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 ò_NAóiÄÈNALS AND its RELAHON
i0 CULTUREò

By RUDQLF ROCKER
,. -

1- I

"IqIÁ.

liiis proiounci vvork wili revolutionize the intellec-
tual woricl oi thought by showing that the heretofore

rue-titans as to the unoleriying causes oi Social
Phenomena are only ,.; elially true and thereiore, m-
adeauate to expiain how social changes are atiectecl.

"3 w ñEh

Many 1355'ñ-@&"ióñ thinkers have sotaght to iormulate a
ñóPi~iÄE@5,@pEw Q{T gmgisgggryii which vvoulol enable us to
<Eiý'iÃiiñ-=,_!Z@ explain, as well as predict social and hus-
torieai events, Bucisle, lrlegel, Marx and Spengler are
E .ó among the great thinlters who have con-

;i this gzteat taslt, but Rocker with his pro-
i underssiancliing and in his illuminating style showó/s

why the ñhlecgeiian Dialeeticsñ, "Marx's Economic
Qeiierrninisrn" and "The Spenglerian Philosophy oi
[I*esi"inyñ' have tailed.

1-=-ýn,==:uGñt5' I37-5 3ófin" Q.Ã31

{D r5'::\"1

ln iiS veritable encyclopedia oi knowledge, we see
ii, are us, in a living procession, the great cultures oi
a _ M \=-Q lite 'i"hotights and ideals oi the Ancient Egyp-
tians, o=ahylcènians, Qiireeks and iiornans become acces-
sible iii the same ciarity and understanding as
the iouoghts and ideais oi our contemporaries. No
Em, ñ I , 1 n regardless oi his school oi thought,
mm aiior*ti eading this great work.
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ñWatittonalisrn and lts Relation to Culture" will be pub-
lished in tvvo volumes and sold at $7.59 tor. both
v*oiarnes, óWe oiier You this great work at a prnce oi

it yeti susscaiss in aevancs.
iihiis monurnenôral work will soon be oii the press. We
urge you to send your subscriptions now---in advance.
B3,! so doing, you will help our committee complete
the worit and you will save $2.50.

eeð4@ww-%
SUi;ôiSQR,lBE TQDAY.

Subscriptions can be mailed to the following committees:
- : ó L.iLi'(' ND B, YELENSKY C. V. COOK

ADElmQ2-llÄiiiói":(3\iirl-enueu 3332 E-3ôotoi*nac Ave. I038 S. Alvarado St.
New Yorlt New York Chicago, Illinois L05 Aýgeleýi Calli-
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THE INDIVIDUAL, SOCIETY AND THE STATE
. By

EMMA GOLDMAN

The minds of men are in confusion, for the very
foundations of our civilization seem to be tottering.
People are losing faith in the existing institutions, and
the more intelligent realize that capitalist inclustrialism is
defeating the very purpose it is supposed to serve. -

The world is at a loss for a way out. Parliamentarism
and democracy are on the decline. Salvation is being
sought in Fascism and other forms of ñstrongò govern-
ment.

The struggle of opposing ideas now going on in the
world involves social problems urgently demanding a
solution The welfare of the individual and the fate of
human society depend on the right answer to those ques-
tions The crisis, unemployment, war, disa1"mament,{ in-
ternation-a_l g-relations, etc., are among those problems.

__The State, government with itsxfunctions and; powers,
is now the subject of vital interest to every thinking man.
'_Polit_ical developments in all civilizecl,cou_ntri_es , have
brought the questions home, Shall we have a strong
government? Are democracy and parliamentary govern-
ment toó be preferred, or is Fascism of one kindñ or
another, dictatorship---monarchical, bourgeois or pro-
letarlan -ð-- the solution of the ills and difficulties that
beset society today? -ò

g In other words, sh-all we cure the evils of democracy
by more democracy, or shall we cut the Gordian knot
of popular government with the sword of dictatorship?

My answer is neither the one nor the other. I am
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against dictatorship and Fascism as I am oPPÁ3ed 17Á
parliamentary regimes and so-called political democracy.

Nazism has been justly called an attack on civiliza-
tion. This characterization applies with equal force to
every form of dictatorship; indeed, to every kind. of
suppression and coercive authority. For what is civ1l1za-
tion in the true sense? All progress has been essentially
an enlargement of the liberties of the individual with a
corresponding decrease of the authority wielded over him
by external forces. This holds goods in the realm ñP11?ò-
ical as well as of political and economic existence. In the
physical world man has progress-ed to the extent 1n Wl'1lCl'l
he has subdued the forces of nature and made them use-
ful to himself. Primitive man made av step on the road
to progress when he ý1'St pI'Qd.l.ICCd. ýrý and thus U1-

umphed over darkness, when he chained the wind or
harnessed water.

What role did authority or government play in
human endeavor for betterment, in invention and dis-
covery? None whatever, or at least none that was
helpful. lt has always been the individual that has
accomplished every miracle in that sphere. 11811311?ô in
spite of the prohibition, persecution and interference by
authority, human and divine.

Similarly, in the political sphere, the I08-d 05 P1931ò635
lay in getting away more and more from the authority
of the tribal chief or of the clan, of prince and king, of
government. of the State. Economicallyó. progress has
meant greater well-being of ever larger numbers. Cultur-
ally it has signiýed the result of all the other achieve-
ments--- greater independence, political, mental and
psychic,

Regarded from this angle, the problems of mall 3
relation to the State assumes an entirely. difterent signif-
icance. lt is no more a question of whether dictatorshlp
is preferable to democracy, or Italian Fascism superior
to Hitlerisrrr A larger and far more vital question poses
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itself: ls political goverment, is the State beneýcial to
mankind, and-"how does it afiect the individual in the
social scheme of things?

The individual is the true reality in life. A cosmos
in himself. he does not exist for the State, nor for that
abstraction called ñsociety,ò or the "nation," which is
only a collection of individuals. Man, the individual, has
always been and, necessarily is the sole source and motive
power of evolution and progress. Civilization has been
a continuous struggle of the individual or of groups of
individuals against the State and even against "society,"
that is, against the majority subdued and hypnotized
by the State and State worship. Man's greatest battles
have been waged against man-made obstacles and arti-
ýcial handicaps imposed upon him to paralyze his growth
and development. Human thought has always been falsi-
ýed by tradition and custom, and perverted false educa-
tion in the interests of those who held power and enjoyed
privileges. In other words, by the State and the ruling
classes. This constant incessant conþict has been the his-
tory of mankind.

Individuality may be described as the consciousness
of the individual as to what he is and how he lives. It is
inherent in every human being and is a thing of" growth.
The State and social institutions come and go, but individ-
uality remains and persists. The very essence of individ-
uality is expression; the sense of dignity and independence
is the soil wherein it thrives. Individuality is not the imper-
sonal and mechanistic thing that the State treats as an
"individual". The individual is not merely the result of
heredity and environment, of cause and effect. He is
that and a great deal more, a great deal else. The living
man cannot be deýned; he is the fountain-head of all life
and all values; he is not a part of this or of that; he is a
whole, an individual whole, at growing, changing, yet
always constant whole.

Individuality is not to be confused with the various
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ideas and. concepts -of inclividualism-; much less -with
that -ñrugged individualism" which is only a rna.sked_at-
tempt to repress and defeat the individual and his in~
dividuality, So-called Individualism is the social and
economic laissez faire: the exploitation of the masses by
the classes by means of legal trickery, spiritual debase~
ment and systematic indoctrination of the servile spirit,
which process is known as ñeducation.ò That corrupt
and perverse "individualism" is the strait-jacket of
individuality. It has converted life into a degrading race
for externals, for possession, for social prestige and
supremacy. lts highest wisdom is ñthe devil take the

hindmost."

This ñrugged individualismñ h.as inevitably resulted
in the greatest modern slavery, the crassest class dis-
tinctions, driving millions to the breadline. ñRugged

individualism" has meant all the "individualism" for
the masters, while the people are regimented into a slave
caste to serve a handful of self-seeking "superman."
America is perhaps the best representative of this kind
of individualism, in whose name political tyranny and
social oppression are defended and held up as virtues;
while every aspiration and attempt of man to gain free-
dom and social opportunity to live is denounced as ó_óun~

American" and evil in thename of that same indi~
vidualism.

There was a time when the State was unknown.
In his natural condition man existed without any State
or organized government. People lived as families in
small communities; They tilled the soil and practiced the
arts and crafts, The individual, and later the family,
was the unit of social life where each was free and the

equal of his neighbor. Human society then was not a
State but an association; a voluntary association for
mutual protection and beneýt. The elders and more
experienced members were the guides and advisers of
the people. They helped -to manage the affairs of life.
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not to rule and dominate the individual.
Political government and the State were a much later

development, growing out of the desire of the stronger
to take advantage of the weaker, of the few against the

many. The State, ecclesiasticaó and secular, served to give
an appearance of legality and right to the wrong done
by the few to the many. That appearance of right was
necessary the easier to rule the people, because no gov-
ernment can exist without the con-sent of the people,
consent open, tacit or assumed. Constitutionalism and
democracy are the modern forms of that alleged consent;
the consent being inoculated and indoctrinated by what
is called "education," at home, in the church, and in
every other phase of life,

r That consent is the belief in authority, in the neces-
sity for it. At its base is the doctrine that man is evil,
vicious, and too incompetent to know what is good for
him. On this all government and oppression is built.
God and the State exist and are supported by this
dogma.

Yet the State is nothing but a name. It is an ab-
straction, Like other similar conceptions -ð nation, race,
humanity ð it has no organic reality. To call the State
an organism shows a diseased tendency to make a fetish
of words.

The State is a term for the legislative and admin-
istrative machinery whereby certain business of the peo-
ple is transacted, and badly so. There is nothing sacred,
holy or mysterious about it. The State has no more con-
science or moral mission than a commercial company
for working a coal mine or running a railroad.

S The State has no more existence than gods and
devils have_ They are equally the reflex and creation of
man, for man, the individual, is the only reality. The
State is but the shadow of man, the shadow of his
opaqueness of his ignorance and fear.
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