
"There was never a 
moment’s discussion... 
There was unanimous 

... agreement around our 
table. ”

WINSTON CHURCE X on swift
decision of US and Britain at

Potsda • I to drop bo on Japan
(Triumph and Tragedy, 1953)

FOR THE SILLY SEASON': HOLES IN THE HEAD!

NOTES ON A SICK SOCIETY
It is sick in more senses than one, 

as we keep on reminding readers, 
but on this occasion it was the 

headline ” Prescriptions for drugs top 
500 million” - an increase of some 12 
million over the previous year. But 
that’s only part of the story. The tens 
of thousands of chemist shops 
throughout the land, as well as 
dispensing the prescriptions, have

PROGRESS REPORT 
ON THEIR STOCKS 

AND SHARES

In Freedom (10th June) we asked 
“Who will regulate the regulators?* 
and sure enough their recent salary 

rises have outstripped those of the 
workers. But what about Sir Richard
Greenbury the Marks & Spencer boss 
who was appointed by the govern­
ment to report on top executives’ pay.
Not on did Sir Richard’s salary last 
year increase with bonuses by
£140,000 but he and his executive
directors at M&S were last
“granted options on shares worth 
almost £5.4 million. And this was just 
days before he presented his report! 
The Independent (13th July) shows 
how Sir Richard was given his grant 
of 121,432 shares at 414p per share 
on 19th June, and their value was
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£502,000, and adds: “With the recent 
increase in the price of Marks & 
Spencer shares ... he has made a 
paper profit of £24,286 in less than a 

onth.* Surely nobody would
complain! But what did he do for the 
£24,286 in a month?

II
Meanwhile the Sainsbury dynasty 

have been selling shares while at 
the same time casting longing glances 

to expansion in the USA
Sainsbury’s chairman David off­

loaded a mere 200,000 shares, but 
Sir Timothy flogged nearly 71/£ 
million, and at about £4 a share that’s 
about £30 million. And the market
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reacted by other sales of some two 
million shares. We can only conclude 
that the Sainsbury’s would not be 
selling unless they thought the 
shares would be depreciating in value 
and would then buy them back. That’s 
business!

Freedom shareholders (in Sainsbury’s 
that is) will be kept informed!

their shelves piled to the ceiling with 
cure-alls for the ills of our sick
society. And how many millions are 
spent on advertising in the media, 
and colourfully on commercial 
television, instant remedies for
insomnia, backaches (after all, it is
said that 0% of us are sufferers),
constipation and male impotence, not 
to mention headaches, colds,
baldness, flatulence and flat feet.

Another statistic for the diary: 
^‘Epidemic’ fear as £450 million 
cost of treating asthma is set to rise* 

(Guardian, 4 th August 1995). 
Apparently “more than two million
people in Britain suffer from asthma
and the disease kills 2,000 a year*.

It is fast becoming “the modem 
epidemic* and will soon be costing as 
much to treat “as smoking related 
diseases* according to figures just 
released.

But the ‘experts’ also recognise that 
the increase in asthma is directly 
linked to our motor age. The Liberal 
Party spokesman’s solution is for 
“more research* and also “more 
rigorous emission tests as part of the

MoT and the fitting of catalysts and 
filters to older vehicles*. As usual 
price the poor car user (who needs a 
car for his work) off the road, and 
meanwhile some of Mr Carlile’s 
parliamentary colleagues are driving 
to their Scottish constituencies and 
back regularly, not because they 
collect 70p a mile from the taxpayer 
but because rail transport is 
‘unreliable’! (see Freedom, 8th July 
1995, The Biter Bit, But...’).
The government’s solution is that 

citizens should leave their cars at 
home “at times of high pollution*. The 
Labour spokesman in Transport, 
Michael Meacher, declared that it 
“would produce a loud laugh from the 
public, if we could stop coughing for 
long enough* and was promising that 
New Labour would be publishing its 
proposals in November to achieve a 
“cheap, safe and reliable alternative 
to the car*. We wish them well!

Meanwhile the British Road 
Federation’s 1996 Basic Road 
Statistics Report suggests that by the 

year 2020 those of us who survive 
(continued on page 2)

THOUGHTS ON BABY THOMAS
HYPOCRISY AND THE LAW

Once again the case of, this time, a 
22-month old baby with no hope 
of a life worth calling ‘a life’, has hit 

the headlines. The most recent was of
the young Tony Bland, a victim of the 
1989 Hilsborough football ground 
disaster who was left brain-dead after
being crushed in the melee. He was 
only kept ‘alive’ - if one can so describe 
the condition of somebody who was 
brain dead and had to be artificially 
fed - until 1992 when the House of
Lords agreed that the artificial feeding 
should be stopped. According to the 
Independent editorial (2nd August) 
“since then there have been five other
similar decisions involving people in 
a persistent vegetative state*.

According to the law, the case of 
Thomas the 22-month old baby is 
different The law says “he is conscious, 
his brain is active. Indeed the chief
difference between hi II and other very
severely handicapped people is that 
he is fed via a tube rather than by

hand. So denying him food and water 
would represent a dramatic change in
the law*. That sa II e editorial, in the
opening paragraph, gives the reader 
a picture of poor little Thomas, who:
“was brain-damaged In the womb. Now 
aged 22 months, he Is blind and deaf, 
cannot talk and has no control over his 
limbs. He cries Inconsolably. It is said that 
he cannot be cuddled properly because 
touching sends him Into painful muscular 
spasms. He has fits and Is fed through a 
hole In his stomach."

(continued on page 2)

FREEDOM
The next issue of Freedom will appear in three 
weeks time, dated 9th September. Our 
printers Aldaate Press will be closed over the 
August Bank Holiday when Freedom would 
normally be printed. Subscribers will still get 
their 24 issues by December.

To contributors, please send your articles 
and letters in as usual.




