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help fold and despatch the paper. 
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the editors.
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After a break of some eight months, 
former members of the Black Star Coll­
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•Black Star’. No 1, Vol 2 should be 
out In the autumn.
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This time it was harder. This 
time it meant going to work in

ing, till they have reached a posi­
tion where they hobnob with
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authoritarian,
never failed to be jealous of the 
successful authoritarian, Stalin, and
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I that any anarcho-syndicalist could 
have told him — to say nothing 
of any anarchist who chooses 
to see no difference between 
anarcho-syndicalism and reformist 
trade unionism. This is not even 
a part of the dilemma facing 
every militant who wants to work 
towards a greater consciousness 
on the part of every worker: 
the question of how far you go in 
fighting for better conditions here 
and now without becoming so 
bogged down in the day-to-day 
struggle that you forget the even­
tual aim?

The mole reported in the Ob­
server ended up being more sym­
pathetic towards the employers 
than the unions — and disillusioned 
in the process. This was because 
he had been hooked on the con­
cept of political in-fighting in 
order to gain political advantage 
and through that, political power. 
It is a hopeless seduction to think 
that essentially reformist organis­
ations — political or industrial 
— can be 'taken over' to become 
organs of revolution and total 
change.

Two aspects militate against 
the concept:

One is that in the process of 
climbing the ladder to gain in­
fluence in the organisation you 
aim to control, you become corr­
upted yourself. The practice of 
manoeuvre, of stealthily winning 
points and advancing your cause 
little by little, just as surely, little 
by little, leads you into ways of 
thought and practice that take 
you over.

The second is that the organis­
ations are already in the hands 
of sharp-eyed politicos who can 
see you coming. The machinery 
of organisations which are worth 
taking over are already established,

The worst thing you can do in 
any war is to underestimate your 
opponent — and if you are fighting 
a class war in what is laughingly 
called a democracy it is even more 
dangerous, for dirty tricks and 
in-fighting are more the order 
of the day than straight confron­
tation.

On the surface the Trotsky­
ist tactic of 'boring from within', 
or 'Entryism' as it was officially 
called, was no more difficult than 
had been the Stalinist strategy 
of capturing the trades unions 
in the 1930s and 40s. Then, you 
simply had to be a better trade

they are already — as the Obser­
ver's mole found out — part of the 
problem.

As we said at the beginning, 
it is fatal to underestimate your 
opponent. Still worse is just not 
to recognise him in the first place! 
For anarchists, the issues are still 
clear: both those in power and 
those struggling to achieve it 
— by whatever means — are equ­
ally our enemies.

Every night there will be drunken 
brawls in the bars ahd cafes of 
Benidorm, Blackpool or any of a 
thousand similar places. The drink 
liberates an explosive frustration, 
which is the only authentic res­
ponse to the total domestication 
of leisure and the dissection of 
adventure which is so well ex­
pressed in that prim little word 
'holiday'.

The image of two weeks para­
dise sustains fifty weeks of ab­
ject tedium for the average worker. 
To a large extent the periodic 
festivals of Christmas and summer 
help to discipline the working 
year: 'doing without' in order to 
save for the holiday and banish­
ing the disappointments of an 
unsatisfactory life for the future 
delights, both sublimate immediate 
frustration. It is only when the 
reality shatters the image that 
the response becomes so violent. 
All the force fed images of soph­
istication can then get spewed up 
after a night on the booze.

For not only does capitalism 
circumscribe the conditions of our 
working lives, but it also colonises 
every second of every day of our 
lives. It necessarily compels us to 
produce and instrumentalises our 
non-working time by making it pro­
ductive of consumption. In order 
to feed its ever inceasing appetites 
and having saturated all traditional 
markets for commodities, capital 
invents more sophisticated commo­
dities and by implication creates 
new markets and then new space 
into which it can expand. These 
sophisticated commodities include 
the pre-packed, predictable, de­
limited imagery of holidays. In 
the holiday, everything is quant­
ified, everything is already known. 
There is no more adventure, some­
thing which implies the unknown 
and unpredictable, the unforeseen.

The simple seductivity of the 
images reveals the underlying truth 
that capital re-presents to us in 
a more disciplined manner — a 
real desire for pleasure. Thus 
happiness becomes a saleable 
commodity, and this is why it 
has a grip like a vice. It is this 
for which the 'holiday-maker' pays 
the money, these stupid illusions.

Jerry Rubin said, 'A society 
which abolishes all adventure makes 
the abolition of that society the 
only adventure possible.' Let's go.

| end of town, go to the same tail­
ors as the bosses and but for their
carefully maintained working class
accents, are identical with the
bosses in their responsibility for the
running of the works. Well oiled,
and not about to tolerate sand
in the works.

Middle class militants may fal­
sify their job application forms
and maybe fool the Personnel
Officers — but they won't fool
the fulltime trade union repre­
sentatives. They can smell pinkos 
a mile off.

In the current hoo-ha about
the sacking of alleged 'militants'
for falsification of application
forms, we have not yet seen it
spelt out as to how the investi­
gation began, how the cover was
blown. Surely it can't have been
as easy as the Sun newspaper
(if that's what it is) claimed:
*They never read the Sun; they
read the Guardian and talk about
conditions in Nicaragua.' (Tip
for any of our readers thinking
of moling their way into indust­
ry: read FREEDOM and fox
everybody!)

No, it is far more likely that
militant action on the shop floor
attracted the attention of local
trade union officials, one quiet
word led to another and, horror
of horrors, it was discovered that
some of these enthusiastic rank
and file unionists were over-qual­
ified for their jobs — like having
been to university!

One such mole told (or sold) I
his story to the Observer last week,
('I was a mole for the SWP'), and
after telling how he had helped
to fight for better conditions for
workers in a car factory (tho'
without raising their class con­
sciousness one iota) he said: I

'At the end of the day the trades
union structure was as big a stumbling | long in the tooth and ruthless; 
block to what we were trying to ach­
ieve as the management themselves.

'In fact, I ended up with a far great­
er loathing for the union than for
management. It was the trades unions
that used to get up my nose. The full- 
time officials never used to take the

to impugn their honesty — only | initiative on anything and when we
did come to a really important battle
over redundancy, they essentially sab­
otaged our attempt to fight the threat 
to the industry.

'And once you got involved in the
union you realised just what an undemo­
cratic organisation it was, how much
control the officials had. Probably
moro of my energy went into trying
to democratise the union than in fight­
ing the management.’

All this, of course, is something

oh then, the dictatorship of the 
proletariat could be introduced in 
correct Marxist terms, in line 
with the historic mission of the 
working class emancipating itself 
under the proper leadership, left­
wing deviationists could be dealt 
with as the Old Man himself had 
demonstrated and scientific mater­
ial determinism would do the rest.

Unhappily, determined material­
ism in the form of a capitalist 
class who had also read the books, 
struck back and within five years 
the Labour Party began the decline 
that hasn't finished yet.

Having decided that Labour was
unionist than anybody else, more I a nest of sitting ducks, and having 
dedicated, more willing to give diguised themselves with fine feath- 
of your time and before long you ers and seductive mating calls 
were a shop steward, a delegate, like 'The Right to Work!', quacked 
and in a position to push through from feather-lined nests of their 
resolutions in support of the own.

Friendship Soc- rised than the Entryists when 
iety, arrange exhibitions of Khazak half the Labour Party got up and 
stan dancing shoes and other flew away. And the other half 
matters of great moment for the stayed put and quacked back. 
British working class on its march This was not how it was supp- 
towards freedom and democracy osed to work at all. The soppy 
and the next Five Year Plan for social democrats were supposed 
more coal production in the Don to fall into the clutches ot the 
Basin. bolsheviks 'just like that', as Tom-

The Trotskyists, -followers of a rny Cooper (a comedian yet to 
failed authoritarian, themselves | appear in our letters page) would 

say.
But historical determinism was 

it was very much in the mode I not dead yet. Someone came up 
of 'anything you can do we can with the mysterious phrase 'Ex- 
do better' that one of the four tra-Parliamentary activity'. *What 
splinters after the crack-up of the does it mean?' everybody asked 
Revolutionary Communist Party in themselves and each other.
1948 decided that to get at the means anything you want it to
working class you had to go where mean' came the stern reply. And
the working class was gathered among the things someone wanted
in strength: the Labour Party, it to mean was to go where the
if you didn't know. workers were by another route.

To be fair, this must have seem- The fiendish ploy was to put 
ed a rather easier task in 1948 | moles into industry, 
than at almost any other time, 
for Labour was totally in control,
theoretically, of the state mach-1 factories like real workers. Clock- 
ine, the whole apparatus of gov­
ernment, the forces of law and

ing on at 7.45am for an eight 
o'clock start on the assembly line, 

order and the upper echelons I jockeying yourself into a position 
of British industry after the war. to become shop steward, arguing 
Nationalisation of basic industries with management and — finally 
was being rushed through (tho' — coming eyeball-to-eyeball with 
with compensation for share-hold- the trade union bosses. Which is 
ers); the egalitarianism of misery where the buck stops. For these 
was being held to through ration- are the real professionals.
ing (which in clothing meant Unlike the Labour Party, which 
dull uniformity) and conscription, can be led by graduates from the 
Five Year Plans were being laid London School of Economics, 
down and torn up with gay aban-1 renegade doctors, daughters of 
don, while clear-cut class war
was not being complicated by 
anybody singing 'Glad to be Gay'
or being militantly feminist or I their experience of all-in wrest- 
racist either way. Straight on ling) the trades unions are led 
for the Socialist State! by individuals who have them-

All the Entryists had to do selves clawed their way up from 
was to sneak into the Labour the factory floor, aided perhaps 

show themselves to be | by Catholic or Methodist teach- 
better social democrats than thou,
and the party with all its apparatus
of power and millions of votes I bosses, drive cars comparable to the 
would fall into their hands. Then, | boss’s, live at the comfortable
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Post-Keynsian economic theory 
may not be revolutionary, but at 
least it explains what's actually going 
on, and the power of the State to 
'fix' the level of production/unem-

theory, I can only say that, 'revolu­
tionaries' who do not understand 
the world will find their revolution­
ary activity will produce somewhat 
different results to the ones they 
expect.

Clearly ideology is what makes 
you want to bang your head against 
the wall instead of just climbing 
over it. Equally clearly, anarchists 
need to develop a far more 'scien-

Why is it that anarchist publications 
cast so little light on the issues 
involved in the oppression of gays?

The issues involved in sexism and 
racism are sometimes (though not 
often enough) discussed, yet those 
involved in 'sexualism' are rarely 
studied. Gay liberation is as import­
ant as, and an integral part of, 
heterosexual liberation, but most 
(straight) anarchists seem to regard 
gay liberation as a mere side issue, 
something that can wait till after 
the revolution, rather than an issue 
that must be resolved before any 
libertarian-socialist revolution

I feel it is about time to write to 
FREEDOM and clarify a few 
points about the Peace Convoy, 
for people who might have rec­
eived the wrong impression at 

recent Glastonbury Green

All signed articles reflect 
the opinion of the authors, 

not neoessarily those of 
the editorial collective.

What does it leave us? Well, 
as I see it, an irresolvable argu­
ment, which will carry on until 
we are all dead, either peacefully 
or violently. The only way the 
whole thing will be ended is by 
one or the other side being proved 
'right', and how is that going to 
happen? It's all empty rhetoric,)

lot to be desired, and it is for this 
Nason that I greatly distrust groups 
like the Campaign for Homosexual 
Equality (CHE), which are only 
seeking to make gays equal in 
present society, ie equally oppressed, 
instead of looking towards a society 
in which nobody is oppressed.

In order to have a totally classless 
society it is not only necessary to 
eliminate the division of labour, it 
is also necessary to rid ourselves of 
the 'division of love', that is, just 
as socfety today forces us all into 
certain well defined specialized 
roles with respect to work and thus

pacifists have no one to form 
defence committees for, and the 
non-pacifists have nothing to do 
but write 'blood and thunder' 
articles, instead of shooting, bomb­
ing, and generally having a good 
time.

causes the alienation of workers; so 
we are all expected to conform to 
particular roles according to our 
gender and informed exactly who 
to love. It is important that we 
bring everyone to recognise and 
respect love and affection mutually 
enjoyed by people where ever they 
find it. This is true gay liberation, 
not merely the changing of a few 
misbegotten laws, but a total change 
in the attitude of our comrades to 
us gays, how can one be totally free 
if still ruled by one's parents and 
grandparents archaic prejudices? 
Anthony Archer

We reserve the right to cut 
letters unless otherwise 

specified by the author.

The report from Clydeside brought I and bombing teams appear to 
back memories of the Glasgow | have gone off for their hols. So the 
Anarchist Communists in the years
after the First World War, of
Guy Aldred, Henry Sara and
Rose Witcop, and Emma Gold­
man's visit to Scotland. Aldred 
was a faithful educator of the 
working class and it is a great 
pity that his writings have been

8

wise). Capitalist profit is just the 
difference between

me think something is missing 
in a lot of heads? This barney 
between the pacifists and the 
others (what do you call non­
pacifists, anyway?— activists, vio- 
lencists — answers on postcards 
only to the usual address) has 
been going on for ever, and there 
seems no end in sight.

What is the point, anyway? 
There seems to be very little 
armed insurrection at the moment,

human being. You experience I communists have. Some collectives 
alienation precisely because your abolished 'money' internally, which 
body is carrying out someone meant that you went to the shoe 
else's orders. An analysis of the maker, he gave you a ticket, which 
talking and enforcement of social you took to the collective accoun- 
decisions provides the key to a | tant, who gave you another ticket 
true libertarian sociology.

When the pure 'communists'
have actually set up 'self-sufficient' 

The labour theory of value and] an act that some people do to | communes, run according to their 
the rest of it are pure fiction, with i
no relation to reality whatever. The] general level of economic technol-

gy is utterly irrelevent to this view.

stands any chance at all of succeed­
ing.

Many people pay lip service to 
the general idea of 'gay rights', but 
dissociate themselves personally 
from our struggle, and it is this lack 
of solidarity and true understanding 
which I feel will be so detrimental 
come the revolution. So many so- 
called socialists are only willing to 
put up with, or tolerate gays in 
their post-revolutionary society 
rather than welcome us with com­
plete acceptance.

Unfortunately, when it comes, 
down to politics most gays leave a

whichever of the two positions 
you take at their extremes, and
only shows that there isn't much
else to do but slag each other off.
Still, no doubt it keeps them hap­
py, and I suppose it's a fairly | the
harmless occupation, but a bit Gathering. We are not 'a load of 
boring for the rest of us who screaming drug-crazed morons', as 
don't play. | the police and media want you

to believe. Anyone who lives in 
a vehicle is part of the Peace 
Convoy; if there are more than 
two vehicles (or even more than 
one) travelling together, then you 
have a Peace Convoy, unless it's 
the armed forces of the state. 
Because of this, the authoritarian 
state is trying to remove all traces 
of us from the road.

In FREEDOM there is an art­
icle about Genocide in Papua, 
New Guinea; this article also 
mentions the Jews that were 
killed in the last war the World 
had; nobody ever mentions the 
Travellers and Gypsies that were

which you took back to the shoe 
maker, who gave you the shoes!
This was somehow supposed to be 
more efficient than paying as you

others, - an act of domination. The I principles, they've been a fucking I went along!
I disaster. The Italian anarchists in 

Argentina, Owen in New Harmony,
Subsistence farming can be carried I and several in Britain. Only White- 
on under either a feudal tyranny or ways survived more than a couple 

-operative. Industrial of years, and that by generous
low tech) | support and bequests from 'rich I tific' and critical attitude to their 

theory and a higher sensitivity to 
money the capacity for self-deception of

is a power relationship based ulti- I along with state controlled markets 
mately on force. in the N.E.P., can only be explained

It would clarify matters immensly by his authoritarian ideology, and 
if anarchists realised that the logical personal lust for power.
extension of this view is, that 'class' In recent times, Pol Pot abolished 
is determined by relationship to the city-life, money and the market­
power structure, rather than to the exchange of goods in Cambodia and 
means of production, as Marx the resultant chaos and panic killed 
fantasised. Exploitation is not a | nearly half the population.

Many anarcho-syndicalists in 
services in a Market, but of being I Spain had, in fact, the same Marxist

9.
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Hastings

We feel the contents of our Letters | 
page is getting very ragged and I 
would like to make the following I 
comments and requests: I
First: FREEDOM is not a comic I 
and we are getting a little tired I 
of receiving letters over the names I 
of dead comedians, however well-1 
loved. This is not to say we are I 
opposed to humour, satire, irony, I 
but we would prefer to know from I 
whom it is coming. I
Secondly: We would prefer to I 
print proper names and addresses. I 
If, for your own reasons, you do I 
not wish to be openly identified,! 
please ask for your name and I 
address to be withheld from pub-1 
lication, though we would still I 
like to print the town or county I 
or country from which you write. I 
If you must adopt a false name 
and address, please make it one 
by which you can be consistently 
known as a correspondent. Tot­
ally anonymous letters will tend 
to be ignored in future.
Thirdly: Please have a little con­
sideration for those who read 
your letters and have to type­
set them for printing. An inde­
cipherable scrawl is unlikely to | 
get past first base, so if at all 
possible write clearly with reason-1 
able space between the lines and | 
on one side of the paper — and j 
the same applies to typing, which I 
is of course much preferred.
Fourthly: We are more than a 
little tired of angry and personally 
abusive letters which make no 
attempt at rational argument and 
betray contempt for other points 
of view. It is for lively exchange 
of different opinions that we put 
your letters at the front of the 
paper, for we do think they are 
an important part of FREEDOM.

On the other hand, and as 
examples of what we don't want, 
we are holding three letters arising 
out of the current 'Class War' 
contoversy. Two of them are from 
class warriors telling everybody 
else to 'Fuck off!' — the third 
is from a working-class house- 
wife/mother/domestic slave telling 
them to 'Fuck off I'

We don't feel that we have any 
responsibility to present arguments 
at that level.

or Wahington DC, or ACT in 
Australia could call embassies and 
find out where anarchism is pro­
hibited. Our combined thousands 
on several continents would have 
some impact if followed con­
scientiously over several years. I 
myself try to buy from those 
countries listed in the Blacklist.

I shall have to remain anony­
mous, lest the Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA) decides to 
check and see if I have any cann­
abis.

Long live Anarchy!

FREEDOM
Editorial Collective

84b Whitechapel High St 
London E1

■ Gays and the Anarchist Press

1

Recent letters and your article onl nate our lives, were created by the
anti-ecology are only too right to State, not the other way round.
doubt the 'Anarchism' of recruits The State was created by military 
from the Peace, Feminist, Animal] force, not trade. 
Rights and Ecology movements.
One might well add rejects from the 
Marxist Parties to that list. -

The lack of 'libertarian influence'
in Britain today and the world is
directly related to the amount of I ployment by fixing the level of] question of exchanging goods and
time wasted in on meetings discus- demand. (Watch what Thatcher
sing 'Revolution through yoga, does, not what she says!) Only I under the domination of another | economic theory that the Anarcho- 
brown rice, matriachy, the plough- from a metaphysical marxist pers-| human being. You experience
ing up of London into self-sufficient pective can you make the market-
agricultural communes, and the place 'unclean' in itself. To the
abolition of work'. The dreadful 'fair exchange is no robbery', and
state of our movement is living money is just pure exchange value.
proof that Marxist economic theory It's very difficult for Marxists to
plus militant liberalism do not] appreciate the fundamental liber-
produce even a glimmer of honest] tarian view that exploitation is a
libertarian understanding. sociological/political relationship,

LIIlli

T.he article about the demo in 
Sicily was good, with one ex­
ception: the anti-drug paranoia. 
Surely libertarians should believe 
in the freedom to use drugs or 
not as one chooses. Freedom is 
the foundation of anarchist phil­
osophy. It is only forced drugging 
(such as practised against those 
in mental prisons) that we should 
be opposed to. 

On a different subject, how
about a boycott of products from I gassed and shot (over 800,000) 
those countries where anarchist for wanting to be free and live 
propaganda and organising are | peace.

Now the same is happening 
again. The authorities feel that 
I, and people like me, who live 
in a bus, can be stopped, harassed, 
searched and put to any incon­
venience they feel is necessary 
in order to intimidate and control. 
Orwell's Nineteen Eighty-Four is 
Here and Now.

Just before I left the farm 
where the Green Gathering was 
held I was asked when I was going 
home. 'My home' is my bus, like 
many other minority people, I'm 
here to stay, and only extermin­
ation will make me go away.

Bonzo

neglected. It may be opening myself to
Your editorial remark about a charge of liberalism and the 

the 'point of production' is indeed tearing off of my badges (you 
very much to the point. And it know, black flag, circle A, etc), 
brings me to asking - what has but isn’t there a big soggy grey 
happened to the syndicalists? It area in which a lot of us dwell? 
would seem from your pages that I suppose I can be as good a paci- 
the old working-class anarchist fist as the next person, until it 
movement has disappeared. It comes to a situation where vio- 
would be a good thing to hear lence presents itself. Since I assume 
from some of the old hands, we are talking about state violence, 
The young workers of today and not the Saturday night chuck­
can learn a lot from their exper- ing-out time punch-up, not many 
iences. | of us on a day-to-day basis exper­

ience it in this country, so we
can afford the luxury of pacifism.
Secondly, I'm as good an insurr­
ectionary as the next, but at the
moment I can't see much point
in digging up my cleverly concealed illegal? One comrade in London,

I know it's the 'silly season'for the I Sherman tank and motoring off
rest of the country, but hasn't down to the dole office to start 
our one gone on a bit long? Is the end of civilisation as we know
it my natural arrogance that makes ] it. For one thing, have you seen

the price of ammunition at the
moment?

fundamental problem of Economic 
theory and activity is the 'economic' 
allocation of scarce resources (the 
more 'value' you wish to attributel a village
to human work the more 'scarce' production (high or 
it must become), not pretending under a boss or a direct-democracy I anarchists'.
that scarcity doesn't exist, a la co-op/collective. When Lenin abolished
Bookchin. One key point is that a brick and the exchange of goods in the | human mind. To those who dislike

In the real world, prices are layer will feel entirely different market he produced mass starvation;
determined by supply and demand, about building a wall for a boss or death and chaos. One of the Kron-
Objects don't have an inherent eco- the State than he/she will feel\ stadtdemandswasfortherestora-
nomic value at all, (labour or other-| about doing exactly the same task tion of the open markets, where

in a libertarian society ... exactly peasants and workers could ex­
production the difference between rape and | change goods directly. That Lenin

sts and sales income. The joint- making love. The essence of liber- felt it necessary to re-introduce
tarian thought is that exploitation capitalist one-man management

Hl

&
Alain Smith

TURKEY

THE EEC ITALY
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DRUGS 
AND 
ANIMAL 
TESTING

Paolo Finzi
Editrice A, Milan.

because it is more widespread, more 
inequitable, causes local unemploy­
ment by shifting capital abroad,

import controls) are the symptom, 
not the cause, of ideological orient-

*AII this is directly contrary 
to the true interest of man­
kind. All this must be un­
learned before we begin to 
be wise! (William Godwin: 
Enquiry Concerning Polit­
ical Justice, 1793.)

UM
liliiil

David Isiorho (FREEDOM 18 June) 
is wrong to suggest that calls for 
Britain to quit 'Europe' (the EEC) 
and for import controls from abroad 
are 'racist'. They are not in them-

from Brussels (or Washington) is far 
worse.

Mass-marketed goods from over­
seas are a product of the inter­
national capitalist system centred in

may sometimes be a result of chau- 
vanism.

The EEC is the culmination of 
the current state-of-the-art in west­
ern capitalism, and rich nation 
states. It is, in effect, the civilian 
form of NATO. To be ruled from

joining the EEC, Britain had more 
British) capitalism, if only | links with countries in Asia and 

Africa; after joining, these links 
were reduced or cut, and greater 
links established instead with other

and requires greater exploitation I 'white countries', including those 
and repression. outside Europe (eg. Australia). The

Such calls (to quit Europe, or for | same may be said of cultural and 
other links, and for other member 
states of the EEC.

ations: the cause of the right and I Bunn Nagara

for the lesser evil in a bad world. It 
is unhelpful to confuse the two.

Finally, how 'racialist' can a 
policy be when it specifically rejects 
membership of a club (the EEC) 
made up mostly of rich and power-

the west. They are not produced by | ful nation states of white peoples? 
In fact, the reverse is much more 
plausible: racialists would be more 
inclined to band together with 
other 'white countries' and thus 
isolate the weak and poor nations 
of the Third World. Trade figures

sented by unions, etc. International | for example show that, before 
£5 million a year to a staggering I capitalism is worse than national
£2,000 million! Prescriptions have | (eg. 
increased by about 150 million. 
The 1977 General Household Sur­
vey, carried out by the Govern­
ment's statistical office, revealed 
that 56 per cent of all men and
70 per cent of women suffered 
from chronic health problems.10
Quite simply, the NHS is being 
bled white by the pharmaceutical

would also expect the demand 
for drugs to fall as people became 
healthier. Neither is the case. 
The NHS drug bill has risen from

In a National Opinion Poll con­
ducted in August 1982,1 50 per 
cent of those questioned app­
roved of experiments on animals 
for medical purposes. This was 
in contrast to the 82 per cent 
who disapproved of experiments 
involving the deliberate infliction 
of pain. We therefore have to 
ask why people who would nor­
mally oppose vivisection make 
an exception in the case of med­
ical experiments and whether these 
experiments are really of any 
benefit to mankind.

The moral justification of med­
ical experiments on animals can 
be stated as follows: that the pain 
inflicted on the few (animals) 
is outweighed by the benefits 
to the many (people). George 
Bernard Shaw argued that animal 
experimentation should be thought 
wrong whatever the advantages 
may be. However, this argument 
sounds uncounvincing to people 
who have been led to believe 
modern medical science will one 
day rid us of all diseases and 
even confer immortality upon us.

The most common defence of 
medical experiments on animals 
is that we need them to test new 
drugs for safety. This makes two 
assumptions: that the results of 
animal experiments are translatable 
to humans and that we need the 
new drugs.

The reactions between humans 
and animals differ widely. Peni­
cillin, probably the most useful 
drug we have, would never have

Chimpanzee inoculated with Syphilis for 
research purposes.

- - ■■■■ ■ ■ 1 ——I ■ ■ ■ ■ I statement as yet from the Mini­
stry of Justice which was hand­
ling the case. This means that 
both Photis and Kiriakos Miras 
are now on the run. It may also 
be noted that the Greek authori­
ties have now been spared the 
possible embarrassment of having 
an anarchist martyr on their hands 
while forcing him to remain 
underground. Should either of our 
comrades decide to become overtly 
active again the police will no 
doubt be only too happy to re­
arrest them, or are we being too 
paranoid?

that of the left remain quite differ­
ent. The right tends to be racialist, 
and if they indulge in these and 
similer slogans, then they are likely 
to be expressing more deeply-held

selves chauvanistic, though they | racialist sentiments. The left tend
to prefer better employment
opportunities in Britain to exploit­
ation of cheap labour abroad (if 
only in the short term, prior to the 
revolution), and if they use similer 
slogans, it is likely to be an expres­
sion of their deeper-held preference | suddenly attacked our comrades 

who were peacefully sitting down. 
After this police attack in which 
many comrades were beaten up 
and two were arrested and re­
leased after one week, most com­
rades left Comiso.

The 'mass occupation' of the 
Magliocco Airport — to which the 
comrades of the 'Leghe Auto- 
gestite' called comrades from all 
over the world — remained a 
slogan, nothing more. A debate 
is going on about this issue within 
our movement here in Italy, and 
a critical report of Comiso's failed 
'mass-occupation' will be published 
in the next issue of our review.

We think that the differnce 
between 'several thousand' and the 
actual 300 is too great and needs 
to be corrected in FREEDOM.

Thousands of political prisoners 
in Turkey's military prisons have 
been on hunger strike against 
prison conditions since July 7. 
The action has already claimed 
two lives, Irfan Ornek and M 
Solmaz. Both died after being 
tortured by the prison authori­
ties to get them to quit the strike. 
Hundreds of prisoners are report­
ed to be in hospital, some in a 
coma, and others are refusing 
medical attention.

The authorities are doing every­
thing in their power to break the 
strike, now that it is reaching 
a critical stage where successive 
deaths could occur. Fasting prison­
ers are systematically being re­
moved from their cells and tor­
tured and their screams are broad­
cast over the prison PA system.

The action originally comprised 
some 2,500 prisoners in Istanbul's 
military prisons: Metris (the largest), 
Sultanahmet. Kabakoz and the

In the editorial we read that, 
'Last weekend (22nd to 24th 
July) in Sicily, several thousand 
people attempted to occupy the 
Magliocco Airport. . . .' The truth 
is that around 300 comrades went 
to Comiso and took part in the two 
peaceful demonstrations in front 
of the Magliocco airport which 
took place on Friday 22nd July 
and Saturday afternoon, 23rd July. 
At 9pm on the Saturday police

notorious Sagmakilar which has After thirty days on hunger strike 
recently been converted into a Photis Danatos (s&e FREEDOM 
single and double cell prison Vol 44 No 13/14) was transferred 
and is reserved for especially to a civilian hospital. A couple of 
troublesome political prisoners and days later he managed to escape 
the top leaders of various parties with the help of two comrades 
and groups. (as did Kropotkin many years

The prisoners' demands centre ago). After an initial flurry of 
around the refusal to wear prison activity the police have taken a 
clothing, their refusal to submit | low profile. There has been no 
to military disciplinary measures
such as saluting officers, singing 
militaristic and fascist marches, etc.
They are demanding an end to 
torture, beatings and bans on 
visitors, access to lawyers, news­
papers, books, pens and paper. 
They want the abolition of the 
isolation cell system and a return 
to the ward system.

There are conflicting reports 
that the hunger strikes in Istanbul 
may have ended. But there is 
evidence that they have in fact 
spread to other towns such as 
Izmir, Ankara and Erzurum.

ii i'liijijii

£120 million a year on persuad­
ing doctors to prescribe their 
products.11 This is nothing how­
ever,
in putting right the enormous 
damage drugs cause.

The results of tests on animals 
lack scientific validity when applied 
to humans. The fact that it is 
widely believed the safety of 
new drugs can be ensured by 
animal-testing despite cases such as 
Thalidomide, which was tested on 
animals for 7 years, is a tribute 
to drug industry propaganda. The 
Government's Committee on Safe­
ty of Medicines, which approves 
all drugs in Britain, recently stated: 
'The public which demands medi­
cal progress must be prepared to 
accept that modern drugs pre­
sent some risk/ Are we prepared 
to accept as 'some risk' drugs 
such as the pain-killer Opren, 
which is believed to have caused 
65 deaths and adverse reactions 
in 4,000 others in this country 
alone? This drug was approved 

it had already been

been made available if the results 
of tests on guinea-pigs had been 
taken as conclusive, because peni­
cillin is highly poisonous to them.
Rabbits can eat deadly nightshade 
but it can kill humans. Some ani­
mals react in different ways from 
others. For example, morphine 
depresses rats and dogs but stim­
ulates cats, goats and horses.

Sir George Pickering, Regius 
Professor of Medicine at Oxford
University, said: 'The idea as I 
understand it, is that fundamen­
tal truths are revealed in labora­
tory experimentation on lower 
animals and are then applied to 
the problems of the sick patient.
Having been myself trained as a 
physiologist, I feel in a way com­
petent to assess such a claim.
It is plain nonsense.'2 Putting 
it simply, would you take medi­
cine meant for your dog?

Do we need the new drugs? 
This question was answered over
20 years ago by Dr Walter Modell 
of Cornell University, 'one of
America's foremost drug experts',
who said: 'When will they realise
there are too many drugs? ... 
We simply don't have enough
diseases to go around.’3 A medical | although

banned in Canada, Australia and 
New Zealand.12

The reason why we have medi­
cal experiments on animals, as

industry which has a vested int- i we|l as other typej of experi- 
erest in ensuring that this un- ments, was explained by John 
healthy nation stays unhealthy. Bryant in his book Fettered King- 
The drug industry spends around | doms-. 'I would like to eat, wash 

in, inhale, drink, wear, or in some 
other way use a certain substance 
(which the human race has sur-

to what the NHS spends | vived without, or with, for mill­
ions of years), but I am frightened 
what nasty effect that substance 
will have on me. Therefore, I 
will try it out on someone weaker 
than myself who cannot object 
or refuse, so that if that someone 
screams, becomes ill, or dies, 
then I know not to use that sub­
stance. That is cowardice!'
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commission, nominated by Presi­
dent Allende of Chile in 1972,
found that there were about•
two dozen drugs of proven ther­
apeutic value.4 Yet there are now 
around 205,000 drugs on the
market world-wide!5 Even the
World Health Organisation, which
is heavily financed by the USA,
the top drug-exporting country,
recommended in 1977 that only
220 drugs should be considered 
essential.6

So we are in a situation where 
we are inundated by drugs we
don't need, tested by methods 
which are dangerously inaccurate.
It has been estimated that in
Britain alone, there are between
10,000 and 15,000 drug-induced
deaths every year, more than in 
road accidents. There are also
around one million people suffer­
ing from adverse drug reactions.7

Defenders of vivisection often 
claim that the major infectious 
diseases that were prevalent at the
turn of the century were virtually
wiped out thanks to drugs and 
vaccines developed on animals.
However, a study of the statistics 
for these diseases reveals that
mortality rates were declining be­
fore the relevant drugs were deve­
loped. For example, tuberculosis
and pneumonia were the biggest
killers in 1900, streptomycin and
isoniazid, used to treat TB, were
made available in 1950, but have
achieved no new fall in the death
rate. Sulphonamide, developed in
1935, and other antibiotics which
followed, have been similarly in­
effective in reducing the number
of deaths due to pneumonia.
In fact, death rates for pneumonia
in the US actually rose between
1950 and 1970.® For more than
a century, analysis of disease
trends has shown that the environ­
ment is the primary determinant
of the state of general heajth of | Whitehall is bad enough; to be ruled 
any population. Epidemics are
largely unaffected by medical inter­
vention.9

If drugs were really good for
us, one would expect the British 
people to be a lot healthier now
than they were in 1948, when the I worker cooperatives; they are 
National Health Service began, controlled by western industrialists 
with free treatment for all. One | exploiting cheap labour overseas, or 

by local industrialists often more 
exploitative of indiginous labour, 
with child labour, workers unrepre-
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Post-Keynsian economic theory 
may not be revolutionary, but at 
least it explains what's actually going 
on, and the power of the State to 
'fix' the level of production/unem-

theory, I can only say that, 'revolu­
tionaries' who do not understand 
the world will find their revolution­
ary activity will produce somewhat 
different results to the ones they 
expect.

Clearly ideology is what makes 
you want to bang your head against 
the wall instead of just climbing 
over it. Equally clearly, anarchists 
need to develop a far more 'scien-

Why is it that anarchist publications 
cast so little light on the issues 
involved in the oppression of gays?

The issues involved in sexism and 
racism are sometimes (though not 
often enough) discussed, yet those 
involved in 'sexualism' are rarely 
studied. Gay liberation is as import­
ant as, and an integral part of, 
heterosexual liberation, but most 
(straight) anarchists seem to regard 
gay liberation as a mere side issue, 
something that can wait till after 
the revolution, rather than an issue 
that must be resolved before any 
libertarian-socialist revolution

I feel it is about time to write to 
FREEDOM and clarify a few 
points about the Peace Convoy, 
for people who might have rec­
eived the wrong impression at 

recent Glastonbury Green

All signed articles reflect 
the opinion of the authors, 

not neoessarily those of 
the editorial collective.

What does it leave us? Well, 
as I see it, an irresolvable argu­
ment, which will carry on until 
we are all dead, either peacefully 
or violently. The only way the 
whole thing will be ended is by 
one or the other side being proved 
'right', and how is that going to 
happen? It's all empty rhetoric,)

lot to be desired, and it is for this 
Nason that I greatly distrust groups 
like the Campaign for Homosexual 
Equality (CHE), which are only 
seeking to make gays equal in 
present society, ie equally oppressed, 
instead of looking towards a society 
in which nobody is oppressed.

In order to have a totally classless 
society it is not only necessary to 
eliminate the division of labour, it 
is also necessary to rid ourselves of 
the 'division of love', that is, just 
as socfety today forces us all into 
certain well defined specialized 
roles with respect to work and thus

pacifists have no one to form 
defence committees for, and the 
non-pacifists have nothing to do 
but write 'blood and thunder' 
articles, instead of shooting, bomb­
ing, and generally having a good 
time.

causes the alienation of workers; so 
we are all expected to conform to 
particular roles according to our 
gender and informed exactly who 
to love. It is important that we 
bring everyone to recognise and 
respect love and affection mutually 
enjoyed by people where ever they 
find it. This is true gay liberation, 
not merely the changing of a few 
misbegotten laws, but a total change 
in the attitude of our comrades to 
us gays, how can one be totally free 
if still ruled by one's parents and 
grandparents archaic prejudices? 
Anthony Archer

We reserve the right to cut 
letters unless otherwise 

specified by the author.

The report from Clydeside brought I and bombing teams appear to 
back memories of the Glasgow | have gone off for their hols. So the 
Anarchist Communists in the years
after the First World War, of
Guy Aldred, Henry Sara and
Rose Witcop, and Emma Gold­
man's visit to Scotland. Aldred 
was a faithful educator of the 
working class and it is a great 
pity that his writings have been

8

wise). Capitalist profit is just the 
difference between

me think something is missing 
in a lot of heads? This barney 
between the pacifists and the 
others (what do you call non­
pacifists, anyway?— activists, vio- 
lencists — answers on postcards 
only to the usual address) has 
been going on for ever, and there 
seems no end in sight.

What is the point, anyway? 
There seems to be very little 
armed insurrection at the moment,

human being. You experience I communists have. Some collectives 
alienation precisely because your abolished 'money' internally, which 
body is carrying out someone meant that you went to the shoe 
else's orders. An analysis of the maker, he gave you a ticket, which 
talking and enforcement of social you took to the collective accoun- 
decisions provides the key to a | tant, who gave you another ticket 
true libertarian sociology.

When the pure 'communists'
have actually set up 'self-sufficient' 

The labour theory of value and] an act that some people do to | communes, run according to their 
the rest of it are pure fiction, with i
no relation to reality whatever. The] general level of economic technol-

gy is utterly irrelevent to this view.

stands any chance at all of succeed­
ing.

Many people pay lip service to 
the general idea of 'gay rights', but 
dissociate themselves personally 
from our struggle, and it is this lack 
of solidarity and true understanding 
which I feel will be so detrimental 
come the revolution. So many so- 
called socialists are only willing to 
put up with, or tolerate gays in 
their post-revolutionary society 
rather than welcome us with com­
plete acceptance.

Unfortunately, when it comes, 
down to politics most gays leave a

whichever of the two positions 
you take at their extremes, and
only shows that there isn't much
else to do but slag each other off.
Still, no doubt it keeps them hap­
py, and I suppose it's a fairly | the
harmless occupation, but a bit Gathering. We are not 'a load of 
boring for the rest of us who screaming drug-crazed morons', as 
don't play. | the police and media want you

to believe. Anyone who lives in 
a vehicle is part of the Peace 
Convoy; if there are more than 
two vehicles (or even more than 
one) travelling together, then you 
have a Peace Convoy, unless it's 
the armed forces of the state. 
Because of this, the authoritarian 
state is trying to remove all traces 
of us from the road.

In FREEDOM there is an art­
icle about Genocide in Papua, 
New Guinea; this article also 
mentions the Jews that were 
killed in the last war the World 
had; nobody ever mentions the 
Travellers and Gypsies that were

which you took back to the shoe 
maker, who gave you the shoes!
This was somehow supposed to be 
more efficient than paying as you

others, - an act of domination. The I principles, they've been a fucking I went along!
I disaster. The Italian anarchists in 

Argentina, Owen in New Harmony,
Subsistence farming can be carried I and several in Britain. Only White- 
on under either a feudal tyranny or ways survived more than a couple 

-operative. Industrial of years, and that by generous
low tech) | support and bequests from 'rich I tific' and critical attitude to their 

theory and a higher sensitivity to 
money the capacity for self-deception of

is a power relationship based ulti- I along with state controlled markets 
mately on force. in the N.E.P., can only be explained

It would clarify matters immensly by his authoritarian ideology, and 
if anarchists realised that the logical personal lust for power.
extension of this view is, that 'class' In recent times, Pol Pot abolished 
is determined by relationship to the city-life, money and the market­
power structure, rather than to the exchange of goods in Cambodia and 
means of production, as Marx the resultant chaos and panic killed 
fantasised. Exploitation is not a | nearly half the population.

Many anarcho-syndicalists in 
services in a Market, but of being I Spain had, in fact, the same Marxist

9.
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Hastings

We feel the contents of our Letters | 
page is getting very ragged and I 
would like to make the following I 
comments and requests: I
First: FREEDOM is not a comic I 
and we are getting a little tired I 
of receiving letters over the names I 
of dead comedians, however well-1 
loved. This is not to say we are I 
opposed to humour, satire, irony, I 
but we would prefer to know from I 
whom it is coming. I
Secondly: We would prefer to I 
print proper names and addresses. I 
If, for your own reasons, you do I 
not wish to be openly identified,! 
please ask for your name and I 
address to be withheld from pub-1 
lication, though we would still I 
like to print the town or county I 
or country from which you write. I 
If you must adopt a false name 
and address, please make it one 
by which you can be consistently 
known as a correspondent. Tot­
ally anonymous letters will tend 
to be ignored in future.
Thirdly: Please have a little con­
sideration for those who read 
your letters and have to type­
set them for printing. An inde­
cipherable scrawl is unlikely to | 
get past first base, so if at all 
possible write clearly with reason-1 
able space between the lines and | 
on one side of the paper — and j 
the same applies to typing, which I 
is of course much preferred.
Fourthly: We are more than a 
little tired of angry and personally 
abusive letters which make no 
attempt at rational argument and 
betray contempt for other points 
of view. It is for lively exchange 
of different opinions that we put 
your letters at the front of the 
paper, for we do think they are 
an important part of FREEDOM.

On the other hand, and as 
examples of what we don't want, 
we are holding three letters arising 
out of the current 'Class War' 
contoversy. Two of them are from 
class warriors telling everybody 
else to 'Fuck off!' — the third 
is from a working-class house- 
wife/mother/domestic slave telling 
them to 'Fuck off I'

We don't feel that we have any 
responsibility to present arguments 
at that level.

or Wahington DC, or ACT in 
Australia could call embassies and 
find out where anarchism is pro­
hibited. Our combined thousands 
on several continents would have 
some impact if followed con­
scientiously over several years. I 
myself try to buy from those 
countries listed in the Blacklist.

I shall have to remain anony­
mous, lest the Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA) decides to 
check and see if I have any cann­
abis.

Long live Anarchy!

FREEDOM
Editorial Collective

84b Whitechapel High St 
London E1

■ Gays and the Anarchist Press
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Recent letters and your article onl nate our lives, were created by the
anti-ecology are only too right to State, not the other way round.
doubt the 'Anarchism' of recruits The State was created by military 
from the Peace, Feminist, Animal] force, not trade. 
Rights and Ecology movements.
One might well add rejects from the 
Marxist Parties to that list. -

The lack of 'libertarian influence'
in Britain today and the world is
directly related to the amount of I ployment by fixing the level of] question of exchanging goods and
time wasted in on meetings discus- demand. (Watch what Thatcher
sing 'Revolution through yoga, does, not what she says!) Only I under the domination of another | economic theory that the Anarcho- 
brown rice, matriachy, the plough- from a metaphysical marxist pers-| human being. You experience
ing up of London into self-sufficient pective can you make the market-
agricultural communes, and the place 'unclean' in itself. To the
abolition of work'. The dreadful 'fair exchange is no robbery', and
state of our movement is living money is just pure exchange value.
proof that Marxist economic theory It's very difficult for Marxists to
plus militant liberalism do not] appreciate the fundamental liber-
produce even a glimmer of honest] tarian view that exploitation is a
libertarian understanding. sociological/political relationship,

LIIlli

T.he article about the demo in 
Sicily was good, with one ex­
ception: the anti-drug paranoia. 
Surely libertarians should believe 
in the freedom to use drugs or 
not as one chooses. Freedom is 
the foundation of anarchist phil­
osophy. It is only forced drugging 
(such as practised against those 
in mental prisons) that we should 
be opposed to. 

On a different subject, how
about a boycott of products from I gassed and shot (over 800,000) 
those countries where anarchist for wanting to be free and live 
propaganda and organising are | peace.

Now the same is happening 
again. The authorities feel that 
I, and people like me, who live 
in a bus, can be stopped, harassed, 
searched and put to any incon­
venience they feel is necessary 
in order to intimidate and control. 
Orwell's Nineteen Eighty-Four is 
Here and Now.

Just before I left the farm 
where the Green Gathering was 
held I was asked when I was going 
home. 'My home' is my bus, like 
many other minority people, I'm 
here to stay, and only extermin­
ation will make me go away.

Bonzo

neglected. It may be opening myself to
Your editorial remark about a charge of liberalism and the 

the 'point of production' is indeed tearing off of my badges (you 
very much to the point. And it know, black flag, circle A, etc), 
brings me to asking - what has but isn’t there a big soggy grey 
happened to the syndicalists? It area in which a lot of us dwell? 
would seem from your pages that I suppose I can be as good a paci- 
the old working-class anarchist fist as the next person, until it 
movement has disappeared. It comes to a situation where vio- 
would be a good thing to hear lence presents itself. Since I assume 
from some of the old hands, we are talking about state violence, 
The young workers of today and not the Saturday night chuck­
can learn a lot from their exper- ing-out time punch-up, not many 
iences. | of us on a day-to-day basis exper­

ience it in this country, so we
can afford the luxury of pacifism.
Secondly, I'm as good an insurr­
ectionary as the next, but at the
moment I can't see much point
in digging up my cleverly concealed illegal? One comrade in London,

I know it's the 'silly season'for the I Sherman tank and motoring off
rest of the country, but hasn't down to the dole office to start 
our one gone on a bit long? Is the end of civilisation as we know
it my natural arrogance that makes ] it. For one thing, have you seen

the price of ammunition at the
moment?

fundamental problem of Economic 
theory and activity is the 'economic' 
allocation of scarce resources (the 
more 'value' you wish to attributel a village
to human work the more 'scarce' production (high or 
it must become), not pretending under a boss or a direct-democracy I anarchists'.
that scarcity doesn't exist, a la co-op/collective. When Lenin abolished
Bookchin. One key point is that a brick and the exchange of goods in the | human mind. To those who dislike

In the real world, prices are layer will feel entirely different market he produced mass starvation;
determined by supply and demand, about building a wall for a boss or death and chaos. One of the Kron-
Objects don't have an inherent eco- the State than he/she will feel\ stadtdemandswasfortherestora-
nomic value at all, (labour or other-| about doing exactly the same task tion of the open markets, where

in a libertarian society ... exactly peasants and workers could ex­
production the difference between rape and | change goods directly. That Lenin

sts and sales income. The joint- making love. The essence of liber- felt it necessary to re-introduce
tarian thought is that exploitation capitalist one-man management

Hl

&
Alain Smith
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DRUGS 
AND 
ANIMAL 
TESTING

Paolo Finzi
Editrice A, Milan.

because it is more widespread, more 
inequitable, causes local unemploy­
ment by shifting capital abroad,

import controls) are the symptom, 
not the cause, of ideological orient-

*AII this is directly contrary 
to the true interest of man­
kind. All this must be un­
learned before we begin to 
be wise! (William Godwin: 
Enquiry Concerning Polit­
ical Justice, 1793.)

UM
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David Isiorho (FREEDOM 18 June) 
is wrong to suggest that calls for 
Britain to quit 'Europe' (the EEC) 
and for import controls from abroad 
are 'racist'. They are not in them-

from Brussels (or Washington) is far 
worse.

Mass-marketed goods from over­
seas are a product of the inter­
national capitalist system centred in

may sometimes be a result of chau- 
vanism.

The EEC is the culmination of 
the current state-of-the-art in west­
ern capitalism, and rich nation 
states. It is, in effect, the civilian 
form of NATO. To be ruled from

joining the EEC, Britain had more 
British) capitalism, if only | links with countries in Asia and 

Africa; after joining, these links 
were reduced or cut, and greater 
links established instead with other

and requires greater exploitation I 'white countries', including those 
and repression. outside Europe (eg. Australia). The

Such calls (to quit Europe, or for | same may be said of cultural and 
other links, and for other member 
states of the EEC.

ations: the cause of the right and I Bunn Nagara

for the lesser evil in a bad world. It 
is unhelpful to confuse the two.

Finally, how 'racialist' can a 
policy be when it specifically rejects 
membership of a club (the EEC) 
made up mostly of rich and power-

the west. They are not produced by | ful nation states of white peoples? 
In fact, the reverse is much more 
plausible: racialists would be more 
inclined to band together with 
other 'white countries' and thus 
isolate the weak and poor nations 
of the Third World. Trade figures

sented by unions, etc. International | for example show that, before 
£5 million a year to a staggering I capitalism is worse than national
£2,000 million! Prescriptions have | (eg. 
increased by about 150 million. 
The 1977 General Household Sur­
vey, carried out by the Govern­
ment's statistical office, revealed 
that 56 per cent of all men and
70 per cent of women suffered 
from chronic health problems.10
Quite simply, the NHS is being 
bled white by the pharmaceutical

would also expect the demand 
for drugs to fall as people became 
healthier. Neither is the case. 
The NHS drug bill has risen from

In a National Opinion Poll con­
ducted in August 1982,1 50 per 
cent of those questioned app­
roved of experiments on animals 
for medical purposes. This was 
in contrast to the 82 per cent 
who disapproved of experiments 
involving the deliberate infliction 
of pain. We therefore have to 
ask why people who would nor­
mally oppose vivisection make 
an exception in the case of med­
ical experiments and whether these 
experiments are really of any 
benefit to mankind.

The moral justification of med­
ical experiments on animals can 
be stated as follows: that the pain 
inflicted on the few (animals) 
is outweighed by the benefits 
to the many (people). George 
Bernard Shaw argued that animal 
experimentation should be thought 
wrong whatever the advantages 
may be. However, this argument 
sounds uncounvincing to people 
who have been led to believe 
modern medical science will one 
day rid us of all diseases and 
even confer immortality upon us.

The most common defence of 
medical experiments on animals 
is that we need them to test new 
drugs for safety. This makes two 
assumptions: that the results of 
animal experiments are translatable 
to humans and that we need the 
new drugs.

The reactions between humans 
and animals differ widely. Peni­
cillin, probably the most useful 
drug we have, would never have

Chimpanzee inoculated with Syphilis for 
research purposes.

- - ■■■■ ■ ■ 1 ——I ■ ■ ■ ■ I statement as yet from the Mini­
stry of Justice which was hand­
ling the case. This means that 
both Photis and Kiriakos Miras 
are now on the run. It may also 
be noted that the Greek authori­
ties have now been spared the 
possible embarrassment of having 
an anarchist martyr on their hands 
while forcing him to remain 
underground. Should either of our 
comrades decide to become overtly 
active again the police will no 
doubt be only too happy to re­
arrest them, or are we being too 
paranoid?

that of the left remain quite differ­
ent. The right tends to be racialist, 
and if they indulge in these and 
similer slogans, then they are likely 
to be expressing more deeply-held

selves chauvanistic, though they | racialist sentiments. The left tend
to prefer better employment
opportunities in Britain to exploit­
ation of cheap labour abroad (if 
only in the short term, prior to the 
revolution), and if they use similer 
slogans, it is likely to be an expres­
sion of their deeper-held preference | suddenly attacked our comrades 

who were peacefully sitting down. 
After this police attack in which 
many comrades were beaten up 
and two were arrested and re­
leased after one week, most com­
rades left Comiso.

The 'mass occupation' of the 
Magliocco Airport — to which the 
comrades of the 'Leghe Auto- 
gestite' called comrades from all 
over the world — remained a 
slogan, nothing more. A debate 
is going on about this issue within 
our movement here in Italy, and 
a critical report of Comiso's failed 
'mass-occupation' will be published 
in the next issue of our review.

We think that the differnce 
between 'several thousand' and the 
actual 300 is too great and needs 
to be corrected in FREEDOM.

Thousands of political prisoners 
in Turkey's military prisons have 
been on hunger strike against 
prison conditions since July 7. 
The action has already claimed 
two lives, Irfan Ornek and M 
Solmaz. Both died after being 
tortured by the prison authori­
ties to get them to quit the strike. 
Hundreds of prisoners are report­
ed to be in hospital, some in a 
coma, and others are refusing 
medical attention.

The authorities are doing every­
thing in their power to break the 
strike, now that it is reaching 
a critical stage where successive 
deaths could occur. Fasting prison­
ers are systematically being re­
moved from their cells and tor­
tured and their screams are broad­
cast over the prison PA system.

The action originally comprised 
some 2,500 prisoners in Istanbul's 
military prisons: Metris (the largest), 
Sultanahmet. Kabakoz and the

In the editorial we read that, 
'Last weekend (22nd to 24th 
July) in Sicily, several thousand 
people attempted to occupy the 
Magliocco Airport. . . .' The truth 
is that around 300 comrades went 
to Comiso and took part in the two 
peaceful demonstrations in front 
of the Magliocco airport which 
took place on Friday 22nd July 
and Saturday afternoon, 23rd July. 
At 9pm on the Saturday police

notorious Sagmakilar which has After thirty days on hunger strike 
recently been converted into a Photis Danatos (s&e FREEDOM 
single and double cell prison Vol 44 No 13/14) was transferred 
and is reserved for especially to a civilian hospital. A couple of 
troublesome political prisoners and days later he managed to escape 
the top leaders of various parties with the help of two comrades 
and groups. (as did Kropotkin many years

The prisoners' demands centre ago). After an initial flurry of 
around the refusal to wear prison activity the police have taken a 
clothing, their refusal to submit | low profile. There has been no 
to military disciplinary measures
such as saluting officers, singing 
militaristic and fascist marches, etc.
They are demanding an end to 
torture, beatings and bans on 
visitors, access to lawyers, news­
papers, books, pens and paper. 
They want the abolition of the 
isolation cell system and a return 
to the ward system.

There are conflicting reports 
that the hunger strikes in Istanbul 
may have ended. But there is 
evidence that they have in fact 
spread to other towns such as 
Izmir, Ankara and Erzurum.

ii i'liijijii

£120 million a year on persuad­
ing doctors to prescribe their 
products.11 This is nothing how­
ever,
in putting right the enormous 
damage drugs cause.

The results of tests on animals 
lack scientific validity when applied 
to humans. The fact that it is 
widely believed the safety of 
new drugs can be ensured by 
animal-testing despite cases such as 
Thalidomide, which was tested on 
animals for 7 years, is a tribute 
to drug industry propaganda. The 
Government's Committee on Safe­
ty of Medicines, which approves 
all drugs in Britain, recently stated: 
'The public which demands medi­
cal progress must be prepared to 
accept that modern drugs pre­
sent some risk/ Are we prepared 
to accept as 'some risk' drugs 
such as the pain-killer Opren, 
which is believed to have caused 
65 deaths and adverse reactions 
in 4,000 others in this country 
alone? This drug was approved 

it had already been

been made available if the results 
of tests on guinea-pigs had been 
taken as conclusive, because peni­
cillin is highly poisonous to them.
Rabbits can eat deadly nightshade 
but it can kill humans. Some ani­
mals react in different ways from 
others. For example, morphine 
depresses rats and dogs but stim­
ulates cats, goats and horses.

Sir George Pickering, Regius 
Professor of Medicine at Oxford
University, said: 'The idea as I 
understand it, is that fundamen­
tal truths are revealed in labora­
tory experimentation on lower 
animals and are then applied to 
the problems of the sick patient.
Having been myself trained as a 
physiologist, I feel in a way com­
petent to assess such a claim.
It is plain nonsense.'2 Putting 
it simply, would you take medi­
cine meant for your dog?

Do we need the new drugs? 
This question was answered over
20 years ago by Dr Walter Modell 
of Cornell University, 'one of
America's foremost drug experts',
who said: 'When will they realise
there are too many drugs? ... 
We simply don't have enough
diseases to go around.’3 A medical | although

banned in Canada, Australia and 
New Zealand.12

The reason why we have medi­
cal experiments on animals, as

industry which has a vested int- i we|l as other typej of experi- 
erest in ensuring that this un- ments, was explained by John 
healthy nation stays unhealthy. Bryant in his book Fettered King- 
The drug industry spends around | doms-. 'I would like to eat, wash 

in, inhale, drink, wear, or in some 
other way use a certain substance 
(which the human race has sur-

to what the NHS spends | vived without, or with, for mill­
ions of years), but I am frightened 
what nasty effect that substance 
will have on me. Therefore, I 
will try it out on someone weaker 
than myself who cannot object 
or refuse, so that if that someone 
screams, becomes ill, or dies, 
then I know not to use that sub­
stance. That is cowardice!'
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commission, nominated by Presi­
dent Allende of Chile in 1972,
found that there were about•
two dozen drugs of proven ther­
apeutic value.4 Yet there are now 
around 205,000 drugs on the
market world-wide!5 Even the
World Health Organisation, which
is heavily financed by the USA,
the top drug-exporting country,
recommended in 1977 that only
220 drugs should be considered 
essential.6

So we are in a situation where 
we are inundated by drugs we
don't need, tested by methods 
which are dangerously inaccurate.
It has been estimated that in
Britain alone, there are between
10,000 and 15,000 drug-induced
deaths every year, more than in 
road accidents. There are also
around one million people suffer­
ing from adverse drug reactions.7

Defenders of vivisection often 
claim that the major infectious 
diseases that were prevalent at the
turn of the century were virtually
wiped out thanks to drugs and 
vaccines developed on animals.
However, a study of the statistics 
for these diseases reveals that
mortality rates were declining be­
fore the relevant drugs were deve­
loped. For example, tuberculosis
and pneumonia were the biggest
killers in 1900, streptomycin and
isoniazid, used to treat TB, were
made available in 1950, but have
achieved no new fall in the death
rate. Sulphonamide, developed in
1935, and other antibiotics which
followed, have been similarly in­
effective in reducing the number
of deaths due to pneumonia.
In fact, death rates for pneumonia
in the US actually rose between
1950 and 1970.® For more than
a century, analysis of disease
trends has shown that the environ­
ment is the primary determinant
of the state of general heajth of | Whitehall is bad enough; to be ruled 
any population. Epidemics are
largely unaffected by medical inter­
vention.9

If drugs were really good for
us, one would expect the British 
people to be a lot healthier now
than they were in 1948, when the I worker cooperatives; they are 
National Health Service began, controlled by western industrialists 
with free treatment for all. One | exploiting cheap labour overseas, or 

by local industrialists often more 
exploitative of indiginous labour, 
with child labour, workers unrepre-
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JOHNNY GOT HIS GON 
NY DALTON TRUMHD

— literally, working in a bakery 
for eight years. But a year at

•••

as 'Robert Rich'! This was the 
beginning of the end of the black­
list, and in 1960 he was able to 

he became I start working in his own name 
again. He became as famous (and 
rich) as he had once been, working 
until his death from cancer in 
1976.

Johnny Got His Gun is a short 
novel directed against all war, 
being based on two things — 
Trumbo's early life, including the 
conscription of young Americans 
in 1917-1918 to join the remote 
war in Europe; and a newspaper 
report of a visit by the Prince 
of Wales (later King Edward VI11) 
to a war veterans' hospital in 
Canada, where there was a First 
World War patient who had lost 
all his limbs and all his senses 
except touch. It is a passionately 
written account of an American 
conscript who has Trumbo's memo­
ries and the unknown soldier's 

He finds himself lying 
in hospital with no arms, no legs, 
no eyes, no ears, and no mouth,

Johnny Got His Gun by Dalton 
Trumbo (Jouneyman Press, paper­
back £3.75).

reprinted again during the 1960s 
and 1970s, being especially popular 
during the Vietnam War.
Trumbo naturally wanted to turn 
the book into a film, but he had 
great difficulty with it. Eventually, 
with the enthusiastic encourage­
ment of Luis Bunuel, he wrote 
a screenplay in 1964, but he found 
that he had to direct and help 
to produce it himself. It was at 
last shot in 1970 (the main part 
being taken by Timothy Bottoms), 
and it won several prizes at the 
Cannes Film Festival in 1971, 
but it was a critical and financial 
failure in the United States. It 
has seldom been released, but it 
was once shown on British tele­
vision.

Johnny Got His Gun is act­
ually a very good film, in some 
ways better than the book. Joe 
Bonham's more general thoughts 
are removed, his memories are 
shortened and sharpened, and his 
situation is intensified. Trumbo 
changed his own original as he 
had changed other people's. When 
Joe Bonham is asked what he 
wants, he replies that he wants 
to die; his nurse tries to perform 
this last service for him, and the 
end is much subtler than in the 
book. It is a terrifying fable of 
war on either screen or page, 
and it is well worth seeing or 
reading in any form.

There is an error of identification in 
Hermia Oliver's The International 
Anarchist Movement in Late Vic­
torian London not noted by Nicolas 
Walter in his review of the book in 
FREEDOM (June 18). As it is an 
error which leads to some confusion, 
I think it is worth pointing out.

When Ms. Oliver says of the 
Socialist League that: 'Among 
anarchist members of the council 
before 1889, by far the most 
important was H.A. (usually known 
as Ambrose) Barker' (p. 62), she 
is actually confusing two different 
people; H.A. (or Henry) Barker and 
A.G. (or Ambrose) Barker.

H.A. Barker, who was a member 
of the Socialist League council and 
was noticeably active in League 
politics, was not an anarchist but 
a supporter of parliamentary action 
who actually resigned his position 
as National Secretary and left the 
League in 1888 because he was in 

disagreement with its anti parlia- 
mentarist policy (see Bellamy &

Unfortunately the new edition 
of the novel isn't very good. Last 
year the Journeyman Press re­
printed in its Chapbook series 
The Time of the Toad, Trumbo's 
very partial pamphlet on what 
he called 'the American Inquis­
ition', without any editorial mat 
erial to explain the case or even 
to expose the author's ironical 
position as a Communist protest­
ing about his civil liberty. Now 
the Journeyman Press has re­
printed Johnny Got His Gun 
without any editorial material to 
introduce a novel which isn't 
nearly as simple and straight­
forward as it seems. The new 
British paperback is based on the 
current American paperback. It 
contains Trumbo's introduction of 
1959 and addendum of 1970, 
four pages of American and Euro­
pean (but not British) reviews, 
and a blurb wrongly claiming 
that it is the 'most shocking' 
and 'most powerful anti-war novel 
ever written'. The biographical 
information is incomplete and in­
accurate. There is no biblio­
graphical information about pre­
vious editions, not even the Bri­
tish ones which appeared during 
the 1950s and 1960s, and there 
is no reference to the radio play 
or the film. And the price is rather 
high. Never mind; it is a remark­
able book, worth having for the 
two propagandist chapters alone. 

NW

The American writer Dalton Trum­
bo was a journalist, novelist, and 
dramatist, but he became famous 
(and rich) as a Hollywood screen­
writer. In fact his best-known 
screenplays — for The Brave One, 
Spartacus, Exodus, Pap ill on, and 
so on — were really pretty awful, 
combining trite sentimentality with 
vague leftism. Perhaps the least 
bad was the one he wrote for 
David Miller's film Lonely are the 
Brave (1962), but even here he 
falsified the original, diluting the 
explicit anarchist pacifism of Ed­
ward Abbey's novel Brave Cowboy 
into a purely individualistic non­
conformism.

Much more impressive (though 
much less profitable) were the 
novels which he wrote at the 
beginning of his career, but they 
are little known, with one excep­
tion — Johnny Got His Gun, 
which has just been republished 
in this country, and which is 
worth more attention than the 
rest of his work put together.

James Dalton Trumbo was born 
in 1905 in Montrose and brought 
up in Grand Junction, Colorado. 
His parents were fairly typical 
small-town Westerners, well-educ-

breathing and feeding through 
tubes, able only to feel and think 
and move what is left of his head. 
He can't even masturbate, though 
a considerate nurse performs this 
service for him with all the others. 
What can he do?

In the first half of the book, 
'The Dead', Joe Bonham, who 
has been wounded on the Western 
Front, becomes aware of the 
extent of his injuries by gradual 
stages, punctuated with dreams and 
memories of his (ie Trumbo's) 
childhood and youth. In the second 
half, 'The Living', he begins to 
come to terms with his situation, 
learning to think clearly, to meas­
ure time by the nurse's visits and 
the sun's warmth, and eventually 
to tap his head in morse code. 
For a long time no one takes 
any notice, but a change comes 
when a new nurse traces MERRY 
CHRISTMAS on his chest and 
then realises that he too is trying 
to communicate. He taps SOS, 
and a doctor taps back: WHAT DO 
YOU WANT? He asks to be put 
on exhibition as 'the man who 
made the world safe for demo­
cracy' and so on. He is told: WHAT 
YOU ASK IS AGAINST REG­
ULATIONS. He realises that there 
is no hope, that another war is 

' already on its way. The first sec­
tion ends with a bitter direct 
attack on all war; the second 
section ends with a bitter ironical 
welcome of the next war. He can 
do nothing; but perhaps the book 
might do something.

The irony was greater than 
Trumbo expected. Johnny Got 
His Gun was written in 1937- 
1939 and published at the beg­
inning of September 1939, just 
as the Second World War started. 
This would have killed it in Bri­
tain, but the United States kept 
out of the war, and the novel 
fed American isolationism of 
both left and right. Trumbo wasn't 
yet a Communist, but it was 
serialised in the American Daily 
Worker, at the time when Soviet 
Russia was allied with Nazi Ger­
many and the Communist line 
was strongly anti-war. In 1940 
it was broadcast as a successful 
radio play (the main part being 
taken by Jimmy Cagney).

When the United States entered 
the war, in 1941, Trumbo, (like 
the Communists) changed his atti­
tude to the subject, and he and his 
publisher agreed that it 'was exactly 
the sort of book that shouldn't be 
reprinted until the war was at an 
end'. When extreme right-wing 
organisations campaigning against 
the war pressed him to have it 
reprinted, he reported them to the 
FBI — who promptly investigated 
not them but him. As he admitted, 
'it serves me right'. The novel 
was reprinted after the war, going 
out of print again in the Korean 
War of the early 1950s, and was

Angeles; and when his father died,
he became the family breadwinner ] Payment on the black market, 

writing at cut rates under false 
names. The irony of his position 

college had introduced him to I was exP°sed in 1957, when he 
journalism, and he gradually est- actually won an Oscar for his 
ablished himself- first as a journa- | screenplay of The Brave One 
list, then as a freelance writer
of fiction, and from 1935 as an 
increasingly successful screenwriter. 

Almost at once 
politically active, joining the left­
wing Screen Writers Guild, and 
eventually joining the Communist
Party in 1943. This was at the 
time of the greatest acceptability 
of American Communism, when 
it was closely identified with 
traditional patriotism and popu­
lism, so it was not odd that in
1945 he worked as a writer for the
American delegation at the found­
ing conference of the United 
Nations Organisation and for the
American Air Force in the Pacific.

But after the Second World 
War, as after the First World
War, a Red scare swept the United 
States, this time taking the form 
of the witch-hunt which became 
known as McCarthyism after its 
best-known individual leader 'but 
which was mainly led by the | injuries. 
House of Representatives Commi­
ttee on Un-American Activities.

Saville Dictionary of Labour 
Biography vol. VI pp.18-21).

A.G. (Ambrose) Barker, who was 
an anarchist member of the League, 
was not a member of the council 
before 1889, or (as far as I am 
aware) after 1889. He does not 
seem to have played so prominent 
a part in the politics of the Socialist 
League as he did earlier in the Strat­
ford Dialectical and Radical Club 
and the Labour Emancipation 
League. It was however, Ambrose 
Barker who 'wrote unpublished 
memoirs cited by Quail' (see Quail 
The Slow Burning Fuse p. 17 et 
seq).

After his leaving the League in 
1888, H.A. Barker was active in 
J.L. Mahon's Labour Union and 
later in the I.L.P. Ambrose Barker, 
on the break up of the League in 
the early 1890's, joined the Freedom 
group, becoming editor of FREE­
DOM in 1930, a position he resigned 
in 1933 due to a long serious illness. 
Chris Milburn

One of the targets of this campaign 
at the height of the Cold War 
was the alleged 'Communist In­
filtration of the Motion-Picture 
Industry', and one of the victims 
was the leading Communist screen­
writer, Dalton Trumbo. In 1947 
he was summoned as an 'unfriend­
ly witness' by the Committee, 
and he gave the most unfriendly 
testimony in every sense, not only 
refusing to answer quetions about 
his or anyone else's politics but 
replying with furious attacks on the 
Committee. As a result, he was 
one of the 'Hollywood Ten' who 
were cited for contempt of Cong­
ress, and when they lost their 
appeals to the United States Sup­
reme Court he was imprisoned 
for a year in 1950.

Meanwhile he had quietly left 
the Communist Party in 1948 — 
though he briefly rejoined in 1*955 
to defend the prosecuted Party 
officials in California — and his 
last public involvement in left­
wing politics was to campaign 
for Henry Wallace as the Prog­
ressive Party presidential candidate 
in 1948. He lived in Mexico from 
1951 to 1954, but returned to the 
United States and resumed his 
career. Like the other victims 
of the witch-hunt, he was offi­
cially black listed from all work 

ated and hard-working, but lacking I *n American film industry; but, 
wealth or health. When his father unlike most Pe°P|e in films, writersunlike most people in films, writers
lost a job, they moved to Los | can work underground, and for 

ten years he was able to get em-
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(1) The origins of the theory of the 
mortal crisis and imminent coll­
apse of capitalism can be traced 
back to Rosa Luxemburg's The 
Accumulation of Capital (1912). 
In the 1920s the anti-bolshevik 
Communist Workers' Party of Ger-

— such as The Stuggle in the 
Factory — which are anything 
but inadequate, weak and pal­
try.

that if you know of a better 'ole 
you are well advised to go to it 
and from thence let the constip- | condemned 
ated world know that middle 
class merde still has its place 
much to the bewildered conster­
nation of those who mistakenly 
thought the first surrealist ex­
hibition in Paris was Dada's last 
word on the subject. For, little 
comrade, as the first bus leaves 
Hammersmith Garage at 5am while 
the fat-gutted bourgeoisie snore 
on and on and on, the sherry 
glasses and the petit fours clink 
as merrily as cash registers in the 
Champs Elysees or for that matter 
Wards in Piccadilly where Polish 
George and Irish Francois paddle 
in Guinness for the breathless 
delectation of the tourists and 
topless sunbathers on the Embank­
ment struggle sullenly to reclaim 
the day for the lascivious marbles 
of the Parthenon.

The new slimline Frau, clothes- 
peg on nose, and her compressed 
Town have been tracking a well- 
worn beat to the new in-place 
for the avant-garde of le monde 
d'art with the lifting of the lid

have certainly restored the rele­
vance of the perspective adopted 
in 1945.)

History of u floyul 
Ordnance Factory

ry of the 'decadence' of the cap­
italist system and its cycle of war­
reconstruction-crisis-war finds its 

back to the apparently accom- I foremost defendants in the Inter- 
and isolated the Dalmuir factory | plished in order to begin it afresh, | national Communist Current and

deride with unmerciful thorough­
ness the inadequacies, weaknesses

of Colchester Oysters. 'Don't phone 
us, we'll phone you,' must indeed 
be the message to be learned by 

ideological reasons from admitting | rote ancj then swallowed from the 
art on these marbled walls and 
those of us privileged — nay, 

to have genuine
Moyses on our walls must for 
all our conscious egos feel humbled 
to realise that here is a talent too 
large to be confined within three 
walls and a door. Indeed such 
is the breadth of the vision and 
the generosity of this unassuming 
artist that this is one door that 
can never be closed. The onward 
march of benighted humanity and 
young revolutionaries with curses 
on their lips and fire in their bellies 
if it signifies anything must sig­
nify that and to say that it is worth 
no more than the entrance fee 
puts monetarism in its place and to 
hell with it I say and this is true 
art that will last as long as the 
Andrex holds out.

to the theory as a feature disting-
tion.' I uishing revolutionary from refor-

'Proletarian revolutions' Marx | mist organisations. Today the theo- 
wrote, 'criticise themselves const­
antly, interrupt themselves conti-

rrti

control over workers' struggles to
be wrenched away from the trade
unions, the Labour Party and the
CP; workers had to rely entirely 
on their own strength, initative,
and consciousness:

'The working class . . . organ­
ising at the point of production, 
irrespective of craft or creed,
must jealously guard and retain | many (KAPD) regarded adherence 
control of their own organisa-

employing class to diffuse and 
confuse the working class struggle 
. . . The professional Trade Union 
leaders are, as has been often 
demonstrated, merely creatures of 
the employing class with the 
definite job of accepting on be­
half of the workers all kinds of 
anti-working class measures.'

Secondly, there is the pamph­
let's explanation of why trade 
unions are now counter-revolution­
ary organisations:

'Trade Unionism could, and did, 
win advantages in wages and 
conditions during the growth and 
expansion of the Capitalist System, 
but because of its structure as 
a reformist organisation it cannot 
operate today. The capitalist syst­
em is no longer capable of giving 
reforms. The present capitalist 
system of society has ceased to 
expand, and the various groups 
of capitalists throughout the world 
are forced into wars of annihi­
lation against each other in the 
attempt to keep the capitalist 
system in being. Under these 
circumstances the trade union lead­
ers can come to the workers only 
to announce further reductions 
in working conditions.'(1)

(Although the next 20-30 years 
were to witness a steady rise in 
working class standards of living 
and the maintenance of 'peace' 
in the capitalist heartlands, the 
system's relapse into crisis since 
the 1970s and the current war 
preparations of the bourgeoisie

in an effort to sabotage the sol- I deride with unmerciful thorough- I the Communist Workers' Organ-
idarity and unity of workers ness the inadequacies, weaknesses isation. The APCF, which the
which would have been necessary | and paltrinesses of their first authors of The Struggle in the

attempts.' If it is to eventually | Factory had recently left, falls
roughly within the same comm- 

tradition as the KAPD, 
attitude to its own past, if only I ICC and CWO, which probably 
because in the process of doing explains the authors' adherence to 
so it can rediscover achievements the theory of capitalist decadence.

Few of the issues which revolution­
aries discuss today are essentially 
novel. Since capitalism 'began', 
successive generations of revolu­
tionaries have grappled with the 
basically unchanging problems 
thrown up by a fundamentally 
unchanged social system. But the 
theoretical contributions of these 
revolutionaries and their practical 
attempts at supercession have en­
joyed little comparable contin­
uity. At most times few in num­
bers and limited in influence 
anyway, their thoughts and act­
ivities have been and are system­
atically marginalised, suppressed 
and erased by actual physical 
defeats and the ruling class's 
control over Culture, History, and 
most popular channels of comm­
unication. With the result that 
each generation of revolutionaries 
has to struggle very hard indeed to 
learn from the past: to recover, 
understand, assess, develop and im­
prove their predecessors' efforts.

Especially at a time like this, 
when the real mass workers' strug­
gles from which a lead might be 
taken are thin on the ground, 
and when there is little prospect 
that the revolution is going to 
break out tomorrow, it is hardly 
a waste of time to go back and re­
examine the history of the revol­
utionary movement. If there are 
few sources of optimism in our 
current everyday existence, we can 
at least gain comfort and confi­
dence from a sense of our own 
history — from the knowledge 
that we are neither alone nor un­
precedented in opposing capitalism 
and posing a genuine alternative. 
And so long as we do not approach 
the past in too reverent or anti­
quarian a way we can discover 
much to inform our current 
thoughts and actions and to pre­
pare more confidently for the strug­
gles ahead.

With these thoughts in mind 
I would like to draw attention to 
a pamphlet entitled The Struggle 
In The Factory: History of a 
Royal Ordnance Factory written 
by 'Equity' and published by the 
Glasgow Group of the Anarchist 
Federation in 1945. The relevance 
of this pamphlet's message has 
been undiminished by the forty 
years which have passed since it 
was first published.

The origins of the Anarchist 
Federation (Glasgow Group) can 
be traced back to the Socialist 
League of William Morris. When 
the League collapsed nationally

%
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to resist the redundancies imposed
towards the end of the war. I succeed, the revolutionary move-

Summing up the part played | ment needs to adopt a similar | unist 
by the CP at Dalmuir, the pam­
phlet states: ''They linked them­
selves with the policy of the emp­
loying class, their lackeys the
Trade Union leaders, and the
Labour leaders. The CP has become 
the most deadly of these react­
ionary forces because while all 
the others had been recognised, 
the full reaction of the Commun­
ist Party had still to be realised. It is
unfortunate that the workers who 
were temporarily dazzled by the 
blandishments of the CP had to 
learn the disastrous results of CP
policy, the hard way."

If The Struggle in the Factory
was only a historical record of the 
anti-working class war-time patriot­
ism of the CP it would still be
valuable. However it deserves to be 
recalled for being much more 
than just that. The general lessons 
it draws from specific examples 
have weathered the test of time 
well; this is what makes it a text 
for today's struggle every bit as 
much as it was a text for the 
struggle in 1945. This is especially 
true for three of the points the 
pamphlet makes. These points 
require little commentary so I'll 
let the pamphlet speak for itself.

Firstly, there is the crystal­
clear realisation of the role played
by the trade unions in the func­
tioning of modern capitalism:

around 1895 there emerged from
the remnants of the Glasgow
branch an Anarchist Group which 
maintained an active existence for
the next ten years. For a while
in the first decade of the 1900s
it was partially eclipsed by the
neighbouring Paisley Group but
by May 1912 had revived suffi­
ciently to be able to publish the
first of what turned out to be 34
issues of a weekly paper, The
Anarchist, under the editorship of
George Barrett (aka Ballard).

In 1917 the Glasgow Communist
Group, formed four or five years
previously under the influence of
Guy Aldred, joined forces with
the Anarchists. The name Glasgow
Anarchist Group was retained after
the merger until 1920 when the
title Glasgow Communist Group
was adopted.

During these years the Group
used the London-based monthly,
The Spur, (edited by Aldred and
Rose Witcop) to publicise their I 'The official Trade Union is 
views and activities. In February | now part of the apparatus of the 
1921 the Group started up its
own paper, The Red Commune,
but this was suppressed after 
only one issue, with two members,
Jenny Patrick and Douglas Mc-
Leish, plus Aldred and the printer
Andrew Fleming, being successively
prosecuted for sedition. Later the 
same year the Glasgow Communist
Group became the Central Group
of the newly-formed Anti-Par-
liamentary Communist Federation.

In 1933 Guy Aldred announced
his resignation from the APCP 
and soon afterwards formed the
United Socialist Movement, which
remained in existence well into
the 1960s. In 1936 there was an­
other split in the APCF, when the 
anarchist-inclined members with­
drew to form the Glasgow Anar­
chist-Communist Federation. In
1938 they published a short pam­
phlet about Kronstadt by Emma
Goldman called Trotsky Protests
Too Much. The following year,
by which time the organisation was
known simply as the Anarchist
Federation, they brought out Bol­
shevism: Promises and Reality by G
Maximov. ( Meanwhile what was
left of the APCF carried on, chang­
ing its name to the Workers' Rev­
olutionary League in 1941.)

The Struggle in the Factory:
History of a Royal Ordnance
Factory is an account of events
in the Dalmuir Royal Ordnance
Factory, Clydebank, Glasgow, dur­
ing the second world war: ''It 
is the story of workers' struggles

V * * ** \ * i • -
Arthur Moyse: Collages I Truly old comrades can remem-
Zero One Gallery, 84b White- ber Shirley Temple and our long- 
chapel High St, London E1, until shed tears as she tapped her merry 
August 20 way UP the steps of Sacre Coeur

arm in arm with Bill Bojangles 
Robinson and will recall as they 
sit on the only throne in the 
smallest gallery in Town the inno­
cent pleasure we must forever 
be relieving from making our own 
contribution to the fertility of the

and it must be sadly admitted the | Thames Estuary and the flavour 
elbow to offer one of the smallest 
openings of the current season. 
Nevertheless let us not shrink for

• The history of Dalmuir R.O.F. is 
the history of any other war-time 
factory, it is the story of workers’ 
struggle against the forces of capi­
talism aided and abetted by the 
fakirs of the trade unions and the 
Communist Party. Faced with 
these odds it is creditable that the 
workers did not succumb entirely, 
and that a hand of them contin­
ued in opposition and endeavour­
ed to preserve some degree of 
sanity throughout the welter of 
lies, distortions and intrigue that 
surrounded the worker.

against the forces of capitalism
aided and abetted by the fakirs
of the trade unions and the Comm­
unist Party." I Thirdly, pointing the way ahead,

A large part of it is taken up by | the pamphlet ends by calling for 
a detailed examination and con­
demnation of the role played by 
the Communist Party. Once Russia 
had entered the war the CP re­
versed its earlier policy of obst­
ructing the war effort and "pro­
ceeded to sabotage all direct act­
ion." It gained control of the
Dalmuir Shop Stewards' Commi­
ttee, kept control of it through 
various bureaucratic manoeuvres, 
resolved to extend and intensify 
the training of women and youths
so that skilled men could be 
released for the armed forces,
collaborated with, and supported | nually in their own course, come 
the demands of, the employers,
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JOHNNY GOT HIS GON 
NY DALTON TRUMHD

— literally, working in a bakery 
for eight years. But a year at

•••

as 'Robert Rich'! This was the 
beginning of the end of the black­
list, and in 1960 he was able to 

he became I start working in his own name 
again. He became as famous (and 
rich) as he had once been, working 
until his death from cancer in 
1976.

Johnny Got His Gun is a short 
novel directed against all war, 
being based on two things — 
Trumbo's early life, including the 
conscription of young Americans 
in 1917-1918 to join the remote 
war in Europe; and a newspaper 
report of a visit by the Prince 
of Wales (later King Edward VI11) 
to a war veterans' hospital in 
Canada, where there was a First 
World War patient who had lost 
all his limbs and all his senses 
except touch. It is a passionately 
written account of an American 
conscript who has Trumbo's memo­
ries and the unknown soldier's 

He finds himself lying 
in hospital with no arms, no legs, 
no eyes, no ears, and no mouth,

Johnny Got His Gun by Dalton 
Trumbo (Jouneyman Press, paper­
back £3.75).

reprinted again during the 1960s 
and 1970s, being especially popular 
during the Vietnam War.
Trumbo naturally wanted to turn 
the book into a film, but he had 
great difficulty with it. Eventually, 
with the enthusiastic encourage­
ment of Luis Bunuel, he wrote 
a screenplay in 1964, but he found 
that he had to direct and help 
to produce it himself. It was at 
last shot in 1970 (the main part 
being taken by Timothy Bottoms), 
and it won several prizes at the 
Cannes Film Festival in 1971, 
but it was a critical and financial 
failure in the United States. It 
has seldom been released, but it 
was once shown on British tele­
vision.

Johnny Got His Gun is act­
ually a very good film, in some 
ways better than the book. Joe 
Bonham's more general thoughts 
are removed, his memories are 
shortened and sharpened, and his 
situation is intensified. Trumbo 
changed his own original as he 
had changed other people's. When 
Joe Bonham is asked what he 
wants, he replies that he wants 
to die; his nurse tries to perform 
this last service for him, and the 
end is much subtler than in the 
book. It is a terrifying fable of 
war on either screen or page, 
and it is well worth seeing or 
reading in any form.

There is an error of identification in 
Hermia Oliver's The International 
Anarchist Movement in Late Vic­
torian London not noted by Nicolas 
Walter in his review of the book in 
FREEDOM (June 18). As it is an 
error which leads to some confusion, 
I think it is worth pointing out.

When Ms. Oliver says of the 
Socialist League that: 'Among 
anarchist members of the council 
before 1889, by far the most 
important was H.A. (usually known 
as Ambrose) Barker' (p. 62), she 
is actually confusing two different 
people; H.A. (or Henry) Barker and 
A.G. (or Ambrose) Barker.

H.A. Barker, who was a member 
of the Socialist League council and 
was noticeably active in League 
politics, was not an anarchist but 
a supporter of parliamentary action 
who actually resigned his position 
as National Secretary and left the 
League in 1888 because he was in 

disagreement with its anti parlia- 
mentarist policy (see Bellamy &

Unfortunately the new edition 
of the novel isn't very good. Last 
year the Journeyman Press re­
printed in its Chapbook series 
The Time of the Toad, Trumbo's 
very partial pamphlet on what 
he called 'the American Inquis­
ition', without any editorial mat 
erial to explain the case or even 
to expose the author's ironical 
position as a Communist protest­
ing about his civil liberty. Now 
the Journeyman Press has re­
printed Johnny Got His Gun 
without any editorial material to 
introduce a novel which isn't 
nearly as simple and straight­
forward as it seems. The new 
British paperback is based on the 
current American paperback. It 
contains Trumbo's introduction of 
1959 and addendum of 1970, 
four pages of American and Euro­
pean (but not British) reviews, 
and a blurb wrongly claiming 
that it is the 'most shocking' 
and 'most powerful anti-war novel 
ever written'. The biographical 
information is incomplete and in­
accurate. There is no biblio­
graphical information about pre­
vious editions, not even the Bri­
tish ones which appeared during 
the 1950s and 1960s, and there 
is no reference to the radio play 
or the film. And the price is rather 
high. Never mind; it is a remark­
able book, worth having for the 
two propagandist chapters alone. 

NW

The American writer Dalton Trum­
bo was a journalist, novelist, and 
dramatist, but he became famous 
(and rich) as a Hollywood screen­
writer. In fact his best-known 
screenplays — for The Brave One, 
Spartacus, Exodus, Pap ill on, and 
so on — were really pretty awful, 
combining trite sentimentality with 
vague leftism. Perhaps the least 
bad was the one he wrote for 
David Miller's film Lonely are the 
Brave (1962), but even here he 
falsified the original, diluting the 
explicit anarchist pacifism of Ed­
ward Abbey's novel Brave Cowboy 
into a purely individualistic non­
conformism.

Much more impressive (though 
much less profitable) were the 
novels which he wrote at the 
beginning of his career, but they 
are little known, with one excep­
tion — Johnny Got His Gun, 
which has just been republished 
in this country, and which is 
worth more attention than the 
rest of his work put together.

James Dalton Trumbo was born 
in 1905 in Montrose and brought 
up in Grand Junction, Colorado. 
His parents were fairly typical 
small-town Westerners, well-educ-

breathing and feeding through 
tubes, able only to feel and think 
and move what is left of his head. 
He can't even masturbate, though 
a considerate nurse performs this 
service for him with all the others. 
What can he do?

In the first half of the book, 
'The Dead', Joe Bonham, who 
has been wounded on the Western 
Front, becomes aware of the 
extent of his injuries by gradual 
stages, punctuated with dreams and 
memories of his (ie Trumbo's) 
childhood and youth. In the second 
half, 'The Living', he begins to 
come to terms with his situation, 
learning to think clearly, to meas­
ure time by the nurse's visits and 
the sun's warmth, and eventually 
to tap his head in morse code. 
For a long time no one takes 
any notice, but a change comes 
when a new nurse traces MERRY 
CHRISTMAS on his chest and 
then realises that he too is trying 
to communicate. He taps SOS, 
and a doctor taps back: WHAT DO 
YOU WANT? He asks to be put 
on exhibition as 'the man who 
made the world safe for demo­
cracy' and so on. He is told: WHAT 
YOU ASK IS AGAINST REG­
ULATIONS. He realises that there 
is no hope, that another war is 

' already on its way. The first sec­
tion ends with a bitter direct 
attack on all war; the second 
section ends with a bitter ironical 
welcome of the next war. He can 
do nothing; but perhaps the book 
might do something.

The irony was greater than 
Trumbo expected. Johnny Got 
His Gun was written in 1937- 
1939 and published at the beg­
inning of September 1939, just 
as the Second World War started. 
This would have killed it in Bri­
tain, but the United States kept 
out of the war, and the novel 
fed American isolationism of 
both left and right. Trumbo wasn't 
yet a Communist, but it was 
serialised in the American Daily 
Worker, at the time when Soviet 
Russia was allied with Nazi Ger­
many and the Communist line 
was strongly anti-war. In 1940 
it was broadcast as a successful 
radio play (the main part being 
taken by Jimmy Cagney).

When the United States entered 
the war, in 1941, Trumbo, (like 
the Communists) changed his atti­
tude to the subject, and he and his 
publisher agreed that it 'was exactly 
the sort of book that shouldn't be 
reprinted until the war was at an 
end'. When extreme right-wing 
organisations campaigning against 
the war pressed him to have it 
reprinted, he reported them to the 
FBI — who promptly investigated 
not them but him. As he admitted, 
'it serves me right'. The novel 
was reprinted after the war, going 
out of print again in the Korean 
War of the early 1950s, and was

Angeles; and when his father died,
he became the family breadwinner ] Payment on the black market, 

writing at cut rates under false 
names. The irony of his position 

college had introduced him to I was exP°sed in 1957, when he 
journalism, and he gradually est- actually won an Oscar for his 
ablished himself- first as a journa- | screenplay of The Brave One 
list, then as a freelance writer
of fiction, and from 1935 as an 
increasingly successful screenwriter. 

Almost at once 
politically active, joining the left­
wing Screen Writers Guild, and 
eventually joining the Communist
Party in 1943. This was at the 
time of the greatest acceptability 
of American Communism, when 
it was closely identified with 
traditional patriotism and popu­
lism, so it was not odd that in
1945 he worked as a writer for the
American delegation at the found­
ing conference of the United 
Nations Organisation and for the
American Air Force in the Pacific.

But after the Second World 
War, as after the First World
War, a Red scare swept the United 
States, this time taking the form 
of the witch-hunt which became 
known as McCarthyism after its 
best-known individual leader 'but 
which was mainly led by the | injuries. 
House of Representatives Commi­
ttee on Un-American Activities.

Saville Dictionary of Labour 
Biography vol. VI pp.18-21).

A.G. (Ambrose) Barker, who was 
an anarchist member of the League, 
was not a member of the council 
before 1889, or (as far as I am 
aware) after 1889. He does not 
seem to have played so prominent 
a part in the politics of the Socialist 
League as he did earlier in the Strat­
ford Dialectical and Radical Club 
and the Labour Emancipation 
League. It was however, Ambrose 
Barker who 'wrote unpublished 
memoirs cited by Quail' (see Quail 
The Slow Burning Fuse p. 17 et 
seq).

After his leaving the League in 
1888, H.A. Barker was active in 
J.L. Mahon's Labour Union and 
later in the I.L.P. Ambrose Barker, 
on the break up of the League in 
the early 1890's, joined the Freedom 
group, becoming editor of FREE­
DOM in 1930, a position he resigned 
in 1933 due to a long serious illness. 
Chris Milburn

One of the targets of this campaign 
at the height of the Cold War 
was the alleged 'Communist In­
filtration of the Motion-Picture 
Industry', and one of the victims 
was the leading Communist screen­
writer, Dalton Trumbo. In 1947 
he was summoned as an 'unfriend­
ly witness' by the Committee, 
and he gave the most unfriendly 
testimony in every sense, not only 
refusing to answer quetions about 
his or anyone else's politics but 
replying with furious attacks on the 
Committee. As a result, he was 
one of the 'Hollywood Ten' who 
were cited for contempt of Cong­
ress, and when they lost their 
appeals to the United States Sup­
reme Court he was imprisoned 
for a year in 1950.

Meanwhile he had quietly left 
the Communist Party in 1948 — 
though he briefly rejoined in 1*955 
to defend the prosecuted Party 
officials in California — and his 
last public involvement in left­
wing politics was to campaign 
for Henry Wallace as the Prog­
ressive Party presidential candidate 
in 1948. He lived in Mexico from 
1951 to 1954, but returned to the 
United States and resumed his 
career. Like the other victims 
of the witch-hunt, he was offi­
cially black listed from all work 

ated and hard-working, but lacking I *n American film industry; but, 
wealth or health. When his father unlike most Pe°P|e in films, writersunlike most people in films, writers
lost a job, they moved to Los | can work underground, and for 

ten years he was able to get em-
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(1) The origins of the theory of the 
mortal crisis and imminent coll­
apse of capitalism can be traced 
back to Rosa Luxemburg's The 
Accumulation of Capital (1912). 
In the 1920s the anti-bolshevik 
Communist Workers' Party of Ger-

— such as The Stuggle in the 
Factory — which are anything 
but inadequate, weak and pal­
try.

that if you know of a better 'ole 
you are well advised to go to it 
and from thence let the constip- | condemned 
ated world know that middle 
class merde still has its place 
much to the bewildered conster­
nation of those who mistakenly 
thought the first surrealist ex­
hibition in Paris was Dada's last 
word on the subject. For, little 
comrade, as the first bus leaves 
Hammersmith Garage at 5am while 
the fat-gutted bourgeoisie snore 
on and on and on, the sherry 
glasses and the petit fours clink 
as merrily as cash registers in the 
Champs Elysees or for that matter 
Wards in Piccadilly where Polish 
George and Irish Francois paddle 
in Guinness for the breathless 
delectation of the tourists and 
topless sunbathers on the Embank­
ment struggle sullenly to reclaim 
the day for the lascivious marbles 
of the Parthenon.

The new slimline Frau, clothes- 
peg on nose, and her compressed 
Town have been tracking a well- 
worn beat to the new in-place 
for the avant-garde of le monde 
d'art with the lifting of the lid

have certainly restored the rele­
vance of the perspective adopted 
in 1945.)

History of u floyul 
Ordnance Factory

ry of the 'decadence' of the cap­
italist system and its cycle of war­
reconstruction-crisis-war finds its 

back to the apparently accom- I foremost defendants in the Inter- 
and isolated the Dalmuir factory | plished in order to begin it afresh, | national Communist Current and

deride with unmerciful thorough­
ness the inadequacies, weaknesses

of Colchester Oysters. 'Don't phone 
us, we'll phone you,' must indeed 
be the message to be learned by 

ideological reasons from admitting | rote ancj then swallowed from the 
art on these marbled walls and 
those of us privileged — nay, 

to have genuine
Moyses on our walls must for 
all our conscious egos feel humbled 
to realise that here is a talent too 
large to be confined within three 
walls and a door. Indeed such 
is the breadth of the vision and 
the generosity of this unassuming 
artist that this is one door that 
can never be closed. The onward 
march of benighted humanity and 
young revolutionaries with curses 
on their lips and fire in their bellies 
if it signifies anything must sig­
nify that and to say that it is worth 
no more than the entrance fee 
puts monetarism in its place and to 
hell with it I say and this is true 
art that will last as long as the 
Andrex holds out.

to the theory as a feature disting-
tion.' I uishing revolutionary from refor-

'Proletarian revolutions' Marx | mist organisations. Today the theo- 
wrote, 'criticise themselves const­
antly, interrupt themselves conti-

rrti

control over workers' struggles to
be wrenched away from the trade
unions, the Labour Party and the
CP; workers had to rely entirely 
on their own strength, initative,
and consciousness:

'The working class . . . organ­
ising at the point of production, 
irrespective of craft or creed,
must jealously guard and retain | many (KAPD) regarded adherence 
control of their own organisa-

employing class to diffuse and 
confuse the working class struggle 
. . . The professional Trade Union 
leaders are, as has been often 
demonstrated, merely creatures of 
the employing class with the 
definite job of accepting on be­
half of the workers all kinds of 
anti-working class measures.'

Secondly, there is the pamph­
let's explanation of why trade 
unions are now counter-revolution­
ary organisations:

'Trade Unionism could, and did, 
win advantages in wages and 
conditions during the growth and 
expansion of the Capitalist System, 
but because of its structure as 
a reformist organisation it cannot 
operate today. The capitalist syst­
em is no longer capable of giving 
reforms. The present capitalist 
system of society has ceased to 
expand, and the various groups 
of capitalists throughout the world 
are forced into wars of annihi­
lation against each other in the 
attempt to keep the capitalist 
system in being. Under these 
circumstances the trade union lead­
ers can come to the workers only 
to announce further reductions 
in working conditions.'(1)

(Although the next 20-30 years 
were to witness a steady rise in 
working class standards of living 
and the maintenance of 'peace' 
in the capitalist heartlands, the 
system's relapse into crisis since 
the 1970s and the current war 
preparations of the bourgeoisie

in an effort to sabotage the sol- I deride with unmerciful thorough- I the Communist Workers' Organ-
idarity and unity of workers ness the inadequacies, weaknesses isation. The APCF, which the
which would have been necessary | and paltrinesses of their first authors of The Struggle in the

attempts.' If it is to eventually | Factory had recently left, falls
roughly within the same comm- 

tradition as the KAPD, 
attitude to its own past, if only I ICC and CWO, which probably 
because in the process of doing explains the authors' adherence to 
so it can rediscover achievements the theory of capitalist decadence.

Few of the issues which revolution­
aries discuss today are essentially 
novel. Since capitalism 'began', 
successive generations of revolu­
tionaries have grappled with the 
basically unchanging problems 
thrown up by a fundamentally 
unchanged social system. But the 
theoretical contributions of these 
revolutionaries and their practical 
attempts at supercession have en­
joyed little comparable contin­
uity. At most times few in num­
bers and limited in influence 
anyway, their thoughts and act­
ivities have been and are system­
atically marginalised, suppressed 
and erased by actual physical 
defeats and the ruling class's 
control over Culture, History, and 
most popular channels of comm­
unication. With the result that 
each generation of revolutionaries 
has to struggle very hard indeed to 
learn from the past: to recover, 
understand, assess, develop and im­
prove their predecessors' efforts.

Especially at a time like this, 
when the real mass workers' strug­
gles from which a lead might be 
taken are thin on the ground, 
and when there is little prospect 
that the revolution is going to 
break out tomorrow, it is hardly 
a waste of time to go back and re­
examine the history of the revol­
utionary movement. If there are 
few sources of optimism in our 
current everyday existence, we can 
at least gain comfort and confi­
dence from a sense of our own 
history — from the knowledge 
that we are neither alone nor un­
precedented in opposing capitalism 
and posing a genuine alternative. 
And so long as we do not approach 
the past in too reverent or anti­
quarian a way we can discover 
much to inform our current 
thoughts and actions and to pre­
pare more confidently for the strug­
gles ahead.

With these thoughts in mind 
I would like to draw attention to 
a pamphlet entitled The Struggle 
In The Factory: History of a 
Royal Ordnance Factory written 
by 'Equity' and published by the 
Glasgow Group of the Anarchist 
Federation in 1945. The relevance 
of this pamphlet's message has 
been undiminished by the forty 
years which have passed since it 
was first published.

The origins of the Anarchist 
Federation (Glasgow Group) can 
be traced back to the Socialist 
League of William Morris. When 
the League collapsed nationally

%
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to resist the redundancies imposed
towards the end of the war. I succeed, the revolutionary move-

Summing up the part played | ment needs to adopt a similar | unist 
by the CP at Dalmuir, the pam­
phlet states: ''They linked them­
selves with the policy of the emp­
loying class, their lackeys the
Trade Union leaders, and the
Labour leaders. The CP has become 
the most deadly of these react­
ionary forces because while all 
the others had been recognised, 
the full reaction of the Commun­
ist Party had still to be realised. It is
unfortunate that the workers who 
were temporarily dazzled by the 
blandishments of the CP had to 
learn the disastrous results of CP
policy, the hard way."

If The Struggle in the Factory
was only a historical record of the 
anti-working class war-time patriot­
ism of the CP it would still be
valuable. However it deserves to be 
recalled for being much more 
than just that. The general lessons 
it draws from specific examples 
have weathered the test of time 
well; this is what makes it a text 
for today's struggle every bit as 
much as it was a text for the 
struggle in 1945. This is especially 
true for three of the points the 
pamphlet makes. These points 
require little commentary so I'll 
let the pamphlet speak for itself.

Firstly, there is the crystal­
clear realisation of the role played
by the trade unions in the func­
tioning of modern capitalism:

around 1895 there emerged from
the remnants of the Glasgow
branch an Anarchist Group which 
maintained an active existence for
the next ten years. For a while
in the first decade of the 1900s
it was partially eclipsed by the
neighbouring Paisley Group but
by May 1912 had revived suffi­
ciently to be able to publish the
first of what turned out to be 34
issues of a weekly paper, The
Anarchist, under the editorship of
George Barrett (aka Ballard).

In 1917 the Glasgow Communist
Group, formed four or five years
previously under the influence of
Guy Aldred, joined forces with
the Anarchists. The name Glasgow
Anarchist Group was retained after
the merger until 1920 when the
title Glasgow Communist Group
was adopted.

During these years the Group
used the London-based monthly,
The Spur, (edited by Aldred and
Rose Witcop) to publicise their I 'The official Trade Union is 
views and activities. In February | now part of the apparatus of the 
1921 the Group started up its
own paper, The Red Commune,
but this was suppressed after 
only one issue, with two members,
Jenny Patrick and Douglas Mc-
Leish, plus Aldred and the printer
Andrew Fleming, being successively
prosecuted for sedition. Later the 
same year the Glasgow Communist
Group became the Central Group
of the newly-formed Anti-Par-
liamentary Communist Federation.

In 1933 Guy Aldred announced
his resignation from the APCP 
and soon afterwards formed the
United Socialist Movement, which
remained in existence well into
the 1960s. In 1936 there was an­
other split in the APCF, when the 
anarchist-inclined members with­
drew to form the Glasgow Anar­
chist-Communist Federation. In
1938 they published a short pam­
phlet about Kronstadt by Emma
Goldman called Trotsky Protests
Too Much. The following year,
by which time the organisation was
known simply as the Anarchist
Federation, they brought out Bol­
shevism: Promises and Reality by G
Maximov. ( Meanwhile what was
left of the APCF carried on, chang­
ing its name to the Workers' Rev­
olutionary League in 1941.)

The Struggle in the Factory:
History of a Royal Ordnance
Factory is an account of events
in the Dalmuir Royal Ordnance
Factory, Clydebank, Glasgow, dur­
ing the second world war: ''It 
is the story of workers' struggles

V * * ** \ * i • -
Arthur Moyse: Collages I Truly old comrades can remem-
Zero One Gallery, 84b White- ber Shirley Temple and our long- 
chapel High St, London E1, until shed tears as she tapped her merry 
August 20 way UP the steps of Sacre Coeur

arm in arm with Bill Bojangles 
Robinson and will recall as they 
sit on the only throne in the 
smallest gallery in Town the inno­
cent pleasure we must forever 
be relieving from making our own 
contribution to the fertility of the

and it must be sadly admitted the | Thames Estuary and the flavour 
elbow to offer one of the smallest 
openings of the current season. 
Nevertheless let us not shrink for

• The history of Dalmuir R.O.F. is 
the history of any other war-time 
factory, it is the story of workers’ 
struggle against the forces of capi­
talism aided and abetted by the 
fakirs of the trade unions and the 
Communist Party. Faced with 
these odds it is creditable that the 
workers did not succumb entirely, 
and that a hand of them contin­
ued in opposition and endeavour­
ed to preserve some degree of 
sanity throughout the welter of 
lies, distortions and intrigue that 
surrounded the worker.

against the forces of capitalism
aided and abetted by the fakirs
of the trade unions and the Comm­
unist Party." I Thirdly, pointing the way ahead,

A large part of it is taken up by | the pamphlet ends by calling for 
a detailed examination and con­
demnation of the role played by 
the Communist Party. Once Russia 
had entered the war the CP re­
versed its earlier policy of obst­
ructing the war effort and "pro­
ceeded to sabotage all direct act­
ion." It gained control of the
Dalmuir Shop Stewards' Commi­
ttee, kept control of it through 
various bureaucratic manoeuvres, 
resolved to extend and intensify 
the training of women and youths
so that skilled men could be 
released for the armed forces,
collaborated with, and supported | nually in their own course, come 
the demands of, the employers,



MH

Trotsky 
Philistines

in the green hell on one of the 
roofs of the Barbican. What the 
Brothers have attempted and are 
succeeding in doing is welding 
metal to sound in their abstract 
scuptures and it is fun time. One 
taps and bangs and rattles the 
sheets of sculptured metals and 
glorious sounds echo in the gallery. 
Twelve semitones in one octave, 
giving out 120 notes in competition 
with the cheese buffet and the 
abstract sculpture that pours out 
a continuous flow of champagne. 
The sight of a bearded Baschet 
brother frantically pouring bottles 
of champagne into the 'conti­
nually' flowing champagne abstract 
sound scupture to keep it cont­
inually flowing champagne; adults 
and small children banging away 
at the Baschet brothers Sound 
Sculptures, seeking the ten octaves 
to make with the music and 
Paradise enow.

Yet all art is surface value for

come the brute realities of hunger 
or impending death by violence 
it is no more than old rain upon 
dead windows. I stand within the 
National Gallery, glass in hand, 
viewing the collective work of 
'Manet at Work' and as I gaze 
at the fragmented pieces of the 
painting of 'The Execution of 
Maximilian' I choose to remember 
how all those years ago I prowled 
through the dusty basement of the 
National Gallery pulling aside heavy 
framed painting after heavy framed 
painting, to reveal in the gloom the 
piece of the Emperor Maximilian. 
I measured the pieces of isolated 
pieces, in different galleries, with 
a length of string, and wrote and 
argued that these pieces should 
be replaced in one single frame, 
and if after all those years no-one 
will cry glory glory towards me 
standing by the wine table, then 
I will claim my right on behalf 
of myself and the columns of 
FREEDOM to cry to the Town 
and his stringless frau, regard us 
as your hosts.

tmviwas
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anarchist movement.
The new edition has been 

reproduced directly from the old 
one in a slightly smaller format, 
with the loss of half the illust­
rations and without any additions 
or corrections. As a result, the 
foreword by Raphael Samuel and 
the preface by Stan Shipley are 
rather out of date, and the various 
minor errors in the original have 
been repeated. For example, it is 
not true that Bradlaugh 'support­
ed coercion in Ireland'; he opposed 
it from beginning to end. It is 
not true that Frank Kitz's 'father 
was a German'; he was an English­
man. It is not true that the Glasse 
who attended the clubs was 'very 
likely' John Glasse of Edinburgh; 
he was Henry Glasse, who became 
an anarchist and went to South 
Africa. The silliest mistake of all 
is to give the date of the first 
edition as 1971, when it was 
10 January 1972.

It is a pity that there isn't a 
new introduction and the the 
text hasn't been corrected, esp­
ecially in view of the price, but 
the booklet still has considerable 
historical value and is also very 
readable.

Were Manet, Sickert, Augustus 
John, Ben Shahn and all the others 
of that style major painters? I 
would say no, for although they 
gave pleasure they were no more 
than journalists of the brush. With 
swift and facile strokes they caught 
a moment in time that holds us for 
a brief moment like newspaper 
headlines. Van Gogh in his early 
years and his sombre 'Potato 
Eaters' period was a visual jour­
nalist and as with Manet and the 
others it was only in his last agon­
ising few months that the artist 
began to emerge. So be it for a 
good and enjoyable exhibition, but 
there at the Royal Academy is the 
artist whose work always gave me 
pleasure. A minor artist in his own 
right, his empty landscapes of 
lovely infantile flat colours demand 
nothing of the mind or the soul and 
his work will survive as will that of 
Edward Burra as an 'English artist' 
of the period, when the rest of the 
major rubbish has gone down to the 
basement to take the place of the 
Emperor Max now on honoured 
view. The artist is Tristram Hillier 
who died this year, and I will 
sit in my torn night shirt at this 
typewriter and read his letter to 
me. Dated the 11th September 
1954 on Arthur Tooth & Sons 
31 Bruton Street W1 notepaper 
it reads (quote), 'In gratitude to 
Arthur Moyse without whose assist­
ance I would never have finished 
my painting 'The Crucifixion' 
(signed) Tristram Hillier 11/10/54.'

And let the academic historians 
wonder how or why.

Arthur Moyse

This remarkable study of a neg­
lected aspect of the British left 
was first published in 1972 as the 
fifth of the original History Work­
shop Pamphlets, and has now 
been republished as the first of a 
new series of booklets jointly 
produced by the Journeyman Press 
and the London History Workshop 
Centre.

The three sections describe the 
London followers of Bronterre 
O'Brien, the Chartist leader who 
advocated revolutionary socialism 
with an emphasis on land and 
currency; the working-men's club 
which flourished in London during 
the 1870s and early 1880s; and the 
Manhood Suffrage League, which 
was an important focus of soc­
ialism at that time. Stan Ship- 
ley's research, which began when 
he was a student at Ruskin College, 
Oxford, and is based almost en­
tirely on primary sources, brings 
to light many obscure individuals 
and developments during that sig­
nificant stage in our past, includ­
ing some later involved in the

Club Life and Socialism in Mid­
Victorian London by Stan Ship- 
ley (Journeyman Press, paperback 
£2.75).

So too is the Sound Sculp­
ture by the Baschet Brothers,

Vardin, Libedinsky, Pletnev, Bukh- I three quarters of this century 
arin and other — present or absent were employed to produce it and, 
— friends to shreds, wit' the mouth as with much of the out-door 
wit' the mouth, for Trotsky was a visual advertising of the inter-war 
brilliant and practised speaker dev- I years, it merged into our folk 
oid of simple and human pity, culture. Yet as I stood viewing 
We are fortunate that there is" a I the paintings and drawings of 
small pamphlet of 28 pages still McKnight, Anon, Bateman, Rex 
in circulation that dates from the Whistler, Graham Sutherland, Paul 
July 1967 Fourth International Nash, Hillier, and others, a crijic 
debate, which gives us a blow of a national paper whispered 
upon blow account of the debate words in my ear that he would 
calling for the whoring and ther^ never dare to write — 'It's all 
the slaughtering of the Muses. Hitler Third Reich shit,' but he was 
And in that ancient debate Trot- wrong, for here was an exhibition 
sky rejected the myth of prol- that could only be interpreted 
etarian culture, arguing that the by a Marxist analysis or, failing 
traditional period between a bour- the LSE state grant, ordinary 
geois society and a socialist society lumpenproletarian common sense, 
was too brief for the revolutionary For one painting in isolation means 
proletarian to create a proletarian nothing, but when the entire 
culture, but come his workers.' oeuvre propagates a visual world 
state, then a new working class of wealthy, stable, non-political, 
culture would emerge. That is pure industrial unrest; free, no-sweat 
rubbish, for what they are demand- living, then the correct assumption 
ing of the hired Grub Street hack must be that it is wealthy middle 
is no more than the pay masters class art, commissioned by a 
of history have demanded for theif wealthy middle class orientated 
gelt, and that is the right to dictate sales organisation, to appeal to the 
the style, size and subject matter desired values of a wealthy middle 
of the creative work. For, comrade, class. Here was a world ruined 
if you take the money for sitting by the death of millions in a war 
on your arse in the rent-free ivory called Great. A world of mass 
tower, then don t whine about misery and unemployment, of 
the product. For Trotsky accepted vile slums and hunger and human 
that art is no more than the idle degradation, but nowhere in all 
amusement of any wealthy middle these works on view does that 
class society, and as such it would fact surface or is it even hinted 
be necessary to rob and rape it at. The 'sales force' would be 
to fertilise the new work ing. class foolish if they had done that, 
state culture. Yet hidden in that for in those inter-war years the 
chill debate was the message and I emerging motoring class was middle 
quote, 'That alongside a flex- class, and so it must follow that 
ible and far-seeing policy in the advertising played to their social 
field of art we need a resolute and fantasies and to do that, they 
severe, but of course not petty, hired the artist’and he or she 
censorship.' And Trotsky will be stripped, climbed onto the table 
the judge and Trotsky will be the and danced. Accept that, and 
jailor and he spoke with an open one can enjoy craftsman/woman- 
mind. All this would be slaughter- ship. Right, Leoni Of all the 
house academic were it not for work on view at the Barbican's 
the Shell exhibition at the topless Shell exhibition there is nothing 
towers within the Barbican Art of any lasting value, for like rel- 
Gallery. igious art it survives only because

It is what it is - a pleasant of its subject matter, a wealthy, 
and undemanding exhibition of the green and pleasant land, made 
visual works of art commissioned mobile by Shell petrol - but 
by the advertising department of it is a pleasant exhibition, never- 
Shell to increase the sale of their | theless. 
petrol and oil. The best artist 
craftsmen and women of the last

One of the minor irritations en­
gendered by men and women of 
acclaimed genius is that they, 
and those who adore them, assume 
or believe that they are author­
ities on any other minor or major 
unrelated subject. This is a fault 
of which, I pray, I have never nor 
will ever be guilty, for I know that 
there are areas of human know­
ledge that I would hesitate to 
express an opinion on. Not so 
Trotsky — for between organising 
a revolution, creating an army, 
murdering anarchists and getting 
into Joe's bad books, Leon - 
like Hitler, Napoleon and my 
late and unlamented aunt — had 
what are knqwn as decided views 
on any subject under the hammer. 
That their opinions on a dull day 
should be of some slight interest 
in the matter of wine, buildings, 
music or the gourmet value of the 
four minute egg, should not be 
denied them, but the irritation 
arises from the action of their 
dedicated followers stamping the 
seal of approval on their polemic 
by stating that Trotsky said, 
Napoleon said, Malatesta said, Bak­
unin said, Lenin said, Mrs Thatcher 
said ... in the belief that that 
endorses anything and closes any 
discussion.

Trotsky's curse was that he 
believed, and his latter day breath­
ing followers believe — and pro­
claim — that Trotsky was an 
authority on poetry, literature and 
painting. Given a platform or 
a sheet of lined paper Trotsky 
spelt out the definitive judgement 
on any novel, poem or painting 
of which his library ticket availed 
him. He had very little understand­
ing that these creative works 
could be things of beauty in their 
own right or that the genius of the 
master craftsman could still sur­
vive, no matter who the pay master 
or what the subject matter. For 

like many educated 
accepted the arts

as no more than the hired or 
conscripted tools of a noble or 
ignoble cause or conspiracy.

On May 9th, 1924, Trotsky, 
arriving late at a conference on 
Party Policy in the Field of Imag- 
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Do keep up the excellent work, 
I imagine it must be very frust­
rating at times. Keep in mind, 
though, that there are many readers 
out there, such as myself, who 
look forward to receiving their 
next copies of FREEDOM. On to 
the next decade!

CUBA AND 
AUSTRALIA

ri

We drifted off, but intend to 
return — our main failure was in 
not taking leaflets to explain our 
action to staff we encountered. 
Next day Peace News arrived, 
suggesting we protest at tax offices 
- practice and theory.

Mr Goddard, a Council Spokes­
man, said in a radio interview 
that asbestos has only recently 
become recognised as a dangerous 
building material and all the ten­
ants in Livingstone will have to 
move out while alterations are 
made. A small compensation will 
be paid but no admission was 
made about white asbestos.

We then went to look round 
the very large bunker situated 
nearby and found the gate open! 
We were able to look all round the 
outside noting new maintenance 
work that had been done recently. 
The door bell remained seized- 
up. Requests, to nearby offices 
provided us with the information 
that the bunker is administered 
by the Property Services Agency, 
who also service Lakenheath. So 
we went to complain at their office 
block. Our requests for informa­
tion about our places in the bun­
kers, and the supplying of mat­
erials to Lakenheath were refused 
by Mr Harding of the PSA who 
announced he had called the pol-

I am writing to draw the attention 
of your readers to the plight of 
two political prisoners in Cuba 
who are in urgent need of support 
and solidarity from all who care 
for human freedom.

Victor Miguel Canton Gomez 
(born 1941) took part in youth 
activities while studying at the 
Escuela de Comerico. After the 
revolution he realised that the new 
government was totally loyal to 
a communist system and he began 
to oppose it.

He has been in prison since 
June 23 1962, having been sen­
tenced to 30 years imprisonment 
because, according to the 'Rev­
olutionary Tribunal', he did not 
belive in the communist ideals, 
had helped two friends who shared 
his beliefs and participated in the 
fight against Cuba's communist 
regime. At present he is kept 
isolated and is not allowed to 
receive visitors or letters.

Roberto Martin Perez Rodrideqz 
has been imprisoned since Aug­
ust 13 1959. He was also sentenced 
to 30 years. He is being held in

order given to the tenants of 
Livingstone (no relation) estate 
in Wandsworth (south-west London) 
that they must not decorate, 
drill or make any alterations in 
their flats (in which most tenants 
have been living for many years) 
because of the now admitted 
presence of blue asbestos in the 
building.

n

About 85 years since the first 
intimations of danger in the use 
of asbestos, the General, 
cipal and Boilermakers'
has urged the speedy implemen­
tation of safety laws governing 
its use.

Happily this coincides with the
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a cell by himself and his health 
is in very poor condition. He is 
being denied urgent medical att­
ention necessary because of com­
plications with a wound recieved 
during a prison protest in 1975.

Further information about these 
cases can be obtained from In­
ternational Society For Human 
Rights, 14 Newland Road, Ban­
bury, Oxford OX16 8HQ. Tel 
(0295) 58345 or 01-607 9778.

In the USA write to: Clare 
Berta Canton (Victor), 761 NW 
22 PL Miami, Florida 33135; and 
Glenda Perez Menes (Roberta's 
daughter), 35 SW 21st Ave, Miami, 
Florida 33135.

I appeal to all readers to ob­
tain the necessary information, 
write to the Cuban authorities 
requesting that they receive med­
ical treatment, be released and 
allowed to emigrate to the US 
to be re-united with their families, 
and to publicise these cases as 
widely as possible so that they 
and many thousands like them 
can be helped.

On Thursday, August 4, about 
nine adults and two children staged 
a three hour protest at Cambridge 
Regional Tax Office in Brook­
lands Avenue. The protestors, inc­
luding members of Saffron Wal­
den Group Against Nuclear Weap­
ons, and anarchists from Cam­
bridge, Stambourne and Saffron 
Walden, objected to the p.a.y.e. 
system of compulsory taxation for 
war.

We surveyed the offices in ad­
vance, and had some Idea of what 
to expect in terms of layout and 
security. Our protest was situated 
at the junction of two heavily 
used corridors. Initially members 
of staff tried to talk us out of 
our protest but eventually tried 
to ignore us. Out response was 
to wander round the building 
entering the 'private' offices to 
talk to people in the building — 
this tactic, combined with our 
refusal to leave prompted them to 
call the police. Senior members 
of staff locked themselves in their 
offices refusing to accept any form 
of official complaint from us.

Eventually the police arrived and 
forced us to leave, but not before 
we had left a letter explaining 
our protest with Mr Pilkington

we can reclaim the City for our­
selves. There will be a carnival 
on the streets, and a chance to 
show our opposition to the death 
machine.

STOPTHE CITY' is intended 
to be a peaceful action.

Co-ordinating meetings are every 
Monday at 6pm at 6 Endsleigh St, 
London WC1.

There will be a General Planning 
Meeting on September 3rd at 
10am to 6pm, Tonsbridge Club, 
Cromer St, London WC1.

On the 29th September, arrival 
points for STOP 'THE CITY' will 
be at Finsbury Square and the 
steps of St Pauls Cathedral. These 
will begin at 6am and continue 
for people arriving throughout 
the day .01-247 3015 is the contact 
phone number on the day.

Accomodation organised from 
121 Bookshop, 121 Railton Rd, 
Brixton, 01-274 6655.

More information from STOP 
'THE CITY’ c/o London Green­
peace, 6 Endsleigh St, London 
WC1. Phone Dave 01-809 1 346, 
Andrew 01-609 1852( London)
or 061 928 9134 (Manchester).

months, adding a critical twist 
to the nuclear arms spiral.

Meanwhile, the major banks 
of the USA and Western Europe 
are imposing vicious cuts on the 
working and peasant peoples' living 
standards in the Third World 
(notably Brazil and Mexico at 
present) in order to pay for their 
own mistakes of the last decade. *

Much of this rapidly deterior­
ating situation can be traced back 
to the financial institutions based 
in the industrially advanced coun­
tries, which provide a billion 
pounds or more a day to finance 
military expenditure, and in whose 
interests most wars are fought. 
'The City’ area of London is one 
of the major centres of these 
institutions.

In the light of this situation, 
there are plans to STOP 'THE 
CITY' on September 29 1983.This 
is the day when profits for the 
summer are reckoned up. It is a 
chance to show that the will of 
the people is stronger than the 
institutions of war and destruc­
tion. We are calling on City work­
ers to take the day off. Together

if ’
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As you read this, wars are raging 
STOP THE CITY throughout the world, in the

Middle East, Southern Africa and 
elsewhere. As if these were not 
bad enough, it seems that further 
wars — if not global war — are 
looming on the political horizon. 
Witness the drift of Central Amer­
ica towards the status of a new 
Vietnam; and the stationing of a 
new generation of nuclear weap­
ons in Europe in the next few

who was 'in charge' that day. 
Members of the public we encoun­
tered were enthusiastic about our 
action.

As a postcript to your report of 
the Census (7 August 1982), 
the wheels of the legal machinery 
obviously grind more slowly on 
this side of the Atlantic. After 
varying degrees of hassle concern­
ing my refusal to fill in the 1981 
census form, I finally appeared in 
court on 22 April this year and 
pleaded not guilty. While I was 
naturally found guilty, I was 
given an absolute discharge, and, 
most importantly, not required to 
fill in the form (unlike similar 
judgements across the country). 
Most gratifying was the support 
I received from other people who 
have vowed not to fill in their 
forms next time the State comes 
to pry into their lives, so I do 
feel that the action has had some 
educational value, no matter how 
small.

BP will be blockaded by Abori­
gines and other non-violent pro­
testers from August 27 for ten 
days. Over a thousand demon­
strators will blockade the proposed 
Roxby Downs uranium/ copper/ 
gold mine in South Australia. 
If it opens this will be the world's 
largest mine and will have devast­
ating consequences not only for 
white Australians, but the Abor­
iginal people on whose land the 
project is situated. Western Mining 
Corporation of Australian (51%) 
and British Petroleum (49%) have 
refused to even discuss Aborigi­
nal land rights with the owners, 
the Kokatha people. To support 
(or join) the blockade, contact 
Roxby Action Group c/o Cam­
paign Against Nuclear Energy 
(CANE) 291 Morpheth St, Ad­
elaide 5000, Australia. Join suoport 
action in Britain on August 29 — 
contact PARTIZANS (People Ag­
ainst Rio Tinto Zinc), 218 Liver­
pool Road, London N1, (01-
609 1852).

n
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Trotsky 
Philistines

in the green hell on one of the 
roofs of the Barbican. What the 
Brothers have attempted and are 
succeeding in doing is welding 
metal to sound in their abstract 
scuptures and it is fun time. One 
taps and bangs and rattles the 
sheets of sculptured metals and 
glorious sounds echo in the gallery. 
Twelve semitones in one octave, 
giving out 120 notes in competition 
with the cheese buffet and the 
abstract sculpture that pours out 
a continuous flow of champagne. 
The sight of a bearded Baschet 
brother frantically pouring bottles 
of champagne into the 'conti­
nually' flowing champagne abstract 
sound scupture to keep it cont­
inually flowing champagne; adults 
and small children banging away 
at the Baschet brothers Sound 
Sculptures, seeking the ten octaves 
to make with the music and 
Paradise enow.

Yet all art is surface value for

come the brute realities of hunger 
or impending death by violence 
it is no more than old rain upon 
dead windows. I stand within the 
National Gallery, glass in hand, 
viewing the collective work of 
'Manet at Work' and as I gaze 
at the fragmented pieces of the 
painting of 'The Execution of 
Maximilian' I choose to remember 
how all those years ago I prowled 
through the dusty basement of the 
National Gallery pulling aside heavy 
framed painting after heavy framed 
painting, to reveal in the gloom the 
piece of the Emperor Maximilian. 
I measured the pieces of isolated 
pieces, in different galleries, with 
a length of string, and wrote and 
argued that these pieces should 
be replaced in one single frame, 
and if after all those years no-one 
will cry glory glory towards me 
standing by the wine table, then 
I will claim my right on behalf 
of myself and the columns of 
FREEDOM to cry to the Town 
and his stringless frau, regard us 
as your hosts.

tmviwas
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anarchist movement.
The new edition has been 

reproduced directly from the old 
one in a slightly smaller format, 
with the loss of half the illust­
rations and without any additions 
or corrections. As a result, the 
foreword by Raphael Samuel and 
the preface by Stan Shipley are 
rather out of date, and the various 
minor errors in the original have 
been repeated. For example, it is 
not true that Bradlaugh 'support­
ed coercion in Ireland'; he opposed 
it from beginning to end. It is 
not true that Frank Kitz's 'father 
was a German'; he was an English­
man. It is not true that the Glasse 
who attended the clubs was 'very 
likely' John Glasse of Edinburgh; 
he was Henry Glasse, who became 
an anarchist and went to South 
Africa. The silliest mistake of all 
is to give the date of the first 
edition as 1971, when it was 
10 January 1972.

It is a pity that there isn't a 
new introduction and the the 
text hasn't been corrected, esp­
ecially in view of the price, but 
the booklet still has considerable 
historical value and is also very 
readable.

Were Manet, Sickert, Augustus 
John, Ben Shahn and all the others 
of that style major painters? I 
would say no, for although they 
gave pleasure they were no more 
than journalists of the brush. With 
swift and facile strokes they caught 
a moment in time that holds us for 
a brief moment like newspaper 
headlines. Van Gogh in his early 
years and his sombre 'Potato 
Eaters' period was a visual jour­
nalist and as with Manet and the 
others it was only in his last agon­
ising few months that the artist 
began to emerge. So be it for a 
good and enjoyable exhibition, but 
there at the Royal Academy is the 
artist whose work always gave me 
pleasure. A minor artist in his own 
right, his empty landscapes of 
lovely infantile flat colours demand 
nothing of the mind or the soul and 
his work will survive as will that of 
Edward Burra as an 'English artist' 
of the period, when the rest of the 
major rubbish has gone down to the 
basement to take the place of the 
Emperor Max now on honoured 
view. The artist is Tristram Hillier 
who died this year, and I will 
sit in my torn night shirt at this 
typewriter and read his letter to 
me. Dated the 11th September 
1954 on Arthur Tooth & Sons 
31 Bruton Street W1 notepaper 
it reads (quote), 'In gratitude to 
Arthur Moyse without whose assist­
ance I would never have finished 
my painting 'The Crucifixion' 
(signed) Tristram Hillier 11/10/54.'

And let the academic historians 
wonder how or why.

Arthur Moyse

This remarkable study of a neg­
lected aspect of the British left 
was first published in 1972 as the 
fifth of the original History Work­
shop Pamphlets, and has now 
been republished as the first of a 
new series of booklets jointly 
produced by the Journeyman Press 
and the London History Workshop 
Centre.

The three sections describe the 
London followers of Bronterre 
O'Brien, the Chartist leader who 
advocated revolutionary socialism 
with an emphasis on land and 
currency; the working-men's club 
which flourished in London during 
the 1870s and early 1880s; and the 
Manhood Suffrage League, which 
was an important focus of soc­
ialism at that time. Stan Ship- 
ley's research, which began when 
he was a student at Ruskin College, 
Oxford, and is based almost en­
tirely on primary sources, brings 
to light many obscure individuals 
and developments during that sig­
nificant stage in our past, includ­
ing some later involved in the

Club Life and Socialism in Mid­
Victorian London by Stan Ship- 
ley (Journeyman Press, paperback 
£2.75).

So too is the Sound Sculp­
ture by the Baschet Brothers,

Vardin, Libedinsky, Pletnev, Bukh- I three quarters of this century 
arin and other — present or absent were employed to produce it and, 
— friends to shreds, wit' the mouth as with much of the out-door 
wit' the mouth, for Trotsky was a visual advertising of the inter-war 
brilliant and practised speaker dev- I years, it merged into our folk 
oid of simple and human pity, culture. Yet as I stood viewing 
We are fortunate that there is" a I the paintings and drawings of 
small pamphlet of 28 pages still McKnight, Anon, Bateman, Rex 
in circulation that dates from the Whistler, Graham Sutherland, Paul 
July 1967 Fourth International Nash, Hillier, and others, a crijic 
debate, which gives us a blow of a national paper whispered 
upon blow account of the debate words in my ear that he would 
calling for the whoring and ther^ never dare to write — 'It's all 
the slaughtering of the Muses. Hitler Third Reich shit,' but he was 
And in that ancient debate Trot- wrong, for here was an exhibition 
sky rejected the myth of prol- that could only be interpreted 
etarian culture, arguing that the by a Marxist analysis or, failing 
traditional period between a bour- the LSE state grant, ordinary 
geois society and a socialist society lumpenproletarian common sense, 
was too brief for the revolutionary For one painting in isolation means 
proletarian to create a proletarian nothing, but when the entire 
culture, but come his workers.' oeuvre propagates a visual world 
state, then a new working class of wealthy, stable, non-political, 
culture would emerge. That is pure industrial unrest; free, no-sweat 
rubbish, for what they are demand- living, then the correct assumption 
ing of the hired Grub Street hack must be that it is wealthy middle 
is no more than the pay masters class art, commissioned by a 
of history have demanded for theif wealthy middle class orientated 
gelt, and that is the right to dictate sales organisation, to appeal to the 
the style, size and subject matter desired values of a wealthy middle 
of the creative work. For, comrade, class. Here was a world ruined 
if you take the money for sitting by the death of millions in a war 
on your arse in the rent-free ivory called Great. A world of mass 
tower, then don t whine about misery and unemployment, of 
the product. For Trotsky accepted vile slums and hunger and human 
that art is no more than the idle degradation, but nowhere in all 
amusement of any wealthy middle these works on view does that 
class society, and as such it would fact surface or is it even hinted 
be necessary to rob and rape it at. The 'sales force' would be 
to fertilise the new work ing. class foolish if they had done that, 
state culture. Yet hidden in that for in those inter-war years the 
chill debate was the message and I emerging motoring class was middle 
quote, 'That alongside a flex- class, and so it must follow that 
ible and far-seeing policy in the advertising played to their social 
field of art we need a resolute and fantasies and to do that, they 
severe, but of course not petty, hired the artist’and he or she 
censorship.' And Trotsky will be stripped, climbed onto the table 
the judge and Trotsky will be the and danced. Accept that, and 
jailor and he spoke with an open one can enjoy craftsman/woman- 
mind. All this would be slaughter- ship. Right, Leoni Of all the 
house academic were it not for work on view at the Barbican's 
the Shell exhibition at the topless Shell exhibition there is nothing 
towers within the Barbican Art of any lasting value, for like rel- 
Gallery. igious art it survives only because

It is what it is - a pleasant of its subject matter, a wealthy, 
and undemanding exhibition of the green and pleasant land, made 
visual works of art commissioned mobile by Shell petrol - but 
by the advertising department of it is a pleasant exhibition, never- 
Shell to increase the sale of their | theless. 
petrol and oil. The best artist 
craftsmen and women of the last

One of the minor irritations en­
gendered by men and women of 
acclaimed genius is that they, 
and those who adore them, assume 
or believe that they are author­
ities on any other minor or major 
unrelated subject. This is a fault 
of which, I pray, I have never nor 
will ever be guilty, for I know that 
there are areas of human know­
ledge that I would hesitate to 
express an opinion on. Not so 
Trotsky — for between organising 
a revolution, creating an army, 
murdering anarchists and getting 
into Joe's bad books, Leon - 
like Hitler, Napoleon and my 
late and unlamented aunt — had 
what are knqwn as decided views 
on any subject under the hammer. 
That their opinions on a dull day 
should be of some slight interest 
in the matter of wine, buildings, 
music or the gourmet value of the 
four minute egg, should not be 
denied them, but the irritation 
arises from the action of their 
dedicated followers stamping the 
seal of approval on their polemic 
by stating that Trotsky said, 
Napoleon said, Malatesta said, Bak­
unin said, Lenin said, Mrs Thatcher 
said ... in the belief that that 
endorses anything and closes any 
discussion.

Trotsky's curse was that he 
believed, and his latter day breath­
ing followers believe — and pro­
claim — that Trotsky was an 
authority on poetry, literature and 
painting. Given a platform or 
a sheet of lined paper Trotsky 
spelt out the definitive judgement 
on any novel, poem or painting 
of which his library ticket availed 
him. He had very little understand­
ing that these creative works 
could be things of beauty in their 
own right or that the genius of the 
master craftsman could still sur­
vive, no matter who the pay master 
or what the subject matter. For 

like many educated 
accepted the arts

as no more than the hired or 
conscripted tools of a noble or 
ignoble cause or conspiracy.

On May 9th, 1924, Trotsky, 
arriving late at a conference on 
Party Policy in the Field of Imag- 
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Do keep up the excellent work, 
I imagine it must be very frust­
rating at times. Keep in mind, 
though, that there are many readers 
out there, such as myself, who 
look forward to receiving their 
next copies of FREEDOM. On to 
the next decade!

CUBA AND 
AUSTRALIA

ri

We drifted off, but intend to 
return — our main failure was in 
not taking leaflets to explain our 
action to staff we encountered. 
Next day Peace News arrived, 
suggesting we protest at tax offices 
- practice and theory.

Mr Goddard, a Council Spokes­
man, said in a radio interview 
that asbestos has only recently 
become recognised as a dangerous 
building material and all the ten­
ants in Livingstone will have to 
move out while alterations are 
made. A small compensation will 
be paid but no admission was 
made about white asbestos.

We then went to look round 
the very large bunker situated 
nearby and found the gate open! 
We were able to look all round the 
outside noting new maintenance 
work that had been done recently. 
The door bell remained seized- 
up. Requests, to nearby offices 
provided us with the information 
that the bunker is administered 
by the Property Services Agency, 
who also service Lakenheath. So 
we went to complain at their office 
block. Our requests for informa­
tion about our places in the bun­
kers, and the supplying of mat­
erials to Lakenheath were refused 
by Mr Harding of the PSA who 
announced he had called the pol-

I am writing to draw the attention 
of your readers to the plight of 
two political prisoners in Cuba 
who are in urgent need of support 
and solidarity from all who care 
for human freedom.

Victor Miguel Canton Gomez 
(born 1941) took part in youth 
activities while studying at the 
Escuela de Comerico. After the 
revolution he realised that the new 
government was totally loyal to 
a communist system and he began 
to oppose it.

He has been in prison since 
June 23 1962, having been sen­
tenced to 30 years imprisonment 
because, according to the 'Rev­
olutionary Tribunal', he did not 
belive in the communist ideals, 
had helped two friends who shared 
his beliefs and participated in the 
fight against Cuba's communist 
regime. At present he is kept 
isolated and is not allowed to 
receive visitors or letters.

Roberto Martin Perez Rodrideqz 
has been imprisoned since Aug­
ust 13 1959. He was also sentenced 
to 30 years. He is being held in

order given to the tenants of 
Livingstone (no relation) estate 
in Wandsworth (south-west London) 
that they must not decorate, 
drill or make any alterations in 
their flats (in which most tenants 
have been living for many years) 
because of the now admitted 
presence of blue asbestos in the 
building.

n

About 85 years since the first 
intimations of danger in the use 
of asbestos, the General, 
cipal and Boilermakers'
has urged the speedy implemen­
tation of safety laws governing 
its use.

Happily this coincides with the
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a cell by himself and his health 
is in very poor condition. He is 
being denied urgent medical att­
ention necessary because of com­
plications with a wound recieved 
during a prison protest in 1975.

Further information about these 
cases can be obtained from In­
ternational Society For Human 
Rights, 14 Newland Road, Ban­
bury, Oxford OX16 8HQ. Tel 
(0295) 58345 or 01-607 9778.

In the USA write to: Clare 
Berta Canton (Victor), 761 NW 
22 PL Miami, Florida 33135; and 
Glenda Perez Menes (Roberta's 
daughter), 35 SW 21st Ave, Miami, 
Florida 33135.

I appeal to all readers to ob­
tain the necessary information, 
write to the Cuban authorities 
requesting that they receive med­
ical treatment, be released and 
allowed to emigrate to the US 
to be re-united with their families, 
and to publicise these cases as 
widely as possible so that they 
and many thousands like them 
can be helped.

On Thursday, August 4, about 
nine adults and two children staged 
a three hour protest at Cambridge 
Regional Tax Office in Brook­
lands Avenue. The protestors, inc­
luding members of Saffron Wal­
den Group Against Nuclear Weap­
ons, and anarchists from Cam­
bridge, Stambourne and Saffron 
Walden, objected to the p.a.y.e. 
system of compulsory taxation for 
war.

We surveyed the offices in ad­
vance, and had some Idea of what 
to expect in terms of layout and 
security. Our protest was situated 
at the junction of two heavily 
used corridors. Initially members 
of staff tried to talk us out of 
our protest but eventually tried 
to ignore us. Out response was 
to wander round the building 
entering the 'private' offices to 
talk to people in the building — 
this tactic, combined with our 
refusal to leave prompted them to 
call the police. Senior members 
of staff locked themselves in their 
offices refusing to accept any form 
of official complaint from us.

Eventually the police arrived and 
forced us to leave, but not before 
we had left a letter explaining 
our protest with Mr Pilkington

we can reclaim the City for our­
selves. There will be a carnival 
on the streets, and a chance to 
show our opposition to the death 
machine.

STOPTHE CITY' is intended 
to be a peaceful action.

Co-ordinating meetings are every 
Monday at 6pm at 6 Endsleigh St, 
London WC1.

There will be a General Planning 
Meeting on September 3rd at 
10am to 6pm, Tonsbridge Club, 
Cromer St, London WC1.

On the 29th September, arrival 
points for STOP 'THE CITY' will 
be at Finsbury Square and the 
steps of St Pauls Cathedral. These 
will begin at 6am and continue 
for people arriving throughout 
the day .01-247 3015 is the contact 
phone number on the day.

Accomodation organised from 
121 Bookshop, 121 Railton Rd, 
Brixton, 01-274 6655.

More information from STOP 
'THE CITY’ c/o London Green­
peace, 6 Endsleigh St, London 
WC1. Phone Dave 01-809 1 346, 
Andrew 01-609 1852( London)
or 061 928 9134 (Manchester).

months, adding a critical twist 
to the nuclear arms spiral.

Meanwhile, the major banks 
of the USA and Western Europe 
are imposing vicious cuts on the 
working and peasant peoples' living 
standards in the Third World 
(notably Brazil and Mexico at 
present) in order to pay for their 
own mistakes of the last decade. *

Much of this rapidly deterior­
ating situation can be traced back 
to the financial institutions based 
in the industrially advanced coun­
tries, which provide a billion 
pounds or more a day to finance 
military expenditure, and in whose 
interests most wars are fought. 
'The City’ area of London is one 
of the major centres of these 
institutions.

In the light of this situation, 
there are plans to STOP 'THE 
CITY' on September 29 1983.This 
is the day when profits for the 
summer are reckoned up. It is a 
chance to show that the will of 
the people is stronger than the 
institutions of war and destruc­
tion. We are calling on City work­
ers to take the day off. Together

if ’
rrrtfl

As you read this, wars are raging 
STOP THE CITY throughout the world, in the

Middle East, Southern Africa and 
elsewhere. As if these were not 
bad enough, it seems that further 
wars — if not global war — are 
looming on the political horizon. 
Witness the drift of Central Amer­
ica towards the status of a new 
Vietnam; and the stationing of a 
new generation of nuclear weap­
ons in Europe in the next few

who was 'in charge' that day. 
Members of the public we encoun­
tered were enthusiastic about our 
action.

As a postcript to your report of 
the Census (7 August 1982), 
the wheels of the legal machinery 
obviously grind more slowly on 
this side of the Atlantic. After 
varying degrees of hassle concern­
ing my refusal to fill in the 1981 
census form, I finally appeared in 
court on 22 April this year and 
pleaded not guilty. While I was 
naturally found guilty, I was 
given an absolute discharge, and, 
most importantly, not required to 
fill in the form (unlike similar 
judgements across the country). 
Most gratifying was the support 
I received from other people who 
have vowed not to fill in their 
forms next time the State comes 
to pry into their lives, so I do 
feel that the action has had some 
educational value, no matter how 
small.

BP will be blockaded by Abori­
gines and other non-violent pro­
testers from August 27 for ten 
days. Over a thousand demon­
strators will blockade the proposed 
Roxby Downs uranium/ copper/ 
gold mine in South Australia. 
If it opens this will be the world's 
largest mine and will have devast­
ating consequences not only for 
white Australians, but the Abor­
iginal people on whose land the 
project is situated. Western Mining 
Corporation of Australian (51%) 
and British Petroleum (49%) have 
refused to even discuss Aborigi­
nal land rights with the owners, 
the Kokatha people. To support 
(or join) the blockade, contact 
Roxby Action Group c/o Cam­
paign Against Nuclear Energy 
(CANE) 291 Morpheth St, Ad­
elaide 5000, Australia. Join suoport 
action in Britain on August 29 — 
contact PARTIZANS (People Ag­
ainst Rio Tinto Zinc), 218 Liver­
pool Road, London N1, (01-
609 1852).

n
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Amelot. 7901 1. Faria.

Monte Verlta, 
Wien.

Self-management Organisetlon, PO Bom
332. North Quay

In Angel Alley, 84b Whitechapel 
High Street, London E1.

Monaih Anarchist Society, c/o Monaih 
University. Clayton. 3166. Melbourne.

Treason. Boh 37. Brunswick East. Vict­
oria 3057

Stephen W Holland, age 27. 2 Glygar- 
dynza Creke. The Mining Community 
Huts. NY Alesund. Spitsbergen. Svalbard 
A Arctic Ocean Isle.

Bakunin and Nechaev by Paul 
Avrich. Study of significant episode. 
Pamphlet 50p (21 p).

We can give full trade terms — plus 
postage —on these titles:-

Open Road. Bom 6135. Station Q. Van­
couver BC.

Max Stirner’s Egoism by John P 
Clark. Critical study of individual­
ist writer. Paperback £1.50 (39p).

Malatesta: Life and Ideas edited by 
Vernon Richards. Study and an­
thology of anarchist writer and 
agitator. Paperback £2 (50p).

313 East 
• 7205,

Schwarzer Fadan (Black Thread). Obere 
Welbermarktstr 3. 7410 Reutlingen, tel: 
07121/370494.

CANADA
Black Cat Press. PO Boh 11241, Edmont­
on. Alberta.

Libertarian Anarchist Coffeehouse, meets 
last Sunday each month at Cafe Comm­
ons, 3161 Mission St. San Francisco

an
131.

WASHINGTON
Left Bank Publishing Project. Boh B. 92
Pike Street, Seettle. WA 96101

Schwarzer Qockler (Bieck Cockerel), c/o 
A Muller. Postfach 4629. 7600 Karlsruhe.

NEW YORK
Libertarian Book Club. Box 642. GPO 
New York. NY.10012.

Bound Together Book Collective. 1901 
Hayes St. San Francisco. CA 941 1 7. tel: 
(415) 666 2795.

CONFERENCE ON FEMINISM AND 
ANARCHISM Sat/Sun, September 3/4 

Trades and Labour Club

Syndikahst Forum. Tenstlernas Gate 91. 
11631 Stockholm.

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 
G*raswurzel (Grass Roots), c/o W Hertle, 
Grozerschlppsee 29. 21 Hamburg 90.

The Impossibilities of Social Dem- 
racy by Vernon Richards. Collec­

tion of articles on Labour Party and 
Trade Unions. Paperback £1 (45p).

TEXAS 
Non-violent A
1 395. Austin.

‘Andrezej Tymowski: Solidarity 
under Siege: Notes from Under­
ground (66p ppr) £2.00 (27p)

Available only from FREEDOM Book­
shop Retail only.

Lessons of the Spanish Revolution 
by Vernon Richards. Third edition 
of standard work, with new extra 
postscript. Paperback £2.95 (50p).

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
PO Box 125 Norwood, SA 5057

Please add pottage as in brackets. 
Items marked • are published in 
the USA. N. American purchasers 
please convert £1 - plus postage - 
at $1.60 (US) and $2.00 (Canada).

‘Rudolf Rocker: Nationalism and 
Culture (614pp cloth) £15.00(2.00)

‘Oliver MacDonald (Ed): The Pol­
ish August: Documents from the 
Beginnings of the Polish Workers' 
Rebellion, Gdansk August 1980

NEW ZEALAND 
Blackmail, Box 1 3 1 5S. Christchurch

Housing: An Anarchist Approach 
by Colin Ward: New edition of 
standard work, with postscript. 
Paperback £2.25 (45p).

We Sinhala are devout Buddhists. 
-Therefore we never kill anything... /T"Distributed to Bookshops by 

A Distribution
c/o 84b Whitechapel High St, 

London E1

Michael Dobbs, KS Karol and 
Dessa Trevisan: Poland, Solidarity, 
Walesa (128pp ppr, large format, 
illustr.) £4.95 (95p)

FREEDOM
SUBSCRIPTION RATES.

Resource Centre. 215 Victoria Parade 
Collingwood. Victoria.

Wlntergreen/AR. PO Box 1294. Kitchen­
er. Ontario. N2G 4G9.

CONNECTICUT 
Wesleyan University Eco Anarchists. Her 
mes. Bom HH, Wesleyan University. Midd 
letown CT 06457

Dunedin Anarchists. Boh 6227. Dunedin. 
New Zealand

Llbertad Verlag Berlin, Jochen Schmuck. 
Postfach 440 227, D-1000 Berlin 44.

ARIZONA 
Malicious Hooligans (anti-nuclear). 1110 
W 2nd St. Tempe. AZ 65291.

Libertarian Workers for a Self-managed 
Society. PO Box 20, Parkville 3052.

Daybreak Bookshop. 
Dunedin.

Anarchy by Errico Malatesta. New 
translation of classic text. Pamphlet 
75p (21 p).

MISSOURI
Columbia Anarchist League. PO Box 360. 
Columbia. Missouri 6S20T.

MINNESOTA
Soil of Liberty. Bon 7056 Powderhorn 
Station. Minneapolis. Minn 55407.

BELGIUM
Revolutionair anarchlstles kollektlf, c/o 
Zwart € Rood. PO Box 644. B-9000 
Gent. Belgium.

Printed and Typeset by 
Aidgate Press

84b Whitechapel High St, 
01-247 3015

Designed by Cliff Harper.

Self Adhesive; Black on White; 3 Inches 
Diameter. Five Different Designs. £0.30 
each. (13p post).

Sat of 5 for £1.00 (plus 13p post).

SWEDEN
Magazine ‘April*, Box 1S015, 104 5S 
Stockholm, Sweden.
Nya Bokcafeet, Box 
Stockholm.

Stan Shipley: Club Life and Social­
ism in Mid-Victorian London (86pp 
ppr) £2.75 (40p)

CALIFORNIA
Autbnomla. PO Box 1 751, San Francisco. 
CA 94101.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Freedom Collective and Libertarian Res­
ource Centre can be reached through po 
Box 203, Fremantle 6160.

£9.00 
£10.00 
£11.00 
£11.50 

25 dollars
28 dollars Can 

£14.00

Collectives inthe Spanish Revolution 
by Gaston Leval, translated by 
Vernon Richards. Standard work. 
Hardback £6, paperback £4 (95p)

QUEENSLAND
Black and Red Bookshop, 5A Browning 
St. West End, Queensland 4000. tel 07 
(447994).

Country Bazaar Vol 2 No 6 Sum­
mer 1983 (48pp ppr large format) 
£1.35 (45p)
[Back
price.]

Michael Moorcock: The Retreat 
from Liberty (95pp ppr) £2.25 
(33p)

AUSTRALIA
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

Research and Resources Centre for Lib­
ertarian Politics and Alternative Lift- 
styles. 7/35$ Northmore Ave. uyneham, 
ACT 2602

MASSACHUSETTS
Emma Goldman Group, c/o Paul Hetx* 
necker, 883 Bay Road, Amhent Mast 
01002.

AUSTRIA 
Liberte, Postfach 85, 1033 Wien.

Social Revolutionary Anarchist Feder­
ation, PO Box 21071, Washington DC 
20009

Inland 
Surface 
Europe All-up 
Zone A 
Zone B

Center, 
Oregon

Redfern Black Rose Anarchist Book 
shop. 36 Botany Rd. Redfern NSW 201 $

‘Wendy McElroy: Freedom, Fem­
inism and the State: An Overview 
of Individualist Feminism (357pp 
ppr) £7.50 (95p)

Andrezej Tymowski (Ed): The 
Strike in Gdansk, August 14-31 
1980 (50pp ppr) £2.00 (27p)

‘The Blacklist Group: International 
Blacklist 1983: An Anti-Author­
itarian Directory (140pp ppr) 
£3.00 (40p)

Union Anarchist*, • Rus d« I'Ange, 
53000 Clermont Feraand.

Raoul Vaneigen: The Revolution 
in Everyday Life (new authorised 
translation) (216pp ppr) £3.00 
(65p)

[We can give full trade terms 
- plus postage - on all the above 
titles.]

Arguments for the Leisure Society 
(21 Opp ppr) £3.00 (53p)

VERBAL ABUSE, a new anarchist 
monthly, available free from: Box A 
4, Onslow Road, Southampton, Hants. 
Please send SAE. If large number requ­
ired. small donation towards printing 
costs welcome.*

Fighting the Revolution Three 
studies of revolutionary leaders — 
Nestor Makhno, Buenaventura Dur- 
ruti, Emiliano Zapata. Pamphlet 
75p (21 p).

Direct Action Against Multinationals 
Action on August 29. Contact PART- 
IZANS 218, Liverpool Road, London 
N1 (01 609 1852).

narchlst Network, P O B6x 
Texas 78757

No details this time as Jim is 
away but please remember, 
without your support we 
cannot continue.

Libertarian Socialist Organisation, PO 
Box 266, Mount Gravitt, Central 4122.

ABC of Anarchism by Alexander 
Berkman. Classic text. Pamphlet 
£1.50 (33p).

Illustrated catalogue available.
Please send SAE 9" x 6" (21 p) or 
2 Int'l Postal reply couj

La Trobe Libertarian Socialists, c/o 
La Trobe University. Bundoora. Victoria 
3063.

Journey through Utopia by Marie 
Louise Berneri. Classic study of 
utopian writers. Paperback £1.95 
(60p).

Protest without Illusions by Vernon 
Richards. Collection of articles on 
nuclear disarmament. Paperback 
£1.95 (45p).

FREEDOM BOOKSHOP 
and

FREEDOM EDITORIAL 
COLLECTIVE

are both at
84B WHITECHAPEL HIGH ST 

LONDON E1. 
Phone 01-247 9249

DENMARK 
Aarhus: Regnbuen Anarklst Bogcafe.
Meljlgade 46, 6000 Aarhus.

Robert Polet: The Polish Summer: 
Workers' Victories and Popular 
Nonviolent Civilian Defense (44pp 
ppr) 75p (27p)

FREEDOM Collective would wel­
come any readers who wish to 
help fold and despatch the paper. 
The next issue will be sent out on 
Thursday 8th September, starting 
at around 6pm. This is also a 
good time to come in and meet 
the editors.

FREEDOM also needs 
written contributions and 
graphics or photographs readers 
feel’would be useful to us. Copy 
deadline for short items for the 
next issue is first post, Monday, 
5th September, longer articles in by 
first post Thursday 1st September.

HOLLAND
De VrIJe, Postbus 485, 2000AL Haarlem. 
Holland, tel: 023 2738*2.

North American Anarchist Network, 
(NAAN), PO Box 7033, Boulder, Color­
ado 80306, — sample Issue £1.

OREGON 
Portland Anarchist 
Burnside, • Portland, 
USA

After a break of some eight months, 
former members of the Black Star Coll­
ective (Tyne and Wear), now living 
in the Buckinghamshire area, wish to 
announce the relaunching of the paper 
•Black Star’. No 1, Vol 2 should be 
out In the autumn.

at 11am at
Doncaster.
Saturday Is for women to discuss Issues 
among themselves (men organise their 
own discussion?). Sunday will be a 
mixed discussion. For further infor­
mation contact:
Anarchlst/femlnlst group, Box V, LAP, 
59 Cookeridge St, Leeds. Tel Jacqui 
0302 859015

NORWAY 
Anorg, Hoxtvedtv, 31B, 1431 As. (Pub­
lish Folkebladt 4 times a year.)

SyndlkallitHkt.Forum (anarcho-syndlcal 
1st bookshop). Husargatan 5,4J 302 Goth 
enburg, tai 031-13 2S 04.

VICTORIA
Journal of Libertarian Politics and Alter­
native Life-styles. 51 Ormond Road,

POLAND 
Plotrek Betlejewskl, age 22, Ulpolnana 
30/37, 0* 402, Plock, Poland.

TASMANIA
Bill Graham, PO Box 70, Mowbray
Haights, Launceston 7250. Tasmania.

MONTREAL
Chaos, c/o R Yves Breton, CP *5 S/N 
Place d'Armes, Montreal, Quebec, H2Y 
3E*. '

Neal Ascherson: The Polish 
August: The Self-Limiting Revol­
ution (320pp ppr) £2.95 (45p)

Sheffield Groenpcace Festival
Sat/Sun Sept 17/18 Norfolk Park 
Sheffield. Details: Green Action c/o 
Peace Shop, 51 Leopold St, Sheffield 
S Yorks.

Neal Ascherson (Ed): The Book 
of Lech Walesa (203pp ppr) £2.50 
(40p)

NEW SOUTH WALES 
Freedom. K153 Haymarket 
2000,

9S SS E
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Jura Boo*i — an anarchiit bookmop. 
417 King St. Newtown. NSW 2042 
Everything Collective — put out 
anarchofemmnt magazine, Box
Holme Buildmg Sydney Umveriity. 
Sydney. N$W

FRANCE 
Union det Travallleuri Communlitu 
Libertalrei, Write to Editions ’L* (with 
no other mention) BP 333, 75525 Paris.
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I that any anarcho-syndicalist could 
have told him — to say nothing 
of any anarchist who chooses 
to see no difference between 
anarcho-syndicalism and reformist 
trade unionism. This is not even 
a part of the dilemma facing 
every militant who wants to work 
towards a greater consciousness 
on the part of every worker: 
the question of how far you go in 
fighting for better conditions here 
and now without becoming so 
bogged down in the day-to-day 
struggle that you forget the even­
tual aim?

The mole reported in the Ob­
server ended up being more sym­
pathetic towards the employers 
than the unions — and disillusioned 
in the process. This was because 
he had been hooked on the con­
cept of political in-fighting in 
order to gain political advantage 
and through that, political power. 
It is a hopeless seduction to think 
that essentially reformist organis­
ations — political or industrial 
— can be 'taken over' to become 
organs of revolution and total 
change.

Two aspects militate against 
the concept:

One is that in the process of 
climbing the ladder to gain in­
fluence in the organisation you 
aim to control, you become corr­
upted yourself. The practice of 
manoeuvre, of stealthily winning 
points and advancing your cause 
little by little, just as surely, little 
by little, leads you into ways of 
thought and practice that take 
you over.

The second is that the organis­
ations are already in the hands 
of sharp-eyed politicos who can 
see you coming. The machinery 
of organisations which are worth 
taking over are already established,

The worst thing you can do in 
any war is to underestimate your 
opponent — and if you are fighting 
a class war in what is laughingly 
called a democracy it is even more 
dangerous, for dirty tricks and 
in-fighting are more the order 
of the day than straight confron­
tation.

On the surface the Trotsky­
ist tactic of 'boring from within', 
or 'Entryism' as it was officially 
called, was no more difficult than 
had been the Stalinist strategy 
of capturing the trades unions 
in the 1930s and 40s. Then, you 
simply had to be a better trade

they are already — as the Obser­
ver's mole found out — part of the 
problem.

As we said at the beginning, 
it is fatal to underestimate your 
opponent. Still worse is just not 
to recognise him in the first place! 
For anarchists, the issues are still 
clear: both those in power and 
those struggling to achieve it 
— by whatever means — are equ­
ally our enemies.

Every night there will be drunken 
brawls in the bars ahd cafes of 
Benidorm, Blackpool or any of a 
thousand similar places. The drink 
liberates an explosive frustration, 
which is the only authentic res­
ponse to the total domestication 
of leisure and the dissection of 
adventure which is so well ex­
pressed in that prim little word 
'holiday'.

The image of two weeks para­
dise sustains fifty weeks of ab­
ject tedium for the average worker. 
To a large extent the periodic 
festivals of Christmas and summer 
help to discipline the working 
year: 'doing without' in order to 
save for the holiday and banish­
ing the disappointments of an 
unsatisfactory life for the future 
delights, both sublimate immediate 
frustration. It is only when the 
reality shatters the image that 
the response becomes so violent. 
All the force fed images of soph­
istication can then get spewed up 
after a night on the booze.

For not only does capitalism 
circumscribe the conditions of our 
working lives, but it also colonises 
every second of every day of our 
lives. It necessarily compels us to 
produce and instrumentalises our 
non-working time by making it pro­
ductive of consumption. In order 
to feed its ever inceasing appetites 
and having saturated all traditional 
markets for commodities, capital 
invents more sophisticated commo­
dities and by implication creates 
new markets and then new space 
into which it can expand. These 
sophisticated commodities include 
the pre-packed, predictable, de­
limited imagery of holidays. In 
the holiday, everything is quant­
ified, everything is already known. 
There is no more adventure, some­
thing which implies the unknown 
and unpredictable, the unforeseen.

The simple seductivity of the 
images reveals the underlying truth 
that capital re-presents to us in 
a more disciplined manner — a 
real desire for pleasure. Thus 
happiness becomes a saleable 
commodity, and this is why it 
has a grip like a vice. It is this 
for which the 'holiday-maker' pays 
the money, these stupid illusions.

Jerry Rubin said, 'A society 
which abolishes all adventure makes 
the abolition of that society the 
only adventure possible.' Let's go.

| end of town, go to the same tail­
ors as the bosses and but for their
carefully maintained working class
accents, are identical with the
bosses in their responsibility for the
running of the works. Well oiled,
and not about to tolerate sand
in the works.

Middle class militants may fal­
sify their job application forms
and maybe fool the Personnel
Officers — but they won't fool
the fulltime trade union repre­
sentatives. They can smell pinkos 
a mile off.

In the current hoo-ha about
the sacking of alleged 'militants'
for falsification of application
forms, we have not yet seen it
spelt out as to how the investi­
gation began, how the cover was
blown. Surely it can't have been
as easy as the Sun newspaper
(if that's what it is) claimed:
*They never read the Sun; they
read the Guardian and talk about
conditions in Nicaragua.' (Tip
for any of our readers thinking
of moling their way into indust­
ry: read FREEDOM and fox
everybody!)

No, it is far more likely that
militant action on the shop floor
attracted the attention of local
trade union officials, one quiet
word led to another and, horror
of horrors, it was discovered that
some of these enthusiastic rank
and file unionists were over-qual­
ified for their jobs — like having
been to university!

One such mole told (or sold) I
his story to the Observer last week,
('I was a mole for the SWP'), and
after telling how he had helped
to fight for better conditions for
workers in a car factory (tho'
without raising their class con­
sciousness one iota) he said: I

'At the end of the day the trades
union structure was as big a stumbling | long in the tooth and ruthless; 
block to what we were trying to ach­
ieve as the management themselves.

'In fact, I ended up with a far great­
er loathing for the union than for
management. It was the trades unions
that used to get up my nose. The full- 
time officials never used to take the

to impugn their honesty — only | initiative on anything and when we
did come to a really important battle
over redundancy, they essentially sab­
otaged our attempt to fight the threat 
to the industry.

'And once you got involved in the
union you realised just what an undemo­
cratic organisation it was, how much
control the officials had. Probably
moro of my energy went into trying
to democratise the union than in fight­
ing the management.’

All this, of course, is something

oh then, the dictatorship of the 
proletariat could be introduced in 
correct Marxist terms, in line 
with the historic mission of the 
working class emancipating itself 
under the proper leadership, left­
wing deviationists could be dealt 
with as the Old Man himself had 
demonstrated and scientific mater­
ial determinism would do the rest.

Unhappily, determined material­
ism in the form of a capitalist 
class who had also read the books, 
struck back and within five years 
the Labour Party began the decline 
that hasn't finished yet.

Having decided that Labour was
unionist than anybody else, more I a nest of sitting ducks, and having 
dedicated, more willing to give diguised themselves with fine feath- 
of your time and before long you ers and seductive mating calls 
were a shop steward, a delegate, like 'The Right to Work!', quacked 
and in a position to push through from feather-lined nests of their 
resolutions in support of the own.

Friendship Soc- rised than the Entryists when 
iety, arrange exhibitions of Khazak half the Labour Party got up and 
stan dancing shoes and other flew away. And the other half 
matters of great moment for the stayed put and quacked back. 
British working class on its march This was not how it was supp- 
towards freedom and democracy osed to work at all. The soppy 
and the next Five Year Plan for social democrats were supposed 
more coal production in the Don to fall into the clutches ot the 
Basin. bolsheviks 'just like that', as Tom-

The Trotskyists, -followers of a rny Cooper (a comedian yet to 
failed authoritarian, themselves | appear in our letters page) would 

say.
But historical determinism was 

it was very much in the mode I not dead yet. Someone came up 
of 'anything you can do we can with the mysterious phrase 'Ex- 
do better' that one of the four tra-Parliamentary activity'. *What 
splinters after the crack-up of the does it mean?' everybody asked 
Revolutionary Communist Party in themselves and each other.
1948 decided that to get at the means anything you want it to
working class you had to go where mean' came the stern reply. And
the working class was gathered among the things someone wanted
in strength: the Labour Party, it to mean was to go where the
if you didn't know. workers were by another route.

To be fair, this must have seem- The fiendish ploy was to put 
ed a rather easier task in 1948 | moles into industry, 
than at almost any other time, 
for Labour was totally in control,
theoretically, of the state mach-1 factories like real workers. Clock- 
ine, the whole apparatus of gov­
ernment, the forces of law and

ing on at 7.45am for an eight 
o'clock start on the assembly line, 

order and the upper echelons I jockeying yourself into a position 
of British industry after the war. to become shop steward, arguing 
Nationalisation of basic industries with management and — finally 
was being rushed through (tho' — coming eyeball-to-eyeball with 
with compensation for share-hold- the trade union bosses. Which is 
ers); the egalitarianism of misery where the buck stops. For these 
was being held to through ration- are the real professionals.
ing (which in clothing meant Unlike the Labour Party, which 
dull uniformity) and conscription, can be led by graduates from the 
Five Year Plans were being laid London School of Economics, 
down and torn up with gay aban-1 renegade doctors, daughters of 
don, while clear-cut class war
was not being complicated by 
anybody singing 'Glad to be Gay'
or being militantly feminist or I their experience of all-in wrest- 
racist either way. Straight on ling) the trades unions are led 
for the Socialist State! by individuals who have them-

All the Entryists had to do selves clawed their way up from 
was to sneak into the Labour the factory floor, aided perhaps 

show themselves to be | by Catholic or Methodist teach- 
better social democrats than thou,
and the party with all its apparatus
of power and millions of votes I bosses, drive cars comparable to the 
would fall into their hands. Then, | boss’s, live at the comfortable
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