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Karl Marx’s body lies a-mouldering
in the grave, but his soul goes mar-
ching on. He died in London a cen-
tury ago, after spending most of his
life and doing most of his work
here, and his spectre still haunts the
world. Not only was he a leading
maker of modern theory, on the
same level as Einstein and Darwin
and Freud, but he is a leading
prophet of modern practice, since
about half of humanity is ruled
by governments calling themselves
Marxist. Marx might comment
now, as he did then, that he is not
a Marxist, but he still has much to
answer for. He may have been right
about many things, but he was
wrong about the most important
things. Our consciousness is not de-
termined by our social conditions,
social developments are not deter-
mined by the mode of production,
the history of society is not just the
history of class struggles, the class
struggle in capitalist society does
not lead to the dictatorship of the
proletariat, the socialist revolution
does not lead to the withering
away of the state, and so on. The
activity of Marxist parties before
the revolution makes real change
difficult, the dictatorship of Marxist
parties after the revolution makes
real change impossible.

The anarchist criticism of Marx-
iIsm is as old as Marxism itself. Max
Stirner’s individualist critique of
communism provoked Marx's enor-
mous polemic in The German

/deology (1845 — 1846, published
1932). Proudhon’s libertarian cri-
tique of dogmatic socialism pro-
voked Marx’'s vicious polemic in
The Poverty of Philosophy (1847).
Bakunin’s anarchist critique of au-
thoritarian socialism provoked a
series of furious polemics and the
split in the International in 1872.
These theoretical battles were later
put into practice in the Russian
Revolution (1917 — 1921) and the
Spanish Revolution (1936 — 1939),
and are fought again whenever anar-
chists meet Marxists. Proudhon
called Marx ‘the tapeworm of
socialism’, and Marxists are still
parasites on the socialist movement.
Bakunin said that ‘socialism with-
out liberty is slavery’, and the
various Marxist regimes established
around the world have proved this
for 65 years.

Marxism has won battle after
battle, but its victories have been
defeats for the working class, for
the left, and for the world. After a
century it really is time to bury
Marx.

EASTER RISING

anarchist fortmightly

sit together, stand together

At Easter the British nuclear dis-
armament movement faces its
greatest test since its revival began
three years ago. During 1982, there
were more people than ever before
on its demonstrations — about
250,000 at the CND meeting in
London in June, and about 20.000
embracing Greenham Common and
about 1,000 blockading Greenham
Common in December — and there
were also larger votes than ever be-
fore for unilateral nuclear disarma-
ment at the Labour Party annual
conference and for non-violent
direct action at the CND annual
conference, During 1983, the prob-
lem 1s how the growing dynamic
can be kept up and, more impor-
tant, how It can be made effective:
and the immediate test will be the
size and impact of the various de-
monstrations at Easter. There will
have to be even larger numbers than
before and there will have to be a
much greater effect than before, if
the movement is to become some-
thing more than an outlet for emo-
tional protest about war or a pre-
text for arguments in political
organisations,

The demonstrations cover
days, as follows.
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Thursday, 31 March There will be
mass blockades at two military
bases in Berkshire — Greenham
Common and Burghfield — directed
against the Cruise missiles and the
nuclear weapons industry.

Greenham Common is the Ameri-
can air-base which is to be the main
site for the new medium-range
Cruise nuclear missiles, the first of
which are due to be installed later
this year. It is also the site of the
peace-camp which was started in
September 1981, became a women-
only action in January 1982, and
has been the focus of much activity
and publicity ever since. In Decem-
ber 1982 it was the centre of the
largest symbolic and direct action
demonstrations ever held at a nu-
clear base in this country, and since
January 1983 there has been a cam-
paign called Snakes and Ladders in
which demonstrators crawl under
or climb over the fence to invade
the base. In accordance with the
tradition established there for more
than a year, the blockade of Green-
ham Common will be another
women-only demonstration. The
intention is to block all the seven
gates on the nine-mile perimeter
from dawn to dusk.

Burghfield Royal Ordnance Fac-
tory is a British military base for
the production of weapons, in-
cluding nuclear warheads. It was
also the. site of a peace-camp a
year ago, formed by people who
left Greenham Common after the
decision to exclude men. The
blockade at Burghfield will accord-
ingly be for women and men to-
gether. The intention is to block
both ends of the private road
leading to the main entrance of
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New Year's Day at Greenham Common — women dancing on the Cruise missile silos after climbing into the base at dawn on
1 January 1983 (Naissa Page, ' Women’s Peace Camp’, Housmans, 50p).

the factory and also the back en-
trance from dawn to dusk. (The
coordination centre will be at
Pitchkettle Wood, about a mile
south of Burghfield.)

These blockades will be highly
illegal and strictly non-violent.
Demonstrators have been asked so
far as possible to come in organised
groups and to have some previous
training. It is hoped that most
people will arrive on Wednesday
evening for registration and brief-
ing, but facilities will be available
for those who arrive later; it is also
hoped that many people will stay
on during Thursday night. But the
main action will be during the day
on Thursday, and it is expected
that there will be arrests and may
be violence from the authorities.
Even people who don't like dog-
matic non-violence or disciplined

demonstrations should participate
only IT they are prepared to accept

the agreed form of these blockades.

Friday, 1 April There will be a
human chain from Burghfield to
Greenham Common via Aldermas-
ton. At least 30,000 people are
needed to cover the total distance
of about fourteen miles, and far
more are expected. Demonstrators
are asked to arrive on Friday mor-
ning, start either at Greenham
Common (if coming from the West
of the country) or at Burghfield
(if coming from the East of the
country), and to walk towards
Aldermaston in the centre. There
will be stations at one-mile inter-
vals for coordination, and the
human chain will be formed at
about 1 pm, its completion being
signalled by flares and celebrated
by balloons.

In the afternoon there will be a
mass meeting at Aldermaston — the
Atomic Weapons Research Estab-
lishment where Easter marches used
to end or start in the old move-
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ment — with music, theatre, pup-

pets, floats, games, and so on. This
Is being linked with All Fools’ Day,
a traditional time for light-hearted
festivals; It i1s also being rather
ironically linked with Good Friday,
and Christian CND will be holding
religious services at Burghfield.

These demonstrations will be en-
tirely legal, and it is hoped that
very large numbers will take part,
Coaches are being organised by
CND branches and other organisa-
tions all over the country, so people
making their own way are warned
to expect huge crowds and long
delays.

Saturday, 2 April There will be
mass demonstrations in Glasgow,
specifically directed against the new
Trident missiles planned for the Bri-
tish nuclear submarines based on
the Clyde. There will be a ‘die-in’ at
Cochrane Street in the morning, a
march to Kelvingrove Park and a
mass meeting there in the afternoon,
with speakers, music, theatre, stalls,
and so on.

Sunday, 3 April There will be a
human chain round the Faslane nu-
clear submarine base 25 miles
north-west of Glasgow. Demonstra-
tors from northern England are
being asked to join the Scottish de-
monstrations as well as or rather
than those in Berkshire to make
sure that the numbers are as large as
possible.

It will be seen that the Easter de-
monstrations involve conventional,
symbolic, and direct action. We
welcome the combination of various
forms of action, although we are in-
creasingly dubious about the value
of conventional action and particu-
larly interested in the spread of
direct action, It seems rather rash
to plan a very large demonstration

on the first day of the Easter holi-

day which falls immediately after

day of term for
schools and colleges; many parents

the last many
and students will find it hard to
take part. It seems even more rash
to plan the illegal demonstrations
first, without any build-up
the legal demonstrations, and on
a day when many people will be
at work or at school or college
It might have been better to have
them on Monday and Tuesday
rather than on Friday and Thurs-
day. But there should still be more
people taking part in one demon-
stration or another than ever before.
Those who like symbolic and con
ventional action have a whole day
In the countryside for it: those who
prefer new-fangled women’s de-
monstrations or old-fashioned
mixed demonstrations have a
choice of direct action: there
should be something for everyone.

from

One of the most remarkable
features of the Easter demonstra
tions is that all of them are support-
ed and sponsored by CND, though
most of the detailed planning of
the blockades has been done
locally. Direct action demonstra-
tions have been organised before
by CND branches — as at Foul-
ness in 1960 and at Bridgend In
1982 — but never before by the
National Office. As it happens,
this is situated right next to the
old Committee of 100 office, in
Goodwin Street, London N4, and
it will be interesting to see whether
there are police raids as there weje
22 years ago. Meanwhile the very
considerable resources of CND,
which now claims well over 50,000
individual members as well as
scores of branches, should signifi-
cantly increase the numbers on the
illegal demonstrations. The March
issue of Campaign, the internal
CND paper, has a large four-page

Continued on page 6
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m Letters in FREEDOM — Further thoughts

1'd like to make a few points arising
from letters In recent issues of
FREEDOM.,

In No 3 (Vol 44), there was a
letter from Joanne Smith bemoaning
the current state of the British
anarchist ‘movement’, | agree with
most of the points she makes.
Basically she says anarchism is
about class struggle and has nothing
to do with all the deviations from
the revolutionary struggle at present
adopted by certain ‘anarchists’ who
are in reality militant liberals who
don’t want to call themselves such
because it's not fashionable (ban-
the-bombers, separatist feminists,
pacifists, animal lovers etc. etc.).
They've chosen the anarchist move-
ment to settle in because it's easiest
to enter: all you have to do is call
yourself ‘anarchist’, beyond that
anything goes it seems.

But she also says she sees another
threat to the anarchist movement
from ‘groups like Direct Action
who seem unable to progress beyond
the "36 Spanish experience and in
their determination to be more
proletarian than thou, run the risk
of becoming narrow and dogmatic.’
These are all charges against the
DirectAction Movement (the largest,

@ Selling out Black people

functioning grouping in the organ-
ised British movement) which all
DAM members have heard before
(usually as excuses for not support-
ing the DAM).

As someone said, anarchism is
nothing If it doesn’t address itself
to the class struggle, and in her letter
Joanne Smith subscribes to class
struggle anarchism. So what's this
about being ‘more proletarian than
thou'? The DAM’s first principle is
that ‘the DAM is a working class
organisation”, Its politics are work-
ing class. Its members are working
class. So what would you like it to
call itself? A-classist maybe? Talking
about class doesn‘t frighten off the
few class conscious workers about
at the moment, but it scares the
shit out of some ‘anarchists’. No,
class is definitely out of fashion.
Maybe they‘re scared of frightening
off trendy middle class supporters?
They‘re not the people we want to
talk to anyhow . ..

The DAM hasn’t progressed
beyond the ‘36 Spanish experience?
What a red herring. DAM members
live and work in Britain 1983, their
ideas reflect that. It's not a matter
of spending your time reminiscing
about the Spanish Revolution. It's

just one important part of our
propaganda. One of the concrete
examples of anarchism in action.
Workers controlling industry and
the land is important. The people
armed is important. Aren’t they?
Then the Spanish experience and its
lessons has to be publicised among
British workers and learnt from, It's
symptomatic of the British ‘anar-
chist’” movement that some of it
thinks that anyone who was literate
and lived before 1968 is a 'nine-
teenth-century wanker’, while others
spend their time in a time-warp
agound 1921 or 1936, and vyet
others are pedantic pseudo-theorists.
What a circus.

Then there’s the charge about
becoming ‘narrow and dogmatic’. |
suppose if you follow a certain
tradition, if you believe in a certain
body of thought you're being narrow
and dogmatic? How dare people
actually attempt to define what
anarchism is and what it isn’t, and
how we're going to get there. It's
sO much easier to live in some cloud-
cuckoo land where you don’t have
to think too much. God, one day
we might have the anarchist move-
ment producing an actual program
and policies!

This leads onto another point.
In the next issue (No 4 Vol 44)
there’s another letter from Mak &
Jacqui who ask ‘why are there very
many comrades who “hate” the
DAM?* Mak and Jacqui might have
their own reasons, but | suggest
that a disorganised, woolly-minded,
irrelevant anarchist movement |s
not going to like an anarchosyndic-

alist oraanisation too much precisely
because that organisation is about

what anarchism really is and not
the parody some would like it to be.

That the anarchist movement in
this country is about ‘trivia’ is not
(for the most part) due to some
comrades not being willing to work
with others (as is said in the letter),
but to the fact that it's a miniscule
movement, with little influence.
Everyone knows each other and
personal differences get exploded
out of all proportion in frustration.
And the reason it's miniscule and
for the most part irrelevant is that
half the movement isn‘t fighting
on anarchist terrain at all, thereby
confusing the efforts of the rest of
the movement that does.

H Dino
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given higher grade jobs. Following | tance. The Grunwick strike was of

So many black people in this coun-
try, especially members of the
working class section, believed that
the Trade Unions were their only
road to some form of rough equali-
ty, in the white dominated society.
They put their faith in the trade
union bureaucracy believing that it
would solve the problem of racism.
Most of them have, however, woken
up and realised that it is a sell out
and the unions, like all other struc-
tures of control, operate to oppress
them and deny liberty.

The trade union movement is
frequently used against the interest
of black workers and this leads to
the sell out of all workers. Union
leadership frequently connives with
the bosses in dividing the workers
into well defined opposite camps —
black and white. There are numer-
ous examples of this — in 1973
there was the case of the black
work force at Mansfield Hosiery in
Loughborough who went on strike
because of bad pay and conditions
where only white workers were

@ What is wrong with anarchism

their militant stand their union was
forced into a position where it had
to make the strike official. Faced
with this terrible situation they
proceeded to call out the black
workers, but at the same time care-
fully instructed the white workers
to cross the picket lines; such is the
nature of sell out,

Another good illustration of this
Kind of bureaucratic sell out is
Imperial Typewriters in Leicester.
In 1974 Asian workers went on
strike against discrimination and
they were not supported by the
white employees and once more it
was the trade union leadership who
aided the successful division of the
workers. Several months after the
strike Litton Industries, who owned
the factory, rationalised its UK
business — the need for working
class unity was apparent for in the
Hull factory the workers occupied
the plant against closure, in Leices-
ter the divided work force was un-
able to put up any effective resis-

L Otter’s letter in the latest FREE-
DOM, seems to me to sum up so
much of what is wrong with the cur-
rent anarchist movement. Surely, if,

~our movement is to succeed, that is
“1f we are to achieve a mass anarchist

society, it is imperative that we

formulate, through dialogue bet- B

ween each other, a concise, simple,
yet effective form of Anarchism,
based on a cohesive and direct
system of thought and action.

This rubbish has nothing to do
with Anarchism. It results in a
chaotic many-headed mish-mash of
diffuse ideas, incapable of formulat-
ing anything of practical value. It
further acts to portray Anarchism
as a lunatic, wet fringe.

Otter’s letter, on the other hand,
tries to portray Anarchism as some
kKind of ultra-liberalism, even worse,
he tries to lump into the ‘Anarcho’
category every author from Panne-
kosk and Cardan to Tolstoy, Godwin
of Gandhi, who may have, at some
time, made some comment that

could possibly be interpreted as
‘Anarcho’,

Marx or Christ, or for that matter
Lenin, Mussolini or Pol-Pot all
made comments, at some point,
which could be described as liber-
tarian or “Anarcho’ (however falsely
they may have meant it), but so
what? Is that Anarchism?

If Anarchism is to achieve cred-
ibility with people outside the nar-

row anarchist circle, it is vital that

we present a practical and system-
atic anarchist formula.

M V Diboll

Hull, news and views

Hull Anarchist/DAM group con-
tinues to fight the good fight in the
cold and windy north. At present
we have about ten activists. We
meet regularly and activities include
producing leaflets, paper-selling and
public meetings of varying degrees
of success,

Latest public meeting was with
Dick Pooley (of PROP, the prisoners’
rights movement) speaking on ‘The
exploding prisons’. It was moder-
ately successful, attracting about 25
people, despite the coppers having
taken a dislike to posters publicising
the meeting and having gone round”
ripping them down. (Incidentally, if
any anarchist groups in the north of
England want to put on a public
meeting with Dick Pooley he can be
contacted at: 50 Westborne Avenue,
Hull)

The general response to the
change of format of FREEDOM
amongst anarchists up here has
been positive., FREEDOM looks
much more attractive. (Many how-
ever think the value of the content
hasn’t changed much, though we
realise the FREEDOM Collective

will reply that the content is only
as good as what is sent in).

great importance and a very good
indicator of union thinking. Here
the workers did unite, but the TUC,
despite its so called support at the
1977 TUC Congress, played the
part of the hatchet man for the
bosses against the black workers.
The unions must take up the
race struggle, not with just words,
but with some kind of positive
action. Words are two a penny in

union literature and where words °

are two a penny they generally
spell out sell out.

Unions frequently stress the im-
portance of using the state to
fight racism — the state is racist —
look at the immigration laws. In
cases of racial disputes they say
use the Advisory Employment
Service — set up by, guess who —
the department of employment.
The TUC has taken steps, we are
informed by its literature, against
the ideology of racism and its
purveyors. In that case it means
they must take appropriate steps

@ Whose right to choose
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Our group has been involved in
animal liberation both as propagan-
dists and militants for more than
eighteen months. During our weekly
meetings we discuss many aspects
of animal liberation, and we are

constantly turning over new stones
in this area.

One very recent conclusion we
have come to may disturb many of
those who are involved in other
struggles which overlap with ours,
and indeed, part of a struggle many
of our members are deeply commit-
ted to, both locally and nationally
ie The Womens Movement.

The conclusion we have reached
— dare | mention it — is one which
concerns the ‘woman’s right to
choose’. We have discussed this
iIssue within the context of animal
liberation, and have come to the
conclusion that a human foetus is
also an animal which deserves the
right to live whether it is still
dependant on the mother’s womb
or not. Life and liberty cannot be
disassociated from one another, and
a foetus is alive in the same way

that any other living creature is
alive,

As libertarians we find that we
have nothing in common with anti-
abortionists who wish to legislate
against abortion. On the contrary,
legislation will not prevent abortion,
it will only serve once again to
drive it to the back streets. Instead
we realise that the beginnings of

against the government, yet we
find them working hand in hand
with the CRC, another govern-
ment agency.

Trade union leaders seem to be-
lieve that unemployment and de-
privation are the only causes of the
present unrest among the black
community but naked racism is the
largest single factor. The deliberate
policy over the years of the police
not investigating racist attacks has
left the community with no op-
tion but to respond with workers’
defence, for how can racist police
protect blacks against fellow racists.
The union bureaudracy along with
other liberal apologists wants just
enough racism to keep blacks in
their place but not too much to
cause a popular uprising of the
oppressed,

Black people must not put their
faith in state structures of any kind
for in doing so they only ensure
that they are sold out.

Pat Isiorho

our ideas will be in the hands of

our sisters, who have a passionate
concern for life and survival on

earth, Because women are child

bearers we have a more responsible
respect for life than men, as the
recent women's peace actions verify.

On that basis we think that
women should and will concern
themselves on this issue by (a) sex-
ual gratification from each other,
(b) celibacy, and (¢) a more con-
certed effort in the use of contra-
ception. As far as abortion on
demand, request or the right to
choose goes, it is a campaign which
has denigrated the female gender
who /ove life. Women will decide if
and when they wish to bear children
(in that it will still be our right to
choose), but the use of induced
abortions must be abandoned. Of
course, natural abortions will still
occur, although the emphasis on
the word natural must be stated.
Induced abortions are a travesty of
life, against nature and ecology —

who are we to tamper with matters

of life and death? We are quite clear
that abortion has been conditioned
into women by life hating patriar-
chy, we are only now beginning to
realise this.

The men in our group have been
gently guided by the women into
reaching a clear understanding of
this matter, and now they have come
to agree with us whole-heartedl|y.

Fiona Lowencroft



| longer in the navy. A “civilian service’
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lation of an italian article was set up in 1972, allowing con
scripts to carry out an equivalent
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authors hooe will . 4 | of military service in civilian instit
¥4 Pe Wwill gain pub- | utions. But this iIs not an automatic
licity throughout the an- |
archist press.

The following is an eye- The following is a trans-
witness account of actions
which took place at a USAF
pase on the island of Crete
during the recent Lebanon
conflict. The lessons for the
anti-militarist movement are

Inescapable,

thanks to the people who supported
them. Let’s not laugh about it, If it
weren’t for the support the sen-
tences would have been heavy,

This proves that the outcome of
a case depends noton the sentencing
codes but on the strengths of the
movement compared to the state,
An energetic defence with rallies,
posters, meetings, demos, petitions
etc can inflict its influence on the
state,

they were shot down, And in fact
many of these did not return.

At the Hotel Crete around 75
pilots and technicians were staying,
split into 3 shifts. (The American
assistant commander admitted In
court that 35 pilots stayed at the
hotel because there was no room
for them at the base. After the
trouble the pages with the names
of the pilots were torn out of the
hotel register) At around 3.00

right, and can only be conceded |f
an individual application is approved
by a military commission set up by
the Ministry of Defence. In recent
vears a large number of applications
have been rejected, Civilian service
lasts two vears (or almost), twice

Mauro

USAF
in
Crete

The information

As became known, from information
from within (which was confirmed
by all-night observation of the Base
and the hotel), American bombers
were taking off at the time of the
fighting for Beirut. On the days of
the truce 130 were transferring to
Haifa. American pilots wore uni-
forms with Israeli markings in case

every morning a military bus took
25 of these men to the airport. The
planes left immediately and returned
only in the evening. At around 11.00
or midnight the men returned to
the hotel exhausted, At 3.00 again
another shift took off,

Also at the base two troop-
carriers of marines (the so-called
‘rapid deployment force’), are in
readiness for the Lebanon.

The telecommunications base at
Gournes in Heraklion is where the
operations are co-ordinated. Also
due to the sophistication and good
position of the US equipment they
can deliberately confuse the Pales-
tinian and Syrian radar and weapons

systems.

The demonstrations

The small group who collected the
information individually contacted
another 80 comrades and they met
at the port on the evening of the
28th July. As soon as the pilots
settled in at the Hotel Crete, people
were informed by loudspeaker of
what was going on and they set off
shouting slogans towards the hotel.
Another 200 from the port were
following so the demonstration
added up to 300 people. The major-
ity were unaffiliated, but others
were supporters from all parties
and organisations, as individuals
though, because the large parties
had only one day to inform mem-

bers and they refused to take sides. :

The informers at the port had in-

:

formed their bosses and the pllots |

had gotten into their bus to escape
back to the base.

:

However the front ranks at thei

demonstration, about 50 people, |
managed to spot the bus and making
a run for it they got there before it
left and started stoning it. In the
meantime, the rest of the demon-
strators wrecked two other empty
military buses outside the hotel. On
returning to the town they smashed
another American vehicle.

During all this stoning the police
lined up with their guns out of their
holsters.

The court cases L

In spite of the heavy charges the‘

About the government

We have not complained about
PASOK for not removing the bases.
We knew and we know that they
cant and don’t want to
them. The only ones who want to,
and who will be able to as soon as
they realise they can, are the people,
And then if the government tries to
stop them, they will be swept away
along with the bases.

remove

For the future

After the demonstration the bom-
bers stopped taking off. Only a few
transport planes left, fewer than
before. Also the pilots and their
buses were consigned to base, they
aren’t allowed to go to the town.

It is up to each of us to make it
clear they are on enemy territory.

Of course if American attacks on
Palestinians stop from here then the
Americans have other bases. They
prefer to take off from places that
don’t give them difficulties. But we
will do our job here and others, In
other towns, can attempt to do the
same.

These events show that with
concrete actions and not just words
will you be able to concretely help
those who are in danger.

The fact that the Americans
backed down from their complaints
and claims for damages for the
wrecked buses shows that they are
frightened to prolong the episode.

300 demonstrators were able to
stop the flights.

3000 citizens of the town of
Chanea have the strength to wreck
the bases.

If they don't do it themselves no
one else will do it for them.

And something else

It Is not enough for us for the bases
to go. Whoever tells us it is enough
for the bases to go to solve our prob-
lems, i1s @ swindler who attempts to
hide the fact that Greece is a cap-
italict country, Bosses will still
exist, what difference is it if the
boss is native or foreign?

Only the disappearance of cap-
italism and the state will open the
road to the emancipation of the

“ demonstrators were almost cleared, | workers.

Zanoni
jailed

13 February, a 20-
yvear-old anarchist, Mauro Zanoni,
was arrested at the ‘Pavia’” barracks,
Pesaro for refusing military service.

On Sunday,

Mauro Zanoni, who comes from
Asola, in the region of Mantua,
should have presented himself at
the barracks four months earlier.

In Italy military service 1s oblig-
atory, and is 12 months long in the

army and air force, a few months |

the length of military service. It
should also be stressed that civilian
service was established above all
with the aim of ‘requlating” anti
militarist opposition and toning It
down by placing 1t within the
discipline of the institutions.

Zanoni could have applied to do
civilian service and perhaps thereby
avoid military service, spending two
yvears of relative tranquility in a
civilian institution. But in conform
ity with the refusal to acknowledge
authoritarian institutions (even If
not explicity military ones), Zanoni
would not carry out either military
or alternative service. He made a
public statement of his
the first time 26
1982 at the end of the
ference on Errico Malatesta ir
Milan. On 12 February at the Crist
allo cinema in Milan, during an anti
militarist meeting organised by the
Collective of Anarchist Students he

refusal for
on September

study con

| tore up his draft papers.

A day later he presented himself
at ‘his’ barracks and was locked up

| on the military prison of Peschiera
| del Garda in the province of Verona

His trial should take place in two
months’ and he could Dbe
sentenced to one vyear's Imprison
ment.

time,

The case of Mauro Zanoni is only
the last of a series of similar cases
over recent years — almost all invol
ving anarchists and [libertarians
Last year two Sicilian anarchists,
Orazio Valastro of Catania and
Giuseppe Scarso of Giarratana in
Ragusa province declared their
refusal of both military and civilian
service. Giuseppe Scarso tore up his
draft papers in public /ast August,
in the central piazza of Comiso, the
small town in Sicily where a NATO
military base for the Cruise and
Pershing missiles i1s in process of
construction. The anarchists are
taking a very active part in oppos
ition to the base, within the frame
work of the ‘Self-Managed Leagues
against the Construction of the
Missile Base of Comiso’, organised
by the anarchists themselves.

Editorial Group of
‘A’ — Rivista Anarchica

Makhno
Samizdat

Although a large amount of sam/z-
dat material has appeared, and IS
appearing in the USSR, little of it
refers to anarchism and anarchists.
Until now, as far as we know, no
samizdat document has been dev-
oted exclusively to this subject. We
have just obtained a text entitled
Nestor Makhno and the Jewish
Question, which was published in
Moscow in samizdat form in June
1982. In 20 pages of close writing
the author, V Litvinos, demonstrates
that Makhno and the Makhnovisch-
china were wrongly accused of anti-
semitism and of having caused

pogroms.

Firstly, he describes the nature
of the Soviet propaganda machine
and the reasons for the slander (the
truly revolutionary social project of
the Makhnovischchina and their
opposition to bolshevism); he then
goes on to describe, through Nestor
Makhno's life, the anarcho-com-
munist movement in Ukraine from
1905 to 1921 and its close ties with
the Jewish community. He makes a
number of factual references which
point up the weakness of the accus-
ations of anti-semitism and provide
a considerable amount of inform-
ation on the Makhnovist movement.

To quote an extract from the
document: ‘“The true story of the
anarcho-communist movement In
southern Ukraine is closely linked
to the name of Makhno and to the
movement for Jewish emancipation.
As a result it has absolutely nothing
to do with the slanderous accounts
which proliferate in the historio-
graphy of the modern State. For
this reason research work on the
history of anarcho-communism
should begin above all by dispensing
with the slanders which surround
Makhno's name and by re-establish-
ing the authentic historic facts.’

IZTOK 20 January 1983
(Paris)




review

Jaroslav Hasek was an active anarchist in Bohemia in the

first decade of the century. In the early 1920’s, when his
health was failing, he started to write his only novel, but died
before completing it. This unfinished work — 7he Good
Soldier Svejk and His Fortunes in the World War — has since
peen translated into over forty languages and been read by
millions making Hasek probably the most widely read (ex)
anarchist ever. Yet to many anarchists he still remains a
virtual nobody. As the centenary of his birth is now upon us
it is apposite that his own picaresque life story now be briefly

told and appraised.

JAROSLAV HASEK :
The Good, The Bad and

The Ugly

The bare bones

He was born on April 30th 1883
into a lower-middle class family re-
siding in Prague which was then
simply a provincial capital within
the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy.
The province was Bohemia, and its
inhabitants, the Czechs, having
their own distinct history, tradi-
tions and language, hated the
German-speaking ruling class Many
young Czechs grew up despising the
Government and Hasek was no ex-
ception, getting himself expelled
from school for his riotous partici-
pation in the street fights between
Czechs and Germans.

After doing jobs in two chemists’
shops (1) he completed his studies
and found work in a bank (1902)
By then he was already engaged in
activities he was to maintain
throughout his life — writing short
stories (by 1904 he had had 50
published); restless wandering
(which got him the sack from the
bank) and drinking (which was to
eventually hasten his death) *In
1903 he added a new string to his
bow when he started to take an in-
tarest Iin radical politics. For
thase young Czechs who com-

" bined a desire for radical social

change with an anti-Austrian bent
it was but a short step into the
anarchist milieu.. (Many young
Czechs considered the Social Demo-
crats tog internationalist.) Hasek
made this step and in October 1903
was arrested for pissing in front of
the main police station (2) Three
more arrests followed in quick
succession and he considered |t
wise to remove himself to the
northern coalfields where there was
a strong anarchist base. The miners
there had formed themselves into
the Czech Confederation of Trade
Unions and they espoused a strange
mixture of individualism (after
Johann Most) and syndicalism.. (In
contrast the movement in Prague
was anarchist-communist.) Hasek
worked on the CFTU’s paper
Progressive Youth. Soon, though,
his restlessness and taste for drink
got the better of him and he ‘dis-
appeared’ while collecting subscrip-
tions. When he was found two days
later with a bandaged head and a
bad hangover a bitter argument
ensued and he left,

He was soon back in the thick of
things in Prague, working on the
anarchist papers, Pauper and
Commune, At this time he and
his comrades unmasked an agent
provocateur whom they worked

i

over and then dumped outside a | tary politics. Its meetings — which

police station with an attached
note offering him as an exhibit
for the Emperor's zoo.. Hasek
again came to the attention of the
police so he again headed north
from where he corresponded with
his lover, Jarmila Mayerova.

This relationship was strongly
opposed by Jarmila’s father who in-
sisted that Hasek must finish with
anarchism. Ever-impulsive, Hasek
agreed, but then immediately went
out to an anarchist demonstration
at which he was arrested for serious-
ly assaulting a policeman. At his
trial he wittily but foolishly de-
fended himself by regaling the
court at length witl, Dostoevsky'’s
story, The Double. He went down
for a month after which he was
forbidden to see Jarmila until he
reformed.

This he attempted to do, and al-
though 1t meant he moved away
from anarchist circles he still re-
mained subversive. He took jobs
writing for the papers of two
political parties (between which
he carried out a bogus polemic
with himself), and in the 1908
elections became an organiser for
one of them, publishing such scan-
dalous lies about an opposition
party that its members wrecked his
adopted party’s offices (what a
shame!) as he fled out of the back
door. He then moved on to the
editorship of the journal, Animal
World, and this impressed the
Mayers who then permitted him to
marry their daughter.

His new-found respectability did
not last long. He was sacked from
Animal World for inventing animals
and when he followed this up with
a dog business (which he called a
‘cynological institute’) he was pro-
secuted for forging pedigrees after
which he went bankrupt. The en-
suing domestic strife became too
much for him and in February
1911 he attempted suicide,

But 1911 was to be a positive
year for him. In May he wrote his
first Svejk story which was rapidly
followed by four more. (3) Then in
June he executed his most famous
hoax by inventing his own party for
which he stood as the sole candi-
date in the Imperial elections. The
party was The Party For Moderate
Progress Within The Bounds Of The
Law (how much more subtly
scathing than the presentday ‘Bis-
cuit Barrel’ bores) and it was the
perfect medium through which to
express his disgust with parliamen-

some say Kafka attended — were
more like cabarets at which every-
thing sacred and respectable was
debunked. He subsequently wrote
a History of the Party but it was
too libellous for publication In
his lifetime and didn’t see printer’s
ink until 1963. (4) After this
notable success he drifted around
in ever-decreasing circles, writing,
drinking, tramping, until the First
World War broke out.

For many of the combatants in
Central and Eastern Europe and
Russia the war was seen as a
chance to achieve national inde-
pendence. Hasek was one such com-
batant and in September 1915 he
allowed himself to be caught by the

Russians rather than continue fight-
ing for the Austrians. This marked
a decisive turning point in his life. *

In his first two years in Russia he
underwent several extreme political
transformations, starting out as a
pro-Romanov Czech nationalist and
ending up as a member of the
communist party dedicated to the
social revolution. This fickleness al-
most cost him his life when, in May |
1918, he only just avoided execu-
tion by the departing Czech Legion
who considered him a traitor. By
then he was busy putting his
writing and linguistic skills to use

doing propaganda work in the Urals*

for the Czech section of the
Russian Communist Party.

For the first time in his life he
found himself involved in a social
commitment which he took serious-
ly (he gave up drink) and in which
he himself was taken seriously. His
hard work in the Urals and Siberia
(6) was noticed in Moscow and
when the social struggle developed
apace in Czechoslovakia he was or- H
dered there to help it along. It is.
worth pausing to consider this.
Here was Hasek — former tramp,
drunk, anarchist, bohemian and
skiver — being entrusted with a
secret mission by the Comintern,
no less His mission? To help over-
throw the Czech Republic, the
creation of which he had in the past
given so much energy to and which
he had not yet even seen.

It all went wrong. He arrived in
Prague just after the insurrection
had been suppressed. This left him
in a vacuum: he felt he couldn’t re-
turn to Moscow empty-handed yet
he was powerless to act in Prague

where he had enemies in all quar-

ters. He took solace in drink once
more and his old friends noticed he

was no longer the merry jester of
yore but was now bitter and cynical

It was at this low point that Svejk
came to the rescue. Hasek hit upon
the idea of writing about him in the
context of the war, a setting which
was so huge that it justified a novel.
However, no sooner did he start
writing than his health began to fail
so he moved to Lipnice in the coun-
try to continue the work there. His
health still flagged and on January
3rd 1923, with only four of the
projected six volumes written, he
died of pneumonia and heart failure,

Some flesh
Clearly it is difficult to draw defi-
nite conclusions about someone as
erratic as Hasek, Nor can we look
to him for help; otherwise lo-
quacious, when it came to his own
life he was laconic. The many le-
gends which sprang up concerning
his exploits cloud matters further.
He did once write a biographical
‘confession’ in answer to rumours
that he left Russia with blood on
his hands, but it was a spoof be-
ginning, ‘At the age of six months |
devoured my elder brother .../
However, two over-riding charac-
teristics are discernible. Tied in
with one another, they are his im-
pulsiveness and his gross irresponsi-
bility. He was someone who could
pop out for beer and not return for
a week; we have seen how he ab-
sconded with comrades’ funds: he
would sponge from friends and
then unscrupulously turn a blind
eye when they needed help. The
only person he loved in his life,
Jarmila, he broke with, leaving her
with a child. Above all else he was
a writer — his bibliography lists
over 1,200 pieces — yet he took no
interest in the work of his friends
and contemporaries and was averse
to cultural discussions. (He pre-
ferred to glean facts from railway



timetables, professional journals
and tourist brochures.) He thought
nothing of leaving some of his
stories for Jarmila to complete,

Even so, it cannot be said that he
simply did not care, For example,
his alcoholism can be seen not just
as a symptom of bohemian deca-
dence but also as a sign that some-
thing vital was missing from life, a
life he wanted to be full. Nor was
he impervious to pain, though he
tried his best not to show it. When
his life was at an extremely low
point in 1911 he could hide his
pain no longer and tried to escape it
by jumping off the Charles Bridge.

His vacillations manifested them-

selves in his politics. Although he
was extremely self-indulgent he did
seriously seek some form of social
engagement from boyhood onwards
and he developed into a political
animal, albeit a chameleon. He was,
in turn, a Czech nationalist street
brawler, an anarchist, a National
Socialist, (6) a Social Democrat, a
monarchist, a liberal republican and
a communist., That is, in non-
zoological terms, he was an oppor-
tunist, a walking microcosm of all
the multifarious, conflicting politi-
cal currents that moved at that
heady time when centuries-old em-
pires swayed and finally fell and
new republics (whether bourgeois
democratic or state communist)
came screaming into the world.
Having an aversion to matters cere-
bral, he never once attempted to
construct a coherent political cri-
tique from his extensive experi-
ences, but, instead, was guided by
an immedjate gut reaction to all
kinds of authority between which
he never clearly distinguished. (A
not uncommon fault amongst anar-
chists.) He therefore tended to un-
thinkingly respond to the pasSing
pressures of the moment and could
not himself initiate political ideas
and action. His only attempt at this
was a hoax — The Party For Mode-
rate Progress Within The Bounds Of
The Law. It would therefore be
misleading to see him as a revolu-
tionary and more pertinent to con-
sider him a rebe/. His last act was to
harness this rebellion and express it
in the way he knew best, by writing.
Little did he know that the final
stone he was to throw into the
literary pond — The Good Soldier
Svejk And His Fortunes In The
World War — would send out
ripples in time and space which to
this day continue to expand.

Following in the footsteps of Cer-
vantes and Rabelais, this 700 page
epic is ostensibly a series of slap-
stick (mis)adventures of a certified
idiot/unhailed sage; but it is also a
scathing attack on the Austro-
Hungarian military state in particu-
lar and on militarism in general. Be-
neath the literary custard pies and
battlefield excrement lies an awe-
some sense of rupture in which the

irrelevance of the old world is
thrown into stark relief and the

portent of the new is but dimly
discerned. It is only in these terms
that the generalised absurdity

(usually considered the be-all and
end-all of the work) is comprehen-

sible. To say more about the book
would require a separate article.

Shortage of space here makes it

possible to concentrate in any de-

tail only on Hasek’s life and his

‘effect’. If you want more — read

the book. (7)

~nd the remains
Within a few years of Hasek's death

Svejk was translated into German
and Russian (1926) and there were
French and English versions by
1932. (8) It is now available in over
forty languages. For a work that

was written essentially for a local
audience — it was self-published in
instalments and sold round pubs to
begin with — this is a phenomenal
achievement,

Although the idea of a bumbling
private was not entirely new when
Hasek created Svejk (1911), credit
must go to him for perfecting the
idea to such a degree that he gave
to world literature a type that has
constantly been used and a form of
attack on militarism that has given
other works a more readily access-
ible nature. The best known of
these in the English language is per-
haps Catch 22. Elsewhere, the now-
exiled dissident Russian writer,
Viadimir Voinovich, has virtually
made a career for himself with his
Svejk clone, lvan Chonkin.

And the Good Soldier has also
appeared on stage, first in 1922 in
Czechoslovakia while the author
was still alive. In 1928 there was a
stage version in Berlin which in-
volved a formidable combination of
talent: Bertolt Brecht co-scripted,
George Grosz designed and Erwin
Piscator directed. Brecht |ater
wrote his ‘own’ version which was
staged as recently as this February
in London.

Of course it would be naive to
overlook the diluting and distorting
effect this wide acceptance has had
on the man and his work. He has
become many things to many diff-
erent people. In the Soviet Union
there are streets named after him
even though he was almost ex-
pelled from the party as soon as
he joined; in Czechoslovakia he is a
national literary hero, yet in the
year of his centenary a modern
Czech satirist, Vaclav Havel, was,
until last month, rotting in a prison
hospital with pneumonia; and in
the West he is generally seen as a
bohemian Bohemian, good for a
laugh but not worth serious con-
sideration and so his centenary is
ignored. (However, the global or-
ganisation, UNESCO, is marking
his centenary with cultural events.)
Having had such a wayward charac-
ter laid him open to having such
diverse influence and, his success
being posthumous, there was no-
thing he could do to counter any
abuses.

It is perhaps fitting to leave the
last word about such a complex
creature with the person to whom
he revealed most, Jarmila Mayerova.
She succintly captured the tragi-
comedy of his life when she wrote,
‘His smile was not the smile of a
good-natured man who smiles be-

cause he, is happy. It said, “I'm
smiling so as not to weep.”"’

AP
(With thanks to | and A)

Literature

The Good Soldier Svejk and His
Fortunes in the World War. Hasek.
Penguin. £3.50.

The Red Commissar. Hasek. Abacus.

£2 .95,
stories.)
The Bad Bohemian, a life of Jaroslav
Hasek. Cecil Parrott. Bodley Head.
£10. (Biography)

(A collection of short

Hasek and Kafka., Karel Kosik.
Telos 23. Spring 1975.
Czechoslovak News Bulletin.

November 1982. Czech embassy. :y.
Programme notes to National

Theatre production of Brecht’s
Schwejk in the Second World War,

Notes

1. See ‘From an old pharmacy’ in
Red Commissar.

2. See ‘Justice and the lesser bodily
needs’ in Red Commissar.

3. All included in Red Commissar.
4. Excerpts in Red Commissar.

5. See ‘Bugulma Stories’ in Red
Commissar.

6. Nothing to do with the Nazis.

7. A highly illuminating criticism
is given in Kosik's Hasek and Katka.
8. The first unexpurgated English
edition didn’t appear until 1973.

We are sad to report that our
comrade Jack Robinson died
last Sunday, 20th March, as a
result of the severe stroke he
suffered on 19th January, just
two days before his 70th
birthday. Philip Sansom writes
of his contribution to FREE-
DOM, Freedom Press and
Freedom Bookshop over 30
years.

JACK
ROBINSON

\

\

Jack Robinson and Mary Canipa in 1961

| first met Jack Robinson when he
came to London from the North of
England in 1952 to work with
Lilian Wolfe in the Freedom Book-
shop in Red Lion Street, just off
Holborn in Central London. In fact
| can remember the letter he wrote
offering his services and outlining
his qualifications for the job —
chief of which was the fact that he
was capable of earning his own
living as a second-hand bookseller
and thus could work for the book-
shop for a pittance. Since Lilian
was also living off her pension, it
meant that, as far as this part of
the anarchists’ activities in Lon-
don were concerned, we had prac-
tically abolished the wages system.

In fact Jack first became known
to one of the London comrades
walking round the exercise yard in
Wormwood Scrubs in 1942, doing
siXx months as a conscientious ob-
jector and it was most probably
there that he first began to get his
anarchist education — for, like so
many others, he began his political
life in the ILP. '

After coming out of prison, the
state having lost interest in him,
he offered himself for the astonish-
ing Job of a guinea pig in a hospital
carrying out Vitamin C experiments
and later got a job as a nurse in a
hospital for epileptics. But with the
end of the war, he set himself up as
a second-hand bookdealer in Pres-
ton. It was in this area of Lanca-
shire that he came into contact
with likeminded people like Kath-
leen and Peter Rantell, warders of
Jerusalem Farm Youth Hostel at
Colne, whose enthusiasm (and over-
night facilities) brought many liber-
tarians together,

It was natural, then, having
proved his anti-militarism, that Jack
Robinson should be among the
founders of the Colne and Nelson
Libertarian  Discussion Group,
which in turn founded the Nelson
and Colne Anti-Militarist Federa-
tion, bringing together members of
the Syndicalist Workers’ Federation,
the ILP and the PPU. This group at
different times held their meetings
at the Weavers® Institute in Nelson
and at the Twisters and Drawers
Club in Colne — reflecting the
dominant industry of that area:
textiles.

Not for Jack, however, a life in
the dark satanic mills. In 1949 he
had met the anarchists in force at
their annual summer school — that
year held in Liverpool — and as |
have already said, in 1952 came
down to London, where he quickly
integrated with the London Anar-
chist Group.

The first piece | have been able
to find in FREEDOM over Jack's

Hinitials was In fact initialled also
by Lilian Wolfe. In the issue of
December 27 1952, a small plug
for the Freedom Bookshop en-
titled ‘We Weren’t Stalin’s Book-
sellers” poured scorn on the flood,

of anti-Communist breast-beatings
from all the fellow-travellers who
suddenly saw the light when the
Cold War replaced the war-time

alliance with Russia. Both the title
and the text were of the style we

were to get used to in the years to
come, when Jack Robinson, JR,
Jack Spratt, or Jon Quixote never
failed to appear in the paper, all in
their different styles. Jack Spratt
was the satirical one.

Also in that issue was a special
‘rreedom Anthology’ (well, it was
the ‘Christmas Number’) of passages
from writers varying from John
Donne to Ignazio Silone, Ibsen to
A L Lloyd, all the fruit of JR's in-
satiable appetite for reading. We all
thought he must have read every
one of the books he bought and
sold, and indeed, | feel sure that
Jack would not have sought to pro-
fit from any books of which he
didn’t approve.

By 1954 he and Mary Canipa,
whom he first met at Jerusalem
Farm, were living together and they
were part of the strong team of
anarchists who started the Mala-
testa Club, first of London’s poli-
tical clubs at this time. Typically,
whereas the rest of us all did one
evening per week on duty, Jack and
Mary did two.

The Club lasted till 1958 and
after a short hiatus in public activi-
ty, meetings started up again in the
early sixties, coinciding with the
beginning of CND and the Alder-
maston marches — which included
Jack and Mary from the very first
one — the one that went TO Alder-
maston. At around this time, Jack
was instrumental in organising the
reqular Sunday evening meetings
at which he frequently spoke and,

at the same time, under the name
of Jon Quixote, produced a column
right through the middle 60’ which
proved very popular. Called ‘Out Of
This World’ it appeared every week
(yes, FREEDOM was a weekly
then) and was a result of assiduous
scanning of newspapers for the ab-
surdities of governments and the
pomposities of the high and migh-
ty — which Jack always seemed to
find contradicting each other. He
had a sharp eye for that.

He was an individualist (and not
the only one) who didn’t approve
of Stirner — although | would say
he had a pretty well developed ego
of his own; although he had been a
frequent visitor to Jerusalem Farm,
he wasn't really a communalist and

or ‘plumber’s flush’ as he put it,

certainly wasn't a syndicalist, not
even: like most of us, in theory. |
suppose “Tolstoyan’ is the nearest
you could get to a category for a
person who didn’t want to be cate-
gorised. But he was a vegetarian
pacifist, who eschewed tobacco and
alcohol — and not just because they
were bad for you. | am sure he just
could' not bear the thought of con-
tributing to the state's coffers
through the ever-increasing duty
the government levies on our weak-
nesses. For much the same reason
he did his best to avoid entering
the machine age and embraced a
life of (more or less) voluntary
poverty, earning enough, most of
the time, for everyday needs with-
out ever getting near that dreaded
tax threshold. It's doubtful if the
state ever got enough out of Jack
Robinson to buy a single bullet.

In this he was very lucky to have
a companion of similar views,
though rather more practical skills,
who not only contributed to their
joint welfare, but, during FREE-
DOM’s lean years during the 707,
did the typing for the whole issue
as well as, right up to a year ago,
Keeping the subscription list up to
date, Jack making a fertnightly trip
to London with the wrappers.

By this time, they were living in a
small village in Suffolk where, in
spite (or, because of?) going to
prison in 1972 for refusal to fill in
the Census Form, or pay a fine,
both Jack and Mary became well
integrated in village life and made
many friends. Jack joined the local
amateur theatrical society and the
Amnesty International Group in
nearby Sudbury.

Their village friends showed their
concern when he was struck down
in January by organising a rota sys-
tem for driving Mary the 40-50
miles round trip to the hospital in
Bury-St-Edmunds every day.

Unfortunately, the stroke Jack
suffered was very severe, para-
lysing his right side and seriously
impeding his speech — a cruel blow
for a person as communicative and
articulate as he. Complications set
in and it became impossible to help
him with normal therapy. He had
to have painkillers and was in a
coma when he died. Mary was with

him and so, coincidentally, was
Alan Albon, also from the Freedom
Group he had worked with for so
long.

| am aware of the inadequacy of
this tribute. Jack and | were very
different in character and in our
approach to anarchism. We often
disagreed, but | would be the last to
deny the contribution he made to
the work of the anarchist move-
ment in London and to Freedom
Press in many capacities.



Hanging about

with Jesus

It hangs from a ceiling within the
Royal Academy as an essay in
gallows humour for it has all the
phosphorescent charm of a corpse
in those last stages when the flesh
ceases to be thinking, questing,
man and worm or maggot bait, the
last final indignity before becoming
dem bones dem bones dem dry
bones, It is the, literally, dredged
up remains of Cenni di Pepi, known
now as Cimabue’s life size painting
of Christ hanging from the cross
and, like Salvador Dali's Saint John
of the Cross, it hangs in theatrical
space demanding that we look
down for Dali and up for Cimabue.
It hangs in shadowed silence within
one room of the Royal Academy
and that room has been turned into
a stage set in the fashionable style
used by the contemporary theatre
to destroy the poetry and drama of
Shakespeare, wherein the work of
the artist is held to be secondary to
the presentation. The room within
the Royal Academy has its walls
draped with brown cloth and along
the full length of the walls are
benches covered with that same
brown cloth and at intervals of
three or four feet and above the
head of the seated person there is a
small shaded light shining down on-
to the head of the seated person
and, given an empty room with no

EASTER RISING
Continued from front page

insert on the Easter demonstration,
the great bulk of the space being
given to the Thursday blockades,
with a guide to non-violent direct
action and a legal briefing. The
orthodox opposition to such de-
monstrations, which split the old
movement, seems to have faded
away. What remain to be seen are
the reactions of the authorities and
of the general public.

The reactions of the authorities
to the growing radical wing of the
new movement have so far been
cautious and confused. There has
been relatively little violence at
direct action demonstrations com-
pared with what happened in the
old days, when people were quite
often hurt. There have been re-
markably few arrests at such de-
monstrations compared with what
happened in the old days, when
there used to be hundreds at a time.
There have also been remarkably
mild charges and sentences com-
pared with what happened in the
old days, when there used to be
trials for incitement and conspi-
racy, sometimes under the drastic
Official Secrets Acts, and long
prison sentences; so far the main
technique has been to arrest the
minimum number of people, to
use minor charges, and to im-
prison only for the refusal to be
bound over,

The Greenham Common women
have for nearly a year been suffer-
ing more from the civil than from
the criminal law. They have been
continually harassed by a series of
court cases aimed at evicting them
from the land where their peace-
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more than a dozen people seated,
the light shining down onto the
head of each separate individual,
Cimabue’s Christ dangling in space,
we have the stage set for a pastiche
medieval morality play buffet and
bar and our next presentation She
Stoops To Conguer,

It IS impressive and | am im-
pressed, but what am | asked to be
impressed about, for this Florentine
painter of the late 13th century
moves In and out of the art his-
torians’ fancies as no more than a
clause for them to move on to
greater matters. Dante in his //
Purgatorio dismissed Cimabue by
writing that ‘Cimabue thought he
held the field in painting, but now
Giotto is acclaimed and his fame
obscured’ and in 1983 under the
patronage of Olivetti | before e the
remnants of this 13th century
painting IS being hawked across the
world for the Town and his rosary
swinging frau to pay for the plea-
sure of standing in silent adoration
and catching up on their culture.

Seventeen years ago Florence
was the, not so helpless, victim of a
flood wherein many lives were lost
and it is held that many of the lost
lives and ruined masterpieces need
not have occurred if various dykes
had been opened, but the greed of
the landowners and a supine, gut-

camp is situated, outside the main
gate of the base. The government
departments involved have almost
entirely kept out of this procedure,
leaving it to the local council; yet,
despite great expense of time and
money and severe court orders
against some women, the peace-
camp remains. One ironical point is
that the base is on a common — or
rather, two commons, Greenham
and Crookham — but of course, as
usual in English law, a common is
not in fact common. All that is left
from the old system of genuine
common ownership is the limited
right of local residents to have
access to the land and to do such
things as gathering food or raw
materials (nuts and gravel, in this
case); and Newbury Council has
now deliberately revoked these
rights, so that technically no one
Is allowed on the common at all,
What a symbolic business — the
state, pretending to defend us,
drives us off our own land!

But the state has much more
powerful forces at its disposal, if
it decides to use them, All the de-
monstrators at Greenham Common
and Burghfield could be charged
under the Official Secrets Acts, for
approaching and obstructing pro-
hibited places for purposes pre-
judicial to the state; and all the
organisers could be charged for
conspiracy and incitement. We
could be met with considerable
violence and thousands of years’
imprisonment. We must be ready
to face this fact, if our action be-
gins to become effective,

The real test is indeed how to
make our action effective, A huge
gathering at Aldermaston on Fri-
day will get a lot of publicity, but

$ | less political bureaucracy must be

held to be responsible for much of
the human and aesthetic tragedy.
What we now have with Cimabue’s
Crucifix is less than half the original
painting and ten years’ work by the
back room boys in cleaning and
fixing the remains. | was appalled,
and no one loves being more
appalled than |, at the casual and
heavy handed way the aproned lads
and the tip toeing top brass humped
and dragged the Olivetti chaperoned
Christ upon His cross, for one felt
that Christ the Original carried his
cross to Golgotha the Place of the
Skull with more regard for the
State’s property than the Art Estab-
lishment and International Big
Business appeared to show for their
Masterpiece of the Month.

Of every act that tops the bill, be
they super star or super stud, it is
claimed that they give a new inter-
pretation to the role and of Cima-
bue it can be claimed that he gave
his angels muscles and to the cruci-

fied Christ an appearance of the
futility of the acceptance of the
agony and the death. Whatever
merit Cimabue's painting of the
crucified Christ may have had, |
would bear witness that the Italian
landowners, bureaucratic politi-
cians, multinational big business
and the international art establish-
ment, each In their own interests,
are intent on doing a dead action
replay of the road to Golgotha and
using Cimabue’s rotted masterpiece
for the disposable studio prop. Let
us of our sins equate Cimabue’s
crucified Christ with the pleasant
fashionable trivia of the hour and
hand in hand with the Town and
his jesting frau find the town offers
us much for our amusement and
demands little of us intellectual-
wise as we would say sitting beer in
hand among the student squatters
within the Senate House of London
University for it is all of a oneness
said Mr Toad.

Those many years ago | would sit
in the gallery of the Shepherd’s
Bush Empire there to watch and
applaud Max Miller and Max Wall
long long before the London
pseudo intellectual middle class pat-
ronised them into camp cult figures

it will only polarise opinion and
will not affect the general public
much. Large blockades at Green-
ham Common and Burghfield on
Thursday, even if they succeed in
closing both bases for a day, won't
stop them opening again after the
weekend. The truth is that we
haven’t yet begun genuine direct
action and that we are still at the
stage of symbolic action and pro-
paganda by deed. It matters not

so much whether such action is
legal (as on. Friday) or illegal (as
on Thursday), as whether the
deed spreads the propaganda and
the propaganda spreads the deed.
What we are doing now mainly
helps us to increase our resistance
and helps others to join the resis-
tance. If we succeed in this, we
shall begin to meet the real opposi-
tion of the authorities; and if we
succeed in facing this, we shall be-
gin to take genuine direct action.
As well as the vast work of getting
and giving information, having and
winning arguments, raising and
spending money, the vanguard of
the movement will have to move
forward, start serious obstructions,
permanent invasions, and deliberate
sabotage of sensitive places, goinc
beyond reformist to revolutionary
activity.

Anything less than this will not
be enough. Cruise and Trident, the
American bases, so-called civil de-
fence — these are important issues
which arouse anxiety and anger
and have caused the revival of the
movement, but we shall have to
move beyond them. It will not be
enough to cancel the new nuclear
missiles while keeping the old ones,
to remove American bases while
keeping British ones, to dismantle

H in their pantheon of the secondary
{ higher

arts, Max Miller and his
cheque book are long gone and now
Max Wall is left to do his funny
walk and to move into the plays of
Beckett and Pinter, proving to the
hoi polloi that great art can be fun.
Now Max Wall is at the National
Portrait Gallery for he has been en-
shrined for all times, at least until
the 15th May 1983, in a series of
paintings by Maggi Hambling, one
time Artist in Residence at the
National Gallery. The value of the
work lies in the fact that it is of a
known and well liked entertainer
and the subject is recognisable and
Maggi has captured him in a variety
of poses and moods. Yet of the
paintings what can one write, for
they reflect too many other styles,
from that of Francis Bacon's use of
paint as raw colours left on the can-
vas like raw wounds with Velasquez
17th century Pope Innocent X
painting as his model, drawings
echoing Toulouse-Lautrec to back-
grounds recalling, via Japanese air-
line, the soft and subtle merging
harmonies of colours favoured by
the Japanese advertising industry.
Max Wall with a red rose in his lapel
stood among us, a very gentle man,
and he signed our catalogues ‘with
love’. Eighty years or so ago these
paintings, because of their subject
matter, would, as with the works of
Toulouse-Lautrec, be important
social-historical documents, but In
the world of the mass all purpose
recording media one now turns to
the artist desiring works of creative
imagination or skilled craftsman-
ship but Magaqi . . .

But it is the Quilting Patchwork
and Applique 1700 — 1982 ex-
hibition at the Craft Council
Gallery, two minutes from Picca-
dilly Circus, that has drawn me a
number of times, for here on dis-
play are a number of skilful and
often very beautiful works of
sewing by women and the point
that I1s made in the catalogue by
June Freeman is that it meant mind
deadening drudgery for generations
of women and in relation to that it
was the sewing machine that helped
to free women from that mind
deadening lifetime of sew sew sew.

civil defence while keeping mili-
tary defence. The radical movement
against nuclear weapons must get at
the roots of war and authority, the
whole political and economic struc-
ture of the warfare state, and put
down new roots of peace and free-
dom. We began to do this 20 yearg
ago, but we failed for many reasons.
One was lack of numbers, and
Easter may show that this no longer
applies. Another was lack of deter-
mination, and Easter and what
happens afterwards must show that
this no longer applies either. In this,
as in every other struggle, we shall
get nowhere by following leaders
or trusting parties, passing resolu-

TOAF'ORD

BaisToL

Rich or poor it was the sewing
circle and the sweat shop that
trapped women’s minds into that
one narrow area and one thinks of
all those closed rooms and the
hours of those sewing sewing sew-
ing needles. Around about 1880 a
north country quilter woman might
earn 7s 6d to 10s a week selling her
work while the male land worker
would expect to earn 15s to 20s a
week with a tied cottage and for
the woman dependent on her own
resources this was her only means
of livelihood. In 1981 Pauline Bur-
bidge claimed that she could earn
£146 a week as an art teacher, but
for making quilts she could not ex-
pect to earn £75 a week, but |
would suggest that for the woman

and the man of 1880 their work
and their poverty was frozen within
their social standing within that
society whereas in 1981 whether
one throws a pretty pot, sews a
quilt or opens a back street book-
shop is part of a choice of a limited
luxury greater if one is a Bond
Street gallery flogging Caro’s iron
sculpture with built in rust or lesser
If one is making quilts, throwing
pots or selling the poetry of Denis
Gould. It is not the grim ordained
economic necessity of the 19th
century. But comrades the exhi-
bition and the catalogue is worthy
of, nay more, demands your atten-
tion,

And for myself, In, the cause of
art and the demand to stand up and
be counted, this week and next |
shall be moving resolutions through
various committed bodies asking,
calling upon, then demanding that
the GLC of Ken Livingstone shall
follow up their praiseworthy but
quickly forgotten statue to Peace
somewhere on the South Bank by
commissioning a Life Size statue to
Blair Peach who was beaten to
death at Southall. Let the GLC
commission it, let it be made Life
Size and let that statue to the
slaughtered Blair Peach be erected
in a public place in the presence of
all those politicians who claim to

support the aims for which he
died.

Arthur Moyse

tions or holding elections: whatever
we want done we shall have to do
ourselves, and whatever happens it
will be a long and hard struggle.

Anarchists will of course be
present on all the Easter de-
monstrations, as on all the pre-
vious nuclear disarmament de-
monstration. Anyone who wants
to sell FREEDOM should if
possible obtain copies from us
beforehand. Some of us will be
joining the Sit Together demon-
strations on Thursday, and seve-
ral of us will be selling FREE-
DOM at the Stand Together
demonstration on Friday. See
you there!

ReEmnoING

Nor Drawn
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The farce at Darlington continues
apace. We have been doing the
usual — flyposting, leafletting etc,
but what has really got up the
bastards’ noses is the ‘Darlington
Free Radio’!

At the present time this only
consists of a beaten up megaphone,
but it has been very effective. Our
inaugural broadcast was at a Foot
rally which was attended by over
1000 people. We set up our outside
broadcasting unit ( a broken down

Darlington farce

oon. 1'0 ¢ Fiat) outside the hall. Apparently
FORGOTTEN THAT/! : : :
WNAT DOES ONE SAY nice Mr Foot was in the middle of
IN AN ELECT/O :
0 SOCECH TOMMYP his rousing electoral address when

we went on the air. The audience

\ (TN <
3 ',7'-“ | \) £ ‘immediately burst out laughing (or
Q. @ ; ' .
2 R so we're told) and took no notice
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S'FASY/ l

YOU'VE GOT TO NAVE A
OOL/ICY = LIKE FREE CREAM \
BUNS FOR EVERYONE IF
YOU GET IN, GOSN, SURELY |
YOU CAN THNINK OF ,
someTming, sue! /|
.. tehad

\\\\

of nice Mr Foot's speech. (He

was lost and couldn’t regain his

audience’s attention, until he re-
membered the magic word-unilater-
alism, whereupon the passive hacks
rose from their seats and cheered
the great leader)., We remained on
the air for two minutes urging
people not to vote etc. All this time

our outside broadcasting unit was
under attack from the party thugs,
and as it was only borrowed from a
friend we decided to retreat, How-
ever we did return twice more to
disturb the proceedings.

At our next broadcast we made
a great tactical error. The occasion
was the labour party march to high-
light the closure of the Shildon
Wagon Works. We started off alright
and the crowd was very attentive (it
was boring just standing there wait-
ing for permission to move off).
However within 30 secs we had 20
to 30 party hacks threatening to
lynch us. The words that upset
them were, ‘Don’t vote Labour as
they are a pack of hypocritical
parasites.,” Some of the thugs com-
ments were rather illuminating:-
“This is not a political issue.” We
have marched all over the place
without any trouble until you lot
turned up.” We want to keep
politics out of this.” These and other
comments were relayed to the
crowd, as we continued broadcast-

ing. This upset the hacks even more.,

Although they were the ones
who were screaming abuse, trying
to relieve us of our radio, flags etc,
it was we who were threatened with
arrest if we opened our mouths any
more that day. Talk about Russial
Even though the press were present
in abundance, we can guarantee
that not one word will be printed
about our demands for freedom of
speech; that this is how dissidents
the world over are treated.

Keeping our mouths shut we
attempted to leaflet the march as
it disappeared up its own arse, but
again were threatened with a thump-

ing. The labour party does believe
in freedom and democracy!

The campaign continues, but we
would urge, in the run up to the

general farce that all comrades
obtain a ‘Free Radio Station’
because as that rat Rodgers said,
‘We have free speech in this country’,
but would he let us have a go of his
megaphone. Would he fuck!

lan
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Trafalgar Square
Demo

from the Boys

Where’s the Pleasure ...
Freedom. Poison Girls. Released on

Xntric Records, distributed by
Rough Trade. Don’t pay much
more than £4.00.

In brief

Fear of

On Saturday 12 March there was a
demonstration at Trafalgar Square,
organised by the International
Fund for Animal Welfare, against
the continued slaughter of baby
seals. The demonstration was ‘aimed’
against the Canadian and Norwegian
embassy and handed in ‘thousands’
of letters, asking the Norwegian
government nicely, if they wouldn’t
mind stopping their participation in
the trade in seal fur,

The naivety and hypocrisy of the
whole event was in open evidence.
The official i.f.a.w banner read ‘if
the Canadian and Norwegian govern-
ment won't stop slaughtering seals,
we pledge to boycott Canadian fish’,
there were leather key rings on sale,
with the legend ‘save our seals’ . . .|
could go on.

The official leaders were petrified
of any spontaneous forms of protest,
and when a group of about 200
people went and sat down in the
road outside the National Gallery
stopping the traffic for about half
an hour, one of the leaders wasted

The course on Anarchism held
during February and March at the
Mary Ward Centre in London has
been a great success. More than 40
people registered (and paid) for the
siXx two-hour sessions on Monday
evenings plus another hour in the
pub, and although there were always
several absentees there were always
several visitors, and the attendance
was never less than 30.

Some of those present were active
anarchists (including members of
the FREEDOM Collective) with up

With the production of their latest
LP, Poison Girls have reached an
impressive level of both conception
and performance. Labelled Where’s
the Pleasure ... Fear of Freedom the
songs offer notes of warning, cries
of pain, shouts of anger.

With undoubted echoes of Kurt
Weill and the best of the Beatles in
their arrangements, Poison Girls
add a rocking urgency of their own
with driving basses and drums and
semi-surrealistic lyrics which cruelly
bring it all right into our own lives.
Leaving behind the crude attack of
the punk with which they began
five years ago, this group’s record-
ings are now getting right the

The chairman of the British Medical
Association’s central committee on
community medicine has said that
he will be asking the BMA to adopt
a formal position of non-cooper-
ation with government planning for
the aftermath of nuclear war,

The FBlI has been given wider
powers to use infiltrators and in-
formers and to tap telephones to
investigate ‘organisations advocating
violent social or political change in
the United States’. This will apply
even ‘if such groups are inactive’,

no time in grabbing a loud haler
and asking people to protest in ‘the
proper way’ . when they refused
he made it clear that they were
nothing to do with the ‘official’
demonstration, and shortly the
police (was it the SPG) moved in
for a spot of rough stuff, to clear
the road.

The l|leaders again showed their
true colours when we discovered,
on the march, that they had tricked
us, and we all went to turn back,
we found that the police had formed
a thick blue line across the road,
preventing our return to the em-
bassy. It was, coincidentally, at this
stage that one of the leaders announ-
ced that the demonstration was
‘officially’ over, and could we please
all go home quietly.

However, as far as | was con-
cerned, the afternoon was far from
a complete waste of time. There
were small groups of Anarchists
from London, High Wycombe, Nor-
wich and Maidstone present, whom
| talked to along with various other

to 40 vyears! experience of the
movement, some knew nothing
about anarchism at all, but there
was always productive give-and take
between the two extremes. There

were also wide divergences of
opinion between people who wanted

just to listen and talk about the
subject and people who wanted to
go out and do something about it,
but the lively disagreements never
became disruptive.

Some of the sessions, especially
on the hlstory of anarchism, con-

balance the Ilyrics deserve. You
actually hear the words!
But more than that, instruments

are being added which enrich the
sound. With a trumpet, trombone,
saxophones and a piano, this is
now becoming a band.

Specially significant for us at
this time are, in particular, two
tracks: ‘Rio Tinto Stink’ and ‘Take
The Toys From The Boys’. From
the first:

a cancer spreads from a hole in
the ground at rio tinto zinc

the company banks fill up their
tanks but they can't lock up

the stink

l

‘coffee ...

individuals. New friends had been
made; a disillusionment with such
leader- and followership, as had
been displayed this afternoon, must
have been felt by all present; and it
had also demonstrated that spon-
taneous, leaderless action can Dbe
taken by anyone. This was shown
by the sitdown and also by the
small group of about fifteen of us,
who, not content with going home
quietly, decided to cause the police
some minor trouble, by doubling
back to the embassy and continuing
our own protest, until threatened
with arrest.

The strength of this demon-
stration, then, was, as with any
other such form of protest through
the actual human element. In the
final analysis, the only way we can
guarantee an end to the fur trade is
for people to stop buying fur coats
etc.

It’s as simple as that, and we
shoudn’t waste our time asking
governments to help.

Gray

sisted mainly of a lecture with
questions afterwards; others, espec-
1ally on anarchist theory and prac-
tice, consisted mainly of open
discussion. Nearly everyone seemed
to get something out of the course,
and at the end of the last session
(this week) more than 20 people
decided to continue discussing
some of the topics. It is hoped to
start regular meetings Iin central
London soon after Easter, and any-
one else interested in comingshould

write to Nicolas Walter at the
FREEDOM Press.

whatever you may want to

think

are you feeling proud of the

hole in the ground at rio

tinto zinc?

while “Take The Toys From The

Boys’, sung like a church litany

with leader and ‘choir’, links

making THE bomb with capitalism

in the lyrics ‘made a bomb out of ...

sugar ... ‘rubber ..." and
ends with:

Think about it. All the money

they spend on nuclear

weapons

and there still isn't a safe and

reliable contraceptive.

uranium could kill your son | Simion Shlapp

The government has made a profit | valier, has appointed special com-

of over £3 million from immigrants
registration and naturalisation fees
in this financial year. It is estimated
that the actual cost of each applica-
tion is £52, The fee charged is £200.

The Labour Party has drawn up
new plans for repealing the Official
Secrets Act and replacing it with an
Information and Privacy Act. This
is reassuring, they haven't given us
such an undertaking since last time
they were in power,

Haiti's president, Jean-Claude Du-

missioners to ensure ‘honest and
correct elections’next month. These
are the first elections in 26 years of
Duvalier rule.

A couple of legal rulings. A magis-
trate gaoled a man for seven days
for whispering in the public gallery.
‘I'm sick of these sniggering people
at the back’. The Law Lords have
ruled that a man who accidently set
fire. to a house (he was smoking in
bed) and failed to try to put it out
or call the Fire Brigade was guilty
of arson.
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FREEDOM Collective would wel-
come any readers who wish to help
fold and despatch the paper. The
next issue will be sent out on Thurs-
day 7th April, starting at around
6pm. This is also a good time to
come in and meet the editors.

FREEDOM also needs your written
contributions and any graphics or
photographs readers feel would be
useful to us. Copy deadline for short
items for the next issue is first post,
Monday 4th, longer articles in by
first post, Thursday the 31st.
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wood MHall, Storridge, Worcestershire

MANCHESTER

"Wildcat' or ‘Solidarity'at: Box 25, 164/5
Corn Exchange, Hanging Ditch, M4 38BN
DAM, Box 20, 164/66 Corn Exchange
Bldgs, Hanging Ditch, M4,

m BOOKS FROM FREEDOM BOOKSHOP

(44pp por) £0.45 (19p)
New Departures No 15 1983 The
Third International Poetry Olym-
pics (64pp ppr) £1.50 (36p)
lwe can give full trade terms — plus

postage — on bulk orders of both
these journals] .

The Bomb

John Minnion and Philip Bolsover
(Eds): The CND Story. (158pp ppr)

£1.95 (31p)
Vernon Richards: Protest without

Illusions (168pp ppr) £1.95 (49p)
lwe can give full trade terms — plus
postage — on this title] .
lan McEwan: Or Shall we Die?

(32pp cloth) £4.95 (36p)
lan McEwan’s libretto to the Ora-

torio by Michael Berkeley —

together with his highly relevant
essay on the libretto — on the
subject of Nuclear Weapons and

the Arms race. [reviewed in
FREEDOM Vol 44 No 5].

Laurens Otter: Serious Politics
Begin with the Bomb (29pp ppr)
£0.30 (19p)

Housing

Colin Ward: Housing: An Anarchist
Approach (200pp ppr)

£2.25 (42p)
[New Edition from FREEDOM

MOFECAMBE AND LANCASTER
Chris Preston, 27 Nightingale Close,
Gosport, Hampshire PO12 JEU., (COrres-
pondence only)

MORECAMBE & LANCASTER

North Lancs Libertarians, c/o0 CHff M
Poxon, 13 Carleton St, Morecambe,
Lancs LA4A ANX

NORTH STAFFS

Careless Talk Collective, R Knight ¢/o
Students Union, The University, Keele,
Statty

NORWICH
Norwich ® Qroup, ¢/0o Box &, FREE:
WHEEL, 52.-54 King St

NOTTINGHAM

Jackie Veevers, 7 lrene Tce, Basford
Iindividuals Anonymous 12p sae, above
address

OLDHAM
Nigel Broadbent, 14
Fallsworth

ORPINGTON
Rik Fuller, 60 Ramsden Rd, Orpington,
Kent

OXFORD
Oxtord Anarchists, 34 Cowley Rd

PLYMOUTH

Anarchists, 115 St Pancras Ave, Penny-
Cross

PORTSMOUTH
area anarchist group, ¢/o Garry Richara-

son, 25 Beresford Close, Wateriooville,
Hants

READING
Reading Anarchists, Box
Bookshop, 17 Chatham St

RHONDDA

Westminster Rd,

19, Acorn

and Mid Glamorgan, Henning Anderson, |

‘Smiths Arms’, Treherbert, Mid Glamor-
gan

SHEFFIELD

Anarchists, ¢c/o 4 Havelock Square S10
2FQ

SOUTHAMPTON
¢/o0 78 Northumberiand Road, St Mary"'s

SOUTH WALES

DAM, c/0o Smiths Arms, Baglan Rd, Tre-
herbert., Write for anarcho-syndicalist
contacts in Treherbert, Rhondda, Ponty-
pridd, Penarth, Barry and Cardiff areas

SOUTHAMPTON

‘Southern Stress’ c/o October Books, 4
Onslow Rd

SURREY

Damp SqQuid Anarchists (North Surrey)
Tel: 01-399 3197

SUSSEX

Brighton Anarchists, ¢c/o Students Union,
Faimer House, University of Sussex,
Brighton East Sussex

Hastings Anarchists + Poison Pen, 92
London Rd, St Leonards-on-Sea, Sussex

Sussex Anarchist Society, c/o0o Hastings
Anarchist Group

SWANSEA

Billy, 63 Clynymaes Place, Blaenymaes,
Swansea

SWINDON

area, Mike, Groundswell Farm, Upper
Stratton, Swindon

Press — with a new postscript — Full

trade terms — plus postage — are

available on this title] .

Sarah Eno and Dave Treanor: The
Collective Housing Handbook
(142pp ppr) £3.50 (42p)

Gianfranco Sanguinetti: On Terror-
ism and the State (101pp ppr)
£3.00 (31p)
*Randolph Bourne: The Radical
Will. Selected Writings 1911 — 1918
(Ed bty Olaf Hansen) (548pp ppr)
£5.25 (94p)
*William Cahn: Lawrence 1912:
The Bread and Roses Strike (illus-
trated throughout) (240pp ppr)
£4.95 (94p)
*Edward Hallett Carr: The Roman-
tic Exiles: A Nineteenth Century
Portrait Gallery (Bakunin, Nechaev,
Herzen and Ogarev) (391pp ppr)
£8.50 (94p)
*Wency McElroy: Liberty 1881 —
1908: A Comprehensive Index
(cloth) £20.00 (66p)
[Special price to FREEDOM sut-
scribers. Otherwise £25.00]
"Scott French: The Big Brother
Game: Bugging, Wiretapping, Tail-
ing, Optical and Electronic Sur-
veillance, Surreptitious Entry.
(237pp ppr) (large format)
£9.00 (94p)

TAYSIDE
Josh Cowan, 3/R 17 Cheaviot Crescent,
Dundee, DDA 9Q)

TYNE &4 WEAR

Newcastie Anarchist Group,c/o 2 Priory
H Court, High St, Gateshead, Tyne & Wear,
NES® JJL

WAKEFIELD

Anarchist and Peace Group.c/o Fazacker-
ley. 36 Bowan St, Agbrigg, Wakefield,
West Yorkshire

WEST WALES

Terry Phillips, 7 Heol Nant, Felinfoel,
Lianelli, Dyfed SA4 BEL
GRAVESEND

A Janes, Lodge House (by Valley

Lodge), Ifleld Way, Gravesend,k Kent,

North West Anarchist Federation, c/o

NWAF, 224 Garston Old Road, Liver-
pool 19

CREWE

CAG, ¢/o Camm St Community Centre,

Old Co-op Factory, Camm Street, Crewe
Cheshire,

SHEFFIELD

Counterpolise Collective, 69, Rustlings
Rd, Sheffleld 11, 683692,

Black Hand, 60 Bates St, Sheffield S10
1INQ.

@ LITERATURE
T N P
Anarchist Stickers

Designed by Cliff Harper,

Self Adhasive; Black on White; 3 Iinches
Diameter. Five Different Designs, £0.30
each, (13p post).

Setof 5 for £1.00 (plus 13p post).

‘Do-it-yourself: Create Anarchy’,

‘Anarchy Is Freedom: Government is
Slavery’,

‘Be a Realist: Demand the Impossible’,

‘Read FREEDOM: Anarchist Fort-
nightiy*,

‘Anarchy Is Order: Government Is
Chaos’, '

Avallable only from FREEDOM Book-
shop Retall only.

B MEETINGS
e T e I R

‘Stand together' — Easter demonstrations
against nuclear weapons, 31 March - 2
April. Non-wiolent blogkades of Burgh-

fleld Royal Ordnance Factory (men and
U women) and Greenham Common missile
base (women only) from Thursday to
Friday; human chain linking Greenham
Common to Burghfield via Aldermaston
Atomic Weapons Research Establishment
(14 miles) on Friday morning, followed
by mass demonstration with entertain-
ments at Aldermaston on Friday after-
noon; mass die-sin In Glasgow on Satur-
day. CND, 11 Goodwin Street, London
N4 JHQ; Scottish CND, 420 Sauchije-
hall Street, Glasgow G2 3JD,

Anarchist Federation

Would London anarchists and liger-
tarians who have Ideas towards the
setting up of a network for coordination
of Information and resources please
write Box F,c/0o Freedom,

m FUNDS
T SR

l DEFICIT FUND
Contributions Received: March 3rd
ﬂ — 16th Inclusive

Canterbury K L S £4.00; Wolver-
hampton J L £1.50; J KW £0.50;
Lund, Sweden K R £0.25; Madrid
JCM£200; AMJE£1.75; Wolver-
hampton J L £1.50; J K W £0.50;
Nuneaton J N £1.00; Hull J M
£1.00; Maidstone M T £3.00; Bed-
ford J £1.00; Proceeds from Collec-
tion at Anarchist Picnic per A B
Miami Beach £33.00; Lima, Peru
J D A £3.30; Aberdare J A £0.75;
TOTAL = £55.05

Previously acknowledged = £290.12
TOTAL TO DATE = £345.17
TARGET FOR 1983 = £2000!

PREMISES/OVERHEADS FUND

Contributions Received: March 3rd
— 16th Inclusive

Canterbury K L S £4.00; Leeds A B
£0.20; Wolverhampton J L £3.00;
MadridJCM £2.00; Wolverhampton
J L £3.00; Maidstone M T £3.00;
Bedford J £1.25: Proceeds from
Collection at Anarchist Picnic per
A B Miami Beach £33.00; London
E9 B P £0.20; Aberdare J A £0.50;
Cove L Y £1.00; TOTAL =£51.15
Previously acknowledged = £202.32
TOTAL TO DATE = £253.47
TARGET FOR 1983 = £1500!

seoplfy

_ A
TO THE FLEECING SHED
AND SLAUGHTERHOUSE

e

Voting just means giving up your
indvidval power to somebady ekse.

I Got inmy case. I'm voting for the

\Sheep'sbeludod f'arty.
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