= It N L )
SPANISH INFORMATION NETWORK, c/o 39 VESTA ROAD, BROCKLEY, LONDON, SE4 27N>

Unce again the MNew Year bresk has spawned another copy of Sinsws (with
yvet another new address ~ more permenant this time,’ 1 won't make any
cromises about when the nest issue 1s coming owt, thouwgh there may be somne
more to say about the resulis of the slections soon, and I still live in
mope that 111 find someons who speaks Swedish to transiate some articles
ot of TRAL Eontact’,

Mumber 16 may well be a special issue dedicated to the Spanish Dockers -
recent developments in their union being relevant to ancther project whioh
I am trying to get off the ground, namely the Direct Democracy Neiwork,
(ose end of this isssues )

ELECT IONM IRESUILT = :

So far (ie as of 'Rojo y Negro' for November) the CGT seems to have made

-t
a steady, but not spectacular, improvemsnt in 1ts position, (Ses SIinNews no,
11, 12 & 13 for the background to the following stories, )
SEAT: In the elections celebrated on Ooctober S5th the CGT's delegates in all
four sites.went from 22 to 20 (oul of a total of 1&3ﬁ. The spectacular rise
in the 'Zona Franca' factory of 1988 - from 5 'ﬁj i/ — has talien . Dack" 10
i1, but at the same time they now have 4 delegates in ‘El Frat' (%) where

previously they had none, Essentially, they are pleased 1o consolidate the
gains of '88 at this level, bearing in mind the esgually melteoric rise and
fall of the CGT's Metro bDramch in Barcelona a few vears betors,

The CCOO has continued it's decline (from &2 in 1986, to 4% now) and the
UGT, despite gaining 2 extra delegates to give it 70 is still short of
having an overall majority, LAE (the Basgue wunion which works closly with
COATY has almost doubled its numbers to 7, whilst ELA (the reformist Basous
uniond has 1ost its last remaining deledatis,

CHET and LAE are the only unions at SEAT who are fighting to prevent the
moaEniah fas:tm*ies being reduced to merese assembly plants, Thay are also

against the 'efficiency pact’' signed by UGT and CO (fechnicians union)
whirh guarentees peace for two yvears in return for a token wage increase,
About 20 workers have still refused to individually sign this pact, even
thaugh this means they do not get the increase in pay, (Dee also a similar

story from Michelin, Sinews no, 13, p.ol
Cat re Ettlf merged with CIS (Izguierda Sindical) and CUDA, as well as
ose links with CTCT - all three of which are groups who broke with

the LCDQ because of their reformism,

The CGT's afiliation has grown from around a hundred in 'S to one
thousand, and the Falf times this number of workevs voited for CGT
candicdates,

Five days after the elections were over SEAT anounced that 200 femporary
workers would not have thelr coniracis renswed,

The twelth pact at SEAT - signed by UGT and CC only, in May 83 - wal
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declared ilegal in June this vear following on objections from CGT that
did not get the minimam 50% of commitise voiles required by law,

(k3 ‘Frat’ is the catalan word for a hollow in the ground, alright?
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MICHELIN: 98% of the workforce voted in the latest elections at Michelin in
Vitoria (capital of the Basque country) and CGT got a third of the vote
taking it from 5 to 7 delegates out of a total of 20, CCUD also got 7/
delegates, and UGT got 4 (both losing one delegate compared o 1956} The
smaller unions (UST and CUIS) are in agreement with the CGT's rejection of
the 'fifth shift system', so the 4 delegates that they got belween them
gives an even split between ‘ves' and 'no' on the committes, In terms of
actual votes, there was a slight majority against the fifth shift (1,500 vs
1,300) which is similar to the result of a previous refersandum,

As of the celebrations to mark one year of preventing the lmplementation
of the fifth shifi there had been about 50 demonstrations and strikes Toow
place each weekend,

FORD: A referendum, held during March at the Ford factory in Alnussates -

for which UGT proposed a vote in favour of  the agreement they had
negotiated- was defeated by 5,500 votes 1o 4,000 following a Joint campalgn

by CGT and CCOO, even though UGT has 13 delegates and the other unions have
oitly & and 12 respecively, The turnout was 20%

Following on from this result, CGT, CCOO and UGT all backed a series of 4
hour strikes in each of the 4 shifts to force the management to raturn to
the negotiating table, As a resulil a new agreement was reached, which made
26% (ie 800 of the part-time workers full-time and gave wage rises of 2, 5%
and 1.5% ahead of inflation for low and high paid workers respeciively,
This was accepted by 2 to0 1 in a referendum, |

Ford held its elections early, on July 26th, but the next issue Of R v N
(no, 213 savs nothing about the results, |, curious, '

BANKING: The CGT's increase in delegates from 220 in '86 to 377 now would
have been more of a cause for celebration if 1t weren't for the fact that
they had hoped to get above the 10% of delegates needed to give them
negotiating rights on a national level, As it is, they have reached & 07%
which is not Dad,

In March of this year, Izguierda Sindical Banco (ISB) -~ a group which
broke away from CCO0 when it signed an agreement in '&8 even though this
had been defeated by referendum - affiliated to the CGT's banking section,
FESIBAC, after a special conference, They have around 400 members and 70
delegates, being especially strong in Banco Bilbao, (Hee page 3 for
comment, )

in April the Banco Exterior section of CAT (an autonomous uniont also
affiliated to CGT,

FASA-RENAULT: The number of CET delegates in all the company's sites has
doubled to 22, even though they did not have any candidates in Madrid or
tevilla, Nevertheless their delegates in Falencia and the main sites in
Valladolid (both about 100 miles north west of Madrid) gives them 20,1% of
the delegates nationally, which even allows them to overcome a special
agresment which prevents unions having national negotiating rights at FASA-
RENAULT unless they get 15% of the vots,
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CGT OPPOSITION - ALIVE, BUT NOT KICKING,

The following reports were drawn from various papsrs and informed Dy &
letter from Graham Eelsey, sent in May this year, Unfortunately he has now
Le t Spain, which will be a serious blow to Sinews, (Apologies to Graham
for some minor errors in reproducing his report on the 1ith congress in
anew& o, 140

The radical opposition within CGT which arose following the 1ith Congress
in Decembsr '5%9 dossn't sesm to have made much impact, The Andalusian

region came to a separate agreement with the national commiities which

invalved delays in implementing the new “on=t1+UsLnn in that region and the
next national plenum (on Februaru 24th, '90) calling an extraordinary
congress in the first guater of 1931 to deal exclusively with the subject
of the organisation's statutes, (Graham also confirmed my impression that
Malaga is more radical than the other parts of Andalucia, )

in Madrid, the branch at Banco Central have pulled out of the
organisation altogether, setting uwp with their own local under the name
‘Alternativa Libertaria' (see below), The Metro Dbranch  organised a
successful strike in April despite opposition from the reformist unions, , .
bt wsming the initials CONT, Nevertheless they were supporisd by the COl, A
simliiar strike by the autonomous grouwp ‘Flatforma Sindical’ against the MY
DLS COmMpENY WAS 2 nassive success, (See p 4 The teachers union suspendsed

all aawnm*ats tix the organisation, pending a congress which 11t hoped o

organise with the two wunions mentionsed above in June '20 (Fresumably this
dicin't happen,

L& ﬁﬁggﬁi 0 tar 1 have only received the first, Mavday, copy of this
new magazine from the vadicals who oppose the changes in CGET, but it has
soms interesting stuff in it, Contact: € 7/ Ciceron 8, 28020 Madrid

HEALTH WORKERS OF #MALAGA: At the eleventh ocongress small mathamatical
majorities were allowed 0 out welgh dialogue and compromise, but althouah
we atitended the mesting at San Fernando de Henares (see SZinews no, 13} we do
not wish o cause further splits within the organisation, We ask comrades
to adopt a reasonable attitude, but even so we are unable o accept any
agresment reached by a 30% voile (see 1DE, below), proportional votes in the
plenaries, or the use of ‘commissions of conflict' to decide disagresments,
We welcome the comrades from Izguierda Sindical, but have 1o ask why the
organisation paid such a high price to get them,

SANCO CENTRAL: The 1i1th congress was a disaster for anarcho-syndicalism,

especially the decision to remove the wliimate power of decision fTrom the
assemblies, in favour of the delegates on the commities, (That's a new one

on me - M,F,]1 Rather than pretend it is still possible to work within the
CGET, we will follow the examples of EMT and the Madrid Metro, by setting
gurselves uwp as an autonomows wnion which is going o be known as
flternativa Libertaria, CF Reina 15, Madrid, Tel: 522, ,1158%,

IZQUIERDA SINDICAL: {(an article by Miguel Angel Fascual of Banco Hispano
Americans, } The sodifications necesary to lubricate this merger were made
petween members of La Liga Communista Revolutionaria (LCR) and ilmportant
menbers of the CGT, prior to the 1ith congress - specifically opermitiing
members of political parties to hold office in the CGET, giving politica
recognition t0 minorities of 30% or move [meaning what?l, and giving wnion
plenums decision making powers over the heads of the general assemblies,

A1 though  these points were smoothed over at the latest plenum of the
confederal committee [on February 24th, 1990,1, this will only weaken ihe
opposition movemnment, without really improving things,

Affiliations from IS5 have only occured in SEAT, Banco Madrid and
Metalworkers Barcelona and the members of CGT in Canaries, Aragon (eg
aragozalr and Gallicia have been especially digruntled by the oulcome of

LATE
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IR COUNITress ,

February 91, ({3) Mo, 15




ON THE BUSES, ., .
EMT & METRC STRIEKE: two summarised articles,

From La Estiba, by Santi,
The 22 day EMT strike paralised the city of Madrid and was held in

defiance of the Works Commities, which is run by the reformist wnions, EMT
nas 7,000 workers in o different sites, They organised via assembliss and a
strike committes, which published 6,500 copies of a daily bulletin at 5,30
gach morning o explain what had happened the day before and make proposals
to be discussed in that day's assemblies,

In August 1288 a few comrades formed 'Flatforma Sindical' (Fz), When the
negotiations between UGT/CCO0 and the ‘ajuntamisnto’ (City caunri}3 gave
the workers at EMT a rise of only 3,5%, the P23 formed a strike commities of
7 omembers and demanded a3 bhetier wage rise, improved pensions, a 58 hour
week and the readmission of two comrades sacked in 1282 Un March 16th a
general assembly launched the strike, and from then on all fyvoes of workers
attended, including a delegation of pensioners, ne assemnhly elecied peonle
to carry their decisions to the negotiating table, Threatened with
sackings, the bulletin replied that this would result in only five buses
puiming in Madrid, ., those driven by the Mavor, the leader of the FoUE's

i
transport  section, etc, Un the fTifth day of the strike a mnassive
demonstration was held which incliuded the families of the workers as well,
informative meetings were alsd held In various nelghbourhoods,

The reformist unions negotiated a new agresment on the sscond day of the
strike, bt when they called a mass assembly on the Z7th of March o
explain their attitude there was such a strength of feeling ajainst them
that they ended wp having 0 recognisse the Strike Commitiss, bBventually a
L 1mpr4ved of fer (with certain dravbacks, such &s a & vear duration) was
accented by the assembly and the strike ended in & vit-te...t ry which has had
FEDETIUSSIioNs all over Spain,

From Black Flag (Mov "307)

After 5 yvears of failing living standards the Metro workers put 1n a
claim for a 25% pay rise and two rest days a week instead of one, The UGT
ard CCO0 said they were bound by an agreement they had signed without any
consultation, so the Metro drivers approached the CGT to help promote mas
assemblies of all workers, After a total strike of ¥ days, which i1gnored
the legal vequirement for ‘minimum’ services, the drivers' Commission
recognised that the rest of the workers were not content with the original
demands so, when the CGT refused to negotiate for them as a sepevates body,
they went ahead on their own and accepted a management offer, Faced with
the drivers' return to work and a 12% offer negotiated by UGT/CCOO the
assemnbly reluctantly called of f the strike, AT

'‘Platforma Sindical', a Trotskyist united front, called thetstrike, with

the same demands as the Metro workers, Control was vested in the daily mass
assemblies, with FS Peessemy members forming the strike commities and no
pole for the Works Commities,

The strike was solid and well supported, but after about 2 weeks their
was some demoralisation when CCO0 and UGT managed to call a Jeneral
assembly (via newspaper advertsi, the workers overestimated the efiscis of
a solidarity strike on the Metro (73 and management began to threaien
workers with dismissal, EBEventually PS asked the Works Commities o take
aover negotiations and this led to an offer which involved a slight
paduction in the working week and a 25% increase, but over & vears, his
Was relucitantly accepied,

Obviously PS5 saw the strike as a stepping stoneg towards their ‘natural’
goal as the workers' leaders on the Works Commitiee, CNT rejected the offer
of a place on the original strike commitise because 1t was not elected Dy
the general assembly, In the Metro strike the small CONT branch declined to
oppose the CGT's use of thelr name so as not o Cause Confusion,
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SOME STUFF ON SWEDEN,

24th CONGRESS: Held from the 9th to the ieth of June this congress comited
tha S4C to work fowards revitalising international links between anarcho-
syndicalists, following on from the work they have been doing in eastern
Europs, Ammika Hielm was re-elected as  international secretary, 1The
congress was attended by members of 25 organisations, including 2,68, M, and
Black Flag (as individuals), as well as the CGT's international secretary,
Jose Ulaizola,

SA&C NEWSLETTER: 5o far I've only received the first and third issue of this
very welcome wee newsletier, which came out in March, but promised to De
gquarterly, ., with a larger 'bulletin’ in prospect as well,

The main story in the first issue concerns a sirike in Sweden on February
i5th to defend the right to strike, Over 1000 syndicalist took part, 1in
defiance of the "anti-crisis package" signed by the social-democratic
government arnd LD (reformist union? would remove the right 1o strike and
fresze wagdes, ,

The no-strike clause was removed before the legislation got to parliament,

bt even so it was voted down by the conservatives, Returning to power the
sofial-demdcrats replaced thelr original ideas with a national madiator who
Mas, as vet, no formal powers of decision, but is instructed to oversese all
necotiations,
o Dince 1980 municipal workers have effectively lost one months wages per
vear, and industrial workers in Sweden are receiving wages lower than those
in competing countries, S4AC blames the high profits taken by Swedish
companies for the accelerating rate of inflation,

The third issue fakes up the same theme of workers paving for Capital's
crisis with details of the new package put before the Swedish parliament -
mainly involving cuts in benetits, raising interest rates and shrinking the
pubilic sector, The ‘Refnmberg-ocommission’ has Deen appointed 0 minimize
SRIALTY increases during 91,

4 preview of a report to be presented in January also shows the
government intends to legislate against long conflicis, with Increassd
damages that will be pavable by union lsaders,

s well as various small scale ideological victories, against working on
military ships or delivering junk mail, 580 workers at the FPRIFFS brewery
refused to work on dangerous machinery and now risk dismissal,

MUJER TRABAJADORA: this magazine will be published from Uotober, Dedrsiaria
de Accion Social CGT, C/f%agunto 15, 25010 Madrid,

“"WE NEED MORE DEBATE.®" Az an sxpression of this sentiment, cevialn menbers
af the CET in Catalunva have begun to organise monthly mestings for open
discussion at the old AISS building in Barcelona, The first was on June
SEth, but I've been unable to get any further information since then,

DIRECT DEMOCRACY NETWORK: This will be an international project which ains
to produce some praciical analisis of direct democracy (its strengths and
weaknesses?) with a special interest Iin mass organisations which  USe
rotation of delegates (eg, the Spanish dockers' co-ordinadora, or ihe CGT-
CHNT branch at Michelin in the Basaue Country, )

We would like to hear from anyone with practical experience, or who 15
interested in giving their critisisms of drafi fexis, doing ftransiations
(we hope to work in Spanish and Englishl, or in any way getiing involved,

Various already existing texts on the subject will be sant to anvone who
iz interesied, |

Flease reproduce  this announcement in any publication which s@ens
syltable, Correspondence can e in Zpanish or English,
Contact: Mick Farkin, 3% Vesta Road, Brockley, London, SBE4 2NJ
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