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If you are thinking like us plesse
% e e B o B

we need financial support for our |
next 1lssue, any contributions appreciated

lien alwoys help .uen. Jomen uaust unite
ana help each cther to build a strong
wooans' Mocvement., To
that are being passed,
us of huaan rights.

cefeect these luws
lawg that rob &

women -of all ages revolt now, sgainst
your «depersonalisation.

ol YOU sdant O YOUR RAPID DuCLINE
I:N. STILTTJS L
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The only way forw.rc, to security for Women=Kinag, and
thelr children is to have a strong Women's rFreedonm Movenent?', .
we have a moveument in Coventr

Y. aApply for seubership address
below,

S.H.WALSHeo. VILLIAWS. M. BEDFORD. C. WaloH. K. FOSTER
26, Charter avenue, Canley. Coventgy “arwickshire

Please send for etails of the C.C.R.#.C.B.t'.

" JOMENS' TOTAL FRABEDOM {OVELWNT &
-

bo.&i...ﬁ:. .F.?'JI‘ I‘bply.

NoMEB .,

ADDRESS - e, = = e e = e = . e = e = e e e - . = - - -

WOMEN OF ALl aGho /oBLCOME,. bl

i/2 Yo, RLY.



THE REASON FOR 4 VOMAN'S MOVELENT.

- "ROUAN'S VOICE" Is a magazine s8olely produced by women
for women. It is the organ of the "Total Woman's Frecdom
Movement", which will bring into the open the frustrations
caused by the subordinatc position of wo.ien in society.

During the last eight years, we hauve wurked consistently
in the interest of divorced, widows and single women with fawmllies,
t> bring to the notice of the authorities, the injustice and
economic plight and dire povexrty, sf the ever increasing section
of the people, that have been ejected by misfortune or a001dcnt
out of the accepted pattern of marriage.
We "The Committee for Civil Rights for ‘Women & Chlldrun of
Broken Hamiliesg", Have helped in the formation of & National
women'®s wovement, in opposition to the impossible attitude of the
authorities, that has been extended to wll women's problems.

We now call ourselves "Total Women's srecdom wovement”.
Our reason fur this, is beczause of the experience we huave gainsd
by waralng for the broxen femlly problems for women, we have
uncovered whule range uf injustice und pregjudice, towards all
women in our society. Therefore we wish to recruit & wider
bectlon cf our sex to help sclve the unsatisfactory secondury
'ex1stJnCu, in which we find ourselves. e
Our decision tu brlng out "WOMAN'S VOI E" is in order
19 prubcnt facts figures «nd upinions of our cause to the public,

- .nd dirdduce interested 1nd1v1du 1s, to contribute to letter

Column. ~ We will include letiers of Ca868 610, -WAlCH aYe .oz
'rcgected by 1lscal and N.tional papers. wore important we are

‘“~en action group, We require women members that «re prepured -to |

further the cause, and help build the osrganisstion with & determined

OQur inheritence w..s fought for, on the buattle grounds
cand.rists of London, by the "Pankhurst Movement", which included
‘the terxror of "Black Fridzy™. These women zlone guve us the
tiny few opportunities to prove cur many capebilities, wwey from
the anventlgnml wcceptance of womznhood @énd the rflc accordlng
to men's way of thinking.

The struggle is still zahead. wWe have not finished the
fight women zre still regarded aesmcn'“ chattels 1in our Medlevul
Courts of Law, - |
There has been a real unslaught zgoinst women's tiny rights in
s8oclety during this last decade, that is nuthlng relutlng to
So0clallism, civilization or bQUallty ) s8eX.

There is na P:rty thuat roepresents women or intends to ‘make -y
chenge in the whole exist.nce of women's double tho& slavery.

The Noational Women's sovement is the Jnly body th:at has
the power tu turn the whole sickness of women's position up-

slde down, by < strong Muvement then we can go forward together
for Total Freedom. : | 3

—
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| Extract from lLetter

Wwhat we must strive for 1is
equality in marriage, which 1s very
difficult indeed in this societly,

- as women arxre so self sacrxificing,
and divided.

X feel that within marriage,
both partners should know what the
other is earning, and by i1aw, pool

the wmoney. I think just giving
the woman house keeping money 1is
degrading.

1 believe also that motherxs have
to be educated not to bring up sons
in a different way from daughters.

mgqual pay must still be fought
for, and to do equal work, men
must take an equal share in the home
and the children. The law must be
made stronger to extract money from
the man, when he leaves home,

Mrs Garth . Birmingham

LHE CHURCH AND WOuEN.

“Thou shall not commit adultery"

It is surprising that your paper
has not written the story of the
church on their treatment of woien.

Although the church is relying
on the lLadies to organise the church
fetes, charxrities, arrange the flowers

and clean the house of God;
generally the morxal and social side
of the Christian faith is dependant
upon us. Yet the church states
woimen are inferiors. I have noticed
that the Church of England has
turned itd pback on the Commandments
by the Arxchbishop's Committee
participation in formulating the
"Divorce Reform Bill".
The persecution of women is
{ absolute in lItaly, the heart of
Roman Catholicism, the administrazation
18 entirely covered by the Pope
and his men advisors. They oppose
 violently any reform to ease women's
lot.

#omen are jailed for adultery in
ltaly, whilst men are forgiven just
through confession for the same crime
A law for women and a law for men.

i, Taylor. Coventrz.__m : hoy

£DOPTION

Ilately there has |
been & one sided zugument
in support of the revised
adoption Legislation. Has
anyone thought of ths
numerous reasons, why a
mothex is forced to have
her children fosgtexed?
Firstly she is in financial |
stress, often the father has,
1eft the home leaving the
family without money. ohe
solves her problems
temporaxy by fostering them
out in orxrder to eaxn a
1iving. Women earn so,.
little it is impossible to
keep a home or her children.
Or she may be jaliled in the
process of keeping her family
through stealing. It may 1
take many years before she
can have sufficient funds
to apply for her children to
return.

Fogter parents realise
they are taking children as
fosterlings, and not for
adoption. that is the underx-
standing. There are many
avallable children without
parenteg to be adopted. No
daw should have the right to
take ehildren from their
mother without her consent.
there by taking advantage
of a mothex¥s unfortunate
clircumstances. | &

O .PRICE, LEAWINGTON




RaORId BILL" LUTO Law

1971

OPFOSITION TO THE "DIVORCE

- .Once agwin our Oppuultluu to the "Divorce Rcform Blll"
1908 becoming Lawv 1in- ¥ 19%1.
- This Bill is a tragedy for oo many thousands of women and
children, und we put the full responsipility om the 1ﬂbtlgat0rb
of this Bill; who were in power in 1966, it is their legacy

 to the womer und children of this country. ie believe the

- consequence of this Bill will lead to prostitution for the women
lert a«lone with a family, &s theilr only means Of survival, to
fight zgainst poverty end starvation. . A society "that allows
Luvs to be passed debasing the women of this country" heas reached
the lowest level of rot and danger of disintergration.

: - Below are the people responsible for this anti-aoman
Divorce reform Bill., ' '
Presented by ilr.4illiam «ilson, supported by
ir. Leo Abse, 89ir Geoxrge Sinclair,

Dame Joan Vickers, Mrs Lena Jegar,

«T John Parker, Lr mmlyn Hooson,

Mr Nicholas Ridley. iir Peter il. Jackson

Mr.msnthony Royle, Dr. David Kerr and #r lan Gilwmoux .

We have fought this legislation untiringly, from its
first proposal, we pointed out there waes no provisions for the
women znd children., Prior to this, we were demanding equality,
and lmproved Legal and sconomic conditions. Unfortunately these
50 called oOCIALISTS representatives of the people, have passed
@ Bill, that has condemned women to conditions, equal to Pre-
Pankhurst days, actually turning bacx the clock of history.

We published the following programae in 1962, and still
Wwe are flghtlng.

The formation of our Cuudlttue tcok pleace in orxder to
fight for the betterment of the cconomic and social conditions
of women and single girls alone with children.

-All Jomen, whether divoreed, single or deserted with
chlldren coming before the Courts to cleim maintenance, suffer
the same injustice znd indignities, iucluding the vilificéation
of character. Due to the medieval laws of the British Courts,
Weilen are regarded as chattuls (property of men). wooliciters
knewing full well women®s position in law, revel in the humbug-
gilng of woiten clients, even demaending extra money in advance of
Legul Aid knowing the women are in desperate financial difficult-
ies. But the persistent leach will extract evemy penny, (even
borrowed money) from the woman. In Court these wouen can be

€aslly 1ldentified, as seekers of maintenance for their families
by their down-at-heel ragged mppearznce, and their anxious
~countenances. They are, through nmisfortune the most poor and
xll-treated secction of society.

After going to Court over :nd over again, the women find
that the offending makes, do not have to pay mauintenance if they

do not wish. Mglntenunce 1s the only debt in law thmt neced not
oe honoured.

W& drew up the following programme as n busis to formulate
our opposition to the laws. :

The following points have alrewdy arisen in pecplels
expcrlence elther written or told to us, over & nuaber of yez¥s.

ol OaBEYd



1)  When atwefricge breaks up anc thc husbanu deserts, the law
should be changed to force hiwm to provide ianediately f?r his
faanily. He riust not be allowed to ssll the hoiie belonging to

the faamily, whether joint or in his name alone. _ |

At prescnt the law is not active enough with regar. to maint-
enance. Husbznds are 21l0weu to hide behipd secret addressen
The responsipbility at present rests with the wife, (a2nd her
lawyers if she is ducky), and czn finc him in oxder tou extract any
sort of maintenance fram the husbané ian the periocd before the
divorce coies up in court, unless there has alreudy been a sSep=
aration order. The extreme difficulty of doing this crectes ;
hardship at & tiane of greatest need. -

Even ehen a waintenances oruer has been granted, there 18 ¥
inadequate wmachinery for enfoxcing it unless the wiie 1s prepared
to pay for nuwmerous appearences in court, This seems to be
asideu by slackness and indiffernce on the part of those xesponsible
and often results in non-payment even «fter o« warr.nt 1s lssued.

If the wife is forced to go out to work because of the
husband's defeulting in his payments, he can apply to the Court
to have the amount DUE (not paid) under the or.ier rscuced.

This reduces the family to the very lowest level). lu most
cases prior to divorce, the mother is often refused any fora of
oocial ovecurity, until her savings arc alaost completely gone.
This .Jdeproves. the family of security wvhen it is wmost essentual.

Often action allowel by law, that of the wife applying

for an increase, is ignorea by her solicitor.

, One solution to this situation appe:rxs to be if the
husband®s income t=x or National Insurance Cara could be aarked
with & special stamp or code number by the appropriuate authority.
This would wake it impossible for the husband to earn a wage
any where 1n the British Isles without his eaployer knowing
automatically that a certain amount aust be deducted from his
salary =nd sent to a certain point, say a post office or local
lizgistrates Court of the city where the wife and children wre

»esiding. (This systen alrvemdy works in souze Scandinavian
countries). The husband changing his job or audress would

in this way, huive no effect on the naintenznce of his wife =nd
children.,  The wife should be issued with a book or card which

she should then tuke to the local court or post office to
recelve the weintenance (in the suac way -8 she receives family
21loWances). -

_2) Further burdens zre addel by bheing taxed as = single
Woiman. The complexity of the tax system for ordlinary people is
forinidable. 1t seems that often deserted wives are refused
ooclial Security for one reason or another,, «¢lthough their funds
are .ctually inadequate to keep thaa zng their children even ot
& mininal leval., 1f she does get a waintenance no watter how
small 1t is she is taxed on the allowance.

: Pressure is brought on oluer chiluren to support the
Tainily, causing sume of then poverty or distress, insteud of &
husband being made to pay. He is in fact getting tax allowence
on the awount his due to pay-even if he mckes no payuwent.

Th}s allowance should only be set aguinst receipts for waintenance
paid. | '
.At.the présent tine there must be literally hundreds of young
children who are having to go home frca school to a cold, eupty
house S?Mply because their mothers =zre having to:work. © In nmost
cases, 11 the mothers were receiving the proper aaintenance, they
would be able to afforxrd to Jork, say mornings only, so enabiimg
taem to be home when their children crrive froo school.



It is « very bitter thing for aocthers to benr, o Sec their
chiléren suffer in tihis way, Laning thzt their husbands ars
complstely free «nu probably 1iving in coupurative luxury, «ith
no responsibility «t zall. The lail 1e encouraglng the:id by
21lowing a situation whercs 1t 18 elS8Yy tu flaunt responsibilitics,
an¢ live as if they are batchelors agwvin sometliaes with £50 0. 0O
o week to themselves .

This 18 a copy of & letter sent to our Comaittee froa
Richaxd Cross.aan, when he was o Labour Minister. | |
o2n. Noveabex 1967.

Desar dlauain,

I wa very glad that you wrote to ae enclosing the lstter
which your Group recently scnt to Dr. suamerskill znbout Divorce
Lzw# refora.

I don't think you would find «ny disdcgrecdaent fron
either Bill Jilson or e with your view that forx aivorce
reforia to be efféctive it must include financial «nd econoialc
provision cegignel to reiuce the present inequulity between the
partners in marriage. There 1is, however, & practical difficuity.
idr. #ilson will not be woving a Blll which he hiwuself has couposed.
A8 one 0f the backbench .P.s fortun:z2te in the ballot he hus
agreed Lo accept froa the Lora Chencellor and uyself @ Bill
prepared by the Purlicuent Draftsiien zlong the lines worked out
first by the Lu+v Conmiission, und then by ths archbishop's

Couxaittee. I shall be very surprised if your Committee were
in dlsugreenent with its provisions. ihe aifficulty is that

a Priwaute seuber's Bill will already be o hesvy bur.en if it

only deals with the strie¢t divorcs provisions. Loreover the
recoiendations of the Low Corrxaission about the economic relation-
ship between the partners of @ marriage are nst yet realdy to be
transforiled into zn act of Parlia.ent. I aim very hopeful thet
the Governament will in fact push the Bill through.

#hat it coames to therefore is that the complete reform
Ww1lll be done in two Bills; first & Private leabers' Bill
sponsoreua by Bill wWilson, and secondly « Governaent Leasuxeé.
1 aw glad to be able to clear this confusion up.

Yours sincerely,
signeua Dick Crossman.

The =bove letter is one big lie, for they proalsed,
'a Womans' Charter', which would include, s ir Crossaan polnts
out fin.ncial and econoalc provision. He further «uaits there
are inegualities . between the Partners in snrriuge In spite of
his knciwlewre of such inequzlities existing, the Labour Governuent
drove through rough shoa, with the Divorce Refoxm Bill, aaking
the inequulities ten fold, against the wouen wna fadillles.
They cdid nothing «bout the women's property Bill, proposea by
Doctor Bdith suailerskill, which was on the last readling. It
could euaslily have been pushed through. W& h .ve he:rd nothing
about this Bill, nedther hove we heurxrd anything about wouen’s
just rights from the tonserviitives, since they cadie into power,
after the Labour Guvernument defunked anc wos hurr¥rled along #ith
their broken prouaiseg oc2ut of the Governwent before the Tories
céuue to power there was suile t-wlk by certain tory wouaen dbout
a Jomzn's Chorter, which has not been .entioned since.

. 3t appeurs wouen ars to be left at the mercy of male
wdventurers, «nd plundered of their hara earned fruits of
Labour. |
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: Women we have ta.do something about our slave mentallyy.
Je nr = been trapped by psychological brain washing and ccnjrol.ed
econciuically by mens financial support which is the recognlqed
social pattern of a womans position 1n society ﬂnd the hom

We arz regarded as inferiors, the malintenance liclourera
without bargaining »ights. Althongh every womzn in hier Gegpésy
thoughts realise-that the whele bottom of socleily will arop out,
without the constaznt endezvours of the women. Because of oux
forced cconomi: dependunce on the wages of our hus ands, na the
realisation of our position as the r~rlal doormat, buil we also
‘recognise that the men depend on our debendmblllty, it is evidenv
men could not turn out the wealth and production that they produc
at work wmithout the const:nt attention they receive in the 10m3;
therefore this unpald housework 1§ us equal to any labour in “he

factorikes and oﬂfl 68,

o

se observe that one hslf the population is 1iviung o
ditferent world to the others, even in the same houae The mun
and woman find z gulf of dlfference in their standard of
wealth and living. @ Poverty is felt meinly, by, nd zcutely
effecting the women. The poorest of men =zre paid for work,

a woman in the home 1s unpuld she gives her labour for notaing
she is taken for granted, and has not legal rights in Taw,
therefore the walu: of her yposition is that of a slave.

Her person eciid famlly depcuc on .the good wil: of the huvsbund,
there is no known Law to pretect women in the home. 11 R
man refuses to meintain the slave they have in the howms, thex:
is no rights to appeal about her treztment, as The manner 1in
which & wan tre.ts his wife and famlly 1s recognised by lL.aw zs
a privsate aifair.

ohe can in desperation seex a divorce, if Sne does all-her
previous Jabour is lost, because the courts consider house

WOorK &5 no work and therefore of no value, she could bhe 1&Ft
without any house, or property for her and the family. Lﬁ

she 1s ne.rly alw.ys sntrusted with the fauily without prop
I'inancial provision,

. Y
= L

The new Divorce Reform Bill is coming into force in

1ok, ihig enables a man o desert or divorce his wife and .
lczse his fawily in two.years if he desires, this will encourage
zdventurers to toke advantaige with the aid of the Law. e

women vi=re told we should be covered by the Jomen's Charter
ana iatrimonizgl Homses Bill, however both theese Bills in cur
intsrgst nNave been dropped and nothing more heard about thenm.
i€ now have less protection from the Law than eur grandmothers
received. ~The result is that imany families are on the sSociz
Security, beslow the poverty line, even the comparatively wealthy
Wives can in 5ix months find their s«vings. spent; and on socisz
bonefits alihough they huave n&a property, as a Womans Wages ar'e

too low to maintain & family alone.

.Je believe that the prowmise of equal pay #ill pe
ineificient, and that a grdaded system will be iantroduced, into
factories and ofrices, to prevent women from obtaining equalitly.
iln fact this syscem 1is already appearing in many factories. ! i
1s also notable that the Unions are ignoring equal pay, i i1
of their gas~bagging, their action proves, they believe 1in uﬁequa;"
rises, the Unions «re asging for 100’ rise for men «nd 70 % ris -
for woien,

No men‘s Uniocas or moveument truly represent women, we
nccd to fight for our ovn cguﬂllty, tc unite 1in aCt’Oﬂ 20d foru
our own orgarisations fox vrotectiun.,
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OLD MEN WD YOUNG WOMEN UNNATURAL LOVERS.

We have reached a stage of corruption ., Wwomen are soaked
in the "01d mens' cult. Bspecially,the young girls are steeped
in propaganda, which is ever flowing from the dally newspapers,
adverts, womens' Magaz1nea, television, aznd films. In fact all
the forms of. information are controlled by aging male directors.
These old men in power cheapen women, by their daily onslaught

conditioning through their rubbishy publlcatlons, to except ¥
unnatural love dffclrS sayliug women prefer matured greying
men; such- is the torrent of this forced conditioning, many of the o

young womcn fall foul, by excepting aging men,old enough to be theixr
father and in some cases their grandfathers, as marriage partners.

The glrlb are glven to believe it is modern,to marry an .
aging spouse, for his wealth and already made home the home belonging
to the former wife and grown family. But the young woman 18
marxying a criminal, as he deserts his former family, comaiting
one crime, but then he commits a further crime,6 by warrying a young
woman and ru1n1ng her youth, and the right for her to marry a

- |

- young man in her own age group, . she loses the right to =
natural love and fauily life.

Instead often after,the mist of illustion she discovers she has
nothing ,only some one elses husband ancd her future clouded with
his old age,sickness and death to contend with. - He had his youth

'else-where,W1th his first wife and family.
Xf she reaches forty and he dies, she is left. 1onely, hav1ng had

no satisfactory youth.

- Bvery day we sce lovely young women marxying men once ox twice
married, although we never hear of their real. 1life to-gether.
If the young wowmen were to be confronted, they bear their cross
alone daring not to disclose the misery of their nmistake with a
uomlneerlng old dadd with all his wealth, it is still a
sclientifically burren existance for the girl , and a terrlble
mental stigme for her to have inflicted .evil,on another woman and
the family, After the damage, the girl has to live with this stigna,
all this suffering ,due to ignorance,and her life wasted on an old

man. F DRl R 0 ﬂ_.__-__.;_...
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Leo Abse M.P. for Pontipool, South Wales.,
william vwilson M.P. Coventry oSouth.

We believe the above arxe Tories in Labour guise,
concealing themselves in the lLabour ranks, although the
Labour Government has been ousted due to their contemptuous
policy, they'still eontinue Nomen—baitlng. wWwe find the
antagonist Leo abse bent on destruction, by proposing Lads
indiscriminately against us. e find him in the pro-fascist
ranks joining the conservatives to keep the status-quo and to
prop up a rotting régiwme, long over due for burial. Theix
policy is to enslave one section of society to carry the burdens.
Leo Abse william Wilson and colleagues, group of labour
usurpers, have resolved to make women the victims 1in the same
way as Hitler enslaved the Jewish people, he confiscated their
property, persecuted them and place the onerous, for their own
detexioration and the inevitable break down of society in the
1930's, on to them. Women are now in the same position of
oppression, we 1ift the cover of society and see where fasgcists
lurk. Daily they snatch away, by discriminating laws, our huaan
rights. Circumstances will not improve, without a strong
opposition from the women, you can not depend on the men,
to remove these laws § as it is in the mens' interest,

Leo Abse and followers h:ve cunningly devised laws to widen
th gulf of the inequalities of the sexes.

1t is the age 0ld policy of divide and ruls.

THE L.iS THaT H.VE BEEN PaoSED
uGLINST Us.

Firstly the above men, have done a great amnount of damage

over the last decade, having been responsible for giving a lead,
the tories eagerly carry on the policy.
They have meddled in the Matrimonial affairs, resulting in the
"Divorce Reform Bill", offering no security for the woien and
families, after divorce, full particulars been for-mentioned
in our panphlet,

Secondly the abolition of the "Breach of Promise uct”,
now wouen have no protection against adventurers, and no redress
for the girl her fawmily, left with the costly expenses of the
Wwedding, accompanied by countless other humiliations, distressing
the girl and her people: Only Leo iuabse a bitter anti-feminist
aged old male, could bring such a practical joke causing, intense
misexy, into 1aw.

Thirdly, during their uncomfortable duration in office,
they rapidly passed a bill, little discussed, and announced in
the Press as having become law, a profane act indeed, which
they regard as reform,* sfreedom, for whom,” for the depraved?
This law declares if a young girl is raped zand under the age of
consent. The rake cuan claim, he thought she was of age, the
case can then be dismissed as a charge of rape. Yet another
young girls life distroyed, so why blane children, when the law
does not protect them, Wwhen the criminals are aided and abetted
in the law Courts.
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POETRY FROM THE SUFFLAGETI® IMOVEMENT
DURING ETWARD'S REIGN IN 1909.
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THIS is /. cosy little home Mt 2 ione T AT iy Taiah v 2 & mc s
¥ ..nce no nice wonen wants to roan

She shuts the doors -and windows tight. @ g v e
And never stlrs fron rorn - to nlght o' b e

She cooks and cooks a.nd aJ.l the Whlle |
fhe looks quite jsweei otwerve the snile
Tluu is the wife.all nen Would like

she never: th_Lm«:s nor.rides a blke.
These are t.ae boon; a w...fe ...-.hould read
Of otler bool she Has no. need

With pots and’ ranu she 8pe*1ds Her life

ho wouJ.(,.. not b= a hc:opy v 1fea

Now tuin yo* 1 eyes on other way -
A sadder picilre i'21.display
Is so depraved: she Bays:

She m.ll 1*at be en..,l fedo v
She thinks be..,a* S8 she earas her tozad . -' :
By working wiith her hands or head. | L ¥ : | 1
She ought to hayg her little'say a0l | o ,
In naking lawh- she st obey,. .. N fo, g
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LZGACY LEPT BY TEB LABOUR GOVERMMENT f

ANTI" WOME.L -  LABOUR REFORMS -~ BACK TO ?“"'"”
VICTORIAN DAYS, A AVFUL THOUGHT. R
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C.0.C.R.&.W.C.B.F. wWOMAN'S TOTAL MRELDOI MOVELHENT .

We were intensely interested i1a tue late night programme
"Militant Women" radio four. However w¢ vish to point out
that the introduction was a complete fabrication of thne
historical focts, concerning the second thrust of the "womens'

Freedom Movewment. |

p To explain tiue above, the woiens' opposition to male
oppression has peen in existence tnrough the ages of humanity,
(taere has always been an underground rubble), and so Wwe have
the explosion of the suffragette movewen't in the Bdwardlan ' -
period this explosion opened the door for women to enjoy a more
varied life, other than domestic servitude, both at home and
work, it enabled women to prove their versatility and -
capabilities through the two world wars when they partlally ran
the country. ST -

This new upheaval i: reflected in society because or the 1ill
treatuent of women and children or broken failillies by the
authority, the lLaw and soclety as a wvhole. These fanilies
are experiencing conditions that our grandmothers suffered
during the suffragette struggles. ~We find our few won rights
fading, through Parliament passing anti-woman legislation,
gradually cutting bacx on woumens' progress forcing them 1into
the home znd scrubbing occupations.

This new thrust for womens' freedom begun iu the first
place in Coventry in 1962, by the organisation "Comanittee of
Civil Rights for JWomen and Children of Brogen ramilies", there
vas no real militant drive until then in Buyope or America.
de attacgxed the main political parties, the Law Society,
the Church and the laws on Divorce. We witnessed the appolling
“prejudice and watched women sold out of the matrimonial home
the ex-husband and father selling the home and furniture for
financial gain. We have vworked untiriugly distributing
leadlets all over sngland, we have sent our programaie zad
oooklets to M.P's and Parliaument, constantly bambarding the
«=uthhorities on &ll wouaens' problems. Posting leaflets in
public places such =zs the libraries, Universities, public toilets
\ behind the doors). A poster parade at Covéntry carnival.
Je have s0ld our booklets in Birminghanm every Friday and white
Wwashed slogans on the walls, (action reported Coventry svening
Telegraph): Distributed leaflets to all women «t the Blacgpool
womens' Labour Party conference; znd gave out publications at
the Blackpool Labour party coaference, and gave the leaflets to
all the uinisters. Wwe have Jritten regularly to the local and
National press. The National papers have on the whole ignored
our campalgns, because it wes not popular to begin with, we
head more support frow our local press. Now the atmosphere has
Spread, others have rallied to the cause and the main papers
allov a few lady Don's to relate women's point of view, and
pose as the fatellectual leader of the moveaents.

The clauims mazde by the Jomen Liberationists azbout their
activities in Coventry are false, wWe clain to be tae only group
of any standing in Coventry, Birmingham and surrounding areas.
They.dld nothing in the General Kleetions, we fought continually
Sﬁﬁdlng leaflets for the Labour women to walk out of the party,
whnich did not represent them, ' | o
We hed o campaign ageinst the labour Party atticked Jdr R. Cross-
man Social Security Minister «t, the Town Hall Leamington.

Our liovement is first in the field of the N&7 Womaan'’s Art 1in
painting and sculpture, we exhibited two puintings «t the
Womzns' Oxford conference 27t Hebruary to the 1lst iarch 197%0.
de will continue this work to turn back the trend of the low
degredation point reached by present day artists.



e |
L. re-nembined "Commiittee of Civil Rights for

Womer and Cailcrwen of Broken Ma:iildes”,and wWonens' Total‘
Freedom lMovenen*”. | % o
The Liberation groups have only been i existence nine months.
In Coventry they h.d & group in existence for six months
and had one demonstration by sitting on nappics at the queen's
visit, an untimely demonstration as most of the woamen were
interested in the Queen’)peccme hostile to the Liberationists.
This of course proved demoralising to their group, they :
expired and no longexr operate in Coventry. We still continue
determined a#s ever to change this slave situation for women. de

sesent the Libcrationists college girls from wWarwicKUniversity =
looking for a career for themselves, pretending our organisation
and work is theirs, and actively blanketing our success.

All this can be investigzted .nd proved as correct.
"Coventry Bvening Telegraph, and Coventry Express. Parliament
have our early prograume and lcaflets. S s S '

We stood at Stratford-On- Avon distributing leaflets to
American woinen on coach parties and to Coventry Cathedral

- visitors in 1963. 4@ did this to help spread the influence
abroad. Ve have also walked in demonstrations in London
the only woimen carrying banners connected with wouens'
problens. On a lay Day rally our slogans Wwere reported in
the "Daily TelegraphV.

wWwe are writing this document for the record, to scy
We s5tood all the early pressures when no one Was s0 called
interested, according to R. Crossiaen M.P.
J€ have written to "wWomans' Hourx", never receiving 2 reply
allthough we have noticed our influence infiltrating the
progra.mes,there is & more varied subjects on woaens'
poslition in society today, before we heard only general nothings
2nd house wifery improvements, obviously .changing the
wtimosphere and trend of thought in this programme.

Je are happy that our influence has spreud to a

National organisation, but at the saize tine we feel it is
dangerous to distort history on the origin of the second
thrust of & womens'® freedom movement.
Destruction and lies mean lack of integrity. During the
broadcast on "Militent Women", there is a pretence of a pure

ﬂu,,_,j. noet Organisation, whére everyone has & democratic say, in actual
fact us wmost human organisations they are split into factions

Jer i 2o throy zh, those with foundations in Universities. Lady Oxford
Dons-%who heve really 1littlec experience of wouaens' real misery &
in society) have = ready made audience and so nzturally (on =
class basis)fhe right to much publicity. | "
Je¢ fear this opportunism, looking at the history of other
organisations such as the Labour and Liberal Parties and the
Co-operative socigty, all the hard work and pressure Was
taken by the sincere people and their efforts resulting in
National Movements, only to be invaded rather late in the day
by University type opportunists pouncing on ideas and policy

] . taken froam the genuine fighters. The career hunters
B eéxperiencing little hardship, build themselves up, blanket

the genuine source, attempt to head the movement, often the
usurpers succeed, and under their leadership the movement turns

reactlonary Joses support, and halts any progress towards
change.
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