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} Do you remember the face of the suy you sot thic from? When
you ccee. him a2ain say.'hello'e Tell ham what you think of .xt.
Fanny thouzh - he's not carrying a bombe. If an anarchict ign't
a bomb-throwcr then what igs he? lle'wve geen gome dowm at the
play-groupr - mogt of them arce around 10 ycarc old but there arc
gomc gctudents ag welle  They belong; to the Libertarianc and
arrange to have thig groun once o weeks They nlay, they paint,
they pretend, they congctruct. Would vou like to come and play?

—

The Libertariang algo producc Loricn - would you like to
do 1t? 'This Loricn hag 1n 1t
. I'raternal Rcevolution.
A Book Review (Loricen's firct).
PoloGo (PCECG Actlion Group) Pluge
Magn Murdcr.
The Double Bags = Is it juct. a bi; fiddle?
To Frecc The Soirite
Claccroon in Age (a pocm)e
Matriculation lMalcs You Blind.
In Aggoesoment Critiguc of Gandhian Work-Potential
in San lMarino.

I'recdom o a Pogitive Principnlcee
Mhat e Stand Ior.

Michacl Duanc (former headnagter of Riginghill - a truc comnrchensive)
Lo going to npay uc a vigit this term - maybe on October 12the

You may have rced of gone of the thingo we've donce but we'd lilke

to do gome other thingce We'd like to have frcee seninarc, we'd
like to have street theatre ~ but these things will only happen

1f pcople cdo them co pleasce get in touch with uge  The best way

to do that is by contacting John Sulliven (CHD 3 or Norfollk Terracc,
Block D, Floor 04, Room 07).

You'll also figd some nicc pecople in the Peace Action Group and
the beot way to et in touch with them is by contacting Hilary
Sidwcll SO0C II or by talkine to ncopnlc who blow bubbleg or try
and scell yvou Peace Newse

He're going to have a literaturce sotell with the Peaco Action Groupe
Tom Wagctaff (SOC II and Horcheom L 38) 1g thce pergon to cec about
thige It ic worthvhile recading Frecdom, Anarchy and Pcace Nowge
If you can't find them being sold at the University try Brictow's
Bookchop in Bridcwcll Alley but it would be better if you offcrecd

Tom your help - he will neccd ite.

Loricen is produccd by the Libertarian Grouvne /part from cach other,
we would like to thank Suzannc Looms who helped and Liz Walters
who wag willing.e
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In finc non-sectarian spirit, I shall begin this article with a quote from

the neco-Marxist Rosa Luxcmbourg who stipulated that "a true social revolution
requires ‘''a spiritual transformation of the wmasses degraded by centuries of
bourgecois class rule', a transformation that is necessary because, in Marx's
words, ‘'when socialists ascribe this world-historical role to the proletariat
this is not at all ... because they take the prolctarinns for gods. Quite

the contrary'. It is the basis of Luxcwmbourg's critiquec of Lenin's elitisnm
that his notiocn of the revolutionary party precludes such a transformation.
She scorned the possibility that 'a rcady-made formula lies complete in the
pocket of the revolutionary party, which nceds to be carried out cncrgetically
in practice''y, for socialism of this sort ‘'will be decrccd from behind a few
official desks by a dozen intellectuals', According to Luxcmbourg, socialism
can only be ""born out of the school of its own cxperience, born in the course
of its rcalization ... It is only by extirpating the habits of obedience and
scrvility to the last root that the working calss can acquire the understanding
of a new form of discipline, self-discipline, arising from free consent'.
This plainly contradicts Lenin's assertion that "revolution demands ... |
precisely 1n thc intcrest of socialism that the wmasscs unquostionably cbey the
single will of thc leaders of the labour process',

Up to this point, I have becen drawing upon the ‘‘ends-mecans debate
within Marxism, the debate about the rcvilutionary party. Obviously anarchists
find themsleves in sympathy with Rosa Luxembourg in this debate, although we
would all point out that State socialism is bound to be decrecd from behind
a few official desks, and some¢ of us would extend her stipulates about class
to all menmbers of society by including bourgoois rulers in the ranks of the
‘degraded masses'. That a spiritual transformation is rcquired was clearly
reccognised by Bakunin becausec his reason for arguing the necessity to ‘“‘purify
our atmosphere™ and ‘'transform our surrocundings’™ was that ‘‘they corrupt our
insticts and our wills, they constrict our hecarts and intelligences''.

Kropokkin urgced the inadequacy of formulac even more forcefully than Luxewmbourg
because he saw that "if the overthrow ends only in a2 change of persons and
formulae, nothing will have been achiev.d'', Emma Goldman 2lso scorncd this
"political scene-shifting'" and observed that fit is at once the great

failure and the great tragedy of the Russian Revolution that it attempted(in
the lecadership of the ruling political party) to change only instituti ns

and conditions while ipgnorins entirely the human and social values involved

in the Revolution't,

It is my intention in this article to consider thosc values, the
naturce of “the course of rcalizat on', that is the kind of wmeans which will
be capable of fulfilling our ends, and the qualitics of a strug.le for
liberation which will result not in a change of formulae but in social
regeneration, My concern is not to propose a revolutionary programme or
even methods, but to argue that in conducting the struggle we must abide by
the principles which we hope the strusgle will establish., In particular, 1
will examine the effects of two forms of struggle on those who use them.

It was to be expected that an individualist anarchist would have
pertinent rcmakks to make on the nature of revolution for the individunl and
that arch-individualist Max Stirner drow a very important distinction between
two concepts - ‘irevolution’ which signifies "an overturning of conditions'
and "insurrection'’ which has as ‘‘an unavoidable consequence ... thetransform-
ation of circumstances'’ i.e. which is revolutionary in effect. ''The
revolution aims at new arrangcments; insurrection leads us no longer to let
ourselves be arranged, but to arrange ourselves'. Revolution is formulistic:
the failure of the Russian Revolution as the new arrangenents
nposed arc those dcemed by a section of the community to be 1in
ercsts of the whole. Insurrection, however, initiatcs the habit
isation, I,thcereforce maintain that unless therc has been
‘", in Stirner's sense, then there can be no anarchist rcvolution
ommunity is still liable to succumb to a seizure of power,

bit of self-organization is initiated in ‘‘the course of
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renlization' an understanding of the discipline arising from free consent
cannot be attained and the habit of obedience will remain intact. Unless
the revolutionary struggle has becen ¢ nducted in a principled fashion and
validatced these principles, unlecss the revolution has becen a victory for,
with and through these principles then it cannot provide the expericnce
neccessary for the abolition of power and the post-revolutionary situation is
one in which there will necessarily be a scramble for power in an attempt by
various conflicting groups to foist their particular precepts upon the rest.
In this situation, the whole machinery of reprcssion and totalitaricnism
would again be built up in order to suppress thosc whe, their rcecvolutionary
aspirations having not been satisficd, arc now in revolt against the ncw
State. The well-trodden path of Lenin, Castro and Mao would be followed so
that once again power could be consolidated,

This revclutionary insurrcction that Stirner described can be looked
upon as the cmergence from paternal into fratornal relationships. V'It is not
a fight against the established since if it prospers the established collapses
of itself; it is only a working forth of me out of the established''. To
end the pat.:rnal relati . nships, to achieve this ‘‘working forth of nc rcquires
that, in Cohn-Bendit's terms, '‘the 'they' or resignation' must give way to
"the 'I' of responsibility'’, that we each initiate our actions rathcr than
act merely in obedicnce to authority and that we each rccognise our
rcsponsibility in our situation rather than look towards the establishment
of solutions,

This cman01pat10n from paternalism rcquircs rcbellion, which in
Camus's words ‘fis the rcfusal to be treated as an object and be reduced to
simple historical terms. It is the affirmation of a nature cowmmon to 2ll men,
which eludes the world of power''s Such a rebellion is a demand for recognition.
Whilec the fact of insurrection, rcbellion, is a unecessary pre-rcequisite for
our emancipation, the manner of rebellion also requires consideration. Fanon
noted the drcam of the ''persccuted’ to become the persccutors and it was
Bellegarrigue's view that the barricades are usually raised by those who
wish torule. This recpresents a danger which we must either avoid or conquer -
the dream of the arranged to become the arrangers of others. Out of our
rebellion must come not a new paternalism but fratcecrnalism. We arc not
mercly to work ourselves forth out of the established but into a ncecw way of
l¥ving. Therefore we must apply the principles of fratornalism in the course
of the rcalization of our cemancip tion and emplant the habits of brotherhood
in our rcvolutionary experience,

*In brotherly relationships, therce is an enmphasis on the things we
hold in common, thce observance of egunl rights, reciprocal recognition.
Conscquently, while we rebel as a ‘'refusal to be treated as an objcct', we
must also refuse to treat others ~s objects, 21l others including cur opponents,
In our rcfusal to be humiliated, we must also refuse to humiliate. We uust
at all times recognise the '‘fnature common to 211 men''. I contend that this
therefore demands the adoptin of nonviolent means,

Anarchist revolution is incompatible with Lenin's view that ‘‘we
must suppress (the bosses) in order to frec humanity from wage slavery'.
This is not requircd at all., What is requircd is that the bosses be
confronted by a rcfusal to co-opcrate and a determination to experiment with
constructive altcrnatives, They arc then confronted with o choice of

continuing to try arranging pcjplb who arc refusing to be arranged except
by themselves or of accecpting equal status with those men and on that basis
arranging their own lives. It is in the intcrosts of all that this principle
of nonviolence be observed : that the choice to give way be facilitated by a
willingness to grant the opponent means of ‘'saving face’, of avoiding
humiliation. As Gandhi s2id, ''we nust guarantec tbumthen the same frecdon
we claim for oursclves’, Nonviolence is the form of strussgle that carries in
1t the means of rcconciliation and obviates the need for the QUStTlHCd ¢ 

suppression of those whose sin was their status. g

Trotsky was right to advocate "2 revolution whosc cvery succces
stage 1s ronoted in the preceding one’ but its roots are in the habits
initiated, in the means uscd, in the nature of thc¢ revolution.ry actg
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Alexander Berkman was right to say that Voeew social life gestates in the
body of the old"™ just as his lover, Emma Goldman, was right that '"the mecans
used to precpare the future become its corncrstone'f, i

The argument against the cmpnloyment of nonviolent means which I
recognise as h“ving most validity 1s th~t violent rebellion is a psychologlcul
necessity, an cxorcism it is necessary to perform. Bakunin's vicw of
revolutionary action as something purative and regenerative must be accepted
as the standard by which we wust judge revelutionary mecans. But at one
stage of his lifce Bakunin described 'bloody revolutions' as ‘‘a monstrous evil
and a great disastcr, not only with regard to the victims, but also for the
of purity and the perfection of the purposc in whose name they take placel'.
Heestill regarded them as nccessary and was a frequent advocate of vioslence.
In recent ycars the cloquent writings of Frantz Fanon, the Algerian
psychiatrist, have been influential advocates of vi lcuce. He arguced that
violence was the necessary cntharsis - for the individual, he wrote, ‘‘violence
is 2 cleansing force. It frces the native from his inferiority complex and
from his despair and inaction; it makes him f.arless and restores his
self-ruspcet”. Thus he saw it as providing the »urgation neccssary to change
the character of the oppressed. Fanon's nonviolent critics - Oppenheimer and
Deming in particular - point out that nonviolent action is capable of
achicving the change that Fanon rightly asscerted is necessary and Dening
has suggested that in recading Fanon it is usually possible to substitue
the phrase ‘‘radical and unc>mprun151ng action' where Fanon used the word

"violence.” That this is so is indicated by two campaigns set in the
colonizal setting of India,

a—

The Sikhs, whose rcligion forbade them to lay down their sabres,
took nonviolent direct action against the British Government in Indin. Bart
de Ligt, the Dutch anarchist, described them thus: "Proud and immovable,
the sword at their side but thclr arms crossed, they put up with the most
brutal behaviour on the part of the British police nnd Army without offering
the slightest physical resistance, until they had obtained what they wantod®,
They found nonviocl ince a wore adequate cxpressi n of fearlessness, nore
conducive to self-ruspcct and a more effcective action than the violence to
which they had customarily rosorted, The same is also truc in the case of
the Frontier Pathans. It is pcrhans worth rel-ating this examplc more fully.*

According to William Crooke, a colonialist writing for colconialists
in 1896, “the true Pathan is perhaps the wmost barbaric of all the races with
which we arc brought into cont .ct ... he is cruel, bldodthirsty and vindictive
in the highest degree." Here we can sce an mspect of the ""colonial nyth'' as
1t relates to the P:than. 1In 1929, Abdul Ghaffar Khan organised the Khudai
Khidmatgar, & Pnthan direct action organisation, to take nonviolent action
in order to effect political, social and cconomic rceforms. Significantly
Ghaffar Khan was a lluslim and therefore outside the Hindu tradition wherec
Gahndhi's influence was being most stron.,ly felt. War had traditionally been
"the normal business of the land' but the Pathans decided to take nonviolent
action against the British. In one instance when the Khudai Khidmatgar were
in action, the Garhwal Rifles rcfused to do their duty in the face of the wob"
and fire. The British Civil Sc.rvant rceporting on the incident continued by
saying that ‘‘hardly any regiment of thu Indldn army won gre ter glory in the
Gr at War than the Carhwal Rifles, and the defection of part of the rcgiment
sent a2 sihock through India, of apprchension to some, of exultation to others'',
But the trcatment to which the Khudai Khidmatgar were goncrally subjccted was p
the rcverse of humane. One British journalist told how ‘‘some of the stories
of the wholesale shootings and hangins last ycar made me -rapidly becoming a
hard-boiled and cynical j urnalist - hang uy hcad in shame', The brutality
with which the British colonialists mct the nonviolent revolt was, to rcapply
Crooke's words, ‘barbaric, cruel, bldodthirsty, vindictive'', not thc sort of
trcatment that most people cven today imagine the British, with their hunane
cstern scnsibilities, are supposed to have accorded the nonviolent rebels.™?

ller account of this cainpaign is”wivon by Bondurant in '"The Conguecst of

its the theory that the '‘native’ in the ‘‘colonial myth™ is a projection

alities which the ¥hitc Man is anxious to rcpress in himself.

5

e: The Gandhinan Philosophy of Yonflict. This account is culled from there,



The point which particularly reclates to my purpose is that these
"natives'' foungd nonV1olonce a morc satisfactory manncer of rceoellion than
resort to arms. Halidé¢ Edib found that ‘‘the psychologic:l aspect of the
movement' was the most intercsting and concluded that ''nonviolencc is the only
form of force which can have a lasting effecct on the life of society and man,
And this, coming from strong and fcarless men, is worthy of study."

Jawaharlal Nehru in describing a satyagraha campaign in which he
was & participant remakred ‘'we had 2 sense of frecdom ond a pride iEn that
frezcdom. The old fecling of 0pprL581Qp and frustration was cowpletely gone'ls
I would be one of the last peoplc to take Nehru as an exemplar but this is an
observation that I feel we can trust. The solidarity of the participants in a
satyagraha, their courage, their det.rmincotion, their self-roespect arce all
heightened by the naturc of the actisn in which they arc engaged. Martin
Luther King also observed that nonviolence gives the people committed to it
a "new self-rcspect; it calls up rescurces of strength and courage that they
did not know they had, Instcad of inferiority, Nehru felt ""a pleasant scnse
of moral superiority' which, while marking a danger.us tcndency towards
self-rightcousness, also 1ndlc .tes that when you are "firmly grasping truth"
(a literal translation of ‘'satyagraha') and acting out that truth, any fecling
of inferiority is lost and you arc cnabled to respect yourself. The sense of
freedom that Nehru noted arises from being in control of your own action, a
control which is surrendered once vioslence is employed. Contrast with these
observations, thosc made on the state of the Austrian workers repored by De
Ligt in his book"The Conquest of Violence: an Essay on War and Revolution', -
'"The* Austrian workers who rcsorted to arms rcemained enslaved by the technique
of modern war ... Modern armaments hnve r duced the armed revolts of the nmasscs
to absurdity, and they are doomed simply to become a vulgar copy ©f the system
they are attacking''s De Ligt also reports the observations of J. Steinberg,
one time Puople's Commissar for Justice in the first Bolshevik Government.
Steinberg described ow ‘‘certain methods drag incxorably on those who use them
to the point where they arc completely lost and at sea', when they have lost
control, In such 2 condition, the usurpation of power by a tightly organised
body such as the Bolsheviks is made very much easicer, for those involved in
this strug- le have been reduced to a condition wherc they are inclined to
welcom authoritative direction. Thus we scc that in these cnses violent means
not only failed to ennoble and frec those taking the action but @lso degraded
the cause. Far from being a life-enhancing force, vioclence vitiated these
attempts ot liberation, it rcinforced the habit of obedicence and robbed the
revolutionaries of control of the situation,

As Fanon obscrved, violence induces dizzines but as he put it ‘‘can
we escape becoming dizzy?'® Can wc keep in ¢ ntrol of the situation? He tells
of an Algerian terrorist who, since the war, had made friends with Frcenchmen
and who was now haunted by the fcar that the men he had killed wmight have been
like these friends. Fanon described it as ‘'what night be called an attack of
vertigo' and challensgzes us: ‘'who can affirm that vertigo does not haunt the
whole of existence?™ It is this problem that Barbara Deming discusses 1n her
excellent article '"On Revolution and Equilibrium*, She is mainly ~ddre¢ssing
America's black revolution-ries and declares her '‘stubborn faith that if, as
revolutionaries, we will wage battle without violence, we can remain very much
more 'in control of our own selves, of the response to us which our adversarics
nake, of the battle as it proceeds and of the future we hope will issuc from
it's It is worth summarising some of her main arguments.

Control of ourselves, she argucs, is 2argely a matter of waintaining
a psychological equilibrium which balances self-assertion - the neccssary bold
action which shatters the pattern of bondage -~ and a respcect for the person of
Fanon's ‘'the other". Any control exerciscd over the adversarics is achicved
because he is prevented from “acting out of fear - in mindless reflexti action',
He is preventced from '"being able tu justify to others ccortain kinds of action
that he would like to take against you'. The nonviolent protagonist and his
antagonist can be scen as combatting for the support of the uncommitted. A

* This should be available from our literature stall in a Liberation rc prlnt
also containing Regis Debray s Declaration at His Court Martial.
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violent struggl: cannot be controlled because there is an automatic process
of escalation - thus in the Bay of Pigs Affair, Pr._sident Kennedy acknowledged
that ‘"devel puents were approaching a point where events would have been
unnanageable’, There is morce control over the future becausc violence
eliminates choice for, with violence, it is night that prevails and 21l nust
succumb to might. BZven more important, howevecr, is the fact that the future
will be built by "all those whom the strugzle has touch :d and marked! on all
sides. The former oppressor mucst, therefore, not be a humiliated man and as,
in Fanon's words, ‘''we are forcever pursucd by our actions', the protagonist
must perform actions of which he c¢con be pr ud, which he will not regret,.

and which will not bequeath him a legacy of guilt. Such a bricef summary is
bound to be inadequate - the whole article is cuincently worth re¢ading - but
cven from this summry the point is clear that this cequilbbrium is crucial:
to the safety of the revolution,

What is particularly significant is that this equilibrium which
Barbara Deming emphasises is precisely that which 4 have alr:ady described
as being a neccessary application of the principle of fraternity, = the
equilibrium of acting out one's own will while rccognising thc other's rightt
to act out his. As we who are anarchists arguc thot fraternity is the best
way to conduct our affairs, it is only tobe expectcd that t he frat.rnal
equilbrrum should be the condition most conducive to our well-being and that
the expcericnce in the revolutionary struggle should validate this.

Most anarchists have 2always been wary about the use of wviolence. The
Digmers rcjected it. Godwin hoped that through discussion reason would
triumph., Proudhon hoped for ‘'thewar of the workshops'’ and the inwmasion of
all "“"by the force of principle’, and declarcd that '"the end of militarism is
the mission of the ninctecnth century. Stirner thought that the rcalization
by the labourers of their power and the excrtion of this power could not be
withstood. Kropotkin suggested that anarchism might come '"by. the gradual
ripening of public opinion and with the lcast possiblc amount of disturbance',
Non-cooperation with cvil has been the watchword of all the great religious
anarchists. As Nick Walter writcs in "About Anarchism’ - Wanarchists sce
violence as a stronger version of authority' and some s¢e it as a form of
authority nccessary for our sclf-defence. But tho lessons of viclent rcvolution
convince me that, in the words of Bayamin Tuckcr, "if the revolution comes by '
violence, and in advance of light, the o0ld struggle will have to be begun
anew'',
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Howard findgs gupport from an uncxpectcecd cuarter g

"A nation that condoncs blackmail and terror ot homc can hardly
ctand ag the cxamplce in putting an cnd to intcrnational piracico or tengions
that could crplodec to war. What corrodecs a cocicty cven more dceceply than
violence itself is the acceptance of violence, the condoning of tcerror,
the excusing of inhuman acts in a migguided cffort to accommodate the
community's ctandardes to thooce of the violent few. We muct take an

unconnromising ctand againgst thoce who reject the rulegs of civiliced

conduct and of rcocpcet for othcra',.

RICHARD MILHOUS NIXON

A PLTASANT SUMNMTR'S DRIVE 5

At the cund of lagt tcrmy, 4 Libertarians hi-jackedra Union van
and @rove around Norfolke. We wovercd about 80 milcs but in thosce miles

we camc across 13 military cotablichments, mainly airbaccs and mostly
Americane Thic term morce of us may revigit theme
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. LORIEN'S FIRST EVER BOOK REVIEW ~ BELOW. |
The Dissenting Academy - Edited by Theodore Roszak. Penguin books - 8/-.

- It is a sad refloction on the state of critical thinking at UEA that Lorien
is the first publication to review this book. It was onl:- to be expected that
this important collection of essays could not attain the ideological purity
demanded by Can-opener (The Socialist Society's publication). None of the
contributors are straight, 4th International Approved-Marxists and Roszak,
deviation of deviations, has previously been an editor of Peace News. That
Mandate should fail was also, regrettably, to be expected. It is too accurate
a reflection of the student body (not to mention Disi Raye'“*) to do otherwise.
That the B ulletin (mainly faculty opinion) should fail is more lamentable.

The books arises out of the academic acquiescence in the Vietnam
war., The contributors have all been active in opposing the war and are
engaged in a struggle against the liberal intelligentsia of Awmerica who have:
abdicated their responsility and prostituted their intellects. Marshall
Winmiller speaks for all the contributors whennhe writes in his essay "The
New American Mandarins' that "the line which separates the government from
the academy is becoming blurred, and that specialists in international
affairs arc not only failing to distinguish between the aims of the government

anc the aims of the academy, but are also allowing themselves to be made over
into instruments of the state’,

Roszak's opening essay - On Academic Delinquency - is a general
onslaught on the state of subservience of the academic world and the absence
of intellectual debate in politics. He discusses why the universitics,

| instcad of establishing an independent body of criticism, have become a
self-serving and self-perpetuating elite,

Louis Kanpf on The Scandal of Literary Scholarship blasts into
the careerism which has produced "a flood of literary solvent (one cannot
call it criticism) ... it is criticism with its teecth rcmoved." He secs
"Literature as an instrument of agitation ... Contemplating the fate of a
literary work ... demands that we rcact to a specific text - yet somechow in
our own way. Shaping its meaning to ourown desires we help make its fate;
doing so, we not only explore the limits of free thought but learn how to
make conscious use of the past ... the literary scholar's far frowm trivial
task 1s to act as broker in the partnership. Why then all the trivia?

Stumghton Lynd's essay 'Historical Past and Existential Presont'
is essential for every first year doing an historical method course, for
every sccond year prusuing a history major and for cvery third yecar caring
more about history than finals. ''"The historian's first duty ... is the
sensitive chronicling in depth of the important eents ofhis own lifetime.,
Whether in writing about the recent or distant past, the historian suggcsts
to the protagonist of the present new alternatives for action ... The past
serves us as a means toward that 'frequent recurrence tofundamental principles'
which the Virginia Bill of Rights advised®,

Space does not allow me to proceed in this fashion on the subjects
which I'm not studying. The collection includes essays on economics, social
and political science, philosophy, anthropoloy - all of them rcadable . They
do not put a consistent political line but raise fundamental questions

. regarding their own disciplines and offer some answers., It amused me to
tead their comments on some of the set books I see friends in other schools
. carrying around and the philosophy teacher infuriated me: ""As to the students

themselves, my thesis is simple: Very few can enter into any conceilvable _
dialogue boecause their vocabularies arc¢ so exiguous that the primary condition
for a dialoguc (as distinguished from a wmere 'bull session') is lackinge.

The closing essay is Noam Chomsky - ''‘The Qbsgon51b111ty of the
Intellcctuals’® (included in his "imcrican Power and the “ew Mandakins®).
Chomsky epitomises the responsible intellectual (being an anarcho-syndicalist!)
He has revolutionised the ficeld of linguistics but now it would seen that
his political commitments compel him to let linguistics fall somewhat into
debt. Ironically UiA's linguistics lecturer, Rogecr Bowler, felt that his
academic commitment compelled a scaling down of his political ones. When
academia as a whole has &bdicated its responsibility, theburden is thrust
on the few, é;
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This term UZA will become the first British university to stage
reqular training sessions in nonvidlence. This fact is not surprising.
For most people, nonviolent action is considered o be merely action
without overt violence - bhe that violence phvsical, psychological or
verbal. In reality, nonviolent action demainds more frmm the actox
than the sclf-restraint of awviolemee - it reguires more imagination,
more creativity, more patience, more compassion, more sensitivitvy,.

The success of nonviolence in conflict situations relies upon the
interaction between the opposing sides - between tie nonviolent
procagonists and their antagonists. It is one of the major advantadges
of nomviolence over violence that it permits greater possibilities

of interaction between conflicting sides in & situation. The
training sesssons which the Peace Action Group are organising fox

this texrm and to which all are welcome are designed to help us all

to learn how to exploit these possibilities.

lTonviolence is a way of experiencing people and events as
well as a way of responding to them. We hope that these sessions will
help us to experience with perception and understanding, and to
respond creatively and lovingly. But nonviolence is even more than
a mannexr of interaction with others, more than a style of personal
relationshiips : it is a complete transfromation of the relationsihips
of society - the economic relationships, the institutional relationships
the power relationships. Thus nonviolence :.as a whole set of
criteria by which to judge thepresent societv and a whole set of
principles on which to base the future societv. Ifonviolent action
is the application of these principles in the present and the
exploration of them. It is hoped that this training in nonviolence
will give us insight into how best to applyv these principles and how
best to explore the possibilities of a situvation. We hope that
these sessions will develop insight into the nature of nonviolence.

The first two sessions, in the barn on Octobher 7th and October
21st, will be led by John Hyatt, a pacifist anarchist currently
emploved as the Youth Officer of the Peace Pledge Union. The first
session will began with a discussion and will include a role-play,

the second a strategy game and brain-storming. Subsequent sessons
may inclucde sensitivity games, group dynamics, "brain-storming”,
situvation analysis, quick decision analysis. If any participant

or would-be participant has any suggestion, <thie Peace Action Group
would ke pleased to hear them.

BOOK REVIS®IT continued:

Apart from John Wilkinson's contributions, which could have graced
the pages of the Black Paper, my severest criticism is of Sumncr 1.
Rosen's contribution on economics... he unfortunately meglects the
area of "the economics of permanence", reducing the scale and
decentralising jj society.
Otherwise the book is qulte encouragingl as an example o=f

the new awareness arising out of the Vietnam waxr. Robert Engler
speaks for them all when he concludes "the university offers the
ideal and the potential mechanism for a community of iptlligence
and conscience which might develop dialaogue in the larger community"
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A rccent fecaturc in tho Obscrver confidently attributed tho
following problems to an cxcess of human beings ¢  hunger, discasce, the
rctarded development of bacikward countricsy, social unrcesivy political
instability, urban sprawly, radio-activc wastcec, destruction of wild life,
city squalory crowdcd mental hogspitals, violeoncey, all kinds of mollution |
and ccolos:ical upscty the shortase of hou ing in London and thc degsccration
of the English countryside. Ouitec a comorechensive list = but the writer
did not considcr it nccegsary to sunply any cvidence for his agcertionse
They arc, after ally, common knowled~rcs If millions arc gtarving it ig
becausc tucrec ig a food ghortages if millions arc homclcesg, there is
‘a housging shortasc and therce is nothing we can do about ite

In facty, there is no population »roblem. There has been talk that
in 2 fow decades there will be 'standing room only' on carth. Ifowcver,
this siatc of affairs, if at all vossibley, is so far distant as to be
irrclevant to nrcsent Gay nroblems. If, for cxyample, the ontirc world
population now were nlaced in the USA the population dengity would be no
grcater than 1t is in Holland today.

What manifcots itsclf as an "overnopulation™ nroblcm is in facta
migucc of rcsourcces problem. Capitalism 1g a systcm of rationing for
profit, which can only bc justificd in vnconle's minds by a belief in
scarcity. NMalthusians still belicve that pconle starve becausce they breed
too rapidly. By attcmpting to limit ponulation growth, governments arc
trving to mould futurc geunerations to it a form of socicty lon out of
datc and ncver cificicnt in the firsgst placce The nmodern Illalthugian ig not
concerned with cxnlaining noverty but simnly with justifying ite They
belicve that thce nroducc of thce soil incrcascs in arithmetic »rosrcssion
~-L1y? ,3, ¢tc -~ while ponulation increascs in gcometric »Hrosression -

Ly 23440 obc. fhey disresard human ability to find mcang, to certain cuds
(1.,0c the use of scicnce and technology)e

I have said that the cavnitalist syctem (which prevails in all
counirics including thogsce supposcdly 'communist') usce overpopulation as
a myth to cxnlain thc ﬂtarvation'“nd micscry that nlagucs the worlde To
avoid bein? as guilty as the Obscer¥er's writer, it ig time I offercd sonmc
proofe |

The USA hasg just imposcd its third cut back on wheat production.

There is in fect a glut of wheat in the world but if it were all onm the
market thce vricegs would fall bto practically zero and no profit could be
madce A US senator rccenitly deliverced a sitirring sncech condemming
alnutrition and noverty in backuiard countricg = he failed to mention that
he receives 20,000 dollars a ycar not to nroduce wknt. EREEC countrics have

a mag-ive annual dairy products surnlus. Millions of tons of butter arc
destroyed cach yecar to nrotect priccg. The PFPrcecunch dumn "gurnlus® fruit in
the sca cvery July. Imn human tcrmg thore can be no "surnlus® food while one

pergon in the world is underfeds; in capitalist termsy clcarly there can bee

- The obvious rctort to thesc facto ig that the food ig in the UB or
Iuropc wbile the starving are in India or Africa. Ilowecver, in timc of war,
armics never have any difficulty in transporting food to the front however

¥ inacccecssible it may be. Since. the border conflict between India and China
besan nany cxeccllent roads have bocen built in Worthern India. Surcly the
saving of mlllions of lives merits at lcast the same priority ag the murder
of inmmoccnt meny women and children in ware

The fact that the World can fced us all is no socialigt wighful
thlnklnu and hag bcecen rccogniscd in many rceoortse "Althoush it is not
sual to staic onc'y conclusions atb. the beginning, in this case it can
be stated without gualification. The material regources of the world
would cagily cufficc to make provigiony not only for the wholce human racc

A
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ags it ic now but also for any concecivablc cu Duﬂ yiion of our nuabecrg for a very
lons time® (Prof Ce Clark, forncvlv of :he Apricuvltural Economlcu negcarch
Institutc of Oxford University in "The Barth Can Weed Its Pcople')

It is somc btom ycars since Vance Packard in "The.'lastc llakers:
cwnoscd the thcory of plannced obgsolcsecence. He all recognisc that cars arc
built to wear out in a fow vcars and this jidca of wagting rcsources for
nrofit cxtcnds to all productione For cvamnlecy »nroduccrs of all Joods
éonstantly change faghiong and st-les to induce puonlo to replace goods beiore
they arc worn out. There wags an cxamplce in the press some time ago of a
joincr being fired from his job because "hig unnocossarlly hizh standard
moant that the conpany could not ~nc'z make his work pay! (D“lly Telegranh)e

Onc of London's grcecat "propcerty dcvclonorﬁ”? Havry Iyman, controls
nonoush enpty offices to housc 10,000 workers (i.ce 1+ million scge. £6)¥
(Dally Tclegraph)e As London rents rigsc faster than imtercst rates it is
morc nrolfitable to kcen property cnnty. Hyman's fortince of 227 million hacg
bcen amagsscd as o rcesult of the deliverate waste of regources and humen
abilitics whilc there arc thousands of Wiacless in urnent ncced of thege

rCc8ouUrcCse

LAtomic cncrgy could be the cavicur of mankind, ingstcad it will be
our dcgtruction. Onc nound of Uranium c~n Hroduce ag mucu cnerey as 3 nmillion
tons of coal ags well ag brecdin: nlutonium which ic itsclf a nuclcar iucl.

The sunply of nuclear fucl ig unllmltud ond tra uport is chcap and casy yect
rcactors can only be built in countrics that arc alrcady wealthy and thigs

veelth is generally the result of larse devosits of coal, oil or sag in the
flrdu nlacce The vested intercsgt in thcesc infcecrior fucls makes surc
tecchmology's ;recatest revolution nroccecds at a snall's pacce

I have only given o fow cyamples of the waste that is a ncccosary
part of a capitelist gysteomg therc arc countless otherse I hone T have
mroved to yvou that the thcecory of overpopulation ig 2 nyth and that all the
problcing that the 'Obgerver' article which I ¢guoted a1t the besivning blamed
unon it arc rcolly causcd bv the gimple fact that Capitalism producces

its wealth not for uge but 1or nroiite
Tom Wagstaff (Uho runs the
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A word of »nraisc and adidiration must be ziven anticinatorially for
the heroic sroup of anarchists in the Civil Servicee Against all oddg this
small nucleus of crcative sanity has not only survived in the agphyriating
iclly but has brou hi off the pgreatest coup in higstory % the introduction
of mcirication. By skiliully playing on the "oniniong® which arc the sypantoms
of mind-decformation in officials and judgesy they have had this wonderful
system instigated, whercby in five ycars the population of this country
will locc all scnse of mcagsurcmente

This could bce trcmendouss meny of the artificial conccrns which
renlace thinking wnowadeays, cxenplificd by statistics and facts cults, will
loge what mcaning they otill holde The advertiscmcents will bave about tho
. kilomctre~per~litrc power of this month's gopeecial offcer with much less ceffect
" (althoush Corn IMlakes packets will siill nrovably sive contents in
milli ra s/oz) Pcople will be recduccd o a berilderced silcnoce, stroncers and
. outcasts in a socicty which has degradcd them until they arc nothing in its
cycse They will baveno choicc but to listen to themselves, and hcaring the
subversive wbispering of their uncongciocus ninds, cither 20 mad or become sance
A rciorm of the wumbers system wovld be cven more ciffcetive, but perhans thaot
ig too muchtdshope for.

Our comradecs have donc their work and it is now our duty to back
them upg  to cngsurc that no-one understands the new gyctem when it arriveg.
' DBeforce M-day, wc coan print false information, itcll ncople that the wholo
uing's a hoaxsy aftcrwardsy, we can demand a hectarc of beer or ton litres
of potatocs in crowded shong, and shouting ~bout "rcactionary imbecialcs, who
iﬁn't understand the cimnlest develonoments in Prosrcss®" when anyone objects
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"he funciion of education haz naver been to free the mind and spirit of nan,
but to bind theny ond to that end Momo Seniens hes emvloyed nreise,
ridioule, cdmonition, mutilation and cven torture to chain then to the
culture pattem. Conicmrornry fmerionn edusstionalists think they wont
crentive children, yet it is 2n o-en question ag to whet thev ernect these
children to ocroates It sionds to reoson thot were youn: »etonle truly
oroative the culture would fall enart, for oripinnlity, by definition, is
different Ironm what is priven rmd hat in siven is the culture iiteelf. Fron

. ‘the endless, nathotic, "crestive hours" of kindeor-prten to the most ahstruce
nroblems in sociolorny and anthropolosy, the function of cducntion is to
prevent the truly orertive intelleot from retiins out of hand.

American clagsroomay like educrtional institutions envvwiere, exnress
the values, »reococurations and feors found in the culture ~g & whole.
Sohool has no choloes it must traein the ohildren to fit the oulture ~o it
is, Sohool ocan give troining in akkillsg 1t canvet teach oreativity. ALl
the school con conceivadbly do is nurture ereativity when it anvears. And
who has the oyes to see it?

Creative infelleot inm mysterious, devious and irriteting.  An
intellectually orcative child may f£2il, for exendle, in social siudies,
sim»ly because ke canmmot understond the stunidities he is tausht to
believe as "faciM. Me noy even end un afrceings with his teachers thot he
is "gtunid" in social studicse Lenmins sooinl ntudies i, to no small
extent, learning to be stunide !lioat of us acocomnlish this tosk before we

“BESIDES:..UST Hohl FAR DOYOU THIK YOU CANGET |
INTODAYS WORLD WITEOUT A GOOD EDUCATION P
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enter high school.e But the child with a2 socially creative imaginasion will
not be encoura~ed to play smong new gocial gystens, valuss and relotionsuipss
nor is there much likelihood of it, if for no other recson than that the
social studies teachers will perceive such & child as a poor student.
Furthermore, such 2 child will sim»ly be uneble to fathom the sbsurditics
that seem tronsnorent truth to the teccherse I all throush school the
voune were nrovoked to queetion the Ten Cormandments, the senctity of



revealed religiomy the foundations of patriotism, thc profit motive, the two
-party systcmy monogamy, the laws of 1ncc§:b, and, 50 on,h,.wwﬁ wéuld ha,ve more’

crecativity than we could h&ndle. g %1 I g;i B HEES @ BB L8 5 B
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The £iFdt YedBon B cHETO hAS RS A Whon e comeg to school is
that lessons are not what they scome <lic must then fornket this and act o8, 1f
they werc. This is the first step toward "school mental health's ™ it is also
the first step in becoming absurds: In the first and sccond “radcs tea C]OBS L
constantly scold childrcen becouse they: 'do not raisce their hundﬂ onough -~ thc

prime symbol of havinz learned what school is all about.

-
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The sccond lesson is to put'the'toachorsl,criteria in: nlacc of -aip -
own. He must lcarn that the proper way to. sing ig tuncle olJ and not the way -
he hears the musics that the prover way to,. paint is. the way tho teacher saysy
not the way that' he sces its that the »roner attitude ig not plcasurc, but.
competitive horror at thé success of his classmates, and.se on. - And thesed v
lessons must be so internalised that he will ficht hiu parents if they objcct.
The carly schoolinz process,is:not successful unless’ it hags accomplished 'in the
child an acquicscence in its-critoria, unless the chlld wants to think'the way. “
the cchool has. taught him to. thinks ' He 'must’ have acccpted  alicnation as a ru10l<
of lifces What we sce in'the kindergartcen:and the early ycaru'of school is the
nathetic surrcndcecr of babicg. How couvld it''bé otherwice? Scaool metamorphoscs .
the child, giving it the kind of Sclf the school can manase ‘and tlen procecds
to minister to the Sclf it bag madec.. In a sociciy wherc competition for the
bagic cultural goods is a pivot of . a ot;on,‘pconlo cannot betaught to 'love one-
anothery, for thosc who do.cantot.coupctc with one -anotherexecept sin play. It -

thus bccomes neccsgary for tho school, without: ,ppo,rlng to-do so, ~to'tcach
children how to hnto. | | pep W

PTonLJules chry'ﬂ boo“ "Culture Against: M,n"
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CLASSROOM “IN ACT., '
Light shines a cunning act
On the tough gold-ochre desks
Arranged ncatly in rows,
Projccts a ccrtaLn awe
FFor the next auhen newcomer

Who trembles insimportance
At the scasoncd atnogphere

And the lonecly digcinline

Of long varnished intention.
Herc traditional virtues haunt
Throuch olovatgd talecs of life
And in tho,cndlo classic rulce
Of being framed in restrictione
The snigger of carved grudges

And an angny:Cry_of defaced books
Only rcinforces the cstabliched

As growth through sclection triumphg,
Sweening away  howWwever much neglect
las reigned free in this classroom.
The clucs as to.what bencfit

Stand herc with those who conform,

Who revisit in later years
In a positive fashion,
Convinced by their gsuccess
That ovportunity is for all.
The systcem remaing truc

I'or thesce who crcated it
And to thosc who did note.

Paul Conway.



AW ASSESSIENT CRITINUE OIF GANDHIAN 'WORK~POTEITTIAL IIf SAN IMARIINO

. | i lu3O - midnight

A mcmori~1l to the old Iloly Cnes - in o slanting masgs-grave, close
to a canaly, wc will dron the glittering bodics of a cshow=biz nersonallity
("Onc of thc kindest, most LUHﬂF pconle I've had tho nonor of nowing ),

a busincgssmany o magistratecy, a journmalisty o burcaucrat and sclected
bonos from the still-guivering cornsc of IPicld !farshal Lord llontgomcry
of Alameiny spccially diginterred from "estuainster Abbey for the
occasion. And we shall ton up the grave with old copics of "Thcec News of

- the Worlad?, and over it wc shall build a scwazgce farmy, and at the hcad
of the grave will stand a lonely pylon, and affixcd to thc »rlon shall
be a simple nlastic placuc, becarinz this inscription:

RoeIl.Po

[lerce lic thc shoamens of our socictyve.

They served us well,but after a time we grew tired
of their antics, so we rcmoved theme

They gave us many good things, but they gave us
hypocrlﬂy and 111uslon, so we removed them.

Their intentiong were good, but they took from us
our dignity, so we rcmoved ticme

"Pass no judgment and you will not be judeed. IPor

| ag you judgse others so you will yoursclves be judzed.
Rest 1n peaccey; and do not disturdb us asaine

And in charge of thc sewage farms ove: this and similar 2raves
around the land, therc will be the pecople who preffered the Organiscd
socicty, the Dccent Citigzens who still admirc the figurcheads whose
shrivelled facades lie inturd under the excrctita tanks. They will, as is
their wont, orsanize themsclves - into Reszional IPederations of Facces -~
“rocessing Oneratives and National Uniouns of Repional federations of
Facces ~ Processing Operatives. They will have their pressure—groups,
their lobbies, their Left~ and Right-wings, they will ousi each other
from committees, thcy will dispute with cach other, thev will work to
rulce

Periodically, a leader orxr representative or delesate will start o
thorouzh purge of the whole sewage Administration, rcaching to the wvery
bowels of thec system. But as therc will be no new employvecs to renlace
those cxpelled; they will have to take back the purged factionss

‘hey will send resular officinl reporis, written in trinlicatc in
block capitals on the appropriate forms, down to the towns and villasese
And we shall return them along the scuaze pipes, covered with the
traditional marks of approval.

' Somotincs, pcrhaps, onc of the more fervent scwaze~farmers will be
sent dowm Lo the v111age by the Local Exccutivce Council of the Miunigtry
of Internal Hatters, to consult with the village mayor.llic will spend

& two or thrce hourg scrubing himself with reculation—-issguc coal tar soap
before putting on hig best suit and glcaming white shirt, but somechow

ne smell will still hanz around bim as be talks with tle mayor. The
mayor, of courscy, 1s too polite to mcention this and smilingly pours
out she wine as they sit by the grass—covercd bank (Dcrhnos the Midland,
perbhaps the National Provn.nclu.l)s listening to the singing of the birds
end the mclodious chimeg of pagsing chinesc satellites. The sun pours
dowvm unsparinzly, roasting the wheatfields and dugt—tracks (we cdidan't
set weather like this in Gravescnd when Labour was in powere:....) and

., Y



MATRICULATION MAKES YOU BLIND.

LastT year's Students' Handbook had in it a "family tree" of all the
various committees on which YOU can sit, a variety of ways for you
to Try to exercise your responsibility and ensure the smooth-running .
of this University. From time to time you will f£find reforms

issuing forth out of these committees. Every now and then some
proposal may be brought before a Union resting. The most

important committees are the Residence Committees and Students'
Council. ¥You will be harrassed by people canvassing for election
onto these and pestering you with their personal manifestoes. But
fear not = no libertarian will come knocking on your door for this
purpose. You don't find us wasting our time on these committees.
You see, we agree with Daniel Cohn-Bendit "bourgeois education, even
when reforme¢, will manufacture bourgeois administrators and they
will be caught up in the functioning of the system. At best, they
will hecome members of the right-thinking Left, but objectuvely thev
will ramain the cogs which ensure society's continuous operation'.
We have taken heed of the warning of men like Noam Chomsky and
Marshall Windmiller who report that in the USA it is openly
acknowledged that students of social sciences are being trained as
"the mandarins of the future". The production of technocrats is the
function of the university in this. country - it is the rationale
offered in justification of expanding the Universities. Everywhere
we see educational systems verifying Aristotle's precepts that
educatcion exists to mould man for a particular form of government.

| For some reason there is the tacit assumption that man must
be made to £it the form societyv takes and not that the society must
be made to f£it him. Few will acknowledge this assumption but it 1is
this that underpins the legal and penal codes of this country, the
treatment of "mental illness", the response to "anti-social
behaviour". Basic conformity it is assumed is both desirable and
necessary. This enforced "co—-operation" provides the basis for the
standard institutions of this society. We must therefore not be
content with having these institutions reformed - if they serve a
useful function they must bhe transformed.

Gandhi maintained that "the first principle of nonv1olence is
non-cooperation wwith everyvthing humiliating"”. To be moulded 1is
humiliating: we must resist the mould. In preparation for our
destined role in society, = in management, administration, positions
of "responsibility" - we are being withdrawn from the community and
are learning to become part of an elite. At a university, we are
equipped with the skills and knowledge which will later be required
in the positions of authority we are expected to grasp at. But we
must refuse to do the expected; we must become what it pleases the
commentators to call "disaffected".

Our time at university offers us opportunity to do more than
learn what we aré@ supposed to learn. It provides us with the
opportunity of forming and articulating criticisms of society. It
gives us the opportunityu to experiment in seeing how things work. P
If the offical skructure of the university, does not provide such
opporiunity then we must, to guote Cohn-Bendit, "create an experience
which is a complete break with the society, an experience which will
indicate a possibility" and this possiblity must be the standard by
which we judge what we have.

Over the next wear, the Libertarians (and our friends in the
38th July Movement and Peace Action Group) will again be trying to
create this. We need you to join in with us - at the play—-group,
agi;ation and action, free seminars, Loréen production etc. Please.

-




the mayor turng dowm the recording of Percy jidwards' bird calls co
that the seware~farmcr can get on with his specech:

- 1 Ir. Moayor, Sir, I can't besin to tell you of the world-~shattering
¢ brecakthroughs we arc achicving in all ficlds of;, ..-.cry shit. Profcssor
flinston Crapthornc's siy-~volume “Ordurc in Common Law' has just becn

published, becomins the first definitive legal text on the matter.
Incidentally, our digputc with thc Shepper Memorial Scwage IFarm should
be found in our favour, thanks to Art. 1,970, Para. 13.

Yes, Sir, the agc-old barricrs with which Mother MNature cternally
cnchained Man are falling like teunpins before the brecathtaking achicve-
ments of dunz technology. Since the gtandardizing of the procecdurc for
the determining the IDular-~Zbyszck Characteristic of a duns sample back in
the carly days,; we have now rcached a stage wherc we can procecs 1ly302.79
metric bucketfuls of normalized 13 dung per man-vat-=hour! And morec, o
much morec, is to comcd I know that the U.S.S.F. (Union of Socialist Sewarc

Parms -~ Iid notc.) ig claiming the world reccord for plant officioncy; but
you know as well ag I do tha: that's just a load of eee ™

"Ouite''y, says the Mayor.

"Perhaps you'd be more intcrested in the artistic heishts we've gealed.
I rcalizc you've been too busy to comc and ingpect the art cxhibition in
the library concourse up at the farm, but it's rcally worthwhilce I must
say most sincerely what a movins cxpericnce was cvolsed in me by the
'still=1ife' gculnturcs.

"Actually, wec'rc havin: to cxtend the library, to fit in all thc

ncw literaturce - nocms, conatesy; hymns, cven 2 four-voluro 'Compendium

of IPaccal Bxprcssiong'. Here take thig "Pertbook of Contennorary
Iacconomics™ as a gift ¢ "
The nayor muranurs lig

tebnlsy; ond oh farmcr lowcrs hig voice to
continue:

“inc, nelly; vou're a ;dod bloke, cven if yvou'rc a bit simple—-nindeds
look ftake this = bhut for God's gsak don't tcll Insnoctor Stibblel ™

The cony of "Amour, Eroticmc ¢t Mcrded i surrcpiitioucly handcd over,
in a pPlain brown cnvclopce

Angus McSprcadcre

"The will to powecr and the disvosition to gubmit arc alike products of a lack
of genuine crecativity and cmotional deprivoation at the handg of thoge whogse
task 1t was to love use To scck power ig a mark of inncr moral sterility and
logs of opiritual tranguility. And this mucst have been undergctood from the
carlicot timesy, or Jotham could never have conceived of hig narablce of the
trecg, ac rclated in the Book of Judsecse Neither the olive nor the fip nor
the vine wag willing to be promotcd over the other trces in order to rule over
themy beceusc cach in the woy oppointed for it was productive of procious
fruite The treco thercfore clected as their king the bramble who wos
uncreative and clutched at the scepter of officce that was nroffercd himy as
@ compensation for deficiencies of hic own® ~ Ronald Sammpoone.

"To be governed 1s to be watched overy ingpectedy spied uvon, dirccted,
gislated aty, rcgulated, dockctedy indoctrinated, nrcached at, controllcd,
agocooed, weighedy, ceusorced, ordercd abouty by men who have neither the right
nor the knowledge nor the virtuce To be governed mcans to be, at cach
operation, at cach transaction, at cach movement, notcd, rcgistercd, controlled,
taxed, ctomned, mcasured, valucd, asscssed, patented, licensed, authoriscd,
cendorsed, admonished, hampercd, rcformecd, rcbuked, arrcsteds It is to be, on
the pretext of the genceral interest, taxcd, drilled, held to ransom, cxploited,
monopoligedy cxtorted, sgucczcd, hoaxecdy; robbedg  then, a2t the lecas
rcogigtance,; at the first word of comnlaint, to be represosed, finedy, abuscd,
ammoyed, followed, bullicd, becatcen, disarmecd, garottced, imnriconcd,
machinc-gunncd, judged condemmed, deported, fleyed, sold, betraycd and finally
mocked, ingultcdy,dishonourcd. Such is government, cuch ig justice, cuch ic
morality " - Picrro~Joccph Proudhon.




FREEDON AS A fosirve PRINCIPLE :

All the problemg of social life nresent a choice between libertarian
and authoritarian solutionsy, and the ultimate claim we may make for the
libertarian approach ig that 1t ic morc efficicnt - it fulfile the function
bettere The adventurc »nlayground ig an arrcsting cyample of this living
anarchy, onc which is valuablc both in itcclf amd.izs an cxperimcental |
verification of a whole gocial anproach. The necd to nrovide chiddren'cs
playzrounds as such is a result of high-density urben living and fact-moving
traffic. The authoritarian golution to this necd is to provide an area of
tarmac and some picces of extensive iron-mongery in the form of swings,
scc-saws and roundabouts which provide a certain amount of fun (thouch
because of their inflexibility, children goon tirc of them), but which call
for no imaginative or congtructive cffort on the child'c part and ennot be
incornorated in any self-chogen activity. Swings and roundabouts can only
be uscd in onc way, they cater for no fantasics, for no developing skillg,
for no ecmulation of adult activiticgs, they call for no mcntal effort and
very little physical cffort, and we are giving way to simpler and frecer
apparatus like climbing framcs, log piles, 'jungle gyms'!, commando nets or
to nlay geulpturcs - abstract shapes to clamocr throurh and over, or lar-c
constructions in the form of boats, traction cngines, lorries or trainse.

But cven thege vrovide for a linited age 2roun and o limited range of
activiticsy, and it ig not surpriging that children find morc continual

intcrest in the street, the derclict buildings, the bombed site or the scrap
heape

That there would be anything novel in gimply vroviding facilities
for the spontancous, unorganiced activiticas of childhood is an indicotion of
bow deeply rooted in our social behaviour is thce urge to control, direct
and l1init the flow of 1lifec. But when they get the chance, in the country
or where there arc large gardens, woods or bits of wagte land, what arc the
childrcn doing? Enclosing space, making caves, tents, dens from old bricks,
bits of wood and corrugated iron. Finding some corncr which the adult hao
pasced over and makidg it their own. But bow can children find thig kind
of private world in towns where, as Agnctte Vegtereg of the Copenhagen Junk
Play”round.writos,'"“vcry bit of land ig put to 1nduutr1a1 or commecrcial us
wacre cvery patch of ~rass is cncloscd or nrotcc ied, ‘where strcams and
hollows arc filled in, cultivated and Built on?"  But morc is donc for
children than uscd to be done, it may be objccicde Ycsy, but that is onc

of the chief faults, -~ the things are donc! Town children move about in a
world full of tecchmnical scicncc. They may sce and be impregsced by thingeos

Ii"-’}i

but they long to takce posscssion of them, to have them in their handg, 1o
makc somecthing themselves, to crcatce and recronte,

Cy

The Emdrup playground was begun in 1943 by the Copenhagen Workers
Cooncrative Housing Lssociation after their landscanc architecty, Mr. C.T.

Sorcngon who had laid many orthodox playsrounds, had obscrved that children
scened to get morc plecagurce when they gstole into the building gitecs and
nlayecd with the matcrla,lu that thcy found there. In apite of the da aily
attendance of 200 chliér at Imdrup. and the fact that difficult ‘children
were specially c“tcred for, it was found that the noise, screans and fights

found in dull playzrounds wetre small for the opportunitics were so rich
that the children did not nced to fisht.

The initial psuccess at Copenhagen has lcd in the years since the
war to a widcgpread diffusion of the idea and its ve riations, from frcecdom
in Stockholm and The Yard in Minncapolis to the Skrammclleieplads or
building playgrounds of Denmark and the Robinson Crusoc playsrounds of
Switzcrland, =~ where the children arc nrovided with the raw matoerials and
tools for building what they want and for making gardceng and sSculpiture eeee
When the Yard was obened at Minncapolis with the aim of siving the children
their own spot of carth and nlenty of tools and natcrials for digsing,
building and crcating ~s they sce £it - i1t wag cvery child for himself.
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