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We wish all our readers a very
happy New Yeor.

1984 was dominated by the famine
in Ethiopia as, sadly, 1985 may
also be. Yet hunger and absolute
poverty blight maony other areas in

the world.

Such disasters as famine are not
necessarily ottributable to 'acts
of God' but are more often man- -
made. Incorrect government pol-
icies in agriculture and indust-
riagl development' can lead to mig-
ration, overcropping, overgrazing,
soil erosion, pollution, unemploy-
ment ond so on.

In too many countries govern-
ments are pursving misguided and
shortsighted policies, an example
being Ethiopia where priority was

iven to celebroting ten years of
?mis)rule. Governments in both
East ond West foiled to react
promptly ond sufficiently. Rev.
Dr. Charles Elliot, former direct-
or of Christian Aid, reports that
the U.S. and Britain refused to
release adequaote funds and food to
the Ethiopian government for the
post two years, hoping that the
disastrous fomine would bring it
down. Similarly, the Russions hove
done little to help, only offering
assistance when shamed into doing
$O. |

Let us all hope for and work
toward more enlightened government
in 1985. | |

1985 International Youth Year.

The United Nations (UN) has desig-

nated 1985 as International Youth
Year to highlight the specific
needs and ospirations of young
people. The themes of the year are
PARTICIPATION, DEVELOPMENT and
PEACE. s
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‘Youth' means any person between
the ages of 15 and 25.

In Telford the dawning of the new
year was heralded by o beacon, 1lit
on New Year's Eve at Spout Mound,
Malinslee. The group which orgon-
ised this event intend to hold
other events and carry out various

actions during the year.

For further information contact
Ruth Griffiths, Woodside Farm,
Sherriffhales, Shifnal. |
Tel Telford 604318
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"Ten yeors aofter the first UN con-

ference on Population the nations
of . the world have just met again

to thrash out the problem of the
plonet's burgeoning numbers.

The stark facts aore these:
® The world’'s population is in-
creasing at o rote unprecedented
in history. "

® In the past thirty yeors or so
death rates have tumbled every-
where thanks to increased medical
aid and other causes.

@ In the same period, birth rotes
have follen o little but not near-
ly as much aos death rotes, so
there is is a considerocble net in-
crease in numbers every year.

The aim must be to get the two
rotes in bolance. The two major
forces working ogainst this first-
ly certaoin world religious doct-
rines which view interference with
procreation as sinful (olthough
they don't object to medical inter
vention in the dying process).



And secondly, there is the mis-
trust with which Third World

countries view efforts by the aff-~-

luent nations to help them curb
their population explosions (per-
haps a justifiable mistrust?). At
. August’s Mexico City conference a
new slant on this issue was a

right-wing US view that population

increase is necessary for a new
spurt of economic growth.....

 Some countries,
made immense strides towards a
stable population, in the past
decade - by what seems to us
draconian measures.

For environmentalists the prob-

like China, have

\"

lem of meeting the demands of ever
greater human numbers ore obvious:
more competition for habitat with
other species, more intensive
methods of agriculture, more
pressure on all resources, more

energy requirements, more wastes

to be absorbed in the eco~system.
'

Almost everywhere better health
care, mass education and old-age
security are the best contracept-
ives - that is, more than anything
else they lead to falling birth-
rates. So the eradication of pov-
erty and ignorance for millions is
part of the survival of all of us.

Originally published in Birmingham Environmental News
by Friends of the Earth, 54-57 Allison St, Digbeth, B'ham,
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GREEN LIGHT FOR

After many months of negotiations
the Lightmoor Project is airborne.
Today, éth of November, prospect-
ive residents celebrated the
Department of the Environment's
arrival of the Department of the
Environment's section 7.1 plann-
ing approval, which clears the way
for the first group to build their
own homes and plan their own
neighbourhood.

The land (23 acres in the first
phase) is made available by the
Telford development corporation to
a community Trust representing
residents, local authorities and
the Town and Country Planning
Association. Each householder is
leasing a plot of up to half an
acre and will share with the
others in maintaining and pro-
tecting the surrounding country-
sige. - | |

The new settlement echoes the
past. Ever since the industrial
revolution (birthplace Ironbridge
and Coalbrookdale, just down the
road) people on lightmoor have
been used to having twostrings to
their economic bow. In earlier
days they grew vegetables and

raised livestock in time spared
from making bricks or digging coal
(from a family mineshaft at the
bottom of the garden).

There will be the same belt-and-
braces approach to the new project

“but this time it is likely to be a

computer in the kitchen and a pig
in the baockyard. Or maybe a job as
a local bricklayer or a postman,
coupled with keeping a couple of
goats and running an allotment, or
a small precision workshop beside
the vegetable patch.

Building society mortgages will
finance the self-built homes and
basic services, with the land and

- its development value as security.

This is not o soft option for fat
cats. It is ¢ very down-to-earth
scheme which is attracting people
with the pioneering instinct,
prepared for tough work in the
early stages in order to create a
new kind of nedghbourhood which
takes o hand in shaping its own
future.

For further information please
contact Mrs Margaret Wilkinson on
Telford 61399%. This updates the

contact previously given.
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should animals have rights?

Surely the gulf
Us  is-‘enermous.

-t

-

- -
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and

between them

How else can we exploin why we
have o right to breed and crom
animals in the concentration camp
conditions of factory farms, deny-
ing all behavioural rightis, dis-
miss their sufftering in transport
ohd sloughter, then sit down to
enjoy their fleshion obrx plotes’

How elze cun we accept the

infliction of the most unimagin-
aghle pain and torture on dnimals

within our luboritories?
How els=2 can we allow their

murder Dpecguse
cmusement from o

¢ mipority derive
sadistic sportd

How elce Con
tave the fur itorn
i5ss to proauce coats
ifnnity? |

from their bod-
to satisfly

intelligence, co-cperation and

ltruism are ollegedly human
cucrauttrlsxlcdy'whilst territ~
o*aixty, aqggression and dominance

l heloing 1o the realm of non-
? wan animal neture., This myth 1is
nog different to the belief of
white or male superiority found
in rocist and sexist attitudes

we allow animals t.r:sﬁ
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) ANTMAL RIGHTS

and is termed 'SPECIESISM'

Speciesism enables us to deny
other onimals' fundamental con-
sideraiions purely because they
happen to belong to another
species to us.,

It is very important that we
reglise animals have rights be-
cavse they suffer much the same as
we do, they can feel pain ond be
frightened, lonely, miserable,

and frustrated; they caon
be happy content ond playfoul.
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Thomas Jefferson wrote when
opposing the slave traode:

"But whatever bLe their degree of
talent, it is no -measure of their
rights, Because Sir Iscac Newiton.
was superior to others in under~-

standing he was not therefore lord
of the propexriy or person.ot: .
nthers”

These same words hold true for
our relatiorn:hip with other
animcls, | |

Anyone who woulid like more

information please contact Telford
Animal Rights Group, Phil Steodman
{(membership secretary) 78 Wegld-
stone, Woodside, Telford, Tel

2282265,
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the London Peace Conf rence will
have a uvniqgue theme, [t will
explore the reldtionship between
personol commitment to Christ cond
World peace. It will not be one.
mare peace conference grappling

w®

with the problems of justice,

armoments and nuclear war.
scek to present an evangelicol,

'R?bliful approach to peace-making.

ian Peace Con-
1d in London
’.

The Wu“ld Christ
will be he

forence |
i rom- 2 2nd JQLY to 29Lh Juﬂf 19285 .
iowsll be centred on Wesliey ’

it will

Chapel and the
fwo large Peace Events will be

ity University.
leld., The Conference will open in
Westminster Central Hall on Tues-
doy night ZZnd July when Ur. Alanp
Walker hnd Bishop Trevor Huddes~
field will speak. On Sunday Z7th
July, Lord Seoper and other speak-
ers will be heard at a Peoce Rally
in Trafalgar Square |

Details from Rev. Sandra Howes,
fe]”nrd Youth Chaplain, The Meetl -
| Tetford Toww Centre




sf living in a high
inempioyment areo like Telford

ihe stresses
highlighted last October at a
sne~day conference on the new
town's jobs crisis.

were

Delegates from 27 local groups
heard from experts on the causes
and effects of unemployment
including Mr. Andrew Nickson, o
lecturer in development economics

at Birmingham University.

The conference, backed by Wrekin
Council and held ot the Council's
Malinslee House HQ, had been

;rjqnzcmd hy Telford Town Commit-
g L

o

speagkers was
sub~-committee
Jack Turner,
life

Among the leading
Wrekin's employment
chairman Councillor
who described the horrors ot
on the dole in delford,

furner showed that
just under a third of local house-
holds were without a wage earner,
leading to severe financial
stress. The growth in the demand
for rent rebates was evidence of
this. |

Unemployment was also causing

Counciller

family stress, marital break-up,
more»”hkln en in care,; lower aca-

demic achievement and an
ing crime ‘rate.,

He said that Wrekin Council had
triediits best to deal wlth seme

f the problems despite Government
imits on council Spendlng '

increqgs-

But only a dramagtic change in

Uriginolly published in

avaol

Government ecoromic policy couid
really solve the crisis,

And if low wages
workers to price themselves into
jobs, why wasn't Telfeord an area
of high employment, he asked.

>ally oliowed

Later, after a series of work-
shop sessions, Councillor Turner
promised there would be research
into the problem of low pay in
Telford.

Mr., Nickson argued that the
problems of the West Midlands were
caused largely by big firms moving
their production overseaos.

Iin the last four years ten of
the largest companhies had shed
32,000 Johd ~.a-third of their
workforce. These jobs had gone to
overseas workergﬁ | |

L g

He stressed the need for an alt-

erncative economi¢ strategy to com-
bat the problem.

Telford Town

committee convenor,

Mr. Denis Ellwand commented: "We
are very pleased wltn the success

of the event, which will greatly
assist our work over the coming
period,

"We also appreciate the support
and encouragement given by Wrekin
District Council, five of whose
Uistrict Counci ive of whose
members and Jeven cofticers were
present..

"A full report of the conference
is now being prepared und will be
lable shortly."

'Wrekin Report', Nov 1784
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At mrlng and Buy' and sale of

?rq‘ leratt d@uds will take place
on utuvﬁav 2nd March from 10.00am
io 4.00pm at 6 Cherry Tree Hill,

“artlbironkdale..

. —— e ]

BRING AND BUY

Goods on sale include books,

cakes, good-as-new children s
clothes and plants.
All Proceeds to Tear Fund.




IE&R““UND SUNDAY
3rd Murch

Sunday
sundny .

is Tear Fund

Anyone wishing to hove Tear
materials or further information
please contact Sue Hawthorne, 6
Cherry Tree Hill, CealbrOJkda3e
Tel ironbridge 2561.

Fund

.

Tear Fund is the accredited UK
reiief and development agency of
the World Cvangelical Fellowship.
Through its various ministries,

Tear Fund seeks to express its

faith by practical service and

- evangelism, endeavouring tc meet

the needs of all members of a
community irrespective of their
philosophy or ideolcgy.
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Fach year Voluntary Service
Overseas sends over 500 women and
men to work on projects in 36
developing countries, We do so in
response to specific requests Trom
countries who want to use the
nraoctical experience and skills we
can provide in their fight against
poveity, disease and malnutrition.

Volunteers live
bers of the community and work
alongside their colleagues on
similor poy. Whaotever the project
the aim is the same, that the
volunteer should pass on his or
het skills and experience so that
the local counterpart can carry on
the work once the volunteer's term
of service expires.

Basic requirements of volunteers
are that they are aged between 20
and 65, without dependent child-
ren, a UK, commonwealth or EEC
citizen living in the UK with
unrestricted right of re~entry,
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and work as mem-
grouprab vV.5.0

1F11 YOF.

able to spend two yedrs overseas
and willing to work for local pay
only. Volunteers fit into five
categories: Agriculture, Business
and Social Development, Education,
Health aoand Trades, Crafts and
Engineering.

If you are not able to volunteer
why not help us on the Shropshire
? We meet monthly,
usually in Telford and we aim to
fundraise, publicise and recruit
for V.5.0., keep in touch with
Shropshire volunteers abroad and

-~

generaolly promote V.5.0. in

Shropshire. You need have no prior
knowiedge of V.5.0. and anyone
would be most welcome. We need
jumble sale sellers and V.5.0.
speakers and everything in
between., If you can help please

contact the secretary of V.S5.0

Shropsinire, H. Sullivan, ot 47,
Beckbury, Nr Shifnal, Shropshire,
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DATES FOR YOUP DIARV

2nd FEBRUARY: Telford Anti Nuclear
Group minibus to Molesworth, loc~.
ation for next set of Cruise miss~-
iles, Details from John, Telford

587947 or 44 Victoria Rd, Madeley,

7th FEBRUARY: 'South Africa at the
Crossroads' - o public meeting
with Mr. Charles Worth, Christian
Aid, who recently returned from '
5. Afiica. 7.30pm at Malinslee
MHouse, Telford Town Centre.

PRINTED ON

P & 3rd MARCH:

Organised by Wrekin Antl Apartheid
Movement .

12th FEBRUARY: TANG meeting, 7.30
pm at Dawley Information Centre.

26th FEBRUARY: TANG meeting. Mr.

Richard Hunt to talk informally on
Molesworth.

see fBrihg & Buy'

article.
12th MARCH :
26th MARCi4:

TANG meeting as above.

TANG meeting as above.
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