September 1984

B;Eo'aele C.N'D “ Ban,

ps usual o¥er the past few years,
Broseley CND booked 2 stall at the
town's carnival on Bank Holliday
Mondaye. It was booked two or three
months ago end vwe had hired a gas
cylinder and bought 200 balloons and

20 kites to sell on the stall,

Then, the dsy before, we were
informed by the Chairman of the

srnival Committee that we were to

be banned from the field because we
might antagonise some sections of the
community. It later transpired thet
he had received s phone call threast-
ening violence if CND perticipated in
the carnival.,

We zrgued that 2s a local orgenis-
=ztion we were scs entitled as anyone
else to taie part, that we were not
using the ‘carnival for political
propaganda but merely to sell balloons
sand kites to those that wanted then,
thet we had paid out nearly £50 on the
strength of being told a stzll would be
available to us, and that our canvassing
and street actions had showed that the
majority of the community were sympath-
etic to our sims. All to no avail
however. Such is the prejudice and
paranoia about us by« those with power
in this small community, .that a little
bit of intimidation is sufficient
excuse to exclude us from:-Broseley's
mainievent of the years |
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A DESPAIR AND ‘EMPOWERMENT
- DAY WORKSHOP.

SATURDAY 13th OCTOBER -
DAWLEY CHRISTIAN CENTRE

10am -~ -5,00pm

all welcome
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SEPTEMBER 20th - 30th
GREENHAM CO'3CN

10 MILLION WOMiN.sesee 10 UAYS

Cruise missiles ond 211 nuéiear'weapons

must go. o ’

War is a failure, ! i ;

we must succeel in finding a better woy
of living together on this small planet.
Direct action and socisl change will
help create a world we can all live in
together,

A gathering/action will take place from
ceptember 20th - 30th which will hope=~
fully involve 10 million women(body and/
or spirit) from Britain snd abroad who
will come together to share in the
vision of a world free from war, :
"Seeing the vision of what these 10 duys
to gether csn be, is the beginning....
then.... believing in the sort of world
we want..... a world without war"

If you are a woman and involved in s
group or organization, that isnt a peace
group, but is never the less wrking for
a fairer more peaceful world,..( i.e.
womens rights, black rights, opposing
racism, oOpposing nuclear pcower, commune .
ity improvements, lesbian rights, trade

-union, Greenpeace etc ete)
. Please come in September and illustrate

the links, Represent your work in the
in the struggle for social change and
survival, '

WOMEN COMEx*¥%% September 20th - 30th¥***
GREENHAM COMMON(near Newbury, Berkshire.

Posters available from Greenham web
poster c¢/o B'ham Pgace Centre, 18 Moor
Street Cueensway Btham, If you want one
or more please weite 2nd send 2 stamp
or donation to cover costis.
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The Para-military Organization Linked
to the Conservatives (Police

Unfortunntely Shirley Willisms was
wrong when she said that Sean Downes
was the first pers n to be killed by
government forces, (after = well-order-
ec demonstration had been transformed

- by an arbitrary governmentz1l ban)
sin~e the massccre of Peterloo.

VWhether one counts striking miners who
diec as & result of police or scabdb
actions; whether one counts black
youth beaten up in cells & dying as a
result after rrotests at police fail-
ure to prevent racist knife attacks;
whether one counts Blair Peach killed
while demonstrating to prevent Nazis
ter orizing blacks: +vhether one couns$s
the Oid mexber pushe! by the pclice

uncer = lorry on the A 50 Fagt o Sa1~

isbury, in the early 60s during ¢ ]
rounc forten; the list one way &
another is fairly long,

The fact thzot Mre Garvin is an American
wno advocates violence can surely har-
ly be & reason for a Government which
has just welcomed Ronald Reagan to
these shores to have - sudden convers—
ion to non-violence & claim to be bann-
ing :1ll such advocstes, VWhile if the
goverrent was so converted & going to
set such an high moral tone, =nforeing
a ban on an advocate of violence with
plastic bullets is somewhat contradict-

oYY,

One can assume therefore the justificat-
ion advanced by Mr Prior & others was
pure hypocrisy. The ban on Garvin
speaking was not made because he wss
no pacifist. There woulc have been no
ban on someone who had come to praise
the British army. If was made because
he is on the other sife,

Hardly surprising, governments do not
generally favour those vho' sympathize -
with their enemies. Had the Tories
the honesty to put it that -way, vere
tk‘* *rfnared to acknevlecge the pollt-
ica 11l playec by the police, one
coulo narcly object, however much one
might sympathize with the friends &
relatives of Sean Downes,

It is the same hypocrisy that govern-
ments show when - while building ever
more weapons - they c’aim to be multi-
lzteralists & as such "true disarmers".

Also incl entally, the same hypoeris
as that the Governuent shows when it
claims to be demoeratically responsive

to the wishes of the Ulster majority in

moint th*HIWﬁ ~ 'n':tr""\ tion vhich was artif-
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Police & Sean Downes cont’'d

icially designeé to ensure a perpet-
ual majority for one sice.

L. Otter.

ATIONAL C.N.D. CiviL DEFENCE
LAMPAICGN WEEBK (SePT (T - 3rd)

*.m.-'” -
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Civil defence has alwzys given us an
issue with whigh we can campaign .
locally by building elliances between
C.N.D. and the nuclear free zones
authorities, The recent research and
findings on the nuclear winter has
provideg new materizl for use in
campsigning and it comes at a time when
the governaent is to force loecel
authorities to implement new civil
defence regulations.

The C.N.D.compaign week has two primery
aims

(1) To publicise the short , medium
and long term wffects of nuclear war,
Particular. promineﬁcﬁ will be given
to the idea of the nliclezr winter.
(2)

(2) To generate public awareness of
the opposition to the civil defence
regulations,

During the week 2 military exercise
will be taking place in Furope. Code
named 'Operation Lionheart!the exercise
is to test plans for reinforcing the
British army on the hine and is being
used to publicise and test out the role
of the TA and reserves so as to "help
to undermine the arguments of those
who claim that the governments ¢ommit-
ment to nuclear weapons has been &t |
the expense of our conventional forces,

The exercise will only act out the
early stages of a military conflict 'so
the exchanges remein conventional,
However in all previous i...T.0U paper
exercises conventional war in Europe
has inevitably turned nuclear. C.N,D.
during the campaign week will comment
on the Lionheart exercise and point
out how misleading it is in giving the
impression that war in Furope would
not go nuclesr, as k.A.T.0 strategy
and force structures would guarantee it.

T.A,¥8.G will be campaigning through
the week and will be showing the .
S.A.N.4 wvideo on the nuclear winter
in several venues throughout Telford,
Please see the next issue of Chain
Reaction for details.



Tale of two leaks.

Mrs Thatcher is fond of comparing her-
self to Churchill, & of holding him up
as & paragon & a model, One of the
actions for vhich he has been most acc-
laimed, (though it is not one on vhich
she :is frenueh*ly vocal,) is th:t he
used hlS former ﬁdmlwr’ty'po 1t10n to
contact z senior civil servant and find
out from him the true facts wbout the
state of British armaments.

(Gne should¢ stress - since this is a
metter so frequently misreported by

groups such as the Croalition for Peace AT

Security - that it was in no spirit of
pacifizm that th: tken Tory Govermment
nad allowed Britain's military forcez to
become run dovn, It was Jjust that too
many of the financiers who support the
Tory Party had their hznds too deeply in
the till; & so though Britesin svent more
money between 1935 & 39 thur ¢ic Germany

mhlf‘h had started from notnlng' she had
1ess to SLuT iar it at the env )

The Admir- ltr civil servant (& on ass
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larrer Tory majority then than now) is
universally praised, Their courage in
taking the risi-, & going to someone to
leak that they knew is held up es an
example,
the: ghen govermment put its own narrow
political interests above the truth, that
it deceivec the nation, & worked agsinst
the nation's intercsts),

I can imagine few Chain Regction readers
wvho will heve fziled to notice cert:in
parallels whether with Sarah Tisdall,.who
waS‘penallsed for revealing-that Heselt-
ine was engaged in a alshonest cover-up,
or with Cllve Ponting vho is now champged
with revezling thatiMro Thatcher was sim-
ilarly engagec,

1 w ncer whether, vhen she is denoun-
cing leaking as unpatriotic, Mrs Thatcher
ever remembers the Churchillian parallel,

It woulc be nice to think that she is only

lying to us, that she is sufficiently

honest to herself, if not to others, to
remember = the precedent; to think that

she is hoping like msd that others don't

think of it., But that would presuppose

s residual element of honesty that is un-
14 kalv.
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It is generzlly accepted that
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Disclaimer

Ever since 1960 C.N.D COLFERENCE
Ever since 1960 8.N.D conference has
regularly voted that unilateral nuclear.
disarmament involves refusal to remain
within any military pact bassed on nuclear
arms.That we are therefore opposed to
continued membership of -N.A.T.0 and would
equally oppose the Warssw pact(the only
reason that there was no vote before
1960'waq that Canon Collins prevented it
going on the AGM agenda. )

Conference hzs regularly rejected as
dishonesty the claim that it is possible
to have a non-nuclear N.A.T.0s N.A.T.O
¥as formed before Britain got its
independent—~deterrent and existed from
the beginning to extend ‘merica's nuclear
"protection over Europe". It was never
concelved in any other terms,

Curiously, despite this regular and over
whelming vote , despite equally end
regular AGHM demands that C.N.D head=
quarters point out-N.A4T30 leaflets,and
use the columns of Sanlt to campaign
against N.A.T.C- - there hss never been a
nationnl campaign og the issue.,Even more
curiously the editor of Sanity( though he
nss never published 2n article in support
of C.N.D policy on N.A.T.0 .) has seen
fit to publish, in the August issue =n
article arguing that C.N.D should not
opuose N,/ .T.C but that a unilateralist
Britzin should try to reform H.A.T.O 80
it would become non - nuclear.

The editof justified this , in national
council with the specious arguments thst
he believed that both sides of the
argument should be published. If he ever
published the viewexpressed by conference
that might be fair. Though ss the nstione
al media are constantly putting the czse
for NeA.T.O it is. hardly e minority view
not given fair expression,

The arguments for unilaterzlists
supporting l.A.T.C is that otanerwise
other European countries might sllow them
selves to be an even more belligerent
alliance with fmerica. This of course
might happen, but it mzkes nonsense of
the basic C.N.D case that = dramatic
gesture by one country is necessary 1s
to reduce tension and inspire peace
action elsewhere. There is no dramatic
act of trust in giving up the negligible
British'independent deterrent' and
reverting to sheltering behind the U.5
bomb.




The advocates of nuclear vower stae
tions of'ten appear to want to be
able to argue both ways, but the
latest example is more blatant

- than usuazl. Normzlly when it is
rointed out that there has been a
leak, that this amount of radiat-
ion could cause 'x' people to get

-cancer; they reply that there is"
not yet any irrefutable evidence
of one person getting cencer in
the area, & therefore they szy

that the theoretical rossibility
shoulc he discounted,

However they are now using the re-
verse tack, Statistics - from
way back in the 50s - show an in-
creased leukemia rate in the Vind-
scale (Sellzfield) area far higher

- than their ovwn theoretical rate
for the cause cof cancer. Larger,
by something like a factor of 100,
& so they now argue that the obser-
ved empirical data must be ignored,
because it dces not conform to their
theoretical predictions,

No doubt if one is going to continue
to igncre theoretical predictions
of cancer, because at the time it
is too early to hawe cbserved re-
sults; & to ignore ecdified obser-
ved facts, becpuse they don't cone
form to.earliet preconceptions as
te results; it Will be possible to
go on ingisting that nuclear power
brings nc dangers.

This mey make us cynical when we hear
that tests have shevn that there is
no danger from lezks after the ship-
ping crash wherein cne ship was car-
rying radio-active msterial. It has
come out that the crevi were ordered

-to tell noone about the cargo, which
does not assure us we would be told

-t

if the tesﬁs had produced a different

result,

L ocal ‘ Contacts

T.2.N.G S8ecretary - Una Chester, 14,
Hinkshay Road;, Dawley, phone 590307
other T.A.N.G local contacts,

Barbara, Broseley 882225, Peter,
Madeley 587532, Maria, Dawley 594842,
Laurens, wellington 54728,
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WEDNESDAY, 3rd OCTOBER 8,00 pm
COUNCIL CHAMBER,SHIREHALL ABBEY
FOREGATE, SHREWSBURY.

Bey:.:nd' Tne Brocs
Avcernatives to the arms race.
A PUBLIC MEETING WITH -
DAN SMITH. (BRITAIN) CO- = AUTHOR OF
' PROTEST AND SURVIVE} CND & END

NATIONAL COUNCIL

CEIARLZ INGRAD(ITALY) FROM COMISC PEACE
CAMP. |

TURKISH PE'CE ASSOCIATION speaker

vt

EAST EURUPEAN speaker

jointly organised by E.N.D and Shrewsbury
Peace Group. B

:!giarg Dates .

3aturday 8th September - super saturday
T./.N.G @tall,Peace Pledge Union van
and street theatre,

Monday 10th - One World week me=ting
Stirchley All Saints Centre 7.30 PrMe

Tuesday 11th- T.A.N.G meeting, Dawley
Information Centre, 7,30pm.

wWwednesday 1éth - Anti - Apartheid group
meeting, Malinslee House, 7.50.

& 215t september - Wrekin
aoDistrict Cougxcil showing the S.A.N.A film
about the nuclear winter" Achange in the
weather" . Malinslee House Thur=- 2:30~43¢

Fev 1-3-9°30
Saturday 22nd - leaflet in Wellington sq.

Tuesday 25th - T.A.N.G campaign meeting
Dewley Information Centre. 7.30pm.

‘vednesday 3rd October - Beyond the arms
race'., Apublic meeting, Council Chamber
Shirehall, Shrewsbury., 8.00pm.
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ADVANCED NOTICE

"Co.N.D NATIONAL DEMONSTRATION
AGAINST TRIDENT.
BARROW~in-FURNESS
SATURD'Y 27th OCTOBE-X.
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