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ANARCHY ON THE
WATERFRONT

Dozens of Anarchists affiliated to
mainstream anarchist groups
across Britain took part in the dockers’
and Reclaim the Streets actions in
Liverpool on the weekend of 28th and
29th September. Hundreds, possibly
more, of unaffiliated anarchists with
small ‘a’ took part in some of the more
militant actions over the weekend.

On the march, on the Saturday,
there was only one Labour Party
banner. The contrast between
Liverpool that weekend and
Blackpool and the Labour Party
Conference of the following week
could not have been greater. As one
Labour Party member remarked
afterwards: “These young people are
not interested in the Labour Party,
they are more interested in the
anarchists and that lot.”

After the trouble and arrests on the
Monday, a docker told us that Bill
Morris of the Transport & General
Workers Union had threatened to
withdraw his union’s support for the
dockers if they didn’t stop associating
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fortnightly

with the anarchists. The dockers
replied, I understand, that the union
hasn’t been giving much support as
it is.

After the arrests on the Monday
during the mass picket, The Daily
Telegraph reported that: “Police
blamed anarchists for the majority of
the trouble”. But as one correspondent
said on television news: “The Reclaim
the Streets demonstrators were
welcomed, and indeed invited, by the
dockers.”

FIFTY PENCE

“Whoever is a
complete person
does not need to be
in authority.”

Max Stirner
in The False Principle of Our
Education

Since the weekend of action dockers
have told us that everyone has been
uplifted by the action. At Rochdale
Labour Club two dockers told a support
group meeting that they had nothing
but praise for the anarchists’ action.
The result was a massive cost of
£150,000 to the police, who failed to
stop the Reclaim the Streets activists
getting on top of the roof of the Mersey
Docks & Harbour Co. headquarters
and on the cranes, or the mainstream

(continued on page 2)

AS IF WE DIDN’T KNOVW ...

‘POLITICS IS A DIRTY BUSINESS’

t was the old Marquis of Salisbury

(1830-1903) who described politics
as ‘a dirty business’. He obviously
knew what he was talking about,
having filled the major offices of state:
Prime Minister, Foreign Secretary
and even for a time he was Leader of
the Opposition!

But he added that his son was doing
very well in this ‘dirty business'.
Things haven’t changed apart from
the fact that there are a lot more
people directly and indirectly engaged
in the ‘dirty business’.

We suspect that most people no
longer share the simplistic optimism
of Bernard Shaw arguing in the 1890s
that:

. a House [of Commons] consisting of
660 gentlemen and 10 workmen will order
the soldier to take money from the people
for the landlords. A House of Commons
consisting of 660 workmen and 10
gentlemen will probably, unless the 660
are fools, order the soldier to take money
from the landlords for the people.”

The idea that ‘workmen’ transferred
from the building site, the mine, the
railways, the land, to the well-padded
benches of the House of Commons
would be the champions of the
underdog is not only romantic
nonsense but dangerous too because
it presupposes that Members of
Parliament, and would-be Ministers,
are not influenced (let alone not
agree) that the 660 elected MPs can
tell you and me (and another 50-odd

million citizens) how to run our lives,
and the more so if we happen to be in
the bottom 40% (the homeless and
unemployed teenagers, the exploited
part-time women workers, the
unemployed men and, last but not
least, the growing army of OAPS).
Anarchists have been saying this for
more than a hundred years: don't
trust anybody who proposes to run
your life for you better than you can.
More and more people who are not
party politically minded and who
probably have never heard of
anarchism, are realising that mutual
aid, the small community and
solidarity are their strength and
happiness.
(continued on page 2)
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EDITORIAL COMMENTS
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Compared with the Labour Party platform (in the 1960s) what a miserable platform it now is, with the leader isolated and
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just a handful of speakers to follow him on the platform. The rest of the Shadow Cabinet is in the auditorium with the
television cameras focusing on them as they applaud by rote. In this 1962 photograph by Vernon Richards of the Labour
Party Conference held in Brighton, the speaker is George Brown and to his left are Harold Wilson, Gaitskell in sunglasses,
Joan lester ef alia. Far right is lan Mikado in sunglasses.

(continued from page 1)
As we write we are coming to the end of a
three-week jamboree of the political
parties. Major has yet to appear on the screen,
but we did see Tony Blair and the mise en
scene which contrasted significantly with that
of the early ’60s. Then, as our picture of one
such occasion illustrates, virtually the whole
NEC Shadow Cabinet were on the platform
and below them an army of journalists and
photographers. And lots of flowers lining the
platform. This year the platform consisted of
half a dozen or so Shadow-Ministers who
would be addressing the party representative
claque and the speaker on a dais all on his own
... and the background was bleak. We had to
concentrate on the ‘leader’. He was good.
Some hacks have compared him to Oswald
Mosley, but they were probably not born
when Mosley was not only a leading Labour
Party ‘socialist” but also one of their best
speakers.” Blair, as the last part of his
hour-long appeal to the faithful indicated, has
got a bit of the religious bug, and our advice
to him is that he shouldn’t try to mix Mammon
and Heaven.

he Liberals and the Scottish Nationalists
can offer everything to the voter-punters
but won’t get the votes. As mentioned earlier,
we go to press before the Tories praise their
past ‘achievements’ and make their promises.
The Labour lot can’t promise anything for
the simple reason that although they are
joining forces with the Tories in cutting down
‘public spending’ — not of MPs who have
given themselves a 26% increase in their
£33,000 salaries — but spending that matters to
all of us ordinary people.
And there 1s no escaping the reason for their
reticence. Far from relying on the votes of the

bottom 40% — though they expect to get most
of them (on, in our opinion, the mistaken
grounds that in office they will not be as bad
as the Tories) — their obvious target 1s the
middle 30%. But they are not alone. Tories,
Liberals and the Labour lot are aiming their
lollipops at that middle 30%.

In a capitalist system what can these political
parties that are not proposing to abolish
capitalism, let alone controlling it, do to curb
its power? One expects nothing from the
Tories and the Liberals, who believe that
capitalism and free enterprise are the ‘health
of the nation’. But what have the New Labour
(the new socialists?) to offer? Nothing! For
there 1s no way of ‘reforming’ capitalism. The
alternative to production for profit 1s
production for need: that’s socialism — and
anarchism!

And once you remove the profit motive from
everything we do, you remove all the tempta-
tions to cheat and to beggar your neighbour.
The anarchist motive 1s satisfaction in the
things you do because not only do they give
you satisfaction but also they contribute to the
commonweal.

Footnotes

1. Quoted at greater length in the introduction to
The Impossibilities of Social Democracy (Freedom

Press, 142 pages, ISBN 0 900384 16 6, £2.00 post
free inland).

2. Oswald Mosley’s career in the ‘dirty business’
1s surely worth a footnote for any young reader who
might still have illusions about politicians. Sir
Oswald Ernald Mosley, 6th baronet (1896-1980)
was successively Conservative, Independent and
Labour MP and a member of the 1929 Labour
government. He later resigned and became leader
of the British Union of Fascists

(continued from page 1)

anarchists from breaking through the fences.
Other actions included a tug-boat strike in

the Port of Liverpool in solidarity with the

dockers’ action.

INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT

In Sweden there was a 24-hour strike at three
ports involving a refusal to touch all ACL
containers. ACL 1s an American company
which uses the Mersey port and has suffered
as a result.

In Denmark there was a one-day strike at one
port and in Odense a three-hour stoppage. At
the Australian ports there was a go-slow on
ANL containers. Two containers were filled
instead of twelve.

In Spain the Co-ordinadora unions plan a
one-hour strike on 28th October, which will
be backed by the anarcho-syndicalist CGT.
The LAB, the Basque nationalist trade union,
took action on 30th September at Bilbao. In
the ports of Barcelona, Vigo and Valencia the
CGT (anarcho-syndicalist) refused to move
anything on 30th September.

LOCAL SUPPORT
In the North West of England support activity

for the dockers 1s accelerating. On Thursday
10th October Bury Unemployed Workers’
Association 1s holding a public meeting. The
following Thursday, 17th October, the
Manchester Dockers Support Group 1s
holding a public meeting at the Town Hall.
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WHOSE
VIOLENCE?

y the time these words are printed
Guinness may have sent their bailiffs to
the occupied site at Wandsworth, London (see
Freedom 18th May and 3rd August).

A telephone call was received at the offices
of Land is Ours in Oxford giving a ‘tip-off’
that Guinness were intending to pounce in the
early daylight of Tuesday 15th October. The
caller gave no name. Rumours like this have
spread before, but this one is taken seriously.
Should the warning be deemed to be true, a
very vast telephone tree will be activated and
people will come from all over the place to see
out the eviction attempt.

The thirteen acres have been occupied since
5th May and have been held in common by a
basic core of eighty people with a massive
support from all sections of the surrounding
population. It is remarkable that the occupa-
tion has lasted so long and for anarchists it 1s
of exceptional importance and interest. Here
1S an embryonic anarchist society in the
making, although it would be difficult to say
how much of its anarchism would remain in
its natural evolvement. The community has
dealt with its external problems very well and
(continued on page §8)

ANARCHY ON THE
WATERFRONT

While on Friday 18th October Rochdale’s
Liverpool Dockers Support Group 1s having
an evening of solidarity with the Liverpool
Dockers at the Hungarian Club.

No wonder the Mersey Docks share price 1s
near to rock bottom —down to 355p after being
at 456p earlier in the year, the share value
being almost 500p in September 1995 when
the lock-out started.

Marlon

NORTHERN IRELAND:
WHO PLANTED THE BOMBS?

hile not having sympathy for the Republican
aims, the religion of the IRA and their
supporters, we doubt whether the two car bombs
which damaged the military barracks in Northern
Ireland were the work of the IRA. As we write,
neither the IRA nor the Loyalists have accepted
responsibility.

As we see it, and as very amateur observers of the
crazy Loyalist/Republican set-ups, we would
suggest that the only group to benefit was the
Loyalists and to that end they did so knowing that
the obvious conclusion was that it was an IRA
bomb plant. It doesn’t really matter in the long term.
There will be no solution to the Irish problem until
the British withdraw their troops, just as in Israel
(Palestine, that 1s) the Americans stop Clinton’s
waffling on about a peace agreement yet continue
to pour dollars into the territory to finance the most
powerful military machine in terms of population
worldwide.
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LATEST ANTI-JSA NEWS

WORKFARE: KICKING THE
POOR HARDER

Degradation ceremonies for those out of
work are on the way! Both the main
political parties are in favour of forced labour,
now the Tory Party 1s planning to put
Workfare into their election manifesto.

The English, it seems, are susceptible to
everything coming out of the USA. Not only
McDonald’s beefburgers, but, as a delegate at
last month’s North West Against the JSA
conference in Bury said: “British politics 1s
being dominated by the language and concepts
of the United States — such as “Workfare’,
‘Time Limited Benefits’, ‘Culture of
Dependency’, etc.”

The Tory Workfare plan 1s Peter Lilley’s
baby, and 1s set to rival Gordon Brown’s
forced labour project for the Labour Party. It
1s Lilley’s latest gimmick following on the
heels of his ‘Cheat-Line’ scheme.

‘WORKFARE IS UNWORKABLE’

Much will depend on the success, or other-
wise, of the Project Work pilot schemes for
Workfare operating in Hull and Maidstone.
On these Project Work schemes people between
18 and 50 who have been unemployed for
more than two years are put under intense
pressure to get them to accept a low-paid job
or go on a training scheme.

After thirteen weeks, if they are still unem-
ployed, they are shoved onto a community
project for three months. These are run by
charities, and for this the jobless will get normal
unemployment benefit plus £10 a week. All
paid for by the government.

Guy Cheverton, the anarcho-syndicalist
international secretary of Hull Trades
Council, told me last month that Hull City
Council has boycotted the scheme, and that
they were having success discouraging other
providers from participating. He also told me
that there had been several occupations of the
Job Centre in Hull as part of the campaign
against the Job Seekers Act.

All this i1s confirmed in a letter to The
Independent last month from Martin Cock,
vice-chair of Medway Towns Trades Union

Council: “Hull City, Rochester City and Kent
County Councils have all boycotted any work
connected with the scheme. The voluntary
sector has also been unwilling to participate
because the work is forced.”

It also seems likely that any attempt to
extend Project Work into Workfare 1s bound
to meet with opposition nationally. The kind
of opposition now being mounted against the
JSA — pickets, demonstrations, occupations,
‘dole bully hotlines’, you name it.

Neither the anarchists, Groundswell or the
trade unions are likely to take Workfare, or
forced labour, lying down.

Mr Cock tells us that Project Work 1s already
dubbed “‘the Chain Gang’ by many of its
participants”. He warns: “If ‘Conservative
strategists’ are ‘hopeful that [the] pilots ... will
highlight the positive aspects of the scheme’,
they are either being told fibs by civil servants
on the ground or are deliberately ignoring the
evidence from Kent and Hull. Workfare i1s
unworkable.”

It is clear that any government in this country
will, on present evidence, have a hard time
bringing in a US-style Workfare scheme.

STAFF CELEBRATE AS CLAIMANTS
DEMONSTRATE

There is a suggestion of worry about Workfare
in the voluntary sector. Peter R. Shirley,
director of community affairs at the Wildlife
Trust, says: “Menial forced labour 1s not
attractive to anyone’.

Such worries will not deter senior Tories,
who see what they are calling *Contract to
Work’ as a vote-winner. Both the Downing
Street Policy Unit and Conservative Central
Office are looking forward to including this
forced labour scheme in their programme.
They hope to jump the queue on Labour by
being seen to kick the poor harder.

In this country cock-fighting and hare
coursing is illegal, bull-fighting 1s frowned
upon, but kicking the poor ... that 1s a
middle-class pastime here. Worthy of votes
for the hardest kicker.

HUNTING THE

UNEMPLOYED ACTIVISTS

n the North West it is very hard to get people
from the Benefit and Employment Service
unions to speak to either the centres for the
unemployed or the Groundswell groups. Nobody
from the Manchester section of the civil
servants’ union the CPSA would speak when
the People’s March was in Greater Manchester.
A CPSA official had to be brought in from
Hull — as someone said, “the Manchester
officials of the CPSA have no balls!”

It is refreshing to read in the weekly Worker
an interview on 5th September with Chris
Ford, secretary of the West London CPSA

union:

Worker: How are union members reacting to
to the trial run of the JSA in West London?
Chris Ford: The overwhelming majority i1s
totally opposed. Management is threatening
30% job losses for our DSS members — about
30,000 nationwide, resulting from the merger
of the employment and benefits departments.
They will be merged in order to enforce the
sanctions, coercion and harassment of
claimants.

There has been tremendous support for strike
action. Officially we were striking against the
JSA for health and safety reasons — attacks on
our members by claimants have more than

doubled.

Worker: What is the significance of the JSA?
Chris Ford: It is absolutely essential for the
capitalist system to enforce low wages and to
discipline the working class ... The TUC has

abdicated its role, so now it’s up to the
activists. London Against the JSA has been
most successful in that campaign.

Worker: Have you been under pressure from
management?

Chris Ford: Management want to break that
unity. They have started a witch-hunt against
claimants alleged to be unemployed activists
who have issued several leaflets aimed at
persuading workers in the dole offices not to
co-operate. Disgracefully, union leaders

.(including some Militant Labour members)

have sided with management.

New Age Travellers have, to our knowledge,
been targeted in the North of England by the
investigators from the Employment Service
and Benefit Agencies. In Groundswell at least
one member has been investigated in recent

months.
Dole Reporter

HARINGEY SOLIDARITY GROUP

has been disrupting JSA pilot schemes and Job
Plan Workshops for over a year in Haringey.
It says “thousands of leaflets informing
claimants and workers about the JSA have
been given out”. It calls on people to get
involved. For more information contact
Haringey Solidarity Group, PO Box 2474,
London N8. Haringey Solidarity Group may
also be able to put you in contact with
anti-JSA groups 1n your area.

The miserable existence of ‘Lucky’ in
Waiting for Godot seems to be increasingly a
more illuminating depiction of the life of the
lower class Englishman today than any
sociological tract.

The editor of The Independent (26th
September) declares: “The critical question 1s
how much we can reasonably demand of the
unemployed in return for their weekly
benefit”. How much right does the state have
to tamper with our lives and regulate our
comings and goings for a weekly stipend of
£47.90 for signing-on?

Certainly 1t seems that the state will be
expecting a lot if the build-up to the JSA and
the huffing and puffing about Workfare 1is
anything to go by.

The economist Yvette Cooper, in an article
entitled “Tories’ workfare may turn out to be
a work farce”, says: “In the absence of direct
job placement or good quality training and
work experience, the alternative looks
ominous ... Making benefits conditional on

placements such as Project Work without
providing anything more constructive,
cost-effective alternatives will not be good for
the unemployed or the taxpayer. If the only
purpose of this kind of workfare is to force the
unemployed into menial, meaningless
schemes just to prove to the rest of us that they
are not lazy, then it will be unethical as well.”

I can’t help but feel that both Workfare and
the Job Seekers Act are devised to punish the
poor. If we can’t win at football, and we’re no
good at cricket, and we’re too civilised for
cock-fighting or bull-fighting, then let’s kick
the poor! Let’s bully, blast and bamboozle
claimants off benefits.

As I write this on the eve of the birth of the
Job Seekers Allowance, it has just come over
on the radio that Liz Lynn, the Liberal
Democrat MP, has got a leaked government
document which shows that some
Employment or Benefit Service staff have had
a bonus this weekend to celebrate the
introduction of the JSA.

All right for some. But not for the long-term
unemployed who, from 6th October 1996
onwards, will be kicked from pillar to post.
Their prospects are poor. And as Yvette Cooper
says: “Of the very long-term unemployed,
more than 40% have no qualifications”.

Unemployed Activist

NORTH WEST AGAINST THE JSA

ob Centres in the North West were picketed
by unemployed activists on Monday 7th
October, as the JSA was introduced. This
followed demonstrations over the weekend
when hundreds rallied in protest at the Job
Seekers Act in Sheffield, Cardiff and
Newcastle.

Bury Unemployed Workers Association
mounted a day-long picket outside the town
centre dole office. This was covered by The
Bury Times which photographed the
participants. For the first time Bury Job Centre
was employing a security guard, but this didn't
stop the occupation by unemployed activists
to the applause of some of the claimants.

A dozen or so protesters turned up at Ashton
Job Centre as part of the Tameside
Unemployed Workers Alliance campaign. They
were supported by members of the Campaign
Against the Child Support Act. The local press
were also present.

MR RAFTERY DOES HIS DUTY

In Stockport the Socialist Labour Party, which
is now active in the Manchester Anti-JSA
Group, and the South Manchester campaign
against the Act have written to John Raftery,
a JSA Implementation Manager responsible
for its implementation in the North West,
inviting him to speak at their meeting at the
Magnet Inn on 17th October. Freedom spoke
to Mr Raftery last week and asked him about
it: “It’s not an event that I would normally
involve myself in” responded Mr Raftery.

“Is it a case of won’t or can’t because you’ve
been gagged by the Employment Service?”
queried Freedom.

“My duty is to implement the law as it is laid
down by Parliament, and I do not have a view
on anything to do with policy matters”
countered John Raftery.

Mr Raftery is probably worried because some
JSA Implementation Managers elsewhere in
the country have been subjected to
Groundswell’s “Three Strikes’ procedure. Dole
staff at all levels seem to have been muzzled
in the North West.

CO-ORDINATION CONTINUES

On Wednesday 9th October a joint meeting
was held between Socialist Action and
Groundswell’s Manchester Anti-JSA Group
at Manchester Town Hall. Members of Bury
Unemployed Workers Association were also
present. Discussion revolved around the
activities of the North West Against the JSA
Campaign and Groundswell’s ‘“Three Strikes’
strategy. The meeting was divided over the
utility of ‘Three Strikes’ but it was decided
that efforts be made to co-ordinate the struggle

against the Job Seekers Act in Manchester and
the North West. The Socialist Alliance will
send representatives to the next regional
conference of the North West Against the JSA
at Bury Unemployed Centre to be held at 12
noon on Wednesday 23rd October.

A large meeting of the Manchester Anti-JSA
Campaign Group followed the biggest picket
in the North West at Cheetham Hill Job
Centre. The Manchester group is planning to
strike at Stretford Job. Centre next.

‘THREE STRIKES’ DISCUSSED

Action, the monthly paper of the Welfare State

Network carmied in September a supplement
on the Job Seekers Act. It opened up a debate
on ‘Three Strikes and You're Out’ by
reproducing a press release of the Edinburgh
branch of Groundswell.

Direct Actionist

JSA NO WAY
(MAYBE)

bout four hundred people marched though
Sheffield on 5th October to arally called by the
Sheffield Trades Council to protest against the
implementation of the Job Seeker’s Allowance on
7th October. Speeches focused on the union
struggle and no one from Groundswell (the loose
federation of autonomous groups against the JSA)
was invited to speak. From a speaker in the Civil
Servants’ Union (CPSA) hierarchy, we heard
details of the horrors to come and regrets that the
CPSA had to implement it. We were told that the
two-day strike by CPSA members on the 7th and
8th October, over security screens to protect
themselves, was really a tactic to disrupt
implementation of the JSA, but how many of the
rank and file really feel that?

The language from the top has an imperative feel
about it. ‘Have to implement it’ you say, but we feel
you don’t, CPSA. If you feel constrained then at
least do us the favour of not publicly admitting it.
Concentrate on giving us the details and we’ll
suggest ways of foot dragging and spanner
creativity. Change your language, CPSA! Change
your thoughts, and your actions might follow. Look
at the sacked Liverpool dockers who have refused
redundancies with up to £25,000 pay-off money
because the issues are greater than any number of
jobs. “The decisions made under the JSA must be
challenged in every way possible including legal
challenge” opines Unemployed Journal (the
newspaper of TUC unemployed centres, Autumn
1996). Think about the wording, CPSA! Consider
also the muscles flexed by French civil servants and
more recently the events in Zimbabwe. When the
pen pushers and paper shufflers pause, Leviathan
trembles.




Saturday 28th September

12 noon: Myrtle Parade, Liverpool, people
assemble for a parade to celebrate the
Dockers’ one-year old struggle against
casualisation. Called by the dockers as a big
‘thank you’ to the people of Liverpool for their
support, the event was joined by hundreds of
activists from Advance Party, Freedom
Network, Reclaim the Streets (RTS), and
other grassroots groups intending to transform
the day into a mass carnival and action to stop
the clampdown and reclaim the future.

13.00 hours: About five thousand people
march in good natured and colourful array
towards the city centre. Anarchists from
Cardiff, London, Leeds, Huddersfield,
Sheffield, Manchester, Tyneside, etc. take up
a central position, banners flying, ignored by
the police who concentrate on the RTS crowd
behind, frightened presumably of a potential
spontaneous turn to the event. The drumming
of the new-age types gets into the step and into
the blood.

Riot Police direct the parade away from the
city via flyovers towards the docks and the
Liver Building on the waterfront. There, the
rally speakers reflect the diversity of dissent —
striking dockers, a docker’s wife, a docker’s
child, Andrea Needham (of the Ploughshares/
Hawk trial), Arthur Scargill, a striking Detroit
car worker and the fringe groups. The
dockers’ cause is relevant to everyone and
international. The final speaker advises us to
‘Party till you Puke’. Repetitive beats from a
mobile sound system begin to compete and the
ravers slowly move off to join in. There 1s an
air of uncertainty as to what turn the supposed
three-day event will take — the crowd has
thinned out, people are feeling the cold and
hunger and thinking about the journey home
... they have not the stamina and experience of
those things of the new age. The only Socialist
Workers left are flapping in the breeze. Many
people head for home; Tyneside, Leeds and

Huddersfield Anarchists decide to tough it
out. -

POLICE RESOURCES
AT LIVERPOOL

e Fifteen police horses

o Eight police motor bikes
e Six dogs and dog handlers
e One helicopter

20.00 hours: the location of the accommoda-
tion is being discreetly disseminated and we
make our way by car to the Customs and
Excise building at Sandon Dock. Activists are
taking various routes in dribs and drabs. A
police helicopter keeps tabs overhead.

LIVERPOOL DOCKERS
AN EVENT UNITING DISSENT

The building, a plush, newish complex of
offices within a secure compound, has
apparently been emptied due to
‘rationalisation’ and should prove 1deal
accommodation but for the vanloads of
uninvited guests in body armour. On seeing
the stand-off between squatters and police it
seemed a forgone conclusion who would be
the last to leave. So we left and came back
sheepishly a couple of hours later to see what
had happened. To our surprise we discovered
a heaving and thriving community replete
with kitchens, bar, toilets and running water
and of course a big room for the rave. This was
a legal Section 6 to squat, set up by hardened
veterans. Everyone 1s fed and watered. For
some the rave goes on till 8.00 hours. There
are plenty of rooms for all the 300-odd
activists.

Sunday 29th September

A day for renewing old acquaintances and
making new ones. Workshops on
Ploughshares, JSA, What are we doing here?,
Green Party policy. But people are keyed up
about the morrow. What’s going to happen?
We know there will be a mass picket with the
dockers at Seaforth Dock. But what else?
About 4.00pm. the word goes round to join
one of three meetings. I go to ‘Tripods’
because I’m tall, but this hasn’t left time for
our affinity group to discuss participation,
since we haven’t been told what’s going on. If
you've experienced RTS you’ll understand
the need for secrecy, but there was still a sad
lack of communication. Some anarchists call
for a mass meeting and this 1s reluctantly
convened. Organisers eloquently inform us of
the complexity of the planned events and the
security imperative (it’s taken for granted the
police are among us). They complain that the
mass meeting could have blown the action
(but that’s nonsense, for nothing new was said
there about arrangements which hadn’t
already flown around about the three
meetings. These meetings would have blown
any cover). It was agreed that communication
was the problem, that we could trust the
organisation and experience of RTS and
operate on a need to know basis. Three groups
of mutually confident activists would now
meet to plan aspects of tomorrow’s operation
and report back to another mass meeting later.

At this we are not told much that 1s concrete.
The aim will be to disrupt the operation of the
dock and cause economic loss. News comes
that the tugboat men are out in solidarity.
Legal 1ssues are discussed. Everyone gets an
early night.

In retrospect, there would have been plenty
of time then to discuss tactics such as
non-violence,; approaches to and retreat from
the docks; facing up to police intimidation and

— NOW AVAILABLE FROM FREEDOM PRESS —

A Weekend Photographer’s Notebook

Vernon Richards

170 photographs 110 A4 pages ISBN 0900384 875 £6.95 post free inland (add 15% overseas)

Vernon Richards makes no claim
to break new ground but his
humane eye allows important
qualities to shine through his
photographs. Their straightforward
honesty and compassion vividly
reveal the great interest in, and
friendship towards, his fellow men
and the world about us. This
weekend ‘button-presser’ shows us
just how much can be achieved by
an energetic enthusiast whose
simple equipment would be
considered laughable by today’s
gadget-laden photographers, both
amateur and professional.

what to expect. Affinity groups should have
been formed and those groups should have
discussed their intentions. All this probably
did happen one way or another, but randomly.
There is obviously a lot of experience out there
but the need to share and reflect on
possibilities is vital — too much was left to
chance.

Monday 30th September
05.00 hours: Reveille. A quick breakfast and

people make their way by various means to
Seaforth Docks. About 150 of us reduce a train
to common property. Arriving within sight of
the docks we are spurred on by the sight of

activists atop the roof of the container base’s

management building, flags flying (red and
black struck through by green lightning). We
race the police to the ten-foot high spiked
perimeter fence. I get pulled from the top of
the fence, arrested and handcuffed, hands
behind back. The Operational Support
Division (OSD) are abusive. They inform me
we’re in for it today. I spend the next eleven
and a half hours in Crosby nick, so the next bit
is gleaned from comrades. Our column moves
around the perimeter pursued by police.<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>