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Alan Sinclair of Blaclt Boix News Service
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who fTollowed British army 'deserter!
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George uxelby to Sweden, reports that

L rECRET. T R Ay S

i}_was the Sundax Mirror whq_sent him

A T

there

On 26 August the Sunday Mirror opened
'its file on people helping British
soldiers to desert to Sweden'. Peaul
Donovan, author of this bold eXpose,
claimed that 'eiding the soldiers'
escape are nacifists, the London
"underground" movement and a variety of
so-called peace groups.'

Highlighting the case of Lance-
Corporal (CGeorge iixelby, the last
known soldier to have gone to Sweden,
and boldly brushing aside threats of
retaliation from the publishers ol IT
the Mirror man continued his probe,
'HOW exactly did these soldiers leave
Britain? WHO gave them money, advice
and contacis?'

Donovan stated that in conversations

with him the tall, feir-haired decserter

'revealed' his escape route and
contacts. What Donoven did not gay was
that through classic Mirror methods of
conjecture, cajolery, hounding,
bullying and booze he played on
Bxelby's fear, vanity and financial
difficulty - and that he actively
assiated him to malte contact with
oroups ond individuals who would gew
him to bweden.

In effect Donovan 'ran'! kxelby -
advising, instructing,; wining and
dining the deserter ot various steges
until he reached Sweden and the Mirror
had its stoiy. Mo B 7Y i e

The day after publicotion @
frightened and conrfused ixeluy -
despite advice from the bBwedish
Deserters Support Group in Stockholm -
surrendered himself to the British
Embassy hoping that the srticle would
gain him some kind of leniency. And on
2 September the Sunday Mirror was able
to report that Lxelby 'is now 1in
custody at his REME unit at Arborfield,
Berks, while officers investigate his
case,’

In all George Lxelby was absent
without leave for 12 weeks. The story
of his 'desertion' began on 2 Junc when
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- instead of reporting for a pre-
training exercise in South Wales before
cgoing to Ulster - he travelled to
London. Two days later he found a job

-at the Carnivel strip club in 0ld

Compton Street, Soho., Until he Ffound
accommodation in a Kensington bedsitter
he stayed at the servicemen's hotel,
the Union Jack club.

On Saturday 23 June the Daily Mirror
published a story about the death or a
British deserter in Sweden, claiming
he'd killed himself., ' Aifter reading it
Exelby decided he would sell the Mirror
higs story: funds wrerec low and frequent
trips to Andover to see his girlfriend
vere proving expensivec.

Bxelby's girlfriend, Pauline Scamill,
was the ex—girlfriend of Kevin |
odwalladery, the first British soldier
to desert to Sweden and the present
middleweight boxing champion of
Stocltholm, After Dxelby's disoappearance
the police, sceing Pauline as & link,
vigited her several times.

dithin hours of phoning the Daily
Mirror on 23 June Exelby was having his
firet meeting with Paul Donovan of the
sunday Mirror ot Holborn Circus. They
met again two days later at the bwiss .
Centre and over 2 meal discussed Sweden:
Exelby was to go through the 'pipeline!
and provide Donovan with all the
details.,

They had & further meeting on
ednesday 27 June - on the same day
Bxrelby le™t his job at the strip club,

The following day Bxelby walked into
the ofifices of

the lie.r Resisters
International, ennounced he wag
deserter and said he wanted help in
cetting to Sweden. He repeated this
reguest at the offices of the Peace
Pledge Union.

According to the Mirror i@xelby had
Tound the address oif the PPU 'through
reading "underground” newspepers' - and
Bxelby himnself insisted to me that he
found it in IT. But IT say they don'®
recall publishing the address of the
PPU - and certainly not in a recent
188U, |

More sophisticated liars than LExelby
and Donovan would have cited the London
telephone directory which lists both
the fRI and the FPPU., DBut Donovan
needed to 'establish'! thot someone
other then himsell gave Lxelby the idea
of visiting the PPU.

This explains why Donovan's story
specities that Lxelby weant 'first' to
the offices of IT - although he did not




in fact do so until friday 29 June, the
day after his visit to the WRI and PPU.

The purpose of iExeby's visit to IT
was to ask for help in getting a 'crash
pad': he had by now left his Kensington
bedsitter, Next dayv, 30 June, fixelby
reported to Donovan at the Regent Palace
Hotel and informed him oif his progress
in meceting 'peace groups' and the
'London underground movement'

He then went to Andover Ifor a couple
off deys, saw Pauline and looked up a
couple of friends.

When Exelby had his next meeting with
Donovan on 10 July at the Trafalger
Hotel, he was able to report Ifurther
progress: he had now met people who had
agreed to get him to Sweden.,

They met again a week later at the
George pub in Yerdour Street, During
this time Bxelby had mysteriously 'lost!
his passport. Insisting that somcone in
the 'underground' must have stolen it
he told his contacts thet he must have
2 new one - and they must help him get
it,

In an article he wrote later ior
Cenotaph, the new underground bulletin
for British scrvicemen, .ixelby
degscribed what he did - and what future
deserters should do: 'Go to Somercet
House, using your own nome and correct
date of birth, say you have lost your
birth certiiicate and *f: for an
abbreviated one, it cogts about 25p.

'After getting this go to the ncarest
labour exchange which should have a
pessport section. Furnishing them with
the abbrevieted birth certificate and
two passport photogranhs ask for &
visitor's passport. Unlike the Tull
10-year passport which is sent through
the post and takes up to & couple ox
weeks to obtain, a visitor's passport is
handed over +the counter within minutes
of application.'

Two deys later, on 19 July, Lxelby med
Donovaen Ior the last time before going
to Sweden.,

In an 1nterv1ﬂw published in IT a¥ter
he left London Ixelby claimed 10 o have
been a member of the notorious SAS and
to have been woundcd in action. DBefore
leaving Bxelby asked IT 1o stop
publication -~ 1t was too late: the
presses were already rolling - but
didn't explein the rcal rcason for his

request. It was thaet the interview was
pure fiction - +the product of LBxelby's
fantasies.

The date he flew to Sweden was 26
July - two days later he reported his

saic arrival to Donovan. Within a
ftortnight he visited the British consul
in Malmo '"just for a talk?'. |

I interviewed George lixelby on 21 and
22 August, piecing together the story
of his involvement with Donoven with
the aid of his diary. I was with him
for about 24 hours and interviewed him
for about After I'd left Sweden
txelby phoned Donovan to warn him that
I had been to see him.

On Sunday 26 August = the day +the
Mirror artlcle anpeared - I got a
reverse charge call from Exelby in
ouweden, but when I answered he hung up.

On 27 August, before giving himsclf
up, Bx member ol the

S1Aoe

axelby phoned g
Deserters Support Group in Stockholm
and admitted whet was clcarly implied
by the details of his mectings with
Donowan - that it wag the Mirror who
had sent him to Sweden.

The 31 August issue of Pcace llews -
which also included o fact-sheet for
British soldicrs on getting out of the
army = cuoted Gwyn Villiams, one of
those named in the Mirror article, as
follows: t7 know of no one on the
pacitist left who urged George to go
to Sweden. " He had the disadventages
of this pointed out to him, and was
told oxf other woys of leaving the army.
IT anyone put him up to going to
oweden, the only person I can think of
that 1t could have been is Paoul
Donovan. !

And Pcace liews added: 'Incidentally,
Donovan invented much ol the "ouote"
from Howard Clark used in the Mirror
article,?
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Libel report

rom now on each issuve of ITSIDHE STORY
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Blacklisted, NOTES and LETTERS) are more

examgles of libel actions

In INSIDE STORY 10 we published a letter

from Le Brasseur & Oskley, threatening
to start libel proceedings ageinst us
unlegs within seven days we agreed to
publish 'an apology and withdrawal' of
the article on Holloway Prison in
INSIDE STORY 7 as well as a 'counter-
statement! - they also demanded £50
costs. |

Since that letter, which was dated 21
June 1973, we have received no fewer
than seven further letters from Le
Brasseur & QOakley, nmost of them rude

and/or threatening, but - by 8 September

at least - no writ. We have, however,
been sent the 'counter-statement! which
appears over the page.

Le Brasseur & Oakley are, clearly, an
imaginative firm. Having feiled to
extract an 'apology and withdrawal'
from us by their threats, they tried to
slip it into the ‘'counter-statement'.
They wrote an introduction to it which
ended: 'The editors and publishers of
this magazine concur and agree with
this statement.

In the letter which accompanied this
'counter-statement' they went even
further: 'It goes without saying that
the article as now sent to you is in
its final form and if you alter it in
any way or include any additional
material with it then we reserve all
rights on behalf of Dr Stevenson and
her fellow medical officers.'

Bven 1f we had not intended to
include any further comments on
Holloway 's medical facilities in this
issue, we would have been persuaded to
do so by that letter,

Readers may remember that in their
original leiter Le DBrasseur & Oakley
said they were surprised that we
'failed to give the doctors impliedly
mentioned the normal journalistic
courtesy of giving their own views.'

The answer to that point is cquite
simple: first, the official view of
Holloway is hardly a clogely guarded
secret — it is the prisoners whose
view is seldom heard and, secondly,
Holloway doctors sign the Official
Secrets Act - thus they are not in fact
allowed to give their own views.

We have, however, spoken to two eXx-
Holloway doctors. Both have signed the
Official Secrets Act and have broken 11

by speaking to us: they therefore cannot

be identified, Their comnents follow
the 'counter-statement!?.
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Absurdity is the keynote in libel
proceedings: the effect of an action =
or & threaty; if reported - is always to
attract publicity and atitention to the
offending passages. We have decided to
formalise this absurdity - and reply to
threatening solicitors with threats of
our own. Below 1s the text of our
'Anti-Libel Agreement'.

'The following publications agree that,
in the event of any one of them being
sued for libel or threatened with a
libel action, the others will all
republish within two months the
passages alleged to be libellous -
witnout necessarily endorsing the
opinions expressed or implying
acceptance of the facts stated.

'Bach publication also agrees that it
will publish within two months of
receiving it, any reader's letter which
replies to a personal attack, whether -
or not libel is alleged or a libel
action threatened.

'"We invite all other publications in
Britain to sign this agreement.'
Catongville Roadrunner, Peace News,

Inside Story

For papers signing the agreement we
propose the following brief standard
letter to be sent to solicitors.

'By threatening one of the publications
listed below with a libel action, you
have guaranteed that all of them will
republish the passages you allege are
libellous.

'"We suggest that in future you advise
your clients not to use the law to try
to silence the press.!
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Most readers will know that Pat
Arrowsmith's book The Colour of Six
Schools was withdravn from circulation:
following a libel threat by Mrs Betty
Smyth, head of the Brentford School for
Girls. See Peace News (17 August) for
o RS
a full account of this incident.

Below are the passages which - so far
as we can gather from a virtually
illiterate letter by her solicitors,
Reynolds, Porter, Chamberlain & Co -
Mrs Smyth doesn't want you to read.



'Inter-staff relations at this school
were not good. The RI teacher, Mrs
Childs, in pariticular enlarged on the
bad atmosphere, and what she said was
borne out by one or two other teachers.
There were two camps, she said: the
first consisting of those staff who
came with the Head from her previous
school, who have the best jobs, the
second comprising alli the rest,
Disapproval of the Head herself was
expressed. Mrs Childe accused her of
being racially prejudiced, also of
being very impersonal and not mixing
at all., .The head was not gopular, she
said; she was a very poor judge of
character and didn't really lknow her
staff. Miss Bond, a history teacher,
described her as very authoritarian
and allowing no discussion at staff
meetings; also very suspicious of
anything modern, psychological and so
on. She did not agreec, however, that
the Head was racially prejudiced. I
myself received & cooler reception from
the Head here then anywhere clse,'’
'Mrs Childs (RI) too considered the
racial atmospherc quite good = despite
the fact that she was critical of the

Head's attitude to race relations.'!
'"There are coloured prefects - the

Head did not seem to know just how many.'

'(According to Mrs Childs, the Head
had considered the dance a Black Power
manifestation, said she found it ugly,
and walked out when it was being
performed., )

'Rather bitterly Mrs Childs said the
Head did not think RI important and
discouraged girls, who had to fight to
take it.'!
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Counter—stacenent

The medical staff at Holloway consists
of four full-time medical officers all
of whom are fully qualified medical
practitioners. Three of the full-time
medical officers hold postgraduate
qualifications, two in paychiatric
medicine and one in obstetrics and
gynaccology. In addition to the full-
time medical officers therc are & number
of regular visiting practitioners among
whom are concsultant venercologiats and
psychiatrisis.

A proportion of women who come toO
Holloway are found to bLe suffering from
chronic pelvic infection. This
condition could arise following venercal
disease, or as a complication of a mis-

medical facilities ot the prison.

carriage or even childbirth. It is
completely false, as suggested in the
articley, to say that any woman has had
ler 'stomach ... messed up and badly
infected'! in the prison. Indeed the
prison hospital possesses one of the
few colposcopy clinics in this country
- that 1s, 1t deals with the study and
diagnogis and prevention of cancer of
the cervix. The Acting Senior Mediocal
Officer is responsible for this clinic.
She has in addition an honorary
appointment in an outside hospital.

- A number of serious allegations are
made 1n the original article which give
a distorted and false impression of
The
way in which internal examinations are
periormed is criticiged. The true
situation is that if a women does not
wish to be examined then in accordance
with normal medical practice she will
not be examined against her will. If a
doctor at the VD Clinic considers an
examination nccessary then she will
interview the person concerned and, .
provided she is willing, she will be
taken to the examination room.

The examination procedure involves
taking swabs internally <o that tests
can be made. To enable swabs to be
taken a vaginal speculum must be
inserted. This is done only by a
qualified venereologist who will
usually be a consultant experienced in
this procedure which does not cause
nilscarriages. What can and often does
happen is that on being brought to the
prison a woman is found to have an
infection of the cervix which leavesg it
extremely tender and liable to bleed
slightly at the slightest touch during
the examination.

The only situation where a woman can
be dealt with against her will is where
she suffers from an infectious disease.,
Only in that case will she be isolated
from other patients but even then she
cannot be examined or treated against
her will,

The article alleges that a certain.
inmate wags out of her mind from the
effect of drugs at the time when she
was in danger of miscarrying. It is
impogsible 1o answer this allegation
without knowing who the individual was
but the likelihood is thatv she had been
put under sedation for her own benefit
while in pain and to safeguard her
pregnancy. Had she been taking other
drugs outside prison then these could



have given rise 10 disturbing side
effects. Where a medical officer's
opinion 1s that a woman needs
medication then she will receive it.
Similarly if & woman needs a special
diet because of illness she will
receive that as well.

In cases where a pregnant woman in
prison complains of abdominal pain and
then suffers a miscarriage one of two
things will happen. If the miscarriage
is complete then no evacuation I the
womb (uterus) is necessary awd Gthere-
fore she wil: be treated in the prison
hespital. If the miscarriage is
incomplete then she will be transferred
to an outside hospital where the
necesgary treatment would be carried
out, since the prison hospital does not
have surgical facilities. Most of the
patients are admitted to the Royal
Northern Hospital.

The suggestion that a woman who has
miscarried is denied proper medical or
surgical care is ralse and erroneous.
Where thesc facilities are not avail- ...
able in prison, then the patient will
be transferred to an outside Naiional
Health hosrital. When a women is in
advanced pregnancy she is transferred
to K Wing 2f the prison. This 1is the
maternity wing which is looked after by
botk medical and disciplinary starf.
The Acting Senior Mcedical Officer is in
charge of this wing. A number of
nurses oare gualified in midwilerv,

The author of the article states that
she saw a pregnant girl with her baby's
head and shoulaers hanging out of her.
In the extremely rare event of a sudden
delivery (precipitate labour) the
patient is treated as an emeigency and
the necessery sters are taken for her
transfer to an outside hospital if
Nnccessary.s

The prison medical staff have
received no complaint of the standard
of care from the Royal Northern
Hospital and the true situation is that
o close working rclationship cperates
between the prison medical stafif and
the hospital medical staff.

Allegations are made that inmates are
allowed to smash up withouv being
restrained and that one inmate rang a
bell for two hours in the prison
hospital without any member of the
nursing staff coming near her. In the
first instance it is untruc to suggest
that a woman would be alliowed to smash
up if these incidents can be prevented.
This type of behaviocur is a recognised

reacticn in an individual;wit% &
psychopathic disorder and the ‘staff are
well aware of the possibility that it
can suadenly occur.

What sometimes happens is that a woman
will barricade herself in the room and
proceed to smash up. Even in the short

ime necessary for staff to get to her
and restrain her a woman may be able to
cause a ceriain measure of injury to
hergseli, Sometimes this type of
reaction happens without warning after a
woman has p2rhaps received bad news in a
letter or from a wvisitor.

As Tor the allegation that a woman was
allowed tc ring her bell in the hospital
for two hours. +the medical staff have no
record of such an extremely unlikely
incident in the place. It is possible
Tor a woman to ring her bell and when
she is seen Ly the nursing stalf nothing
ie found to ke wrong with her. There is
nothing to svwor a person continuing to
ring tihe .bell if she so wished. N

Finally it chould be emphasised that
a woman detained in Holloway prison
rececives the gsame stardard of medical
care which she can expect to receive
outside.

L o o o o e o b e b i AL R o R o o bl

The two-ex-Holloway doctors say emphat-
ically <hat medical facilities .in...
Hollowey are comparable with those in
ordinary hospitals. Bgﬁaﬁh0, stress that,
in the atmosphere of prison, medical
care can never be perfect,

One said: 'With its decrepit old
buildings and vnrison officers desperately
institutionalised -~ as inadequate as the
priscners - Holloway is a horrible place
to be,!

The article we published - written by
a serving prisoner - was described as
'grossly exaggerated!. But one doctor
added: 'T don't blame anyone for
cxaggerating. ' (We hope to publish a
further article besed on these cdoctors!
comments in the next issue.) Needless
10 say both considered the threat of a
libel action an absurd reaction.

‘ Jat ']
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We invite other people with experience

of Hollowey's medicael facilities to send
us their comments. Also the next issue
will include a pascage which we were
preventecd from publishing in INSIDE STORY
I becauvse our printers, Darwin Press,
insistecd on a solicitor's libel letter.
Incidentally INSIDT STORY 7 was read for
1ibel = without the Holloway artic.ie
being gueried.,




Blacklisted

Just over two vears ago Jlalter

shon sieword at the licCormicic
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acreen Process

Glasgow and o registered disadled
person, was sacked ror his trode union

gotivities. He hes since been blaclk-
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listed in Scotland by other employers

Tl

and remains unemployed. Here Alan

Sinclair of Black Box liews Service
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shows = by means ou & remarkable tape-

recording -~ how the blacklist works

and erxemines tne background to the
Morrison case,
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On 8 llerch 1973 during en adjournment
debate in the House of Commons Druce
Millan, Morrison's MP, stated: 'There
is no doubt that in a sense, whether
by deliberate action or erffectively in
other wavs, he has been blacklisted by
enployers, screcen printers in
Scotlend.,!

I decided to investigate the
operation orf the blacllist by posing
as an employer in the process of
setting up & smocll screen printing
firm in Glasgow. I had in Tfront ofl me
a re’crence, dated 19 April 1968, from
McCormicks' manager, @William J Recs.
It described lorrison as 'honest,
conscientious and a good worker. e
has a very good record oi aivitencaance
and is punctual,'

The rerference concluded: 'Should any
further information be reculired we
would be only too happy to furnish
same.,! Accordingly, on 25 May 1973, I
telephoned W P HMcCormick, the firm's
boss. During the call my receiver wes
connected to a taperecordcer and, as
extra witnesses, two other wmembers ol
Black Box News Service listened in
on en extension. Below is the
transcript of thet conversation.

SINCLAIR: Hello, Mr McCormick.
McCORMICK: Mr McCormick here.
SINCLAIR: My name is Sinclair. He
interviewed a counle ol people ior
jobs and I have got a reference irom
vou dated April 1968 regarding a chap
called Morrison. I wonder 1ii you

~could give me & little background.

McCORMICK: I wouldn't touch him with a
barge pole. How many screen printers
are wou going to have?

SIiTJLATR2: I'm not sure. it's being
handled by our Mr 'elixz. All he asked
was thet I get nmy hends on a screen
prinver, someone to employ here.,
HMcCORMICK: The man neacrly ruined my
business. He'd cut vour throat for a
tanner -~ oi course I never said that.
Spealking o8 on employer he lost 18
peonle their jobs, I had to get rid
oif the lot of them. I oiffered them
their Jjobs back but they wanted 1o
come back as a gang - led by this man,
I think he iq)a Maoist. You'll finish
up &s a hired help in that business,
that's how you'll end un -~ nothing
surer. It will take him about a year
and a half, then yvou'll be in dead
trouble.,

falter Morrison, who suffers irom
progressive athritis in both legs,
joined McCUormicks in 1967 under the
'quota provisions' of the Disabled
Persons (3mployment) Act 1944 which
compel employers with 20 or more
emnloyees to take on one person
regisftered as disabled. He had been
advised to register by +the Department
of Auployment - and driven to
McCormicks by two officials of the
Department.

After an interview Morrison was
taken on under the 'cuota provisions!s
McCormicks received & government
subsidy for his training. Within a
few months he asked for a reflerence
(the one gquoted above) +o help him get
another job in the industry but the
fira nersuaded him to stay.

MeCormicks, a small Tactory with
just under 30 employees, hod no union
organisation to spealk of and was
considered 'wide open'. There were &
number ol women vencl workcers doing
the same work &as men but setting paid
well below the men's rete. The shop
steward vas seen as & tool ol the boss:;
all the Toremen in the place were ex-
shop stewardss A shop Tloor committee
of three existed but was a bit of a
joke: meetings with the works manager
would often be Dbrought to an end with
him shouting, bashing his fist on the
desk and chasing the committee from
his office.

For two years Morrison was rcluctant
t0 be drawn into open conirontation
with his mancgement, though he



attended bronch meetines
the Sign ond Disvolaw
wrote the odda letter o
industiricl matters. i
owmn busincga' he savs.
trouble for I had a wife
look aiter, bille to pay.
'Look, I knew the scorc,

of his union,
retcs Union, and
a%* Press on
ust minded my
'T aidu’t want
end Tamily to

Jiten, when

I had some letter or cother publisued 1in
the press on the cuesticns il industrical
democracy ~nd workecrs' contral,

McCormick used to come up end cucation

me about it. I knew wkhat would heppen
if I got involved for he couldn't buy

me o0il,!

Then, ecarly in 1270 = a.ter aoother
farcical retreat by the shop rloor
commnittee - the shop steward resigned
end Wolter Morrison wos asked by his
workmates to represent them. This time
he did not reifuse. Soon the workers at
McCormicks were winning tengible gainss
an all-round wage increcase, ecunal rates
for the women worsers, a new bonus
payment.

McCormick reacted strongly to this
new threat to his profit margins. He
storted insisting ithat the McCormicik
Super Continental Screen Printiig
Mechine, which he'd invented, dida't
need screen technicicns to operate 1%
only 'feeders! - unskilled workers who
would get unskilled rates of pay «

He tried to break <own the united
resistaence of his workforcz by offering
higher wages to a swmall grour 0. men.
When that didn't woric he threaten:d
dismissals Tor envthing and cvorything,
especially bad timoukéeyiugg Lot spoke
o introducing work citudv tecinioues.

The «tmosphere in the iaeclory becune
very tcnse. Then, during one
perticularly bitter dispute ovel &
time-keeping bonus, MeCormiclk. olrered
dMorrison the pOSlulon of overali charge
wend - with a2 substontial wige Lncrease
- if he gave up beinz shop steward and
agreed to heln the managenent introduce

new work procedures.

—

dithin two weeks of re&jectin~ this
crude bribe Morrison was gJiven his
notice for allered industricl
misconduct. The DV1dﬂnc was so flimsy
that, after union and workIorce
intervention, !fcCormick dropped the
matter. But he threatened: 'Wext time

T will mmake the dismissal sticle. !

Some time later @ worker died ot his
bench. OJveryone else stopned work Tor
he rest of the day - the traditioncl

mark of respect in thec Clydeside arca,
“MieCormiclk was furious. he demanded that

the time lost be
at single Tt

] -

made unp at the weekend
es 0L POV

After ithege incidents 1% hardly
surprising that acny of the workers
ctvarted lookine Yoxr other jobs. In
Aucust 1971 scveral screen technicians
aslted Morrigon to help them drelt

L0 other emmioyers including

WS

letters
Abbotsinch Services - & customer of
'eGormicks'! now svarting its own screen
prinsving department. What none of
them knew wos that McCormick himself
hec. bcen hired 8 consultant to
Abbotsinch oervices: he knew about the
lette
A Tew nonihs later, on 28 October
1971, Hcuocrmieclt said to Horrison:
vijell, leltcr, we have come to the
parting of the -rays' and informed him
thaet he and another screen technician
were uweing made redundant. The other
man., though angryv, accepted the
decision since Kelormick promised him

-
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a job ot Abbotsinch SBervices - he was
one or those who hed applied for a job
J"I.ra

“alter Morrison - who was offered

oniy 'the chance oi an interview' -~
did not accept the decision. Instead

he put & number of points to McCormick
about redundancy procedures and his
OWN Ca&C,

McCoraick wouldn't answer - or even
listen. Instead he rrecked out, waving
r“dﬂudancv rpjorw in the air, and
launched & bitter personal attack on
‘lorrison blam1ng bhim for all the firm's
troubles. IFinally he declared his

real intention of zetting rid of the
shon STCHarda
An enmergeincy ting weas called

shop mee
&t which the wormﬂozcc voted
uweninously to resist the dismissal,
A carciully worded document calling
for “ra;urttl)ﬁ vas 3igned by all the
including three foremen:
their L£iim belici thot
1 ras 'blaetant victimisat—
Also zome of the workers who
had been ihinking ox lecaving
voluntzered to be mede redundant
forrison's place.

On 13 November Morrison received a
report by Tom Dorgon, national oificer

J
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of the Si~n and Displey Trades Union,
wvho hed visited the factory on O and 9

Te had agreed wverbally that
being viectinised but said
the shop steward weculd
to bhe 'sacriiiced' to appease the
In his report, copies of
also scnt to the union's

movenber,
Morrison wos
he
hove
employer

-l A 1 - ’ \
N1 eh Welre
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general secretory and pre51dﬂnt, Dargon
recommended that thce union take no
action over Morrison's dismissal and
asked the general secretary to 'cndors:
my recommcndation's

Anger swent tarough the shop at this
sell-out. The union was seen to Dbe
making deals behind the workers' backs
for on 12 [lovember = the day Dargon

wrote his report - McCormick had nut up
& notice on the Tactory boord which
included this sentence: 'Members ol the
Signs and Displey Trades Union have
been advised that their Union is aware
of all the.circunstances agreeing what
there 18 no Union Cﬂwe to be answered,
and thoat anv 1 action ou tnum

industrial
matter can never h Ve the backing of .-
the Union.'

It was obvious thot union oificials
were making deals with McCormick over
the telephone without consultatiion with
the workers involved: Dargon's request
to the genercl secreteary that his
recommendation be 'endorscu' was
clearly superiluous.

The union upheld +the 'redundancy !
decision despite the Tollowing racts:
volunteers were available to take
Morrison's place - one man actually
left before his notice

exXnireds
systematic overtime wag being worked;

large amounts ol work were being sub-
contractea 1o outside firms; Morrison

had a strong casec under the Disabled
Persons Act and McCormick's reluctance

to go to arbitration showed wne
weakness of his pogsition: in his own
words 'I might lose?!'. To ecrown it all,
the other worker scleciec for

to stay.
day beiore

redundency was aslked
On 13 lfovember, the
Morrison's notice expired, 1t was
decided by 23 votes ©to onc to seek 'a
formula Zor reconciliation' with
manegement., Tt didn't work., HMevormick

flew into a rage, cursed and abused the
delegation, smashed nis Ifiste on. the

];IlOCk.lﬁ”“ over bOOn.::a ] i'*

-

table,
scattering documents, threatened to
bring in the police end eventually
ordered the Tive-man delegation from
hig office Then he Followed them into

the main 1mctory9 shouting abuse &t

evervone in his path and punching
Morrison in the back.

It was agreed by the workers that
Morrison should begin a work-in waen
his noticn cxpirel on 19 November, but
a few davs later he was served with an

Interdizst ordering him out oi
Since his case was under

Interim
the :Lc.b

-Lru.x. T o

looking for other jobs.

investigation under the Disabled
Persons Act it was then egreed that he
snoula leave to avoid prejudicing it.

McCormick delichted at getting
Morrison out and struticd up and down
the shop shouting 'It was easy, it was
easy.' 1In his clated condition he also
threatened several sackings. After
three hours of this the workers had had
enough: 23 of them walked out leaving
only four scabs in the shop. One or
two woxrlrers leci't, the rest set up a
picket outside.

Arter much coming ond going between
union oriicials, the employer and the
Department oix Jmploymeirt, the union
asked the workers to go back 'pending
negotiations'. But, having achieved
his declared objective o getting rid
oif 'troublemakers', McCormick wanted to
select which workers he would have back.,
The strikers stood solid: one back, all
back. The following #ridey, when they
went to collect their last pay packeis
irom the cowmpany, tiiey were rorcecd one
by one through a cordon or police,

None oL tnem ever went back to
MicCormicks though in the end their
picket was abandoned and they started
Towards the
end of Januery 1972 {alter Morrison
began a lone picke{ which was to last
siX monthe,

On 19 June 1972 a disablecment
advisory committece of over 40 local
VIPs cuestioned Morriszson at length on
his casc mnder the 'guota »nrovisions'!
or the Disablced FPersons Act which 1n
certain circumsta deter an employer
from 'discharging registered disabled
person bccause in so doing he breaks
the law'. McCormick aid not" appear 1in
nerson but subamitted a sitotement which
was read out.

After & two-hour hc¢
s . told 'lalte

*{ﬂ 4
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nces

ering a member 0f

the commitio '"The
comnittee was very impressced with how
vou conducted the case.' It had

cavour with a
that McCormicks be

decicded in his
ccommenc.ation
prosccuted,

"Bruce Millen MP

unsatisfactory! that the disablement
aav1sory committee came o a cecision
'but thet neither Mr Morrison nor
himsgcli - nor for that matter anyone
else apart from the minister and tac
conmiﬁtbe - knows whot the decision
Was, ! , 27 July Millan was told that
the commlbt st decision vas
'‘conficdential and could not be
discloseca?lt,

ifound it 'wvery



On 10 Octoker 1972 —~ » full four
months aifter the disablcment advisory
committee hearing - Morrison vas
visited by an investigator from the
Lord Advocate's office, which has to
authorise .prosccutions in Scotland.
Morrison was grilled for more than four
hours, asked a lot of personal and
political questions - going right back
over 30 ycars to his schooldays - and
assured thet it was extremely unlikely
that the case would have got this Tar
if there wasn't stronz evidence for it.

‘But - above all in 1972 - the courts
were to be used against trade unionists
not employers. And, besides, in the 28
years since the passing of the Disabled
Persons Acty, not a single Scottish
employer had been prosecuted under 1t,
On 20 November 1972 the Lord Advocate
told Millan there was 'no evidence
which would egtablish that the _
emplovers had acted without reasonable
cause',

All this time Halter Morrison never
missed an opportunity of seeking
employment elsewvhere in the printing
industry. He applied for every screen
printing job advertised in the press
and hounted the disablecment replacement
office at his labour exchange. DBut the
blacklist was in operation: though he
was a skilled technician and & member
of the appropriate trode union, the
jobs he applied for oiten went to
unskilled or non-union labour,

In November 1972 A C Torode, the
general secretary or the Bign and
Display Trades Union = which by then
had become a branch oi ATSOPA -
proposed that 'lo non-unionists oOr
fresh labour be accepted into the shops
covered by working rule agreement until
Walter Morrison is employed.'

But, as lalter Morrison bitterly
sars, 'They haven't bothered thelr arse
cbout the resolution...non-unionists
are regularly accepted into the union
and jobs allocated to young persons and
other unskilled peopie while I remain
unemnployed - bluntly the union just
doesn't have the guts to act against
the employers.!

'earlessness no§3

A C Torode is the father of crusading
Weekend World journalist John Torcde.
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The case of Walter Morrison has a
parallel in London where, & year ago,

the pgeneral scevetaxry of HATSOPA b
supported the manazement of the Préss’
Association in 1ts victimisation of
John Lawrence, the father of the PA
chapel.

In October 1972 120 clerical workers
at PA were in dispute with management
over house rates. A mandatory chapel
meeting on 17 October agreed to
continue until the management agreed to
further talks: effectively this meant
the workers were on strike.

Il'ext day the ITATSOPA branch secretary
told the chapel to return to work but
the meeting rejected this instruction.
Then the management moved - dismissing
the ¥oC, John Lawrence, for being on
strike, The workers agreed to stay out
until their foC was reinstated: he had
been gacked for taking the same action
os themselves, | |

But the secretary of the London
Clerical Bronech refused to seek
Lawrence's reinstatement on the grounds
that the strike was unoifrficial. A
circular from NATSOPA's joint London
branches asked that 'neither moral nor
financial support be given to the PA
strikers!?!,

After nine days on strike the other
workers were threatened with dismissal
unless they returned to work at once.
They decided to do so but continued to
press for Lawrence's reinstatement.
This demend was now backed by the
branch.,

Then the general sccretary
intervened: he 'set aside' the branch'!s
decision. A year leter John Lawrence
remains unemployed,

R e e

*an unmarried nurse got 'substantial
dainages ¥ vhen shé was wrongly shown
as pregnant in a brealcfast food ad
*an American publisher got £250 »nlus
costs Irom the BBC alfter a prograame
showing a literary narty at a London
hotel -~ the outrageous implication
being that 'protrescional people are
especially prone to the dangers of
alcoliol!

*a bakery got damages Trom the BBC
because of 'derogatory reierence! to
a certoin wonder loaf

*a business consultont who alleged

c - RS o) e - m...-_.-:&_
that the detective arrecsting him on

1cbU
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fraud charges was drunk ot sixX months
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for criminal libel - plus five years
Ltor Ifroud
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reviews

WYnford Hicks reviews Internment’ by
John McGuffin (Anvil Looks, 75n) which

o . W e TR W R . e S ol @ G, v E

is distributed in Britain by Rising
rree
It was the British who gave the

'concentration camp' to the worlc - in
South Africo during the Boer Wer. Some
20,000 people, meinly women and
children, died in the camps from
disease and neglect.

The history of British imperialism
and resistence 1o it includes many such
atrocities. As John McCuifin reminds
us 1n'£2£ggggpnt., just over 14 years
ago 11 of the Africans detained in Iola
Camp, Kenya iwere beaten to death. A
Tew months later the Acting Assistant
Commissioner of Prisons, J B T Cowan,
was awarded the B,

Irish opponents of Dritizh rule have
endured an 2ndless succession of
different forms of internment and
detention without trial: in 1801~-2 more
than a thousand Irishmen were Jjeiled as
Isuspects!; after the Dublin rising in
1916 more tham 1,800 were intcrned at
Proncoch in North Wales; by 1921 there
werc 7,000 Irish politicel prisoners
inside, most of them on weighty charges
like 'whistling derisively!' or
possession of a republican Nnewspapers.

The partition of Ireland in 1921
hardly interrupte d the secuence. In
the North internment was used in 1922,
from 1938 until the end of the Second
florld #War and in 1956-6l. 1In the South
there were by 1923 - at the height of
the Irish Civil Yar - more than 11,000
republicans in camps and jails.
Internment was also used in the Second
ilorld War and again in 1957.

The first section of Internment! is a
brief history of these events, based on
previous accounts in books and newse
papers and supplemented by the personal
reminiscences of internecs.

The
general cffect of this introduction 1s
to emphasise that internment since 1971
has been very similar to the previous
examples., But there is one significant
difference.

Internment since 1971 has been more
brutal and vicious than before. AS
McGuffin says, many of the men interned
in 1956=61 and lifted again on 2 August®

1971 maintain that 'the behaviour of
the arresting lroops in 1971 was much
worse then iney had ever experienced.'
The first chopter oif Internmentd is a
personal account by McGuffin of his own
arrest (he vas relezsed a few weeks
later). .I* is a useful part of .the
boolz, though at timcs he seemg unable
to decicde whether to react to the
soldiers! behaviour with cool irony or
anger. Some oi the asides in this
chapter - 'Whai soit of people were
these, at whose mercy we were?'! - don't
aquite L£it,

[lany readers will already be familiar
with the details both oi what happened
on 9 August - the 'helicopter run!'! in
which men were pushed out from four
feet up, having been told by the
soldiers they wecre hlrher, the
'obstacle course! of bhroken glass,
borbed wire and sharnp stones over which
men werc forced at the double with bare
feet - and the 'scnsory deprivoation'
torture vhich followed.,

Incernmentd includes chapters on
torture and brutality a&nd the govern-
ment's attemnied vhitewash, the Compton
Reporte #While the Britich army has
often oractisec torture during
interrosation before - in Kenya, Cyprus
and Aden - McGuiiin is emphatic that

1971 was the first example of its
svstematic us2 in Ireland.

Two o. the book's appendices reier to
torture - taex were Loth submitted to
the Pariker Committee on interrogation
procedures., In one, by the British
Society for Social Responsibiiity in
Science, the methods used in Ulster are
comparcd with those oi the Russian KGB
ond with academic cexperiments. on
sensory deprivation.

In the other, an /fmnest  memorandum,
it is argued thet - as well as being

objectionable = torture is inefficient

in extraocting information. McGuiiin
himsell guotcs and secms to agree with
Cyril uuanln@ham, g, former Ministry of
Defence vsychologist and intelligence
specialist, who says that the torture
was carriecd out by
it seemns the inteclligeace services in
Ulster were run into tne ground .;,nd
were scraped together at the last
minute to covne with the situation.'

In a ifootnote MeGuifin puts rorward a
more sinister explanation. The really
guilty men, he says, 'the shadowy
and anonvmous iigures who cac over
from Banglond and set up the
interrogation centrz’ at Palace

e Le

'a bunch of rough...u



barracks, complete with its noise
machines and disorientation equipment.
It is they who used the internees as
guines pigs in order to Turther their
"scientific knowledge™ of hume:
resistance to "stress and strain".'!

McGuffin is now at work on & detailed
study of the 'sensory deprivation'
inflicted on the 14 internees. At what
level was the decision taken to use
this torture? where in Britain were
man trained for this purpose? And,
most ‘important, what are the bHritish
army's plans for 'interrogation' in the
future? As McGuifin points out,
torture did not end in 1971,

Torture is only one o the mejor
issues discussed in Internmentdd
There's a careful looik at the
statistics of internment - by six .
months, for examnle, 'l1,600 completely
innocent men (by even the government's
standard) ' had been 'released aiter
"interrogation" - nearly 67 per ceat’'.
There arc accounts of the conditions
of internees, escepes and the various
'legal' procedures which have governed
internment: threce appendices, on the
Special Courts, the Mcilduirl case and
the Diplock Report, are particularly
valuable here.

A chapter is devoted to the role of
the media during internment which
includes some unifemilier information
and a2 few mistakes. Most of the 200
people who packed the ICA in Ilovember
1971 to protest about censorship and
distortion were hardly 'leading
journaliste and broadcasters', although
there were certoinly more household
names than is usual at such mectings.
The meeting in October 1972 which
McGuffin says voted to black press
releases ifrom ‘the Civil Rights
Association and Sinn fein couldn't have
been 'a special mecting or the Northern
Ireland chepel off the National Union
of Journalists! since a chapel is an
office rather than a regional branch.

Although 2s & whole Intcrnmentd has
been carefully prepared for publication
-~ sources are auoted in abundance - the
index is imperfect. Cyril Cumnningham,
for instance, is nowhere to be found in
it although he is quoted in the main
body of the text and in an appendlx.

A key chopter in the book describes
the civil resistance movement in the
North, notably the rent and rates
strike., There's a sidelongz glance at
the British Anti-Internment League -
hut no account of its moke-up, tactics

and essential failure to mobilise a
poweriul movement agoinst the British
state,

Nor is there, anywhere in the book,
any discussion oi the eifect on British
politics of the Irish conflict. There
is a reference to the case of Michael
Gallinan, Louis Marcantonio and Thomas
Guinn, but nothing on Michael Tobin
(who, incideritally, was released from
Chelmsford jail on 17 August), Sean
O'Toole and the other Irish republicans
and activists in Britain who have come
up against the law,

Inevitably & book of this kind will
not satisfy everybody. DSome pcople
will criticise McGuiffin for not
analysing more deeply the political
situation which produced internment
and for not expressing more clearly
his owm views on the confilict. At one
point he Teifers to the 'murderous
bombing' of Bloody Friday, 21 July
1972 and comments 'Many who had been
prepared to give at least tacit
support to the Provos were totally
sickened,!

But he does not discuse the general
guestion of Provisional IRA tactics or
explain why he left Pcople's Democracy
or say whet he thinks now are the
prospects of & genulnely revolutionary
movenment in llorthern Ireland. Perhaps
that's another book.,

The one McGuffin has written, though,
is a very useiul piece oi documenta~
tion. It will surprise only those who
still believe that the 3ritish state
keeps the rules « even 1vs 0Wno
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Nicolas Walter reviews a selection of

rccent Eamphlets

'Political Prisoners' and Prisoncrs'

Unions: Conflict or Cooperation? (South

Tondon PROP - 10p), a 24-page
duplicated discussion of whether
'political prisoners' (such as the
Stoke Newington 5) are a special kind
of prisoncr, wwhether prisoners' unions
(such as PROP) should be particularly
concerned with such prisoners, and
whether police harassment of political
activists is any different from that of
criminals in general. Some useful
points are mnde about the nature of
policing socicty, the role of the media
in this process, and the prejudice oi
the political sects, but the argument
is too confuscd and repetitive to
illuminote this important subject as




much as it nceds.
Dlalectic 1 Moterialism ﬁnd Ps Xcho—

anal sis 225ﬁ7‘ The Sexual otruggle of
Youth 375P)9 Whet 1s Class Con501ouo-

ness? (30p), Sclected Sex-Pol .issays
1934--37 (4“9) Socialist Reo odda%won)
a seriesg oif four offset booklets 1soued
during the past two years containing a
total of 380 pages of political
writings produced by Wilhelm Reich .
between 1928 and 1937 - that is, while
he was still trying to combine
reudianism and Marzism and before he
began the ynrocess of drasgtic revision
which turned his work away ifrom 1its
original revolutionery insights towards
its final irrational mystification.
Mony of the items included also appear
in & recent American book edited by Lee
Bexandall (Sex-Pol Ilssavs 1929-1934),
but this is a useful edition, with
clear if clumsy translations and
helpful if uncritical editorial
material, giving a good idea of Reich's
important ecarlyv work which 1s almost
unknown in inglish,
The Politics of Homosexuality (Pluto
Press - 20p), a 19=page prlnmcd S U
ment by Don Milligan thot gay libera-
tion is an essentizl part of the
revolutionary struggle. One oi the
better statements of this line - much

clearer, for example, than laggots and
the Revolution (Gaypllnts - 20p) -, but
raether too much concerncd to link gay
repression with capitalism (including
stete capitalism, the IS jargon for
communism) .

On Lumpen Ideology (Black Liberation
Pront - 12p5, a 12~poge offset essay by
fldridge Cleaver, arguing that the
class struzgle today is not between
bourzcoisie and prolciariat but between
Buronean imperialism (involving both
ruling and working clesses) and the
dispossessed pecople of the world, the
former's monopoly of technology leading
to 'the lumpenization of humanity', the
working class being the wage slaves
inside and the Lumpen class being the
dole slaves outside thec systci
Clecaver's call for a 'Lumpen conscilous-
necs'! based on distribution and
consumption, tronscending and negating
closs consciousness based on preduction,
is an interesting devclopmont of
Marxism which has affinities with the
work of IMurray Bookchin in the United
- States and of Keith Paton in this

country,
F'rom tnc CLC Rent Strlkc to the

Housing i'inance sct (South Hackney

Private Tenants Action Group - 2p), a
l6-page duplicated report of the London
tenants' meceting lest January, discus-
sing somec of the issues raised by the
rent strikes ol the past few years.
Proper analysis of the tenants'
movenent is needed, and meny intercst-
ing points are made9 but the discussion
igs fragmentary and the production is
pPoOT,

Alternative Bookshops (Smoothie
Publications - 20p) a l4-page duplicated
list of lef{-wing bookshops in Britain,
arronged in alphabeticel, gcogrephical
and subject order. Particularly useful
to lef{--wing publishers.

Eﬂ;ﬁpndboo (SCAN), a T9-pagc offset
guide hy a group of leftist television
workers to making use of the medium and
avoiding being made use of by it. There
1g some practical informcation which is
usciul, but too much political rhctoric
which obscurces more than it illuminates,

Union Struggle ot Simece (Coventry
Horkers!' Pight - 10p), a 24-page
duplicated collection of materiel about
the CGT struggles at the ¥rench Simca
works at Poissy against voth the
Chrysler management and the company
union; the latter is afiiliated to the
right-wing CF'T, whose 1role as a scab
union is analysed -~ the record of the
CGT, on the other hand, is played down.,
The material is interesting and is
rclated to anclogous situations in this
country, but the background is not
tilled in and cven the foreground is
unclea .

S@LOtE or Profiv (falling Wall Press
18p), o 32-page printed analysis by
Thoo Nichols and Pete Armstrong of
'Tndustrial Accidents and the Conven-
tional Tisdom!'! following the Robens
Report last year. The authors argue
(with evidence from case studies) that
the main ceusc of indusirial accidents
is not workers' apathy or menagers'
negligence but the pressure orf produc-
tion. Thev call for more statutory
control and for workers' represcntation
in safety systems, but they fail to
confront the basic political rather
then technical vnroblem of why produc—
tion excrts such pressurc. (Iacidente
ally, the subject is covercd in much
grogtur detail by Pat Klnneraly s The
Hazords of Work and How to Iight Them,
the rirst dorkers' Handbook just
published by Pluto Press at 80p.)
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notes

As the Sunday Times (July 15) nobly
took upon itself to confess, it wasn't
that nobody knew there was a war in
Portuguese Africe, it was more a case
of what did or didn't make news.
Insight went on to point out that there
was an 'honourable exception'! to the
'media's relative lack of interest' in
the war which hes, incidentally, been
going on for the past 13 years. The
Obgserver had indeed carried an article
on 'The Rhodesian link with killings'
(in Mozambigue - but you would have had
to read on to find that out) on 29
April 1973. +What Insight didn't
mention was that most of the Observer's
readers didn't see the story: it was
cut from all but the earlist editions.

S0 the Times storvy of atrocities took
the British public by surprise. One of
the justifications with which the Times
excused its earlier silence was that
sources of former accounts were suspect,
though these have been good enough for
Tribune for the past 10 years and Anti-
'ﬁgartheid News for at least three.
~ The Times editorial of 13 July said
that-tﬁg_baper 'has not given great
weight to the allegations of massacre
and torture made by Frelimo, because
we felt that I'relimo had so obvious a
motive to malie such charges' but didn't
go on to explain why the Times hadn't
mentioned accounts oi atrocities from
Portuguese army eyewitnesses and others
in a position to know aond anzious TO
publicise what was happening in
Portuguese Acfrica.

Among them was Mario Padua, an eX-
army doctor and deserter from Angola,
who in 1962, once in Brazil, published
& book on his experienccs. dJose
mrvedosa, ex—air force major dismissed
and arrested in Angola in 1962, to-
gether with several other eXx-army
officers, gave cvidence beiore the
United Hotions Committee on Decolonisa-—
tion in 1966, He came to London on 25
July and gave a press conference, Ire-
emphagsising that the latest incident
was part of a pattern, and calling for
an international inguiry. It wes
reported in the Guardion though not the
Times., |

The first the British heard of #ather
Luiz Alfonso da Costa was when the

Sunday Times, anxious to nroduce some-

thing new on the eve of Caetano's
arrival in London, went to Peru to find
him. PFor two years the man had
conducteda his campeign to make knowm
the suffering in Mozambicue. In the
process he toured most of Burope and
went before the World Council of
Churches and a UN Committee on Human
Rightsy was expelled from Mozambigue
and sent to Peru, but all this escaped
the attention of the British media
(though not of the rest of HBurope)

until after Hastings.

On 15 July the Observer made up for
the story that nearly never was.

Without even going to Mozambique, it
managed to produce the names of
survivors of a massacre in Chawola on
the same day and near Wiriyamu. The
Times wasg of course anxious to reaffirm
its position in having broken new
ground. On 16 July a letter by ather
Hastings appeared: 'It Just heppens ...
that the escape of a few people has
enabled the world to know of this
episode when we know nothing of so many
others.' The Guardian had, in the mean-
time, published some of the 'relimo
charges deemed unworthy of investigation
by the Times. They appeared on 14 July
as a summary of a list compiled over 13
years., I'relimo's statement welcomed

the publication of the Hastings material
since it corroborated what I'relimo it-
self had encountered elsewhere, though
it had no information on Wiriyvamu
itself,

To the mighty relief of his hosts,
Morcello Caetano weas able to tell a
press conierence in London that, accord-
ing to preliminary inguiries by the
Portugucse government, 'A massacre such
ags that reported could not have taken
place.! The Portuguese government were
naturally in a unioue position to know
precisely what kind of massacre did,
but they weren't telling, nor had they
any intention of co-=operating in any
inguiry or of clarifiying earlier
accounts of atrocities by two Portugucse
priests now in jail for their troublc.

Back in Portugal, Doily Telegraph
reports undermining the Times were being
given a lot of space. Bruce London, of
the Teclegraph, was touring Mozambidue
with a military escort: amazingly, he
could find no evidence ol any massacre,
His verdict was reproduced on a
sizeable portion of Iipoca's front page
on 14 July. Alongsidec wes & declarat-
ion, supported by a bit of wvery
sclective quotation, that the Times, in




its editorial of 13 July had already
admitted error and was guietly eating
its words.

The Mozambique massacre show wasn't
over yet. Peter Pringle planted a
trailer for his scoop to come by
reporting his expulsion from Tete in
the Sunday Times of 29 July. On 30
July the Times managed an exclusive
interview with General de Arriaga,
commander-~in-chief in Mozambicue, on
his last day of duty therec,

Then on 5 August, the Sunday Times
carried. Pringle's account of his
meeting with Antonio, survivor of the
Chawola messacre, written from memory.
The Portuguese political police had
seized and kept his tapes and notes
but, as a member ol the Insight team,
he, had had some experience reporting
atrocities, from.Greece, Brazil, Ulster
and Turkey' and wos undeterred. As a
result of being compelled to leawve
evidence of Antonio's identity 1in
Mozambique,; the Sunday Times saw to 1iv
that all aveilable international bodies
were alerted to the fact and of courseg
called for an international inquiry.

The final phase of the coverage was
confusing, to say the least. Not to be
outdone by the Pringle scoop, the Times
next day published the names of not one
but five survivors of Chawola. They
had menagcd to intercept two of the
Spanish priests responsible for the
original report on their way to London.
Mather Berenguer and Father Moure were
to give a press conference the morning
the story appecared, but of course the
Times' exclusive interview devalued
that somewhat. |

The Times'! own piece on the
conference (7 Auvgust) began by asking
why the priests had not released the
nameg of the Chawola survivors before -
odd, since the Observer on 15 July had
carried precisely the same names as
were being made much of now. They were
alrcady part of the U Committee on
Decolonigsation's evidence on Portugal,
along with the Times accounts, as
reported by Peter Deeley, Observer, 22
July.

It looks as if Mlect Strect has
wrung most of the massacre out of
Hiriyamu now. Our roving atrocity
reporters will have to look clsewhere.
Why +the Times chose to publicise the
case after years of silence on the
gquestion is still open to conjecture.
If the massacre story had not emerged
around the time of Cactano's visit,

what aspects of Anglo-Portuzuese

relations would have come under
scrutiny instead. There were
possibilities potentially far more
embarrassing to the British government
than reports of massacres.

PiESTy the Progressive Tory Pressure
Groun, put their finger on perhaps the
touchiest arca. Commenting on the
Buckingham Palace banquet for Caetano,
they' pointed out (Times, 18 July):
Coetano 'has collaborated and given his
support to the rebel regime in Rhodesia
which hag committed treason against the
Crown.'

Advertising note

On 17 Tebruary the Times published a
colour supplement called 'Mozambique -
Portugel's state in fast Africa -
progress in the TO0st!'. It was an
acvertisement, as opposed to one of the
'special reports! the Times preparecs
from time to time. In the '

In the same issue
was an editorial disassociating the
paper from its advertisers. Then on 28
May Macao availed itsel® of the Times
colour supplement service, presumably
without Lisbon's knowledge or approval.

The Portuguesc foreign ministry
promptly issucd a memo to all relevant
officials. Advertising clearly apparent
as such, with no endorsement from its
publisher, wasn't worth spending money
on: in future, it would be allocated
where it was appreciated. Accordingly
it was the Finencial Times that got the
advertising to mark Prince Philip's.
visit to Portugael in June.
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¥g wiTe got £750 danages irom the Mail
which said her husband wvas engaged to
an actress - he later married the
actress |

¥2 model - the one who appeared naked
in the Times -~ got damages and a public
apology from the Mail which alleged she
was searched by police 'in a drugs check
¥Bernadetite Devlin had to pay £50
damages to & Dublin policeman aiter she
sald he kicked and hit her during a
aemo

%5 former Unionist MP got damages irom

the ITA and ITH for an 'untrue and
defamatory statewcent picked up inadvert-
ently by the microphone'!

*Tric Morley and Illecca got substantial
damages Trom the Guardian over allege-
tions thet the 1970 Miss World cattle
show was rigced




prison report

From now on our notes on Erisons and

'mental hosgjtals' will be combined.
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Research by Jeremy Gray and Ian Cameron

TR S R TG TR BT S

We said in our last issue that leaflets
were given out at the World Congress of
Psychotherapists in Oslo. We were
wrong: the exceptionally mild Amnesty
document was not allowed to be
distributed. It had also been hoped to
debate Russian abuses of !'treatment!’
but apparently word recached the Polish
and Czech embassies (Russian doctors
were in any case absent) and their
contingents were instructed to walk
out. This response set off a stampede
of doctors in defence of 'professional
ethics': no debate was allowed.

It is to be hoped that at next year's
World Psychiatric Association confer-
ence in Moscow a little more solidarity
will be shown towards Russian
dissenters.

The Edinburgh Festival this year
included a work called Insanity and
Dissent which featured Russia. The
director, David Markham, hopes to be
invited to put it on elsewhere,
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The Mental Patients Union (97 Prince
of Wales Road, London NW5, 01-267 2770)
is facing eviction and needs support -
see MPU News, 2p.
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The third issue of the PROP magazine
(15p from Back Flat, 451 Abbeydale Road
Sheffield 7) has suddenly appeared.

Its most interesting item 1s a seven-
page analysis of a mutiny at Kingston
Penitentiary in Canada, which
apparently ended in the cons brutally
attacking the 'untouchables' (sexual
deviants) because, after four days, the
prison authorities continued to ignore
the prisoners' demands. In this
account, headed 'RUNNING BEFORE WE CAN
WALK', it is suggested that the
incident provides a timely warning for
us in Britain. This argument would be
more convincing if the incident was' a
recent one: in fact it took place in
April 1971. The Canadian cxample was
not followed in 1972 when direct action
by British prisoners accompanied the

founding of PROP.
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During August Hilary Creck, suffering
from anorexia nervosa, was moved from
Holloway to Halliwick Hogpitel,
Southgate, London, and her condition is
said tc be improving. However, when she:
recovers, she will be sent back to
prison - to get worse again.
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North London PROP had an official
opening of its new premises (339a
Finchley Road, London NW3, 01-435 1215)
on 3 August. It was hoped that coverage
in the national press the following day
would mark the anniversary of last
year's national prison strike, but
unfortunately there was none.

In a lengthy press statement (now a
pamphlet, The Development of the North
London Group, 5p5 the group said it had
'switched its emphasis away from one of
illusory initiation of prison protests'
and was 'returning to its original role,
that of publicist of events inside'.
Two examples of this policy are the
reports on Strangeways (10p) and
Winchester (5p) recently published. The
report by the South London group on the
Brixton escape of 30 May - see INSIDE
STORY 10 - will also be published this
month. Finally Brian Stratton's book,
Who Guards the Guards? will, we under-
stand, be out within the next week or
so: we're sorry it didn't come out in
August, we were told it would.,

But the North London group sometimes
seems to want it both ways: although it
no longer wants 'massive support from
all branches of the penal profession'! -
when did PROP ever have 1t? - 1t 18
'working in conjunction with the other
penal reform bodies, RAP, NACRO, the
Howard League and also the NCCL's And -
kiss of death - 'the support of
academics will be used constructively.'

Although PROP took no action outside
the prisons to mark the anniversary of
last year's strike, the Prison Officers
Association ensured by its work-to-rule
that prisoners would act. In
Winchester, Swansea, Brixton, Albany,
Camp Hill, Maidstone, Dartmoor - and
probably many more - there have been
hunger strikes and sit-ins, while in
Pentonville the recurrent protests
against deportation have continued.




letters

Dear INSIDL STORY

Nicolas Waltcr usually revicws books
very well and his critical eye has been
brought to bear on numerous books TO
the advantage of the reader. However,
this reputation has suffereda from the
verbal violence he has launched 2gainst
Black Plag and Albert lMeltzer in
particular (INSIDE STORY 10). Nick has
a personal dislike for Albert leltzer
which has obscured his normally clear
vision, indeed I remember drinking at a
bar between Nicolas Waliter and Albert
Meltzer and being appalled at the
bullets, arrows and darts which passed
between -them.,

Opinion is one thing but at one stage
the wérd 'eccentric' is used,
presunably critically, about pamphlets
Albert has produced and the inaccurate
remark that Albert 'has quarrelled with
almost every anarchist individual and
group in the country' is made. One
anarchist steps forward to claim not to
have guarrelled but so what? Is 1t
unanarchic to cuerrel Tor fuck sake?

Remarks about The Floodgates of
Anarchy are personal attacks rather - .
than detached obscrvation and the
description of Black J'lag is unfalr in
the exztreme,

There is little credit given through-
out for the humour of Black I'lag, which
is lackingina lot of anarchist
literaturc and the international news
is wide and seldom reported clscwhere,
I find both FMloodgates and Blacl: i'lag
vervy readable and enjoyable. Sdure,
they aren't outstanding works of
literature and Taults abound but they
have a gut reaction to the world which
has its place in the anarchist milieu.

Yours
JERRY [LISTALL
115 Stamford Road, London E6
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Deaxr TIISIDI STORY
Non-Violent Assaseination

Readers of INSIDE STOKY mey wonder at
finding in the August issue a lengthy
review by Nicholas Walter of the book
Mloodgates of Anarchy thrce years aflter
its publication. The hysterical and
hectoring review (a phrase he uscs of
the authors) will be disturbing to
authors whose livelihood depends on the

supposed academic detachment oi the
anonvymous revicwers of the Times
Literary Supplement of whom the
venomous licolas Walter is one.

Amongst the reviews (all, as Walter
says, saying the book was 'very good!
or suggecsting reasons - cntirely
political - why not) was one in the TLS
itself (9.4.70), This review was s
obviously written by i{alter and he has
cqually obviously not re-rcad the book
since. It vbegins with the same
description oi the authors; the 'short!
book is labelled 'revolutionary and
syndicalist': the same cuotation 1is
oiven that it is about 'whet anarchists
think ag distinct from academic inter=
pretation' with thec same lightly
deprecating remark that anearchism
'owes little to the writings of the
intellectual! (without noticing that it
is backed by a cquotation from the most
prolific enarchist writer, Pcter
Kropotkin, a few pages later); there is
the same criticism of style and the
same conclusion that the author
(referred to in the singular, but .then
apnarently thought of as Christie
alone) would be better off writing on
his experiences in Spain rather than
attemnting theory.

But there is an important difference:
the 1970 revicw says the book has
'vigour and wit', the 1973 one says 1t
is the product of & 'butterfly mind'
and containg 'sweeping gencralisation..
abuse ... contempt!, thec phrase

'eccentric is used and lying allegations

are made. In 1970 (six years after
Christie's arrest in Spain and & year
beFfore his arrest in England) it is
'impressive and always interesting'; in
1973 it is 'very bad' and owed 1its
publication only to the notoriety of
both arrests and then by a firm of
doubtful renutation end fraudulent
pracitice,

Again these allegations, like those
ageinst me, are deliberate lies. Kahn
and Averill did not connive at a fraud
nor do they publish occult books. A
few issues back, INSIDE 3TORY sniped
with an untrue story about the Sphere
Books edition; but one notices Walter
stooped short of denouncing Davis-—
Poynter - who intend to publish
Christie's next book -~ as he was
negotiating with them himseldl.,

Mr dolter achieved some small
notoriety in his pacifist (beg his
pardon, it's no longer trendy - 'non-
violent—direct-actionist!' I believe?)



days of the Committec of 100 by inter-
rupting Harold wilson at church,..now he
wishes to make his Committee past an
fanarchist record! (notoriety is some-
thing he throws &t Christie) so that
can posc as a literary authority on

anarchism without actually bLeing
involved,
Notice nc 2 bv Halter of the book

(31pned) came in 1970 also (Government

3 ngosaltlon,0 There, however, eltzer
and Christie, arec part of 'one of the

most interesgsting of the anarchist foci!
being alter's only knowledge cf
activist anarchism. There 1s 1no
tecvidence! therc that Christie had oniy
a minor port, or nonc, in editing the
Bulletin of the Anarchist Black Cross
whose digtinctive and unprececdentad
feature wes the inside knowledge of
Svanish prisons, where Christie spent
3% years) but in 1973 he has
(unrevealed) 'evidence! of which

he was

silent in 1970 that this wasg so ana
therefore Ploodsates was largely

written by Meltzer, It thus alfords

the ground for his bitter personal
attack on the latter, having had no
causge in the intervening three years
for onc on Christie. 'Therc is, however,
in the 1970 notice a refercnce to a
series of historical pamphlets (by
Peirats, Tolstoy, Bakunin, Rudiger)
'culnineting with a rather eccentric
statement of anarchism' (Walter had
just brought out 2 statement of his own
cceentric brand of lirveralistic
tanerchism') which three years later
became a 'rather eccentric series of
historicel pamphlets

What happencd bonwewn 1970 and 1973
that altered Walter's opinions? hy 1s
he careful to brand me as 'cecentrict
(in & journal »retending not to be a
sectarian one) and swift to dismiss
every single 'intellectual'!, cther than
himself, likcly to want to write un the
period? Why +the campaign of innuendocs?
(In @ previous issuc I wes a
'prosecution witness', but Wynioxrd
Hicks assured me privately it 'just
a joke'!...now I work fon & national
newspaper', but hc Torgets to mention
that it is as a printworker, not a
journalist.)

There are solid reasons, bascd upon
Walter's own rolc which has brou)nt him
into controversy elscwherc., 3But that
he should use the medium ol the book
review as o means to pursun a vendetta

the liew Grub Strcet tradiilon nay -
deapite Wynford Hicks - be more than a

nas

joke to the authors who (unlike myself)
write. for a living and must-submit’ to :-

anonymoug barbed tongues in the TLS
ALBERT IMELTZER
123 Upper Tollington Park, London ¥4

Ficolas Walter writes:
F'o doubt the besgt form
attack: but it is perhaps worth noting
that Albert Meltzerts letteriie not so
nmuch a reply to the review of his book
as an asseault on the reviewer. I may
say ‘that I was reluctant to write the
review &t ¢7l ond did so only because
2o e 8356 o, I% was in fact my
Tirst proper review of the boolz. The
TLS item was & short note, written for
a non-anerciist audience. It did not
agsume that Stu&rt Christie was the
only authox, niow wasg it entirely
faveurahle ('nom s0 much an argument
series of reflectionsg! ... '"withe
out much atienmpt at proof or stylel.
'seldom convincing!).

The Governmont and Opnos 1t¢on item

1 oefence ig

a8 &

was a passing reference in & long
bibliographical article, alszo written

for a non~ansarchist audience. 1t made
no judgement of the book at <ll. The
TNSIDIE STORY revicw was not a2 personal
attack on Albert lleltzer, but was
specificelly ceoncerned with his book.
It convained no deliberate lies,
no errors that I am aware otf. Nor
it entirelvy unfavourable ('some wit

\

and force! ... 'some ztimulating
voints'). My opinion of tne boolr has

not changed at 2ll since 1t first
aprcared.

I doubt whoether Kahn and Averill/
Stanmore Press would have published
The Floodgates or Anerchy il Stuary
Chrigtic had not been arrested and
imprisoned in Spain, or whether Sphere
Booka would have reprinted it if he
had not been arrested in Britain. 1
did not attaclk Kohn and Averill/
Stanmore Presz; tihey have published,
for cxample, several volumes of
Krishnamurti's Talks and Dialogues and
many oL Danc Rudhver's astrological
boocks., 1 did not mention Davis-Toyntier
bccause they were not relevantis 1 have
had nothing to do with them since 1
decclined 1o write a book for them last
year, '

I took part in the Brighton Church
acmonstration more bhgn a year after I
left the Committec of 1003 L have never
been a pacifist, treniy or otherwigc.
I woxk at the TLS as a rsub--editor9 not
a revicwer, I am not awadre ol posing
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as anytiing,

I hove pursued no vendettza against
Alvert Meltzer, aond I hove no personal
dislilke Tor him - guite *the ccentrary.
Jeremy Jestell's impression or our
conversation on 15 March is totally
false, as I told him at the time. 1
agree that Albert Meltzer's work 1s
often entertoining, and that it ot 1ts
place in the cnaxchiat n*iicuo This
does not malke him immune o criticism
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Dear DIr |

Congratulavions on your two-znard
article on the 'Spies Ior Pbcuu'o Mey
I correcti two iactucl crrors ard make
one political point?

1 Civil Defence nhas not been
tcompletely dismantled', There is not
even any incdication of ite having been
cut back since the 'Spies.irr Peace'!
revelations of 1963. 1Ilor have any of
the lessons of the meaning of nuclear
war been learned. In a 1972 government
circulor on Civil Dcferce they siill
talked of !coping 1ith the aftcrmath ol
an all-out nucleair exchenge'.

2 The lest Aldermaston march was nod
in 1968 but 1972 and, since (I
continues to cammalign agoinst nuclear
weapons, I expect theve will be iurther
Aldermaston merches in future. (At

Boster 1973 there was a two--dey march
from Glas~row to thc British Polaris
base at Paslane, linlied with vigils at
Holy Locihh and otier nuelenr boces in
Britain. )

This leads mc to my political points
the issue of nuclear weaporis 1S novb
dead., In 1963 there was only (i) the
equivalent of 1% tons of TIT nocking
around for everyone livings at tkELT
time: today, even with the much higher
world pOuUlttTOn, the figuvre is over 25
tons TWT »Her head. In 963 Us oombers
could bhe T cw_lod tiro hours after set-
ting off for Moscow becausc of & raulty
signal in the US early warning system:
today the ICDMs srould have landed more
thon an hour before the fault would
have been discovercd. In 1963 there
were estinated to be around 500 Soview
targets vulnorable to 2 US nuclear
attacl: ﬁoiuy the Tigure is about
5y 1003 by 1984 it is expected to be
about r“’75,.‘;‘00.:. (The number of ifestern
targets vuinercblie to Soviet otiack
remains a1l about one
the above buve still leaves niontr to

overkill Britaii 2 few times JVeT, )

T have no ohjections to, and welcome,

LV IJ. _.\l . _..ﬁ_' .l_..!..' W “.\: _Lc_..}-—._-“ \'-.-‘!- -_\‘_-;, -up_‘\ J'- \J‘- wr \! \_ \f -3.-_- .-. ;
-I\‘.r -n--l:' ay- - - o- I a‘ -" " I -‘\ "$ ” .f - y ” - -’ - r}

Nye wusich sald she'd

third to a half of

vhe news that the 'Spies for Pecace! and
cther former CND and Committee of 100
sunporters ave £till active in ot38]
causes, 3ut I find it difficult to
understoad why the lssue is discussed in
the past tense (discuss CND in the past
tense 1i¥ you wish, our shoulders are as
broad az ever). OF course the Bomb is
only an aspect of gsociety's ills, but
when you campaign ror & better society
don't forget that the Bomb is still
there and e¢till hangs over us all.

Yours sincerely

JOIIT COX

Cil, 14 Crays Inn Road, London iiCl

-
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Journalists often complailnl - with
justificatiomn - thot the libel laws
inhibit reporting but they rarely lose
an opportunity to issuve writs themuselves

¥in May 1971 Anthony Stiles, then editor
of the Daily Mirror, got damages from
Prlvato'jyﬁ which said he was willing to
é-f{:- F-'l'é'IJ-?T'Z"'l'l 5 n'-” sackings
tin October 19572 Yora Belo;x Ji. the
gi:f*v01 SO LR 3y O«' p]ua costs Jrom the
aic yroscitoted hersell

al 1n¢ormgt10n

to obtain politi
eyger T OVCJb“r 1Q d¢ﬂ01 Lauohamg 22 ¢!
EER?EEE LC:QTtﬁr, 70t an unc.is-—
closed sum from +hn'>ﬁigiw33£ which said
he was drunk while covering the Oz triel
¥in July 1673 Chapman Pincher of " the
Lxggigg ot substontial dameges from the
mre hicl said he'd token to phoning
stories to the lfeil ldotemd and vhen,
said Lig covnssl, 'to add insult to
injury, a LUﬂther article appecred in the
nagazine & fortnizht loter implyving Mr
Pincher was in the habit ol wriving
taaxciful and fabricated stories while

under the influence oL drink'!

:.;I..i.ru'(.«

But porheps the most ludicrous examnle
of all wag in 1972 when an ofiicial of
the JTUJ -~ with the support of, the
National iBxecutive Couvncil - used union
funde to take action against four
meinbers of the wion for én arivicle in

Jhorter -~ ge: 1iio1IDa STORY 2.

Journelists Shorter
However - in f.irness to the union - it
nuat be pointed out thot the annual
delegate meoting Last April censured . the
178C and agreed that the four members'
costs should be met »ut of union Tundse.
Incidentally Tony iElliové oi Time Out
is nov teking legzl action agoinst us
after our report in IiB1DE STORY 0. But
onies any deel with Rothschilds;

he «
more on MTime OQut in our next Zssve.
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subscribe

We are sorry that this issue is so
badly produced: we hope you can read
it. We hope to have an electric
typewriter soon - and will improve

our duplicating.

-~ We decided to duplicate INSIDE STORY,
instead of having it printed as beforec,
for several reasons. The magazine was
taking a long time to produce: now we
can do it ourselves far more quickly,
We have always wanted the magazine 1o
be monthly: now it can be. We are
saving money SO We can - Once again -
reduce the cover price. And, perhaps
most important, we can now say what we
want to say - without worrying whether
printers will risk printing it.

At the same time INSIDE STORY will
reach fewer people than before: we
have cut the number of copies
produced ifrom ncarly 3000 to 1000 and
we are sending fewer copics to
bookshops and distributors
particularly those who don't pay
very often.

20, if you want to make sure of
your copys subscribe,

We have also cut the number of pages:
in future the size of an issue will
depend on the exact weight of paper we
use, postage rates -~-and how much
material we have.

Back numbePs of CVery issue are .
still available - seec form below,

Published, duplféétéd and distributed
by the Alternative Publishing Co Ltd
(under workers' control), 3 Belmont
Road, London SW4, 01-622 8961.

smal. ads

2p a word. Prepayment essential.
Insertions: £5 per 1000 or &1 per

100 (subscribers only.)

L R e
MANCHESTER PROP: demonstration for
better prison conditions 20 October.
Assenble 1, 30pm Crown Square. More
info: contact 100 Oxford Road,
flanchester,
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FAGGOTS AND THE JEVOLUTION: Gayprints.
no 1 - French gays 'sock it' to the
lefts THE JOKE'S OViR: Gayprints no 2,
jointly published with Rat Studies -

a survey of 'The Social Needs of
Homosexuals.! Lotsa goodies. Price
20p each (inc p & p) from Gayprints,
Dept IS, Box GP, 197 Kings Cross Road,
London WCl.
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OUR GENBERATION: radical libertarian
jourral serving the cause ol social
revolution. Six issues $5 from:

3934 rue St Urbain, Montreal 131,
Quebec, Canada. Distributed in UK by
INSIDE STORY - sample copy 40p.
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RONIN: indcpendent Engliish language
news magazinc on Asia published from
Osaka, Japan, by a group of young
Western and Asian journalists:
essential reading for those who wish
to be informed about what really goes
on in the dast. About six times a
year. Distributed in UK by INSIDE
STORY - sample copy <5pe.
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SMOOTHTIR PUBLICATIONS: publish various

lists on alternative bookshops, Irish
periodicals, claimants unlions and nmany
others, TFor full list send sae to:

67 Vere Road, Brighion, Sussex.
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Send me the next 6/12 issues of INSIDE

STORY starting
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I enclose £1.50 (@4 scamail, $8 airmail)/£3 (g8 scamail, 16 airmail)
And send me the following two back numbers freCececcscsocsss

I want to

subscribe for life and enclose £10

($25 seamail, P5C airmail)

I enclosCeeeseseofor the following back numbers.ooou,o.nao

(20p each, £1 for any six)
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