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There i1s this much to be said for

Margaret Thatcher: that our exper-
ience with her in power is enough
to squash forever those specious
arguments about how much, in the
name of equality, we need to have
300 women MPs, and how those
feminine qualities we all know and
love — like soft gentleness, com-
passion, intuition and unselfishness,
etc, etc, bear as much relationship
to universal truth as does macho
male behavioural myths.

So the Matriarch can behave like
a Patriarch. The Mother of Two
who wept briefly when her son was
thought lost in the Sahara, when it
comes down to it, can boast proudly
that she has the courage to press
the button — no doubt from the
imagined safety of a bunker specially
prepared for her and her specially
selected acolytes — the yes-menwith
which she determinedly surrounds
herself.

Rather than ask where’'s the
difference, we should instead seek
the reason for the similarity between
the Matriarch and the Patriarch.
The answer is of such simplicity
that only those determinedly be-
mused by politics can pretend not
to see it: POWER!

All those who took part in last
week’s pantomime pretend that
their candidate, if they were in a
supportive role, or they themselves
if they were contenders, would
behave differently if they found
themselves in a position of author-
ity. If they really believed that,
they would not be seeking author-
ity in the first place!

It is the practice of power over
others that is the cause of corrup-
tion in human relationships, and
although the feminists are right in
seeing male domination in so many
situations, it is the domination itself
that is wrong, not the sex of the
individual, nor the colour of his/her
skin, nor any other characteristic
over which they can have no control.

For making this clear, our
anarcha-feminist sisters should be
delighted with the re-election of
Mrs Thatcher, whose cynical use of

every hype in the book during her
campaign has underlined the anar-
chist case just as surely as the next

few years will destroy the ‘straight’
feminist generalisations.

Unhappily, those are not all that
will be destroyed in the next few

years. Many more will suffer; many
illusions will be shattered.

If that includes the main illusion,

that’s no bad thing!

of issues, there was more prolifer-
ation of parties, and there was a
more decisive result than since the
Second World War; yet there has
been hardly any significant alterat-
ion in the real facts of political life.

The first thing to note is that,
despite the major landslide in the
distribution of seats in the House
of Commons, there has been only a
minor shift in the behaviour of the
voters in the country since 1979.

The main changes are that about 3

million votes were lost by the
Labour Party, about 1 million votes
were lost by the Conservative Party,
and about 3 million votes were
gained by the Alliance of the Liberal
and Social Democrat parties. But
because of the old-fashioned elec-
toral system in Britain, the effect of
these changes is that nearly 40 seats
lost by Labour went not to the new
third party but to the Conservative
Government, which therefore has a
much larger majority of seats
although a rather smaller minority
of votes than in 1979,

Thus the Conservatives have won
397 seats - more than since 1935,
though they won more votes as
recently as 1970. Labour have won
209 seats - fewer than since 1935 -
and fewer votes than since 1918.
The Labour Party has been losing
votes since 1951, but for the first
time It has lost against all the other
main parties and has been reduced
to its basic constituencies - the poor,
the old, the blacks, the unemployed,
the claimants, the council tenants.
The trade unions, which have
provided almost all its financial
support for all its life, must begin
wondering whether it is worth it -
especially when so many of their
members vote for other parties.
Yet because the 8.4 million Labour
voters tend to be concentrated in
the traditional areas of working-
class urban constituencies, there are
still more than 200 Labour seats in
the new Parliament - whereas the
Alliance, whose 7.8 million voters
are evenly spread around the coun-
try, has won only 23 seats. The
other 21 seats have gone to the
Ulster parties and to the Irish,
Scottish and Welsh nationalists. The
rise of the SDP since 1981 means

larger than in 1979 (42 rather than
41 million), about 1 million fewer §

people voted (30 rather than 31
million). Indeed the non-voters
actually got into second place, and
are now pushing the Conservatives
hard for the first place. Expressed
in percentages of the electorate
(which doesn’t count the unknown

but large number of people who °’

don’t put their name on the register),
the results of the 1979 and 1983
General Elections are as follows:

1979

Conservative 3353
Labour 28.0
Non-voters 24.0
Liberal 10.5
Others 4.2
1983

Conservative 30.8
Non-voters 27.3
Labour 20.1
Alliance 18.4
Others 3.4

This means about 11.5 million
adults don’t think that any party is

worth voting for, or that any gov-
emment is worth supporting. The
politicians and the media ignore
this interesting fact, and it is hardly
ever mentioned in the results of
public opinion surveys. But it is not
just a reflection of apathy or ignor-
ance or confusion. More and more
people are deciding that it doesn’t
really make much difference which
party wins an election or what the

Government does.

The third thing to note is that
these people are right. We may dis-
like Margaret Thatcher more than
David Steel and Roy Jenkins, and
all of them more than Michael Foot,
but they are much the same as

each other in Parliament and
especially in Government. The left
generally claims that the Conserv-
atives endanger liberty, equality
and fraternity, and particularly
accuses the Thatcher Government
of oppressing the poor, the ill, the
old, the young, the women, the
blacks, the unemployed, the home-
less, and so on. But the truth is that
Government behaviour scarcely

‘I would press Polaris button’, says Thatcher — Guardian 1.6.83
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changed in 1979 when Callaghan
was defeated, and would scarcely
change now if Thatcher had been
defeated. Expenditure on the wel-
fare state and social services was
reduced under the previous Labour
Government of Wilson and Callag
han, as a result of the world reces-
sion, and wouldn’t be increased by
a new Labour Government. Exp-
enditure on the warfare state and
the armed forces, on the police and
prison services, was maintained by
the previous Labour Government,
and wouldn’t be reduced. In 1979
the Conservatives promised to
reduce public expenditure and
taxation, as well as unemployment
and inflation; they have increased
public expenditure and taxation,
unemployment has doubled, and
inflation has fallen because of
intemational trends. In 1982 all
parties supported the Falklands War,
just as all the parties have always
supported the British Bomb.

Once these political facts are
understood, the point is to change
them; and the results of the General
Election make this more likely than

before. The candidates of the
various Marxist parties did very
badly, which should encourage

extra-parliamentary activity by the
radical left. The candidates of the
Ecology Party did very badly, which
should encourage extra-parliament-
ary activity by the growing Green
movement., The few black candid-
ates did badly, which should
encourage extra-parliamentary
activity by the Black community.
Most of the nationalist candidates
did badly, which should encourage
extra-parliamentary activity by
seperatists in the Celtic fringe. Most
of the candidates who favour
violence, whether of the extreme
right or the extreme left or the
various extremist nationalist fact-

. should

ions, did badly, which should dis-
courage support for violence. Most
anti-war candidates did badly, which
the already
growing programme of non-violent
direct action by the nudear disarm-
ament movement.

Just as the collapse of the capital
ist economy of the West has led to
the so-called ‘black’® economy, sO
the collapse of parliamentary
politics of the West 1s leading tc
what could be called ‘black’ politics
There i1s the same growth of do-it
yvourself mutual aid, the parallel
rise iIf individualism in privat life
and of collectivism in public life,
the general move towards direc!
action as the most appropriate
technique for most problems. The
parliamentary defeat of the left
whether liberal or socialist, should
be followed not by parliamentary
campaign but by an extra-parlia-
mentary movement to coordinate
all the best elements of this trend.
Anarchists have a crucial part to
play in this task, because this has
always been our kind of politics,
and we shall be doing our best to
reinforce and report libertarnan
developments during the symbolic
approach to 1984, After the
spectacle of the General Election,
it is back to reality and the hard
worker of genuine politics.
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letters

FREEDOM

Editorial Collective

84b Whitechapel High St
London E1

We reserve the right to cut
letters unless otherwise

specified by the author.

All signed articles reflect
the opinion of the authors,
not necessarily those of
the editorial collective,

ON GOD AND THE STATE

—

In reply to Alan Albon’s comments
in FREEDOM (May 7th, 1983). |
would like to elucidate a few points
about religious alienation and con-
sequently everything else. Alan
Albon fails to distinguish between
the priests (these specialists) and
the flocks. The critique of religion
is the comerstone of all critique. In
Poland we can see that a batt/e for
a drop-out generation is taking
place: ‘Both the communist party’
(so-called) ‘and the Catholic Church
are preaching in the vocabulary of
sacrifice. General Jaruselski calls for
economic sacrifice,” for young peo-
ple to be patient, to work idealogi-
cally and physically to restore and
rebuild Poland. The Church, or at
least parish priests like Father
Kantorski, preach that sacrifice IS
central to Christianity (...) The
Church is thus counselling young
people to be patient, to contain
their discontent.” The Times, April
6th 1983.

We can see parallels with what IS
taking place in Poland and the aims
of the CND heirachy, which wants
to contain protest

The grip of the CND hierachy makes
sure that a real critique is rooted
out, it stifles spontaneity. Winston
Churchill should be pleased that
such a hierachy exists, it helps his
world to carry on!!

So when Albon says ‘the sort of
attitude that Michel Prigent expres-
ses in the letter on priests and the
State (23 April) is one of the reasons
why anarchists remain a small and

B WORKERSPLAYTIME

Your young correspondent thinks |
sound like a member of the SWP - a
serious charge to make. Apparently
| have no right to call myself an
anarchist.

The article he refers to, in Workers’
Playtime no. 1 (Greenham Common
Mistake) was supposed to be an
attack against the currently fashion-
able pacifist/no nukes ‘peace’ move-
ment. How then can it be likened
to the line of the SWP, which is in
full (if “critical’) support of CND
and the whole pacifist carnival?

This is nothing new - the SWP has
tried to capitalise on every single
voguish one-issue distraction | can
remember(Anti-Nazi League, Right
to Work etc.)

The SWP may sometimes make
noises about class violence, although
it 1s notviolence alone that separates
revolutionaries from liberals. But it
iIs what the SWP does in practice
(telling people to vote labour,
spreading illusions about the trade

‘ugions being able to win lasting

gains for workers, defending demo-
cratic ‘rights’ etc.) that places it
firmly on the side of capitalism.
(Or, more precisely, on the liberal
wing of the capitalist hierachy of
interests).

Unfortunately, because most
anarchists (though certainly not all)
have no effective critique of capital-
ism, they fall back on the nebulous,
timeless concept of ‘authority’.
This has caused all sorts of confusion
and demoralisation. The worst of it
is that all power/‘authority’ is equ-

I AUTHORS REPLY

As the authors of most of the
coverage of the nucleardisarmament
movement in FREEDOM during
the past few years, we want to reply
to some recent criticisms.

In general, it should be made
clear that the Freedom Collective
has no agreed view of the move-
ment, Some of us are interested and
are indeed involved in its activities,
but some of us are not interested
and are even opposed to it. Those
of us who have taken part in recent
demonstrations, whether legal or
illegal, have been concerned about
some features of them, as expressed
in various articles in FREEDOM,
and as is the duty of people involved
both in an antimilitarist movement

ineffective minority in this country.’
He must n..J0 the various organised
anarchists. When one reads the var-
I0OUS newspapers, mags it i1s obvious
that the critique dished out does
not match the reality of the wealth
of all the class struggles in Britain.
That is the real reasonwhy organised
anarchists are ineffective. For it
seems that more proletarians are
rising up daily against the whole of
this system of misery. Soon officials
(TUC leaders and bosses) won't be
able to visit factories, mines etc.
without being punched like the
Coal Board robot was recently in
Scotland. Anger is mounting hour
by hour. (In Spain recently a local
government official was nearly
lynched by an angry band of prot-
esters, and now we hear that ‘Span-
lards on the dole may be required
to work for the State during the
period in which they collect unemp-
loyment compensation,’ this should
add fuel on the social inferno!) So
if | take the recent ecology article
in FREEDOM for example, there
was no distinction made between
what pollution is, ie. the fall-out of
the commodity, (the disasters
brought about by this mode of
production are becoming more and
more alarming: lead poisoning, an
oil lake in the Gulf, the devastation
of the Amazonian forests, also
known as the lung of the world, is
now having an effect on world-
weather, droughts in Africa etc...)
and what ecologists want. If we
look closely at the Ecology Party

ated with statism. So after advocat-
ing violence against the class enemy,
aimed at the dismantlement of its
central organ of repression (the
state), | am accused of being no
better than a statist myself!

The social revolution will neces-
sarily be violent. It is not merely a
question of resisting capitalism, as
enthusiasts of non-violent protest
advocate. If the revolution does not
destroy capitalism, then capitalism
will certainly destroy the revolution.
In this sense, like all other revolu-
tions, communist revolution must
be ‘authoritarian’ - it will be a pro-
cess whereby one section of society
will impose its will on the other.

But the communist revolution
will have no need of state. The
communisation of life - the emer-
gence, out of the struggle of the
dispossessed, of a society in which
it is people who themselves shape
their lives as opposed to market
relations - will destroy the material
bases of the state, its roles as medi-
ator, teacher and nanny. All that
remains is the repressive rump. This
too must be destroyed, but it can
only be destroyed militarily.

If such ‘heresies’ mean that | must
be excommunicated, prohibited
from calling myself an anarchist,
then so be it. But | would suggest
that appeals to orthodoxy do noth-
ing to advance our critical theory,
as years of sterile debate in FREE-
DOM show all too clearly.
‘Playmate’

and In an anarchist paper.

In particular, we have been
worried about current tendencies to
make legal demonstrations very
mild and to make illegal demonstra-
tions rather exclusive. Of course
the organisers of legal demonstra-
tions are likely to encourage a
largely moderate tone; but we
consider that there should be more
recognition by the CND authorities
of the growing radical wing of the
movement, Of course the organisers
of illegal demonstrations are right
to encourage participants to come
in groups and to be properly briefed
about probable developments' and
properly practised in appropriate
techniques; but we consider that

and all the greens we see that they

do not want pollution, but then
they wish to retain a commodity
society. Therefore they cannot get
at the roots of the problem, that is
to say, capitalism. The bureaucrats
in the East have the same polluting
dossiers on their desks as their
Western counterparts, The only
solution is to rid the world of this
entire cycle of misery (nuclear
weapons, hunger, pollution, wage-
slavery etc...) by a world-wide prol-
etarian revolution without leaders
and hierachies,

In the meantime Alan Albon says
in his letter ‘if we refuse to have a
dialogue with those who believe in
God, we cut out a large part of
humanity’. It might be more inter-
esting and less boring to look at
why people need religion (and ideo-
logy for that matter) as a crutch. It
is really ‘the heart of a heartless
world’. The more a person believes
in God the less he believes in him-
self.** And as usual the KIngdom
of God is nigh! Some still ask the
ridiculous question is there life after
death? |, like many, ask is there life

before death?
Michel Prigent

(May 11th 1983)

PS: Archbishop Heim, the Pope’s
representative in Britain has nothing
to fear in the case of Bruce Kent,
he is not going to let the cat out of
the bag, ie. say why Aldo Moro was
murdered by the ltalian State. Mr.
Kent is a trustee, Cardinal Hume
knows that., He does not wish to

m CRITICISMS

rock the State, only shake the
cradle a little bit, as all reformists
do. Cardinal Hume is pleased with
Saint Bruce's performance.
Sacrifice is also central to That:
cher’s nightmare.
**We can see another parallel: the
more a person believes in being a
consumer, the more his being will
be consumed. All those who fight
back know this.

And now in the latest FREEDOM
(June 4th, 1983), a Nottingham
reader says: ‘it would perhaps be
constructive if Michel were to meet;
and discuss CND with Bruce before
jumping to conclusion and insult’.
First | must say that | have no wish
of meeting priests no more than
meeting managers of supermarkets.
As for meeting Mr, Kent, the day
he stops being a priest and believing
in God and also acting as a spokes-
person for CND, that day | might
stop and talk to him, until then |
will never forget what the priests
did in the Spanish Civil War, that is
to say give their blessings to the
fascist Franco (and today they
give their blessings to the socialist
Gonzales). It seems | am not the
only one that criticizes Kent and
Co., see The Commonweal (summer
1983) on that score. So it is not so
much that Alan Albon has ‘taken
me to task’ as Ross Bradshaw says,
but rather that the question of the
CND hierachy has been brought to
the surface.

Your editorial in the last issue of
FREEDOM ended with a totally
inadequate ‘Don’t vote’ argument
which compares badly with Ross
Bradshaw's excellent article in the
latest Peace News. While voting
may give encouragement to profes-
sional politicians, it does NOT give
them legitimisation. You appear to
have confused the unwilling recog-
nition of external power with the
voluntary acceptance of that power,
On June 9th we are being offered
(in practical terms) the choice of
either alabour or atory government,
there is not a third option available
that has any chance of success.
Your claim that there is no differ-
ence is question-beqgging, if there is
no disparity between the two then
there simply is no lesser evil to opt
for. But whatif there is adifference?
Then your argument against ‘lesser
evilism® is useless and most com-
mentators, including tory-voting
Marxists, agree that there is, even at
the most modest level, a distinction
to be made between the effects the
two parties will have on individuals
living in this country. A vote for a
labour candidate is not necessarily a
vote for the electoral system or for
the labour party, rather it is just
ONE way of preventing Thatcher
from causing more early deaths.
There are other ways of course, but
will one of these have been enacted
I‘ll. be spoiling my ballot and |
wouldn’t piss on Foot if he was on
fire (perhaps if he wasn’t) but some
of this bullshit on legitimisation:

formal registration and non-violent
training should be offered as options
rather than imposed as conditions
of participation in direct action.

We are convinced that illegal
demonstrations should be designed
to attract participants rather than
to repel them, and some of us found
it absurdly difficult to join the
demonstrations at Burghfield in
April and at Upper Heyford in June.
We have also noticed that all the
elaborate preparations don’t seem
to be very effective. There have
been several episodes on recent
direct action demonstrations which
have been far from non-violent and
which could have been avoided by
the old method of having short

i ——— e ——— ——

haven’t you heard about structural
violence yet?
Titfreak

=

Concerning the front page article
‘Rock the State’ (7th May), whilst |
agreed with the religious bit and the
attack on the ‘jobs notbombs’ mob,
| thought the rest was a little para-
noid; if | was reading my first copy
of FREEDOM, this is probably
where | would have stopped. The
‘Conspiricy of world authority’ that
PS paints as an ‘us’/‘them’ picture,
too often seen from your average
Marxist. Authority is an attitude,
not something supernatural that has
been foisted upon us by an unseen
force. There's nothing wrong with
Reagan, Thatcher, Andropov & Co.
except that they have authority;
power corrupts, but it only exists as
long as people allow itto. Authority
IS not something that can be knoc-
ked down or blown up; it is an
attitude that can be changed if we
change ourse/ves and try to comm-
unicate our beliefs and new attitudes
to others. I’'m not ruling out direct
action; such actions, demonstrations

leafletting, squatting, culture (music
etc.) and living anarchy are vital in
order to put anarchist ideas across.
However, it must be done construc-
tively and peacefully, or else the
authoritarian ideas of the great
mass of people will be strengthened
by fear. An ‘us’/‘them’ attitude will

not change anyone’s ideas, just tum
them off.

Tim

and snmple rules widely publicised
at meetmgs and in leaflets. There
has been much confusion which has
been caused by changes in police
tactics and which could have been
avoided by the old method of meet-
ing any such difficulty with an
immediate sit-down. There have
been missed opportunities, such as
the failure to end the long blockades
at Burghfield and Upper Heyford
with a single march and rally. And
there have been several occasions
when the admirable determination
to avoid authoritarian organisation
has led not to libertarian coordin-

ation but to a chaotic loss of pur-
pose and initiative,




From Tuesday 31 May to Friday 3
June there was a planned blockade
of so-called ‘RAF’ Upper Heyford,
which is in fact a USAF nuclear
bomber base a few miles north of
Oxford, It is now the home of
F1-11s and is soon to be the home
of EF1 - 11s — the same aircraft
filled with radar jamming equip-
ment, making it possible for them
to be used as firststrike weapons.
About 4,000 people took part at
some time during the four days,
attempting to obstruct a dozen
gates around the perimeter, especi-
ally at the beginning and end of
each working day, and 752 were
arrested. This was the largest direct
action demonstration at a nuclear
base in Britain, and the largest
number of arrests outside London.
The next such action has been
planned at Greenham Common,
where women will attempt to
obstruct the gates from 4 to 8
July. Meanwhile here is a report
from some Brighton comrades at
Upper Heyford,

UPPER

HEYFORD

A group of us

from Brighton

arrived on Monday evening in order
to get some sleep before our
shift started at 7 on Tuesday. We
were kept awake all night by a
bunch of dope freaks who were
more pissed than stoned, and who
didn’t shut up until forced to by a
thunderstorm. The first day was
therefore very tiring, not only
because it was an 18 hour shift!

The police were at first flexible.
The two isolated gates - named
Hazel and Oak by the organisers -
were both at the end of access
roads closed to traffic; before 6 am
we were actually allowed up to the
perimeter fence at Hazel to grin at
the guards (obviously under orders
not to speak) and bark at the
Alsations, but later on - once we'd
established ourselves at the end of
the road - we were no longer allowed
up there, The people at Oak did the
opposite, and consequently could
only be reached on foot for the
rest of the four days.

Our coppers were very keen on
keeping Hazel a ‘civilised’ gate: the
copper in charge thought ‘good’
ccowd control involved as few
arrests as possible, As it tumed out,

they didn’t need to nick: they got

quicker and quicker at clearing our
‘die-ins’, and soon perfected their

tecnique, using crowd-control

barriers and relatively little violence

(only two or three of the coppers

we came across were excitable and
a bit vicious, obviously enjoying the

power they had by virtue of their
uniform).

After a while, some of us became
demoralised because we didn’t seem
to be getting anywhere, so we tried
a change of tactics. Dancing the
conga all over the road, for instance,
blocked access just as successfully
as a ‘die-in’, cheered up those of us
uninhibited enough to join In, and
had the coppers scratching their
heads in bewilderment. But event-
ually that too was cleared to let
vehicles past.

This was the disappointing thing
for many of us. At a planning
meeting beforehand In Brighton,
many people didn‘t seem to think
the demo was going to be heavy;
.and the Peace Campers were just
as surprised as the Thames Valley
Police at the number of arrests. But

many of us went there thinking
that a blockade was a blockade
was a blockade, and that things
were therefore bound to hot up.
So we were very disappointed, at
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first, to discover that this ‘blockade’
was yet another symbolic demon-
stration, yet another moral protest.
After a while, though, we got less
pissed off with those who were just
content to bring their banner to the
picnic at the side of the gate, and
realised that there weren’t enough
people to immobilise the base any-
way - so we decided to get on with
causing as much disruption as
possible Iin view of our limited
numbers.

So we stayed until Friday. On
Wednesday, most of us feeling
fairly disheartened and notknowing
what to do, we simply walked with
our banner up Camp Road (Camp
Road which all but two of the gates
are on, Is the road dividing the
operational and residential parts of
the base). Unplanned as it was, our
little march disrupted traffic a fair
bit; we were also greeted by applause
and a lot of friendly faces, and got
to know what was going on at all
the gates on the way.

Without being unfair to the Peace
Campers and the many others who
not only got everybody up to
Upper Heyford in the first place,
but also organised camping, water,
toilets, transport, legal support,etc.
etc., It would be wrong to talk of
them as “The organisers’, especially
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after Wednesday. They seemed so
keen not to tell people what to do
that they went too far in the
opposite direction; and the so-called
‘Information Caravan’ was distinc-
tly uninformative! This wasn’t
helped by the fact that the walkie-
talkies distributed round the gates
could only be used for emergencies,
and would have been monitored by
the police anyway. Better coordin-
ation would have led to more dis-
ruptive action; in the absence of
coordination by the Peace Camp,
blockaders were thrown back on
their own resources, to a consider-
able extent. The result was several
more or less coordinated marches,
sessions of Morris dancing, and
lightning blockades of the road
round the base - all of which kept
up our morale, bewildered the
coppers (who couldn’t leave the
gates), and clogged things up to the
extent that some vehicles were In
fact turned away, and on Friday
the road was closed by the traffic-
cops for a while,

The four days had their bad
points. The turn-out was poor

" though frankly not as bad as we

had feared: Brighton CND has over
1,600 members, and of the 30 or so
Brighton people at Upper Heyford
only about half were CND members.
(so much for mass-membership
organisations.) The Peace Camp did
not succeed very well at coordin-
ating actual blockading activities,
and showed signs of incipient
bureaucracy. There was the usual
bunch convinced that you musn’t
demonstrate any awareness of the
political role of the police force,
nor show any anger or dismay at
the enthusiasm with which they
carry out that role. It should have
been made clear from the outset
whether the blockade was intended
to be symbolic or actual. If only a
symbolic protest was intended, it
was not necessary to have so many
people nicked (especially since
those tried so far are beina bound
over for 12 months)? People block-
ading the gates often seemed
unwilling to change tactics or think
up new ways of increasing the dis-
ruptiveness of their actions. And
although the shift-by-region system
seemed to work reasonably well,
there wasn’‘t enough information
(about the reactions of police on
a particular gate, for instance)
being passed on to new people.

On the whole, however, most of
us came away feeling the ‘blockade’
had been worthwhile, and that we'd
learnt a lot. The organisers did a
tremendous job getting all the
facilities together, and going out in
pairs in the preceding months to
talk to individual groups (necessit-
ated by the fact that the demo was
not organised by national CND).

T \lorale  was  generally  good, and
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there was a powerful feeling of
solidarity and mutual support, even
- or especially - among the hundreds
of us who spent hours in the gym
of Banbury police station! Some
comrades thought prisoners were
treated too much as martys and
heroines/heroes; certainly many
demonstrators seemed to think that
action was worthless 'unless they
got nicked in the process (which is
nonsense uniess you planned either
to get publicity through provoking
mass arrests, or to bring the courts
to a grinding halt). This meant that
others felt under pressure to get
themselves nicked, even when they
didn’t feel easy about doing so.

The total absence of red flags and
of ‘Socialist Workers’ trying to sell
us their paper, and telling us at the
same time that we were In the
wrong place (ie. not outside factory
gates), was refreshing, as was the
multitude of black or black-and-red
flags at the campsite and on the
final procession. Some comrades
have complained about the request
that demonstrators should attend
‘'non-violent direct action’ bnefings,
and of the misuse of libertanan
terms like ‘direct action” and
‘affinity groups’. But ‘direct action’
has never been a ‘pure’ tactic, and it
needs to bediscussed and developed.
We spoke to people of many back-
grounds and ages, and were pleas-
antly surpnsed by their dislike of
bureaucracy and of groupstructures
based on leadership and order-giving,
and by their total lack of respect
for coppers - other than as human
beings like the rest of us.

The great thing about the last
couple of days was the way small
groups organised various activities
among themselves, without central
coordination, without leaders, and
without arrangements with the
police: such actions were ‘direct’ in
that they were not a mere registra-
tion of individual moral objection
(a simple washing of hands) - they
aimed todisrupt as much as possible,
and they did not occur within the
legal structures that exist for ‘pres-
sure groups’. And this was carried
on over from days without violence
of any kind on the part of demon-
strators (men and women alike).
For many people, this was their
first experience of such types of
organisation, and of such open
defiance of the law - and morale
and solidarity were such that even
arrest was a positive experience for
most of us. Several people broached
the subject of anarchism in conver-
sation with us, and hundreds would
have wanted to buy a copy of
FREEDOM had it been on sale
there,

So what’s the nextstep? An actual
immobilisation of the base, perhaps
concentrated over two days? Let's
hear from other demonstrators.

AL, PM, DB (Brighton)




The Innocent Anthropologist: Notes
from a Mud Hut by Nigel Barley.
British Museum Publications £9.95.
| get no royalties from the sale of
this book, but | have to declare an
interest of sorts. The design and
illustrations are by me. At least |

can claim to have read the work
thorrughly.
Nigel Barley, an anthropologist

now working at the Museum of
Mankind, writes adelighttul account
of his adventures as an anthropol-
ogical field worker, with enter-
taining digressions into the subject
of field work in general. His main
target audience 1S the aspiring
anthropologist, who wants an honest
and irreverent introduction to the

job. But the book isequally valuable |

to the end users of anthropological
research, the people who wish to
know what alternative social organ-
1zations are possible because they
aspire to social change. The works
of Malinowski, Margaret Meade and
other popular anthropologists are
on sale in radical bookshops. This
book should be among them.

Its greatest value is that itexplains
how anthropology 1s done in prac-
tice. Sometimes, this is like explain-
ing the tricks of a magician. In the
matter of communication, for
instance, we often get the impression
that the anthropologist 1s a liguistic
prodigy:

. wandering into a village, settling
in and ‘picking up the language’ in
a couple of months... Never mind
that this 1s contrary to all known
linguistic experience. In Europe, a
man may have studied French at
school for six years with the help of
language learning devices, visits to
France and exposure to the liter-
ature, and yet finds himself hardly
a@ble to stammer out a few words of
French in anemergency. Oncein the
field, he... becomes fluent in a
language much more difficult for a
Westerner than French, without
qualified teachers, without bilingual
texts, and often without grammer
or dictionaries.

The secret is simple. The anthro-
pologist employs an assistant, a
local person who is bilingual. But
because the assistant IS not strictly

part of the anthropological study,
he is not mentioned in the published

account.

The impression of the lone anthro-
pologist, the only foreigner in the
native locality, i1s produced by a
similer mechanism. It i1s not relevent
to the anthropological study if the

place abounds In missionaries,
merchants, teachers, police and
| government officials. Barley was

the only foreign resident in a partic-
ular village, but the mission station

and the police station were only five
kilometers away along a motorable
track. The missionaries were very
supportive, helped Barley shift his

gear, lent him paperbacks, plied
him with beer on his frequent visits

to the mission. The police often
visited him in the village, checking
his whereabouts because they
thought he was a spy.

The real problem lay in my total
inability to explain to someone who
had no conception of pure research
why a foreign govemnment should
be interested in an isolated tribe of
mountain renegades. It was quite
clear to the police chief that the
only reasonable explanation lay in

s e }'m

i

nrrrallil] 1
el

the nearness of the Nigerian border.

Another important matter which 1S
not strictly part of anthropology,

and therefore ‘absent from the
anthropological literature but not
the anthropological experience’, IS
sex. Not the sexual customs of
people under study, of course, but
the sex life of anthropologists In
the field. Of his own sex life, Barley
says only that he was viewed by the
villagers as having no sexual exist-
ence in the village. But he makes
some interesting observations about
anthropologists in general.

The people he studied are the
mountain Dowayos of northern
Cameroon. | understand he has
written a proper anthropological
study of them to be published by
Cambridge University Press.
one gets a good idea of what the
people are like from this anecdotal
work. They emerge as a laughter-
loving, easy-going people, thought
by other Cameronians to be irres-
ponsible and filthy, for reasons not
wholly inexplicable.

They feed their dogs on human

faeces. When Barley surprised and |
delighted them by accepting an offer '

of local beer, they cleaned a calabash
for him by letting one of their dogs
lick it out. When a person dies the
corpse iIs left out to rot for a time
until the head can beeasily removed
and stored for the funerary skull
ceremony ; there are specialist head
removers, renowned for their skill
in deftly yanking off a head without
any teeth falling into the stomach.
During the skull ceremony, the
skulls of many deceased are piled
up and covered ina mixture of blood
and faeces. There are long intervals
in the ceremony during which the
crowd are entertained by clowns,
whose favourite joke IS to throw
handfuls of the blood and faeces
mixture at the ground, splattering
as many onlookers as possible.

The book includes some articulate
diatribes, notably one against those
who confuse technological back-
wardness with ecological purity.
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Barley recalls an exhibition of Red
Indian artefacts, in which a canoe
was displayed alongside pictures of
the manufacturing process, clearly
showing that a large tract of forest
was devastated for every canoe
produced. The label read "Wooden
canoes operate in"harmony with the
enviroment and are non-polluting’.
Primitive man 1S used by Westemers
nowadays as surely as he was Dy
Rousseau or Montaigne to prove a
point about their own society and
castigates those aspects of it they
find wunattractive... The °“Noble
Savage’ has risen from the grave and
Is ... living in NW1.

Notwithstanding the gratuitous slur
on Camden Town. this is a useful
swipe at a dangerous superstition
among radical thinkers.

There are hilarious anecdotes
about a pompous official meeting
rained off by a Dowayo rainmaker,
a man who draws teeth on behalf of

the dentist, a prostitute resembling
Oliver Hardy, a mad missionary,
cicadas in the hut, pangolins in the
bath, farting goats, Cameronian
bureacrats, Italian bureaucrats, Brit-
ish bureaucrats. This book is funny
as well as instructive. | can recom-
mend it without reservation.

Donald Rooum

Marching
or Action?
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The International Anarchist Move-
ment in Late Victorian LondorT by
Hermia Oliver, Croom Helm,£13.95

This rather clumsily titled, drastic-
ally abridged, austerely produced
and excessively priced book is a
very valuable short survey of the

activities of anarchists in London
during the 1880s and 1890s,

Hermia Oliver begins by firmly
placing the British movement in the
context of the international move-
ment and briefly dismissing the
influence of the native libertarian
traditions in the Labour movement
and the radical intelligentsia. She
then opens her narrative with the
International Revolutionary Con-
gress of August 1881, which was
held in London because it had
become the main refuge for revol-
utionary socialists from all over
Europe, and this is the frame for
her picture of the next 20 years.
She concentrates on the mainstream
of anarchist communism, as expres-
sed above all by Peter Kropotkin,
who lived in Britain in 1881-1882
and permanently from 1886. She
has discovered more than anyone
before about Kropotkin’s main
English follower, Charlotte Wilson,

Jarrow March by Tom Pickard,
Allison & Busby paperback, £2.95,
(+ postage)

The people’'s March for Jobs makes
this account of the famous hunger
march half a century ago relevent
today. | suspect that it will have
the same effect as the Jarrow
March of 1936, which exposed
the ineptness of the Labour estab-
lishment and the inability of the
Tory monetarists then in power to
solve the problems of unemploy-
ment except by war.

We have all heard of American pig
producers being paid not to produce
pigs. In the 1930s British steel
producers were being paid not to
produce steel. The plan to build a
steel plant in Jarrow was killed by
the steel cartel. But why march to
London, that unproductive heart-
land of finance, to ask for employ-
ment? Why not stay at home, take

BONNET BOOK
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There are detailed accounts of
the appearance of FREEDOM and
its individualist predecessor, Henry
Seymour’'s Anarchist, of the anar-
activities in the Socialist
League and its paper, the Common-

| weal, of the Jewish Arbeter Fraint

and the individualist Herald of
Anarchy, and of anarchist partic-
ipation in Labour struggles. The
internationalist emphasis returns in
the treatment of ‘The Era of Prop-
aganda by Deed’, which fills two
chapters and is the most reliable
version yet published in English. It
also remains in the account of the
Torch and Liberty, two papers of
the 1890s dominated by foreign
contributors. She then describes the
Alarm, a short-lived native paper,
and the successful continuation of
FREEDOM after the departure of
Mrs Wilson in 1894,

‘The Parting of the Ways’ is|

found in the 1896 London congress
of the Second International, which
Is described as ‘a final break between
the anarchists and socialists’ and
which was the last occasion when
anarchists tried to work alongside
state socialists, There are short
accounts of such figures as Louise
Michel and Saverio Merlino, and an

over the tields, factories and work-
shops, and .become self-employed?
Never mind, the Jarrow March
exposed many scandals and s
worth remembering.

Sir James Lithgow, chairman of
National Shipbuilders Securities
Ltd., who closed the shipbuilding
vard at Jarrow, was appointed
Controller of Shipbuilding during
the Second World war, after pres-
iding over the destruction of
Britain's largest and most efficient
yard before it.

The book is full of quotations
from participants and contemporary
photographs. Tom Pickard quotes
the following report from the
Manchester Guardian of 23 Nov.
1938:

MONEY FOR NEW INDUSTRIES
Jarrow Bill

The Jarrow Town Council last night
adopted a resolution to promote a

The Retreat from Liberty by Mich-
ael Moorcock,

The Doomed Rebellion by Paul
Ableman,

Zomba Books, £2.25 each.

These are the first two items in the
new ‘Bee in Bonnet’ series edited
by Maxim Jakubowski, in which
the publishers say ‘offers respected
authors and personalities a platiorm
for unconventional and controvers-
1al views on aspects of contemporary
society’., They are old-fashioned
tracts at about 25,000 words
longer than pamphlets but shorter
than books, and elegantly produced
and moderately priced - all by well-
Known writers on well-worn sub-
jects. It is a bold project, and so far
one can only say that Michael
Moorcock’s contribution is interest-
ing but Paul Ableman’s is not.

The Doomed Rebellion is a con-
ventional critique of dogmatic
feminism from a moderate position
by a male author of minor fiction
and journalism. It is readable, if
repetative, but it consists almost
entirely of assertions rather than
arguments about femininity and
masculinity as biological and psych-
ological characteristics. A much
more penetrating and convincing
critique of dogmatic feminism
appears in The Sceptical Feminist,

a recent Pelican book by Janet

Radcliffe Richards.

The Retreat from Liberty is an
unconventional defence of anarc
hism by one of the best-known
British authors of science fiction
and fantasy fiction. Moorcock says
himself:

This essay has no claim to much

originality or profundity. It Is
essentially a piece

1f joumalism

epilogue containing several bio-
graphical sketches. Then comes a
miscellaneous chapter on ‘The
Turn of the Century’, by which
time the movement in London was
well established and less dependent
on international connections but
more isolated from the growing left.
Hermia Oliver concludes that the
British anarchist movement was
largely initiated by foreign refugees
or under foreign influence, and that
revolutionary anarchist communism
has had little, impact on British
politics, though other forms of
anarchism have had more.

The main feature of Hermia.

Oliver’s work is its careful use of
sources — not just periodicals
and pamphlets, but also private
papers and public records — and its
frequent correction of her pre-
decessors. Little space is wasted on
familiar topics and events, and the
result is not so much a full history
of the first 20 years of our move-
ment as a series of attempts to put
right the errors and fill up the
omissions In previous attempts.
Everyone who is interested in the
subject will need this book, and it
will be an essential source for all
future books in this area. NW

bill in Parliament to give thecouncil
power to aquire land compulsorily
for industrial development and to
advance money for industrial
purposes.

Alderman J.W.Thompson, moving
the resolution, said they had been
assured by Parliamentary agents
that the amended bill had every
chance of being carried. He consid-
ered the bill would greatly assist
them in getting industries started in
the town,

Councillor W. Gordon (Progres-
sive) said the rates were 22 shillings
in the pound, and such a bill would
be a wicked and wilful waste of
public money and would greatly
add to the burden on the town,

Councillor T.W. Crumbly said it
was a purely Socialist measure and
had no chance of getting through.

Councillor P. Scullion advocated
another march to London, and that

written in response to a publisher's
offer to rant if | felt | had some:-
thing to say. | haven't covered
every aspect of the ideas |'ve raised
and would not expect to be able to
do so in this form. | know that |'ve
occasionally let my rhetoric exaq
gerate some points and that else
where |'ve only sketchily outlined
my arguments,

Fair enough; but it is still worth
reading.

Moorcock describes his own polit-
ical career, which is typical of many
libertarians - “attracted to the anarc-
hist movement of the fifties”
movements for

and
involved in the
nuclear disarmmament and against
racial discrimination;
member of the Labour Party, then
a worker for the Liberal Party, then
of the Labour Party

first a

a member

again; finally ‘| retumed to my orig- |

inal position as an anarchist where |
was able to express both my own
coherent political views while also
speaking to fellow anarchists as an
ne 1Is

opponent of terrorism’, and

now ‘a supporter of the Cienfuegos |
| about the way things are going and

Press Anarchist Review and its wide
variety of publications’. (He had an
excellent article in CPAR 4.)

His political outlook is also typical
of many libertarians, Dbeing an
extreme form of liberalism. His sub-
title is “The Erosion of Democracy
in Today'’s Britain’, and his sections

are called “The Retreat from Liberal-

ism’, “The Retreat from Internat-
ionalism’, “The Retreat from Femi-
nism’, ‘The Retreat from Individ-
ualism’. and ‘The Quest for the
Perfect Lie’. He deplores the loss
of the freedom which had grown
during the 1960s and the

early

1970s: the rise of nationalism and

the marchers should remain there
until the Government did something
for the town.
And he
comment:
A few days later someone in the
Ministry of Labour Cuttings Section,
now filed in the Public Records
Office at Kew, underlined London
In the /ast paragraph and, alongside
an exclamation mark, penned in the
comment.: “Why not to Consett -
it's nearer’”, Ironically, in 1980,
British Steel, under the present
Tory government, closed down the
profitable works at Consett with as
little concern for the effects on that
community as had been shown for
Jarrow in 1936.

How little things change!
Alan Albon

the

adds following

| written

' liberal O1 lef1

racism which had fallen during the
of the
women's movement, which he calls

same period: the failure
best of all the
radical movements ' and the eclipse
of ‘anarchist humanism’ the

anarchist movement, which he sees

ah(’

‘the largest
and
as presently reduced to a handful

of serious thinkers and perhaps no
more than a few hundred romantic

| people (most of whom are male)’.

His main hope is in ‘non-aligned
feminism”: his main fear is that the
increasingly
‘perfect lies” will continue the pro-

widespread quest for
cesses he deplores. An appendix re-
[ime Out |ast
August protesting against increasing
censorship of pornography; this
hardly fits ir the attitude of
most feminists!

prints an articlie 1In

with

Convinced anarchists may well be
disappointed by The Retreat from
L//)(?/T/ Dut Of course 1t 1sn't
meant for the
with

who

for us: 1t 1s

millions of ordinary people

wing ideas

think much about serious

Issues Dut

seldom

political often worry

sometimes wonder about just voting

| Liberal or Social Democrat or Lab-

our, and i1t expresses the feelings of
a very popular writer who i1s able to
address such people much more

directly than we ever can. Moorcock

pelongs to a long line of anarchist
fellow-travellers wino have done so

much 1o spread libertanian deas In

| our more or less liberal socety. and

this
tract, which should be very widely

read.

ne deserves our gratitude for

MH
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camp is to be established there on
4 July and three weeks later there is
fo be a big demonstration at the

. site, The concept of first strike

— m o —

weaponry has still to penetrate the
consciousness of American people:
‘Most people in the States are only
just at the beginning of developing
any political awareness.” After the
civil nghts movement, Vietham,
Watergate, and Three Mile Island,
one IS tempted to ask what they
have been doing all this time. Is the
notion of a possible threat to their
own comfortable life-styles the only
way such consumerist complacency
will be disturbed?

On the West Coast a main target
of protest is the Livermore Research
Centre. Cruise and Pershing have
been developed there and at Los
Alamos in New Mexico. The
campaign against the siting of MX

. missiles is gaining strength in Utah,

The second European Nuclear Disarmament Convention was
held in West Berlin from 9 to 14 May (with an unscheduled
demonstration in East Berlin by representatives of the Green
Party). Several thousand people attended for six days of
concentrated talk, and the event ended with a symbolic
human chain from the Portuguese Consulate to the Polish
Military Mission. Here is a report from Peter Ford who
attended some of the proceedings.

Much of the discussion | heard was
grounded on assumptions about the
potential of existing organs of
centralised power to legisiate away
will work — if they work — on the
the problems of nuclear weapons
and the arms race. These strategies
will work — if they work — on the
basis of applyingoverwhelming pres-
sure on governments by petitions,
referendums, massive demonstra-
idates and ‘peace parties’. Even non-
violent direct action fits into this
scheme as just an extreme form of
pressure on government. | arrived
at the Convention with strong
doubts about the prospects for this
approach, and left with my opinions
reinforced; however, this is the
strategy either overtly or implicitly
advocated by END and CND and
by many of the prominent person-
alities who speak for these organ-
isations, some of whom were partic-
ipants at the Convention.

| was present for a very small
part of this huge event. | feel as if |
learnt a lot in a short time, and |
am still working out my responses.
So this is really a collage of notes

made at the time, with additional
ideas added since my retum.

About 3,000 people representing
25 different nationalities came to
Berlin. Some who did not come
were the representatives of the
official and unofficial East European
peace groups. It was said that the
officials boycotted the convention;
| heard that they had been invited
but insisted on such a degree of
control over the agenda that the
invitations were withdrawn. Mem-
bers of the.unofficial groups, if
not actually imprisoned, could not
obtain exit permits.

On Friday 13 May, | attended
one of the largest workshops on
this theme of “Forms and Strategies
of Resistance’. The hall seemed
about as big as the Royal Festival
Hall, and five-way simultaneous

translation was available at each .

seat. A nuclear physicist from New
York State talked about recent and
future protest actions on the East
Coast of the United States. The
current focus of attention is the
Senneca Army Depot which is the
place from which Pershing || missiles

May | be the first to start the post
anti election debate with a few
comments about the British Nation-
alistic Party election broadcast at
the end of May. | was not surprised
to hear that what was once a great
nation of peace and order, the rulers
of Westminster had tumed into a
land of oime, violence, industrial
ruin and anarchy.

According to the British National
Party the failure of British industry
is the failure of an entire economic
system - the international system
that allows Britain to be flooded by
imports from Europe and Asia.

The racist ideas put forward during
this party election broadcast had a
remarkable similarity with those of
the Communist party of Great Brit-
ain. Racistslogans such as get Britain
out of Europe and get European
and Asian imports out of Britain is
something that could have been
found in the British Road to Social-
ism (The programme of the CPGB,
or as it is generally known in anarc-
hist circles, The British Road to lost
Deposits). In drawing these parallels
| do not suggest for one moment
that the British National Party is a
communist or Marxist organisation.
The political conceptof Nationalism

one of the most conservative of

. American states. ‘People are really

feeling threatened there, where

. they are.” Butnotwhere they aren’t:

‘US political and moral conscious-
ness has not so far been able to
grasp the idea that large numbers
of West Europeans also feel threat-
ened by the intended Cruise and
Pershing deployment.” 800 people
were arrested for trespassing and
blockading at the USAF base at
Bandenburg near San Diego on 21
March. This is one of the testing
ranges for the new firststrike
weaponry.

The Tomahawk missile — the
approaching Cruise — has not been
doing too well in these tests,
and recent Pentagon reports now
acknowledge similar technical prob-
lems with the air-launched model.
Even if it is successful in taking off,
it may crash into tall obstacles on
the way to its target. Each missile
has the destructive power of about

7% Hiroshima bombs, and its
explosion would not discriminate

between ‘communist’ and ‘free’
citizens. Someone made the sharp-
focussed remark that even if the
European campaign against ground-
launched Cruise was successful,
similar or ‘improved’ Mark Il
missiles can be sea-launched, air-
launched and, if we wait a little
while, space launched. He did not
add that the improved version of
Cruise can also be fitted with war-
heads containing conventional
explosives, thus making them poten-
tially useful to proponents of non-
nuclear defence. The speaker con-
cluded: “We have to fight the whole
concept of having to have an enemy
that can be fought with these
weapons.” Amen to that.

Bruce Kent expressed general

Is not an exclusive preserve of right
wing parties.

The Communist and Labour part-
ies stand for the regeneration of
British capitalism through increased
publicspending and import controls.
Although the import controls of
the lefts alternative economic strat-
ergy are to be selective rather than
total, and the foreign bankers they
object to are not always Jewish or
Asian, the communist demands for
controls on imports are fundament-
ally the same as the fascist. If there
are differences of detail they are
very subtle. The communist party
of Great Britain, unlike the British
National Party, is a strong advocate
of the fictitious notion of non
Racist Immigration controls as a
realistic alternative to repatriation.

We can deduce from this that
CPGB race policies are as close to
the British Nationalism as the con-
servative and labour parties.

David Isiorho
Nuneaton Anarchist Group
(Lubanka Tendency)

For too long Anarchists have had
no real policies for counteracting

|

will be deployed. A women's peace | sentiments with which few readers

of this paper would quarrel: ‘We
have a long-haul struggle;, we are
fighting against the whole concept
of nationalism and war-fighting.’ He
cited the approving response of
much of the British public to the
Falklands War as evidence of the
latent jingoism and nationalistic
belligerence that we are up against,
compounded by the alarming effec-
tiveness of mass-media mind control.
He then weakened the impact of his
opening points by ‘advotating pre-
election doorstep canvassing: ‘Ask
people to vote for the candidate
who has the best programme for
disarmament.” Governments will
never be our agents in the struggle
against nationalism and war-fighting,
and even for single-issue anti-nuclear
campaigners this road will not lead
in the right direction. Government
agreements on arms limitation and
‘disarmament’ are no more than a
form of periodic massage for
anxious sections of public opinion,
and serve covertly to redirect or
encourage new developments in
weapons research and technology.
The technical development of the
Cruise missile went along discreetly
intandem with the much-vaunted
1972 SALT | agreement. Cruise-
type weapons had the great advan-
tage of being immune from any of
the existing arms control agree-
ments. The 1963 Partial Test Ban
Treaty effectively took much of the
impetus out of the old nuclear
disarmament movement, but it did
not stop nuclear tests other than
the sort that there was no longer
any technical need for. In fact there
have been more nuclear tests (under-
ground) since than before 1963.
The 1972 Ant-Ballistic Missile
Treaty ‘banned’ developments that
were already proving impracticable.
The 1968 Non-Proliferation Treaty
has not stopped the spread of
nuclear weapon technology. There
IS not much doubt that India, Israel
and South Africa now possess or
could rapidly manufacture nuclear
weapons, and there is a report that
Libya 1s the most recent addition

to this gnim list. A nice analogy

recently likened a successfu/ disarm-
ament agreement at Great Power
level to a heavy smoker on five
packets a day agreeing to limit the
increase of his smoking level to
only six packets a day instead of
eight. We are after all, talking about
a massive int®national industry
with an approximate ten to fifteen-
year research and development time
span. Research on Multiple Indepen-
dent Re-entry Vehicles began in
1958! This may seem negative. It is.
But it is realistic.

Later there was a powerful

the undemocratic and illusory elec-
toral system. The negative ‘Don’t
vote, it only encourages them’,
urging people to stay away from
the polls is a cop out. Abstaining
anarchists merely become linked
with apathetic apologists who sim-
ply can’t be bothered to take any
control over their lives, which
extends to themnotvoting. It would
not make a scrap of difference to
the validation of the system even if
the only people who voted were the
candidates and their entourages.

| am proposing an alternative,
which can be best summed up by
the motif ‘Steal your ballot paper’.
What | suggest is that people on the
electoral register go into the polling
hall and be given their ballot paper
as per normal. They then go into
the polling booth and instead of
marking the customary X or the
wasted message of a spoilt paper,
they secretly put the ballot paper in
their pocket/bag. Then with a
clenched fist (ie pretending to have
the ballot paper tightly enfolded in
their hand) walk up to the ballot
box and pretend to put the imagin-
ary ballot paper in the box. They
then leave the polling hall with the

real ballot paper illicitly hidden in
their pocket,

contribution from a Basque repres-
entative, It was in fact one of the
few statements | heard that amount-
ed to an expression of anti-militarist
principle — as distinct from anti-
nuclear tactics, Wars take place not
only between countries, he said,
but within countries, The struggle is
against the militarised state, its in-
creasingly militarised police forces,
and against national armies within
countries, not merely the imposed
occupying forces. (Transposing this
to our own situation, we must
iIndeed join with the campaign to
get British troops out of Northern

Ireland, but the problem for us has
not ended when the troops come

back here.) The Basque speaker
wenton to accuse the French leftists
of bearing responsibility for the
current policies being developed by
Mitterrand. Having been taken in
by his pre-election rhetoric, their
obvious duty is to struggle against
the implementation of these poli-

cies. However, what do we see?
‘Lack of real controversy underlined
the similarity of the socialist prog-
ramme with that of previous right
wing governments . . . under the
socialist programme a seventh nuc-
lear submarine is to be built, a more
powerful warhead is to bedeveloped
for missiles, a new low-level bomber
force i1Is to be formed and long-
range tactical missiles capable of
delivering neutron bombs are to be
stationed on the French border’
(Guardian, 20 May). And we all

| remember the difference between

the promises and performance of
our own Labour Party in opposition
and in office.

On the final day of the Conven-
tion | took part in a workshop on
‘Individual Resistance’. | listened to
a powerful description of the
extreme militarisation of neutral and
non-nuclear Switzerland where there

Is such a high level of militarisation
that peace activists are seen as
enemies of the state. Since Switzer-
land 1s sometimes praised by advo-
cates of so-called ‘Alternative De-
fence’, | found it gloomily impres-
sive to hear how awful such a ‘lesser-

| tapering trail

evil” system is, particularly for the
brave individuals who try to resist it.
George Orwell should have lived to
write about Alternative Defence.
Later in the day | spent some
time walking beside the infamous
Berlin Wall and writing down some
of the graffiti which cover it. One
in English said: ‘“What you think
and do comes back to you’; and
this message was repeated in a
which apparently
disappeared over to the East Berlin

side. | keep thinking about that one.

Peter Ford

Can you imagine the scenario in a
marginal constituency where, for
example, one candidate wins by 50
votes, but there are 100 less votes
counted from the ballot boxes in
that constituency than the number
of people recorded as voting; or the
scenario in the country as a whole,
where 100’s of recorded votes can’t
be found. Not only would it prob-
ably invalidate the election, but if it
continued to happen it would both
undermine and wreak havoc in their
system. Not the bullet, but the
ballot box.

Unfortunately such a campaign
has one major handicap - it could
not be widely publicised by the
printed word. Once ‘they’ find out

| what’s going on then they have

their explanation and would prob-
ably take steps to stop it. The cam-
paign to steal your ballot paper will
have to grow by other means - such

as by word of mouth and at anarc-
hist groups.

WARNING - it is an offence under
S1 of the Theft act to steal your
ballot paper, since under the Rep-
resentation of the People Act the
ballot paper isgovernment property.
NOTE - I've still got my ballot paper
from the last election.



Brighton Reports

May has seen an upsurge of various
libertarian activities in Brighton.

Several demonstrations met the
Intemational Arms Fair at the Met-
ropole Hotel. A group of women in

evening dress offered glasses of

‘babies blood’ to those arriving for

the civic reception on the first night.

The next day a morning ‘die-in” was
followed by an attempted blockade
of the main entrance at lunchtime;
this was violently broken by police,
who arrested one woman, Three
more people were arrested as police
tried to clear the area in front of
the police station of those who had
gone there to support her. All four
were charged with obstruction, as
were two women arrested the next
day during an attempted women'’s
blockade.

Several porn and video shops have
been bricked by a group called
‘Angry Women’. Women attempted
to blockade the Navy careers office
on Womens Day of Action for
Peace.

The squat of an empty council-
owned shop was ended when police
forced entry, arrested all the occup-
ants, and charged two of them with

criminal damage to a road (painting
a zebra crossing!) The shop was
boarded up whilst they were in the
police cells.

Outlines of bodies and an anti-
militarist message were painted on
the ground in the shopping centre,
A lot of spray-painted graffiti - fem-
Inist, anarchist, anti-militarist and
anti-apartheid - has appeared
throughout the town,

Brighton Anarchists.

A

We feel that there are alotof people
involved in radical politics, who -
whilst acknowledging the necessity
of organisation and some form of
coordination with othergroups - are
dissatisfied with working in the
labour party or in dogmatic Marxist
groups like SWP. Many of us, for
example, were encouraged by the
‘War in the Third World and the
Third World War’ conference, held
recently in Brighton, and the conse-
quent setting up of the Brighton
Peace Forum. On the other hand,
such people reject the ‘individualis-

tic’, negative and unconstructive
attitudes of many so-called anarc-
hists - there are so many ‘anarchists’
around at the momentwho conform
perfectly to the image people have
of ‘anarchists’, an image created
and constantly reinforced by the
bourgeois press and by Stalinist
historians alike,

We think that this needs to be
corrected, so we have decided to
start the Campaign for Real Anarchy
(Brighton), and intend to organise
a series of public meetings with
speakers on various topics. Maybe
some coordinated activities will
come out of this.

Not all of us call ourselves anarc-
hists (not least because of the repu-
tation that label has aquired), but
we all feel that a group promoting
anarchist/libertarian ideas and prac-
tices is sorely needed in Brighton.
NB: We are not the ‘Sussex Univer-
sity/Brighton Anarchist Group’, nor
do we have anything to do with
them...

Anyone interested in the Campaign
for Real Anarchy can contact us on
Brighton 772205,

Dave

Soviet Embassy
Picket

Saturday 4 June marked the first
anniversary of the Soviet indepen-
dent peace group known as the
Moscow Group to Establish Trust.
In London, at the now traditional
site opposite the north end of
Kensington Palace Gardens, about
200 people demonstrated their
solidarity with this group and their
rejection of all nuclear weapons
including the hundreds inside the
Soviet Union targeted on us here.
The demonstration was planned by
two women in Bristol and strongly
supported by the Western Region
CND. For some of us, who have
attempted to demonstrate at or
near the Soviet Embassy a number
of times already this year, the tight
control of the demonstration by
the police was no surprise. People
were in effect penned behind crowd
barriers and all attempts to walk on
the opposite pavement nearer to
the Embassy were prevented. Lots
of press and TV were present, but
apart from a good photograph on
the front of the Sunday Telegraph
no detailed reports were published.
This maintains the traditions of the
British press. The Guardian sent no
reporter at all, which maintains
their tradition of non-coverage of
protests at this site.

.[("

Many banners drew attention to
the current plight of Moscow Group
member Oleg Radzinsky, shortly to
face trial and possibly seven years’
imprisonment for ‘antisoviet agit-
ation and propaganda’.

An emergency fund is being set
up to send visitors and gifts over to
Moscow. Many of the group mem-

bers have lost their jobs and have-

no means of supporting themselves
and their families. They will have
difficulty surviving materially, as

well as morally, unless their coll-
eagues In the West help out: For
more information send narrow
foolscap s.a.e. (plus one or two
extra stamps if youcan afford them)
to: People Against Militarism, 13
Cotswold Road, Bedminster, Bristol,
BS3 4N X.
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Newcastle

in Brief

Just a short report of our actions
during Anti-Militarist Week (14-21
May).

On 14th May we went around
shops that sell war toys handing out
anti-militarist leaflets.

On 16th May we distributed leaf-
lets outside army and navy careers
offices and job centres, and on 18th
May sprayed the doors of the Terr-
itorial Army, as well as a tank and
army tractor, with anarchist and
peace slogans.

We haven’t come to a stop with
the end of Anti-Militarist Week and
are planning future actions.
Newcastle Anarchist Group

A
The number of deaths in police

custody in England & Wales was 55
last year, an increase of 6. They
included eight suicides and 30
deaths resulting from ‘misadventure’
or accidental causes.

The Saudi Arabian government has
extended Ramadam to non-moslems
They will be dismissed from their
jobs or deported if they eat, drink
or smoke in public places during
the month.

Soviet soldiers are receiving illicit
vodka, smuggled in hot water
bottles, according to a Moscow
newspaper. The perpetrators are
usually their parents,

The Japanese government has given
way to pressure over its attempts to
rewrite history textbooks. Words
like ‘invasion’ will be acceptable
descriptions of Imperial behaviour
during the Second World War. How-
ever, any figures cited for the
numbers of people killed in various
massacres must be ‘verified and
substantiated’, eg. by the govemn-
ment.

Research from Israel, quoted at a
symposium, contradicts the popular
image of business executives
suffering from stress. In fact,
employees suffer much more. They
have more frustrations and less
room to manoeuvre.

The entire Guardia Civile garrison
at El Grove in Galicia has been
arrested on suspicion of being
involved in tobacco smuggling.

China has returned to the Inter-
national Labour Organisation, after
a vote to write off 536 million in
unpaid contributions.

An Anglican bishop in Uganda has
warned his parishoners against
being tempted by stolen bibles at
cut-rate prices.

The United Nations World Tourism
Organisation has been urged to ad-
vocate a ban on trips that ‘cater to
travellers’ sexual inclinations’.

President Evren of Turkey has been
dropping hints about the general
elections planned for November.
They will be posponed ‘if it is
deemed necessary’. He also does
not rule out ‘harsher measures’. He
Is particularly incensed by the
newly formed Grand Turkey Party,
sO0 much so that he felt forced to
ban it. His reason is that their leader
IS a retired general, which is obvi-
ously a move to split the armed
forces as the Nationalist Democratic
Party also has a retired general.
‘Can you think of a more treach-
erous move than this?’

There is disagreement in the press
about whether the new government
contains a majority in favour of the
return of hanging. The Sunday
Times, with the aid of a poll
(another one) of new Tory MP’s,
thinks that there might be. The
Guardian is not so convinced.

The Greek government has managed
to pass its law restricting the right
to strike until a long consultation
process has been undertaken. There
iIs considerable opposition to the
idea. In the government this is lead
by the communists, who see it as

eroding their influence in the
unions,
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Doncaster Anarchist Centre, 492 Doncas
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Ra, Gay Bowers, Danbury
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Box RU
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Blackthorn Books,
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The Anarchist Society, Societies' Room,
Student’'s Union Building, University of
Leicester. University Ra, LEY 7RH

70 High St; Liber-
6 Beaconsfield R4,

LIVERPOOL
Box LAG, 31 Gothic St, Rock Ferry,

Airkenhead. Merseyside,

Discordians, Liverpool Students Union,
Brownlow Hill, Liverpool,

North West Anarchist Fedaration, 224
Garston Old Road, Liverpool 19, Maer-
seyside.

LONDON

Anarchy Magazine, Box A 84D White-
chapel High St, London E1. FREEDOM
Collective, Angel Alley, 84D Whitechapel
High St E1 (01-247 9249). Aldgate East
tube, nr Whitechapel Art Gallery.
Greenpeace, 6 Endsleigh St WC1. Meet
Thursdays 7pm

London Workers Group, 11 Leyden St,
El

121 Books/Anarchist Centre, 121 Railton
Rd, London SE24 Tel: 274 6655
Anarchist-Feminist Newsletter,
Railton Rd, SE24

Pigs for Slaughter ., ¢/0 Rallton Rd
South London Anarchist Group (SLAG)
c/0 121 Railton Rd
South London DAM,
SE24

c/o 121

c/o0 Railton Rd
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London Anarchist Youth Group meeat
every Friday at 121, 7.30pm,

South London Stress, c¢/o 121 Raillton
Rd SE2a
Squatters Defence Network, c/o 121

Railton Rd SE24

Yoxic Graftiti, c/0 121 Rallton Rd,SE 24
Martin Nicholas, 186 Mount Pleasant Rd,
London N17J

NW LONDON

K Potkin, Student Malil,
Central London, 3238 Wells St, W
MALVERN

and Worcester area, Jock Spence, Birch.
wood Mall, Storridge, Worcestershire

MANCHESTER

"Wildcat' or ‘Solidarity"at: Box 25, 164/5
Corn Exchange, Hanging Ditch, M4 JBN
DAM. Box 20, 164/66 Corn Exchange
Bidgs, Hanging Ditch, M4,

MORECAMBE AND LANCASTER
Chris Preston, 71 Wykeham Rd, North
End, Portsmouth (Correspondance only).

North Lancs Libertarians, c/0o CiTNT M
Poxon, 13 Carleton St, Morecambe,
Lancs LA4 ANX

NORTH STAFFS

Careless Talk Collective, R Knight c/o
Students Union, The University, Keele,
Staffs .

NORWICH
Norwich ® QOroup, ¢c/0 Box 6, FREE.
WHEEL,K 52-54 King St

NOTTINGHAM
Anarchist Group, Box A, Mushroom
Bookshop, 10 Heathcote St. 582506

Jackie Veevers, 7 lrene Tce, Basford
Individuals Anonymous 12p sae, above
address

OLDHAM
Nigel Broadbent,
Sallsworth

OXFORD
Qxford Anarchists, J4 Cowley Rad

PLYMOUTH

Anarchists, 115 St Pancras Ave, Penny.
Srass

PORTSMOUTH

area anarchist group, c/0 Garry Richarga-

14 Westminster Rag,

son, 25 Beresford Close, Wateriooville,
Hants

READING

Reading Anarchists, Box 19 Acorn

Bookshop, 17 Chatham St

RHONDDA

and Mid Glamorgan, Henning Anderson,
‘Smiths Arms’, Treherbert, Mid Glamor-
gan

SHEFFIELD
Libertarian
Sheffield 1
Black Rat, c/o Students Union, Sheffield
University

Anarchists, c/o 4 Havelock Square S10
2FQ

Society, PO Box 168,
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High Street, London E1.

Please add postage as in brackets.
Items markes * are published in the
USA. N.American purchasers
please convert £1 - plus postage - at
$1.60 (US) and $2.00 (Canada).

BY FREEDOM

postage - on these titles:-

Lessons of the Spanish Revolution
by Vernon Richards. Third edition
of standard work, with new extra

postscript. Paperback £2.95 (50p).

Collectives inthe Spanish Revolution
by Gaston Leval, translated by
Vernon Richards. Standard work.
Mardback £6, paperback £4 (95p)

Journey through Utopia by Marie
Louise Berneri. Classic study of
utopian writers. Paperback £1.95
(60p).

Malatesta: Life and |deas edited by
Vernon Richards. Study and an-
thology of anarchist writer and
agitator. Paperback £2 (50p).

Housing: An Anarchist Approach
by Colin Ward. New edition of

standard work, with postscript.
Paperback £2.25 (45p).

BDEADLINES
N T Y YT

FREEDOM Collective would wel-
come any readers who wish to help
fold and despatch the paper. The
next issue will be sent out on Thurs-
day 30th June starting at around
6pm. This is also a good time to
come and meet the editors.

FREEDOM also needs your written
contributions and any graphics or
photographs readers feel would be
useful to us. Copy deadline for
short items for the next issue is
first post, Monday 27th, longer
articles in by first post, Thursday
23rd June,

|

Clark. Critical study of individual-
ist writer. Paperback £1.50 (39p).

The Impossibilities of Social Dem-
ocracy by Vernon Richards. Collec-
tion of articles on Labour Party and
Trade Unions. Paperback £1 (45p).

Protest without lllusions by Vernon
Richards. Collection of articles on

nuclear disarmament. Paperback
£1.95 (45p).

Bakunin and Nechaev by Paul
Avrich. Study of significant episode.
Pamphlet 50p (21p).

Anarchy by Errico Malatesta. New

translation of classic text. Pamphlet
75p (21p).

ABC of Anarchism by Alexander
Classic text. Pamphlet

Berkman.
£1.50 (33p).

Fighting the Revolution Three stu-
dies of revolutionary leaders
Nestor Makhno, Buenaventura Dur-
ruti,
75p (21p).

lllustrated catalogue available.

8 WILDCAT

Emiliano Zapata. Pamphlet

Polytech of

Emma Goldman: A Woman with-
out a country 50p (17p) (16pp ppr)
*Emma Goldman: Woman Suffrage.
25p (17p) 16pp ppr).

* Richard Drinner: Rebel in Para-
dise: A Biography of Emma Gold-
man. £7.95 (70p) (ppr).

A MISCELLANY :-

The Commonweal. Summer 1983,
no. 1 £1.20 (33p) (93pp ppr)

John Minnier & Philip Bolsover
(Eds.): The CND Story 1958-1983.
£1.95 (27p) (158pp ppr)

Cecil Parrot: The Bad Bohemian:
The Extraordinary Life of Jaroslav
Harek. £2.95 (45p) 296pp ppr)
Cosmos Desmond: Persecution
East and West: Human Rights, Pol-
itical Prisoners and Amnesty. £2.50
(40p) (172 pp ppr)

Edward Bellamy: Looking Back-
ward. £2.50 (27p) (234pp ppr)
Wilhelm Reich: The Function of
the Orgasm. £5.95 (95p) (400pp
ppr).

* Sidney Lers: The Day before
Doomsday: An Anatomy of the
Nuclear Arms Race. £3.75 (60p)
(274pp ppr).

*Leo Tolstoy: On Education (editec
by Leo Weiner). £2.75 (65p!
(360pp ppr)

"*Howard Zinn: A Peoples Histor
of the United States. £6.00 (95p
(614pp ppr)

——
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Sheffleld Peace Action, 69 Rustlings Rd,
Sheffield 11,

NEAF Secretarjat;: Box 168, Sheffleld Il.

SOUTHAMPTON
c/o 78 Northumberiand Road, St Mary's

SOUTH WALES

DAM, c/o Smiths Arms, Baglan Rd, Tre-
herbert., Write for anarcho-syndicalist
contacts in Treherbert, Rhondda, Ponty.
pridd, Penarth, Barry and Cardiff areas

SOUTHAMPTON

‘Southern Stress’, c/o October Books, 4
Onslow Rd

SURREY

Damp Squid Anarchists (North Surrey)
Tel: 01.399 3197

SUSSEX

Brighton Anarchists, ¢c/o0 Students Union,
Falmer MHouse, University of Sussex,
Brighton East Sussex

Hastings Anarchists + Polson Pen, 92
London Rd, St Leonards-on-Sea, Sussex

Sussex Anarchist Society, c/0 Hastings
Anarchist Group

SWANSEA

Anarchist Group, Box
Alexandra Road, Swansea.
Billy, 63 Cilynymaes Place, Blasnymaes,
Swansea

S, Neges, M

TAYSIDE

Josh Cowan, J/R 17 Cheviot Crescent,
Dundee, DD4 9QJ

TYNE & WEAR
Newcastie Anarchist Group, c/o0 2 Priory

Court, High St, Gateshead, Tyne & Waear,
NES® JJL

WAKEFIELD
Anarchist and Peace Group.c/o Fazacker.

ley, J6 Bowan St, Agbrigg, Wakefield,
West Yorkshire

WEST WALES

Terry Phillips, 7 Hedl Nant,

Felinfoel,
Lianelli, Dyfed SA14 BEL

YORK
Shell 22, 73 Walmgate, York

MANCHESTER

Black & Red Soclety (Anarchist Group),
¢/o0 The Students' Union, University of
Manchester, Oxford Road, Manchester

B MEETINGS
O RPN R T T [

The LWG is holding a public meeting on
Tues 21 June at the Metropolitan Pub,
95 Farringdon Rd EC1 at 8pm on the
subject of ‘The Economic Crisis — What
does it mean’

@ DESIRES
s S O T ]

Keele Anarchist Group have just set up a
small bookstall with the aim of selling
anarchist literature at as big a discount as
wecan manage,. At present we have hardly
enough books to cover our table and
hardly enough money to cover our bills!
Any help in getting books cheaply would
be gratefully received,

B FUNDS
(R e T LT e v, & T g

Deficit Fund

Contributions received: May 26th -
June 8th incl.

Milton Keynes,D.H. £1.00; Canter-
bury, A.M. £1.50; Cumbria, J.M.
50p; Wakefield, D.E.F. 20p:

In Shop. AW. £4.65; Heidelberg,
RS. £1.00; Littlehampton, AJ.L.
50p; Albuquerque, USA, W.R.D.
£3.10; Gravesend, anon. £2.50: Cal-
ifornia, USA, LJ. £1.75; Herne Bay,
IW. 25p; Wolverhampton, J.L.
£150; J KW. 50p; Leeds, W.G.
£1.00; Total =£21.90

Previously acknowledged = £598.62
TOTALTO DATE =£62052
TARGET FOR 1983 = £2000

We still need around £400 this
month to get back on schedule for
our target!

Overheads/Premises Fund
Contributions Received: May 26th -
June 8th indl.

Canterbury, A.M, £1.50; Stockport,
T.E. £8.58;

In Shop. Anon. £2.35; Wolverham-
pton, J.L. £3.00; Heidelberg, R.S.
£1.00; Albuquerque,USA, W.R.D.
£3.10; Gravesend, anon. £2.50:
California, USA, L.J. £2.00; Wolv-
erhampton, J.L. £3.00; London,
NW 8, D.S. £7.00; London,E 1,
A.G. £2.00; Total = £36.03
Previously acknowledged = £400.50
TOTAL TO DATE = £436.53
TARGET FOR 1983 =£1,500

We still need about £300 this
month to get back on schedule for
our target!

L (Crikey.{’ London graffiti out here )

Don't be daft # Anarchism never was
confined to London 1!

Anarchism ? [ thought 1t
meantArsenal 7/
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