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Resource Centre, 215 Victoria Parade. 
Collingwood. Victoria.

Monte Verlta, 
Wien.

Lessons of the Spanish Revolution 
by Vernon Richards. Third edition 
of standard work, with new extra 
postscript. Paperback £2.95 (50p).

Stephen W Holland, age 27, 2 Glygar- 
dynza Creka, The Mining Community 
Hut», NY Aletund, Splttbergen, Svalbard 
A Arctic Ocean Isle.

The Impossibilities of Social Dem
ocracy by Vernon Richards. Collec
tion of articles on Labour Party and 
Trade Unions. Paperback £1 (45p).

Self-management Organisation, PO Box
332, North Quay

In Angel Alley, 84b Whitechapel 
High Street, London El.

Schwarzer Gockler (Black Cockerel), c/o 
A Muller, Poitfach 4521. 7500 Karlsruhe.

Llbertad Verlag Berlin, Jochen Schmuck. 
Pottfach 440 227, D-1000 Berlin 44.

o
co

Syndicalist Forum, Tenstlernas Gata 51,
11631 Stockholm.

NEW YORK
Libertarian Book Club, Box 142, GPO
New York, NY 10012.

Malatesta: Life and Ideas edited by 
Vernon Richards. Study and an
thology of anarchist writer and 
agitator. Paperback £2 (50p).

Keele Anarchist Group have Just set up a 
small bookstall with the aim of selling 
anarchist literature at as big a discount as 
we can manage. At present we have hardly 
enough books to cover our table and 
hardly enough money to cover our bills! 
Any help in getting books cheaply would 
be gratefully received.

WASHINGTON
Left Bank Publishing Project, Box B, 52
Pike Street, Seattle. WA 96101.

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 
G'raswurzel (Grass Roots), c/o W Hartle, 
Grozerschlppsee 29, 21 Hamburg 90.

A MISCELLANY
Trade terms not available

Bound Together Book Collective, 1901 
Hayes St, San Francisco, CA 941 17, tel: 
(41 5) 669-2795,

Wc old statesmen will be long dead by 
-------------------- \ by the year 2000.Distributed to Bookshops by 

A Distribution
c/o 84b Whitechapel High St, 

London E1

Treason. Box 37, Brumwlck Eait, Vict
oria 3057

Monish Anarchist Society, c/o Monash 
University, Clayton. 3168. Melbourne.

Federation Anarchlste Francalse, 145 Rue 
Amelot, 7501 1, Peris.

The way you're 
waiting wealth on 
weapons, there'll 
be world famine 
and nuclear war 
by doe year2000.

Libertarian Workers for a Self-managed 
Society. PO Box 20. Parkville 3052.

AUSTRIA 
Liberte, Postfach 96, 1033 Wien.

Collectives inthe Spanish Revolution 
by Gaston Leval, translated by 
Vernon Richards. Standard work. 
Hardback £6, paperback £4 (95p)

Libertarian Anarchist Coffeehouse, meets 
last Sunday each month at Cafe Comm* 
ons, 3161 Mission St, San Francisco.

Printed and Typeset by 
Aidgate Press

84b Whitechapel High St, 
01-247 3015

Leeds W G £1.83; Wolverhampton 
J L £6.00; Sittingbourne P K £1.00; 

TOTAL = £8.83 
Previously acknowledged = £436.53 

TOTAL TO DATE = £445.36 
TARGET FOR 1983 £1500!

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Freedom Collective and Libertarian Res
ource Centre can be reached through PO 
Box 203, Fremantle 6160.

MISSOURI
Columbia Anarchist League, PO Box 390, 
Columbia, Missouri 65201.

Inland 
Surface 
Europe All-up 
Zone A 
Zone B

MONTREAL
Chaos, c/o R Yves Breton, CP 95 S/N 
Place d’Armes, Montreal, Quebec, H2Y
3E9.

NEW ZEALAND 
Blackmail, Box 13165, Christchurch

MINNESOTA
Soli of Liberty, Box 7056 Powderhorn
Station, Minneapolis, Minn 55407

Oe Vrlje. Postbus 496. 2000AL Haarlem. 
Holland, tel: 023 273992.

Open Road, Box 6135, Station G. Van
couver BC.

Contributions Received: June 9th 
— 22nd Incl.

Contributions Received: June 9th 
- 22nd Incl.
London E17 I R T £1.20; Wolver
hampton J L £3.00; J K W £1.00; 
London N7 L K £1.00; Sitting
bourne P K £1.00; Gravesend A J 
£1.30; Cove L Y £0.25; Liverpool 
P L £1.25; Bristol T C £5.25; 

TOTAL = £15.25 
Previously acknowledged = £620.52 

TOTAL TO DATE = £635.77 
TARGET FOR 1983 £2000!

CALIFORNIA
Au ton om la, PO Box 1751, San Francisco,
CA 94101.

CONNECTICUT
Wesleyan University Eco-Anarchlsts, Her
mes, Box HH, Wesleyan University, Midd
letown CT 08457

Wintergreen/AR, PO Box 1294, Kitchen
er, Ontario, N2G 4G8.

ARIZONA
Malicious Hooligans (anti-nuclear), 1110
W 2nd St. Tempe, AZ 85281.

Housing: An Anarchist Approach 
by Colin Ward. New edition of 
standard work, with postscript. 
Paperback £2.25 (45p).
Max Stirner's Egoism by John P. 
Clark. Critical study of individual
ist writer. Paperback £1.50 (39p).

BELGIUM
Revolutionair anarchlstles kollektlf, c/o 
Zwart L Rood, PO Box 546, B-9000 
Gent. Belgium.

Please add postage as in brackets. 
Items markes * are published in the 
USA. N.American purchasers 
please convert £1 - plus postage - at 
$1.60 (US) and $2.00 (Canada).

VICTORIA
Journal of Libertarian Politics and Alter
native Life-styles, 51 Ormond Road, Schwarzer Faden (Black Thread), Obere 

Welbermarktstr 3, 7410 Reutlingen, tel: 
07121/370494.

FREE
SUBSCRIPTION RATES.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
PO Box 1 26 Norwood, SA 5067

313 East
97205,

Redfern Black Rose Anarchist Book
shop. 36 Botany Rd, Redfern NSW 2015.-

QUEENSLAND
Black and Red Bookshop. 5A Browning 
St, West End. Queensland 4000, tel: 07 
(447994).

£9.00 
£10.00 
£11.00 
£11.50 

25 dollars
28 dollars Can. 

£14.00

AUSTRALIA
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

Research and Resources Centre for Llb> 
ertarian Politics and Alternative Life- 
Uylei, 7/355 Northmore Ave, lynehim, 
ACT 2602.

War (664pp ppr) 
’Murray Bookchin: Toward an 
Ecological Society (313pp ppr) 

£5.15 (65p) 
’Murray Bookchin: The Ecology of 
Freedom (385pp ppr) £6.95 (95p) 
Illustrated catalogue available. 
Please send SAE 10"x7"(21p) or 
2 x Int'l Postal reply coupons.

Social Revolutionary Anarchist Feder
ation, PO Box 21071, Washington DC 
20009.

Non-violent Anarchist Network, P O Box 
1395. Austin, Texas 79767.

Emma Goldman Group, c/o Paul Hetz- 
nockor, 883 Bay Road, Amherst Mass 
01002.

FREEDOM BOOKSHOP 
and

FREEDOM EDITORIAL 
COLLECTIVE 

are both at
84B WHITECHAPEL HIGH ST 

LONDON E1. 
Phone 01-247 9249

Journey through Utopia by Marie 
Louise Berneri. Classic study of 
utopian writers. Paperback £1.95 
(60p).

Union Anarchlste, 9 Rue de I’Ange, 
63000 Clermont Feraand

Protest without Illusions by Vernon 
Richards. Collection of articles on 
nuclear disarmament. Paperback 
£1.95 (45p).

GREECE
•A Gallery* (Documents Centre), PO Box 

1 937, Thlslon, Athens.

OREGON 
Portland Anarchist Center, 
Burnside, Portland, Oregon 
USA.

La Trobe Libertarian Socialists, c/o 
La Trobe University, Bundoora, Victoria 
3093.

Syndlkallstiskt Forum (anarcho-syndleal 
1st bookshop), Husargatan 5.4J302 Goth 
enburg, tel: 031-13 25 04.

SWEDEN
Magazine ’April*, Box 15015, 104 65
Stockholm, Sweden.

Nya Bokcafeet, Box 
Stockholm.

CANADA
Black Cat Press, PO Box 1 1261, Edmont
on, Alberta.

PUBLISHED
PRESS
We can give full trade terms - plus 
postage - on these titles:

DENMARK 
Aarhus: Regnbuen Anarklst Bogcafe,
MelJIgade 49, 9000 Aarhus.

Libertarian Socialist Organisation, PO 
Box 268. Mount Gravatt, Central 4122.

TASMANIA
Bill Graham, PO Box 70, Mowbray
Heights, Launceston 7250, Tasmania.

Friends,
Our deficit funds are in a quite 
desperate plight - our targets are 
the minimum we need in order to 
survive. We were hoping for at least 
£1000 and £750 by the end of 
June. We are £370 and £300 short 
of that — in other words we need 
around £670 in one week to put 
our targets back on schedule. Please 
help us to survive to further the 
cause of anarchism. Please give as 
generously as you can.

DISTRIBUTED BY FREEDOM
PRESS — We can give full trade 
terms (plus postage) on these titles 
also.

NEW SOUTH WALES 
Freedom, K153 Haymarket, Sydney
2000.

Jura 800*1 — an anarchist bookinop.
417 Kins St. Newtown, NSW 2042
Everything Collective — put out an 
anarchofeminnt magazine. Box 131. 
Holme Building. Sydney University. 
Sydney. NSW

Bakunin and Nechaev by Paul 
Avrich. Study of significant episode. 
Pamphlet 50p (21 p).

Daybreak Bookshop, PO Box 5425, 
Dunedin.

Dunedin Anarchists. Box 6227. Dunedin. 
New Zealand

Jaroslav Hasek: The Good Soldier 
Svejk and his Fortunes In the World 
War (725pp ppr) £3.50 (95p) 
Sir Cecil Parrott: The Bad Bohemian: 
The extraordinary life of Jaroslav 
Hasek (296pp ppr) £2.95 (50p) 
Wilhelm Reich: The Function of

translation of classic text. Pamphlet I the Orgasm (400pp ppr) 
?5pl21p). £5.95 (95p)
ABC of Anarchism by Alexander ’Howard Zinn: A People's History 
Berkman. Classic text. Pamphlet | of the United States (614pp ppr) 
£1.50 (33p).

Fighting the Revolution Three stu
dies of revolutionary leaders — 
Nestor Makhno, Buenaventura Dur- 
ruti, Emiliano Zapata. Pamphlet 
75p (21p).
Illustrated catalogue available.

FRANCE 
Union des Trivillleurs Communistei 
Libertaires. Write to Editions ‘L’ (with 
no other mention) BP ^33. 75525 Paris.

FREEDOM Collective would wel
come any readers who wish to help 
fold and despatch the paper. The 
next issue will be sent out on Thurs
day 14th July, starting at around 
6pm. This is also a good time to 
come in and meet the editors. 
FREEDOM also needs your written 
contributions and any graphics or 
photographs readers feel would be 
useful to us. Copy deadline for 
short items for the next issue is 
first post, Monday 11th July, longer 
articles in by first post,Thursday 7th

POLAND 
Plotrak Betlejewskl, ige 22, Ulpolnana 
30/37, 08 402, Plock. Poland.

£6.00 (95p) 
’Randolph Bourne: The Radical 
Will: Selected Writings 1911-1918 
(Ed by Olaf Hansen). (548pp ppr) 

£5.95 (95p) 
’Emma Goldman: Woman Suffrage 
(16ppppr) £0.25 (16p)
’Richard Drinnon: Rebel in Para
dise: A Biography of Emma Gold
man (ppr) £7.95 (95p)
Hermia Oliver: The International 
Anarchist Movement in Late Vic
torian London (176pp cloth) 

£13.95 (65p) 
’Burnett Bolloten: The Spanish 

’Fredy Perlman: Anti-Semitism I Revolution: The Left and the 
and the Beirut Pogrom. (16pp ppr) Struggle for Power during the Civil 

£0.75 (21 p | war (664pp ppr) £10.00 (£2.00) 
---------------- : International Black

list 1983: An Anti-Authoritarian 
Directory (140pp ppr) £3.00 (39p) 
’----------------: Free Spirits: Anais
of the Insurgent Imagination. An 
anthology from the Counter Culture 
Press (223pp ppr) £7.50 (95p) 
’Peter Arshinov: History of the 
Makhnovist Movement 1918-1921 
(284pp ppr) £3.50 (60p)
’Voline: The Unknown Revolution 
(717pp ppr) £6.00 (£1.30)

8S

XI

p

Til

anarchist fortnightlyinside
LETTERS

Anarcho Syndicalism

Ecology

editorial

Stefano

AGAINST THE BOMB AFTER THE ELECTION

Monday, 4 July

Tuesday, 5 July

Wednesday, 6 July

D MH

page

page

page

page

page
page

o A n o

30p
2nd July 1983 
No 13 Vol 44

IN FAVOUR OF 
THE DEATH PENALTY

REVIEW 
Commonweal 
Blacklist 
Arthur Moyse

partiots law-and-order authoritar
ians and the low-brow masses. It 
has even been suggested that, should 
a referendum on capital punishment 
ever be staged, anarchists should 
perform their function as an appen
dage of the general 'left' by laying 
down their arms and taking part in 
the vote. For surely we must do all

Thursday, 7 July 
Friday, 8 July

It is true to say that the end of this 
particular economic recession will 
mark the end of the illusion of the 
traditional workers movement. 
Transparently the Trade Unions 
and the labour movement are mere 
accommodators of the continuing 
re-modification and retrenchment 
of capitalism while the myth of 
their radical opposition has Jjeen 
perpetuated both by the represen
tatives of the institutions of the 
labour movement and the ideologues 
of its history. Their veritable history 
however has been one of miserable 
defeat and the fragmentation and 
destruction of the spirit of resist
ance.

It is also still true that produc
tion, this particular aspect of society 
is the aim of society in general. 
Whoever dominates it therefore 
dominates and controls everything. 
It is through this that the real 
domination of capitalists over 
society is achieved, and it is through 
their potential command over 
production that the power of the 
workers is expressed. So, the point 
of production is pivotal: it is the 
point of the frontal clash between 
capital as power and any counter
power. It is the key to the destruc
tion of the capitalist project and 
any attempt to re-create society.

From this it follows that the 
first task in the destabilisation of 
power is the radical separation of 
the working class from the left and 
TU's, from the workers movement, 
its traditions and history. It is the 
end of the line for the history of 
representation, the strategic form 
for the immediate future must be 
the creation of a movement for 
Autonomy.

The traditional anarchist move
ment with its ideological baggage 
from the 19th century and its 
appeal to 'humanitarian' impulses 
which correspond to those of 
Oxfam and the RSPCA and its 
tedious repetition of statements 
of the obvious, cannot provide the 
analytical vigour nor (because it is 
peripheral) directly sustain or gen
erate an attack on the monstrous 
nature of power as it exists in the 
metropolis of modern capitalist 
society. If the anarchists are to pull 
themselves from the gutter of 
political insignificance they must 
help develop flexible forms and 
strategies for subversion of produc
tion which are more difficult or 
impossible to be re-appropriated by 
capital and the state in the way that 
traditional forms have been.

REPORTS
Welsh Anarchist
Federation 
Greece
In Brief

The election of a Tory Govern
ment with a very large majority has 
reawakened the debate on the 
restoration of the death penalty. 
The battle-lines are clearly drawn 
with the forces of good and light — 
progressive liberals, reformist social
ists, high-minded intellectuals — 
ranged against the forces of evil 
and darkness — right-wing Tory

committed.
And yet the reintroduction of 

this measure would be no more 
than the logical consequence of any 
judicial system based on punish
ment and revenge against those who 
dare transgress the law (just as police 
brutality is an intrinsic part of any 
police force) — a system which is 
based, with most people's whole
hearted approval, on locking people 
away in inhumane conditions for 
long periods of time in order to 
'rehabilitate' them and teach them 
not to do it again. It is in fact 
arguable whether being jailed for 
life is preferable to being put to 
death. Some inmates in American 
prisons think not, and have gone so 
far as to demand their own ex
ecutions.

Not having a death penalty has 
not stopped murders in police 
custody, suicides in jail, the death 
of Irish Republican hunger-strikers, 
dead demonstrators, and having it 
again will not save murder victims 
or those killed in Northern Ireland. 

No, the argument will come to 
rest on moral grounds and finally 
be defended by the 'sanctity' of 
life argument. To hear our polit
icians who support a warfare state 
(such as Michael Heseltine, the 
Minister of Defence) decry judicial 
execution merely highlights their 
hypocrisy. Much like a nation of 
Pontius Pilates, they seem to wish 

we can to stop this great evil being to wash their hands of the barbar

powerful leaders, and this may be 
expected to become the central 
policy for the rest of the year.

Such a strategy suits the radical 
movement, which has recently been 
taking increasingly ambitious direct 
action against bases where new 
missiles or more missiles are planned. 
The next major demonstration in 
this programme is at Greenham 
Common next week, when women 
will attempt to blockade the planned 
Cruise base for the whole week. As 
at Upper Heyford a month ago, the 
five days have been assigned to 
various regions, as follows:

Scotland and 
International 

Wales, Ireland 
South-West 

London

South-East
North and 

Midlands
Once more, this demonstration 

will be highly illegal and strictly 
non-violent. Demonstrators have 
again been asked so far as possible 
to come in organised groups and to 
have some previous training. And 
they must of course be self-suffic
ient and should be prepared to 
demonstrate for 24 hours, from 
& m to 6am. Following the prec
edent of Upper Heyford, mass 
arrests are again expected, and 
everyone will be watching closely 
to see whether the attendance and 
commitment continue to increase 
in the new political situation. 

Meanwhile there are several 
conventional demonstrations. Mid-

ities that their social system has 
created and portray themselves as 
civilised and oh, so very moral.

And yet, at first glance paradox
ically, I and many other anarchists 
would not deny ourselves the right 
to 'kill'. We do not need the pre
tence of a judicial system mandated 
by the people or by command from 
Parliament to put into action our 
revolutionary justice. In the end we 
must trust ourselves, in the arro
gance of our own beliefs, to see us 
through those times of upheaval, 
when we are forced to fight for our 
lives and to end other lives. For we 
believe in the death penalty. It is 
our final sanction against those who 
would oppress us. It is the state 
we do not believe in, and its death 
penalty that we see as grotesque 
and as abhorrent as the edifice 
of laws/police/judges/executioners 
that it will sit on.

All the people who voted, for 
whichever party, elected this govern
ment, for they agreed to the rules 
of the game and played for keeps. 
It is not for us to tell them who to 
vote for but to show them there is 
no need to play the game. It will 
not be our job to ask them to vote 
against the death penalty. It is up 
to us to show them we can live 
without any laws, 'good' or 'bad' 
ones, for while they exist there can 
be no justice.

I The nuclear disarmament movement 
is in a difficult position following 
the General Election. It failed to 
make its activity an election issue, 
since most people vote according 
to party rather than specific policy. 
The Conservative Party has always 
been in favour of nuclear weapons, 
even at the cost of reducing other 
arms. The Labour Party has always 
been in favour of nuclear weapons 
in practice, whatever it says in 
theory, and Labour Governments 
have been no different from Conser
vative Governments. (Attlee began 
the British Bomb, Wilson maintained 
Polaris, Callaghan improved it.) The 
Liberal and Social Democratic 
Alliance is divided, and would 
probably behave like the others.

The only entry of the so-called 
'defence' issue into the election 
campaign was as one more way the 
Conservative Party and the media 
could discredit the Labour Party 
for being officially unilateralist. No 
doubt most supporters of the 
nuclear disarmament movement 
supported Labour, and many cam
paigned for Labour candidates, so 
the movement in general shares 
the disappointment of the Labour 
defeat. After all, only a small 
minority of the population opposes 
the British Bomb and the North 
Atlantic alliance, with American 
nuclear bases in this country.

But a small majority opposes the 
installation of new missiles into this 
country, whether the British Trident 
or the American Cruise. The nuclear 
disarmament movement is therefore 
tempted to campaign only on this 
issue, and to advocate not nuclear 
disarmament but a nuclear freeze. 
This is already being recommended 
by some of its most popular and

summer Day has just been celebrated 
at several places in several ways. 
The Greenham Common blockade 
begins on Independence Day, which 
commemorates the Declaration of 
Independence of the American 
Colonies against British rule in 
1776, and this will be celebrated 
at several places in several ways, 
with a Declaration of Independence 
of the British people against Amer
ican bases. On Saturday, 16 July, 
a human chain is planned between 
the American and Russian Embassies 
in London. Demonstrators will 
assemble in Hyde Park at 1pm, 
form the chain at 2pm, and have a 
peace picnic at 3.30

But the nuclear disarmament 
movement is just as active in other 
countries, and in particular there 
will be a major demonstration at the 
planned Cruise base at Comiso in 
Sicily on 22/24 July. This is being 
organised by the local Coordin- 
amento Leghe Autogestite (which 
was described by Jean Weir in 
FREEDOM on 15 Jana ry) and is 
being supported by political and 
youth groups in many parts of Italy. 
Unlike the recent direct action 
demonstrations in Britain, but like 
the Direct Action Committee and 
Committee of 100 demonstrations 
20 and 25 years ago. This will be 
not a mere blockade but a mass 
occupation of the base, and a large 
international presence is important. 
Further details will be published in 
the next issue of FREEDOM, but 
the British contact address is the 
Brixton League Against the Cruise 
Missile Base at Comiso, c/o 121 
Bookshop, 121 Railton Road, 
London SE24.
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'Stop the City' doomed to flop

B Nuclear disarmament — Authors' re-reply
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AU signed articles reflect 
the opinion of the authors, 

not necessarily those of 
the editorial collective.

about anarchists must be true - 
we are irresponsible and impractical.
Pat Isiorho

We reserve the right to cut 
letters unless otherwise 

specified by the author.

If the protest is to go ahead 
(personally I would prefer to see 
it called off in favour of a less 
ambitious project), it is the level 
of organisation that will largely 
determine its effectiveness. This 
includes intelligence gathering, eg, it 
will be necessary to know how 
many police to expect and where 
they will be, where the arrested will 
be taken and what charges are likely 
etc the list is endless, but without

tarian methods employed. After 
being repeatedly dragged around 
and dropped in the mud at what 
was only a very token blockade, we 
do feel that something much more 
serious is necessary if the move
ment is to move anywhere. There 
has been enough symbolic action, 
in which thousands of people have 
now got to know each other and 
themselves, and it is time for some 
real direct action.

Perhaps the Greenham Common

FREEDOM
Editorial Collective

84b Whitechapel High St 
London E1

I have to point out a mistake in 
your front-page article 'Vote for 
Fear' (4 June), when you say 
that the whole House of Commons 
cheered Foot on his Falklands 
attitude. Well, you have fallen foul

However, now that Thatcher has 
such a huge majority, there is one 
issue that is sure to come up, and 
that is capital punishment. Thatcher 
is fanatically in favour of the return

Apart from the few sentences 
near the end of the review there 
appears to be an absence of anar
chist analysis. If anarchism states 
its claims to truth as a model of 
how society should, could and can 
be run for the benefit of the 
majority of its members as the 
natural result of these so called 
primitive and isolated communities 
then two questions follow central 
to the credibility of the whole 
anarchist debate. Is the society 
described in the book the way it is 
because the members have organ
ised it so or is it the inevitable 
result of the fact that they are a 
primitive people and have an 
inability to organise themselves and 
their society. If the first is the 
case — where is the evidence to 
support it and have the people 
maximised the range of choices. Is 
all progress to be considered negative 
— is even the wheel un-anarchic 
and statist? If the latter option is 
the c se, then what the state says

bias of the 'national' media. From 
the outset Plaid Cymru (I'm not a 
member) was totally opposed to 
the task force and the war. Although 
they have only two Members of 
Parliament - both re-elected with 
increased majorities — they put up 
a constant struggle to have the 
whole thing debated in a rational 
light. I don't know if the Scottish 
National Party members did the 
same.

Although you probably have 
little truck with 'Nationalist' MPs, 
you should be more accurate, as 
their reason for opposition to the 
task force was internationalist, and 
you are perpetuating the censorship 
of the media on dissident voices.

Donald Rooum writes:
Gratified to know someone actually 
read my review, and I hope Pat 
Isiorho will go on to read the book 
itself before making a final judge
ment. The reason I reviewed the 
book is that I think it is a good 
book of interest to FREEDOM 
readers. Reviewing a book for the 
purpose of making a point about 
something else is a didactic device 
I have never heard of until now. I 
must remember it.

The pictures were drawn by me 
(see first paragraph of my review) 
and of course I deny the charge of 
racial stereotyping. The illustrations 
follow the text of the book in taking 
the mike out of anthropologists, 
missionaries, bureaucrats, villagers, 
travellers, and everybody else the 
anthropologist encountered.

With regard to the plan to 'Stop | success 
the City' 29 Sept as a protest against
war, I would like to pose a few 
questions and express my reser
vations.

Although it is great to see liber
tarians taking the initiative for
once, does it have to be so dramatic 
and ambitious? Bearing in mind 
that the police have months to pre
pare, even with the most excellent 
organisation and large numbers of 
participants, I can see little hope of

I find no fundamental difference 
between the major political parties. 
They aye all part of the capitalist 
system and part of the parliamentary 
mixing machine. Even on specific 
issues the Labour Party, by its 
reformist nature, is incapable of

■ Racist illustration — Donald replies
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keeping its rather extravagent pol
icies. It can only go as far and as 
fast as the electors, the City of 
London and the trade union 'barons’ 
will let it. This does not yet extend 
to nuclear disarmament, and cer
tainly not to war itself; nor to the 
Common Market or even to un
employment.

Some 'left-wing' Labour Party 
members have talked about 'taking 
to the streets’ and 'riots’, and even 
of revolution. This is wild talk by 
politicians who will goad other

Like most of your readers, I did not 
vote in the General Election; indeed, 
I have only voted twice in my life 
— in 1945 and in 1974. I make no 
apologies for my non-action, even 
though I am not an anarchist.

people into action and then stand 
aside with hands unstained.

There is a need for extra-parlia
mentary activity and grass-roots 
community action, as long as it is 
non-violent and meaningful. The 
people can manage quite well 
without the politicians.

decent answers the action is doomed 
to flop.

Of course good organisation is 
necessary even for much smaller 
projects and we shouldn't let it put 
us off taking action, but I say again 
— does it have to be so dramatic? 
Who are we trying to impress? I 
would prefer to be part of a small, 
well planned, relevant action that 
has a good chance of success, than 
be part of a grand anarchist fuck- 
up that lands me in a cell and all

Having read the review by Donald 
Rooum 'Notes from a mud hut' I 
must protest about the racist illus
trations it contains. I have never 
been a lover of anthropology, it is 
value loaded and far from objective 
yet it is presented as an exact science. 
Anthropology I feel is necessary for 
white society especially societies 
with a colonial past. It is open to 
much misuse and many racist 
ideologies have relied on it for 
some kind of respectability.

The illustrations in the review 
only reinforce the widely held 
beliefs that all non whites live in 
mud huts and run around half 
naked. Not many readers associate 
the illustrations solely with the text 
to which they refer when viewing 
a stereotype. It serves merely as a 
reinforcer of an already perceived 
attribute. If the reviewer wanted to 
have a sly dig at the ecologists why 
did he not choose another book for 
review for there are better ways of 
achieving this aim than to highligh’

blockade will reveal more of what 
we should and shouldn't be doing, 
and perhaps the summer lull can be 
used for some proper planning of 
the next stage. Whatever happens, 
we hope that FREEDOM will 
continue to publish coverage which 
at the same time reports what is 
going on and comments on what is 
good and bad about it.
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I was disappointed to read the 
report on the anti-porn demo in 
your June 4 issue. It appears that, 
since this march started from 121 
@ centre, that at least some anar
chists either supported or partici- 

of propaganda and the English | pated in this action. However, I 
find it rather contradictory for 
anarchists to participate in such an 
authoritarian enterprise. Mutilating 
Playboy and harassing porn dealers 
seems to be a clear interference 
with free speech and expression, 
and should be opposed and con
demned by anarchists.

This infatuation with censor
ship has also shown up in the US 
and Canadian anarchist press, espec
ially in Open Road. Many anarchists 
seem to be reluctant to criticize the 
anti-porn movement, probably be
cause they fear being accused of 
sexism. But it is important for anar
chists of all shades to stand up for 
principle and reject the censors 
despite the risks. After all, anarchists 
are usually not afraid to take un
popular or controversial positions, 
are we? Joe Peacott

for nothing. When we take on the 
might of the State, let it be on our 
'home grounds' — exploit their 
weaknesses, use surprise, irration
ality etc.

I don't want to put the dampers 
on this project, but nor do I wish to 
see hundreds of anarchists behind 
bars. How about using the planning 
meetings for the 'Stop the City' 
protest for discussing alternative 
actions?
Kasha Checkmate

of hangirrg, and is almost certain 
to get the support of the new young 
Tories, and it may well get through 
this time. This bestial, medieval, 
barbarism will have the support 
of a large section of the 'people' 
(sicl), and I believe we should take 
steps now to prepare a campaign 
against this measure. We need a 
steady stream of education, agit
ation and propaganda to forestall 
this vile measure.

as well as take part in its current 
activities. But we are also concern
ed that such discussion and activity 
should always be critical, and should 
always emphasise the libertarian 
perspective on events and develop
ments.

At the present stage, we can 
only say that we were disappointed 
by our most recent experience at 
the Upper Heyford blockade, des
pite the large number of anarchists 
present and the high level of liber-

an isolated community that is 
hardly representative of the racial 
group in which it is located. A 
fourth world model would have 
been more appropriate most of 
these desperately poor and white 
inhabitants of Britain live a primitive 
life style from necessity not choice.

A great number of stereotypes 
ncerning non whites arise from 

anthropology. Surprisingly most 
appeared conveniently during the 
time of colonial control. They have 
become so ingrained into our think
ing that they are unconsciously 
perpetuated. Even the enlightened 
who have attempted to erradicate 
their own racism find such illus
trations have a reinforcing effect. 
The Cuban revolution is but an 
example of this kind of reinforce
ment. It has been termed a Carnival 
revolution by the communist party 
and by some of the bourgeoisie 
press. How many of us have caught 
ourselves using this expression full 
of racial imagery.

Something went wrong with the 
end of our letter (18 June) about 
coverage of the nuclear disarmament 
movement in FREEDOM, between 
being written and printed, so we 
are writing again to clarify what we 
have been try ing to do.

We are convinced that the radical 
wing of the nuclear disarmament 
movement is one of the main liber
tarian forces in British politics 
today, as it was 20-25 years ago. We 
have therefore tried to write about
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be our Bastille.'
On Friday, 6 May, in the middle
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The Anarcho-syndicalism, with 
the defeat of the CNT, has failed. 
Let us drink a toast to it! Post-

A MA M

To revolutionise the struggle. 
Anarcho-syndicalists try to bring 
out the various forms of exploit
ation in full relief; to overcome 
barriers and prejudices which divide 
workers from workers; to argue the 
emancipation of the workers as an 
act of the workers themselves, rather 
than, an act of parties and Leaders 
manipulations to reveal all social 
and power deceptions, opening the 
road to personal and class aware
ness which eventually will lead to 
the formation of workers revolu
tionary consciousness. Conscious
ness of which Marxist-Leninists 
have always talked of but refuse to 
acknowledge unless it comes from 
the outside, from the bourgeoisie, 
in form of Leaders, avant-guards 
and social-democratic intellectuals

The case of Anarcho-Syndicalism 
lies in the hands of its judges who, 
like any other judges, barely 
understand it in historical, theor
etical and practical terms. The 
interchangeability of Anarcho-syn
dicalism does not imply revolution 
or any form of anarchist organis
ation. It is merely a workers' organ
isation through which the workers 
try to recuperate their judicial and 
economic losses and to materialise 
their demands which very rarely 
are revolutionary in outlook. Thus 
syndicalism provides no ample 
scope for a revolutionary struggle 
while the case of anarcho-syndical
ism is quite a different matter.

Anarcho-syndicalism, implants 
itself in the day to day struggle but 
tries to transcend it by incorporating 
within it a more general struggle — 
human emancipation where the 
workers are going to play an impor
tant role. What differentiates Anar
cho-syndicalism from all other forms 
of syndicalism is that the workers 
are not fighting to establish an 
alternative government but rather 
to get rid of all forms of govern
ments and revert the decision 
making process to where it belongs 
- the society. Anarcho-syndicalism 
is the organisation where the 
workers learn to practice solidarity 
and to use direct action to achieve 
their final aim: the emancipation of 
the working class and by extension, 
of society.

Direct Action needs not be 
understood as a form of confront- 
atio but as a tool of industrial and 
social actions which preclude avant- 
guardism and statism and which 
implies awareness of the oppressive 
socio-political-economical relation
ships. Then and only then direct 
action can claim to be a revolution
ary weapon in the struggle for a 
new society: the classless, libertarian 
and egalitarian society.

It is rather ominous that various 
anarchist writers are confining 
Anarcho-syndicalism to the factory 
floor and thus, willy-nilly, are 
echoing the Leninist view, putting 
all forms of syndicalism under the 
same denominator that syndicalism 
has a subordinate historical role. In 
this frame of reference, Anarcho- 
syndicalism is an abberation,danger
ous to the flow of the Bolshevik 
as well as the bourgeois oppression.

1 L

Spezzano Sila and Locri burst into 
the bar of Casole Bruzio, which is 
run by anarchists. One of the com
rades, Giovanni Ceravo/a, was arrest
ed. The place was searched, without 
a warrant, and various material 
(posters, some copies of newspapers 
and even tax returns) were confis
cated.

At the same time the 'forces of 
law and order' went to the house 
of Marisa Amendolia, another com
rade from Siderno who has been 
living and working in the province 
of Cosenza for years. Here too 
they searched for and confiscated 
material.

These two comrades were arrest
ed and a similar operation in Siderno 
resulted in another four arrests, 
those of: Sergio Lupis, Luigi Diano 
Vincenzo Leraci and Michele Fed- 
ele. They were all charged with 
'instigation to carry out an armed 
insurrection against the powers of 
the state' and with 'subversive 
association'. The charges are based

• Z 9Z

and therefore, necessary to be 
suppressed. Hence the necessity to 
emasculate its social significance, to 
ignore or minimize its historical, 
role, to pervert its ideological 
tent and to condemn outright its 
praxis. It is not incidental that the 
first aim of Stalin and his dupes was 
to destroy the CNT conventions, 
aside factory, there are, district 
delegates. This fact has important 
theoretical and practical implic
ations. Thus, society is not separ
ated from the factory. The factory 
is within and not without society. 
Class, in this case, is not a particular 
but a general term. It refers to 
whole society as being a class 
society. Formulating or re-formulat
ing classes may help theoretical 
clarity but does not alter the fact 
that we live in a class ridden society: 
a society of rich and poor, exploiters 
and exploited, governors and gov
erned, those who give the orders 
and those who obey orders of those 
who work and those who rip off 
the benefits; or to use the classical 
anarchist definition we are divided 
into two classes: the oppressors and 
the oppressed. Therefore, any strug
gle for a free and just society implies 
a class struggle. If Anarcho-syndical
ists give pre-eminence to the factory 
floor, it is because there the contra
dictions are more glaring. Nonethe
less, revolution cannot be but an 
all embracing phenomenon. This 
may be an objectionably simplistic 
view but, nevertheless, contains not 
one but a few grains of truth.
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communists, or the right-wing social
democrats; or to be reduced to a 
rubber stamp legitimizing the soviet 
model of exploitation; to learn how 
the Anarcho-syndicalists and Anar- 
cho-communes were wiped off the 
map by the advocate of Sovietism:
Lenin and Trotsky, and by Stalin's 
cohort, such as Lister during the
Spanish Revolution; to learn that
all these revolutionary practices 
were interwoven with the Anarcho-
syndicalist theory and not separated
from it. . . As, comrades, we need I argument. Unless one is an indiv- 
a rigorous examination to realize idualist and refuses to take part in 
that compartmentalized anarchism | organised activity, one is prone to 
is not a study proposition but a
method to divide, rule and manipul
ate — a bourgeois abberation; to 
realise that anarchists fail to prac
tice, here and now solidarity, that is, 
they fail to put an alternative 
proposition to capitalist-hierarchies I 
society; that they are atomized, 
self-righteous individuals — a con
temporary bourgeois disease, which 
prevents them from creating liber
tarian organization; a blatant indict
ment of anarchist failure. It is easy

a manifesto, containing the 
poetry (quoted above) which ap
peared on the walls of Siderno 
between February and March 1982. 
From this the zealous procurator 
of Locri has concocted 'crimes of 
illegal carrying of arms, damage to 
public property, attack against 
persons exercising penitentiary func
tions' from which is derived the 
charge of 'association with the aim 
of committing acts of violence for 
the purpose of subversion of the 
democratic order'. The same deduc
tions have been made with regard 
to the collective Niente piu sbarre 
(No more frontiers), whose name 
appeared at the bottom of the 
manifesto and whom the authorities 
have linked first with the worker 
student collective of Siderno and 
then with the Azione Rivoluzionaria 
(Revolutionary Action)group.

8 IH .nui .

corruption. If this is so then the 
critics of Anarcho-syndicalism are 
not in an envious position. The iron 
law of oligarchy applies to all 
organisation not to Anarcho-syndic
alism alone. No organisation is a 
sanctuary and no person is beyond 

rruption. The terror of the un- 
corruptibles was more corrupted 
and authoritarian than of the 
corruptible ones. The Anarcho- 
syndicalists are not an exception. 
But they are trying an exceptional 

of comrades like P Flanagan, to I thing in that they try to undermine 
criticise CNT (ignoring many facts all conditions: material, social, 
not suitable to him) as suffering political and personal which make 
from social-democratic conformism of the corruption a virtue, a luc- 
and then keep aloof from any liber- rative vice, hierarchical blessing and 
tarian praxis. No wonder then that | power paradise.
Anarcho-syndicalists are conform
ists because those who are non-

conformists do not act. What a 
pleasant trip in the realm of anar
chist theory.

Surely the Anarcho-syndicalists 
have made many mistakes and they 
welcome constructive criticism to 
prevent them from making similar 
errors, but to jump to sweeping 
condemnations and generalisations 
that Anarcho-syndicalism is prone 
to bureaucratization and corruption, 
as if other groups and organisation 
are not, is an easy way out of the

or, in Bolshevik sense, in from of 
Commissars and apparatchiks. To 
prove the validity of his statement 
that the workers left to fhemselves 
lack revolutionary consciousness, 
Lenin and Trotsky attacked the 
workers with guns and brought 
them to complete submission by 
force. And now the revolutionary 
consciousness reign unperturbed in 
forms of generals and military
industrial complexes.

For the revolutionary conscious
ness to have an existential impact, 
solidarity ought to become an oper
ative force. To do that. Anarcho- 
syndicalists have fought for equal 
wages as a means to pull down wage
barriers which divide the workers 
into qualified and unqualified, 
intelligent and stupid, black and 
white, men and women etc. Also, 
in the frame of capitalist society, 
they try to practice mutual aid, not 
charity, as prerequisite for solid
arity.

The worker student collectives, 
an organization operating over a 
wide area of Calabria at the begin
ning of the 70s, were an expression 
of social struggle based on the 
immediate needs of people and 
against the power of the mafiosi. 
Their struggles were repressed, and 
they dissolved. Only a contorted 
imagination could believe that an 
inexistent collective could now 
form a 'real subversive association 

On Friday, 6 May, in the middle : with the aim of supporting subver- 
of the night, the carabinieri of ’ sive groups and existent terrorists'. 

The same applies to Azione 
Rivoluzionaria which was dissolved 
by its members after they had been 
imprisoned. (AR was an anarchist 
guerrilla group which carried out 
several armed actions in Italy in the 
70s, a long article by them appear
ing in FREEDOM'S Review at that 
time: Eds.)

Over recent years repression has 
been growing, criminalising a large 
part of the militant movement and 
closing those spaces which it had 
been opening up for itself (social 
centres, free radios, magazines, anti- 
institutional actions, etc). Faced 
with such repression anarchists in 
Calabria have been trying to take 
the initiative again, starting a new 
newspaper called a terra nostra 
setting up collectives and a com
mittee of libertarians against repres
sion. The most recent actions have 
been antimilitarist activities against 
the installation of missile bases at 
Comiso and against all forms of 
militarism.

In the spring of 1982, during the 
anarchist campaign to free from 
prison an alleged member of an 
armed group, Monica Giorgi, and 
other comrades arrested at that 
time, a manifesto containing some 
poetry appeared on the walls of 
Siderno in the region of Calabria in 
southern Italy. Monica was later 
acquitted of a charge of kidnapping 
and released on grounds of lack of 
evidence. However, on the eve of 
the national elections in Italy, and 
concerned by the growing resistance 
movement to the anti-missile base 
at Comiso, the authorities have 
launched a new wave of repression 
against the anarchist movement in 
that area, using the poetry as-i ri 
excuse. The following report is 
taken from an article by the anar
chist groups of Cosentino which 
appeared in the June/July issue of 
the antimilitarist and antiauthorit
arian magazine Senzapatria. The j 
verses, quoted below in the original 
Italian, are called 'Out on the 
Streets!' They urge anarchists to 
take a more active role in freeing 
their comrades from prison and 
end: 'Get out on the street/bring 
your enthusiasm/help your emanci- 

mortem explanations are easy and a pation/Take up the guns and tear 
dead body does not kick. And yet, j down the gates/let us restore the/ 
the struggle Anarcho-syndicalists | comrades to life/ San Vittore will 
have engaged in was very uneven.
They were faced with fellow 
workers, who, instead of fighting
their own battles, were fighting
political battles. They fought the
Comintern's agent - the Commun
ist Party, which aimed at breaking 
the CNT revolutionary ethos and re
establishing the old bourgeois order.
Then they had to fight the fascist
bourgeois society and its lumpen 
supporters among the workers.
Finally they have to cope with 
leftist intelligentsia for whom the
masses are material while the
revolutionary debacle the way to
a technocratic-bureaucratic govern
ment. Finally they had to face
some anarchist comrades who mis
took their personal craving as
revolutionary standard. As 'Com
rades it is necessary to undertake 
a rigorous examination of alter
native (to anarcho-syndicalism)
traditions of libertarian class struggle
— the tradition of the advocate of 
workers' councils', etc (letter to
FREEDOM 21/3) to learn how they
perished in the struggle against
their left-wing brothers — the
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'Stop the City' doomed to flop

B Nuclear disarmament — Authors' re-reply
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AU signed articles reflect 
the opinion of the authors, 

not necessarily those of 
the editorial collective.

about anarchists must be true - 
we are irresponsible and impractical.
Pat Isiorho

We reserve the right to cut 
letters unless otherwise 

specified by the author.

If the protest is to go ahead 
(personally I would prefer to see 
it called off in favour of a less 
ambitious project), it is the level 
of organisation that will largely 
determine its effectiveness. This 
includes intelligence gathering, eg, it 
will be necessary to know how 
many police to expect and where 
they will be, where the arrested will 
be taken and what charges are likely 
etc the list is endless, but without

tarian methods employed. After 
being repeatedly dragged around 
and dropped in the mud at what 
was only a very token blockade, we 
do feel that something much more 
serious is necessary if the move
ment is to move anywhere. There 
has been enough symbolic action, 
in which thousands of people have 
now got to know each other and 
themselves, and it is time for some 
real direct action.

Perhaps the Greenham Common

FREEDOM
Editorial Collective

84b Whitechapel High St 
London E1

I have to point out a mistake in 
your front-page article 'Vote for 
Fear' (4 June), when you say 
that the whole House of Commons 
cheered Foot on his Falklands 
attitude. Well, you have fallen foul

However, now that Thatcher has 
such a huge majority, there is one 
issue that is sure to come up, and 
that is capital punishment. Thatcher 
is fanatically in favour of the return

Apart from the few sentences 
near the end of the review there 
appears to be an absence of anar
chist analysis. If anarchism states 
its claims to truth as a model of 
how society should, could and can 
be run for the benefit of the 
majority of its members as the 
natural result of these so called 
primitive and isolated communities 
then two questions follow central 
to the credibility of the whole 
anarchist debate. Is the society 
described in the book the way it is 
because the members have organ
ised it so or is it the inevitable 
result of the fact that they are a 
primitive people and have an 
inability to organise themselves and 
their society. If the first is the 
case — where is the evidence to 
support it and have the people 
maximised the range of choices. Is 
all progress to be considered negative 
— is even the wheel un-anarchic 
and statist? If the latter option is 
the c se, then what the state says

bias of the 'national' media. From 
the outset Plaid Cymru (I'm not a 
member) was totally opposed to 
the task force and the war. Although 
they have only two Members of 
Parliament - both re-elected with 
increased majorities — they put up 
a constant struggle to have the 
whole thing debated in a rational 
light. I don't know if the Scottish 
National Party members did the 
same.

Although you probably have 
little truck with 'Nationalist' MPs, 
you should be more accurate, as 
their reason for opposition to the 
task force was internationalist, and 
you are perpetuating the censorship 
of the media on dissident voices.

Donald Rooum writes:
Gratified to know someone actually 
read my review, and I hope Pat 
Isiorho will go on to read the book 
itself before making a final judge
ment. The reason I reviewed the 
book is that I think it is a good 
book of interest to FREEDOM 
readers. Reviewing a book for the 
purpose of making a point about 
something else is a didactic device 
I have never heard of until now. I 
must remember it.

The pictures were drawn by me 
(see first paragraph of my review) 
and of course I deny the charge of 
racial stereotyping. The illustrations 
follow the text of the book in taking 
the mike out of anthropologists, 
missionaries, bureaucrats, villagers, 
travellers, and everybody else the 
anthropologist encountered.

With regard to the plan to 'Stop | success 
the City' 29 Sept as a protest against
war, I would like to pose a few 
questions and express my reser
vations.

Although it is great to see liber
tarians taking the initiative for
once, does it have to be so dramatic 
and ambitious? Bearing in mind 
that the police have months to pre
pare, even with the most excellent 
organisation and large numbers of 
participants, I can see little hope of

I find no fundamental difference 
between the major political parties. 
They aye all part of the capitalist 
system and part of the parliamentary 
mixing machine. Even on specific 
issues the Labour Party, by its 
reformist nature, is incapable of

■ Racist illustration — Donald replies
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keeping its rather extravagent pol
icies. It can only go as far and as 
fast as the electors, the City of 
London and the trade union 'barons’ 
will let it. This does not yet extend 
to nuclear disarmament, and cer
tainly not to war itself; nor to the 
Common Market or even to un
employment.

Some 'left-wing' Labour Party 
members have talked about 'taking 
to the streets’ and 'riots’, and even 
of revolution. This is wild talk by 
politicians who will goad other

Like most of your readers, I did not 
vote in the General Election; indeed, 
I have only voted twice in my life 
— in 1945 and in 1974. I make no 
apologies for my non-action, even 
though I am not an anarchist.

people into action and then stand 
aside with hands unstained.

There is a need for extra-parlia
mentary activity and grass-roots 
community action, as long as it is 
non-violent and meaningful. The 
people can manage quite well 
without the politicians.

decent answers the action is doomed 
to flop.

Of course good organisation is 
necessary even for much smaller 
projects and we shouldn't let it put 
us off taking action, but I say again 
— does it have to be so dramatic? 
Who are we trying to impress? I 
would prefer to be part of a small, 
well planned, relevant action that 
has a good chance of success, than 
be part of a grand anarchist fuck- 
up that lands me in a cell and all

Having read the review by Donald 
Rooum 'Notes from a mud hut' I 
must protest about the racist illus
trations it contains. I have never 
been a lover of anthropology, it is 
value loaded and far from objective 
yet it is presented as an exact science. 
Anthropology I feel is necessary for 
white society especially societies 
with a colonial past. It is open to 
much misuse and many racist 
ideologies have relied on it for 
some kind of respectability.

The illustrations in the review 
only reinforce the widely held 
beliefs that all non whites live in 
mud huts and run around half 
naked. Not many readers associate 
the illustrations solely with the text 
to which they refer when viewing 
a stereotype. It serves merely as a 
reinforcer of an already perceived 
attribute. If the reviewer wanted to 
have a sly dig at the ecologists why 
did he not choose another book for 
review for there are better ways of 
achieving this aim than to highligh’

blockade will reveal more of what 
we should and shouldn't be doing, 
and perhaps the summer lull can be 
used for some proper planning of 
the next stage. Whatever happens, 
we hope that FREEDOM will 
continue to publish coverage which 
at the same time reports what is 
going on and comments on what is 
good and bad about it.
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I was disappointed to read the 
report on the anti-porn demo in 
your June 4 issue. It appears that, 
since this march started from 121 
@ centre, that at least some anar
chists either supported or partici- 

of propaganda and the English | pated in this action. However, I 
find it rather contradictory for 
anarchists to participate in such an 
authoritarian enterprise. Mutilating 
Playboy and harassing porn dealers 
seems to be a clear interference 
with free speech and expression, 
and should be opposed and con
demned by anarchists.

This infatuation with censor
ship has also shown up in the US 
and Canadian anarchist press, espec
ially in Open Road. Many anarchists 
seem to be reluctant to criticize the 
anti-porn movement, probably be
cause they fear being accused of 
sexism. But it is important for anar
chists of all shades to stand up for 
principle and reject the censors 
despite the risks. After all, anarchists 
are usually not afraid to take un
popular or controversial positions, 
are we? Joe Peacott

for nothing. When we take on the 
might of the State, let it be on our 
'home grounds' — exploit their 
weaknesses, use surprise, irration
ality etc.

I don't want to put the dampers 
on this project, but nor do I wish to 
see hundreds of anarchists behind 
bars. How about using the planning 
meetings for the 'Stop the City' 
protest for discussing alternative 
actions?
Kasha Checkmate

of hangirrg, and is almost certain 
to get the support of the new young 
Tories, and it may well get through 
this time. This bestial, medieval, 
barbarism will have the support 
of a large section of the 'people' 
(sicl), and I believe we should take 
steps now to prepare a campaign 
against this measure. We need a 
steady stream of education, agit
ation and propaganda to forestall 
this vile measure.

as well as take part in its current 
activities. But we are also concern
ed that such discussion and activity 
should always be critical, and should 
always emphasise the libertarian 
perspective on events and develop
ments.

At the present stage, we can 
only say that we were disappointed 
by our most recent experience at 
the Upper Heyford blockade, des
pite the large number of anarchists 
present and the high level of liber-

an isolated community that is 
hardly representative of the racial 
group in which it is located. A 
fourth world model would have 
been more appropriate most of 
these desperately poor and white 
inhabitants of Britain live a primitive 
life style from necessity not choice.

A great number of stereotypes 
ncerning non whites arise from 

anthropology. Surprisingly most 
appeared conveniently during the 
time of colonial control. They have 
become so ingrained into our think
ing that they are unconsciously 
perpetuated. Even the enlightened 
who have attempted to erradicate 
their own racism find such illus
trations have a reinforcing effect. 
The Cuban revolution is but an 
example of this kind of reinforce
ment. It has been termed a Carnival 
revolution by the communist party 
and by some of the bourgeoisie 
press. How many of us have caught 
ourselves using this expression full 
of racial imagery.

Something went wrong with the 
end of our letter (18 June) about 
coverage of the nuclear disarmament 
movement in FREEDOM, between 
being written and printed, so we 
are writing again to clarify what we 
have been try ing to do.

We are convinced that the radical 
wing of the nuclear disarmament 
movement is one of the main liber
tarian forces in British politics 
today, as it was 20-25 years ago. We 
have therefore tried to write about
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be our Bastille.'
On Friday, 6 May, in the middle

E

The Anarcho-syndicalism, with 
the defeat of the CNT, has failed. 
Let us drink a toast to it! Post-

A MA M

To revolutionise the struggle. 
Anarcho-syndicalists try to bring 
out the various forms of exploit
ation in full relief; to overcome 
barriers and prejudices which divide 
workers from workers; to argue the 
emancipation of the workers as an 
act of the workers themselves, rather 
than, an act of parties and Leaders 
manipulations to reveal all social 
and power deceptions, opening the 
road to personal and class aware
ness which eventually will lead to 
the formation of workers revolu
tionary consciousness. Conscious
ness of which Marxist-Leninists 
have always talked of but refuse to 
acknowledge unless it comes from 
the outside, from the bourgeoisie, 
in form of Leaders, avant-guards 
and social-democratic intellectuals

The case of Anarcho-Syndicalism 
lies in the hands of its judges who, 
like any other judges, barely 
understand it in historical, theor
etical and practical terms. The 
interchangeability of Anarcho-syn
dicalism does not imply revolution 
or any form of anarchist organis
ation. It is merely a workers' organ
isation through which the workers 
try to recuperate their judicial and 
economic losses and to materialise 
their demands which very rarely 
are revolutionary in outlook. Thus 
syndicalism provides no ample 
scope for a revolutionary struggle 
while the case of anarcho-syndical
ism is quite a different matter.

Anarcho-syndicalism, implants 
itself in the day to day struggle but 
tries to transcend it by incorporating 
within it a more general struggle — 
human emancipation where the 
workers are going to play an impor
tant role. What differentiates Anar
cho-syndicalism from all other forms 
of syndicalism is that the workers 
are not fighting to establish an 
alternative government but rather 
to get rid of all forms of govern
ments and revert the decision 
making process to where it belongs 
- the society. Anarcho-syndicalism 
is the organisation where the 
workers learn to practice solidarity 
and to use direct action to achieve 
their final aim: the emancipation of 
the working class and by extension, 
of society.

Direct Action needs not be 
understood as a form of confront- 
atio but as a tool of industrial and 
social actions which preclude avant- 
guardism and statism and which 
implies awareness of the oppressive 
socio-political-economical relation
ships. Then and only then direct 
action can claim to be a revolution
ary weapon in the struggle for a 
new society: the classless, libertarian 
and egalitarian society.

It is rather ominous that various 
anarchist writers are confining 
Anarcho-syndicalism to the factory 
floor and thus, willy-nilly, are 
echoing the Leninist view, putting 
all forms of syndicalism under the 
same denominator that syndicalism 
has a subordinate historical role. In 
this frame of reference, Anarcho- 
syndicalism is an abberation,danger
ous to the flow of the Bolshevik 
as well as the bourgeois oppression.

1 L

Spezzano Sila and Locri burst into 
the bar of Casole Bruzio, which is 
run by anarchists. One of the com
rades, Giovanni Ceravo/a, was arrest
ed. The place was searched, without 
a warrant, and various material 
(posters, some copies of newspapers 
and even tax returns) were confis
cated.

At the same time the 'forces of 
law and order' went to the house 
of Marisa Amendolia, another com
rade from Siderno who has been 
living and working in the province 
of Cosenza for years. Here too 
they searched for and confiscated 
material.

These two comrades were arrest
ed and a similar operation in Siderno 
resulted in another four arrests, 
those of: Sergio Lupis, Luigi Diano 
Vincenzo Leraci and Michele Fed- 
ele. They were all charged with 
'instigation to carry out an armed 
insurrection against the powers of 
the state' and with 'subversive 
association'. The charges are based

• Z 9Z

and therefore, necessary to be 
suppressed. Hence the necessity to 
emasculate its social significance, to 
ignore or minimize its historical, 
role, to pervert its ideological 
tent and to condemn outright its 
praxis. It is not incidental that the 
first aim of Stalin and his dupes was 
to destroy the CNT conventions, 
aside factory, there are, district 
delegates. This fact has important 
theoretical and practical implic
ations. Thus, society is not separ
ated from the factory. The factory 
is within and not without society. 
Class, in this case, is not a particular 
but a general term. It refers to 
whole society as being a class 
society. Formulating or re-formulat
ing classes may help theoretical 
clarity but does not alter the fact 
that we live in a class ridden society: 
a society of rich and poor, exploiters 
and exploited, governors and gov
erned, those who give the orders 
and those who obey orders of those 
who work and those who rip off 
the benefits; or to use the classical 
anarchist definition we are divided 
into two classes: the oppressors and 
the oppressed. Therefore, any strug
gle for a free and just society implies 
a class struggle. If Anarcho-syndical
ists give pre-eminence to the factory 
floor, it is because there the contra
dictions are more glaring. Nonethe
less, revolution cannot be but an 
all embracing phenomenon. This 
may be an objectionably simplistic 
view but, nevertheless, contains not 
one but a few grains of truth.
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communists, or the right-wing social
democrats; or to be reduced to a 
rubber stamp legitimizing the soviet 
model of exploitation; to learn how 
the Anarcho-syndicalists and Anar- 
cho-communes were wiped off the 
map by the advocate of Sovietism:
Lenin and Trotsky, and by Stalin's 
cohort, such as Lister during the
Spanish Revolution; to learn that
all these revolutionary practices 
were interwoven with the Anarcho-
syndicalist theory and not separated
from it. . . As, comrades, we need I argument. Unless one is an indiv- 
a rigorous examination to realize idualist and refuses to take part in 
that compartmentalized anarchism | organised activity, one is prone to 
is not a study proposition but a
method to divide, rule and manipul
ate — a bourgeois abberation; to 
realise that anarchists fail to prac
tice, here and now solidarity, that is, 
they fail to put an alternative 
proposition to capitalist-hierarchies I 
society; that they are atomized, 
self-righteous individuals — a con
temporary bourgeois disease, which 
prevents them from creating liber
tarian organization; a blatant indict
ment of anarchist failure. It is easy

a manifesto, containing the 
poetry (quoted above) which ap
peared on the walls of Siderno 
between February and March 1982. 
From this the zealous procurator 
of Locri has concocted 'crimes of 
illegal carrying of arms, damage to 
public property, attack against 
persons exercising penitentiary func
tions' from which is derived the 
charge of 'association with the aim 
of committing acts of violence for 
the purpose of subversion of the 
democratic order'. The same deduc
tions have been made with regard 
to the collective Niente piu sbarre 
(No more frontiers), whose name 
appeared at the bottom of the 
manifesto and whom the authorities 
have linked first with the worker 
student collective of Siderno and 
then with the Azione Rivoluzionaria 
(Revolutionary Action)group.

8 IH .nui .

corruption. If this is so then the 
critics of Anarcho-syndicalism are 
not in an envious position. The iron 
law of oligarchy applies to all 
organisation not to Anarcho-syndic
alism alone. No organisation is a 
sanctuary and no person is beyond 

rruption. The terror of the un- 
corruptibles was more corrupted 
and authoritarian than of the 
corruptible ones. The Anarcho- 
syndicalists are not an exception. 
But they are trying an exceptional 

of comrades like P Flanagan, to I thing in that they try to undermine 
criticise CNT (ignoring many facts all conditions: material, social, 
not suitable to him) as suffering political and personal which make 
from social-democratic conformism of the corruption a virtue, a luc- 
and then keep aloof from any liber- rative vice, hierarchical blessing and 
tarian praxis. No wonder then that | power paradise.
Anarcho-syndicalists are conform
ists because those who are non-

conformists do not act. What a 
pleasant trip in the realm of anar
chist theory.

Surely the Anarcho-syndicalists 
have made many mistakes and they 
welcome constructive criticism to 
prevent them from making similar 
errors, but to jump to sweeping 
condemnations and generalisations 
that Anarcho-syndicalism is prone 
to bureaucratization and corruption, 
as if other groups and organisation 
are not, is an easy way out of the

or, in Bolshevik sense, in from of 
Commissars and apparatchiks. To 
prove the validity of his statement 
that the workers left to fhemselves 
lack revolutionary consciousness, 
Lenin and Trotsky attacked the 
workers with guns and brought 
them to complete submission by 
force. And now the revolutionary 
consciousness reign unperturbed in 
forms of generals and military
industrial complexes.

For the revolutionary conscious
ness to have an existential impact, 
solidarity ought to become an oper
ative force. To do that. Anarcho- 
syndicalists have fought for equal 
wages as a means to pull down wage
barriers which divide the workers 
into qualified and unqualified, 
intelligent and stupid, black and 
white, men and women etc. Also, 
in the frame of capitalist society, 
they try to practice mutual aid, not 
charity, as prerequisite for solid
arity.

The worker student collectives, 
an organization operating over a 
wide area of Calabria at the begin
ning of the 70s, were an expression 
of social struggle based on the 
immediate needs of people and 
against the power of the mafiosi. 
Their struggles were repressed, and 
they dissolved. Only a contorted 
imagination could believe that an 
inexistent collective could now 
form a 'real subversive association 

On Friday, 6 May, in the middle : with the aim of supporting subver- 
of the night, the carabinieri of ’ sive groups and existent terrorists'. 

The same applies to Azione 
Rivoluzionaria which was dissolved 
by its members after they had been 
imprisoned. (AR was an anarchist 
guerrilla group which carried out 
several armed actions in Italy in the 
70s, a long article by them appear
ing in FREEDOM'S Review at that 
time: Eds.)

Over recent years repression has 
been growing, criminalising a large 
part of the militant movement and 
closing those spaces which it had 
been opening up for itself (social 
centres, free radios, magazines, anti- 
institutional actions, etc). Faced 
with such repression anarchists in 
Calabria have been trying to take 
the initiative again, starting a new 
newspaper called a terra nostra 
setting up collectives and a com
mittee of libertarians against repres
sion. The most recent actions have 
been antimilitarist activities against 
the installation of missile bases at 
Comiso and against all forms of 
militarism.

In the spring of 1982, during the 
anarchist campaign to free from 
prison an alleged member of an 
armed group, Monica Giorgi, and 
other comrades arrested at that 
time, a manifesto containing some 
poetry appeared on the walls of 
Siderno in the region of Calabria in 
southern Italy. Monica was later 
acquitted of a charge of kidnapping 
and released on grounds of lack of 
evidence. However, on the eve of 
the national elections in Italy, and 
concerned by the growing resistance 
movement to the anti-missile base 
at Comiso, the authorities have 
launched a new wave of repression 
against the anarchist movement in 
that area, using the poetry as-i ri 
excuse. The following report is 
taken from an article by the anar
chist groups of Cosentino which 
appeared in the June/July issue of 
the antimilitarist and antiauthorit
arian magazine Senzapatria. The j 
verses, quoted below in the original 
Italian, are called 'Out on the 
Streets!' They urge anarchists to 
take a more active role in freeing 
their comrades from prison and 
end: 'Get out on the street/bring 
your enthusiasm/help your emanci- 

mortem explanations are easy and a pation/Take up the guns and tear 
dead body does not kick. And yet, j down the gates/let us restore the/ 
the struggle Anarcho-syndicalists | comrades to life/ San Vittore will 
have engaged in was very uneven.
They were faced with fellow 
workers, who, instead of fighting
their own battles, were fighting
political battles. They fought the
Comintern's agent - the Commun
ist Party, which aimed at breaking 
the CNT revolutionary ethos and re
establishing the old bourgeois order.
Then they had to fight the fascist
bourgeois society and its lumpen 
supporters among the workers.
Finally they have to cope with 
leftist intelligentsia for whom the
masses are material while the
revolutionary debacle the way to
a technocratic-bureaucratic govern
ment. Finally they had to face
some anarchist comrades who mis
took their personal craving as
revolutionary standard. As 'Com
rades it is necessary to undertake 
a rigorous examination of alter
native (to anarcho-syndicalism)
traditions of libertarian class struggle
— the tradition of the advocate of 
workers' councils', etc (letter to
FREEDOM 21/3) to learn how they
perished in the struggle against
their left-wing brothers — the
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November 1979, and it consists of 
a score of articles on various cases 
or aspects of political violence or 
terror used by minority groups

The Commonweal Number 
Summer 1983 (Box Terrier) £1.20 
(plus 27p) from Freedom Bookshop

I
I

Social Protest, Violence and Terror in Nineteenth and Twentieth Century 
Europe, edited by Wolfgang J Mommsen and Gerhard Hirschfeld,
Macmillan and Berg, £20.

IN NINETEENTH-&TWENTIETH- 
—CENTURY EUROPE—

I I

This cumbrous and curious book is 
a symposium derived from a con
ference held by the German Histor
ical Institute at Bad Homburg in

*

4

hysterical article on recent develop
ments and future plans in the 
police, especially in London, ending 
with a good short analysis of the 
Police Bill which was withdrawn at 
the time of the General Election 
but which will probably reappear 
in some form. There is a rather 
silly article on 'The Peace (Non) 
Movement' which was written be
fore Easter and which therefore 
takes no account of the significant 
developments in non-violent direct 
action during the past three months. 
There is a very bad poem. There is 
an ambitious article, 'Towards a 
Free Society', on the present situa
tion and the anarchist response 
which ends by saying veiy little. 
There is a brief attack on the trade 
unions. There is a documented 
attack on Trotsky's view of wu kers 
in Bolshevik Russia. There is a 
reprint of a good leaflet produced 
by the London Workers Group on 
the Social Security system. There is 
a reprint of Joseph Lane's 1887 
pamphlet, An Anti-Statist, Com
munist Manifesto, taken from the 
Cienfuegos Press edition of 1979 
with the misprints and without any 
introduction. There is a long article 
about the most recent issue of 
Anarchy, strongly criticising its un
critical approval of armed struggle. 
And there is a detailed bibliography 
of publications on libertarian sub
jects, with useful though unreliable 
comments (Albert Meltzer is not 
an uncritical syndicalist,for example, 
and Nicolas Walter is not a pacifist).

Altogether the first issue of the 
new Commonweal is rather a mess, 
but it certainly contains plenty of 
material at a low price and it 
occasionally comes to real life. 
Anyway it is always good to see a 
new anarchist paper, and we hope 
to see more of this one. According 
to the introduction, two or three 
issues a year are planned, depending 
on the response to the first one, so 
its future is up to its readers.

first the Marxists and other parlia- 
mentarists and then the non
anarchist anti-parliamentarists 
(including Morris and Lane). In 
1890 Morris was replaced as editor 
of the Commonweal by Frank Kitz 
and David Nicoll, and soon after
wards he led the Hammersmith 
Socialist Society out of the League. 
Kitz and Nicoll were enthusiastic 
agitators but incompetent editors, 
both more than a little crazy, as the 
Socialist League disintegrated and 
the Commonweal rapidly deterior
ated. In 1890 it became a monthly 
again, in 1891 Kitz left under a 
cloud, and in 1892 Nicoll was 
imprisoned for his brave defence of 
the Walsall anarchists. The Common
weal fell into the hands of people 
like H B Samuels and Dr Fauset 
Macdonald, who were so immod
erate that they were suspected of 
being agents provocateurs, and it 
came to a merciful end in 1894. 
Nicoll, who had been excluded after 
his release from prison, had begun a 
paper called the Anarchist, and 
changed its name to the Common
weal in 1896, producing occasional 
increasingly pathetic issues until 
1907.

The name of the Commonweal 
has often been used since then, most 
recently by the anti-war socialist 
party which was formed during the 
Second World War and which 
confusingly calls its paper the Liber
tarian. Now there is a new Common
weal ,wh\ch is uncomfortably similar 
to the original one in some of its 
more unfortunate aspects. It is not 
so much a magazine as a 96-page 
booklet. The original material which 
takes about two-thirds of the first 
issue is badly written and badly 
produced. Almost all of it is anon
ymous, much of it is attributed to 
the Bermondsey. Anarchist News 
Group, and most of it seems to 
have been written by the same 
person.

There is a short introduction 
giving an inaccurate account of the 
first Commonweal. There is a rather

£

The original Commonweal, nearly a 
century ago, was the organ of the 
Socialist League for ten years, and 
for the first half of that period was 
one of the best socialist papers ever 
produced in this country. Its main 
editor and publisher (and financial 
supporter) was William Morris, the 
great writer and artist who joined 
the socialist movement in his 
forties and who represented the 
best tradition of non-anarchist
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libertarian socialism. Under him it 
was a general socialist paper, 
following no narrow line and 
containing articles by leading Marx
ists (including Marx's friend Engels, 
his daughter Eleanor, and her 
companion Aveling), by other state 
socialists (including Bernard Shaw 
and Belfort Bax), by libertarian 
socialists (including Joseph Lane), 
by anarchists (including Frank Kitz 
and David Nicoll), and above all 
by Morris himself (including some 
of his best political prose and verse).

But the Socialist League soon 
split into its component parts, losing
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against established governments. It i book Revolutionary Syndicalism in 
is typical of academic work in say- France (1970), which avoids getting 
ing simultaneously a great deal and bogged down in details and offers 
very little about this important sub- several well-informed and well- 
ject - a great deal in terms of argued ideas on this much-distorted 
quantity, very little in terms of subject. Wilfried Rohrich contri- 
quality. butes an article on Sorel which for

The opening and closing articles once doesn't call him an anarchist 
by Franklin Ford and Wolfgang but which instead calls him a 
Mommsen, which attempt to set 'revolutionary conservative', which 
the scene and sum up the book, isn't much of an improvement, 
are good examples of how to say There are also articles on non
nothing in detail and at length. The anarchist violence or terror in 
20 articles in between are some- Germany in the early nineteenth 
times interesting but more often century, in Russia before the 
irritating, yet a few are worth noting Revolution, in the Basque region of 
because they concern anarchist Spain since the Civil War, in Ireland 
theory and practice. at various times, and in Italy, Austria

Malcolm Thomis, a professor of and Germany between the World 
history at Queensland University, Wars. There is nothing on the most 
Australia, contributes a boring dis- important periods of anarchist 
cussion of the fascinating topic of violence, in France duringthe 1880s 
violent protest in Britain during the and 1890s, or in Spain during the 
first half of the nineteenth century, twentieth century.
Ulrich Linse contributes a derivative The book is expensive and badly 
account of 'Propaganda by Deed' produced, but it is at least long 
and'Direct Action'as'twoconcepts (more than 400 pages), perhaps 
of anarchist violence', ignoring the too long for what it contains. Its 
fact that neither technique is neces- overwhelming defect is the abstract 
sarily violent and concentrating on and ignorant attitudes to political 
how they have been conceived violence shown by nearly all the 
rather than how they have been contributors, which distort and 
used. Walther Bernecker contributes disguise the sensible things they do 
a more useful because more factual say. F^w outsiders seem to under
account of direct action and violence stand that violent methods used by 
in the Spanish anarchist movement, minorities are almost always caused 
though it is spoilt by stopping at by the way previous non-violent 
1900, before both techniques be- methods have been answered by 
came effective. Andrew Carlson violent methods used by the major- 
contributes an account of terrorism ity, that violence against the state 
in the German anarchist movement must be seen in the context of 
during the 1870s and 1880s, based violence by the state. Until this 
on his book Anarchism m Germany: elementary fact is grasped, there is 
The Early Movement (1972), and no chance of serious study of 
just as badly argued and badly violence used by anarchists or by 
wr'tten- nationalists or by other revolution-

By contrast, F F Ridley, a aries of right, left, or centre. Mean
professor of politics at Liverpool while, this book stands as a warning 
University, contributes a discussion | of how not to study it. 
of the revolutionary syndicalist 
movement in France, based on his
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THE THINGS WE GIVE UP IN ORDER TO WORK ARE NEVER RETURNED

say.

Clifford Harper

Illustrations taken from the 'Blacklist'
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Contributions to the Revolutionary 
Struggle: Intended to be Discussed, 
Corrected and Principally Put Into 
Practice Without Delay, by Ratgeb, 
Bratach Dubh Editions, 95p. (Dis
tributed by A Distribution; available 
from Freedom Bookshop, plus 27p 
postage.)

'Haven't you ever felt like giving up 
reading the newspapers and putting 
your foot through the television?'

Anarchism is, when you get down 
to it, only one more ideological 
commodity occupying shelf space 
in the supermarket of politics. All 
the same, it has one or two ingre
dients that, for me, make it espec
ially attractive. These are its convin
cing description of the aims and

DID YOU 
EVER WANT 

TO KILL 
YOUR BOSS?

know that, for all those generations 
who believe that they have viewed, 
admired and enjoyed the work of 
the artist Hogarth, the answer is a 
sad nay; for what they see or have 
seen is inferior rep oductions based 
on magnificent journalistic paintings 
and drawings. And let us have a 
care, for in that near distant future, 
or is it here, Harold Cohen and 

dribbling

All our living is a theatre of illusion; 
only death is real. The passions and 
the great rages, the dedication to 
noble or ignoble causes, the sacri
fices and the historic betrayals, the 
self-sought flames of martyrdom 
earthly honours and dust-gathering 
gelt become as one with gentle love 
for love's sake or hatred to smooth 
an irritation; for all become s 
secondary with the consummation 
and the consumption of the next 
meal, and heals the passions spent 
become as one in the worm infested 
grave. We are the actor and the 
spectator in this theatre of illusion; 
and, come death, the curtain falls 
on our farce.

One sits within a dark room, 
surrounded by fifty or sixty people, 
within the security-obsessed Swiss 
Embassy listening to the silence 
that is broken only by the single
toned, single-keyed voice of Willy 
Rotzler and the click-click-click of 
the slide projector throwing its 
coloured images on to a small 
screen; and, while waiting for light 
to break through and the waiters 
and waitresses to force drinks on 
one, one broods on the trivia of 
'Contemporary Swiss Art/Rational 
and Irrational Trends' followed by 
cocktails, gin, brandy and whisky. 
For Mr. Rotzler is an art historian, 
and it is he who declaims from 
within the faceless silence. All that 
one can say, in their defence, of the 
Dadaists, the Surrealists, the action 
painters, the abstract painters and 
the rest of the bonny battalion is 
that they have and still have a talent 
to amuse, but it was and is small, 
light-weight talent. And their paying 
audience was and is the pseudo
intelligentsia and the cosmopolitan

practice of people in insurrection 
and rebellion, and its coherent 
understanding of how (and why) 
authoritarian society works.

However, one of its weaknesses, 
for me, is the apparent gap between 
what is and what should be. In 
order for humanity to arrive in an 
anarchist future, a massive and total 
transformation of every social 
experience must take place. How 
can this happen? Where can it 
happen? And, most irritating of all 
for someone easily bored like my
self; when will it happen?

Finally I had to face up to the 
fact that it wouldn't be overnight 
(though you never know), and, 
judging by my personal experience 
of the contemporary anarchist

However, Vaneigem/Ratgeo 
doesn't leave it there. It's not simply 
that we're all possessed of desires to 
commit the forbidden. Such an idea 
is hardly worth graffitying on a 
toilet door, let alone a 45-page 
pamphlet. Nor that at some time or 
another many of us concretely act 
out such desires. The current prison 
population testifies to this, if 
testimony be required.

It's more that such wishes and 
desires and acts are in themselves 
evidence of a generalised insurrec
tion within and around us. Further, 
that these acts provide to an extent 
the minimal programme of the 
revolution-theory, practice and goal.

The pamphlet is produced to the 
usual good standards of Bratach 
Dubh Editions — anything from 
this publisher is worth taking a look 
at, by the way — though the cover 
is hardly what I'd call eye-catching. 
(They should get in touch with a 
good anarchist graphic designer.) 
It's moderately priced. It could be a 
little briefer, the language a little 
less theoretical. Written as it is, it's 
unlikely to fall linto the hands of 
the kind of people the author should 
be addressing, but that's a criticism 
of most revolutionary literature, 
isn't it — ever felt like you were 
talking to yourself? All the same, 
it's an excellent read. More impor
tantly, it has something real to say 
about the world we inhabit and 
how it'll change. An exciting contri
bution to a vital discussion, as they
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finger-tapping monkeys whose end 
to infinity is to bash out Hamlet or 
spattering out a rerun of Leonardo 
Da Vinci's 'Last Supper', but 
machines or touchtyping monkeys 
will never, can never produce a

believed that there was a thinking | great and major work of art based 
on and peculiar to the eternal 
agony of men and women seeking 
that knowledge beyond the confines 
of the human mind.

But on lesser levels there is •
much to applaud, and nowhere 
more than the Summer Exhibition 
at the Royal Academy. It is attack
ed by all those who fail to get hung 
and by many of those who do. Like 
all-in wrestling, it arouses violent 
emotions, not only among the part
icipants and the audience, but from 
those who would never fain view it 
yet can explain that the whole 
thing is a con job dreamed up by 
the organisers to rook the mugs. 
They q er probably correct, but I 
don't give a damn, for the Summer 
Exhibition at the Royal Academy 
is, almost without exception, the 
work of men and women who paint 
for the pure pleasure of the act. 
Third-rate, fifth-rate, it is unimpor
tant, for they paint because they 
love to exercise and display their 
srra II and happy talents. There is 
that moment within the wrestling 
arena when the scratchy sound 
system blares out 'The Entry of the 
Gladiators' and the hero and the 
villain climb into the ring, two falls, 
two submissions or a knock-out and 
I get that same feeling of excitement 
when entering the Royal Academy 
for their Summer Exhibition.

\

drawings, but maybe the machine
and I failed to communicate. A 
month or so ago, within the Tate
Gallery, it was Jean Tinguely the
Swiss sculptor - and blame me not 
if the birth-place of cuckoo clocks.
The Sound of Music and clinical 
cleanliness steps once more back 
into the act - and he demonstrated
his meta-matics machine that with a
built-in chance element produced I Tinguely's dribbling machines 
coloured scrawls. Children and | might one day challenge those 
adults played with Tinguely's ma
chine and took away their coloured 
scrawlings signed by Tinguely, the 
maintenance man. The wit and the
bizarre humour of his mechanical
jokes gave pleasure, for no one

technological myth of the Thinking 
Machine. No mechanic crawling 
under an ancient broken-down 
lorry, no youth working an amuse
ment arcade space machine, no one 
who has had to pry into the innards 
of a mobile radar-set in a rain-sodden 
Dutch field at four in the morning 
with a field-phone clattering out 
why?-why?-why? can ever believe 
that any idiot machine could, can 
or ever will think; but for the Town- 
and his blue printing Frau the 
answer is enshrined within the Tate 
Gallery and Harold Cohen's com
puter drawing machines. The fifty- 
five-year-old English painter made 
his reputation as an Abstract 
Expressionist, but on visiting Amer
ica he changed his style by reducing 
the painted area within his canvases 
to bare essentials, and now he has 
become the impresario of the 
Thinking Machine as Creative Artist. 
Within the Tate exhibition there 
are four computer-driven drawing 
machines, programmed to make 
original drawings, and a large paint
ing based on these-, the words are 
of the press hand-out, and the 
emphasis is mine. What I see is a 
small computer-operated machine 
receiving instructions from a main 
computer, which chooses how to 
drive the two motors which control 
the movements of the-pen across the 
paper; and four machines churn out 
twelve 'unique' drawings every hour, 
which are then on sale to the Town 
and his head-nodding frau. Yet 
what I of my innocence believe I 
see is not a thinking machine creat
ing unique works of art but a 
haphazard scribble produced by 
letting the tip of a large felt-tip 
pen vibrate across a sheet of paper. 
Should one so wish it, then the artist 
would hand-colour various areas 
within the random, as they appear 
to me, scrawling. I would hold 
that, if one fixed a large felt-tip 
pen on any large sheet of paper

outer space or God, but on the I lying on a flat surface and then 
bones of the martyred sainted fixed the pen to any ancient 
Margaret Thatcher they believe in vibrating machine, one might/could 
the late Arthur Koestler’s Ghost In produce an inspired pastiche of one 
the Machine and the 20th century I of the Harold Cohen computer

daughter?' 'Well, yesterday I stole a 
bottle of booze from the super
market . ..' 'Is that all?' 'No, father, 
the day before I thought about 
beating up the foreman at work.' 
From the blackness that lies beyond 
the wire mesh comes not the expec
ted admonition to utter the requisite 
number of Hail Marys plus an 
instruction to report immediately 
to your local nick for a free NHS 
lobotomy, but a rather more 
unexpected response:

Ah, I see. But have you ever 
felt the urge to burn some distri
bution factory fie supermarket, 
giant store or warehouse) to the 
ground? Haven't you ever had 
the disagreeable sensation that, 
aside from a few odd moments, 
you do not really belong to 
yourself and are becoming alien
ated from your real self?
A Situationist has occupied the 

confessional. Vaneigem, or Ratgeb, 
or whatever he wants to call himself 
these days, has fisted some of those 
desires we might have nagging away 
at our unconscious and answered 
them with all the responses a 
healthy ego could provide. 'You 
wanna go out and steal?' — 'Good, 
go ahead.' 'You'd like to beat up 
your boss?' — 'Sure, why not?' 
'You think sensually about stran
gers?' - 'Great, what you gonna do 
about it?': and so on and so forth. 
Of course, the author puts it a 

peculiar | little more theoretically than that 
(you know what these Situationists 
are like, all long words and impenet
rable, interminable sentences — 
though I must say that this pamph
let does use a more down-to-earth 
language than I've come to expect 
from a writer of that particular 
persuasion, maybe the credit for 
this lies with the pamphlet's trans-

and whisper,'Forgive me father, for I lator), but anyway that's more or 
I have sinned.' 'What is your sin, less the drift of it.

WELL, WfE M? 
THE ON LT ONE

• I
I

and sophisticated wealthy middle
classes, barren of any ideology and 
debarred by reason of birth and 
bank balance from carrying the 
banner in this week's great cause; a 
and they pay to be amused. We are 
metropolitan man, and as such we 
are prostitutes living off the reluc
tant labour of the field worker; for 
we produce not one ear of corn or 
one potato of our daily meal, so 
that within our claustrophobic 
apologetic society we demand to be 
amused and for a price we will be 
Amused, from 'dirty' postcards to 
the Falkland's war. But for the 
artist he/she is no more than a 
luxurious parasitical growth flow
ering within any decaying society, 
and as such owes no obligation to 
anyone but his or her self; and 
fortunate are those rare few who 
are hired to illustrate any great his
torical lurch of the human race, be 
it the Penny Black stamp or Picas
so's 'Guernica'. My honest thanks 
to the Swiss Cultural Attaqhe, Mrs. 
B. Junod and that fine art gallery 
Gimpel Fils, who worked so closely 
to bring these Swiss artists to our 
attention; but for me they are no 
more than the bright and pretty 
minutiae of history.

And yet the Town and his yodel
ling Frau know in their hearts that 
I am wrong and that the medium is 
the message, for like most non- 
manual working middle-class intel
ligentsia they may not believe in 
grass-tall fairies, creatures from

FrttWOUP WITHOUTMOHtr 
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mind within Tinguely's machines; 
but I find Harold Cohen's computer 
'unique' art-producing machine too 
solemn and portentous in relation 
to its wandering scribblings, so 
Raphael, rest easy lad, the machine 
is not - repeat not - taking over.

We live in a world within which 
with so many things we are divorced 
from brute reality where the very 
food we daily eat is advertised to 
taste of 'the real' and our culture 
our information and our politics 
are relayed to us via the machine. 
In that transition all flaws, errors 
and doubts are removed and we 
are offered, for a price, a living 
world devoid of constipation, diarr
hoea, and moral a nd aesthetic 
doubts. We may not believe, but 
we assume and accept. The British 
Museum are exhibiting the set of 
William Hogarth prints 'Industry 
and Idleness’, and in all these years 
of our foolishness we believed that 
we were viewing the works of 
Hogarth when what we are viewing 
is the work of the engraver based 
on the paintings and the drawings 
of the artist Hogarth. One is fortun
ate if one is able to view the fluid 
lines of Hogarth's monochrome 
paintings and his free-hand drawings 
for the series and accept them as 
the work of an artist, while dismis
sing the engravings with their 
sharply outlined figures and the 
inevitable cross-hatch Ings, and to

movement, nor would it be as a 
result of our efforts. Although such 
musings can result in a state of 
mind best described by the phrase 
'dead end', ultimately such problems 
don't really matter. Life goes on.

The author of Contributions to 
the Revolutionary Struggle has no 
such difficulties. He succeeds, very 
convincingly, in locating the answers 
to those questions — how, where, 
and when? — precisely in everyday 
life. Those last two words should 
provide a clue to the particular 
perspective of this pamphlet and its 
author, who though writing under 
the pseudonym 'Ratgeb', is in fact 
none other than Raoul Vaneigem, 
previously known for his Revolution 
of Everyday Life (soon to be re
published by Rebel Press). In earlier 
works, Vaneigem and his fellow 
Situationists produced a thorough 
and convincing analysis of the real 
nature of our world, while in passing 
successfully demolishing all that 
claims to oppose it, especially the 
existing revolutionary movement. 
More importantly for me, as an 
artist, they placed great emphasis 
upon art as the 'Northwest Passage' 
leading from this society to a free 
world. All good stuff, but in the 
meantime ...?

Well, in the meantime we, and 
everyone else existing in this ham
burger factory, have our desires. 
And every now and then our desires 
manifest themselves in 
little thoughts that some would say 
were best left locked up in the attic, 
unacted upon. Contributions to the 
Revolutionary Struggle is a cata» 
logue of such wrong thoughts and 
evil promptings.

Imagine, if you can, entering a 
Catholic confessional. In the dark
ness you crouch before the grill
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November 1979, and it consists of 
a score of articles on various cases 
or aspects of political violence or 
terror used by minority groups

The Commonweal Number 
Summer 1983 (Box Terrier) £1.20 
(plus 27p) from Freedom Bookshop

I
I

Social Protest, Violence and Terror in Nineteenth and Twentieth Century 
Europe, edited by Wolfgang J Mommsen and Gerhard Hirschfeld,
Macmillan and Berg, £20.

IN NINETEENTH-&TWENTIETH- 
—CENTURY EUROPE—

I I

This cumbrous and curious book is 
a symposium derived from a con
ference held by the German Histor
ical Institute at Bad Homburg in

*

4

hysterical article on recent develop
ments and future plans in the 
police, especially in London, ending 
with a good short analysis of the 
Police Bill which was withdrawn at 
the time of the General Election 
but which will probably reappear 
in some form. There is a rather 
silly article on 'The Peace (Non) 
Movement' which was written be
fore Easter and which therefore 
takes no account of the significant 
developments in non-violent direct 
action during the past three months. 
There is a very bad poem. There is 
an ambitious article, 'Towards a 
Free Society', on the present situa
tion and the anarchist response 
which ends by saying veiy little. 
There is a brief attack on the trade 
unions. There is a documented 
attack on Trotsky's view of wu kers 
in Bolshevik Russia. There is a 
reprint of a good leaflet produced 
by the London Workers Group on 
the Social Security system. There is 
a reprint of Joseph Lane's 1887 
pamphlet, An Anti-Statist, Com
munist Manifesto, taken from the 
Cienfuegos Press edition of 1979 
with the misprints and without any 
introduction. There is a long article 
about the most recent issue of 
Anarchy, strongly criticising its un
critical approval of armed struggle. 
And there is a detailed bibliography 
of publications on libertarian sub
jects, with useful though unreliable 
comments (Albert Meltzer is not 
an uncritical syndicalist,for example, 
and Nicolas Walter is not a pacifist).

Altogether the first issue of the 
new Commonweal is rather a mess, 
but it certainly contains plenty of 
material at a low price and it 
occasionally comes to real life. 
Anyway it is always good to see a 
new anarchist paper, and we hope 
to see more of this one. According 
to the introduction, two or three 
issues a year are planned, depending 
on the response to the first one, so 
its future is up to its readers.

first the Marxists and other parlia- 
mentarists and then the non
anarchist anti-parliamentarists 
(including Morris and Lane). In 
1890 Morris was replaced as editor 
of the Commonweal by Frank Kitz 
and David Nicoll, and soon after
wards he led the Hammersmith 
Socialist Society out of the League. 
Kitz and Nicoll were enthusiastic 
agitators but incompetent editors, 
both more than a little crazy, as the 
Socialist League disintegrated and 
the Commonweal rapidly deterior
ated. In 1890 it became a monthly 
again, in 1891 Kitz left under a 
cloud, and in 1892 Nicoll was 
imprisoned for his brave defence of 
the Walsall anarchists. The Common
weal fell into the hands of people 
like H B Samuels and Dr Fauset 
Macdonald, who were so immod
erate that they were suspected of 
being agents provocateurs, and it 
came to a merciful end in 1894. 
Nicoll, who had been excluded after 
his release from prison, had begun a 
paper called the Anarchist, and 
changed its name to the Common
weal in 1896, producing occasional 
increasingly pathetic issues until 
1907.

The name of the Commonweal 
has often been used since then, most 
recently by the anti-war socialist 
party which was formed during the 
Second World War and which 
confusingly calls its paper the Liber
tarian. Now there is a new Common
weal ,wh\ch is uncomfortably similar 
to the original one in some of its 
more unfortunate aspects. It is not 
so much a magazine as a 96-page 
booklet. The original material which 
takes about two-thirds of the first 
issue is badly written and badly 
produced. Almost all of it is anon
ymous, much of it is attributed to 
the Bermondsey. Anarchist News 
Group, and most of it seems to 
have been written by the same 
person.

There is a short introduction 
giving an inaccurate account of the 
first Commonweal. There is a rather

£

The original Commonweal, nearly a 
century ago, was the organ of the 
Socialist League for ten years, and 
for the first half of that period was 
one of the best socialist papers ever 
produced in this country. Its main 
editor and publisher (and financial 
supporter) was William Morris, the 
great writer and artist who joined 
the socialist movement in his 
forties and who represented the 
best tradition of non-anarchist
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libertarian socialism. Under him it 
was a general socialist paper, 
following no narrow line and 
containing articles by leading Marx
ists (including Marx's friend Engels, 
his daughter Eleanor, and her 
companion Aveling), by other state 
socialists (including Bernard Shaw 
and Belfort Bax), by libertarian 
socialists (including Joseph Lane), 
by anarchists (including Frank Kitz 
and David Nicoll), and above all 
by Morris himself (including some 
of his best political prose and verse).

But the Socialist League soon 
split into its component parts, losing
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against established governments. It i book Revolutionary Syndicalism in 
is typical of academic work in say- France (1970), which avoids getting 
ing simultaneously a great deal and bogged down in details and offers 
very little about this important sub- several well-informed and well- 
ject - a great deal in terms of argued ideas on this much-distorted 
quantity, very little in terms of subject. Wilfried Rohrich contri- 
quality. butes an article on Sorel which for

The opening and closing articles once doesn't call him an anarchist 
by Franklin Ford and Wolfgang but which instead calls him a 
Mommsen, which attempt to set 'revolutionary conservative', which 
the scene and sum up the book, isn't much of an improvement, 
are good examples of how to say There are also articles on non
nothing in detail and at length. The anarchist violence or terror in 
20 articles in between are some- Germany in the early nineteenth 
times interesting but more often century, in Russia before the 
irritating, yet a few are worth noting Revolution, in the Basque region of 
because they concern anarchist Spain since the Civil War, in Ireland 
theory and practice. at various times, and in Italy, Austria

Malcolm Thomis, a professor of and Germany between the World 
history at Queensland University, Wars. There is nothing on the most 
Australia, contributes a boring dis- important periods of anarchist 
cussion of the fascinating topic of violence, in France duringthe 1880s 
violent protest in Britain during the and 1890s, or in Spain during the 
first half of the nineteenth century, twentieth century.
Ulrich Linse contributes a derivative The book is expensive and badly 
account of 'Propaganda by Deed' produced, but it is at least long 
and'Direct Action'as'twoconcepts (more than 400 pages), perhaps 
of anarchist violence', ignoring the too long for what it contains. Its 
fact that neither technique is neces- overwhelming defect is the abstract 
sarily violent and concentrating on and ignorant attitudes to political 
how they have been conceived violence shown by nearly all the 
rather than how they have been contributors, which distort and 
used. Walther Bernecker contributes disguise the sensible things they do 
a more useful because more factual say. F^w outsiders seem to under
account of direct action and violence stand that violent methods used by 
in the Spanish anarchist movement, minorities are almost always caused 
though it is spoilt by stopping at by the way previous non-violent 
1900, before both techniques be- methods have been answered by 
came effective. Andrew Carlson violent methods used by the major- 
contributes an account of terrorism ity, that violence against the state 
in the German anarchist movement must be seen in the context of 
during the 1870s and 1880s, based violence by the state. Until this 
on his book Anarchism m Germany: elementary fact is grasped, there is 
The Early Movement (1972), and no chance of serious study of 
just as badly argued and badly violence used by anarchists or by 
wr'tten- nationalists or by other revolution-

By contrast, F F Ridley, a aries of right, left, or centre. Mean
professor of politics at Liverpool while, this book stands as a warning 
University, contributes a discussion | of how not to study it. 
of the revolutionary syndicalist 
movement in France, based on his
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THE THINGS WE GIVE UP IN ORDER TO WORK ARE NEVER RETURNED

say.

Clifford Harper

Illustrations taken from the 'Blacklist'
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Contributions to the Revolutionary 
Struggle: Intended to be Discussed, 
Corrected and Principally Put Into 
Practice Without Delay, by Ratgeb, 
Bratach Dubh Editions, 95p. (Dis
tributed by A Distribution; available 
from Freedom Bookshop, plus 27p 
postage.)

'Haven't you ever felt like giving up 
reading the newspapers and putting 
your foot through the television?'

Anarchism is, when you get down 
to it, only one more ideological 
commodity occupying shelf space 
in the supermarket of politics. All 
the same, it has one or two ingre
dients that, for me, make it espec
ially attractive. These are its convin
cing description of the aims and

DID YOU 
EVER WANT 

TO KILL 
YOUR BOSS?

know that, for all those generations 
who believe that they have viewed, 
admired and enjoyed the work of 
the artist Hogarth, the answer is a 
sad nay; for what they see or have 
seen is inferior rep oductions based 
on magnificent journalistic paintings 
and drawings. And let us have a 
care, for in that near distant future, 
or is it here, Harold Cohen and 

dribbling

All our living is a theatre of illusion; 
only death is real. The passions and 
the great rages, the dedication to 
noble or ignoble causes, the sacri
fices and the historic betrayals, the 
self-sought flames of martyrdom 
earthly honours and dust-gathering 
gelt become as one with gentle love 
for love's sake or hatred to smooth 
an irritation; for all become s 
secondary with the consummation 
and the consumption of the next 
meal, and heals the passions spent 
become as one in the worm infested 
grave. We are the actor and the 
spectator in this theatre of illusion; 
and, come death, the curtain falls 
on our farce.

One sits within a dark room, 
surrounded by fifty or sixty people, 
within the security-obsessed Swiss 
Embassy listening to the silence 
that is broken only by the single
toned, single-keyed voice of Willy 
Rotzler and the click-click-click of 
the slide projector throwing its 
coloured images on to a small 
screen; and, while waiting for light 
to break through and the waiters 
and waitresses to force drinks on 
one, one broods on the trivia of 
'Contemporary Swiss Art/Rational 
and Irrational Trends' followed by 
cocktails, gin, brandy and whisky. 
For Mr. Rotzler is an art historian, 
and it is he who declaims from 
within the faceless silence. All that 
one can say, in their defence, of the 
Dadaists, the Surrealists, the action 
painters, the abstract painters and 
the rest of the bonny battalion is 
that they have and still have a talent 
to amuse, but it was and is small, 
light-weight talent. And their paying 
audience was and is the pseudo
intelligentsia and the cosmopolitan

practice of people in insurrection 
and rebellion, and its coherent 
understanding of how (and why) 
authoritarian society works.

However, one of its weaknesses, 
for me, is the apparent gap between 
what is and what should be. In 
order for humanity to arrive in an 
anarchist future, a massive and total 
transformation of every social 
experience must take place. How 
can this happen? Where can it 
happen? And, most irritating of all 
for someone easily bored like my
self; when will it happen?

Finally I had to face up to the 
fact that it wouldn't be overnight 
(though you never know), and, 
judging by my personal experience 
of the contemporary anarchist

However, Vaneigem/Ratgeo 
doesn't leave it there. It's not simply 
that we're all possessed of desires to 
commit the forbidden. Such an idea 
is hardly worth graffitying on a 
toilet door, let alone a 45-page 
pamphlet. Nor that at some time or 
another many of us concretely act 
out such desires. The current prison 
population testifies to this, if 
testimony be required.

It's more that such wishes and 
desires and acts are in themselves 
evidence of a generalised insurrec
tion within and around us. Further, 
that these acts provide to an extent 
the minimal programme of the 
revolution-theory, practice and goal.

The pamphlet is produced to the 
usual good standards of Bratach 
Dubh Editions — anything from 
this publisher is worth taking a look 
at, by the way — though the cover 
is hardly what I'd call eye-catching. 
(They should get in touch with a 
good anarchist graphic designer.) 
It's moderately priced. It could be a 
little briefer, the language a little 
less theoretical. Written as it is, it's 
unlikely to fall linto the hands of 
the kind of people the author should 
be addressing, but that's a criticism 
of most revolutionary literature, 
isn't it — ever felt like you were 
talking to yourself? All the same, 
it's an excellent read. More impor
tantly, it has something real to say 
about the world we inhabit and 
how it'll change. An exciting contri
bution to a vital discussion, as they
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finger-tapping monkeys whose end 
to infinity is to bash out Hamlet or 
spattering out a rerun of Leonardo 
Da Vinci's 'Last Supper', but 
machines or touchtyping monkeys 
will never, can never produce a

believed that there was a thinking | great and major work of art based 
on and peculiar to the eternal 
agony of men and women seeking 
that knowledge beyond the confines 
of the human mind.

But on lesser levels there is •
much to applaud, and nowhere 
more than the Summer Exhibition 
at the Royal Academy. It is attack
ed by all those who fail to get hung 
and by many of those who do. Like 
all-in wrestling, it arouses violent 
emotions, not only among the part
icipants and the audience, but from 
those who would never fain view it 
yet can explain that the whole 
thing is a con job dreamed up by 
the organisers to rook the mugs. 
They q er probably correct, but I 
don't give a damn, for the Summer 
Exhibition at the Royal Academy 
is, almost without exception, the 
work of men and women who paint 
for the pure pleasure of the act. 
Third-rate, fifth-rate, it is unimpor
tant, for they paint because they 
love to exercise and display their 
srra II and happy talents. There is 
that moment within the wrestling 
arena when the scratchy sound 
system blares out 'The Entry of the 
Gladiators' and the hero and the 
villain climb into the ring, two falls, 
two submissions or a knock-out and 
I get that same feeling of excitement 
when entering the Royal Academy 
for their Summer Exhibition.

\

drawings, but maybe the machine
and I failed to communicate. A 
month or so ago, within the Tate
Gallery, it was Jean Tinguely the
Swiss sculptor - and blame me not 
if the birth-place of cuckoo clocks.
The Sound of Music and clinical 
cleanliness steps once more back 
into the act - and he demonstrated
his meta-matics machine that with a
built-in chance element produced I Tinguely's dribbling machines 
coloured scrawls. Children and | might one day challenge those 
adults played with Tinguely's ma
chine and took away their coloured 
scrawlings signed by Tinguely, the 
maintenance man. The wit and the
bizarre humour of his mechanical
jokes gave pleasure, for no one

technological myth of the Thinking 
Machine. No mechanic crawling 
under an ancient broken-down 
lorry, no youth working an amuse
ment arcade space machine, no one 
who has had to pry into the innards 
of a mobile radar-set in a rain-sodden 
Dutch field at four in the morning 
with a field-phone clattering out 
why?-why?-why? can ever believe 
that any idiot machine could, can 
or ever will think; but for the Town- 
and his blue printing Frau the 
answer is enshrined within the Tate 
Gallery and Harold Cohen's com
puter drawing machines. The fifty- 
five-year-old English painter made 
his reputation as an Abstract 
Expressionist, but on visiting Amer
ica he changed his style by reducing 
the painted area within his canvases 
to bare essentials, and now he has 
become the impresario of the 
Thinking Machine as Creative Artist. 
Within the Tate exhibition there 
are four computer-driven drawing 
machines, programmed to make 
original drawings, and a large paint
ing based on these-, the words are 
of the press hand-out, and the 
emphasis is mine. What I see is a 
small computer-operated machine 
receiving instructions from a main 
computer, which chooses how to 
drive the two motors which control 
the movements of the-pen across the 
paper; and four machines churn out 
twelve 'unique' drawings every hour, 
which are then on sale to the Town 
and his head-nodding frau. Yet 
what I of my innocence believe I 
see is not a thinking machine creat
ing unique works of art but a 
haphazard scribble produced by 
letting the tip of a large felt-tip 
pen vibrate across a sheet of paper. 
Should one so wish it, then the artist 
would hand-colour various areas 
within the random, as they appear 
to me, scrawling. I would hold 
that, if one fixed a large felt-tip 
pen on any large sheet of paper

outer space or God, but on the I lying on a flat surface and then 
bones of the martyred sainted fixed the pen to any ancient 
Margaret Thatcher they believe in vibrating machine, one might/could 
the late Arthur Koestler’s Ghost In produce an inspired pastiche of one 
the Machine and the 20th century I of the Harold Cohen computer

daughter?' 'Well, yesterday I stole a 
bottle of booze from the super
market . ..' 'Is that all?' 'No, father, 
the day before I thought about 
beating up the foreman at work.' 
From the blackness that lies beyond 
the wire mesh comes not the expec
ted admonition to utter the requisite 
number of Hail Marys plus an 
instruction to report immediately 
to your local nick for a free NHS 
lobotomy, but a rather more 
unexpected response:

Ah, I see. But have you ever 
felt the urge to burn some distri
bution factory fie supermarket, 
giant store or warehouse) to the 
ground? Haven't you ever had 
the disagreeable sensation that, 
aside from a few odd moments, 
you do not really belong to 
yourself and are becoming alien
ated from your real self?
A Situationist has occupied the 

confessional. Vaneigem, or Ratgeb, 
or whatever he wants to call himself 
these days, has fisted some of those 
desires we might have nagging away 
at our unconscious and answered 
them with all the responses a 
healthy ego could provide. 'You 
wanna go out and steal?' — 'Good, 
go ahead.' 'You'd like to beat up 
your boss?' — 'Sure, why not?' 
'You think sensually about stran
gers?' - 'Great, what you gonna do 
about it?': and so on and so forth. 
Of course, the author puts it a 

peculiar | little more theoretically than that 
(you know what these Situationists 
are like, all long words and impenet
rable, interminable sentences — 
though I must say that this pamph
let does use a more down-to-earth 
language than I've come to expect 
from a writer of that particular 
persuasion, maybe the credit for 
this lies with the pamphlet's trans-

and whisper,'Forgive me father, for I lator), but anyway that's more or 
I have sinned.' 'What is your sin, less the drift of it.
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and sophisticated wealthy middle
classes, barren of any ideology and 
debarred by reason of birth and 
bank balance from carrying the 
banner in this week's great cause; a 
and they pay to be amused. We are 
metropolitan man, and as such we 
are prostitutes living off the reluc
tant labour of the field worker; for 
we produce not one ear of corn or 
one potato of our daily meal, so 
that within our claustrophobic 
apologetic society we demand to be 
amused and for a price we will be 
Amused, from 'dirty' postcards to 
the Falkland's war. But for the 
artist he/she is no more than a 
luxurious parasitical growth flow
ering within any decaying society, 
and as such owes no obligation to 
anyone but his or her self; and 
fortunate are those rare few who 
are hired to illustrate any great his
torical lurch of the human race, be 
it the Penny Black stamp or Picas
so's 'Guernica'. My honest thanks 
to the Swiss Cultural Attaqhe, Mrs. 
B. Junod and that fine art gallery 
Gimpel Fils, who worked so closely 
to bring these Swiss artists to our 
attention; but for me they are no 
more than the bright and pretty 
minutiae of history.

And yet the Town and his yodel
ling Frau know in their hearts that 
I am wrong and that the medium is 
the message, for like most non- 
manual working middle-class intel
ligentsia they may not believe in 
grass-tall fairies, creatures from

FrttWOUP WITHOUTMOHtr 
JNt OF ANY

SMEW \l

mind within Tinguely's machines; 
but I find Harold Cohen's computer 
'unique' art-producing machine too 
solemn and portentous in relation 
to its wandering scribblings, so 
Raphael, rest easy lad, the machine 
is not - repeat not - taking over.

We live in a world within which 
with so many things we are divorced 
from brute reality where the very 
food we daily eat is advertised to 
taste of 'the real' and our culture 
our information and our politics 
are relayed to us via the machine. 
In that transition all flaws, errors 
and doubts are removed and we 
are offered, for a price, a living 
world devoid of constipation, diarr
hoea, and moral a nd aesthetic 
doubts. We may not believe, but 
we assume and accept. The British 
Museum are exhibiting the set of 
William Hogarth prints 'Industry 
and Idleness’, and in all these years 
of our foolishness we believed that 
we were viewing the works of 
Hogarth when what we are viewing 
is the work of the engraver based 
on the paintings and the drawings 
of the artist Hogarth. One is fortun
ate if one is able to view the fluid 
lines of Hogarth's monochrome 
paintings and his free-hand drawings 
for the series and accept them as 
the work of an artist, while dismis
sing the engravings with their 
sharply outlined figures and the 
inevitable cross-hatch Ings, and to

movement, nor would it be as a 
result of our efforts. Although such 
musings can result in a state of 
mind best described by the phrase 
'dead end', ultimately such problems 
don't really matter. Life goes on.

The author of Contributions to 
the Revolutionary Struggle has no 
such difficulties. He succeeds, very 
convincingly, in locating the answers 
to those questions — how, where, 
and when? — precisely in everyday 
life. Those last two words should 
provide a clue to the particular 
perspective of this pamphlet and its 
author, who though writing under 
the pseudonym 'Ratgeb', is in fact 
none other than Raoul Vaneigem, 
previously known for his Revolution 
of Everyday Life (soon to be re
published by Rebel Press). In earlier 
works, Vaneigem and his fellow 
Situationists produced a thorough 
and convincing analysis of the real 
nature of our world, while in passing 
successfully demolishing all that 
claims to oppose it, especially the 
existing revolutionary movement. 
More importantly for me, as an 
artist, they placed great emphasis 
upon art as the 'Northwest Passage' 
leading from this society to a free 
world. All good stuff, but in the 
meantime ...?

Well, in the meantime we, and 
everyone else existing in this ham
burger factory, have our desires. 
And every now and then our desires 
manifest themselves in 
little thoughts that some would say 
were best left locked up in the attic, 
unacted upon. Contributions to the 
Revolutionary Struggle is a cata» 
logue of such wrong thoughts and 
evil promptings.

Imagine, if you can, entering a 
Catholic confessional. In the dark
ness you crouch before the grill
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Greek Anarchist re-arrested

In Brief

7
Brian Morris
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Please send protest letters, etc to 
the Greek authorities.

of a conservation strategy: they 
demand other strategies, he suggests, 
including one for 'a new economic

Formation of Welsh Anarchist
Federation

A survey by the Home Office finds 
that there Is no evidence that juries 
are becoming more sceptical of 
police evidence.

The Greek government has decided 
to abolish voluntary military service 
for women because it is 'unprofit
able'. Instead, they are considering 
compulsory drafting.

be made soon.
Nine more people are due to be 

sentenced on 24 June.
Donations to help those im

prisoned and towards legal 
should be sent to:

The suicide rate amongst 50 year 
olds in Japan has gone up over 
12.8%, because of 'money worries'.

appeal and set a date for the hearing 
in September. His lawyer requested 
that he be allowed out on bail till 
that date, this was rejected with 
no reasons being given and he 
remains in custody and on hunger 
strike.

Jailed Animal Rights 
campaigners
granted bail

That'll frighten them. A magistrate 
at Horseferry Road Court has 
become exasperated by what he 
sees as obstruction by prison auth
orities not producing prisoners for 
remand hearings, 'if (the accused) 
is not produced, I shall take steps 
myself.'

Our report of Upper Heyford (18 
June) mentioned that people were 
being bound over for 12 months. 
In fact, it seems that people who 
have pleaded Guilty are simply 
being given a conditional discharge, 
which obviously is not that heavy. 
Those who pleaded Not Guilty 
have had their cases adjourned to 
dates in August.

A nice touch. The liner QE-2, after 
performing its gallant Falklands 
duty in drab pebble grey, is to be 
repainted black and red.

Photis Danapos was released on 
18 May after a 53 day hunger 
strike. (See FREEDOM Vol 44 
No 11 LAF Report). On the 27 
May he was re-arrested under an 
anti-terrorist law and sentenced to 
10 months. He went back on hunger 
strike on the 13 June and appealed 
against the sentence. On the 24 June 
the supreme court accepted the

Operation Valentine Defence Fund, 
c/o ALF,
Box 190,
Peace News,
8 Elm Avenue,
Nottingham 3,
England.

On Saturday a number of 
workshops were held on the follow
ing topics.

Elections A free and frank 
exchange of views was held expres
sing a wide range of ideas. It was 
felt that it was important to carry 
out post-election work to counter 
post-election depression. It was also 
felt that posters and leaflets should 
be more positive than just 'Don't 
Votel'

Class War A heated exchange of 
views took place around the rel
evance of class war to anarchism.

Direct Action There seemed to 
be certain misconceptions about 
direct action as meaning violence 
against public figures, rather than 
people taking control of their own 
lives.

Feminism and Anarchism Init
ially there were separate women's 
and men's meetings. The women's 
meeting discussed the ideas that the 
struggle against hierarchy and power 
has got to go hand in hand with 
the struggle against patriarchy. The 
men's meeting discussed their own

-

Qian Kinzhong, head of the Chinese 
National Family Planning Commis
sion, has said that a compulsory 
sterilisation campaign in the south
ern province of Fujian, was 'under
standable and reasonable'. He is in 
favour of extending it to all women 
who already have two children.

in the 'ecology' movement (in its 
Droadest sense) do not connect 
human exploitation (capitalism) 
with the ecological crisis. As the 
article suggested, in seeing problems 
as essentially internal and personal 
rather than as related to the dyn
amics of the capitalist system, and

South Africa. Kenya's largest 
circulation newspaper describes the 
suggestion as 'one of the most use
less' ideas he has espoused.

entail
brief.

Thus with both Schumacher and 
Allen we have a critical assessment 
of the present world system, spec
ifically in terms of its ecological 
defects and limitations: yet neither 
are willing to challenge its essential 
premises or unmask its exploitative 
basis. All they can offer are ethical 
exhortations and reformist modif
ications to the capitalist system. It 
is only this kind of 'ecology' that 
FREEDOM should refute.

Photis can be contacted at: 
Agios Paulos Hospital
Korydalos,
Piraeus,
Greece.

And his lawyer:
Basil Karaplis,
Aristidou St. 8,
Athens,
Greece.

people attending, and interest from 
the press. A leaflet was rushed out 
for the next morning condemning 
the Labour Party's action, and was 
distributed at a town centre rally 
attended by the local candidate. 
Violence again met those distribut
ing the leaflets, but they could not 
stop us.
Simon Saxton
1 Selborne Grove,
Keighley,
W Yorks,
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Pills to 'protect' people in case of a 
nuclear accident or war are being 
stockpiled in the Isle of Man.
Albania has rejected a proposal for 
talks to make the Balkans a nuclear 
free zone on the grounds that they 
would be useless because four of 
the local nations belong to military 
alliances.
Edem Kodjo, the outgoing Secretary 
General of the Organisation of 
African Unity, has suggested that 
black African states should aquire
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in channelling opposition to the 
system into the arena of parliament
ary and reformist politics, the 
ecology movement has tended all 
too easily to support the forces 
of reaction. To illustrate the 
apologetic and petit-bourgeois imp
lications of what the article refers to 
as 'ecologism' (which is a very dif
ferent kind of political philosophy 
from the social ecology advocated 
by Bookchin) one can hardly do 
better.than examine two 'ecological' 
texts that are currently on sale in 
most bookstalls - Schumacher's 
Small is Beautiful (1974) and 
Robert Alien's summary of the 
IUCN World Conservation Strategy 
How to Save the World (1982).

Schumacher's study has become 
something of a classic, and his 
writings have had an important 
influence on the Ecology Party. 
Many of his suggestions for an alter
native future are I think convincing: 
his advocacy of intermediate tech
nology and the economics of per
manence; his criticisms of nuclear 
power and orthodox market theory; 
his suggestive insights on the links 
between industrial capitalism and 
positivistic philosophy with its 
'man against nature' ethos. His essay 
'Peace and Permanence' certainly 
reflects the influence of Gandhi, 
but on the whole Schumacher's 
politics are essentially liberal, for 
what he advocates is a balance bet
ween management and workers, 
whereby public ownership is utilized 
to sustain and preserve 'non-econ
omic values' (his phrase) debasement 
by capitalism. Many of Schu
macher's ideas have been expressed 
long ago by anarchist writers. Yet 
he does not — like the anarchists — 
follow the logic of his argument 
and advocate the dismantling of the 
private enterprise system. For no
where does he suggest that we should 
put an end to the system that 
fosters the nuclear weaponry, that 
creates the pollution, that 'ravishes 
nature' and 'mutilates man' (his 
phrases). Rather he pleads merely 
for the reassertion of orthodox 
religious values to counterbalance 
the effects of the capitalist system. 
Hence his appeal to the Buddha, 
and his plea that we should 'seek 
first the kingdom of God'—although 
Buddhist doctrine can hardly be 
said to enjoin an ecological or 
symbiotic attitude towards the 
natural world.

Four animal rights campaigners 
who were jailed on 3 June for their 
part in an Animal Liberation Front 
raid have now been released on bail 
pending appeal, after spending 
about ten days behind bars.

Steve Davis (sentenced to six 
months' imprisonment), Mark Cor- 
sini (four months' detention), Linda 
Harman (twenty-one days' imprison
ment), and Chris Davis (twenty one 
days' imprisonment), were con
victed at Chelmsford Crown Court 
on criminal damage and conspiracy

Punjabi authorities adopted an 
effective method for dealing with a 
proposed rail boycott by Sikh 
activists. They cancelled all the 
trains. Lets see them have a boycott 
now I

Senior police officers are to ask 
the government to set up prison 
camps to solve the problem of 
remand prisoners held in police 
cells.

ss

Li iI • t h* I

But the 'thread of truth' which 
Alan Albon discerned running 
through the article needs I think

A second omission was that the | highlighting: for too many people 
article indicated little awareness of
how inseparable are the links bet
ween an ecological perspective and 
the libertarian tradition. As Dave
Morris put it: a respectful and sym
biotic relationship to the natural
world is the very foundation for

6 a 'strong, meaningful and diverse
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role that commercial enterprises 
have had in the impoverishment 
of resources and in creating inequal
ities — whether they be local landed 
elites, timber companies, plant
ations, ranching syndicates or multi
nationals); avoids any discussion of 
the economic system that is primar
ily responsible for both the poverty 
and the spread of environmental 
destruction; and thus fails to recog
nize the important connection bet
ween human exploitation and the 
ecological crisis. What the rural 
peasants need is not 'sharing by the 
rich' but an end to their exploit
ation.4 Toovercome these problems 
Allen suggests a number of broad 
strategies - better legislation and 
planning by governments, the need 
to make policy-makers more aware 
of conservation issues, and the need 
to integrate 'development' and 
'conservation'. The possibility that 
governments do not represent 
communal and rational interests 
but rather the interests of the 
propertied classes — nowhere better 
illustrated than in Furer-Haimen- 
dorf's recent study of Indian tribal 
communities5 — seems not to have 
occurred to Allen. Equally strange 
is the notion that 'development' 
and 'conservation' somehow con
flict, for surely any economic 
activity that impoverishes the en
vironment (or leads to increasing 
inequality or poverty) is simply 
not development. It reminds me of 
a question addressed to Sunderlal 
Bahuguna, one of the leaders of the 
N Indian Chipko movement. Asked 
by a reporter how he could resolve 
the conflict between ecology and 

Robert Allen's popular outline I economic development Bahuguna 
of the World Conservation Strategy | replied that there is no conflict, 

for ecology is 'long term economics'. 
Allen admits that some of the fac
tors which inhibit conservation and

nclusion, it became clear 
during the course of the day that 
there was a tendency for certain 
individuals to dominate discussions. 
There was a group of people who 

lied themselves Class War Anar
chists, whose style of debate some 
people found intimidating in the 
larger workshops. They also seemed 
unable or i
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human culture'. An important 
distinction between anarchism and 
authoritarian socialism (particularly 
of the Marxist variety) not only 
revolves around the question of 
state control: it focusses also on the 
ecological bias that the anarchist 
tradition has always expressed. In 
not making a fetish of industrial 
production, or holding that the 
industrial proletariat was the sole 
agent of social transformation, 
the anaichists never expressed the 
Promethean ethic which Marx, 
Engels and Lenin clearly shared 
with the capitalists. Many leading 
anarchists therefore - Kropotkin, 
Mumford and Bookchin are exam
ples — have argued for what can 
essentially be described as an 
ecological approach. But this did 
not imply a 'modification' of capit
alism, or a renunciation of industrial 
technology and urban living and 
thus the return to some glorified 
peasant existence. What was sug- 

Estella suggested, it confounded I gested was a decentralised society 
and confused the 'ideoloav of I which integrated industry and agri

culture, and manual and mental 
skills — a socialist community in
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Over 1,000 leaflets and 1 
stickers were distributed during the 
election campaign and the Tory 
Party had their locks glued up. 
Unfortunately it was only a partial 
success, with one door remaining 
unaffected.

A pamphlet called The Road to 
Socialism was produced and distri
buted free at all Labour Party public 
meetings. On Friday 3 June, while 
I was handing out leaflets at a public 
meeting, I was forcibly removed

In April a leading article appeared 
on the front page of FREEDOM 
under the title 'Anti-Ecology'. It 
suggested that the ecology move
ment was a product of 'privileged 
guilt' among the affluent middle 
class, a form of romanticism that 
had a specific ideological function, 
namely to make the capitalist 
system seem more humane and 
palatable. The 'back to nature' 
movement, it argued, made a fetish 
of the Protestant work ethic, 
deified the 'virtues' of property, 
and expressed a retreat from 
historical realities in its renun
ciation of industrialism. It came as 
a surprise to many people, including 
myself, to read such a critique 
within the pages of FREEDOM: 
understandably it provoked a justi
fied and reasoned response from a 
number of people. For under the 
rubric 'ecology' the article simply 
attacked particular trends within the 
ecology movement, and, as Mary

The Welsh Anarchist conference 
was held in Cardiff, with attendance 
from several places in South Wales 
and South-West England. It was 
held on 4/5 June, the Saturday 
involving about 40 people and the 
Sunday about 25 (not all the same 
people).

from the hall. Pamphlets were 
snatched off the people attending 
the meeting, ripped up, and thrown 
away. I was also prevented from 
distributing leaflets outside the hall. 
As they looked quite nasty I left, 
but came back and entered the hall 
'wearing' a red gag and holding a 
poster saying, 'Labour Party gags 
opponents', and sat down at the 
front of the hall, staging my one- 
person protest. There were favour
able reactions from some of the

of communism, where there is the 
'genuine resolution of the conflict 
between man and nature, and bet
ween man and man — the true 
resolution of the strife between 
existence and essence . . . between 
freedom and necessity.' expressed 
this viewpoint. So too, in a more 
sustained and genuine way, does 

- but | Murray Bookchin, whose writings 
over two decades have coherently 
explored the kind of ecology which 
the article singularly ignored.2 
Needless to say, though many of 
Bookchin's seminal ideas on ecology 
have been appropriated by the 
green movement (and even by some 
Marxists they seemingly prefer to 
pay homage to such gurus as 
Schumacher and Galbraith, both 
apologists for the capitalist state.

Election news from Keighley

Another pioneering survey has 
extended our sociological under- 

nuclear weapons in order to counter | standing. It was into the effects of 
having a television in the bedroom. 
The national average for people 
possessing this facility is 58%, (69% 
in Scotland). 17% of the sample 
said that it interfered with reading 
in bed. There is a class basis to how 
much viewing interfered with sex, 
6% on average but 11% in the lower 
middle class. Those over the age of 
55 reported the least difficulty with 
this aspect. 3% found that the 
machine interrupted games like 
Scrabble. A surprisingly similer 
number found that it interfered 
with pillow fights.

nfused the 'ideology of
ecology' with real ecology, which, 
as she rightly suggested, is poten
tially revolutionary. The article | harmony with nature. Marx's vision 
thus made two important omis
sions. One was that it glossed over 
the critical situation in which we 
find ourselves. Under the present 
economic system not only are 500 
million people malnourished — and 
even in countries where there has 
been economic growth the number 
of people below the poverty line 
has noticeably increased1
there is strong evidence, given 
present trends, that the biosphere is 
being increasingly devastated. Even 
if we can avert a nuclear holocaust 
present human activities engender 
such ecological degradation that 
future life on this planet is seriously 
threatened. Even the most romantic 
ecologists express concern over 
these trends, even if they only 
suggest 'modifications' to the pres
ent capitalist system. The anti
ecology piece simply by-passed 
such issues.

reflects a similar viewpoint. Indeed
like the Brandt report, though full 
of interesting data and suggestions
and expressing a genuine and | development are beyond the scope 
humanitarian concern over the
destruction of the biosphere (the
Brandt report focussing on the
other'survival'issue, world poverty) I order'. But exactly what this would 
it nowhere indicts the world entail seems to be outside his 
economic system that causes both
the poverty and the environmental 
degradation — which has escalated 
in the last few decades, as commer
cial enterprises have plundered the
seas, devastated the tropical forests, 
and radically changed the rural 
landscape through farming methods 
that treat the countryside as one 
big factory.3 Allen stresses that 
human activities are progressively 
making the planet less fit to live in, 
and that the conservation of the 
biosphere is imperative for human
survival. And he details a long 
catalogue of environmental prob
lems and threats — land impoverish
ment, a reduction in genetic diver
sity, deforestation (which may well 
have serious climatic effects), the
spread of deserts and the depletion
of marine resources are among
those discussed. As much of the II
data is drawn from FAO reports
we may assume that the rubric 'a
disappearing planet' is not an exag
geration. Yet when Allen comes to
discuss the underlying factors that 
have created this ecological crisis
the blame seems to be largely placed
on peasant communities which
because of their 'growing numbers'
and poverty, strip the land of its
trees, cultivate steep and unstable
slopes, overgraze the pastures and
overhunt and overfish the local
wildlife. (160) They clearly need
conservation-based rural develop
ment schemes to help them to sur
vive — no doubt advised by over
paid UN technical experts. Allen
admits however that the affluent
also should 'constrain their demands
on resources, and ideally reduce
them, shifting some of their wealth
to assisting the deprived'. The future 
of the poor depends therefore, he 
suggests, on conservation, and on
sharing by the rich. Like the Brandt 
report Allen fails to explain why
poverty exists in the first place;
misleadingly links poverty to en
vironmental degradation (thus omit
ting to discuss and highlight the

/
I

to steal charges in connection with 
the ALF raid (codenamed 'Operation 
Valentine') on Life Science Research 
Laboratories at Stock, Essex, on 14 
February 1982, when £76,000 
worth of damage was caused and 
beagles, rats and mice were rescued 
from painful experiments.

Steve Boulding (sentenced to 
fifteen months), and Peter Sales 
(six months), also sent to prison in 

nnection with the raid are still'
inside, but it is hoped that an 
application for bail for them will

iiI <

feelings in coming to terms with 
feminism. Some of the men felt 
that too often only lip service was 
paid to feminism. There was then a 
joint discussion about a feeling that 
feminism had also become a com
modity and a career for a lot of 
women. It was also felt that anar
chism comes close to feminism 
whereas other political groupings 
remain hierarchical and power
based. It was felt, however, that 
many anarchists fail to talk about 
personal politics.

Communications A practical 
discussion took place on the use
fulness and potential of various 
proposed schemes regarding news
papers, pamphlets, leaflets, etc.

Entertainment A discusion took 
place on the usefulness of alter
native means of propaganda, and 
putting fun into politics - eg theatre, 
street theatre, pirate radio, pirate 
tv, hot air balloons, public meetings, 
tapes and cassettes, music and 
bands, putting LSD into reservoirs.

coherently what they actually meant 
by class war.

On Sunday there was a discus
sion on whether a Welsh Anarchist 
Federation would still be possible 
and, if so, what it could achieve, 
and then on deciding it's structure 
and organisation. There was much 
discussion whether the WAF needed 
a statement of principles. In the 
end they were felt to be either 
unnecessary or undesirable It was 
resolved to establish a commun
ications network, and resource 
network. The idea of a central 

Hating
eventually rejected. It was resolved 
to have a general conference every 
six months and a social event 
approximately every two months. 
It was left open to individual groups 
to call meetings on specific topics or 
projects through the network. Pro
jects that had a strong measure of 
support were: the production of 
posters, a post-election leaflet, and 
a series of pamphlets giving the 
anarchist perspective on nation
alism, work, education, class, de
fence, etc. It was resolved to make 

ntact with other groups and 
federations in the Islands and over
seas.

The contact address is: WAF, 
Box 666, c/o 108 Bookshop, 108 
Salisbury Road, Cardiff, Wales. 
(This is an account by seven people 

unwilling to explain | p esent.)
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Greek Anarchist re-arrested

In Brief

7
Brian Morris
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Please send protest letters, etc to 
the Greek authorities.

of a conservation strategy: they 
demand other strategies, he suggests, 
including one for 'a new economic

Formation of Welsh Anarchist
Federation

A survey by the Home Office finds 
that there Is no evidence that juries 
are becoming more sceptical of 
police evidence.

The Greek government has decided 
to abolish voluntary military service 
for women because it is 'unprofit
able'. Instead, they are considering 
compulsory drafting.

be made soon.
Nine more people are due to be 

sentenced on 24 June.
Donations to help those im

prisoned and towards legal 
should be sent to:

The suicide rate amongst 50 year 
olds in Japan has gone up over 
12.8%, because of 'money worries'.

appeal and set a date for the hearing 
in September. His lawyer requested 
that he be allowed out on bail till 
that date, this was rejected with 
no reasons being given and he 
remains in custody and on hunger 
strike.

Jailed Animal Rights 
campaigners
granted bail

That'll frighten them. A magistrate 
at Horseferry Road Court has 
become exasperated by what he 
sees as obstruction by prison auth
orities not producing prisoners for 
remand hearings, 'if (the accused) 
is not produced, I shall take steps 
myself.'

Our report of Upper Heyford (18 
June) mentioned that people were 
being bound over for 12 months. 
In fact, it seems that people who 
have pleaded Guilty are simply 
being given a conditional discharge, 
which obviously is not that heavy. 
Those who pleaded Not Guilty 
have had their cases adjourned to 
dates in August.

A nice touch. The liner QE-2, after 
performing its gallant Falklands 
duty in drab pebble grey, is to be 
repainted black and red.

Photis Danapos was released on 
18 May after a 53 day hunger 
strike. (See FREEDOM Vol 44 
No 11 LAF Report). On the 27 
May he was re-arrested under an 
anti-terrorist law and sentenced to 
10 months. He went back on hunger 
strike on the 13 June and appealed 
against the sentence. On the 24 June 
the supreme court accepted the

Operation Valentine Defence Fund, 
c/o ALF,
Box 190,
Peace News,
8 Elm Avenue,
Nottingham 3,
England.

On Saturday a number of 
workshops were held on the follow
ing topics.

Elections A free and frank 
exchange of views was held expres
sing a wide range of ideas. It was 
felt that it was important to carry 
out post-election work to counter 
post-election depression. It was also 
felt that posters and leaflets should 
be more positive than just 'Don't 
Votel'

Class War A heated exchange of 
views took place around the rel
evance of class war to anarchism.

Direct Action There seemed to 
be certain misconceptions about 
direct action as meaning violence 
against public figures, rather than 
people taking control of their own 
lives.

Feminism and Anarchism Init
ially there were separate women's 
and men's meetings. The women's 
meeting discussed the ideas that the 
struggle against hierarchy and power 
has got to go hand in hand with 
the struggle against patriarchy. The 
men's meeting discussed their own

-

Qian Kinzhong, head of the Chinese 
National Family Planning Commis
sion, has said that a compulsory 
sterilisation campaign in the south
ern province of Fujian, was 'under
standable and reasonable'. He is in 
favour of extending it to all women 
who already have two children.

in the 'ecology' movement (in its 
Droadest sense) do not connect 
human exploitation (capitalism) 
with the ecological crisis. As the 
article suggested, in seeing problems 
as essentially internal and personal 
rather than as related to the dyn
amics of the capitalist system, and

South Africa. Kenya's largest 
circulation newspaper describes the 
suggestion as 'one of the most use
less' ideas he has espoused.

entail
brief.

Thus with both Schumacher and 
Allen we have a critical assessment 
of the present world system, spec
ifically in terms of its ecological 
defects and limitations: yet neither 
are willing to challenge its essential 
premises or unmask its exploitative 
basis. All they can offer are ethical 
exhortations and reformist modif
ications to the capitalist system. It 
is only this kind of 'ecology' that 
FREEDOM should refute.

Photis can be contacted at: 
Agios Paulos Hospital
Korydalos,
Piraeus,
Greece.

And his lawyer:
Basil Karaplis,
Aristidou St. 8,
Athens,
Greece.

people attending, and interest from 
the press. A leaflet was rushed out 
for the next morning condemning 
the Labour Party's action, and was 
distributed at a town centre rally 
attended by the local candidate. 
Violence again met those distribut
ing the leaflets, but they could not 
stop us.
Simon Saxton
1 Selborne Grove,
Keighley,
W Yorks,
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Pills to 'protect' people in case of a 
nuclear accident or war are being 
stockpiled in the Isle of Man.
Albania has rejected a proposal for 
talks to make the Balkans a nuclear 
free zone on the grounds that they 
would be useless because four of 
the local nations belong to military 
alliances.
Edem Kodjo, the outgoing Secretary 
General of the Organisation of 
African Unity, has suggested that 
black African states should aquire
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in channelling opposition to the 
system into the arena of parliament
ary and reformist politics, the 
ecology movement has tended all 
too easily to support the forces 
of reaction. To illustrate the 
apologetic and petit-bourgeois imp
lications of what the article refers to 
as 'ecologism' (which is a very dif
ferent kind of political philosophy 
from the social ecology advocated 
by Bookchin) one can hardly do 
better.than examine two 'ecological' 
texts that are currently on sale in 
most bookstalls - Schumacher's 
Small is Beautiful (1974) and 
Robert Alien's summary of the 
IUCN World Conservation Strategy 
How to Save the World (1982).

Schumacher's study has become 
something of a classic, and his 
writings have had an important 
influence on the Ecology Party. 
Many of his suggestions for an alter
native future are I think convincing: 
his advocacy of intermediate tech
nology and the economics of per
manence; his criticisms of nuclear 
power and orthodox market theory; 
his suggestive insights on the links 
between industrial capitalism and 
positivistic philosophy with its 
'man against nature' ethos. His essay 
'Peace and Permanence' certainly 
reflects the influence of Gandhi, 
but on the whole Schumacher's 
politics are essentially liberal, for 
what he advocates is a balance bet
ween management and workers, 
whereby public ownership is utilized 
to sustain and preserve 'non-econ
omic values' (his phrase) debasement 
by capitalism. Many of Schu
macher's ideas have been expressed 
long ago by anarchist writers. Yet 
he does not — like the anarchists — 
follow the logic of his argument 
and advocate the dismantling of the 
private enterprise system. For no
where does he suggest that we should 
put an end to the system that 
fosters the nuclear weaponry, that 
creates the pollution, that 'ravishes 
nature' and 'mutilates man' (his 
phrases). Rather he pleads merely 
for the reassertion of orthodox 
religious values to counterbalance 
the effects of the capitalist system. 
Hence his appeal to the Buddha, 
and his plea that we should 'seek 
first the kingdom of God'—although 
Buddhist doctrine can hardly be 
said to enjoin an ecological or 
symbiotic attitude towards the 
natural world.

Four animal rights campaigners 
who were jailed on 3 June for their 
part in an Animal Liberation Front 
raid have now been released on bail 
pending appeal, after spending 
about ten days behind bars.

Steve Davis (sentenced to six 
months' imprisonment), Mark Cor- 
sini (four months' detention), Linda 
Harman (twenty-one days' imprison
ment), and Chris Davis (twenty one 
days' imprisonment), were con
victed at Chelmsford Crown Court 
on criminal damage and conspiracy

Punjabi authorities adopted an 
effective method for dealing with a 
proposed rail boycott by Sikh 
activists. They cancelled all the 
trains. Lets see them have a boycott 
now I

Senior police officers are to ask 
the government to set up prison 
camps to solve the problem of 
remand prisoners held in police 
cells.
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But the 'thread of truth' which 
Alan Albon discerned running 
through the article needs I think

A second omission was that the | highlighting: for too many people 
article indicated little awareness of
how inseparable are the links bet
ween an ecological perspective and 
the libertarian tradition. As Dave
Morris put it: a respectful and sym
biotic relationship to the natural
world is the very foundation for

6 a 'strong, meaningful and diverse
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role that commercial enterprises 
have had in the impoverishment 
of resources and in creating inequal
ities — whether they be local landed 
elites, timber companies, plant
ations, ranching syndicates or multi
nationals); avoids any discussion of 
the economic system that is primar
ily responsible for both the poverty 
and the spread of environmental 
destruction; and thus fails to recog
nize the important connection bet
ween human exploitation and the 
ecological crisis. What the rural 
peasants need is not 'sharing by the 
rich' but an end to their exploit
ation.4 Toovercome these problems 
Allen suggests a number of broad 
strategies - better legislation and 
planning by governments, the need 
to make policy-makers more aware 
of conservation issues, and the need 
to integrate 'development' and 
'conservation'. The possibility that 
governments do not represent 
communal and rational interests 
but rather the interests of the 
propertied classes — nowhere better 
illustrated than in Furer-Haimen- 
dorf's recent study of Indian tribal 
communities5 — seems not to have 
occurred to Allen. Equally strange 
is the notion that 'development' 
and 'conservation' somehow con
flict, for surely any economic 
activity that impoverishes the en
vironment (or leads to increasing 
inequality or poverty) is simply 
not development. It reminds me of 
a question addressed to Sunderlal 
Bahuguna, one of the leaders of the 
N Indian Chipko movement. Asked 
by a reporter how he could resolve 
the conflict between ecology and 

Robert Allen's popular outline I economic development Bahuguna 
of the World Conservation Strategy | replied that there is no conflict, 

for ecology is 'long term economics'. 
Allen admits that some of the fac
tors which inhibit conservation and

nclusion, it became clear 
during the course of the day that 
there was a tendency for certain 
individuals to dominate discussions. 
There was a group of people who 

lied themselves Class War Anar
chists, whose style of debate some 
people found intimidating in the 
larger workshops. They also seemed 
unable or i

99 SS frS

human culture'. An important 
distinction between anarchism and 
authoritarian socialism (particularly 
of the Marxist variety) not only 
revolves around the question of 
state control: it focusses also on the 
ecological bias that the anarchist 
tradition has always expressed. In 
not making a fetish of industrial 
production, or holding that the 
industrial proletariat was the sole 
agent of social transformation, 
the anaichists never expressed the 
Promethean ethic which Marx, 
Engels and Lenin clearly shared 
with the capitalists. Many leading 
anarchists therefore - Kropotkin, 
Mumford and Bookchin are exam
ples — have argued for what can 
essentially be described as an 
ecological approach. But this did 
not imply a 'modification' of capit
alism, or a renunciation of industrial 
technology and urban living and 
thus the return to some glorified 
peasant existence. What was sug- 

Estella suggested, it confounded I gested was a decentralised society 
and confused the 'ideoloav of I which integrated industry and agri

culture, and manual and mental 
skills — a socialist community in

, aw *V* * ' •*

Over 1,000 leaflets and 1 
stickers were distributed during the 
election campaign and the Tory 
Party had their locks glued up. 
Unfortunately it was only a partial 
success, with one door remaining 
unaffected.

A pamphlet called The Road to 
Socialism was produced and distri
buted free at all Labour Party public 
meetings. On Friday 3 June, while 
I was handing out leaflets at a public 
meeting, I was forcibly removed

In April a leading article appeared 
on the front page of FREEDOM 
under the title 'Anti-Ecology'. It 
suggested that the ecology move
ment was a product of 'privileged 
guilt' among the affluent middle 
class, a form of romanticism that 
had a specific ideological function, 
namely to make the capitalist 
system seem more humane and 
palatable. The 'back to nature' 
movement, it argued, made a fetish 
of the Protestant work ethic, 
deified the 'virtues' of property, 
and expressed a retreat from 
historical realities in its renun
ciation of industrialism. It came as 
a surprise to many people, including 
myself, to read such a critique 
within the pages of FREEDOM: 
understandably it provoked a justi
fied and reasoned response from a 
number of people. For under the 
rubric 'ecology' the article simply 
attacked particular trends within the 
ecology movement, and, as Mary

The Welsh Anarchist conference 
was held in Cardiff, with attendance 
from several places in South Wales 
and South-West England. It was 
held on 4/5 June, the Saturday 
involving about 40 people and the 
Sunday about 25 (not all the same 
people).

from the hall. Pamphlets were 
snatched off the people attending 
the meeting, ripped up, and thrown 
away. I was also prevented from 
distributing leaflets outside the hall. 
As they looked quite nasty I left, 
but came back and entered the hall 
'wearing' a red gag and holding a 
poster saying, 'Labour Party gags 
opponents', and sat down at the 
front of the hall, staging my one- 
person protest. There were favour
able reactions from some of the

of communism, where there is the 
'genuine resolution of the conflict 
between man and nature, and bet
ween man and man — the true 
resolution of the strife between 
existence and essence . . . between 
freedom and necessity.' expressed 
this viewpoint. So too, in a more 
sustained and genuine way, does 

- but | Murray Bookchin, whose writings 
over two decades have coherently 
explored the kind of ecology which 
the article singularly ignored.2 
Needless to say, though many of 
Bookchin's seminal ideas on ecology 
have been appropriated by the 
green movement (and even by some 
Marxists they seemingly prefer to 
pay homage to such gurus as 
Schumacher and Galbraith, both 
apologists for the capitalist state.

Election news from Keighley

Another pioneering survey has 
extended our sociological under- 

nuclear weapons in order to counter | standing. It was into the effects of 
having a television in the bedroom. 
The national average for people 
possessing this facility is 58%, (69% 
in Scotland). 17% of the sample 
said that it interfered with reading 
in bed. There is a class basis to how 
much viewing interfered with sex, 
6% on average but 11% in the lower 
middle class. Those over the age of 
55 reported the least difficulty with 
this aspect. 3% found that the 
machine interrupted games like 
Scrabble. A surprisingly similer 
number found that it interfered 
with pillow fights.

nfused the 'ideology of
ecology' with real ecology, which, 
as she rightly suggested, is poten
tially revolutionary. The article | harmony with nature. Marx's vision 
thus made two important omis
sions. One was that it glossed over 
the critical situation in which we 
find ourselves. Under the present 
economic system not only are 500 
million people malnourished — and 
even in countries where there has 
been economic growth the number 
of people below the poverty line 
has noticeably increased1
there is strong evidence, given 
present trends, that the biosphere is 
being increasingly devastated. Even 
if we can avert a nuclear holocaust 
present human activities engender 
such ecological degradation that 
future life on this planet is seriously 
threatened. Even the most romantic 
ecologists express concern over 
these trends, even if they only 
suggest 'modifications' to the pres
ent capitalist system. The anti
ecology piece simply by-passed 
such issues.

reflects a similar viewpoint. Indeed
like the Brandt report, though full 
of interesting data and suggestions
and expressing a genuine and | development are beyond the scope 
humanitarian concern over the
destruction of the biosphere (the
Brandt report focussing on the
other'survival'issue, world poverty) I order'. But exactly what this would 
it nowhere indicts the world entail seems to be outside his 
economic system that causes both
the poverty and the environmental 
degradation — which has escalated 
in the last few decades, as commer
cial enterprises have plundered the
seas, devastated the tropical forests, 
and radically changed the rural 
landscape through farming methods 
that treat the countryside as one 
big factory.3 Allen stresses that 
human activities are progressively 
making the planet less fit to live in, 
and that the conservation of the 
biosphere is imperative for human
survival. And he details a long 
catalogue of environmental prob
lems and threats — land impoverish
ment, a reduction in genetic diver
sity, deforestation (which may well 
have serious climatic effects), the
spread of deserts and the depletion
of marine resources are among
those discussed. As much of the II
data is drawn from FAO reports
we may assume that the rubric 'a
disappearing planet' is not an exag
geration. Yet when Allen comes to
discuss the underlying factors that 
have created this ecological crisis
the blame seems to be largely placed
on peasant communities which
because of their 'growing numbers'
and poverty, strip the land of its
trees, cultivate steep and unstable
slopes, overgraze the pastures and
overhunt and overfish the local
wildlife. (160) They clearly need
conservation-based rural develop
ment schemes to help them to sur
vive — no doubt advised by over
paid UN technical experts. Allen
admits however that the affluent
also should 'constrain their demands
on resources, and ideally reduce
them, shifting some of their wealth
to assisting the deprived'. The future 
of the poor depends therefore, he 
suggests, on conservation, and on
sharing by the rich. Like the Brandt 
report Allen fails to explain why
poverty exists in the first place;
misleadingly links poverty to en
vironmental degradation (thus omit
ting to discuss and highlight the

/
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to steal charges in connection with 
the ALF raid (codenamed 'Operation 
Valentine') on Life Science Research 
Laboratories at Stock, Essex, on 14 
February 1982, when £76,000 
worth of damage was caused and 
beagles, rats and mice were rescued 
from painful experiments.

Steve Boulding (sentenced to 
fifteen months), and Peter Sales 
(six months), also sent to prison in 

nnection with the raid are still'
inside, but it is hoped that an 
application for bail for them will

iiI <

feelings in coming to terms with 
feminism. Some of the men felt 
that too often only lip service was 
paid to feminism. There was then a 
joint discussion about a feeling that 
feminism had also become a com
modity and a career for a lot of 
women. It was also felt that anar
chism comes close to feminism 
whereas other political groupings 
remain hierarchical and power
based. It was felt, however, that 
many anarchists fail to talk about 
personal politics.

Communications A practical 
discussion took place on the use
fulness and potential of various 
proposed schemes regarding news
papers, pamphlets, leaflets, etc.

Entertainment A discusion took 
place on the usefulness of alter
native means of propaganda, and 
putting fun into politics - eg theatre, 
street theatre, pirate radio, pirate 
tv, hot air balloons, public meetings, 
tapes and cassettes, music and 
bands, putting LSD into reservoirs.

coherently what they actually meant 
by class war.

On Sunday there was a discus
sion on whether a Welsh Anarchist 
Federation would still be possible 
and, if so, what it could achieve, 
and then on deciding it's structure 
and organisation. There was much 
discussion whether the WAF needed 
a statement of principles. In the 
end they were felt to be either 
unnecessary or undesirable It was 
resolved to establish a commun
ications network, and resource 
network. The idea of a central 

Hating
eventually rejected. It was resolved 
to have a general conference every 
six months and a social event 
approximately every two months. 
It was left open to individual groups 
to call meetings on specific topics or 
projects through the network. Pro
jects that had a strong measure of 
support were: the production of 
posters, a post-election leaflet, and 
a series of pamphlets giving the 
anarchist perspective on nation
alism, work, education, class, de
fence, etc. It was resolved to make 

ntact with other groups and 
federations in the Islands and over
seas.

The contact address is: WAF, 
Box 666, c/o 108 Bookshop, 108 
Salisbury Road, Cardiff, Wales. 
(This is an account by seven people 

unwilling to explain | p esent.)
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Resource Centre, 215 Victoria Parade. 
Collingwood. Victoria.

Monte Verlta, 
Wien.

Lessons of the Spanish Revolution 
by Vernon Richards. Third edition 
of standard work, with new extra 
postscript. Paperback £2.95 (50p).

Stephen W Holland, age 27, 2 Glygar- 
dynza Creka, The Mining Community 
Hut», NY Aletund, Splttbergen, Svalbard 
A Arctic Ocean Isle.

The Impossibilities of Social Dem
ocracy by Vernon Richards. Collec
tion of articles on Labour Party and 
Trade Unions. Paperback £1 (45p).

Self-management Organisation, PO Box
332, North Quay

In Angel Alley, 84b Whitechapel 
High Street, London El.

Schwarzer Gockler (Black Cockerel), c/o 
A Muller, Poitfach 4521. 7500 Karlsruhe.

Llbertad Verlag Berlin, Jochen Schmuck. 
Pottfach 440 227, D-1000 Berlin 44.

o
co

Syndicalist Forum, Tenstlernas Gata 51,
11631 Stockholm.

NEW YORK
Libertarian Book Club, Box 142, GPO
New York, NY 10012.

Malatesta: Life and Ideas edited by 
Vernon Richards. Study and an
thology of anarchist writer and 
agitator. Paperback £2 (50p).

Keele Anarchist Group have Just set up a 
small bookstall with the aim of selling 
anarchist literature at as big a discount as 
we can manage. At present we have hardly 
enough books to cover our table and 
hardly enough money to cover our bills! 
Any help in getting books cheaply would 
be gratefully received.

WASHINGTON
Left Bank Publishing Project, Box B, 52
Pike Street, Seattle. WA 96101.

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 
G'raswurzel (Grass Roots), c/o W Hartle, 
Grozerschlppsee 29, 21 Hamburg 90.

A MISCELLANY
Trade terms not available

Bound Together Book Collective, 1901 
Hayes St, San Francisco, CA 941 17, tel: 
(41 5) 669-2795,

Wc old statesmen will be long dead by 
-------------------- \ by the year 2000.Distributed to Bookshops by 

A Distribution
c/o 84b Whitechapel High St, 

London E1

Treason. Box 37, Brumwlck Eait, Vict
oria 3057

Monish Anarchist Society, c/o Monash 
University, Clayton. 3168. Melbourne.

Federation Anarchlste Francalse, 145 Rue 
Amelot, 7501 1, Peris.

The way you're 
waiting wealth on 
weapons, there'll 
be world famine 
and nuclear war 
by doe year2000.

Libertarian Workers for a Self-managed 
Society. PO Box 20. Parkville 3052.

AUSTRIA 
Liberte, Postfach 96, 1033 Wien.

Collectives inthe Spanish Revolution 
by Gaston Leval, translated by 
Vernon Richards. Standard work. 
Hardback £6, paperback £4 (95p)

Libertarian Anarchist Coffeehouse, meets 
last Sunday each month at Cafe Comm* 
ons, 3161 Mission St, San Francisco.

Printed and Typeset by 
Aidgate Press

84b Whitechapel High St, 
01-247 3015

Leeds W G £1.83; Wolverhampton 
J L £6.00; Sittingbourne P K £1.00; 

TOTAL = £8.83 
Previously acknowledged = £436.53 

TOTAL TO DATE = £445.36 
TARGET FOR 1983 £1500!

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Freedom Collective and Libertarian Res
ource Centre can be reached through PO 
Box 203, Fremantle 6160.

MISSOURI
Columbia Anarchist League, PO Box 390, 
Columbia, Missouri 65201.

Inland 
Surface 
Europe All-up 
Zone A 
Zone B

MONTREAL
Chaos, c/o R Yves Breton, CP 95 S/N 
Place d’Armes, Montreal, Quebec, H2Y
3E9.

NEW ZEALAND 
Blackmail, Box 13165, Christchurch

MINNESOTA
Soli of Liberty, Box 7056 Powderhorn
Station, Minneapolis, Minn 55407

Oe Vrlje. Postbus 496. 2000AL Haarlem. 
Holland, tel: 023 273992.

Open Road, Box 6135, Station G. Van
couver BC.

Contributions Received: June 9th 
— 22nd Incl.

Contributions Received: June 9th 
- 22nd Incl.
London E17 I R T £1.20; Wolver
hampton J L £3.00; J K W £1.00; 
London N7 L K £1.00; Sitting
bourne P K £1.00; Gravesend A J 
£1.30; Cove L Y £0.25; Liverpool 
P L £1.25; Bristol T C £5.25; 

TOTAL = £15.25 
Previously acknowledged = £620.52 

TOTAL TO DATE = £635.77 
TARGET FOR 1983 £2000!

CALIFORNIA
Au ton om la, PO Box 1751, San Francisco,
CA 94101.

CONNECTICUT
Wesleyan University Eco-Anarchlsts, Her
mes, Box HH, Wesleyan University, Midd
letown CT 08457

Wintergreen/AR, PO Box 1294, Kitchen
er, Ontario, N2G 4G8.

ARIZONA
Malicious Hooligans (anti-nuclear), 1110
W 2nd St. Tempe, AZ 85281.

Housing: An Anarchist Approach 
by Colin Ward. New edition of 
standard work, with postscript. 
Paperback £2.25 (45p).
Max Stirner's Egoism by John P. 
Clark. Critical study of individual
ist writer. Paperback £1.50 (39p).

BELGIUM
Revolutionair anarchlstles kollektlf, c/o 
Zwart L Rood, PO Box 546, B-9000 
Gent. Belgium.

Please add postage as in brackets. 
Items markes * are published in the 
USA. N.American purchasers 
please convert £1 - plus postage - at 
$1.60 (US) and $2.00 (Canada).

VICTORIA
Journal of Libertarian Politics and Alter
native Life-styles, 51 Ormond Road, Schwarzer Faden (Black Thread), Obere 

Welbermarktstr 3, 7410 Reutlingen, tel: 
07121/370494.

FREE
SUBSCRIPTION RATES.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
PO Box 1 26 Norwood, SA 5067

313 East
97205,

Redfern Black Rose Anarchist Book
shop. 36 Botany Rd, Redfern NSW 2015.-

QUEENSLAND
Black and Red Bookshop. 5A Browning 
St, West End. Queensland 4000, tel: 07 
(447994).

£9.00 
£10.00 
£11.00 
£11.50 

25 dollars
28 dollars Can. 

£14.00

AUSTRALIA
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

Research and Resources Centre for Llb> 
ertarian Politics and Alternative Life- 
Uylei, 7/355 Northmore Ave, lynehim, 
ACT 2602.

War (664pp ppr) 
’Murray Bookchin: Toward an 
Ecological Society (313pp ppr) 

£5.15 (65p) 
’Murray Bookchin: The Ecology of 
Freedom (385pp ppr) £6.95 (95p) 
Illustrated catalogue available. 
Please send SAE 10"x7"(21p) or 
2 x Int'l Postal reply coupons.

Social Revolutionary Anarchist Feder
ation, PO Box 21071, Washington DC 
20009.

Non-violent Anarchist Network, P O Box 
1395. Austin, Texas 79767.

Emma Goldman Group, c/o Paul Hetz- 
nockor, 883 Bay Road, Amherst Mass 
01002.

FREEDOM BOOKSHOP 
and

FREEDOM EDITORIAL 
COLLECTIVE 

are both at
84B WHITECHAPEL HIGH ST 

LONDON E1. 
Phone 01-247 9249

Journey through Utopia by Marie 
Louise Berneri. Classic study of 
utopian writers. Paperback £1.95 
(60p).

Union Anarchlste, 9 Rue de I’Ange, 
63000 Clermont Feraand

Protest without Illusions by Vernon 
Richards. Collection of articles on 
nuclear disarmament. Paperback 
£1.95 (45p).

GREECE
•A Gallery* (Documents Centre), PO Box 

1 937, Thlslon, Athens.

OREGON 
Portland Anarchist Center, 
Burnside, Portland, Oregon 
USA.

La Trobe Libertarian Socialists, c/o 
La Trobe University, Bundoora, Victoria 
3093.

Syndlkallstiskt Forum (anarcho-syndleal 
1st bookshop), Husargatan 5.4J302 Goth 
enburg, tel: 031-13 25 04.

SWEDEN
Magazine ’April*, Box 15015, 104 65
Stockholm, Sweden.

Nya Bokcafeet, Box 
Stockholm.

CANADA
Black Cat Press, PO Box 1 1261, Edmont
on, Alberta.

PUBLISHED
PRESS
We can give full trade terms - plus 
postage - on these titles:

DENMARK 
Aarhus: Regnbuen Anarklst Bogcafe,
MelJIgade 49, 9000 Aarhus.

Libertarian Socialist Organisation, PO 
Box 268. Mount Gravatt, Central 4122.

TASMANIA
Bill Graham, PO Box 70, Mowbray
Heights, Launceston 7250, Tasmania.

Friends,
Our deficit funds are in a quite 
desperate plight - our targets are 
the minimum we need in order to 
survive. We were hoping for at least 
£1000 and £750 by the end of 
June. We are £370 and £300 short 
of that — in other words we need 
around £670 in one week to put 
our targets back on schedule. Please 
help us to survive to further the 
cause of anarchism. Please give as 
generously as you can.

DISTRIBUTED BY FREEDOM
PRESS — We can give full trade 
terms (plus postage) on these titles 
also.

NEW SOUTH WALES 
Freedom, K153 Haymarket, Sydney
2000.

Jura 800*1 — an anarchist bookinop.
417 Kins St. Newtown, NSW 2042
Everything Collective — put out an 
anarchofeminnt magazine. Box 131. 
Holme Building. Sydney University. 
Sydney. NSW

Bakunin and Nechaev by Paul 
Avrich. Study of significant episode. 
Pamphlet 50p (21 p).

Daybreak Bookshop, PO Box 5425, 
Dunedin.

Dunedin Anarchists. Box 6227. Dunedin. 
New Zealand

Jaroslav Hasek: The Good Soldier 
Svejk and his Fortunes In the World 
War (725pp ppr) £3.50 (95p) 
Sir Cecil Parrott: The Bad Bohemian: 
The extraordinary life of Jaroslav 
Hasek (296pp ppr) £2.95 (50p) 
Wilhelm Reich: The Function of

translation of classic text. Pamphlet I the Orgasm (400pp ppr) 
?5pl21p). £5.95 (95p)
ABC of Anarchism by Alexander ’Howard Zinn: A People's History 
Berkman. Classic text. Pamphlet | of the United States (614pp ppr) 
£1.50 (33p).

Fighting the Revolution Three stu
dies of revolutionary leaders — 
Nestor Makhno, Buenaventura Dur- 
ruti, Emiliano Zapata. Pamphlet 
75p (21p).
Illustrated catalogue available.

FRANCE 
Union des Trivillleurs Communistei 
Libertaires. Write to Editions ‘L’ (with 
no other mention) BP ^33. 75525 Paris.

FREEDOM Collective would wel
come any readers who wish to help 
fold and despatch the paper. The 
next issue will be sent out on Thurs
day 14th July, starting at around 
6pm. This is also a good time to 
come in and meet the editors. 
FREEDOM also needs your written 
contributions and any graphics or 
photographs readers feel would be 
useful to us. Copy deadline for 
short items for the next issue is 
first post, Monday 11th July, longer 
articles in by first post,Thursday 7th

POLAND 
Plotrak Betlejewskl, ige 22, Ulpolnana 
30/37, 08 402, Plock. Poland.

£6.00 (95p) 
’Randolph Bourne: The Radical 
Will: Selected Writings 1911-1918 
(Ed by Olaf Hansen). (548pp ppr) 

£5.95 (95p) 
’Emma Goldman: Woman Suffrage 
(16ppppr) £0.25 (16p)
’Richard Drinnon: Rebel in Para
dise: A Biography of Emma Gold
man (ppr) £7.95 (95p)
Hermia Oliver: The International 
Anarchist Movement in Late Vic
torian London (176pp cloth) 

£13.95 (65p) 
’Burnett Bolloten: The Spanish 

’Fredy Perlman: Anti-Semitism I Revolution: The Left and the 
and the Beirut Pogrom. (16pp ppr) Struggle for Power during the Civil 

£0.75 (21 p | war (664pp ppr) £10.00 (£2.00) 
---------------- : International Black

list 1983: An Anti-Authoritarian 
Directory (140pp ppr) £3.00 (39p) 
’----------------: Free Spirits: Anais
of the Insurgent Imagination. An 
anthology from the Counter Culture 
Press (223pp ppr) £7.50 (95p) 
’Peter Arshinov: History of the 
Makhnovist Movement 1918-1921 
(284pp ppr) £3.50 (60p)
’Voline: The Unknown Revolution 
(717pp ppr) £6.00 (£1.30)
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IN FAVOUR OF 
THE DEATH PENALTY

REVIEW 
Commonweal 
Blacklist 
Arthur Moyse

partiots law-and-order authoritar
ians and the low-brow masses. It 
has even been suggested that, should 
a referendum on capital punishment 
ever be staged, anarchists should 
perform their function as an appen
dage of the general 'left' by laying 
down their arms and taking part in 
the vote. For surely we must do all

Thursday, 7 July 
Friday, 8 July

It is true to say that the end of this 
particular economic recession will 
mark the end of the illusion of the 
traditional workers movement. 
Transparently the Trade Unions 
and the labour movement are mere 
accommodators of the continuing 
re-modification and retrenchment 
of capitalism while the myth of 
their radical opposition has Jjeen 
perpetuated both by the represen
tatives of the institutions of the 
labour movement and the ideologues 
of its history. Their veritable history 
however has been one of miserable 
defeat and the fragmentation and 
destruction of the spirit of resist
ance.

It is also still true that produc
tion, this particular aspect of society 
is the aim of society in general. 
Whoever dominates it therefore 
dominates and controls everything. 
It is through this that the real 
domination of capitalists over 
society is achieved, and it is through 
their potential command over 
production that the power of the 
workers is expressed. So, the point 
of production is pivotal: it is the 
point of the frontal clash between 
capital as power and any counter
power. It is the key to the destruc
tion of the capitalist project and 
any attempt to re-create society.

From this it follows that the 
first task in the destabilisation of 
power is the radical separation of 
the working class from the left and 
TU's, from the workers movement, 
its traditions and history. It is the 
end of the line for the history of 
representation, the strategic form 
for the immediate future must be 
the creation of a movement for 
Autonomy.

The traditional anarchist move
ment with its ideological baggage 
from the 19th century and its 
appeal to 'humanitarian' impulses 
which correspond to those of 
Oxfam and the RSPCA and its 
tedious repetition of statements 
of the obvious, cannot provide the 
analytical vigour nor (because it is 
peripheral) directly sustain or gen
erate an attack on the monstrous 
nature of power as it exists in the 
metropolis of modern capitalist 
society. If the anarchists are to pull 
themselves from the gutter of 
political insignificance they must 
help develop flexible forms and 
strategies for subversion of produc
tion which are more difficult or 
impossible to be re-appropriated by 
capital and the state in the way that 
traditional forms have been.

REPORTS
Welsh Anarchist
Federation 
Greece
In Brief

The election of a Tory Govern
ment with a very large majority has 
reawakened the debate on the 
restoration of the death penalty. 
The battle-lines are clearly drawn 
with the forces of good and light — 
progressive liberals, reformist social
ists, high-minded intellectuals — 
ranged against the forces of evil 
and darkness — right-wing Tory

committed.
And yet the reintroduction of 

this measure would be no more 
than the logical consequence of any 
judicial system based on punish
ment and revenge against those who 
dare transgress the law (just as police 
brutality is an intrinsic part of any 
police force) — a system which is 
based, with most people's whole
hearted approval, on locking people 
away in inhumane conditions for 
long periods of time in order to 
'rehabilitate' them and teach them 
not to do it again. It is in fact 
arguable whether being jailed for 
life is preferable to being put to 
death. Some inmates in American 
prisons think not, and have gone so 
far as to demand their own ex
ecutions.

Not having a death penalty has 
not stopped murders in police 
custody, suicides in jail, the death 
of Irish Republican hunger-strikers, 
dead demonstrators, and having it 
again will not save murder victims 
or those killed in Northern Ireland. 

No, the argument will come to 
rest on moral grounds and finally 
be defended by the 'sanctity' of 
life argument. To hear our polit
icians who support a warfare state 
(such as Michael Heseltine, the 
Minister of Defence) decry judicial 
execution merely highlights their 
hypocrisy. Much like a nation of 
Pontius Pilates, they seem to wish 

we can to stop this great evil being to wash their hands of the barbar

powerful leaders, and this may be 
expected to become the central 
policy for the rest of the year.

Such a strategy suits the radical 
movement, which has recently been 
taking increasingly ambitious direct 
action against bases where new 
missiles or more missiles are planned. 
The next major demonstration in 
this programme is at Greenham 
Common next week, when women 
will attempt to blockade the planned 
Cruise base for the whole week. As 
at Upper Heyford a month ago, the 
five days have been assigned to 
various regions, as follows:

Scotland and 
International 

Wales, Ireland 
South-West 

London

South-East
North and 

Midlands
Once more, this demonstration 

will be highly illegal and strictly 
non-violent. Demonstrators have 
again been asked so far as possible 
to come in organised groups and to 
have some previous training. And 
they must of course be self-suffic
ient and should be prepared to 
demonstrate for 24 hours, from 
& m to 6am. Following the prec
edent of Upper Heyford, mass 
arrests are again expected, and 
everyone will be watching closely 
to see whether the attendance and 
commitment continue to increase 
in the new political situation. 

Meanwhile there are several 
conventional demonstrations. Mid-

ities that their social system has 
created and portray themselves as 
civilised and oh, so very moral.

And yet, at first glance paradox
ically, I and many other anarchists 
would not deny ourselves the right 
to 'kill'. We do not need the pre
tence of a judicial system mandated 
by the people or by command from 
Parliament to put into action our 
revolutionary justice. In the end we 
must trust ourselves, in the arro
gance of our own beliefs, to see us 
through those times of upheaval, 
when we are forced to fight for our 
lives and to end other lives. For we 
believe in the death penalty. It is 
our final sanction against those who 
would oppress us. It is the state 
we do not believe in, and its death 
penalty that we see as grotesque 
and as abhorrent as the edifice 
of laws/police/judges/executioners 
that it will sit on.

All the people who voted, for 
whichever party, elected this govern
ment, for they agreed to the rules 
of the game and played for keeps. 
It is not for us to tell them who to 
vote for but to show them there is 
no need to play the game. It will 
not be our job to ask them to vote 
against the death penalty. It is up 
to us to show them we can live 
without any laws, 'good' or 'bad' 
ones, for while they exist there can 
be no justice.

I The nuclear disarmament movement 
is in a difficult position following 
the General Election. It failed to 
make its activity an election issue, 
since most people vote according 
to party rather than specific policy. 
The Conservative Party has always 
been in favour of nuclear weapons, 
even at the cost of reducing other 
arms. The Labour Party has always 
been in favour of nuclear weapons 
in practice, whatever it says in 
theory, and Labour Governments 
have been no different from Conser
vative Governments. (Attlee began 
the British Bomb, Wilson maintained 
Polaris, Callaghan improved it.) The 
Liberal and Social Democratic 
Alliance is divided, and would 
probably behave like the others.

The only entry of the so-called 
'defence' issue into the election 
campaign was as one more way the 
Conservative Party and the media 
could discredit the Labour Party 
for being officially unilateralist. No 
doubt most supporters of the 
nuclear disarmament movement 
supported Labour, and many cam
paigned for Labour candidates, so 
the movement in general shares 
the disappointment of the Labour 
defeat. After all, only a small 
minority of the population opposes 
the British Bomb and the North 
Atlantic alliance, with American 
nuclear bases in this country.

But a small majority opposes the 
installation of new missiles into this 
country, whether the British Trident 
or the American Cruise. The nuclear 
disarmament movement is therefore 
tempted to campaign only on this 
issue, and to advocate not nuclear 
disarmament but a nuclear freeze. 
This is already being recommended 
by some of its most popular and

summer Day has just been celebrated 
at several places in several ways. 
The Greenham Common blockade 
begins on Independence Day, which 
commemorates the Declaration of 
Independence of the American 
Colonies against British rule in 
1776, and this will be celebrated 
at several places in several ways, 
with a Declaration of Independence 
of the British people against Amer
ican bases. On Saturday, 16 July, 
a human chain is planned between 
the American and Russian Embassies 
in London. Demonstrators will 
assemble in Hyde Park at 1pm, 
form the chain at 2pm, and have a 
peace picnic at 3.30

But the nuclear disarmament 
movement is just as active in other 
countries, and in particular there 
will be a major demonstration at the 
planned Cruise base at Comiso in 
Sicily on 22/24 July. This is being 
organised by the local Coordin- 
amento Leghe Autogestite (which 
was described by Jean Weir in 
FREEDOM on 15 Jana ry) and is 
being supported by political and 
youth groups in many parts of Italy. 
Unlike the recent direct action 
demonstrations in Britain, but like 
the Direct Action Committee and 
Committee of 100 demonstrations 
20 and 25 years ago. This will be 
not a mere blockade but a mass 
occupation of the base, and a large 
international presence is important. 
Further details will be published in 
the next issue of FREEDOM, but 
the British contact address is the 
Brixton League Against the Cruise 
Missile Base at Comiso, c/o 121 
Bookshop, 121 Railton Road, 
London SE24.
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