SCOTTISH SCANDAL

This is reprinted from a Clydeside anarchist paper to show Freedom readers
the practical damage done by NUM/CP bureaucrats.

titanic fight of the
Miners against all the forces of
capitalism and its State, when
every effort should be bent towards
helping  them, the so-called
‘Communist” Party chooses to
pu sh its own selfish interests at
the expense of working-class
solidarity.,

The story begins about six weeks
ago when the Clydeside Anarchists
started street collections for striking
miners of Kirkconnel and Sanquhar.
We discussed the idea of mutual aid
with them and they sent up a team
of miners to help with the collection.
The very next day (18.7.84) a posse
of people purporting to represent
Glasgow Trades Council accosted
our comrades making a collection
in Argyle Street precinct. They
ordered them to stop collecting. As
will be readily understood,
anarchists do not take kindly to
being ordered to do anything, so
our militants told them to get on
their bikes. Before leaving, these
self-appointed vigilantes said they

During the

TUC ’em...then you don’t

The failure of King Arthur and
Munchkin MacGregor to carve the
coal cake up to their mutual satis-
faction has been highlighted by the
action of The Brothers of the TUC
In opting not to call a general strike
to force the government back to

work.
Instead The Brothers  have
decided on a series of actions

directed at splitting the government
in the hope that this will achieve a
weakening of resolve, and a drift
back to work. Prominent among
these actions is the move to take
over some of the essential services
normally provided by card-carrying
members of HM Government by

would stop us ‘one way or another’.

Stop the Anarchists

That very same day they tried ‘one
way’. A telephone call was made to
the headquarters of the Ayrshire
Miners’ Federation at Miller Road
in Ayr. It was from Mrs Jane
McKay, secretary of Glasgow Trades
Council and prominent member of
Glasgow Communist Party. As a
result, the miners of Kirkconnel
were told to have no more to do
with the Clydeside Anarchists and
to return the sgveral hundreds of
pounds they had received.

We learned of this meeting with
the Kirkconnel/Sanquhar Miners
Strike Committee on 19th July. We
delivered a further two hundred
pounds and pointed out that this
was a ploy by stalinists in both
Glasgow and Ayrshire to insulate
the miners from the influence of
anarchist ideas. They were persuaded
and accepted the money.

However, as more miners came
up to Glasgow and our worst fears

The Brothers and some opposition
scabs who are still working. They
have attempted to provide a peace
formula acceptable to both Munch-
kKin and The King.

In addition to riding rough shod
through long established demarca-
tion lines, The Brothers are also
toying with the idea of sending in
their shock troops the mine
deputies. These men, the sort of
underground managers, could
instantly stop all mining within the
NCB. It is hoped that the thought
of a long lingering winter, with
power cuts and cold cocoa, will
force Thatcher and her hard core
followers back to fulfilling their

were confirmed when a delegation
of Clydeside Anarchists met the
strike committee on Friday 27th
july. Not only would they not take
the £550 we were delivering, but
they returned £500 plus, that had
already been given! The head-
quarters at Miller Road had told
them if they did not break with the
Clydeside Anarchists and return the

money, the; would be cut off from

all benefit and legal guidance.
Further, no more money ‘would
come to the Ayrshire Federation of
the NUM from Glasgow Trades
Council.

We felt extremely sorry for the
Kirkconnel miners because they
clearly needed the money but were
really frightened by the threats. It
was sad to see grown men intimi-
dated in this way.

An anarchist delegation went to
the Ayrshire NUM conference in
30th July but were refused
permission to address the delegates.
We talked to an officer for halt-an-
hour confirming the hollow charges

historic role in controlling the
means of solution. The Brothers see
this as essential if a compromise is
to be reached which will be to the
traditional detriment of the miners
and their union.

This tactic seems unlikely to
work. The threats of the dockers
and Moss Evans’ legions only served
to harden the resolve of the striking
government, It can be no coincid-
ence that at the same time as
refusing to resolve the miners’
problems, they also
stand against Ken Livingstone and
be beaten in the GLC by-elections.
Thatcher seems determined to
remain on strike until the Unions

refused to'
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that we were being divisive In
favouring Kirkconnel, He seemed to
think that we were supporting
Kirkconnel for political reasons

wherecas, in fact, that village had
been recommended to us by miners
because it was getting less help
than others. The hostility of local
and regional authorities (Dumfries-
shire) made it a special case.

£1,500 to Ayrshire NUM

So what to do with the money? At
a meeting of Clydeside Anarchists
on 1st August it was unanimously
agreed that in spite of our criticism
of the Aywhire NUM the money
should go to the headquarters at
Miller Road. After all, the money
had been collected for Ayrshire
miners and the need was urgent. So
a cheque for £1,500 was handed
over at Ayr on 6th August and a
receipt given.

Why have officials of Glasgow
Trades Council and Ayrshire NUM
behaved In this disgraceful fashion?

There are several reasons for this:
Anarchist solidarity with the
fighting miners by-passed by the

official collection thus inadvertantly
undermining the centralised
authority of the Glasgow stalinists
as organised in the Trades Council.

Also, apart from the threat of
anarchist ideas penetrating mining
villages the provision of local strike
funds weakens the tight centralised

control which the area NUM’s
exercise.

Incidentally, instead of using
their wusual ham-fisted stalinist

tactics of imperiously ordering us to
stop collecting, they had approached
us In a comradely and constructive
manner we could have reconciled
the different approaches. But the
approaches cannot change. They
don’t trust the working class (that
1S why they rig ballots), still less do
they relish anarchist ideas which
celebrate autonomy and indepen-
dence of workers from bureaucratic
(often self-appointed) ‘leaders’.

The Communist Party thrives on
the industrial scene because of
apathy and the willingness of its
members to carry out boring and
routine tasks. [ts success In the
unions IS In Inverse proportion to
its failure and political rejection by
the working class. But so tenuous is
its influence that it must fight a
constant battle against other left
groups and independent ideas. Thus
come to what she sces as their
senses.

The Plan for Coal is equated in
her mind with the Belgrano; which-
ever way It turns or heads, she i1s
going to sink it. The
miners, both working and striking,
will suffer when 1t goes
down. The lingering British winter
will prove just as deadly for them as
the grey South Atlantic did for her
Argentinian enemies.

King Arthur can be predicted to
steam on. The coal dispute has
been running too long now for
casualties to be avoided. But he
does have one option other than
relying on The Brothers to bail him
further in.

The miners should take the initia-
tive and lead a national debate on a
national energy policy. This would
mean forgetting the narrow basis of
the current dispute - jobs, wages,

crew of

losses

the virulence of their attacks on the

anarchists.

I he anarchists » have been
reluctant to criticise the leadership
of the NUM because of basic
proletarian solidarity. But we think
that our experience with the
Scottish stalinists compels us to
highlight this phobia for centralised
(,Hﬂl(’)i, 11 onlv when the Sel-
piece battles with the police are

abandoned and groups of miners
use their initiative, 1€
and central
scabs buses, that some progress IS
registered. We welcome the growing
ndependent actions In
Yorkshire and Staffordshire.,

I he anarchist idea of mutual aid
and the creation of self-help groups
the success of the

occupations

installing neating In

miners’

Is essential to
strike, an aggressive strategy Dby
in which hundreds of

miners 71100d 1In 1o

rdising money

) . » ’ '
tne cities every

dd‘,- of the week., OININE W th
>y ;’V‘;C'.‘.'.nl'-ls';‘n'3 DOLN ra’se money
In street collections and keep wne
miners arguments firmly in the
forefront of public discussion.

Above all, we believe that the strike
must spread to wider sections of
the working class or it will fail.

We Intend to continue with
what we see as our elementary class
duty. We are maintaining our
street collections and will be
spreading the collection among
a wider range of pit villages. We also
hope to help miners’ communities
set up ‘Self Help Groups’ in the
immediate future.

ONE WE WON

This is not the first time that
Clydeside anarchists and stalinists
have clashed over striking miners.
During the last bloodbath in 1943
the Communist Party tried to stop
the miners at Cardowan from going
on strike. The dispute concerned
the intention of the Government to
jail 16 miners for non-payment of a
fine. The Anarchists in Glasgow
were the only substantial group to
support the miners and were
invited to address mass meetings.
The Stalinists’ call for a return to
work was defeated by 760 votes to
7 and support given to the anarchist
demand that nobody went back to
work until the fines were with-
drawn. The miners were victorious.

This article originally appeared In
Practical Anarchy.

and an illusion of future security,
and widening the
include a comprehensive statement

discussion to

of energy options related to comm-
unity and environmental needs.
Such a step would win them many
friends and allies, the whole of the
non-nuclear and Green movement
for a start. It would also serve to
spread the justice of their case, In
gssence that part which relies upon
the human values of their commun-
ities as opposed to the monetary
value of their coal. Such a debate
would have the effect of isolating
Maggie and Munchkin in the intell-

cctual bankrupcy of their case.
Energy policy needs to be a long
term view. Coal has a vital place in
this policy - but it must be incorp-
orated in a way that allows its
inherant drawbacks to be dealt
with. The drawbacks range from
continued on page 2
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the needs of the community struc-
ture of the mining industry to the
acid rain produced by its carefree

combustion. The short term view ol

energy policy allows King Arthul

to build his empire, and allows

government to dismantie 1t b
poing further down the nuclear pit,
I he both

community pays fol

From September 1984 to September
1985 Reading Anarchist Group is

celebrating its 20th anniversary.
The group was started by some
Reading University students In

1964 and was mainly involved in
student politics particularly the
‘Action for a Free University’
campaign. By the end of the '60s
there was a ‘town’ group with
separate student groups at the
university and college of higher
education.

At this time the group included
some schoolteachers with an interest
in libertarian education. There was
interest from other teachers and
school students and an ‘ideas’
leaflet was circulating local schools.
In 1970 the News of the World

forms of lunacy.
The

accepl

first
that

\l\‘p

the miners

stocks moving. Despite the noises
of off from Brother Moss Evans and
his boys, Maggie will shift them if

But

necessary. she

Reading 20th
Anniversary

exposed those involved as ‘a group
of anarchists behind a bid to
overthrow our education system"!

Today the group is involved In
printing, publishing, street entertain.
ment, new games, music and
‘community arts’ in general — there
is also a video collective and a silk
screen poster printing collective.
The local ‘alternative’ newspaper,
Red Rag, was started five years ago
as a news bulletin for anarchists
who couldn’t make the weekly
meetings. Red Rag is now servicing
a broader left readership but
anarchists remain a majority in the
production collective. Red Rag is
fortnightly, delivered to your door
and free, (paid for by benefit gigs
and donations).

should be to
should
control the mines. They will have
to physically occupy and control
the mines in this dispute anyway if
they are to stop the 28m tons of pit

would find 1t

difficult, if not impossible, if the
workers were in control,

Make no mistake, the government
s involved in a political strike,
Their claims that it is absurd to
expect the community to fund

‘uneconomic pits’ indefinitely is in
stark and bitter contrast with their
activity in other areas. Too much
coal costing too much? - close the
mines and to hell with the comm-

The anarchist group has become

unities ‘involved. Too much wheat/
butter/wine/olive oil all costing too
much? - put on subsidies and grow
more,

Astute observers of this phenom-
enon have noted that miners tend
to be landless labour voters of little
pedigree, whereas farmers tend to
be landed tory gentry with aristo-
cratic pretensions.

Against such an irrational
approach the only viable argument
is that mining, along with the other
basic resource production industries
should be operated under workers’

control in relation to the overall
needs of the communities they
serve. The NUM could turn the

current government strike into a
victory for all of us by adopting
this philosophy, beginning with the
debate on energy and making plans
to run the mines.

The miners should take advantage

of the strike, using the time to
take the coal industry into a really

' secure future; workers’ control of
i the mines, In an integrated strategy,

with the whole community of
production and use involved.
Nothing else "will do. And the

government can then stay on strike
forever.

Colin Johnson
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¢ Bates Colliery
families and
supporters

crowd of kids waving anarchist

an attraction on the Trades Union
Council’'s May Day march with
leaflets, banners, musicians and
street theatre. On the 1984 May
Day march we produced a large
number of little hand-held flags for
kiddies. The flags were red and
black diagonal on one side and all
black with a red circle A on the
other., These we distributed to
shoppers and onlookers as the
march went through the centre of
town — leaflets to adults, flags to
the kids. We enjoyed little incidents
liIke mothers pushing their children
towards the flag distributor saying
'‘Go on, or you won't get one’
(almost as much as we enjoyed
seeing the Trots march past a

flags!)
For our 20th anniversary we

intend organising a year of various
events and would very much like

to hear from comrades who would
like to contribute. We hope to have
a season of anarchist films and

videos and we would welcome
suggestions, sources and original
material. All other offers invited

(come on — everybody does at least
oné thing that’s fantastic!)

Contact: Reading Anarchists,
Box 19, Acorn Bookshop, 17
Chatham Street, Reading, Berkshire.

—

May | make a few observations on
the new Freedom? It was nice to
see the statements from the new
editorial group members, although
it's sad that Arabella Melville is the
only woman. Now that things seem
to have settled down, please don’t
introduce new chaos by trying to
rotate the editorial group. | think

it’s right to continue to provide a

broad platform for all who have

something to say, but | think you
need an editorial to give some
coherence and direction.

Colin Johnson mentioned graphic
appeal there’s a lot of room for
improvement here! | don’t like the
August and September front pages
because:

a) the title block has too
‘white space’.

b) Arthur Moyse's cartoons are
welcome, but are no substitute
for a front page photograph.

¢) the tiny headings on the August
issue look lost,

The overall effect is quite pallid. In

contrast, the July issue looked more

attractive. The inside pages would

much

benefit from more illustrations
these unrelieved chunks of print
look so indigestible, Kronstadt

Kids 1s great,
John Griffin

Congratulations and thanks to the
new editors of Freedom. | have
been a subscriber for forty years, a
contributor for thirty-seven years,
and a close associate for two or
three periods of a few years each.
Now, for the first time ever, | know
who all the editors are.

| was once told the habit of
secrecy about names began during
World War Two, when it seemed
likely that either Nazi conquest
or patriotic intolerance might force
the paper underground. But it was
naive to think that withholding
information from comrades would
prevent the political police from
discovering it. Last time any editors’
names were actually published was
in 1945, when four of them were
prosecuted for conspiring to incite
disaffection among His Majesty’s
Forces.

For the first time | can remember,
there are statements of editorial
policy beyond the commitment to
publish all the different anarchist
points of view. Freedom has had
editorial aims in the past, but
contributors have been given no
clear guidance. The remarks on
length of reviews (August) and
choice of language (September) are
the sort of guidance | mean (though

| hope you will make it clear that
the privilege of writing for Freedom
1S not absolutely restricted to those
with typewriters).

Freedom has always been subject
to fluctuations in readability,
intellectual respectability  and
circulation. It has been at a low ebb
recently, but the way you are
carrying on, It seems reasonable
to hope that an upsurge will start
very soon.,

Name withheld for fear of letting

everyone know my age.

contact

A new group has been formed in
Coventry, Before, anarchists were
isolated, unorganised and therefore
ineffective. We hope to remedy
this, bringing together all anarch-
Ists, anarcho-feminists, anarcho-
punks, and sympathisers in the city,
so fostering a spirit of solidarity
and strength. Anybody who wants
to get involved in any way, what-
ever their age, sex, colour or hair
style, should contact us at:

P.O. Box 125
COVENTRY
CV3 50T

Again, would you please advertise

in Freedom that Black Dragon

Swansea Anarchist Collective is well

and truly dead as we keep getting

a lot of mail for it in the book-

shop and | have to reply to all of
the damn things.

A new group is on the way!

John Andrew

Neges Bookshop,

31 Alexandra Road,

Swansea,

W Glamorgan.

Freedom has recently livened up —
kKeep up the good work!

Les Evans
Cardiff

Notice

22 year old anarchist wishes to corres-
pond with others (in Britain or overseas) .
He's intellectual and feels isolated not
only because of this but also because of
the nature of his views: has literary and
philosgchical interests and is presently
writing a book on Britain and Ulster.
Is there anyone out there interested in
conversing? If so, write to: Jonathan

Bowden, Flat 4, 19 Abbey Road, London
NWS.
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| wonder how often we have heard
condescending ‘sympathetic’ liberals
announcing that anarchists are
‘people whose hearts are in the
right place but brains someplace
else’. It is indicative that Andy
Brown uses this description of a
number of his comrades who
argue for solidarity with the miners
strike. Indeed, one had to turn the
page of Freedom to Malatesta to
assure oneself it was not the
Observer or Guardian that was
being read.

Quite apart from a 'national
delegate conference being the basis
for ‘workers democracy’ in the
NUM strike, the issue of a ballot
Is a weak one for libertarians to go
overboard about. Since when has
democracy been an anarchist
objective? 2Maiority decisions are
nothing to get reverential about —
sure Andy Brown gives the conven-
tional wisdom, taught to this writer
by Tom Brown many vyears ago,
that you need a majority of
workers to win a strike. But like all
conventional wisdoms this state-
ment requires critical assessment.

3In a parellel field Albert Meltzer
once made the calculation that
the Brixton riots of '81 involved
about the same number of people
as c¢arried through the French
Revolution of 1789. "You can also
make quite a reasonable strike with
a determined minority, as the

current dockers strike shows.
The media cannot be glibly

dismissed in the way Andy Brown
does. Firstly, why the hell should
the NUM have taken any risk with
their members’ livelihoods with a
ballot which could have backfired?
It is the Government that wants
ballots before strikes are launched
because they need to know far
better than Andy Brown does how

often 5they can manipulate the

media to deliver the vote they want.
Just consider the millions spent on

TV advertising before dismissing
the power of the media too lightly,
or reflect on the massive support
for the stage-managed Falklands
war.

Secondly, the miners have now
had more than six months of
strike — %a very solid strike given
the pressures. To continue the
bleat about a ballot is pitiful, It
iIs to come perilously close to
siding with scabs who have taken
the NUM to court, to associating
with those who have used police
brutality to stab their fellow
workers in the back. It might
have been thought such a stance
was unthinkable for any anarchist
with a grain of sense, let alone
decency.,

We are all in danger of falling
for the personalisation of this
dispute — it is mineworkers, not
Scargill, who really matter. How-
ever, as a trade unjon leader Scargill
is very unlike others of his ilk.

8]oc: Gormley would .surely not

1
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have led such a strike — Bill Sirs
never attempted a real defence of
steel workers. With his weakness
for publicity and his wrong-headed
authoritarianism, Arthur Scargill is
certainly to be condemned, to
recognise his abilities is not to
agree with him about everything.
With the Znew-found love for

ballots perhaps the new editorial
collective will hold one of Freedom

readers a) to see if we support
their takeover of the paper, b) to
see if we support their ‘line’ on the
miners strike. Like good anarchists,
readers will give an overwhelming

vote, | am sure, by not voting.
JW

(1) Anarchists see the local, direct,
face-to-face associations to be the

. basis of workers democracy, not

the national delegate conference.
(2) Anarchists aim for consensus,
but no-one, except the leftists,
thinks that anything less than a
majority is good enough for collec-
tive decisions.

(3) This sort of ‘wisdom’ gets
anarchism a bad name.

(4) Ho. Ho. Ho. The failure of the
dock strike shows exactly why
attempts to impose decisions on the
worRers in their unions are in the
end disastrous to the workers’
cause. Your position can only be
maintained by ignoring history and
reality.

(5) Any sociologist can tell you
that peer-group effects (what your
mates say) are much stronger than
the mass media. If you seriously
beljeve that people are that qullible,
then the only hope for revolution-
ary change is via a ruthless vangard
organisation .... which is why |
labelled all such arguments as
anarcho-leftism.

(6) 20 percent of miners still work-
ing cannot count as ‘very solid’.

(7) Joe Gormley, in fact, success-
fully led several such strikes. In
1974 he led the miners directly
against a clear government policy
(the wage freeze). The miners got
every inch of their demands and the
government suffered a clearly
visible defeat. Joe Gormley also
maintained and strengthened the
100 percent solidarity amongst
miners. The contrast between his
record and Scargill’s is indeed very
striking.

(8) If you go back to the '72 and
'74 strikes you find that, from
Albert Meltzter to the Morning
Star, nobody ever missed an oppor-
tunity to stress the ‘democratic
ballot vote' in favour of those
strikes. Everybody seemed to love
ballots. No-one ever criticises
ballots that go the way they want!
The difference between anarchists
and the rest is that we are supposed
to believe in people’s right to
disagree and even do different
things.

Finally, let me say that these
arguments against ballots, which
even have an ‘official’ voice in
Black Flag, indicate that the reduc-
tion of anarchist objections to
representative government down to

———————

FROM ANGEL ALLEY_____

Freedom is produced by Arabella Melville, Colin Johnson, David Peers, John Anderson and
Stu Stuart. The collective is seriously in need of more people. We would welcome new
members who are cheerful, tolerant and easy going, and able to take seeing a lot of stuff
go in that they don’t agree with. We are not looking for anyone with a strong personal
commitment to any single issue politics. You’'d also need to be an anarchist and available
to do the boring bits as well as the glamorous stuff.

If you want to help out without getting seriously involved, then come along to the
Freedom mail-out sessions from 5:00pm til at least 9:30pm. Next ones are on Thursday

October 25th and Friday October 26th.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

The good news is that we have finally got all the bureaucratic info on subscriptions from the
old collective. The bad news is that absolutely none of the letters have been dealt with since
September 1983 when the old collective had a pretty terminal row. There are people who
sent cash in three times and still didn’t get their Freedoms! Quite how long it’s going to take
us to sort out this dreadful backlog we can’t yet say. Even with the computer to ease the
pain, it's going to take at least a couple of months. We are working from recently received
letters backwards in time through it all. IF YOU HAVEN'T RE-SUBSCRIBED RECENTLY,
PLEASE SEND US SOMETHING FOR THE FREEDOM DEFICIT FUND.

In the August issue, no 8, we published a number of letters similar to JW’s in this one. At
the time we had a policy of not replying to letters in the same issue (inherited from the old
collective). In issue no 9 | let Andy Brown’s excellent letter answer for me to save space,
although | disagreed with his view of issue no 8 being ‘liberal crap” . . . they were essentially
leftist crap. We have formally altered the ‘reply policy’, for which indeed the new collective
never voted in the first place. Individual members of the collective now have the right to
stick their reply in the same issue and the collective reserves the right to stick comments
on anything we publish. You will have to get used to this as the ‘price’ of the open-door
policy. We mean it to be part of a more open, chatty and personal editorial style.

We are, however, going to view the childishly abusive letters we sometimes get (no 8) a
good deal more harshly in the competition for space in Freedom. We will not expose
contributors to painful and inaccurate abuse from now on. After all, nothing could be more
off-putting to people writing for Freedom from outside the collective. It is a well-known
psychological fact that humans siezed with a strong hostile emotion are incapable of reading
what has actually been written. For instance in Freedom no 8 a letter from ‘Dennis the
Menace’ said “The piece entitles ‘Orgreave Fantasies” was a disaster area. . . . Incredible that
an anarchist (?) can write shit that’s more backward than left. Fair enough, criticise set-
piece battles which the cops will win, and demand that the struggle be taken out of the
hands of the bureaucrats; but why not conclude by encouraging self-organised widespread,
simultaneous actions, maybe in conjunction with ‘set-pieces” to dravg the police away to one
place”. But then we turn back to read Orgreave Fantasies (no 6) and we find. . . . “/F
Orgreave is not to be renamed as the place where All grieved then the miners must take
back control of this strike from their incompetant bureaucrats. Against concentrated police
power, only widespread, simultaneous action to stretch police numbers thinly offers any
prospect of success.”” Dennis then goes on to criticise Freedom as an “embarrassment to
anarchists who are revolutionaries’’. We, however, feel that Denis and other junk is an
obstacle to the Social Revolution. An apology would be nice, Denis.

Stu Stuart

PS We will each be taking it in turn to deliver the news from Angel Alley.

the crude DON'T VOTE slogan has
had disastrous effects.

Anarchists do vote. They vote in
collectives, at meetings, at Federa-
tions, on what goes into Freedom
and Black Flag. Anarcho-syndical-
jsts never stop voting ... for the
delegates, what the delegates
should say, etc. CNT conferences
are a veritable orgy of voting ... and
the majority decides the issues.

The whole argument for delegate
democracy rests on the delegates
faithfully representing the majority
view of their members. Any argu-
ment against ballots must therefore
hold true against delegate demo-
cracy, unless you accept the right
of a vangard to run the struggle.

Arguments for delegate demo-
cracy against direct ballots amount
to the intolerable (to anarchists)
position that delegates know the
workers’ minds better than the
workers themselves! Anarchists
have only supported delegate
democracy when it was hedged
around with numerous qualifica-
tions to prevent delegates from
behaving like MPs or representa-
tives, voting the way they want
personally.

The bottom-line social act on the
issue is that, whether or not anarch-
ists, or anybody else, think that
ballots are superior to delegate
conferences, the British working
class themselves clearly do. They
know that delegate conferences just
tell you what the various activist
and vangardists, who control their
unions, think. Frequently the
worRkers themselves just ignore
these decisions. They do not ignore
the results of national ballots. If
you want 100 percent solidarity in
a strike then ballot the
members. If you want to retain
sectarian control ... then dont.

Stu Stuart

In Brief

The number of centenariaris in
Britain has increased at least ten-
fold during the past 30 years,

according to the Royal College of

Physicians. There are about 2,000.
Nine out of ten are women.

More morbidly, another report, by
the Governments Census and
Surveys office, says that the death
rate is at least 21% higher amongst
unemployed men, and 20% higher
amongst their wives. (Figures for
unemployed women are not quoted)
This would account for the deaths
of over 1,800 men and 1,000
women this year. Suicide rates
amongst unemployed men are
about twice those for others.

The Conservative Party continues
to roll back the frontiers of the
state by selling the profitable
bits of nationalised industries. In
the case of Telecom, at least, this
is presented as ‘widening® the
ownership. This causes indignation
amongst those who had thought
that a nationalised industry in fact
belonged to everybody. Serves
them right for being naive. However,
the ‘libertarian’ model has always
been quite happy to use the
minimal state' to keep others in
order. Accordingly, the remaining
fragments are to feel centralised
control more firmly. Plans have
been leaked which reveal planned
legislation to strengthen Ministers’
powers to interfere, dismiss board
members, order the sale of assets
and to set profit limits.

The Spanish Government has
banned school homework and
official exams on the grounds that
children have ‘got to have time to
play and meet other children’.

The Soviet Government has banned
jogging in the streets of Moscow.
Western embassies have been warned
to stop their staff, as such activity
could cause injury and ‘interfere
with the normal life of the city’.

ITwo fishermen in the Pacific are
reported to have been held under-
water and drowned by giant
octopuses. The animals were said

to be three or four yards long.

There is currently a conference in
Geneva to draw up a treaty out-
lawing methods of warfare which
severely damage the environment’.

Bernard Ingham, the Prime Minister’s
personal press secretary, has loyally
turned down an offer of a job as
directorgeneral of the Centgal
Office of Information in. order to
stay on in Downing Street. His
employers are so moved by this
gesture that they are going to
raise his salary to what he would
have got if he had moved. The
£2,850 raise brings his annual
salary to £32,350.

Soviet authorities are disturbed by
the growing popularity of ‘American
style’ T-shirts with slogans. They
are to begin producing their own
with more ideologically acceptable
messages, such as commemoration
of the fortieth anniversary of the
defeat of Nazi Germany, Young
Communist slogans and the emblems
of work brigades.

The latest estimate by the Child
Poverty Action Group is that
social security benefits worth
£900 million per year are un-
claimed. They put it down to fear
of means tests and Government
fraud squades.

DP



DEBATE

When the new collective formed. one of the projects we decided on was a series of articles
on the various groups on the fringe of the anarchist world and mainstream stuff like DAM.
After the Greenpeace one, we appear to have forgotten the idea, partly because it was
obviously a good way of making hysterical enemies. However, just for fun we did contact

Allilance

the Libertarian

who instantly sent us the following article back in June. The

dramatic rise of the so-called libetarian right and the influence they exert on Thatcher and
Reagan via the inventive new policies dreamed up in well financed think-tank institutes all
over the place, is obviously a serious new political fact with which we are going to have to

adeal with
actually

Their use of the word libertarian is of course entirely misleading. Since they
wish to keep a small but potent state to crush the unions and maintain discipline

at work. it is entirely fair to say they only want to abolish those bits of the state that
interfere with a ruthless bourgeoise lifestyle. For their use of the words anarcho-capitalist
they deserve every brick that passing anarchists have lobbed through their window.

RIGHT TURN

THE LIBERTARIAN VERSION
OF FREEDOM

By Brian Micklethwait (Assistant
manager of the Alternative Book
shop, edits Political Notes, a free
leaflet series, for the Libertarian
Alliance.)

| subscribe to, and help to write
and edit, the written output of the

Libertarian Alliance. The LA’
introductory leaftlet proclaims the
following principles:

*The nght of all persons to

life, liberty and property;

*The voluntary exchange of all
goods and services;

*Each individual’s liberty to
pursue his or her chosen life-
style and to promote it by
peaceful persuasion, but not to
impose it forcibly on anyone
else:

inter-

the

*Elimination of coercive
vention by the state,
foremost violator of liberty.

Some (not all) of the subscribers
to the LA call themselves ‘anarcho-
capitalists’. | am, although | antici-
pate the possibility of changing
my mind, an anarcho-capitalist
myself. This means that | believe
.that all human institutions should
be rooted in voluntary rather than
coercive relationships. Not even
‘defence’” should be organised
coercively, that is, by taxation.

The Anarchist Past

This ‘anarcho-' usage isn't used just
to tease Freedom type anarchists
It reflects a genuine affinity between
more ‘orthodox’ anarchist attitudes
and the extreme ‘free market’

position that follows from the
LA’s principles. In the nineteenth
century, individualistic anarchist

writers like Lysander Spooner and
Benjamin Tucker expressed support
for just the sort of principles the
LA now supports, free markets and
all.

Anarchists of every kind
presumably favour the abolition of
the state. Freedom type anarchists
(from now on let it be ‘anarchists’)
also want the abolition of property,
money, hierarchy, and other
ineradicable features of a planet
heavily populated by humans.
Insofar as anyone ever attempts
these latter projects (usually with
the help of the state, as a ‘temporary’
ally) appalling havoc is unleashed,
and the attempt is hurriedly
abandoned.

Historically anarchists have done
little good, and not much harm
either. Their greatest crime to date
has been the help they have given
to the Bolsheviks, for which they
nave been duly punished, by the
Bolsheviks. Ingeneral, the anarchists
have been humble infantrymen in
the socialist/collectivist attacks on
civilisation.

Anarchists and Conservatives

low opinion of
why do | respond

So, given my
anarchist ideas,
so gladly to the invitation to write
a piece for Freedom. For | was, and
am, very pleased about this invita-
tion.

Although | disapprove of much
of anarchism. | like anarchists, the
likeable anarchists anyway. | also
like conservatives. Both conserva-
tives and anarchists are full of the

desire to tell other people what
they should think about public
affairs, just as | am.

Anarchists and conservatives

both respond In a knee-jerk manner
to established institutions (conserva-
tives for, anarchists against), but
both resist any attempt to systemise
these urges. As a result both anarch-
ISts and conservatives are very
susceptible to other peoples’
ideologies, having so little of their
For the last hundred years or
more, socialists have found attentive
audiences among both groups. Now
we libertarians are doing the same.

OWwWTrl.

Property and Freedom

‘Anarcho-capitalists’” favour prop-
erty, as well as life and liberty,
because property is the solution to
the problem of scarcity. Scarce
resources must, despite their
scarcity, still be controlled by some
person or persons, and not by all
others, if anything useful is to be
done with them.

Property is a device to limit
freedom. True. It limits your
freedom to use my property, and
mine to use yours. Quite so. But if
lots of different people own
property, as they do, even those
who own none have lots of different
work places, living places and places
of public or private recreation to
choose between. Thus property
maximises freedom. (Which is not
the same as saying that it makes
freedom infinite in all circumstances.
It does not.)

Some anarcho-capitalists are as
opposed to ‘hierarchical’ relation-
ships as all anarchists are, but most
are not troubled by them. All
regard them as a matter of taste.
Some people like to be bosses.

Others are content to be bossed, if

only for the money. Others insist
on bossing only themselves. So be
It. So long as any who dislike the
institutions they find themselves
In are entitled to leave, and either
to join (or found) other ones, or
else simply to live and work alone,
all will be as well as can be expected.

Unemployment and the Bomb

Opponents of the free market have
spent many decades complaining
that certain problems are caused by
the free market, when in fact it is
the interventions resulting from

these complaints that have caused
most of the trouble,

Unemployment results trom:
a) the state paying people to be
unemployed and b) the state
taxing people quite heavily who can
only earn low wages, so that
unemployment (although grim and
demeaning) becomes preferable to
working for a far Jower income.
Item b) strikes me as especially
VICIOUS.

Much is made, by allies of mine,
of the avalanche of restrictions on
the rights of people to make the
employment contracts of their
choice. An example 1S a recent
court verdict giving mothers the
Tight’ to part-time employment of
a type that had previously had full-
time. The result will be a reduction
in the willingness of employers to
hire women of any kind (for fear
of the state ordained consequences
at a later date, in the form of
unwanted part-time labour). More
women will then be driven into the
‘poverty trap’, that is, snapped
between the jaws of a) and b)
above., :

It’'s Important to
however, that the ‘poverty trap’
(a) plus b), state created) is the
basic unemployment problem, not
state regulations or unions or the
idleness of whichever social class
you most disapprove of. The
fondness of upper class ladies for
flower arranging rather than, say,
doing open heart surgery on rich

emphasise,

Arabs, undoubtedly lowers the
nation’s standard of living. But
unemployment is a different

problem from that. A country can
have a high or low standard of
living, and a low or high unemploy-
ment rate, in any of the four
combinations. Unions have only
caused unemployment insofar as
they have helped create this
combination of non-negligible
incomes for the unemployed and
even less negligible taxes (of many
kinds) on low wages. Even if the
unions really have, for example,
bankrupted Liverpool, closed down
the shipping industry, and so forth,
this need not have caused unemploy-
ment, because people can leave
Liverpool and live somewhere else
and/or get out of the shipping
industry and into something else.
(Lots have.) Unemployment means
not getting any job, for any wages.
Likewise, the bomb is not the
creation of anarcho-capitalists.
Libertarians argue a lot. about
foerign policy. Anarcho-<apitalists
believe that ‘peace-making’ is (or
ought to be) a business, like shoe
making. Personally | want to
become a global TV celebrity of
such splendour that | am able to
instruct the world’s various nuclear
bombers to lay down their bombs,
gently, and then watch them do it.
This may not happen. Whether it
does or not, this is absolutely not
the Libertarian Alliance official
policy on the topic, merely an
entrepreneurial hunch of my own.

very

| do mean it

| don't expect freedom readers 1o
libertarian with
anything but extreme disagreement,
What are guest columnists for? But
one point | do here insist upon. | DO
MEAN WHAT | SAY. | sincerely
think that property, the free
market, and so on, are good ideas,
and for others besides those who do
the best out of them. Even for the

POOr and the very
ESPECIALLY for

recact 1o notIons

(1(\\\!\-

trodden?’ them.

The argument for ‘capitalism’ IS
not just the cynical propaganda of
fat. rich old men, whose real
purpose IS merely to hang on to
their wealth and privileges and

grind the faces of the poor into the
dust, Just as most
socialists because they believe social-
ism to be a good thing, so too we
libertarians really do believe In
libertarianism. The truth about the
fat, rich old men is that they do
just as nicely, thank you, out of
state control, and are therefore
unconcerned by opinions like mine.
All they really want is for things to
stay as they are,

| would dearly love to read, In
future issues of Freedom, explana-
tions from Freedom readers of why
we are wrong. A range of free
leaflets expounding Libertarian
Alliance views at greater length is
on permanent display to inform
both sympathisers and critics at
the Alternative Bookshop, 3 Langley
Court, Covent Garden, London
WC2.

Should no replies be forthcoming,
it will be tempting to conclude that
no such explanations (of an
anarchist kind) exist.

Brian Micklethwait

socialists are

First of Many!?

Why on earth, Brian, do you thinR
that ownership and control of
productive enterprises should be
vested in capital, which is merely a
thing, a commodity, rather than
labour which is people? Surely the
whole point of any economy is to
provide people with an income, a
means of living? Do you seriously
expect anyone to believe that the
miners would obey the instructions
of whoever ‘owned’ the mines
without the coercive powers of the
state to enforce the owner’s will?
Name any section of industrial
workers you think who would, if
you can

Historically, the relationship of
servant to master, employee to boss,
has been something imposed on the
people by straightforward use of
force and conquest. Nowhere has it

been adopted voluntarily or
spontaneously.
Yes, anarchists do often talk

and write rubbish on the subject
of economics, but what about
your lot? They can't even come to
terms with Keynes and the Post-
Keynsians. They 've actually turned
classical 19th century economics
into a religion. The fact that it
can't accurately predict or explain
what actually happens doesn't seem
to bother you or the rest of the
libertarian 'right.

The truth is that both here and
in the USA, the government is
actually using the Keynsian model
in their computers to work out how
to run the economy. They have just
dropped the aim of full employment
and maximum production and
substituted the aim of maximising
the rate of return on accumulated
wealth. Interestingly enough, | ran
just such a move through a
computor on the Keynsian model
back in 1972 and got the prediction
of 44 million unemployed.

It is, of course, politically
unacceptable for Thatcher et al to
say this openly, so monetarism
and classical economics provide a
useful cover story or Ideology.
Brian, you gquys are just the
dummies who unwittingly help her
to sell it.

Stu Stuart
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The British Anti-nuclear Road
The British Anti-nuclear Roadshow
It is a fading
‘we'll get 10
this demo is the

trundles wearily on.
numbers game
million wimmin,
biggest ever, two out of three Brits
think Cruise should
You vyawn.,
vawn with you.

| went along to the local CND
branch in the Suffolk village where
| spend most of my working life
nowadays, primarily (I admit it

here) to see if | would meet anyone

never have

come’... Thousands

whose political views Iin any way
accorded with mine; and so | learnt
of the current CND plans. The
concerned middle classes will be
strolling through the streets (as
they do every autumn In great
numbers, proclaiming their belief
In disarmament. This time the
empty grey drizzly

streets of
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Barrow in Furness have been select-
ed for the peculiar honour of the
CND autumn megamarch,

However many thousands are
attracted (and there will be few
indeed from Suffolk, Barrow being
so far away) they will surely bother
nobody.

Which is to be expected. All those
well-controlled marches through
London, tidying themselves
virtuously into Hyde Park, bother-
ed nobody either, They were so
very civilized, so ineffectual.

But what heartache they cause
for the rural worthies of Suffolk!
They feel so guilty if they fail to
swell the numbers suitably. It
would be disastrous, they feel, if
this year’s demo were smaller than
last year's, the beginning of the
end. Every year more and more
people must be found to go, more

money devoted to coaching.
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'he end of the twice-yearly
pilgrimage to a CND demo is nigh.
Now that it has been acknowledged
that nuclear war really would mean
the end of the world as we know it,
the death of much of the plant life
that

system, to quote the wordsofa TV

supports the planetary eco-

pundit on the Newsnight Special
discussion on the Nuclear Winter,
‘the jig is up’. Not even the arms
manufacturers will be able 1o
argue their way out of that one.
Capitalism itself would be dead.

But that

hear? Is another way’? Yes:

what Is whispering |
[here
and we can look forward to the
accellerated development of chem-
and electronic

ical, biological

weapons as the arms limitation

agreements finally achieve a reduc-
tion Iin nuclear megatonnage.
Meanwhile the Greenham
wimmin hang on in their benders,
impressively resisting all efforts to
them away. the
large demos they call at the base
become progressively

impressive, the sheer tenacity of the

clear For while

have less
camp cannot but amaze onlookers.
Nobody is allowed to forget Green-
ham or Cruise while the wimmin

scorn Institutional
clear the area of

continue to
efforts to
protesters.
The wimmin'’s
sexism is, | believe,
their survival

controversial
essential to

as a group. It may
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indeed sphit the anti-nuclear ranks
but it gives the wimmin the cohes-
sisterhood, It 15 an

iveness of

ideological and conceptual in-group

that is uniquely

those women who

encampment battered by

encounters with males

they see as male institutions,

| used to drive a

of wimmin to and from Greenham.
| camped with them in the mud and
blew on my fingers in the pre-dawn
gloom with hundreds of sisters and

| felt the call of that sisterhood.
At Greenham,

their own. The

become strong, the shy and fearful
get support and by vivid example

are comforted and emboldened.
Each time my bus-load returned
home, some wanted to stay:; and |

have no doubt that some will have

stayed on since then,

Those who returned to

new knowledge of the way women

can survive. There

model for women everywhere to
encorporate into their concept of
womanhood, a new tough breed of
woman who can defy threats and

break rules.

The cost of this achievement is

the cost of inflexibility.
resentment among

am reminded sometimes of

Is Not For Turning.

While | cannot agree that

to impose their will on other anti-
nuclear protesters by refusing to let
them carry their protest to Green-
| do see the advantages of

ham,
exclusivity. They

self-determined group with its own

have

internal codes and support systems:

that neither holds onto
those who would leave nor lets any
members go without the affection
and co-operation of the group. It
has no formal structure, no leaders,
no rules, no coercion from within:

a group

its only limitation on personal free-
dom s the stipulation that only
females may join. It is a group that
reminds me forcibly of our gatherer
origins, where women lived In
mutually supportive groups with
men ranging on the outside, not
getting deeply involved in women’s
matters.

| would like to see such groups
surviving as continuing options for
women. This is a truly anarchist
way of life.

And when the new forms of
horror come, the bombs that
scatter sickness and mega-death
(but in a strictly defined geographi-
cal area) the wimmin will be ready
to settle, leech-like, on the perim-
eters so that the bombs cannot be
ignored; and the worthies of
Suffolk too will be ready with their
coaches to join the protest, for they
are no longer the trusting people of
a decade ago. And perhaps the
power of the State to clamp the lid
on the whole seething cauldron will

be just that little bit less than it was
before they started stockpiling

nuclear weapons.

Arabella Melville

comforting to
arrive at the
their
and what

minibus full

wimmin come into
downtrodden

their
communities brought with them a

IS NOW a4 new

It breeds
those who
would join in, but are excluded. |
that

other implacable woman, She Who

the
Greenham wimmin have any right

created a

Anarchist 1deology seems to base
itself upon the assumption that
‘true freedom’ can only be attained

when every individual has the power

to make, and act upon, those
decisions which determine how
he/she lives his/her life. Thus, it is

argued, all other revolutionary
ideologies are at fault in that they
State (their State) as
necessarily having some influence
think and act. Only
with anarchism can the individual
develop an identity and lifestyle
that he/she wants, only with
anarchism can he/she attain ‘true
consciousness’.

| would, however, like to draw
your attention to a passage from an

essay called Sociology and Freedom
by P Berger:

“It 1s sociologically, anthropolog-
ically and perhaps even biologically
necessary that a goodly portion of
social life takes place in a state of
dim awareness or semi-sleep.
Precisely for this reason the
institutional order ‘programs’ the
individuals activity. Put simply,
soclety protects our sanity by pre-
empting a large number of choices

not only choices of action but
choices of thought. . ...

We shall then take more seriously
‘meaningless rituals’, ‘empty forms’
or ‘mere routines’ in social life —
simply through recognising that,
were social life in its entirety to
be charges with profound meaning,
we would all go out of our minds.
The ‘meaninglessness’ of so much
of social life, currently decried as
the source of so-called ‘alienation’,
IS In fact a necessary condition for
both individual and collective
sanity. The currently fashionable

see the

on how we

left ideal of full participation In
the sense that everybody will
participate in every decision

affecting his life would, if realised,
constitute a nightmare comparable
to unending sleeplessness.”

While | realise that this was
written not by an anarchist but by
a professional sociologist, | still
feel that it makes a valid point.

Many (most) people need the
State to a certain extent, because it
IS the State — with all its apparatus
such as the media, the education
system, etc. — that gives meaning
to peoples lives. Our sense of
identity depends on there being
institutions to define our existence,
to make sense of the nothingness
by, for example, conjuring up
historical perspectives and formu-
lating theories about human nature.
Were the State to disappear it
might not ‘constitute a nightmare
comparable to unending sleepless-

& FREEDOM

ness’, but 1t would most likely
constitute the end of social reality
as we know it for the simple reason
that THERE IS NO SUCH THING
AS HUMAN NATURE’

Therefore | would argue that
those anarchists who see the State,
and the present social system, as
acting to oppress ‘natural human
instincts’ such as love for ones
fellow human beings, are guilty of a
kind of self-deception similar to
that practised by the Marxists, who
see State socialism as the end to all
problems. Yes, the State is corrupt;
people are murdered by States
every day, and with the arms race
escalating there i1s the danger that
everyone will be murdered. But this
does not mean that with anarchy
everything would be all right. All
one can safely say is that, with an
anarchist ‘society’ things would be
different.

Paul Loader
Lymington

As the tame ex-sociologist on the
collective, | feel that, while applaud-
jng your courage in quoting from
P Berger in an anarchist paper, |
ought to point out that for a
sociologist, the institutional order is
not the same thing as anarchists
mean by the State. Apart from
banks and governments being formal
institutions, sociologists describe
such things as queueing, buying
drinks in rounds in an English pub
and saying ‘Hello, how are you?’ as
social institutions.

These are enforced by the
pressure of public opinion and are
precisely what even more individual-
ist anarchists expect to requlate an
anarchist society. It is true that
many anarchists do not recognise
the necessity for these institutions
in social life . . . you cannot easily
welcome and show peaceful
intentions to some other human
without a ‘welcoming sign' that
they recognise as such, for instance.

The one key lesson anarchists
could learn from sociology is that
there is no such thing as a structure-
less social group. Formallinformal,
legal/nonegal, coercive/consensual,
strong or weaR, an analysable
structure there will be. For
anarchists the problem we face
should be seen in terms ofreplacing,
as and hew we can, hierarchical
structures with eqgalitarian ones.
The boss goes only when hefshe
is replaced with face-to-face direct
democracy plus toleration and
respect for the individual.

StuStuart  §




The denial of Liberty by imprison-
ment in prison or incarceration in
Psychiatric Hospitals has long been
a subject of anarchist critique, is 1t
not time that anarchists looked
again at the plight of mentally-
handicapped people in hospital?
One person in every hundred
born suffers some level of mental
handicap‘. At present 44,000 men-
tally-handicapped people live In
mental-handicap hospitals. For the
vast majority there is no reason by
virtue of proven medical need that
they ought to be in such hospitalsz.

In fact, they are there for a
variety of reasons, such as that they
lack the social and self-care skills to
care for themselves unsupported, or
they have no relatives/relatives no
longer able or willing to care, or no
other place to go to, and no sys-
tematic attempt has been made to
give them the skills needed to sur-
vive with dignity in society, or to
provide a place for them to live
within society.

An anarchist approach to the
plight of the mentally-handicapped
would involve client and worker
self advocacy and control, commu-
nity based services which could give
the mentally-handicapped and their
carers in society the support, the
facilities and skills needed to cope
with a wide variety of needs. These
services should include involvement
and participation of the community.
This set-up would be care by and
within the community /e applied
mutual aid. At present there Is a
dual system of containment of
mentally-handicapped persons and
their carers.

44 000 live outside of society’s
sight, knowledge and concern.
These 44,0003 people live in con-
ditions often lacking privacy, dignity
and the rights of controlling one’s
own life which the rest of us enjoy
even within the state’s and capital-
ism’s set limits. These 44,000 have
to put up with often poor to dis-
gusting food, laundry services which
ruin or lose personal clothing and
Inadequate occupational, recreation-
al and training facilities, with staff
who are tired, strained, over-worked,
who react under stress. Assaults on
residents occur in every hospital.
Many staff have been guilty of this
at some time in their careers.

The other 85%% of mentally-
handicapped people live in the
community in a variety of living
situations/conditions. Many live
with parents, who have never had
much support from society or
neighbours, but who cannot bear
despite their own advancing age to
be separated from what many re-
gard as their ‘child’. Often they
carry on through great strains and
hardship to care for their ‘child’,
rather than see him/her taken from
them and placed either in a hostel
or hospital.

There is a great shortage of
community facilities for mentally-
handicapped people. There are long
waiting lists for placements at adult
training workshops, there are too
few mentally-handicapped persons
working in ‘ordinary’ jobs, there
are too few hostels, too few group
homes. The social workers and
community-mental-handicap nurses
have too few resources to meet the
needs of those currently living in
the community aside from the
44,000 living in the hospitals.

Public concern is miniscule,
public prejudice is great. Joe
Public thinks that' a group-home
means ‘freaks’ in his/her street.
The present care facilities for
mentally-handicapped people out-
side of hospitals equals care /n as
opposed to care by the communi-
ty/society. The fact is that many if
not most people fear and reject the
mentally-handicapped. The ‘public’
need to be educated that the men-
tally-handicapped are people too!

How can anarchists help those
44,000 still in mental-handicap
hospitals? | would suggest that they

-
-
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visit such a hospital, get to know a
mentally-handicapped person and
befriend them, that similar support

as we give prisoners could be pro-
vided. Anarchists should also sup-

port and encourage those liber-
tarian ideas which occur in the
theory of care for/care of/services
for mentally-handicapped people.
One distinctly libertarian con-
cept is that of 'self-advocacy'5 e
that mentally-handicapped people
should speak for themselves about
their wants, needs and desires. This
has led to one self-advocacy group
at an adult training centre in London
demanding that mencap get rid of
their ‘little stephan’ logo, which
depicts mentally-handicapped per-
sons as perpetual children. They
produced badges with ‘little
stephan’ with clenched fist salute

‘saying ‘make love not bird boxes’ —

a reference to the fact that many
adult training work-shops have
carpentry sections producing these
and other similar items.

Another libertarian trend is the
idea of ‘Core and Cluster’®. This
idea provides a flexible means of
developing locally based residential
and training services for mentally-
handicapped people and their carers.
The ‘blue-print’” which emerges is
still care in rather than care by
society but until mentally- handi-
capped persons live, work and
enjoy their leisure within society
acceptance by society will never be
fully achieved. The idea of ‘core
and cluster’ is that a ‘core residence’
provides a place of training for ex-
hospital residents, for parents/
carers. Mentally-handicapped people
might move via such a unit from
hospital to the living unit suitable
to their level of skills and which
meets their expressed needs.

This unit could be a place in a
hostel, a staffed/unstaffed group
home, or a sheltered flat or on to
full independence. The ‘core unit’
might be home for a family group,
it may provide support to a staffed
group home, an unstaffed group
home, a hostel, a foster home, a

bed-sit, a special care/needs unit
for the profoundly and multiply-
handicapped. Thus persons suffer-
ing from every level of mental and
even physical handicap could have
a worthwhile life to lead within the
community.

Some core and cluster schemes
aim at the total integration of the
mentally-handicapped into society
by using wherever possible the same
employment, leisure, recreational,
sport, medical facilities as used by
‘normal’ people. The f‘core and
cluster’ scheme is supported by
pressure groups as ‘The campaign
for Mentally-Handicapped people’,
MIND, The National Association
for Mental-health, and MENCAP.

However, unless the government
can be forced to provide the re-
sources to fund this much needed
reform the ideas of community care
will fail, or if implemented be in-
sufficient to meet the needs of all
mentally-handicapped people. There
might develop as in the USA a back-
might develop as in the USA a

backlash against the de-institution-
alisation of mentally-handicapped
people if they are left to live In
unsuitable situations with little
social contact and no job/leisure
or occupational day facilities. Un-
fortunately a Parliamentary select
committee currently examining
community services seems set to
reduce/freeze funding. The men-
tally-handicapped, it seems, are not
to escape the attention of Mrs
Thatcher’s victorian values.

In an anarchist society it would
be possible to develop an anarchist
version of ‘core and cluster’, this
would include self-advocacy, client’s
and worker’s control/self manage-

ment and active community in-
volvement in planning and caring.
Utopian perhaps, but anarchist

society will have to include all
people not just the able-minded
and the able-bodied. In the mean-
time anarchists should press society
to give all disable people the right

to an ordinary life.
Jonathan Simcock

Footnotes

I. MIND Factsheet No 2.

2. MIND Factsheet No 2.

3. Campaign for Mentally-Handl-

capped People Newsletter April
May 84.

4. Mental-Handicap H Kekstadt p
39.
5. Campaign for Mentally-Hand|-

capped People Newsletter Feb/
March 84.

6. Open Mind No 1 ‘A home of
onesown'p 14,

Thoughts on visiting Reading Prison

Oscar Wilde wrote ‘The Ballad of
Reading Gaol’ in memory of C.T.W,,

who died in prison on July 7th,
1896.

In Reading gaol by Reading town
There is a pit of shame.

The pit is still there shaming all
of us as do the other prisons in this
and every land. The state has some
50,000 inmates incarcerated In
Britain. Brigid Brophy once used
the vivid expression BURIED
ALIVE to describe the situation of
those held in these hell holes called
jails.

Peter Kropotkin described the
system that, with cold cruelty, per-
petrates suffering often far greater
than that originally meted out as
organised vengeance called justice.
Prisons are the art work of the state;
they are enervating, mean and soul-

less. They are, indeed, like tombs.

The message of imprisonment is
a four letter obscenity: OBEY. This
message is, however, wrapped In
hypocrisy. The first prison rule is
that ‘The purpose of prison is to en-
courage a good and useful life’. Yet
even a Conservative Home Secre-
tary, Rab Butler, agreed with Kro-
potkin’s verdict that ‘Prisons are
the universities of crime’. They may
wish to inculcate the message of
obedience but they flout their own
number one rule.

More and more people are being
sent to prison in Britain — the in-
mate population has doubled over
the last twenty vyears. Between

1978 and 1984 expenditure by the
State on the Police, Probation,
Prison and the Courts has doubled.
In 1978 42% of ‘offences’ in England
and Wales were ‘cleared up’ by the

UNIVERSITY
OF CRIME

police, but in 1982 the percentage
of ‘cleared up' ‘offences’ was 37%.
We are far more at risk of being
hurt and killed in a traffic accident
than we are of suffering a violent
attack from a fellow citizen. Yet
the economy demands this human
sacrifice on the roads whilst the
state and media condemn the in-
humanity of thugs.

Nothing effective is being done
to end the absurd prison system.
Indeed more prisons are being
built. Yet, why should anyone
change for the better by being
confined in a small area for a long
time? There 1S much evidence to
suggest that people deteriorate in
such an environment and return
to society’ to steal, hurt, rape and
maim again — thus ‘society’, in the
long run is endangered by prison,
not protected by it.

Why does such stupidity continue
and flourish? Why does all the
evidence of the vast con trick pass
without a murmur? Apart from the
vested interests, which are some of
the most powerful in the country,
that benefit from the cruel farce,
there seems to be another reason —
for it is not in every country that
the idiocy is carried out with such
relish as in Britain. The loss of
colonies may have something to do
with it — penal establishments used
to be called penal colonies and
serve the same work role for those
whose desire is to make others into
obedient numbers. The work force
in prison has a large percentage of
former military personnel.

Again, we should perhaps not
be surprised if the state runs such
a useless enterprise — what do you
expect? So people are buried alive
in pits of shame as visible (or in-
visible tokens of the power of
anti-life forces in society.

JW

LAF

These are the minutes of the Last
London Anarchist Federation meet-
ing to be held. Due to extensive
beer stains and illegible scrawl they
have taken us many months to

translate and publish. The reasons
for this will become apparent as

you read on. . ..

1. The meeting was called to order
at 8:00pm at the Prince of Wales
pub by the chairhuman, and then
adjourned till 8:30pm due to his
being the only one there.

2. 8:30pm . . . further adjourn-
ment to 9:00pm.

3. 9:00pm.. .. ditto until 9:30pm.
4. 9:30pm . . . a move for further
adjournments was overruled from
the floor by the treasurer who felt
that, along with the multiple
tables, ceilings, etc, there seemed

to be enough of everything for a

meeting, including a full one he

hadn't started vyet. After a brief

struggle, this point was taken up
from the chair and drunk. The chair
then called for the treasurer’s report,
and he found he had enough for
one more.

5. Upon his return, the chair asked
what had become of the £37.06 in
the LAF account. Knowing the
treasurer since the day he was born,
he feared the money might not be
available for more draught Guinness.
Amidst cries of ‘Shame!’ from the
floor, the treasurer was forced to
admit that he had suffered yet
another attack of principle, and
fearing pressure from his alter ego
concerning outstanding phone, gas
and electricity bills, he had sent all
of it to the South Wales NUM.

6. Worse than this, the treasurer
admitted that the money had been
paid into the miner’s account the

day before the court had siezed

the South Wales NUM funds. Thus
he had handed over all the financial
assets of the London Anarchist
Federation to the State. . . .

7. At this point the treasurer was
most surprised to find the entire
person at the meeting vyelling
‘Perfect! Perfect! The perfect end
to the experiment. . . . The treasurer
then demanded a full explanation
of the chair’s attitude and his use of
the word ‘experiemnt’ in respect
of the LAF.

8. The chairhuman admitted that
he had not been entirely (if at all)
honest as a member of the Federa-
tion. He admitted that, as a young-
ster, he had studied sociology at
university (cries of scab, traitor, etc)
where he had been officially
classified as a genius (IQ 162)
and allowed to do whatever he
liked. So he had developed an
(almost) entirely original analytic
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How to commit suicide in South

Coe
£3.95.

and Holly
ISBN

Africa by Sue
Vietz. KnocRabout
086766 0]3/.

A coffee table book, according to
my dictionary, is one with.large
pages and lavish illustrations which
one is proud to leave about for
visitors to admire. By this definition
How to commit suicide in South
Africa 1s a coffee table book, or
perhaps (since it is only 44 pages) a
coffee table pamphlet.

The text, by Holly Metz, is a
catalogue of straight information.
A chronology of Southern Africa
from 300 AD, a list of ‘homelands’
with their dates of ‘independence’,
an account of fines levied on white
employers for allowing maids to
bring their black babies into white
areas, a list of deaths in detention
with official explanations, and
many other useful items. The last
section, directed at American
readers, Includes a list of US firms
who Invest in South Africa, and a
speech by President Reagan about
South Africa being essential to the
Free World.

One small error: The San (Bush-
men) and Khoikhoi (Hottentot)
people who lived in the area before
300 AD are said to be the ancestors
of the African population, whereas
the majority of South Africans are
decended from the Bantu who

system, which had profoundly
revolutionary implications for the
whole of mankind. (Oh dear! eds)
9. The initial joy at finding that
not one of the professors (from
Marxist to careerist) could find
anything wrong with this theory,
soon gave way to morbid fears, The
chairhuman had becomec obsesscd
by the notion that there might be
something wrong with his system,
which no-one could see(yet). Thus
he might wind up being responsible
for even more death, destruction,
doom and despondancy than Karl
Marx,

10) This fear, combined with a
tragic affair of the heart and some
bad acid, led in the end to a sudden
decision to join a north-bound R&B
band beforc the thesis was
completed or published. However,
the wandering minstral life proved
a shaky sanctuary. Buried decep
in his subconscious thought his

arrived at about the same time as
the Dutch. It does not change the
case in any way, but being in the
very first sentence, It could provide
material for disparagers.

Precise sources are
every other statement, The language
IS concise and unemotional.
Apartheid is exposed as a nauseating

given for

cruelty by the careful recital of
facts.

Sue Coe’s illustrations, by
contrast, are a screaming polemic

of passionate intensity. In sombre
greys spattered with blood red, she
depicts torture, murder, and hate-
filled dogs, all covered in graffiti.
The combination of factual text
and raging pictures makes this an
exciting work of art and a
devastating work of anti-apartheid
propaganda.

Donald Rooum

VIRUS, 10 pages, price 15p c/o
Albany Bookshop, 36 Albany
Street, London NWI

SOCIALIST OPPORTUNIST, 20
pages, price 15p Box 91, &84b
Whitechapel High Street, London
El

Two small papers/magazines. Virus
(in the body politic! describes

revolutionary ideas became, they
were never so deeply submerged
that they could not be unleashed
by just ten trivial pints of Guinness.
11) Thus every night, the crystal
vision and its uncanny predictive
powers tormented the chairhuman
until, embittered by the public’s
willingness to accept ex-private
school young conservatives (Clash,
Sex Pistols, lan Bone) as revolution-
ary rock musicians, he convinced
himself that if the human race was
that dumb they deserved any shit
they got, especially in the cause of
justice, world revolution and
becoming very famous.

12. At this point there was asudden
interruption from the floor which
rushed up, slammed the side of the
chair, and told him to get on with
It and usc shorter sentences. Why
had the chairhuman joined?

13. Pulling himself together (for
the first time that cvening) the

itself as ‘anarcho-socialist’ and
‘libertarian socialist’ It has a
statement of ‘what we stand for

and a couple of topical articles on
the miners’ strike and on the
recent visit by the evangelist
Luis Palau and his links with right
wing dictators 1in South America.
The rest of the paper is critiques on
non-libertarian socialism. There is a
criticism of Engels’
authority and a longer analysis of
democratic centralism, with Its
inbuilt tendency to bureaucracy
and elites. The whole magazine 1s
clearly written and presented. Worth
a look.

Socialist Opportunist (for all
specialists in  indirect action)
describes itself as a ‘special miners
issue’. Maybe in spirit, but there’s
very little coverage inside. Again
there 1S a statement of principle.
The first two articles are personal,
an emotional c¢ry about the
degradations of the DHSS and a
conversation with a senior police-
man at the May ‘Stop the City’,
There 1s a fair amount of attention
to the police, Iincluding a piece
on police weapons. Two contrasting
articlesputtheviolence/non-violence
debate. The last, longer article is
on the Labour Party. The presenta-
tion Is rather smudgier, but still
worth a look.

VIEWS on

DP

chair-treasurer claimed that he had
needed onc little empirical investi-
gation to prove a tiny point about
delegate democracy. While it was
an obviously hierarchical system,
which would create a new ruling
class (of dclegates), there was a
nced to provide experimental
cvidence that the main function of
the delegate system, that of
excluding people from decisive
activity, would still operate cven
when there were no real decisions
Lo be taken.,

14. For this he had needed a group
of between 30-80 strong, if not
very bright (in case they sussed
the  manipulations), lonely (to
remove peer-group effects), repulsive
personalities (to prevent the forma-
tion of in-group friendship net-
works) with unusually poor real
social world knowledge.

I5. The opportunity occasioned by
the London Anarchist Federation,

SOUrce

the
within six months had served some
usciul
observed.

weeks

A Dictionary of Political Thought

by Koger Scruton, Fan Boolks
£3.95
Roger Scruton 15 an  academi

philosopher at

London, and also a

journalist, editing  the
Keview and

fhe [imes

writing a4

In the latter he recenthy,

included in an attack on bad
journalism the attribution of /[he
Anarchist Cookbook to Stuarl
Christiec, which caused a lot of
cmbarrassment for him, a lot of

| he ///HI",, and a lofl

Of amusement for

expense ftor
cveryone clsc
His prejudice against and 1ignorancs

dbout anarchism also appear in his

contripution 1O in Otherwise
excellent erics of naperback
."'t"f"fl‘_" ,")("' )

A Dictionary of Political
///flll’//lf !’;U'r' ) HMPressive and
authoritative at first, but a closer
inspection shows that i1ts coverage
of topics of anarchist interest s

.
arnd

: * ‘ ) g
vitidatied DV errors
[.'u'

little about the 1deas of the

OomiIssIons
entry on anarchism savs

mair-

tream of the (m(:rch;st movemeni
for more than a century, and
nothing about later developments
by individuals from Landauer to
Bookchin, or later influences of
movements from situationism 1o
feminism. It wrongly says that
Proudhon ‘attempted to make
‘H:.Hd":l\r‘h INTO a4 conscious move-
ment that Nietzsche and Sorel
were anarchists, and that Marx's
ictually Engel’s) concept of ‘the
withering away of the state was

directly inspired’ by anarchism
Ihe entry on [ibertarianism
says nothing about

LS eariv use as 4

-

euphemism for anarchism or Its

later use as a right-wing form of
liberal anti-statism. There 1S no
entry on minimal state, though
there are cross-references to It.
[he entry on class struggle
mentions only Marx and Weber
The entry on commune confuses
the many meanings of the term
The entry on guild socialism

says nothing about its relationship
with syndicalism. The entries on
syndicalism and anarcho-syndical-
ism repeat the standard errors that
they were ‘guided and endorsed’ by
Surcl.

The entries on individualism
and communism and on ecolog)
and feminism say nothing about
the connection with anarchism.
There 1S no entry on situationism.

The entry on violence again
concentrates on Sorel, and ignores
the dialectic of violence by and
against the state. The entry on
terrorism raises the problem but
drops 1t, and refers only to the
state terrorism of Robespierre and
Stalin. There 1S no entry on
propaganada by deed, and no
reference to it in the entry on
propaganda. lhe entry on direct
action says nothing about Its

even though provided by a tainted

(the CIA organises the

early meetings every three years as
an cconomical way of collecting
not very important names) had thus
been gratefully siezed . .
vindicated the analysis almost too
perfectly.

_and had

16. For once, the ritual collapse of
London Anarchist Federation
the

purpose, chairhuman

17. However, the chair noted that

his theory predicted that this
lesson would not be learnt by the
anarchist movement until some six
nto the winter of 1992
Taht is, some eight weeks after the
appointment of Albert Meltzer as
Minister of Justice in the Scargill
Government, which should of
course be far oo late.
18. The Federation
dissolved.

was formally
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OrigIin in the 1anour movement or
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‘opposed Darwinism .

What i1s depressing 1s not that a
right-wing intellectual should
produce stuff, but that It
snould be passed by a panel of
respectable advisors and published
reputable publishers
Macmillan in the cloth edition of
1982 and Pan Books in the paper-
back edition of 1983). so that it will
and read by thousands
of trusting people and the false
image of anarchism will Dbe
prejudiced to yetanothergeneration.

NW

such

DY twoO

De bought

LEGAL
BRIEFS

lThere is indignation in liberal
circles at the revelation that court
administrators manipulate court
lists so that Serious’ cases are Rept
away from judges with a reputation
for leniency. The study was
actually ftunded by the Home
Oftice. It was intended to be the
first part of a three year review of
judqges. However, after seeing these
initial tindings, the Lord Chief
Justice decided to cancel it. He told
the researchers that their findings

were already well known to judyes,
which at least shows more realism
than theliberalcircles Unfortunately
he muddles things a bit by denying
that these practices are taking place
and if they are, they should not.

7
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The Freedom Office has been handed over to a group of Geordie
miners for the duration of the strike. They came down of their own
initiative, which is probably how come they found us. We should stress
that they have official approval, in view of the ‘Scottish Event ',
Obviously they want your money, which you should sent to:

Bates NUM, or Blyth Miners Wives Support Group,
Bates Pit, Ms Lynn Camsell,
Blyth, 17 Cowper Hall Road,
Northumberland  Cowper Estate,

Blyth,

Northumberland

There is also the Freedom Flying Picket Fund to help out with the lads

expenses down here.

To all ‘provincial’ anarchists

 Dear Brother/Sister,

As yvou are no doubt aware, we have been on strike for 27 weeks and
we find that our families are now suffering extreme hardship

We as a branch are paying over £3,000 per week in hardship payments
to our members and our funds are now almost depleted. We have been
forced to come to London to try to raise cash so that we can continue
to help our members in this way.

We would like to appeal to your branch for help in this matter and
would be grateful for any donation you feel you can make. If you can
help us in this way or by purchasing or raffling such items as mining
history books or miners’ lamps, please contact our number.

We are also available to attend meetings if required. We thank you
for your support during this struggle and look forward to hearing from
you,

Yours Fraternally,
] Whiteman
Financial Secretary, Bates NUM

WITH YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT WE CAN AND WILL WIN

Tut tut! Such antics, comrade,
merely attract attention.
k‘ﬂ\ey don't convince anyone.

This strike is probably going to last all this year and more. The need
for direct aid and Miners Mutual Aid groups is at least somehing we
anarchists will be way ahead of the leftists on. Lets have a little more
feedback and a few more womens support group names and addresses
to Freedom and Black Flag

To all London anarchists

Please note that you now have your very own miners available for
meetings, official street collections, etc. They don't get upset if you
pop round to Angel Alley and buy them a drink, either. Perhaps now
would be a good time to get together in a loose London Annarchist
Association with membership on an individual basis to aid the ‘Starve
Maggie — Feed a Miner’ campaign. Whatever our differences, that much
we are surely agreed on. | suggest a meeting of those interested at
Freedom on the next A Distribution day, which is Thursday 11th
October at about 7:00pm. Phone and check first. Willing street
collectors should pop round or phone and ‘arrange things quickly with
the miners themselves. You are much needed.

Stu Stuart

Right? J’ve collected an avdienice.

Now yov convince 'em.\(
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