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It’s been an old cliche, Across the Atlantic, the
that any trend doing the 
rounds in the US will 
soon be hitting the shops 
in Britain and Europe.

But that's not all that gets 
borrowed from the Americans.

The way the U.S. ruling 
class control America has 
given more than afew pointers 
to our ruling class, in their 
economic and social policies.

NIGHTMARE
Grey-faced John Major’s 

verbal diarrhoea about US 
style Work-fare scheme for 
Britain’s 'idle masses’ 
highlights one of our worst 
nightmares - going down the 
road of capitalist America.

Now, we’re not knocking 
the Yanks as a people, but 
their country is the richest and 
most class divided nation on 
the planet. Dynasty lifestyles 
neighbour soup kitchens and 
cardboard box cities. Sounds 
like London, doesn’t it?

The British government 
has been influenced by the 
US's attempt to solve the 
crisis of capitalism and batter 
the working class at the same 
time. The New Right coming 
to power in the US 
(Reagonomics) and in Britain 
(Thatcherism), consolidated 
this.

Despite all their talk of 
"rolling back the state”, they 
have in fact built a slimmer 
but more authoritarian state. 
Less services and more 
social control.

CONTROL
Killing two birds with the 

same stone, the New Right 
pushed forward the selling of 
state services (allowing big 
business to venture into new 
markets, and profits) while 
the state's responsibility to 
run services is reduced.

It can now concentrate on 
the institutions of social 
control; a stronger police 
force, more prisons and a 
bureaucratic and draconian 
welfare system.

reconstruction is more 
advanced, with a low-paid 
pliable workforce: - ‘do what 
your told or piss off.

Back home there has 
been a Workfare scheme in 
effect for 16-18 year olds - 
Youth Training, with little 
opposition because the 
opinions of working class 16- 
18 year olds are worth jack 
shit.

Workfare will bring a whole 
new layer of low paid jobs, 
affecting the whole labour 
market by bringing down 
wages. The unemployed or 
scheme workers, are and will 
continueto be socially isolated 
(through bad press), and 
scapegoated for bringing 
down the rates of pay. 
Blaming the victim not the 
perpetrator.

SMUG BASTARDS
The smug Tory bastards 

are all too keen to play the 
other side of the coin, blaming 
the workers themselves for 
high unemployment. 'Pricing 
themselves out of the 
market' is their excuse, 
not ours!

They make out that 
potential allies in our class 
are the causes of all your 
problems. DIVIDED, 
FOOLED, AND RULED - is 
often the only defence the 
ruling class can rely upon. It 
works and it hurts.

But don’t blame the 
Americans; ifs the blind logic 
of capitalism and the state. 
Staggering on, trying to find a 
way for the class system to 
adapt and survive and create 
more wealth for the powerful.

In the US the New Right 
faltered, electorally, with 
Bush’s defeat. The Clinton 
administration will be more 
practical and image
conscious.

The Tories have been on 
the rocks for some time now, 
but don’t be lulled into the 
illusion that they’ll keel over 
and die. They are ploughing 

on with their right
wing agenda 
(privatisation and 
nasty pieces of 
state legislation) .

The captain’s 
changed, but the 
Tory ship is still on 
course despite 
some severe 
Maastricht-like 
political storms.

ONLY
OPPOSITION

Labour has 
long been an 
albatross around 
the working class 
neck.

The only real 
opposition to the 
Tories is the 

The added bonus to them 
of using the sell-offs to fund 
tax cuts to gain electoral 
support has happened both 
sides of the Atlantic. In the 
US, elections can be won or 
lost on tax policies. When 
you realise that less than 50% 
vote in elections, you get an 
idea who benefits.

WORKFARE IS
WARFARE

Mass unemployment and 
the workfare scheme have 
been engineered to 
reconstruct the labour market, 
the way the bosses want it.

working class. We don’t have 
to win elections or even relieve 
our ‘radical’consciences, what 
we have to do is basically 
survive.. with, nothing more to 
lose.

Opposition must be direct 
and brutal...fighting fire with 
fire. The Poll Tax was 
sabotaged by conscious 
opposition and self
organisation. The struggle 
continues...we need new 
spanners to throw into the 
Tory works. And we'll find 
them.

CLASS WAR - JUST 
DO IT.

*

At a recent court case of 
people arrested while 
trying to rid our streets 
of nazi scum, the police 
covered themselves in 
glory yet again.

As usual, their so-called 
‘evidence’ gained during the 
mobilisation against the 
fascist band, Skrewdriver, last 
Septem ber (otherwise known 
as the Battle of Waterloo), 
was invented. But this time, 
they excelled themselves; 
their spelling mistakes were 
identical!

When it was put to two 
cops that it was slightly odd 
that both had managed to 
misspell all the same words, 
the bum bling fools completely 
denied it!

The defending solicitor 
called it “astonishing”. The 
cops called it sheer coin
cidence and sod all to do with 
them making up evidence in 
the police canteen. If anyone 
believes that they probably

think the cops are 
there to protect us 
all as we sleep in 
our beds at night.

The coppers 
were so daft that 
even the eyes of 
the law had no 
choice but to 
throwthe case out 
as a result of a 
foolish fit-up. 
Even the prose
cutor didn’t complain, what 
could he say? “Well, your 
honour, I must put it to you 
that both of these police 
officers are equally thick!’’

This was another success 
from Waterloo - many of the 
anti-fascist defendants have 
been acquitted and no one is 
facing serious charges - and 
a good thing too. After all, the 
beating of neo-nazis gath
ering at Waterloo Station on 
their way to a fascist gig 
deserves medals, not 
punishment.

A Blood and Honour 
spokesman, who had earlier 
been offering the media 
interviews saying; "you'll be 
able to spot us, they'll be 1,000 
of us there", was whining 
afterwards to the Guardian 
about how everybody hates 
them and "what about our 
freedom of speech."

The fight against these 
swastika shitheads has to be 
both political and physical - 
they must never even think 
they can control or dominate 
our streets. That’s why 
Waterloo was a major defeat 
for them and one that turned 
the slogan “they shall not 
pass” into a reality.

FOR MORE NEWS OF 
FIGHTBACK AGAINST 
NAZI SCUM READ 
‘FIGHTING TALK' - THE 
MAGAZINE OF ANTI
FASCIST ACTION FROM;

BM BOX 1734
LONDON

WC1N 3XX

The Battle of
Waterloo took place 
when Skcewd river's 
nazi organisation 
'Blood and Honour' 
tried to organise a 
London gig. The 
last time they tried 
was in 1989 with the 
so-called 'Main 
Event'. They were 
beaten off the 
streets on that

occasion, and ran off to 
Germany to lick their wounds.

With the rise of fascism 
there they obviously thought 
it was time to crawl out from 
under what ever stone they 
had been hiding beneath, and 
hold a nationally advertised 
gig, with its meeting point as 
Waterloo station.

Due to Anti-Fascist Action 
mobilising for it the nazi's were 
beaten and chased off the 
streets. Up to fifty bonehead, 
beer-bellied bully boys were 
hurt, some seriously.

jar

ACTION! -Greek anarchists launch a surprise attack on riot cops 
after a demonstra
tion in Athens in 
early February. <

democracy?
FIGURES JUST released 
show that almost 20% of 
people eligible to vote aren't 
on the electoral role. This rises 
to 25% of those who would 
now be first time voters.

These figures, which only 
cover those eligible to vote in 
the first place, when they are 
added to the m il I ions who cant 
vote (to old or young etc), 
mean that the majority of 
people in Britain now either 
dont want to, or cant vote in 
elections for our 'leaders'.

As we rapidly become a 
one party Tory state more and 
more people are seeing 
through the lies and myths of 
so-called 'democracy' and are 
refusing to have anything to 
do with the whole electoral 
farce which means that 
whoever you vote for the 
government gets in.
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As the left in Britain and 
elsewhere cry into their 
beer over the failure of 
their plans, we in Class 
War think it's about time 
to throw their methods 
into the dustbin <5f history 
and return to the basics. 
We argue here for the 
recreation of an independ
ent revolutionary move
ment within the working 
class inspired by the best 
traditions of unity and 
solidarity. This is our 
unfinished business.

He was never forgiven for 
standing up to the ruling class 
witch and retired as the first 
FA secretary not to be given
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an ambush. He got his when 
sat down eating dinner!

Lilly-livered Lilley was just 
tucking into his posh grub 
when in burst a dozen people 
who lost no time in pelting him 
with the eggs and orange 
juice.

Lilley who was there to 
speak to Tory students was 
unfortunately unharmed by 
the attack, and was reportedly 
"just a little shaken".

What a shame! Still, better 
luck next time.
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a knighthood.
Just shows that you’ve got 

to suck up to the ruling class 
dross if you want to get 
anywhere on their foul class 
system. Now, we don’t 
recommend sucking toes or 
whatever you’ve got to do - 
the easiest option is to destroy 
the system and avoid cheesey 
big toes in yer gob!

the
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Ted Croker, who died 
on xmas day , was the 
Football Association 
Secretary during one of 
the upswings in "football 
hooliganism" - including 
pitched battles against 
the cops.

Perhaps his finest 
moment came when 
summoned to see Thatcher 
to answer for the the 
continuing presence of the

9 9 9 • 9

• • 9 9 9 <• • 9 • • 
•••'J

NOIV AVAflABtf FROM CHF 
MERCHANDISE, PO BOX 

772, BRISTOL, BS99 I EG. 
£3.50 INC. P&P. 

CHEQUES/PO's PAYABLE 
TO "CLASS WAR".
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hooligan element at matches. 
On being told that they were 
“your football hooligans", and 
although Ted was no class 
fighter, he stood up to the hag 
and said they were “Not our 
hooligans, Prime Minister, 
but yours, the products of 
your society”.

WITCH

On February 3 this year, 
at a posh dinner for the 
political ‘elite’, at the 
Carlton Club old Johnny 
Major put his foot in it yet 
again.

For the last few months 
the government and their 
lackey advisers have been 
scheming up a slave labour 
programme for people on 
income support and 
unemployment benefit, based 
on the American ‘Work Fare’ 
scheme. Without prior 
warning, grisly grey John 
announced plans were likely 
to go ahead.

BLURTED
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COP SHOP
ATTACKED

I n early February the small 
town of Nailsea, Avon, had a 
mini-riot when forty youths 
attacked the cop station after 
one of their mates was nicked 
for swearing at a party! They 
pelted the cops with anything 
that was handy, and it took 
sixty police to calm it down.

This was just one of many 
mass attacks on the cops that 
are going on DAILY around 
the country. Don’t expect to 
see or hear about them 
because it's now official policy 
NOT to report, ortoeven deny 
them because they're afraid 
of 'copycat' attacks.

As if we would!!!

UNFINISHED BUSINESS COSTS £4.50 IN THE SHOPS. TAKE 
OUT A TURBO SUB AND GET A FREE COPY! SEE PAGE 16.
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The ever popular Tory 
minister for social security, 
Peter Lilley, got more than he 
bargained for when he paid a 
visit to the London School of 
Economics.

Lilley, whose job it will be 
to decide which benefits are 
to get the chop to m ake up for 
the Tories being in the 
financial shit, got clobbered 
with eggs and orange juice!

All this didn't happen on 
his way intothe building, which 
is the traditional method for
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS
fflf POIITICS Of CUSS Wit

Following up in true 
"avoidance of the question" 
politician style, Unem
ployment minister, Gillian 
Shepard, refused to say 
whether unemployed people 
would be “forced into jobs 
they didn’t want”.

She did however blurt 
that there are plans, at a cost 
of £16 BILLION, to set up 
schemes for 1 and a half 
million unemployed

Looks like

"Statement of political 
intent from Britain's only 
credible revolutionar
ies... relevant, thought
provoking, often amus
ing.. " THE FACE.

worn 
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WHAT THEY SAID...

"...reveals a thoroughly 
reactionary disdain for 
the whole theoretical and 
practical struggle... to 
build a mass party capa
ble of smashing the state 
and overthrowing the 
capitalist system." THE 
WORKERS REVOLU
TIONARY PARTY.
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agery. Meanwhile, the Tories’ g 
‘caring face’ on the matter R 
was best summed up by Lord I 
Norman Tebbitt (the Ching- | 
ford Skinhead of ‘on yer bike ’ g 
fame) who replied to ques- J 
tions on the subject in a I 
national radio interview: |

“If a worker gets £4.20 |
and hour and the scheme 1 
allows a claimant to do the I 
same job for £2, then the | 
worker has to be more j 
competitive”. J

What Norm the Gorm ■ 
means is “screw all of you in | 
work, you’ll havetotake a pay g 
cut to subsidise our cock ups”.

HELL TO PAY ■
Well, while these rid- I 

iculous plans are still in the- | 
embryo stage, we suggest 
that the political parties take 
heed. If it goes ahead then we 
must make it hell forthem.

Why should we take 
another cut in our already 
tight living standards, while 
the bastards sit back and reap 
the profits?

We can respond to what 
they’re planning for us by 
being more imaginative in 
making ends meet.

Quite simply, that means 
more shoplifting, more ram
raiding, more burglaries. ALL 
of which must happen in rich, 
plush areas and chain shops, 
NOT in working class 
communities.

If they start it, it's upto 
us to finish It.

Workfare is an offence to 
the whole working class, 
employed or on the dole. 
Those who propose it are 
offensive. And those who 
naively believe they'll get 
away with it... have the most 
to lose. Know what we mean!
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to
unemployment benefit, we’ll 
have to work for it. Now if that 
isn’t offensive enough, the 
cluelessTories imaginingthat 
we’ll put up with working for 
£40 or less a week, has some 
serious repercussions for our

Along with ET, YT, 
Employment Action and the 
savage attacks on single 
Mums rights (losing their 
benefits if they don’t grass up 
the father of their child 
whether or not he’s violent or 
dangerous), this ‘workfare' 
scheme is another huge insult 
tothe3-4 million unemployed.

But that's not all. Quite 
simply, if jobs are offered out 
at cut-price, slavetrade rates, 
that work will be taken from 
those already doing it. Yet 
again, it's us who'll end up on 
the scrap heap, fighting 
amongst ourselves for a 
pittance of pay, while the 
bosses get their work done 
on the cheap.

FESTERING
If the Tories think this will 

carry them and their festering 
economy out of the deepest 
recession for years, they've 
got another thing coming!

The results, if we take this 
lying down, are easy to 
imagine. Forcing the em
ployed and unemployed alike 
into hugely reduced incomes, 
we'll all suffer because of their 
stupid,short-sighted sav-

• • * •

government either aren’t sure 
what they’re up to or are 
bullshitting us with conflicting 
bits of nonsense. Or more 
likely, both.

OFFENSIVE
BASTARDS

Basically, the idea is that 
get income support/
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The New year saw the 
start of a so-called ‘price 
war’ between super
market chains.

Sainsburys claimed to 
have discounted 1000’s of 
products in a mass publicity 
splash. The other chains 
rushed out their own 
discounts, and everyone 
claimed they had the lowest 
prices and rubbished their 
rivals.

Despite clear evidence 
that many discounts weren’t 
quite what they claimed to be, 
the media announced it was a 
shoppers paradise.

GIVE AWAYS?
With many stores 

seemingly offering ever 
greater price cuts, shoppers 
may ask the question - how 
can they afford to do it? Well 
one things for sure, they’re 
not giving the stuff away.

In reality stores will carry 
a loss on some lines, as by 
having seduced you into the 
store they know they’ll make 
more money on all non
discounted goods we need to 
buy.

Some stores will In fact 
make a loss over a short 
period, becausethey’vemade 
so much profit in the past they

can do this. Another way of 
sustaining low prices for a 
while is by cutting back on 
wages and worsening work 
conditions for staff; and of 
course cutting staff numbers.

FAST BUCK
And if the stores can keep 

these discounts for weeks on 
end, in this recession, it begs 
the question, why did it cost 
so much In the first place?

One chain-store who 
received a fair bit of publicity 
was Kwik Save. Friend to the

low-income shopper... Give 
us a break!. They say they 
serve the public by cutting out 
the thrills and selling the goods 
as cheap as possible. Not 
nearly as cheap as it could 
be!

In 1991 Kwik Save made 
over £100 million profit. Fair 
bit of a mark up. It makes you 
wonder what the real cost of 
food is, if they can run cheap 
products but still make a 
packet.

Kwik Save found a niche 

in the market and cashed in 
on it. That market is us. Their 
stores are concentrated in 
poorer working class areas, 
where Sainsburys and Marks 
and Spencers will not open 
stores, because there is no 
market for their more up
market goods.

BACK TO BASICS
Shoppers on the dole or 

on low incomes, spend nearly 
all their income on the basics 
and need to have cheap 
goods. So don’t be fooled by 
the shopper-friendly image of 
stores like Kwik Save, they’ll 
sell cheap, but at a profit.

Next they’ll be giving us 
food stamps, like in America, 
to pop down to your friendly 
local lower-income super
market for some shoddy 
goods at prices which could 
be lower, and where the staff 
have forgotten what a decent 
wage is.

JUST DO IT
If you really wish to 

improve your standard of 
living, and get the bargains 
worth leaving the house for, 
we can only suggest you 
get a large coat or go late 
night shopping -

AFTER THE STORE 
HAS CLOSEDI

So goodbye George 
Bush, you murdering 
capitalist bastard.

And hello, Bill Clinton, the 
first rock ‘n’ roll president of 
the USA, hailed as the new 
JFK, the dawning of a new 
age.

SENSELESS
In Britain, the Labour Party 

has worked itself senseless 
over Clinton, claiming he has 
shown the way for social 
democrats to regain power. 
We say that Republican/ 
Democrat orTory/Labour are 
two sides of the same 
capitalist coin - and just as 
hopeless and useless to us 
as each other.

Clinton’ first act as 
President was to support 

Iraq. No doubt his promise to 
slash military spending has 
already been forgotten - if the 
state of the El Rashid Hotel in 
Baghdad is anything to go by 
- indeed, the renewed 
aggression by Bush as he left 
office, against Saddam has 
less to do with defending ‘no- 
fly zones’ in the North and 
South or Iraq, and a lot more 
to do with defending his own 
mates in the US military 
industrial complex, against 
Clinton’s promises. He 
probably needn’t have 
bothered.

UTURN
Clinton has already done 

a U-turn over Haiti and the 
boat refugees who seek to 
escape a cruel life of poverty 
and military torture. His health 

care reforms are on the back 
burner. His economic reforms 
(create jobs and slash the 
budget deficit) are under 
review because no one told 
him it was $3 TRILLION!

He’s made a few token 
appointments of women and 
Blacks to his ’cabinet’, but 
these individuals are unlikely 
to identify or even try to aid 
the US working class.

DRONING GITS
Clinton and his team of 

yuppie advisers drone on 
about ‘the people’ getting back 
their power, but it’s hard to 
see them supporting the LA 
rioters against the racist cops 
and judiciary.

Let’s face it, the US is 
financially up shit creek. Its 
ruling class of which Clinton 
is a part, will only stay in control 
(and keep getting richer) by 
using the same old tactics as 
before: imperialism abroad, 
and by squeezing their own 
working class at home.

There may be a few 
cosmetic changes but 
anything he gives away with 
one hand will be taken back 
twice with the other, when he 
feels the pinch.

After all, how can we 
trust a man who went to 
Oxford University and 
doesn’t even know how to 
Inhale when he smokes 
dope?

Recently workers at the 
Hoover plant in Cam
buslang, Glasgow were 
given an ultimatum of 
face closure or accept 
new work practices 
imposed by their 
bosses.

Under closer scrutiny 
workers faced a false choice 
which could become guide 
lines for future attacks on 
our class.

LILLY LIVERED
The acceptance of the 

deal offered and endorsed 
by union leader Jimmy Airlie, 
is the most 
blatant 
example of 
the lilly- 
livered, weak 
representation 
of workers 
interests; not 
surprising 
from the type 
of union bur
eaucrat who 
leeches on 
the workforce.

It’s the 
acceptance of a deal which 
includes;
• wage cuts (of over £50 
for some workers),
• the withdrawal of sick 
pay.
• monitors in the work 
place which will spy on 
workers’ productivity,
• keeping militancy 
down by keeping workers 
competing for jobs from 
outside tenders,
• removal of four shop 
stewards posts,

that shows the union 
bosses attitude: to defend 
their own positions, but 
those on the lower rung of 
the union can expect 
nothing.

With union leader like 
this, who needs bosses!

NO DEAL
But Hoover have 

presented the deal as a 
choice, meaning an ultim
atum; refuse the deal or 
face mass redundancies, or, 
accept It and another Hoover 
Plant in Dijon, France closes 
with a loss of600jobs. Some 

choice! Some deal!
This is the typical tactic 

of divide up a workforce, so 
that they com pete with each 
other out of fear for their 
survival, instead of mounting 
an attack on the deal.

STITCHED UP
They take the piss when 

splashed across the 
newspapers and on the T. V. 
they boost their sales by a; 
“Two free flights offer if 
you spend more than 
£100” marketing campaign.

The union, so eager to 
please the bosses with nice 
industrial relations failed to 

use the 
opportunity to 
sabotage the 
campaign, if 
the bosses 
imposed this 
stitch-up deal. 

Such opp- 
ort u n it i es 
rarely crop up 
where the 
workers could 
have the com
pany by the 
balls. To 

waste it was criminal.
Most union leaders, 

these days seem to want 
the quiet life, with cosy chats 
with the management, and 
God forbid no industrial 
conflict. Well get this straight 
bosses and workers will 
always be in conflict. 
PERIOD.

SCABS
Those who meekly 

accepted this deal in the 
hope that it would mean the 
company would stay loyal to 
the workers, would do well 
to learn the lessons of those 
workers at Ravenscraig 
Steelworks and the Nott
ingham scab miners of the 
U.D.M.

The bosses have loyalty 
only to the profit margin, the 
company and their class.

We owe no loyalty 
towards them or towards a 
union leadership who is 
unwilling or unable to do its 
job; they should be de
fending workers interests, 
not the bosses profits.

the

challenge.
Pepsi’s idea to use "Michael Jackson through
the ages" in an advert for their product fell as 
flat as a three-day old glass of coke.

After putting film of young and old Mikey side by side, 
the company realised that linking the real story of his life 
to Pepsi suggested that a bottle a day turned swiggers 
into fully paid up UFO spotters.

Footage of Jackson as a child showed him to be just 
■too1 black to match current appearance, adding fuel to 
the rumour that at fifteen, Michael had been abducted by 
aliens, remodelled, drained of all colour and returned to 
earth to search for his missing left glove.

RAVING MAD?
To play down his nothing-short-of-miraculous 

transformation, Pepsi decided to find a 'look-a-like' black 
child and to film the kid miming ‘Til Be There’. Sure 
enough, they couldn’t find one 'white enough' to pass for 
Michael.

Jackson solved th’ dilemma by demanding that a 
white boy get the part - the chosen child was given an afro 
wig and painted beige!

pepsi W
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• What do you think 
about crime? Write 
and tell us, and keep 
an eye out for our 
crime special inClass 
War 59.
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kidnapping or smashing up 
their own possessions has.

Yet it’s no good just feeling 
proud and moral to be against 
these people and their actions 
- our class has to fight the 
system that forces people into 
such behaviour.

And that means we must

take on the government and 
bosses to get what we need 
rather than what they want 
to impose on us.

To do so means we m ust 
be strong and united. Tobe 
so we need to get rid of anti
social crime; we need to 
strengthen our communities 
againstthe attacks of police, 
government and recession. 
The real enemy are the

’ •

• ,

7*. 
•, 
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•7

The scab Union of 
Democratic Mineworkers, 
under its ex-boss Roy Link 
wrote to Tory energy minister 
Tim Eggar to advise him on 
how to smash the pit unions, 
and get longer working hours 
out of miners.

He wrote to say that a 
privatised coal industry 
should be split in two. With 
the UDM in charge of one 
section. He also advised on 
how to destroy Nacods (the 
pit supervisors' union), and 
that all miners should have 
new contracts, with longer 
hours and no industrial 
tribunals!

It would be nice to say 
what a surprise this leaked 
letter must come as, butthat 
would be telling huge 
porkies. The leadership of 
the UDM has had it's tongue 
firmly stuck up the Tories 
arse since the strike of '84- 
'85, and even with it's recent 
change in boss, things don't 
look any different.

Thanks to Coal not Dole for 
the info.

friends, who live in the 
threatened communities, as 
well astherestoftheworking 
class who are facing the 
biggest devastation from the 
bosses recession. There lies 
the real basis of coalition 
and support.

Real allies of the miners 
should get stuck in on those 
principles. If you wish to get 
involved in the Network 
contact the address below:-

National Miners’
Support Network

219 Mare St 
London, E8.

Tel: 081-9851905.

But behind the Tory 
media's headlines screaming 
for "all criminals to be hung, 
drawn and quartered" (unless 
of course they're MP's or rich 
City stockbrokers). Is the fact 
that the rising crime rate is a 
product of Tory Britain, a 
Frankenstein's monster that 
is now running out of their 
control.

In the late seventies and 
early eighties advertising 
companies started promoting 
not only products, but 
'lifestyles'. These 'lifestyles' 
were that of the young, rich 
successful business people, 
the Yuppies.

Gradually what's happen
ed is that people are now
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Anti-social crime (when 
you thieve off your own) 
is a serious problem for 
many working class 
people.

It’s nojoke being mugged, 
having your place turned over 
or your car nicked. And if 
you're old, on the dole or have 
got sod all anyway, having 
what little you've got nicked 
from you is doubly gutting.

Peoplewhodothiskindof 
anti-social activity are idiots 
and should betreated as such. 
We have no time for those 
who terrorise their own 
community, their own class.
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workers in the same position, 
ie. the public sector facing 
cuts, could prove to be an 
effective force. Though if the 
opportunity to build links with 
the private sector arises all 
the better.

Miners and other workers 
do not have to be led into 
effective action. The day-to- 
day struggle against the 
bosses (private or public) 
means they are quite aware 
of their strengths and 
weaknesses, and their 
possible options.

Support is needed, but 
support to empower workers,
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ENCORE!
TV actor Richard Wilson, 

the grumpy one in "One foot 
in the Grave”, had a few less 
than flattering words to say 
about the Tory cabinet and 
other such scum, when he 
spoke recently at a Miners 
rally:

“A bunch of uncaring, 
callous, inhuman, untrust
worthy bloody bastards". 
Were his exact words.

We think you covered it 
all there Richard, and with 
more of this we should put 
more than one foot in the 
grave and bury the whole lot 
of them.
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Victim: Mrs Jones, 91, In her hospital bed at Swindon
bastards on top who control 
our society, not each other - 
rob the rich - not the poor.
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The crisis over the pits 
has prompted the setting 
up of the National Miners 
Support Network during 
October last year.

The network, set up by 
some Labour MP’s, the NUM 
and Women Against Pit 
Closures to provide inform
ation and practical support 
against the pit closures. This 
sort of organised public 
support is vital these days 
given that many defeats of 
strikes have occurred in 
isolation from wider support.

But what support miners 
get is crucial. There is now an 
established anti-pit closure 
movement since the Tories 
agenda was unveiled, of 
which the network will play a 
central role.

But we cannot be under 
the illusion that this movement 
is underthecontrol of working 
class activists. The move
ment has brought together all 
sorts of politicos, middle class 
liberals, as well as working 
class activists from trade 
unions and communities.

SOLIDARITY
If this network is to

more than a bandwagon for a 
liberal middle class agenda 
against the Tories, headed 
by Left-wing Labour MP’s, and 
followed by every lefty outfit 
that hangs on the coat tails of 
the Labour Party, then grass 
roots working class involve
ment must set the agenda.

The whole point of the
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not hinder them. We would 
argue that grass-roots 
democratic organisation, 
bottom-up, as well as an 
effective strategy, with 
attainable goals is the most 
positive action.

GET STUCK IN
Those who genuinely 

support the miners will need 
to acknowledge this; are the 
miners andtheircommunities 
in control of this campaign? In 
the end, Labour MP’s want 
Labour governments; Left
wing part ies want to bu i Id thei r 
parties to take power; but it's 
miners, their relatives and
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from, and scared of, each 
other.

Muggings, burglaries 
(especially against our old 
folk), mindless assaults - it all 
creates a climate of fear that 
undermines our communities, 
and more importantly allows 
our rulers to say; "see, look 
what happens, what we need 
is a strong government and 
hard police."

It’s clear that the cops 
won’t do anything about 
stopping anti-social criminals 
from terrorising the rest of us.

The only way is to do it 
ourselves, to sort our own 
problems out: no, it’s not easy 
and there are difficulties with 
it - but we must take the 
responsibility and drive anti
social criminals out, or 
educate them as to what's 
right, so they understand who 
the real enemies are.

DIRECT ACTION
I n the last year there have 

been some outstanding 
examples of this happening 
right across Britain. Often, the 
people involved have given 
the idiots a chance to stop 
their activities or to explain 
their behaviour.

If this hasn’t worked, then 
such direct action as
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confronted by images that say 
if you don’t own a certain car, 
dress in a particular way, and 
go abroad twice a year on 
holiday you're a sorry-arsed 
failure.

The result is that some 
people who can't afford these 
things, and importantly have 
no hope of ever being able to 
because of lack of work or 
crap pay decide to get them 
through other means.

BREAKDOWN
On it's own this argument 

is full of holes, but couple this 
with capitalisms basic theory 
which says: "the only way to 
get on is to screw all those 
around you", and the 
complete breakdown in 
working class community and 
solidarity that has been the 
deliberate policy of the Tories, 
and some people feel that 
there's nothing wrong in 
robbing off your own. They 
are very wrong.

Now don't misunderstand 
us, we are all for crime when 
it bettersourcommunities, like 
the selling on of stolen goods 
that people couldn't otherwise 
af ord, and the like.

For their part the cops 
condemn anti-social criminals 
- but the reality is that they 
love 'em! These scum are 
doing the police’s work for 
them: keeping us divided
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'Coa! not Dole’ movement 
should be to create the 
necessary support and solid
arity for the miners to carry 
out their struggle and win.

Not to revitalise illusions 
in bureaucratic union struct
ures. Not to ejaculate over 
even bigger illusions like a 
General Strike. The various 
lefty politicos who believe this 
is possible are either stupid or 
insane, or both. Either way 
they hinder the agenda for 
real solidarity.

STRATEGY
The working class base of 

such a movement needs to 
assert its identity and it’s own 
agenda. From the lodges, pit 
communities and other 
working class communities 
and workplaces, should come 
the leadership (ie. the positive 
direction).

From these areas there 
could be genuine gains for 
our class; developing the 
aims, and tactics of an 
effective strategy outside of 
the liberal moralism of the 
rainbow coalition and even 
the NUM leadership.

An effective strategy for 
the miners will need to ensure 
not only support and solidarity, 
but also control of the 
campaign. Labourite bureau
crats will argue “that’s like 
having your cake and eating 
it". Too right! It’s time we 
stopped excepting second 
best, and started taking more.

Direct links between
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John Major’s next 
public appearance in 
Stratford-Upon-Avon 
will be with a bag over 
his head.

The landlord of the 
Recession Pub has 
been ordered to take the 
grey man’s portrait off 
his pub sign by the 
T ory-supporting 
Whitbread brewery.

Whitbread, who last 
year gave £60,000 to 
Tory party funds, 
demanded that landlord 
Andy Phelps take the 
sign down or change 
the pub’s name to 
something more 
flattering to Major.

Phelpstookthesign 
down and replaced it 
with one that read: 
“This sign has been 
censored by the 
establishment”.

He intends to putthe 
original one back once 
a brown paper bag has 
been painted over the 
great man’s head. 
Major’s specs will be 
visible outside the bag.

As one regular put 
it: “The bag won't make 
any difference to him, 
the idiot can’t see where 
he’s gong anyway”.

Being the leader of the 
liberal democrats isn’t 
much of a job.

More soul-destroying 
than shelf-stacking, less 
exciting than being a Post 
Office worker. Not even a 
substantial MP’s salary can 
add spice to being the host of 
the party that nobody wants 
to go to, or so says Paddy 
Pantsdown.

BORING
An action man with semi

moveable parts (ask his 
secretary), Paddy is feeling 
starved of action. Having 
dodged bullets in Bosnia and 
dallied over the desk with his 
secretary, Paddy’s finding 
post-adulterous life in the 
House of Commons just plain 
bloody boring:

“I feel like a white mouse 
in a cage going round a 
wheel thousands of times”.

Said Paddy, dropping a 
carefully-scripted tear intothe 
mouse droppings around him.

Given the depth of his 
depression and that he 
believes himself to be a small 
furry animal, the best course 
of action would be for Paddy 
to end it all by volunteering 
himself for vivisection.

Unfortunately, he has 
other plans. Paddy has 
decided to work off his blues 
“by getting down there and 

mucking in with the little 
people”.

TEA LEAF
Paddy’s going to assist 

the working class by stealing 
what few jobs they have left. I 
kid you not: every Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday ‘til 
the end of April, Mr Pantsdown 
is switching jobs to become a 
coal miner, a trawlerman, a 
postman, a farm labourer, a 
shop assistant and a genuine 
deprived unemployed person.

*7 want to see what it’s like 
to be a claimant now”, said 
Paddy, adding “and I want to 
live behind a door with seven 
padlocks on it.

I want to know what it’s 

like in Moss Side at night... it’s 
differentatnight”. Paddy didn’t 
specify whether or not he was 
going to spend a week 
blacked up so that he could 
share the life experiences of 
non-white voters too.

Similarly, we don’t yet 
know whether he also intends 
to do a few days in drag - if he 
does we’ll no doubt hear about 
it in his soon to come, "all 
things to all people" 
biography, probably entitled, 
‘A black woman like me 
really knows how you poor 
sods feel’.

Pads hasn’t yet decided 
what he’s going to be when 
he grows up and stops

pretending that a few days on 
a publicity exercise makesyou 
a ‘man of the people’. But, 
according to him, only the 
cynical would believe that he 
was “getting his hands dirty” 
to milk the press^

STUNTED
Well, if it’s not a publicity 

stunt, it’s more than a touch 
strangethat I and afew million 
other hacks have been 
informed of his plans.

Still, if he ends up in Moss 
Side, I'm sure local residents 
will be more than willing to 
take him down a dark alley 
and let him know what the 
great British public thinks of 
his antics.

VA

NO STRINGS

Like lambs to the
lives saving hundreds of art 
treasures from the fire - don’t 
ask me why - the workers 
were expecting a hefty cash 
bonus and a drink. All the 
Royals offered as a ‘thank 
you’ gestures was a free 
sightseeing tour of the Castle 
library.

The workers were less 
than impressed by the

the flames.
Having risked their

monarchy’s generosity: “An 
invitation to tour the library!” 
said one of the site workers, 
“we’ve been working here 
for months.. .we’ve seen the 
bloody library!”

Seems to me to be 
one clear case of where 
it’s ok to retaliate by 
burning books.

HELLO’, the
society magazine
which tells the
working class what
it thinks they want
to know about the
famous, rich and
beautiful - namely,
how wonderful it is
to be famous, rich
and beautiful - is
also the best guide
to which marriages
are on the rocks.

In it’s time, the
rag has done
happily-married
specials on Prin
cess Anne and
Mark Phillips, 
Fergie and Andy, Charles and Diana (of course) and Lord 
James and Lady Becky Blandford - it nev^r mentioned that 
Blandford was more fond of cocaine snorting and wife-beating 
than he was of his wife.

The latest happy couple to grace ‘HELLO’S pages was 
Rachel Hunter and Rod Stewart: “Those girls can say what 
they like”, gushed Rod, “but the past is past and the future is 
what we have together”. Sure thing...not! - judging by the 
mag’s past record, Rachel and Rod have between three and 
six weeks before the crystal ashtrays start flying.

Hopefully ‘HELLO’ will turn its attention to which members 
of the aristocracy aren’t going 
to become terminally ill. It 
would be the surest way of 
wiping out the upper classes.
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One of the reasons that I’ve always dismissed the idea of reincarnation is that most 
who believe they’ve had more than one life claim they were once Cleopatra, a Roman 
Emperor or Jesus. Doesn’t take a genius to conclude that if it were true, they’d be a 
plague of Cleopatras, so many that the buggers would be tripping over each other.

How refreshing to find that our resident student of Eastern philosophy, Prince Charles, 
announced in the famous Camillagate tape that he’s going to come back not as a great ruler 

but as a tampon.
THANKS, BUT NO THANKS

Tampons are classed as luxury items and 
come complete with VAT. Those of use who 
resent paying taxes for necessities could do with 
a few free boxes - but if a reincarnated Charles- 
tampon appeared on our bedside cabinet, free, 
would we really want to put him inside us?

No, fortunately there’s no God and no 
after-life. When Charles pops It there’ll be 
much celebrating and no second chances.

Building workers who 
carried paintings out 
of the burning 
Windsor castle are 
now wishing that 
they’d left the 
priceless portraits of 
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“I don’t feel guilty any 
more. I feel grateful for 
what I have. Going to 
Uganda was a very 
sobering experience for 
me”.

Cliff Richard, the 
millionaire who once 
claimed that God wanted 
him to have a Rolls Royce, 
explains how a quick visit 
to an Al DS sufferer enabled 
him to come to terms with 
his wealth.

“If you were fighting 
alongside openly ack
nowledged homosex
uals, It could put 
tremendous pressure on 
non-homosexuals and 
cause a lot of friction”.

Lady Olga Maitland, 
MP, obviously thinks that 
allowing gay men in the 
armed forces is a bad idea 
- seems that she believes 
that the sexual tension 
might take the lads’ minds 
off the business of killing 
people.. .make war not love.

“He said Rushdie was 
a bad writer, which Is his 
right. But he added that 
Rushdie cost too much 
to the taxpayer which 
struck me as a bit steep. 
So I let slip this reply: 
‘And the Crown of 
England? Have you never 
asked yourself how much 
the bloody Crown of 
England costs the 
taxpayer?”'

French philosopher, 
Bernard-Henri Levy, 
reporting his conversation 
with Prince Charles. He 
didn’t say what Prince 
Charles replied.

“If we believe In the 
monarch we have to 
present Its best face. I 
believe In the importance 
of concealment in these 
matter, and, if you like, 
hypocrisy”.

Charles Moore, ‘Sun
day Telegraph' editor, 
explains why we have not 
yet been told about Prince 
Charles’ affair with Mount
batten’s embalmed foot.

“It always fascinates 
me when human beings 
are, by an act of will, 
prepared to do things 
which our animal 
Instincts would say Is 
absolutely mad”.

Paddy Ashdown on 
mining. Not having sussed 
that miners mine, not for 
the excitement of being 
buried underground, but 
because they need money 
to live.

“I’ve been enjoying 
the rather edifying spect
acle of the Israelis kicking 
a few Palestinians 
around, the four hundred 
Palestinians who were 
herded Into no man’s land 
are as large as life and 
twice as ugly”.

Julie Burchill, £100,000 
a year ‘Mail on Sunday’ 
columnist.

e
“I’m a coward. I don’t 

care what I say about 
people in print, but I can’t 
face them in person”.

Julie Burchill, last seen 
hiding under a stone with 
the rest of the racist slime. 
We recommend a relaxing 
holiday for the poor hack, 
at the Holiday Inn....Beirut.
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Although Pearse Jordan 
was a member of the IRA, at 
the time of the shooting he 
was unarmed and there was 
nothing in his car to suggest 
he was on “active service”. 
The media immediately 
began pumping out lies, 
supplied by the Police (RUC)
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But life for the vast 
mass of working class 
South Africans has not 
changed that much. 
They are still forced to 
slave for a living with 
the constant threat of

In both cases three black 
men were convicted, in spite 
of eye-witness reports and 
alibis contradicting the
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them is an amazing achieve
ment. Pearse Jordan lived his 
life in the same conditions as 
many working class people 
in Britain and Ireland, he 
experienced the misery of a 
rundown community, shitty 
training schemes, long term 
unemployment and Police 
harassment. Living in West 
Belfast also offered the 
presence of a hostile army of 
occupation, the constant 
threat of sectarian attacks and 
demonisation by government 
propaganda.

Because he tried to 
change this situation he was 
murdered. Our ideas on 
revolution differ a lot from 
his, but we recognise him for 
what he was - a working class 
fighter.
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and the security services, 
about the incident. The 
misinformation included 
claims that Jordan’s car had 
rammed the Police, he had 
been shot running away, that 
another man was arrested at 
the scene, that gloves and 
masks were found in his car, 
and that a bomb (and later a 
bomb factory!) was found 
nearby. All eyewitnesses 
accounts confirm that none of 
this was true.

OOPS!
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a terror campaign waged 
against the black 
working class.

SAME AS THE OLD

Later that evening an 
“unofficial security contact” 
released the supposed name 
of the victim and details of his 
previous convictions. This 
man was not Pearse Jordan 
(who had never even been 
arrested, let alone convicted), 
but was presumably the 
intended target of this 
deliberate shoot-to-kill 
operation.

LESSONS
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conviction.
There was no forensic 

evidence used against Rowe 
and Davis; both, also had 
several alibi witnesses who 
were unchallenged in court. 
The police pressurised 
witnesses to make false 
statements, and three key
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On Wednesday 25th 
November the Police 
murdered a young 
motorist. 22 year-old 
Pea rse Jo rd an *s car was 
rammed off the road by 2 
unmarked police cars, 
one behind and one 
hitting the drivers side. 
After the crash he 
staggered onto the 
pavement, dazed, and 4 
plainclothes cops 
jumped from their cars. 
One of them shot Pearse 
3 times with a rifle and 
some of them kicked him 
as he lay dying.

Even though this only 
happened a few months ago 
most readers will not 
remember this brutal murder, 
even if they were aware of it in 
the first place. That’s because 
it didn’t happen in Oxford, 
Manchester or Liverpool, but 
in Belfast.

LIES
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M25 CAMPAIGN 
M25 3, Ground Floor, 
42B Coppiestone Rd., 
Peckham, London SE15 
4AD. Tel: 071 703 
0875
To write direct to the 3: 
RAPHAEL ROWE, 
MP3660, HMP Gartree,
Market Harborough, 
Leics. 
MICHAEL DAVIS, 
MP3661, HMP Worm
wood Scrubs, PO Box 
757, 
Du Cane Rd, E.Acton, 
London W12

unemployment hanging 
over them. Social 
conditions in many 
working class areas are 
terrible with very limited 
health care, extremely 
poor educational 
facilities and slum 
housing.
MEET THE NEW BOSS

Even the legalisation 
of political organisations 
such as the ANC has not 
made a great deal of 
difference. The legal 
bans have been 
efficiently replaced by 
the ruthless activity of 
the right wing death 
squads. Many
thousands of people 
have been killed by these 
squads - and a high 
number of these deaths 
have been the 
indiscriminate victims of
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The British State has used 
every tactic it can, legal or 
illegal, against those who 
resist their rule in the North of 
Ireland. Anyone who wants to 
do more than pay lip service 
to the idea of working class 
revolution has a lot to learn 
from the situation there. Just 
looking at how far the British 
State will go to defeat Irish
• -jif * ♦ • h* r -r i /

republicans is a lesson in 
itself! The State’s response 
to resistance in the six 
relatively small counties in 
Ireland shows us what 
working class people have in 
store on a wider front. The 
knowledge the ruling class 
have gained fighting the 
republicans has already been 
used against us, for example 
crowd control techniques 
learned in the six counties 
have become standard 
practice on the British 
mainland since the riots of the 
early 1980’s, and of course 
Northern Ireland is a classic 
example of the divide-and- 
rule tactic.

UNDERSTANDING
If the ruling class are 

learning from this struggle, 
then so should we. Anybody 
who expresses solidarity for 
the rioters of Los Angeles, 
Salford, Cork and working 
class communities all overthe 
world, yet makes no effort to 
find out what's going on in 
Northern Ireland is a 
hypocrite.

Unless you’re just an 
'armchair revolutionary', 
happy to talk about fightback 
just so long as you don’t have

to do anything yourself, you 
need to understand what's 
happening and why part of 
the working class of Ireland 
has taken up arms against 
the British State (if not, then 
think again).

KEEP FIGHTING
We don’t offer uncritical 

supporttothe Irish republican 
movement, we have many 
differences and disag
reements with their politics 
and tactics, but we do 
acknowledge the legitimacy 
of their struggle. T o stand firm 
and keep fighting against 
everything the British (and 
Irish) State hasthrown against

African
has shown its strength 
and potential in the last 
20 years. The problem 
for the ANC is whether 
they can divert and 
disempower the working 
class.

REVOLUTION
The next couple of 

years might be fairly 
quiet. But the social 
conditions of the 
working class will not be 
changed. The
impoverishment of the 
vast mass will continue. 
Now that the ANC is 
revealed in its true 
colours, the chance for a 
revolution that sweeps 
away all forces who seek 
to represent, govern, 
oppress and exploit is 
that much greater.

There have been a lot of 
changes in South Africa 
over the last few years. 
Nelson Mandela has 
been released, the ANC 
legalised, apartheid 
abolished. Now the 
ANC and the ruling 
white National Party sit 
down to discuss the 
future for South Africa, 
a future that might very 
easily see Mandela as 
President.

Mandela is already 
making his position 
very clear: “I believe 
that President de Klerk 
and other senior 
members of the 
National Party.havethe 
interest of the country 
at heart” he stated 
recently. The Secretary- 
General of the ANC, 
Cyril Ramaphosa, 
declared that the most 
important task was “to 
build the South African 
nation”.

DROPPED
All talk

mobilisation, strike 
action, street protests 
has been dropped or 
severely watered down. 
The talk is now of 
accommodation with 
the government, of 
negotiated settlements 
and the only argument 
is over the timing of 
these agreements.

SLAVES

But this does not 
affect the 
leadership with their 
plush homes and their 
seats around
negotiating table. The 
ANC have never wanted 
to change the social 
structures of South 
African society - they 
have just wanted to lead 
it. White government, 
black government, de 
Klerk, Mandela -it’s still 
shit at the bottom.

RESISTANCE
But the years of 

struggle and resistance 
cannot be wished away 
now that negotiations 
have started. The South

THREE BLACK MEN 
serving life for a series of 
robberies and a murder 
carried out In 1988 by what 

I was known as the 'M25 
gang1, have just had their 
appeal put back for the 
fourth time.They will have to 
wait until June 1993 at the 
earliest.

Supporters of the M25 
Three - Raphael Rowe, 
Michael Davis and Randolph 
Johnson (previously unknown 
totheothertwo!) are confident 
they will win their appeal.

The Home Office evid
ently feels it would be too 
embarrassing to release the 
M25 Three so soon after the 
Cardiff Three. And It’s not just 
the number that’s the same! 

COLOUR BLIND!
In both cases eye

witnesses said white men 
were involved. In the M25 
case, Detective Supe
rintendent Vincent McFadden 
held a TV conference 
confirming they were looking 
for two white men and one 
black man.

prosecution witnesses 
admitted to playing part in the 
robberies in question - their 
prints were found on the 
getaway cars! They were also 
found in possession of some 
of the stolen property and an 
airgun used by the gang (none 
of them faced charges - we 
wonder why!).

in the good old tradition of 
the judiciary, the judge 
directed the jury to the guilty 
verdict.

Five years has been taken 
away from these men’s lives. 
Machael Davis has learned 
to read and write to enable 
him to campaign for freedom. 
They have made many 
contacts with other prisoners 
who are also fighting their 
cases.

SOLIDARITY
On the outside the 

unrelenting support of Valerie 
Davis and Joanne Rowe has 
got them wide support in their 
local communities and across 
the country.

Class War supports all 
genuine campaigns against 
wrongful convictions. The 
inter-prisoner solidarity and 
campaigning from the outside 
is the best action for these 
cases. Until we can build a 
society based on equality and 
justice, we’ll be forced to 
defend ourselves from the fit- 
ups and crap of their system.

“The government and 
judiciary are more concerned 
to preserve the status quo in 
the criminal justice system 
than allo w the many hundreds 
of wrongly convicted 
prisoners the opportunity to 
get a fair hearing. The M25 
Three case is the most 
prominent of these numerous 
cases".

Our class are always 
under attack from the State, 
and the only way to wi n Is to 
defend each other on the 
Inside as well as the out.. 
Do your bltl
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black

forto civil rights

On this point Malcolm 
could be accused of being 
too optimistic about the 
positive aspects of these 
new Third World regimes; 
both in terms of the 
reactionary nature of some 
of them and, in the illusion 
that they were free from 
western control.
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He quickly became 
disillusioned with this 
tactic, when it was 
blocked by the unwill
ingness of the U.N. to 
grant Black Americans 
with this status.

The fact is that despite 
the official recognition of 
Palestinians as a people 
denied any self-deter
mination, they are still no 
better off; still without a 
homeland. Malcolm, in

This Elijah was a complete 
charlatan, and Malcolm X 
was later to break from his 
influence and see him for 
what he really was - a 
fraud and a brake on 
black militancy.

At the time the Nation 
of Islam seemed the most 
radical Black organisation 
in America.

It had little connection 
with Orthodox Islam of the 
East (both Sunni or 
Fundamentalist Muslims), 
and was hardly recognised 
by many Muslims. The 
membership was mainly 
comprised of hard working 

Malcolm, to confine the 
issue to appealing to the 
U.S. authorities to grant 
reforms, which they always 
denied!

If it was a question of 
human rights. It would 
enable the black people of 
America to approach the 
international community to 
apply pressure through the 
U.N. as the Palestinians

Malcolm Little went 
through school with little 
encouragement from 
teachers; he wanted to be 
a solicitor but was told by 
one teacherto concentrate 
on becoming a carpenter, 
as that was the ‘best’ a 
Black boy could achieve.

Malcolm learnt from 
an early age that 
‘success* was a white 
thing.

MALCOLM X , or 
Malik El-Shabazz, was 
from the southern 
states of America, in 
Omaha.

His father was a Baptist 
minister, the Reverend 
Earl Little, who was a 
supporter of the politics of 
Marcus Garvey (a black 
leader in the earlier part of 
this century) and the 
Universal Negro Improve
ment Association (UNIA). 
His father died at the hands 
of the Ku Klux Klan.

authorities, the
peoples' foremost enemy, 
even in the eyes of it’s 
leader.

establishment He even 
witnessed meetings 
between members of the 
Nation of Islam, the Ku Klux 
Klan and the CIA! Strange 
bedfellows indeed.

In his last speeches, 
Malcolm began to realise 
the role, and the reason for 
CIA backing of the Nation 
- as a safety valve for 
Black militancy within 
America.

THE POLITICS BEHIND THE HYPE
X marks the spot on everything from T-shirts to base
ball caps. But why has all this hype been given to a 
man feared by the establishment in the '60s ? 
A 'racial extremist" or an advocate of extreme meas
ures to liberate black people from racism, Malcolm X is 
a powerful symbol of Black Resistance. The likes of 
Spike Lee or Black Democrat, Jesse Jackson use 
Malcolm to boost their street credibility. But all he 
stood for stands in oppostion to these opportunists...

class black people who 
were well disciplined in 
Islamic customsand prac
tices ie. no drink, drugs, 
adultery, etc.

The Nation would often 
go into black communities 
and kick out (or kick in) 
dealers and crooks, and 
anybody considered anti
social by the community.

This gave them a lot of 
credibility and support from 
their communities. How
ever, they failed to tackle 
the wider problem faced 
by the black population: 
THE RACIST EST
ABLISHMENT. They 
would not confront the 
racist authorities, and

• •

preferred to 
preach that 
morality and 
separatism
would be the 
salvation of 
the black 
population.

In1962the
police shot 
seven un
armed Black 
Muslims, 
killing one and 
crippling

another, and then arrested 
them for assault! Malcolm 
was dispached by Muh
ammed to handle the 
defence. He wanted to 
widen the defence to a 
political campaign against 
the brutalising oppression 
that Black people face at 
the hands of the police.

Muhammed agreed to 
this at first, but suddenly 
called off the campaign.

Confronting the racist 
policies of the police clearly 
infringed the Nation’s “non
engagement” policy - a 
hypocritical policy of non
confrontation with the 

1

THE STATE? DON'T
COLLABORATE!
Towards the end of his 

life, Malcolm argued that 
the non-engagrement 
policy of the Nation was 
just part of the col laboration 
between the Black Muslim 
leadership and the

A BIT OF A HUSTLER
Leaving education 

behind Malcolm soon got 
a taste for street life as a 
hustler. By all accounts 
he was a bit of nasty piece 
of work. He ended up in 
prison, where he began to 
develop some politics and 
he got religious, becoming 
a Muslim.

Malcolm immersed 
himself in the Nation of 
Islam and the teachings of 
it’s leader, Elijah Muh
ammed.

In his early days of 
political awareness, his 
views were dominated by 
the unquestioned word of 
Elijah Muhammed.

Malcolm’s earlier spe
eches were often preceded 
by the religious words: 
“The honourable Elijah 
Muhammed teaches us...”

DOLLARISM
He was aware of the 

U.S. policy of economic 
and military control of 
certain regions which he 
called 'Dollarisrri, that is, 
social control through 
international finance and 
domination of the market.

Within the U.S he 
challenged the reformist 
Civil Rights Movement.

He believed they had 
got it wrong in terms 
liberating Black Ame
ricans; he wanted to 
elevate the black struggle 
to that of human rights 
rather than civil rights.

To confine the struggle 
meant,

All talk of justice, but no 
challenge to the injustice; 
a deliberate policy of 
appeasement for which the 
leadership held a position 
of power and relative 
privilege over the black 
community.

Malcolm’s final break 
with the Nation came about 
when he commented on 
Kennedy’s assassination,

"...the chickens have 
come home to roost, and 
being an old farm boy 
myself, chickens coming 
home to roost never did 
make me sad; it always 
made me glad. ”

For this classic quote 
he received a 90 day 
suspension, from which he 
never returned. This 
marked the real beginning 
of the revolutionary in him.

Malcolm was looking 
for solution to the Black 
peoples' problems.

Once he started to look 
beyond the confines of 
Muhammed’s views, he 
quickly developed black 
liberation politics.

His politics developed 
to a point where he saw 
that black oppression is an 
international problem; 
because being a 'Negro' 
means you have brothers 
and sisters not just in 
Africa, but in the South 
Americas, the West Indies, 
withintheformer European 
colonies, including Britain. 
Scattered from Africa, 
courtesy of the slave trade.

He was inspired by 
Third World revolutionaries 
who challenged the 
Western colonial powers, 
and managed to gain some 
sovereignty for black 
people.



looking for a solution to his 
people’s struggle, was too 
optimistic about the UN, 
the UN represents the 
ruling classes of the world, 
whether they are western 
or third world, black or 
white.

SEE, LISTEN, THINK.
After leaving the Nation 

of Islam, Malcolm Xformed 
the Organisation of Afro- 
American Unity, which was 
a collective of black political 
activists, who according to 
Malcolm needed to:

“Learn how to see for 
yourself and listen for 
yourself and think for 
yourself".

Gone were the days of 
blind obedience to self- 
appointed leaders like the 
so-called “Honourable” 
Elijah Muhammed, or his 
contemporary equivalent, 
Louis Farrakhan; or big 

process, blacks would still 
be mentally confined to 
the negative self-image 
promoted by white 
supremist culture.

The sort of negativity 
which makes black 
Americans view their 
homeland, their African 
roots and identity as 
backward, and therefore 
themselves as backward.

This is a problem faced 
by all oppressed groups, 
and is particularly relevant 
to the class war. The 
negative stereotypes of 
working class people as 
either simpletons or mad 
animals, is just as effective 
in sabotaging our fightback 
as a thousand police 
forces.

revolution without 
bloodshed and it's 
nonsense to talk of the 
civil rights mo vement as 
revolutionary".

When it came to attacks 
on the movement and 
black people he was clear 
and unrepentant:

“...will be met with 
maximum physical ret
aliation from those of us 
who are not handcuffed 
by the disarming 
philosophy of non
violence, and who 
believe in asserting our 
right to self-defence - by 
any means necessary”.

SELF DEFENCE IS 
NO OFFENCE

This line was actively 
practiced by the Black 
Panther Party (For Self- 
Defence), who, like 
Malcolm X saw a real threat 
to their black communities 

towards racism meant his 
opponents would event
ually kill him; he was aware 
of this because he had 
survived an attempt on his 
life, but carried on despite 
thiseven though his fate 
had been sealed.

BEWARE
EXPENSIVE
IMITATIONS

Now in the nineties, 
pseudo-radicals like Spike 
Lee (the Black film director 
and darling of Hollywood), 
have used the figure of

Malcolm Xfortheirown 
agenda - trying to give the 
black middle class some 
credibility within the 
ghettoes. All the t-shirts, 
caps and hype have tried 
to incorporate a revol
utionary figure into a 
consumer market; it's a 
case of 'move over Che 
Guevara, Malcolm X sells 
more than you'.

The cheek of reformist 
politicians like Jesse 
Jackson, who also jump 
on the bandwagon, and 
spoke at a commemoration 
of his death, is incredible: 
this Democrat forgets the 
words of Malcolm X on the 
two mainstream parties: 
"It's just a question of 
the fox ...or the wolf”.

His opposition to idiots 
like Jackson are clear,

" We will organise, a 
sweep out of office of all 
negro politicians who are 
puppets for the outside 
forces”.

And as for self- 
appointed leaders such as 
Louis Farrakhan, leader of 
the Nation of Islam - he 
damned himself and his 
corrupt organisation even 
before Malcolm X’s death:

mouths like the Reverend 
Al Sharpe.

The underlying basis of 
the organisation was in 
building a positive identity 
for black people:

PRIDE, IDENTITY 
and UNITY, was an 
essential formula for black 
self-determination and 
liberation.

Without such a

CLASS PRIDE, POS
ITIVE CLASS IDENTITY, 
AND EFFECTIVE CLASS 
UNITY are fundamental to 
the CLASS WAR.

HITTING THE NAIL 
ON THE HEAD

One off the biggest 
contributions Malcolm X 
gave to the politics of Black 
liberation, was to challenge 
non-violence and reform
ism of the civil rights 
movement:

“There can be no

from the police and other 
racists, and had the bottle 
to confront it in the most 
revolutionary way - by 
direct confrontation with 
the state.

When you start to break 
the myth that the state is 
the only legitimate user of 
violence, then you start to 
gnaw at the very power 
base which keeps them on 
top.

The move towards a 
revolutionary solution 

“Only those who wish 
to be led to hell or to their 
doom will follow Malcolm. 
The die is set, and Malcolm 
shall not escape...Such a 
man as Malcolm is worthy 
of death.” More than 
coincidence that it was 
Black Muslims who pulled 
the trigger.
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Whilst the Hollywood 
moguls allow Spike Lee 
the space to exercise his 
‘radical’ conscience, to get 
bums on seats at the 
cinema (his 'block-buster' 
based on Malcolm X's life 
will hit the British big screen 
in March), the real 
inheritors of the X 
tradition - the rioters who 

rebelled the only way they 
could against a racist state 
- might go beyond the 
image and look at the real 
substance of Malcolm X.

And use itto further 
their struggle for 
justice, freedom and 
equality.

So should we.

THE REAL McCOY
As the Malcolm X film looms ever closer, and 
people wear expensive hats with his name all over 
them, we suggest that if you're interested in clueing 
yourself up on his politics and ideas on racism and 
how to fight it, as a white as well as a black.you get 
it straight from the horses' mouth and by-pass all 
the lefty commentators. So. here's a short reading 
list:

Two Speeches by Maslcolm X' 
'Malcolm X Talks to Young People' 

'By Any Means Necessary' 
Malcolm X on Afro-American History' 

Malcolm X Speaks’ 
'Malcolm X's Last Speeches'

All Available from: Pathfinder Press, 47 The Cut, 
London SE1 8LL, England.
Or from good political bookshops, stalls and 
distributors.
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Oi Guv, wanna buy so me speed?

Easy does it
The bosses The companys

Just blew it

No Justice

Nike, the sportsware com
pany makes its biggest prof
its from the work they sub 
contract to countries with 
cheap labour. In Indonesia, 
where they subcontract their 
sports shoe work, they hold 
‘competitions’ to win licences 
for the work. The licences are 
revised every month.

The result of this is 24,000 
workers in six factories earn
ing a daily average wage of 
less than 50 p. This is less 
than 30% of even the Indone
sian minimum wage.

So the likes of Michael Jor
dan can get $10 million for his 
name, and 24, 000 unnamed 
I ndonesians get 50p a day for 
actualy doing the work. It’s a 
funny old world. Not.

etc. Perhaps this is why they 
have produces a lot of reports 
concerning transport, liketheir 
March 1989 'The Need for 
Renewing Transport Infra
structure in Europe’, or the 
June 1990 ‘Logistics and 
Transport in Europe’ which 
just happened to form the 
basic for the EC’s transport 
policy; roads, roads, and more 
roads.

Againthe presence of some 
of the biggest polluters in Eu
rope: the chemical, paper and 
oil companies, possibly had 
an effect on their influential 
May 1990 report called 'Envi
ronmental Issues for Euro
pean Industry.

We list the names and 
companies mentioned in 
the membership list In our 
possession:

Class War never did have 
any faith in the courts when it 
comes to defending the com
mon man or woman.

But if the Tories get their 
way you wont even get the 
chance to sue the bastards 
who framed you in the first 
place!

The latest anti-working 
class piece of legislation is 
designed to lower the legal 
aid ‘ceiling’ of £77 down to 
around £44. This means any
one earning above £44 will 
have to pay a whopping per
centage, if not all of their legal 
bills. This could stop a worker 
suing their boss for a back 
injury, or a person suing for 
wrongful imprisonment. Your 
money is now destined to end 
up in rich lawyer’s bank ac
counts. British justice screw
ing you in the dock and in your 
pocket!

During some of the conferences and workshops organised in 
opposition to Decembers EC summit in Edinburgh, Belgian 
activists in Edinburgh for the summit revealed startling new 
evidence into the people and organisations pushing for this 
bosses Europe.

Their findings make a mockery of the idea of a free Europe
of citizens, and of the notion that somehow European unifica
tion has got to be better than the present situation.

Their findings centre arround a group called the European
Round Table, a self styled group of so called ‘business
leaders’.

There are hundreds of such pressure groups at all levels of
the EC. What makes the ERT group so special is its member
ship, and the positions they occupy. Their March 1992 list of
members in Class War's possession reads like a ‘whose who’
of the top bosses of Europe.

Some of the members include multi-nationals like BP,
Shell, Philips, Unilever, Hoffmann-La-Roche, Trafalgar House
and Nestle.

Since the formation of the ERT in 1983, many of their reports
and recommendations have gone to form the very core of EC 
policy and legislation. Their policies on issues like transport,
the single market, unemployment, world trade and so on, have
also become the official policies of the EC.

Several things are noticeable from the list: not all of the
companies are based in the EC - Vblvo, Hoffmann-La-Roche
and Norsk Hydro. There are also a lot of companies with
vested interests in maintaining private cars as the prime mode 
of transport - Pirelli, BP, Shell, Daimler Benz, Total, Fiat, Volvo

The venerable Guild of Fine Powder 
Purveyors has been rocked to the core by 
corruption allegations concerning some of 
its north London branch members. As many 
as 25 dealers in Stoke Newington are alleged 
to have been INVOLVED IN POLICING.

Suggestions that dealers have given information to police 
officers are nothing new, but the Guild is currently investigat
ing allegations that go much further—one dealer is alleged to 
have been earning as much as £2,000 a month as a police 
officer. The dealer who can only be referred to as “dealer X" for 
life insurance reasons, was named in the confession of self- 
styled “honest cop” PC Dick Sonofdockgreen. The self con- 
fessd “woodentop” claimed he saw dealer X: arresting people, 
giving evidence, drinking with known “officers", wearing a 
brown leather jacket, blue jeans and white trainers.

Mr Bigg, the Guild’s president told us that an investigation, 
code-named “Operation Crackpot”, has been ongoing for 18 
months. However, Roy Nark, head of stoke Newington’s Guild 
branch denied there was any truth in the story: "these allega
tions have been made by self-confessed police officers-they 
are absolute rubbish”. Admitting the investigation had lowered 
morale amongstthe area’s dealers, he said, “how can my men 
provide a service to the public with this hanging over them, 
knowing every time they make a sale they may be accused of 
being police officers”.

Hugh Sless, the civillian member of the Pushers Complaint 
Authority (PCA) overseeing the whole investigation, said: "I 
am absholutely determined there musht be a cover-up, the 
truth musht come out. Theshe are sheriouslyallegationsh and 
if we find anyone ish guilty of witnesssh to them, we musht put 
them away for a long time”. The inquiry continues.

Thanks to ths 'Hackney Heckler' who first stumbled upon 
this story.

News that five young peo
ple died in Greater Manches
ter since 1989 from dance 
floor dehydration and heat
stroke, and helped on their 
way by drugs like Ecstacy, 
has alarmed the local citv 
council.

However, their alarm 
doesn't streach as far as ask
ing how someone can die of 
dehydration in a club in the 
middle of a city with an ade
quate water supply.

Perhaps the free market 
entrepreneurs have a part to 
play in all this. Maybe turning 
up the heating, disconnecting 
the taps in the toilets and 
charging two quid for a glass 
of water has something to do 
with the deaths by dehydra
tion. Market forces, eh lads!

• .• * . •

Wisse Dekker (Chair) Philips
Karlheinz Kaske (Vice chair) Siemens
Jirome Monon (Vice chair) Lyonnaise des Eaux-Dumez
Torlild Aakvaag Norsk Hydro
Umberto Agnelli Fiat
Am6rico Amorim Amorim Group
Jean-Louis Beffa Saint-Gobain
Vincent Bollor6 Bollort Technologies
Yves Boel Sofina
Nigel Broackes Trafalgar House
Bertrand Collomb Lafarge Coppee
Francois Comelis Petrofina
Etienne Davignon Generale de Belgique
Carlo De Bendetti Olivetti
Fritz Gerber Hoffmann-La-Roche
Pehr Gyllenhammar Volvo
Wolfgang Hilger Hoechst
Robert Horton BP
Daniel Janseen Solvay
Jak Kamhi Profilo Group
Andri Leysen Gevaert
Louis Magana CEPSA
Floris Maljers Unilever
Helmut Maucher Nestle
Hans Merkle Bosch
Maersk Mc-Kinney M0ller AP Moller
Theodore Papalexopoulos Titan Cement
Anthony Pilkington Pilkington
Edzard Reuter Daimler-Benz
Antoine Ribould BSN
Tony Ryan GPA Group
Stephan Schmidheiny Anova
Bob Scholey British Steel
Hugo Sekra Austrian Industries
Patrick Sheehy B.A. T Industries
Poul Svanholm Carlsberg
Serge Tchuruk Total
Jan Timmer Philips
Cdndido Verazquez Telefonica
Jacopo Vittorelli Pirelli
Simo Vuorilehto Nokia
Lo Van Wachem Royal DutclVShell
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dole cuts
Beating drums, blowing whistles and ringing a 

cow bell, 25 protesting claimants invaded an Edin
burgh Benefit Office on 26 January — writes our 
'Counter Information' correspondent.

Part of the National Claim
ants Federation Week of Ac
tion, the demo was called by 
the controversial Edinburgh 
Unemployed Workers Cen
tre, to oppose the govern
ments latest benefit cut.

Since December, new regu
lations remove benefits en
tirely from those judged not to 
be ‘actively seeking work’.

Previously these claimants 
could still receive 60% of In
come Support. Underthenew 
rules claimants can havetheir 
benefit cut without warning.

‘Any victimisation of 
claimants by the authori
ties should be met by dem
onstrations and direct ac
tion at the benefit office re
sponsible’ urged the Edin

burgh demonstrators.
Other Claimants Federation 

activity included and Action 
For Benefit Rights picket of 
the Central London Employ
ment Services office on 28 
January.

Cheap Labour
The new regulations come 

on top of increased harass
ment at restart interviews. The 
government wants to cut the 
unemployment figures by 
pressuring people onto cheap 
labour schemes like Employ
ment Action, Youth Training 
Scheme and Employment 
Training. The unemployed are

not the only ones under the 
governments axe. The mis
named Child Support Act hits 
single parents, involving har
assment, and threats of bene
fit cuts. All attacks on claim
ants are an attack on the rest 
of the working class.

The facts
• Benefit rates are already 
below poverty level - bene
fits should be raised, not 
cut
•According to the govern
ments figures there are 
2,834,300 unemployed 
claimants, and only 95,000

job vacancies.
• Most of the jobs avail
able have low wages, poor 
conditions and horrific 
health and safety stan
dards. People are quite right 
to refuse crap wages and 
conditions.
• Most jobs don’t benefit 
society, they just make 
money for the rich or prop 
upthe government’s power.
• Many unemployed peo
ple spend their time In ac
tivities which directly help 
the community, through 
voluntary work or just lend
ing a hand.
• Many unemployed peo

ple do important unpaid 
work like cooking, clean
ing, caring for friends, rela
tives or children.
• Many unemployed peo
ple study part time at col
lege.

People have a right to lead 
a life of their own, at the states 
expense if necessary, the idle 
rich do it, so should we!

Claimants are organising 
themselvestofightthesecuts.
Resist to Exist.

More info from: Edinburgh 
Unemployed Workers Cen
tre, 103 Broughton Street, tel. 
031 557 0718, or write: 
EUWC, 20 Melville Terrace, 
Edinburgh, EH9 1LY



On April 1st the 
Council Tax will be 
introduced to replace the 
poll tax.

You may not be hearing 
much about it but the councils 
are in as much confusion as 
ever-spending loads bringing 
in another way of ripping us 
off. Whilst the Council Tax is 
a cl i m bdown from t he P ol I Tax, 
it still meansthe rich are better 
off than under the rates 
system - which of course 
means we are worse off! 
We’re paying for the benefits 
of the rich.

As with the Poll Tax, the 
councils are keeping as quiet 
as possible. You won’t know 
how much your bill is until 
they are about to drop through 
the letter box We predict that 
there will be some noise when 
they thump onto the hall 
carpets.
A CULTURE OF NON

PAYMENT
Councils are predicting 

problems getting people to 
pay. They fear that“A culture 
of non-payment” has 
developed; many people 
getting off with not paying the 
poll tax will encourage non
payment of Council Tax. We 
think for once their right!

They had to give up the 
idea of us all having to pay 
and so it’s back to one bill per 
household. Sent tothe‘head’ 
of the household or each flat.

The bills are based on 
house values at 1§91 prices. 
The value was worked out by 
the Inland Revenue using the 
‘the Beacon Method', ie. an 
estate agent picks out a 
‘typical’ house in your street 
and whatever value that was 
given applies to all houses on 
the street.

Which means people with 
valuable houses benefit, and 
those in poorer conditions 
are penalised. A fair tax? 
Bollocks!

You can appeal against

valuations. But you are likely 
to find that in order to get any 
reduction you would need an 
independent valuation Which 
will cost you about £150 in 
order to reduce your bill by 
£25 a year. Yet another con.

VOTE-SEEKING
Regionally, London and 

the South East, where house 
prices are highest, would be 
hit the hardest. Fearful of

bills will be £100 more than 
estimates. So if you had a 
Poll Tax bill of £300, and now 
you’re considered ‘head of the 
household’, you could have a 
bill in excess of £500.

This will affect residents 
in a household who are not 
considered the the ’head’: a 
lot of tenants will face rent 
rises from landlords who want 
to make a profit but still pass 

Hands up who's not paying?
losing those valuable votes 
which keep them in power, 
the Tories are likely to 
concentrate on any subsidies 
in this region. Votes make 
policy.

How much will these bills 
be? The estimates are putting 
it at £100 on top of the Poll 
Tax bills (though this will vary 
from region to region); and 
it’s expected that the actual

on the tax to tenants. The 
parasites will be better off, 
protected by their party, the 
Tories.

The inevitable cuts in local 
services have already 
happened up and down the 
country. Town Halls slash 
services, often claiming 
poverty whilst spending on 
campaigns to ensure that all 
Poll Tax arrears are paid.

Why don't they learn? 
They'll never get the money, 
they’ll just waste more trying 
to col lect an u ncol lectabl e tax.

In order to reduce their 
bills, NOT ours, councils will 
cut services, encouraging 
private, expensive services.. 
or no services at all.

MORE PROFIT
Though services are vital 

for our survivaLthey are given 
not as a right, but as a 
necessity for the whole class 
systemtowork. The education 
and health services are 
blinkered because it serves 
the needs of the bosses to 
have an adequate workforce, 
to employ or sack.

Transport to get us to 
work; recreation, housing and 
leisure is a bare minimum, in 
order to satisfy our needs and 
to keep us working from week 
to week. It’s also a good 
opportunity to make more and 
more profit out of us.

As for the police, the 
armed forces, prisons and 
courts, again, paid for by us: 
they are blatant tools of 
intimidation and control. And 
we are expected to pay for 
the privilege!

DON'T PAY
For those who want and 

need to keep the money 
wasted on tax, they should 
do it with pride.

We don't accept the media 
and politicians who call us 
■free-loaders' and 'scroun
gers'. Only through effective 
resistance, withholding our 
taxes, can we gain power 
and pressure against taxes 
and cuts in services.

Just remember, it wasthat 
tactic which made the most 
arrogant Tory government 
stand down on its flagship 
tax.

So make the rich pay for 
their crisis... they’ve got the 
cash.

THE WEST MIDLANDS 
is famous for it’s now 
defunct Serious Crime 
Squad; or should we say 
Serious Stitch-Up Squad.

The new year saw the 
birth of a just as new and 
necessary group: 'Families 
and Friends of Framed 
Prisoners Fightback'.
ON THE GRAPEVINE

Initiated by Birmingham 
Anarchist Black Cross (a 
political group campaigning 
for prisoner solidarity), the 
group is rapidly growing, and 
includes relatives of eleven 
framed prisoners.A speaker 
for the group explains:

“Through our own 
publicity and the prison 
grapevine we expect a lot of 
prisoners and their relatives 
to be getting in touch - we 
know this is just the tip of the 
iceberg”.

Their aims are to support 
each individual case, and

also to come together to 
expose the part played by 
solicitors, 
forensic 
scientists, 
judges, the 
press and 
private 
detectives, in 
frame-ups.

It’s not just 
a few bad
cops, it’s a 
rotten 
orchard.

Frame- 
ups are co
mmon police 
practice 
designed to 
criminalise the 
working class. 
The campaign 
is made up of
100% working class people 
to prove it.

Many of the relatives of 
framed men have voiced 
their disgust at the way that 

they’ve been treated by 
‘Liberty’ (National Campaign 

for Civil
Liberties). 

This 
middle 
class liberal 
group 
includes 
solicitors 
and pro- 
b a t i o n 
officers 
who’re only 
feeding 
their own 
egos.

T h e y 
represent 
only the 
110% sure 
cases 
cases that 
they know

they’ll win; therefore leaving 
the rest literally in jail.

The families’ campaign 
gives those directly affected 
the chance to say what they 
really want and to vent their 
anger, so often suppressed 
by ‘the professionals’.

WON'T GO AWAY!
Their committment and 

solidarity speaks for itself:
“We are not going to go 

away, we are going to 
become a thorn in the side 
of the Home Office by taking 
action as often as possible.

We won’t politely ask 
for justice, we are going 
to demand It loud and 
clear”.

For More Info.: 
Birmingham 

FFFPF c/o Box 3, 
190 Alum Rock Rd, 

Saltley, Birmingham 
B8.

THE LATEST CHAPTER OFTHE NEW WORLD ORDER 
opened when U.S. Marines entered Somalia early In 
December.

Their mission? To rescue the country from famine and civil 
war between rival gangs high on local drug, ’’gat''.

As usual, things aren’t always what they seem. It appears 
the marines are also having to fight off rival gangs of camera- 
toting bandits, desperate to keep reality at bay, whatever the 
cost.

Relief workers and CNN reporters have agreed that the 
CNN coverage cost more than the entire food relief operation 
mounted by CARE International in Baidoa where 100 people 
a day are dying from starvation.

The real reasons behind the US intervention have got 
nothing to do with feeding starving children. There is enough 
food, but it costs money. Many Somalis are starving In relief 
camps close to markets full of food. Rich people never 
starve. Poor people do.

Somalia is one of the most aid dependent countries on the 
planet. 93% of this 'aid' comes from America and as a 
condition has to be spent on US exports. During the 80’s, the 
US sent half a billio'n dollars worth of arms to Somalia, which 
are now being used to terrorise the people of Mogadishu, and, 
ironically to take pot shots at the US troops themselves.

BUYING GUNS, NOT BAKING BREAD
Somalia also has an external debt of $2 billion. Of course, 

Western banks and Governments want their cash back. To do 
this they use a firm of bailiffs going by the name of the 
International Monetary Fund, which after taking control of the 
Somali economy, began a 'Structural Adjustment' programme. 
Government spending on social services was slashed by 
75%, wages frozen, and trade liberalised, especially in the 
field of arms spending.

Local farmers were encouraged to grow crops for export 
rather than to feed the country, and the cash made from the 
exports was taken by the Western banks.

US FORCES: THE CAMERA ATHE GUM
However, since the collapse of the Siad Barne dictatorship 

in December 1990, the IMF has had no firm Government 
through which to implement its policies and the economy has 
collapsed.

And so, enter the US, stepping in to judge the best local 
ruling class to defend Western capitalist interests. The winners 
will receive even more guns, and more cash to spend on 
paying back their debts.

WHAT CAN WE DO THEN?
So, what is the answer? Class War believes the best way 

to help someone eIse's revolution is to start your own: By 
destroying our ruling class and their Capitalist system, by 
raising the stakes in our part in the class struggle, countries 
like Somalia will be able to breathe asigh of relief, afterthegrip 
of capitalism is loosened - and finally get on with sorting out 
their problems for themselves. It might sound far-fetched, but 
it's the only long-lasting solution - a real one, a million miles 
removed from guilty, hand wringing, rock megastars and their 
self-gratifying 'Live Aid', Freddie Mercury Aid or bolster up the 
nearest out-of-date pop singer's career in the name of charity 
mega-crap-extravaganza: these events change nothing.

The people of Somali can start by turning their gups on 
their own warlords and parasitic drug barons, and bootinp out 
the United Nations bootboys (and their bootboys), making 
sure the next few chapters of the New World Order get even 
stickier. Good luck to them!
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LETTERS ON 
ALL SUBJECTS 
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Dear CW
Here’s a letter for all you rebels 

out there who do rebellious things 
to try and smash the state and 
make our country [and the world] 
fair, but think we never get re
sults:

We got rid of Thatcher, and the 
poll tax is on the way out, so let’s 
keep up the pressure and see how 
good things can really get.

Dig your heels in boys and girls 
it’s up to all of us to make this 
country sound.

Let’s smash the state and kill off 
all capitalism and greed once and 
for all. Just a bit of resistance by 
each of us all adds up, so don’t 
feel disheartened. Each action you 
make helps make the resistance 
to the Tories greater, and makes 
OUR goal of a classless society 
one step nearer.

Yours sincerely
Louis
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like to nominate Broxtowe councils’ (ex) 
‘senior recovery officer, Howard Jeffrey 
Knott for a ‘total arse of the month’ 
award.

Up till recently he was happy 
sending non-payers to jail, and the 
bailiffs round to peoples homes. But he 
has since jacked in his job, but 
obviously not because of a sudden 
attack of ‘guilty conscience’. The little 
bastard went and got a job with the 
local bailiffs - M. A. Julious. The very 
same firm Broxtowe had been using to 
collect unpaid poll tax, until they lost 
their contract for being crap. 
Cheers,
Mark, Nottingham
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Dear Class War
I was recently chatting to a local poll 

tax activist at a court hearing for poll 
tax non-payers. She started talking 
about slugs. At first I didn’t know what 
she was talking about, until she told me 
that was her name for the police.

Brilliant name for ‘em! I’d never 
thought about it before, but it’s perfect. 
I mean, they do leave a trail of slime 
wherever they go. She also told me her 
young son calls their cars ‘slug shells’.

Well that did it for me. No longer 
would the words pig, filth or old bill 
pass my lips. It’s slugs and slugs only 
from now on!

On a completely separate issue, I’d
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Dear Class War
With the continuing recession, rising unemployment, and a lot of our class feeling really 

skint, I’d just like to remind people that there are still 300 shoplifting days left ‘till Christmas. 
Could people also remember to do a bit of five fingered discounting for others less fortunate 

than themselves, like the old folk, disabled and people with young children, who aren’t always 
able to do their own shoplifting.

Yours sincerely,
S. Bigcoat, Leeds . . .
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Hello!
Dear Class War
One feels one gets rather a 

bad deal from your dreadfully 
vulgar tabloid.

Ok-ya, so one does have 
rather a considerable amount of 
money, castles, yachts etcetera 
etcetera, but come on I’ve had a 
fucking shite year, so don’t tell 
me about suffering and hardship,

Yours regally
HRH The Queen
PS loved the hospitalised aristo’s 

photos, can we get Margaret in the 
next one?
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Dear CLASS WAR,
Recently I attended a political 

debating society meeting at 
Edinburgh University. However, 
instead of the usual snotty posh 
shite, we had Nicky Fairbairn, that 
old Tory tosser who embarrases 
Scotland every time he ventures out 
in his ridiculous tartan suits.

He had been invited by the 
society to debate upon the world’s 
population explosion but was nearly 
laughed out of the hall when he 
appeared wearing a hideous day
glo pair of yellow and black tartan 
leggings.

The laughing stopped when he 
started blaming the crisis in the 
Third world as an excuse for the 
West’s problems. People started 
heckling him to which he replied to 
one justifiably abusive girl: “You 
silly rude little bitch. As a potential 
breeder you should be careful on 
what you bring into the world” (I!!!) 

Fairbairn eventually had to pack 
up early as there was no way folk 
would stand for that drivel. He left 
the meeting sporting a black eye he 
picked up at Edinburgh airport that 
week, its a shame we didn’t add to 
it! Nicky Fairbairn - the best case 
for euthanasia I’ve ever seen.

Yours,
A student Supporter, 

Edinburgh.

Essex and 
proud

Dear the rest of Class War
Those fucking scum, the tabloids 

AND the big papers, are always 
rubbishing the men and women of 
Essex.

Well, Watt Tyler who killed a poll 
tax collector and led the 1381 poll 
tax uprising was an Essexman. So 
was Dick Turpin - the highway man 
- who robbed the rich scum of 
Essex.

We can feel proud of these two 
Essex working class heroes. It 
shows that Essex can produce 
some real mean, cool dude, rich 
hating rebels, so our county can’t 
be so bad!

Essex CW
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INVOLVED!
Class War is active in most towns and cities.
If you want to find out more and get involved in
your area, write to your closest regional secretary
using the list below:

1 WEST SCOTLAND: PO Box 496. Glasgow G14
2 EAST SCOTLAND: PO Box 1021. Edinburgh EH8 9PW
3 NORTH: PO Box 1QF. Newcastle-U-Tyne NE99
4 N.EAST: Temporarily contact via W.MIDS
5 N.WEST: PO Box HP 51. Leeds LS6 1Xd

6E.MIDLANDS: c/o vv. Midlands address
7 W.MIDS: PO Box 2531. Smethwick, Warley B66 2NH
8 WALES: c/o CSG. PO Box 368. Cardiff CF2 1SQ
9 E.ANGLIA: PO Box 467. London E8 3QX
10 LONDON- PO Box 467. London E8 3QX
11 S.EAST: Temporarily contact via London
12 S.WEST: PCW PO Box 108. Plymouth, Devon
13 IRELAND CW Supporters: c/o W. MIDS address

ONLY A FEW LEFT!
CLAsSCLASS WAR COLLIERS: c/o Dave Douglass, NUM Of- send to; pew, po box 108, plymouth.

fice, Hatfield Main Colliery Stainforth, Doncaster.
CW HEALTHWORKERS: c/o Derby address
CW BIKERS: c/o Derby Address
CW POSTALWORKERS: c/o Glasgow address

INTERNATIONAL

i

INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY: c/o N WEST address
FINLAND CW: SAL Class War. PO Box 7, 00801, Hel
sinki. Finland
GERMANY CW: St. Pauli Str. 2800. Bremen 1, Germany
USA CW:
New York CW: PO Box 20370, Tompkins Sq. Stn. NYC
10009
Tacoma, WA. CW: c/o Bayou La Rose, 302 N ‘J‘ St. i

Yes, there's just a small stock reTacoma, WA 98403
Twin Cities CW: c/o Profane Existence. PO Box 8722,
Minneapolis MN 55408
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£5 FOR 220... £10 FOR 500 I

Oi, Readers f

please note that postage and packing
prices are separate for each item...so if
you're buying Class War Merchandise,
don't forget to send enough money to
cover the postage for EVERYTHING you
want. THANKS!
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Due to it costing a fortune to send goods overseas, please use 
the following rates when placing your order:
Any order upto £3 - double the price. £3-£20 - add 50% to total 
price. These rates cover EVERYTHING including subscrip
tions. (the only thing not covered is bulk orders which have their 
own rates). We can only accept International Money Orders, 
Eurocheques or British or U.S. currency. We can only send 
out goods if the correct money was included in the order.
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Disorder" is out now. If you buy it through us you can get 
it for £6.00, instead of the usual £8.00 in the shops.
And that includes post & packing!
130 pages of the best articles, pictures and graphics from 
the first 50 editions of CLASS WAR.

badge of the best 
logo in town.. 

£1.50 each inc.
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BACK ISSUES "price" number" totaI
1 ISSUES 23-25 50p 1
■ISSUES 26-52 20p 1
LBOOKS 1

I
! DECADE OF.. £6.00 1

1
(THIS IS CW 1

1
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I
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j PACK 25 £1.00
■1

I PACK 60 £2.00 1
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LBADGE £1.50 1
L T-SHIRTS 1
>JUST do it 1
■new homes 1
■CLASS WAR 1
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|by ALL MEANS 1

1J DON'T FORGET1 YOUR ADDRESS! GRAND TOTAL £—1
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PUBLIC EYE

Shown after Coronation 
Street one Friday in January, 
this was a programme we 
might have expected to think 
would be informative and 
instructive - it’s blurb claimed 
that the documentary would 
be looking at the recent 
activities of the British National 
Party and "asking questions 
of how the problem could be 
tackled". Instead it was an 
exercise in scare-mongering. 
It asked no questions 
whatsoever as to what could
be done to oppose the fascists 
- it failed to mention work done 
by active anti-fascists up and 
down the country. It was as if 
we were all powerless.

It’s treatment of the BNP 
was crass and ignorant, 
highlighting only the fear they 
cause. The BNP were por
trayed as a movement on the 
rise, and we as it’s passive 
victims.

J'

origins,

In fact, the games have 
tended to move on 
{superficially, at least) from 
their all-male violent arcade

There’s been a bit of a 
boom in these recently - what 
with their own TV 
programmes and tabloid 
columns, not to mention the 
fact that megabillions of them 
have been sold over 
Christmas and new year. 
Predictably, there’s 
been a moral panic 
about kids either not 
doing their homework 
or being led into a life 
of crime after playing 
“Splatterhouse 2" or 
whatever.

A lot of this panic 
cab be put down to the 
usual misunderstanding 
ofyouth" culture, jdong- 
sideatouch of bigotry. Let’s 
face it, if a kid spent all day 
playing chess, people would 
be calling them a genius.

They’re criticised for being 
“uneducational" - no wonder 
they sell so well. This is games 
culture aimed at the Bart 
Simpson Generation; under
achieving - and proud of it.

d 
towards more problem 
solving and lateral thinking 
games, like Scrabble - some 
even have a veneer of "social 
concern” such as Sega’s 
trendy liberal new dolphin 
game "Ecco”. Should be

“United Colors of 
Blaggers ITA” is available 
from DS4A, Box 8,82 Colston 
St, Bristol, Avon, UK.

STEREO MCS
“CONNECTED” LP

This is the Stereo 
MCs’ second album. The 
first was good; and here 
they’re much matured. 
It’s brilliant!

Strong bass and drums 
from start to finish, with 
always tuneful and often very 
jazzy melodies over the top 
played on a variety of 
instruments - piano, sax, 
guitar - or sung. And that 
voice... well! Very sexy, very 
seductive. The lyrics are 
sussed. Nothing political with 
a capital “P”, but lots of stuff 
about down-to-earth things: 
relationships, or some people 
having more than others...

The whole thing makes 
you feel good. Isn’t that what 
music’s for?

Definitely worth a listen!

LP
Blaggers ITA - they’re 

more a gang than a pop group, 
which would be fine if their 
gang didn’t resort so often to 
football-chant simplicity. 
Behind the punk/ska/rap 
hybrid lies a well-thought-out 
working class consciousness. 
The lyrics littered with 
admirable anti-fascist, anti
capitalist polemic. The music 
rises and falls, chops and 
changes, the weak production 
made up for in the strength of 
the sentiments. Good stuff.

But the whole blood 'n' 
guts roar of this record - and 
it’s spot-on lyrical sense - is 
smothered in a din of rabble- 
rousing and air-punching. 
Everyone likes a singalong, 
fully-throated chorus, but 
overdoing it leaves you 
screaming along aimlessly. 
Go and see them live-they’re 
one of Britain’s most 
outspoken anti-fascist bands.

BLAGGERS ITA 
“UNITED COLORS 

OF BLAGGERS ITA”

z

called Eeucho!
But the bottom line with 

the games, as usual, is that 
they are designed to fit neatly 
into the most cynical game of 
all - making as much profit as 

possible from as little 
expense. What’s new? 

One novel ploy that 
Sega and Nintendo 
use is the addition of 
"cheats” built intothe 
games, enabling you 
to take short cuts, 
finishing the game 
quicker and pre
sumably getting 
bored enough with 

easy success to tempt 
you into buying another.

This is made worse by 
the control Sega and 
Nintendo have over the 
games market, tailoring 
games only to their own 
machines. The real loser Is 
the person buying these 
games at such stupid prices!

The reality isthatthe BNP 
and it’s international com
rades, arevictlmsthemselves
of capitalism’s divisive nature. 
And that the BNP are being 
opposed and beaten at every 
turn by the people who work 
to educate, organise and 
physically confront fascists as 
they attempt to mobilise.

This was a liberal, 
whingeing documentary with 
neither guts nor honesty. Bad 
telly - give me Coronation 
Street any day!

INCIDENTAL BIT
The new catalogue 

from AK press is just out, 
and well worth getting a 
look at. AK publish some 
of their own stuff - such as 
Danny Burns' "Poll Tax 
Rebellion” which we 
reviewed lastyear- as well 
as selling hundreds of 
cracking booksmailorder. 
Send fro the catalogue 
from AK. 22 Lutton Place, 
Edinburgh. Scotland. EH8

CASSETTE “UNDEFEATED” A MINERS

MUSIC FOR THE MINERS

out of Whitney Houston’s 
depressing warbling. 
Excellent recordings, 
brilliantly packaged, and 
containing specially record
ed and relevant songs from 
people like Martin Carthy, 
Attila the Stock-broker, 
Chumbawamba, Leon 
Rosselson, TV Smith and 
Tom Robinson.

You can get it from Fuse 
Records, 32 Nethergreen 
Road, Sheffield Sil 7EJ.

BENEFIT COMPILATION
This beautifully com

piled and presented double 
cassette LP is the antidote 
to the barren pop pap which 
has become a soundtrack 
to the Tory’s decimation of 
the mining communities.

A 32 track salute to and
for the miners, put out’to 
raise a bit of cash and a lot 
of sense.

It’s varied, compelling,
and often moving stuff, and 
deserves to be up there 
knocking two shades of shit

FEEL THE FEAR AND DO IT ANYWAY
Susan Jeffers — Arrow Books £4.99

Really crap tital, it looks 
like one of those self- 
indulgent, "Let's all be happy, 
no matter whether we're rich 
or poor" books but this one is 
good

Self-empowerment for 
class-warriors and ordinary 
folk alike! You've heard the 
expression "take control of 
your own life" but what does it 
really mean? Is it really

possible in this capitalist class 
divided society? This book 
gives realistic practical exe
rcises for boosting personal 
power, gaining more self- 
esteem, and turning fear into 
a useful tool for life (and 
revolution). Its dead easy to 
read, and hard to put down 
once you've started reading 
it. This book changes lives!

RESERVOIR DOGS
A film doing the 

rounds now, this is gut
wrenching violence dealt 
with in a way that really 
turns your stomach 
inside out. None of this 
phoney macho Hollywood 
crap - the blood in “Reservoir 
Dogs" comes accompanied 
with the prolonged agony of 
several slow deaths 
dominating the entire film.

The one good line in the 
script belongs to the robber 
who’s asked if he killed 
anyone during the opening 
bank raid. “No," he replies,

straight-faced, "no people. Just 
a cop."

That apart, the film trades 
mostly on vacuous arguments 
and blood-curdling torture 
scenes. Okay, so the guy 
getting his face smashed up is 
a cop, but it’s all done by a 
psychotic wasterwith bloodlust 
and you’re being invited quite 
openly to pitch in your 
sympathy with the police. 
Typical!

A distasteful film full of 
sharp suits, cool sunglasses 
and three million gallons of 
blood

IN PRINT
TOP CUT

“Powercut 2"—available 
from BM Powercut, London 
WC1N 3XX for £1 (make 
cheques payable to 'D. 
Gauntlett’)

'Powercut’ is an irregular 
and very occasional pub
lication that is well worth

reading. It aims to be about 
“accessible and relevant 
sexual politics” but (unlike 
other magazines on such 
topics) doesn’t disappear up 
its own arse. It’s got articles 
on everything from "Sister
hood and intimidation" to 

“Goddess 
spirituality” 
(which is 
rightly 
attacked). If 
we are to be 
serious 
about 
creating a 
new society, 

then our 
struggles 
must go be
yond the 
boundaries 
of economic 
and politics 
and consider 
all aspects of 
our daily lives 
-this 
magazine 
helps to open 
some of the 
closed doors.

PARENTS!
Unwilling to buy your child 'Action Man' but 

unable to find a suitable ALTERNATIVE? 
Give your child this super

☆ A NEW MAN doll ☆ ☆

WASHABLE BEARD

RANGE OF OOOGY PULLOVERS

PULL THE STRING TO HEAR HIM SPEAK: 
*1 need to see my therapist*; 'There's no 
need to get angry*; "Don't be negative, 
be positive*; 'Which way is it to the 
forest?*; ‘Let's sing a song and we'll 
all feel better*; ‘Men are oppressed too 
you know*; and many morel!

Comes complete with drum, face-paint 
and limited awareness

FOR THE RACIALLY AWARE 
we can also supply this doll as a coloured gentleman. Then you can live in your posh 

suburb or village and walk for miles around and never see a Mack person, and yet 
your child will have a plastic one to patronise, all of their ownl

ALSO AVAILABLE, FOR ADULTS: 
our successful board “EXCUSE t**

The object of this game N to make excuses for your hopeless and hypocritical behaviour 
without blaming your mother more than twice in one minute. Purchasers who bought th«s 
game following our advert In Achilles Heel reported they found It "unbelievably difficult*.

•to* iwi £50 Tiom'' £60 Me £10 w Hmm Mnd ordrs to Tvdy Grm Ltd. r a wry wtsjr area of Lror. 
-------------- -

BASHING THE BASTARDS
“The 43 Group” by Morris 

Beckman (Centerprise 
Publications)

This book is subtitled “the 
untold story of the fight against 
fascism” and is written by a 
founder member of an 
organisation known as ‘the 
43 Group was set up in 1946 
by mainly Jewish ex- 
servicemen who were 
appalled to see the fascists 
openly organising in this 
country. No-one else would 
do anything about them (like 
the government, the police, 
the established organisations) 
so they decided that they had 
to do it themselves. And they 
had no illusions about how to 
treat the fascists — physical 
confrontation was the way 
forward and there are some 
excellent stories here of the

fascists getting badly turned 
over.

There are a few short 
comings in the book — for 
example, there is no attempt 
to explain the rise in fascism 
and the links between fascists 
and the state are never fully 
developed. It would be worth 
reading 'Fascism and Anti— 
Fascism’ by Jean Barrot 
(recently republished by 
Unpopular books) to get a 
view on the political aspects 
of the struggle against fascist 
ideas. Nonetheless, ‘The 43 
Group’ is a good read — as it 
says in the introduction, 
(which, amazingly, is by Vidal 
Sassoon, another member of 
the group): “Never again! 
became a command not a 
slogan”... some words that a 
lot of the left today have 
seemingly forgotten.
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This was, and still is, 
part of the hidden agenda 
of the police, what they're 
really there to do and who 
for. The Police Forces of 
this country always deny 
that they're one body. 
They're obviously talking 
through their helmets:

The Association of 
Police Chiefs works as a 
co-ordinating body fortheir 
political agenda. They

of course the poll tax 
uprisings, the police were 
very quickly developing a 
more political role.

Even the whingeing 
liberal middle classes were 
getting scared of the 
growing powers of the 
police in such con
frontations and disputes.

During the trial of the 
miners arrested during 
The Battle of Orgreave' 
(1984), for the first time it 
was revealed that there 
was an internal document

Now, more than ever, 
their public credibility is 
shot to pieces; and so is 
their image,of being all- 
powerful - the fear factor's 
being reduced.

In January 1993, a 
crowd of youth surrounded 
and attacked a police 
station in Nailsea, near 
Bristol. One lad had been 
nicked, for swearing at a 
copper, of all things (!) so 
his friends decided to have 
ago. Even in its own lair, 
the Beast is vulnerable!

warriors'. Some are by 
nasty bastards who'd 
batter their own if they got 
in their way. These people 
are, to say the least, 
seriously misguided and 
it's up to us to sort 'em out.

The real point is that if 
we are serious abouttaking 
back control of our lives, 
and trying to make our 
world a better place, then 
the police are a day-to-day 
obstacle that we have to 
overcome.

When they lose public

Please send me the next
□ Turbo sub (cost £10.00)
This is a supporters sub. You get 6 issues, a copy of unfinished business 

and this is class war plus 3 back issues and stickers and a badge.

□ 12 issues (cost £5.00)

□ 6 issues (cost £2.50)

(widely read within the 
Force') called 'The Public 
Order Manuar.

WHAT ARE THEY

COP CULTURE
They argue that they're 

'no better or worse than 
the general public'. Even if 
this were true, which it is 
NOT, the power they 
exercise makes it much 
easier for them to carry out 
(and get paid for) anti
social beahviour.

They get away with 
more racism, sexism and 
gay-bashing than the 
average bigot on the street.

I
■ger a nea< 
■me crowd ■■■■■■■■■■■ ■

\ -

overseas orders seejnter- 
I national rates page 14.

Go on, 
■aet a head of

CALLTHEM what you 
want: pigs, Babylon, the 
Beast or just the plain 
old filth; one thing is for 
certain, as we venture 
further into the '90s, the 
police are going to have 
a rough ride.

On-duty or off duty, they 
seem to be on the wrong 
side of a good beating, for 
a change. The Dixon of 
Dock Green image is well 
and truly buried, along with 
a long line of other PCs 
who have kicked the 
bucket.

Gone are the days 
when most of our class are 
shocked at attacks on the 
cops.
LACK OF RESPECT

When Harry Roberts 
killed three coppers in the 
Summer of 1966, the public 
outcry raised £70,000 in 
donations to the dead 
coppers' families. No 
doubt, some were from 
blinkered working class 
people who saw the police 
as a neutral and respecful 
institution.

Now, in the 1990s, this 
clearly is not the case. Still, 
some people hold the 
police in high esteem, but 
the number of people who 
see the cops as their 
enemy is on the increase. 
Bad news, Constables, the 

trend is 
unlikely to 
reverse itself! 

During the 
'80s, the Tha
tcher regime 
gave more 
powers to the 
police. They 
used the pol

ice to a much greater deg
ree; they knew that their 
agenda to change the 
shape of Britain would 
seriously rock the boat - 
conflict was inevitable, 
and the New Right under 
her, used the cops as their 
first line of attack.

From the pre-planned 
confrontation with the 
Miners in '84-85, to the 
inner city rebellions, and 
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want more power to go 
about their business.

So what is their 
business? Having the clout 

to go into cer
tain districts, 
unrestrained 
by a lack of 
officers and 
more import
antly, by the 
calls of mod
eration from 
the liberal est

ablishment on heavy 
policing tactics. Control of 

the streets 
is the num
ber one pr
iority of the 
cops, and 
don't they 
just love to 
try it on? 

But the 
powers go 
beyond 
what is 
considered 
as "hostile 
areas". 
They want 
to control all 
areas - to 
be and rem
ain the big
gest gang 
in town. 

T ake for 
instance, 
festivals 
and raves. 
Last Sum
mer, in the 
massively 
expensive 

'Operation Nomad' three 
different police forces tried 
to stop the Avon free 
festival from happening. 
The result, to their horror, 
was to create the biggest 
festival/rave that this 
country's ever seen.

If you think how difficult 
it is to stop vehicles from 
parking up on any piece of 
common land, throughout 
three counties, you get an 
idea of the massive scale 
of their operation.

The police continued 
their 'no party here' policy 
throughout the Summer.
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So despite EMILLIONS 
being spent on the 
establishment's ideo
logical war - sympathetic 
newspaper articles, cop 
series, Crimewatch, 
Neighbourhood watch etc., 
to get us to support the 
police, the reality of the 
cops' power hits people in 
their daily lives.

WE DON'Tsay all 
attacks on the cops are 
done by 'class concious
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What are they afraid of? 
What are they upto? Well, 
it's sim pie, they can't stand, 
they in fact hate, anything 
outside their official control. 
Raves and festivals are 
obvious no-go zones for 
the cops; it is also a self
organised culture.

They'd rather stop all 
these free parties in favour 
of legal, paying raves that 
are infinitely easier to 
control. Ravers and 
travellers are waiting for 
the Spring assault. What 
lengths will they go to stop 
partying...and have they 
thought how difficult we'll 
be to police when they're 
chasing around the Green 
fields of England after 
party-goers? 
A STITCH-UP IN TIME

Many people languising 
in our jails are innocent. 
It's not exaggeration that 
most police forces practice 

frame-ups.
It means 

higher arrest 
and con
viction rates 
ie better 
"performance 
indicators"; 
for more fund
ing, and more

Brownie points for those 
eager constables working 
their way to promotion and 
more power.

On top of their power- 
mad policies, the Force has 
within its ranks EVERY 
form of bigotry and 
prejudice that makes our

the obvious political 
tools of our masters; when 
they lose the sole right to 
use violence - that is when 
our struggle can be so 
much stronger - by their 
weakness.

When the police are no 
longer able to control the 
working class through fear, 
violence, misplaced 
respect, and stitch-ups, we 
have the option to act in 
solidarity to sweep away 
the things that screw up 
our class and our world. 

< The cops 
are the ruling 
class's boot 
boys and 
girls, purely 
and simply.

VIOLENCE 
IS POWER: 

THEIRS 
AND OURS.


