do they shout their 
slogans at us from billboards and 
television screens, but every word 
they write and say merely serves to 
underpin the state. They have a 
stranglehold on the information we 
can receive, and unless we want to 
choke on their lies we must try to 
break it. Not by the empty mimicry 
of the left, with their daily papers, 
daily slogans and football results. 
Nor by crawling to the media for 
five minutes on television or radio 
where we can let off steam and be 
their safety valves, but by trying to 
find out what is really happening, 
by trying to get people to listen, by 
taking anarchist propaganda beyond 
just the anarchist movement. What
ever the political slant you give to 
a piece of news, it makes no dif
ference if it wasn't true in the first 
place, and it's that which is not 
reported at all that is the most 
important.

A revolution cannot be won by 
words alone, but it cannot be won 
without them.
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In this situation it is up to us to 
provide some serious arguments 
about the irrelevance of such events 
in the growing economic and social

identikit I and political crisis. While we pre
middle-class Liberal, helped on by | pare ourselves, it would be useful to 

have as many examples as possible 
of material which our readers are 

ur rarry cam- i planning to use locally. There are 
paign (whose press officer was a probably more anarchist groups 
former anarchist), drew one-third | and individuals in active existence 
of the voters — enough to eJet him 
elected with a huge majority. The

now than for longer than we care 
to remember, and there should be 

approaching Darlington by-election I plenty of anti-election items of all 
will be very different in detail, but kinds ready for the coming West- 
it may well show once again the I minster farce.

Non-voters 42.3
Liberal/SDP Alliance 33.3 
New Labour

jrO’

In the spring a ruling man's fancy 
lightly turns to thoughts of elec
tions. As our General Election 
approaches, we are already being 
bombarded with news of elections 
here, there and everywhere. More 
than a year before the American 
Presidential Election, the candi
dates are already lining up on both 
sides, and the incumbent is being 
told that he isn't wanted by the 
public opinion surveys. Indeed the 
public opinion surveys are becoming 
so important that they could almost 
replace the actual elections, which 
would save much trouble and ex
pense.

Meanwhile, several actual elec
tions are reflecting the definite shift 
of opinion towards the right, des
pite the continuing depression, al
most everywhere in the world. Aus
tralia, being on the opposite side of 
the world, is the exception to this 
rule, and Bob Hawke has led the 
Labor Party to victory over Mal
colm Fraser. Hawke is not unlike 
Gough Whitlam, who achieved a 
similar result a decade ago, and he 
seems no more likely to be able to 
make much of his personal triumph. 
Australia is so dependent on the 
world economy that no government 
can do much on its own there, any 
more than anywhere else.

West Germany has confirmed the 
rule, the Conservative alliance of 
the Christian Democratic Union 
and the Christian Social Union 
easily winning the general election 
precipitated by the new Chancellor, 
Helmut Kohl, though their majority 
will depend on the Liberals of the 
Free Democratic Party, whose de
cision to leave the Social Demo
cratic government of Helmut 
Schmidt began the political crisis 
last autumn. There is little difference 
between the moderate right and 
left, and Kohl will continue along 
the lines followed by Schmidt and 
their respective predecessors for 
more than 30 years. The only 
difference is that the right is more 
favourable towards the Western 
nuclear alliance, and, although it 
was the Social Democrats who first 
accepted the proposal to install 
Cruise missiles in West Germany in 
1979, the Christian Democrats will 
be firmer in resisting the pressure of 
the peace movement.

The one interesting feature of the 
German election is that the ecologi
cal party, the Greens, has achieved 
a vote of 5 per cent and therefore 
will for the first time have a couple

me spreadeagled against the bars for 
6 days, beat me, blinded me with 
teargas and MACE which put me in
to hospital, paid to have me beat, 
stabbed and now paid to have me 
killed.' As happened with Carl, he 
has seen a warders' 'hitlist'with his 
name on it. He has called for pro
tests and demands a transfer to 
another prison. At present he is 
being held on the same tier of 
cells where Carl was murdered 
with the same warders 'guarding' 
him. No doubt the same end is 
planned for Shane as that meted 
out to Carl.

What happened was that the
Labour Party, which is facing a 
collapse similar to that of the Lib
eral Party 60 years ago, split in this 
depressed working-class inner-city

nstituency between the old gang
and the young gang — the tradition
al right-wing mafia dominated by 
trade-unionists and Irish Catholics 
(as in many of the large cities of
England), and the brave new left
wing mafia dominated by less 
acceptable marginal groups (clai
mants, Marxists, blacks, gays, 
singles, students, and so on). As a 
coalition of such groups, however 
uneasy it has been since the First
World War, the Labour Party can | loyalties, and it may also restore 

some sanity to the Liberals and 
Social Democrats, but between 
them all they still have little hope
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of dozen seats in parliament. How
ever, far from being a trigger for re
volt, as they imagine, this will be a 
safety valve for dissent. They will 
be able to say anything and do no
thing, rather like the Labour left in 
Britain; and if the establishment 
lets them do anything, they will be 
absorbed and corrupted by the 
system, rather like the Labour left 
again. The danger is that the extra- 
parliamentary opposition, which 
has a long and strong tradition in 
Germany, will be diverted by the 
presence of a handful of Greens in 
parliament and will relax its in
creasing pressure against the eco
nomic and military power of the 
State. But this danger should be 
less in the current climate of in
creasing opposition to the Cruise 
policy. There will be huge dis
armament demonstrations at the 
beginning of April, as part of the 
international Easter action, and 
there will be a European Nuclear 
Disarmament convention in Berlin 
in May; great efforts are being made 
to establish links with comrades in 
East Germany. Germany is likely to 
be the focus for anti-militarist 
activity this year, and in this con
text Kohl's victory will do more 
good than harm.

Back in Britain, we have had a 
rather misleading rehearsal for the 
General Election in the Bermond
sey by-election. As anarchists, we 
didn't do as well as we had hoped 
and could have expected, since by
elections normally involve only a 
small proportion of the electorate, 
and the enormous media interest in 
this particular election actually 
meant that a majority of the voters 
voted. Even so, a non-spokesperson 
of the non-voters could have pointed 
out that we still came top of the 
poll and that only the built-in bias 
of the parliamentary system de
prived us of the fruits of victory 
and sent a minority candidate to 
the House of Commons.

Here are the percentages for the 
voting and non-voting behaviour of 
all the people on the electoral regis
ter at Bermondsey (with the com
parable figures for the 1979 General 
Election in brackets):
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