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Minutes ofmonthly meetings,

Accounts of arguments and actions
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The Christian Anarchist group meets monthlys - other things being
equal ~ on the second Saturday in each month, All alterations

to this, are bnotified here, Also all meetings are advertiged
in Peace News, and given in the Roadrunner.

Meetings are held in the Vicarage of 5t Paul's Church, Bow Common,
The Church is in Burdett road, the Vicarage is behind ond adjoine

ing in Leopold St., both are neariMlle End tube station, on the
Central and District llnes.

Meetings begin at 8,00 P;M. - Or have done until now, Prior to Xh=
the meeting, at 7.30, there is a service in. the Churchj meetings

end at 10.00, and when transport is avallable'we adjourn to the
- Gunn puhlic House in Millwall,

The service takes the form of a short form of Vespers followed by -
what can either be considered meditations in the monastic manner
or a meeting for worship after the mamner of the Society of Friends,

Last meeting:~ 2 00
Next meeting:~ g%%;.%%g 13%% - r88§at
service 7,30
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AS bupplenencs wto this LOGUS there is an appeal on behali of a Parctuguese radaical
which most of the groups contacts will have come across anyway. After a
letter to the Portuguese students “ssociation, their secretary wrote agree-
ing that letters to embassies are not often very productive, and promising
to notify us if more positive action is planned,

After the MCC had made its final decision and while a council meeting was in
progress a letter from ean.Sargeant warning of Church's intentien to
stage civil disobedience was handed in along with more influential
letters from Sanroc and other Anti-Apartheid bodies.

Anne Vogel pins onto the discussion of Will "arren's's paper a critique of our
organizational forms which se:ms somewhat optimistic if it is distinguishing
between CNA-CHURCH and ourselves, and which assumes that federalism of neces-
sity must have the basic units organized geographically.

In the last LOGOS I asked for volunteers to take over the secretaryship as 1
think I have held it too long for the health of the group - as of now =
June the 1llth -~ Anne is the only candidate and 2 very good one! so I hope
this is my last LOGOS

THe PPU is publishing & pamphlet of Ronald Sampson's the Anarchist foundations
of Pacifism - they are doing this 2s part of the Stuart Moswis Memorial
which might be thought inaposite but which is nevertheless very welcome,

. | | : L
The demonstration im solidarity with Bishop Helder Camara was small but it was
heartening to see it attended by nuns, -~ it secms logicnl that it should
be the special vocation of radical christian greupings to reach the christian
in the pew and in the monastery; but we seldom sec such evidence of having
so done,

I apologize for the state of the woodcut-Logos es in the last imsue, I have
never previously handled one, and did not for instance realize that they
need to be left to dry for about threc days = as 1 had run the first page
off a week before I had finished typing the rest, it would have becn easy
enough'ﬁo have had them dry in time had 1 rcalized this. I hope this issue
will be better, but I shall not know until it is done, and as I do not at
the moment whether or not we will be having the July the 12th meeting I
cannot have them finished until after ba.turday.

Please note again next meeting July the 19th

Attendance on June 1l4:- Jean Sargeant + Kathy Dancy; Frs Gresham Kirkby +
Andrew King; & Frank Marmoy + Laurens Otter, Apologies: Anne Vigel &
Da¥id s Poolman, Mayers + Mumford,

The meeting though small was fairly successful} - we decided to go through Will's
paper point by point and leave aside Anne's and my prior contributions. ;

Before this Andrew told us that the Churrh Commissioners have thrown out tenants
in Sussex Place, Paddington, for a variety of reasons it would be better
that a squat there be organized by a specifically christian group than any
Ythery Anyone interested please contact,

The Archbishop!'s Commission on Church and State wants evidence at latest by the |

.
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at the end of August, (They want 30 copies,) So we are rushed for time,
with our evidence, (In case anyone wished to know the Commission
convenor's 'phone no, is OWA,083, 224, if anyone is thlnking of giving
ev1dence 1ndependentlya ‘2 |

Ann cannot attend.on the'19th of July - or on eny other July date - and does not
~ feel she can do her paper in advance; on *aurice, so I will try and do
- this before the next meeting and also try to circulate the paper in
advence so as to allow discussion at the meeting to concentrate dlrectly
- on what'we want to say to the Commission, |

I shall be at the Anarchist Camp in August - mk so will miss the August meeting -
and this will presumably need to make the finael drafty  If Anne has
not by then tuken over the secretaryship, not only will someone else have
to teke the minutes ot that meeting, but if we are to get the document
done in time, as I get back only the week theit.the evidence should be
in (it is already two months overdue) I shall have to rely on someone
else hn ving typed the stencils, |
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MEetlng of the 14 June

The collection was £1 and it was agreed to send it to the East London Squatters,
Fr Hart had thanked us for the cheque to him. |

Andrew told us of the Sumsex Place, houses in Paddington'whlch the Church Eg?
Commigssioners hod emptied and left empty. It was felt obvious that a
Christian radical group has 2o particular vocation to act heres that a
Christian group'would be in a better position to meke 1ts,case, that when
gecularists attack the Church, they almost invoariably do so for the

wrong reasons ond ignore the real issues, It was agreed to start

exploring the position of the houses and futurec sale, and contacting
homeless Christians., |

On Will's paper.
Looking 2ot the section labelled "Why Non-Violence?

It was felt that the whole would hoave been improved if section (d)
had been the main burden of the whole of this part; with ¢ incorporated
therein and (a) and (b) ommitted.

It was not agreed that (2) could go unchallenged, while all those who were
present were Christian pacifists, none of us accepted that pacifism was
the gole possible interpretation of christianity. To say all the
world's greatest leaders werc opposed to killing begs the question of
who were the greatest and the choice mede by pacifists of those who
conform to a pacifist ideal is as subjective as the choice made by war
nmongers of Churchill and his ilk,. Also though most of us agreed with
the communist and capitelist world must go (some question was voiced as
to whether such a blunt staterent should apply in the Communist case);
it was felt that this needs greater substantiating.

(It is perhaps unfair thot we were sreating an article which is essenticlly
o personal statement as a peg for this type of group analysis, but it is
the measure of its importance that we should fe<l o need so to dOr)



If in (b) the term "less violence is used" is a tautological statement that
the demonstrators use less then it is insufficient comment; if .on the

other hand it means that the people againet whose actions the demonstration

is being held, then it moy well be totally untruc., Non Violence makes
patent previously latent violence, in order to toke it on the bodies of
the unresisting demonstrators.

excellent'(c) Bﬁt needs'to be stated in greater detoil,
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Turning to "What is.. all wos considered excellenty except the point
about it being impossible to use mon-violence for evil meansi reference
was made to various occasions when non-violence has been resisted by

non-violence, Boshmiris on both sides of the India Pakistan divide fasting
for the integration of the ashmir in Pokistan zm or India; non-violent

invasion of Goa, resisted an-violently;nand the Ahkmekhdar/Ghandi

fasting duel over representation of the arijans, 211 proved that as long

28 both sides were convinced of their case, they did not necessarily
have to be right as two opposed people cannot both be,

On the question of openness, Andrew made reference to the Greek Embassy here
in Britein and to the Norwegian and Auschwitz inmate resistance under

other conditions, I rc¢ferrcd to gas chambers on th. question of sabotages

it was not generclly agreed that in all circumstances openness and ref-
raining from sabotage were matters of principle though generally agreed
that therc were usually véry sound tactical reasons for these.

Other wise there'was 1ittledi$agrgement on matters of technique though these

were considered tactics rather than invariable principles. (CF the
distinction b.tween Satyagraha and Duragraha.) It was also pointed out
that informing the authorities in advance that one will obstruct them
over something does not of necessity involve specifying place or time.

(- B B B I B B I I R R I B T R R SR )

Please notethe next me.ting is the third Saturday in Julyl That the subject's

is F.D. Maurice s views on thc state with the particular intention of

producing & document giving our own views to the Archbishop's Commissioners

on Church and State on the relations there betwixt.

Please also remember that people hove been asked to contribute id.~s for this
report before, and are still asked so to do.

I apologize in advance if the Logos does not come out well at the top of
these - the two colour expcriment is ~ little acmbitions o question of
trying to run before 1 can wealk,

- fraternally

Laure1s

P.S. The spelling_of the Gun Public House shor’d hove only one n - I am sorry

if this has caused anyone to lose us. 1 was wrong in thinking the
publican who wns refused a license was tle same one as hod been there
6 months - this wns a new one, Mea culr1.
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Anne is sending the"Kingdom. of Christ" off to me today; so 1 shall keep
- this open ~ and this will allow me to include extracts, (So far no addit-
ional delay as I am waiting for the woodcut ink to dry on the LOGOS titlepiece.

-~ Still not well done but less badly than last time,) Meanwhile I find I

still have some notes I made in prison some years back on the chapter (no.
P ) and can begin the article before the book arrives - illustraying it when

At dOESo

This will also cllow me to bring up two other points I previously forgot,
l, The invitatiom for Gresham to speak at Hockerill Coll, did come and
gince the last LOGOS he has spoken there.
e ‘BZ:4 people were recently trapped in a pit collapse in what is supposed
to be a safety conscious minej; after undue speed-upsj onc waos killed,
That same deoy with supreme lack of tact another pit was told thet
unless record production was achieved on 2ll four of its coal f&ces

the mine would be. ClOuLdo

Obvaously a miner's work is so unpleasant thet it ought:bobéf&@ﬁatter
for congratulation that hc no longer has the job- and it is the
measure of the inhumanity of eociety that miners should'w1sh to
keep working in mines. - Yo

Several times in the last year the rumour has been spread 6f some mine
in the Midlands is going to.be closed as unproductive., The miners
flog their guts out achieving record targets nnd then when they

"have done so the N.C.B, has turned pound and said the mine is now

nearly exhausted and however hard it is worked cannot ‘be productive
cconomically so the miners have been cheated.

In South Wales in one case not only are the miners working record shifts
but they have hired a PRO firm to aid them in their fight, The
Miners' Union has just declarcd that 67 (I think it was) for which
the figure®s have just been published was a black year for closures,
A Belglan professor has predicted that with thb increase of natural
£a8 productlon by the year 1980 mining will be a dead industry,

‘Mining communltles are more cohesive thon most Industrial groupings,
Some years back (in the early 50s in South Wales in the early 60s
Midlonds oné had examples of mining communities saying to the N.C,B.
if you can't make our mine pay and don't want it - so it is of no
value to you whatsoever, why can't you give it to us to manage
as a cooperative., Naturally with no results,

By and large this makes the mines the industry wherein there would be
the most chonce for Doleci-type reverse strikes (the only likely
alternative secms to be where they are closing industries down in
Coventry in order to break the Collective Contract system, ) But
by the same token it is the industry which it is hardest to influence
from outside with radical ideas,

The Squatters have greatly adVanoed non®-violence by moking it o social
form of political action, as distinct x® from o liberal humanitarian
propagande technique; and they have been able to use durgagroha
techniques rather than satyagraho ones because of the widespread .
sympathy for the homeless; - but meking it an industrial issue will
be even more significant, Has anyone any suggestions as to how?



i'oaurice argues &goinst Pacifism - equating this with Quaker arguments foc the most
part, and arguing in such o way as to allow &ix those who quote him to assume
that all Chrlstlan Paclflst exegésSis stems Trom the Sermon on the Mount,

" Against thlsimaurlce poses Watthew ¥ 17 & 18. (referrlng to this as being at the
beginning of the Sermon): = "Think not that 1 am come to destroy the Law or
the Propheus' I am not come to destroy but to fulfill, For Amen I say..,"
and he deduces from this that Law ~nd Love are complementary « which in the
sense of divine law is obV1ous'but which has allowed others to 1nterpret
this to refer to civil law.

But frem.thls statement of the. obv1ous he argues that Love must be dellmlted by
- Lawj which does not follow? indeed it should surely be that Love is broadened
by Divine Law and this is no mere semantic difference, For Maurice seeing

that Law is tangivle and love not proceeds to subject love to 1low,

iMaurice'whOSe loglc e%sewhere is unlmpeachable falls to give that close ana1y31s
Bk gem ﬂrgument that one finds through the rest of the book at this point and
his- deductlons appecr slip shod.

If two thlngs arc compibmentary they are either agreed, or they quallfy, nnd which-
ever is the more importsant subordinntes the other, It is contrary to the
whole tenor of the. gospels, - to the plain statement of the Pauline epistles,
and to the usual thoughts of Maurice that the authority of the Mosaic Law
is equal to or superior to that of Lovc._

| Shall love be subject to the law, spirlt to the 1ettpr, the
child of the bondswoman to that of the free = in the Pauline
& idiom?
So thﬂt 1f Law delimits Love it must be in a sense only of deflnlng it not
maklng it condltlonal on the provisions of the law.

The whole of Cathollc theology depbnds on the belief that the grester comprchends
. the less, and if so then the Gospel contains the Deculogue in its entirety
Whlle the Decalogue contains the Gospel only in embryomic form.,  Indeed
since in one version the Summary of the law was-cited by a scribe in answer
to Christ's question what readest thouz in the aw? and since the Jewish
text the Book of the Twelve ~atriarchs gives the summary os also do the
scrolls -of the Qumram sect this understonding of the Law predates Christ

anyway - after 21l even in the Mosaic texts the initial severity is later
modifiede.

b 9
EarllerZMaurlce Justlfles natlonal "Chrlstlanﬂ stqtes as the heir of the Judalc.
Admitting that Samuel held the state and the king to be impermissible and
blasphemy and admlttlng that the early church fought against the emergence

of states and preached uni yersal community, but the Church feiled and Maurice

argued that thls must have been the Will off God, and that to continue to
demand unlversallty'ls to blasphemu. ~ But this argument denies man's
free will, and would mcke God responsible for Auschwitz. Hiroshime etc.,
thus meking the Cross a sado-masochist blaspheny.

i SHall glve extracts below - please ~nyone who W1she§ to contribute
to the report to be sent to the Commission please, please let
me have it bg thL end of the first week of July, so that I can get
it dupllcated in advance of the next meeting - I shall also want
to prepare as much as p0981b1e of the next LOGOS before the meeting,



. the ralations nf the CHURCH with national bodies
M. deurice - Thb Lngdoﬁ of Ckrist - Chapter V - SCM ed'n, -pp. 186 - 287 )(Vol. 2

»p. 190 - But on what authority do these institutions (The Decalogue &
Jewish law) rest? .,ﬂ‘re vegins another difference of opinion. The ordinary
statésman answers, . 'They are national provisions of more or less importance,
deriving their sanction from the legislation of each particular national
soclety, invested with & factitious and usefgul sacredness in the eyes of the
vulger Ly the traultlon that they had a mysterious origin. The ordinary
- religious man -answers : "They have nothing to do with the IrAXRIXYX mere
. politic "l or national life of any societys they are rcligigious ordinances
appointed by God himself, binding upon all because he has appointed them,"
eseese 0 (notecarlier on pp. 186:~ -
.. . The ‘historion declares that both proceded from the Lords it is not
'“'on the grounds of the difference of their suthority (the rules laying down
the Sebbath and’ those laying down the cities of tefuge) then that you céen
distinguish them, neither can you distinguish them by their character,

pp. 200: - Had the bishops of the Church acted according to their own notions of what
was best; they would of course, have reduced Europe into one great society
having a common language, scarcely acknowledging any territorial or political
distinections, Cuch a dream would have seemed to be a most pious one,
carrying out the ideal of the divine commonwealth, That they entertained
it, and at.different times strove to realize it, and that they found the old
Roman Jjurisprudence an helpful aid in the experiment the history of the
Middle Ages abundantly testifies: but how wos it defeted? I answer: by the
influence which they themselves when acting simplyg as churchmen in their -
appointed vocation, and not as the agents of a preconceiwved system, brought
to bear on the trives, The ccclesiastical society was the main 1nstrument
in creating within each of these tribes a distinct national organization,
altogether different from the uCClGSl&SthEl organization, though acting in
concert with its; by the ecclesiastical or ~atholic spirit peculiarities in
the character and intellect of each one of these tribes were developed.,

(regrettruly the rest of this para. pp. 201 - tracing the growth of

nationalism in the impact 6f the missionary bishops on the invading barbarlano
is too'long'f% include; though it ought to be considered.) But ppe. 202:

Unddr differnt modifications this is the history of the formation of modern society..
The nodifications ar: very inter sting and very important, because they
illustrate another 'point to which I hav. alluded +the wey in which the characters
and iustitutions of the nations received their distinct form, so that ttherc
should be vastly more difference Dbetween Englishmen, Frenchmen and Germans

now, than fthere c¢ver can have becn between ~axons, Franks and Burgundians
twelve hundred yeers 8g0ee... |

Cmnsider%tlon of Quakers and rcferences to the Sermon on the Mount beglns pp. 204,

PDP. 206 I am anxious to meke this remark, becouse it is my object to show how carefully
our Lord preserves the charactbrlstlcs of his Kingdom and itswrewards from

all secular mixtures; how he transports men into a region entirely unlike

that which they are ordinarily conversant, and yet their own native region,

the region of their own true and proper being, - /. But how is this
distinctness preserved? ls it by denying the existence of the lower outward
region? Is it by setting aside that lower outward region as being itseld

evil and impure? ,..,0r is it precisely by taking the opposite course to this,

by recognizing the fact and reality of that outward world, by showing how it

is provided for in God's economyseeaae? oo "Think not that I am comessys"
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s = /A, Thus far everything inthisc sermon of our Lord would seem to negotive
che op‘liod th2avy he Limg to repeal one set of rules and establish anothers
Everything would se:m to show that he came to confirm rules existing before:

to show +he ground, the inward righteousness, of these ruless and to lead those

- who were willing to be his disciples into the possession and. enjoyment of it,

The next words greatly streangthen the conclusion: !'Verily I say unto you,
cgedpt your righteocusness exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and

Phrrisees, e shall i no case enter into the Kingdom of heaveng! o Theere'hre

pbut tow ways of interpreting this passage, The one treats the righteousnéss
required of the Ul°01bles as something different in degree....j; the other as
different in kind, - ((~Alas poor Hegel thy dialectical leap was never thus.))LO)
If the former notion be adopted, then indeed, it will follow that our Lord .

came to set aside the Mosaic Law, and to establlsh another set of stricter
decrzesS...elt is co common to believe-that the Christian economy is a system

of mltlgamlons ﬁn4 allowarces,... that it is no wonder honest men should be
startled into 2 violent reaction against this notion, and should be eager to
press all Scl¢ptare into a proof that the requirements of the perfect disa

- pensation are really hlghur and severcr than those of the imperfect,

- (Again one connot reproduce the whole of the section - though one
‘must acknowledge that one does injustice to mourice by ommitting
it - but I cannot physic 1ly rbproduce lOl pp. ond all omm1331ons
-are dlstortlons )

Vﬁ have htﬂsé,.of 0le mca..thou fool shall be in danger of hell fire.," - What

Ponsequences would follow if we supposed that the formula, "It has becn said
by them of old time, but I say" meant in this case, "I am about to tell you

‘.somﬂtb Dg vhich “vﬂulﬁ cr abolishes what has been sald of old time" =%

In that case the expressions, "he that says to his brother Raca', he that says
"$hou fooT” must be token in Just the same formal ond legnl sénse in which the
words, "thou shalt not kill"are tokens: Words which are meant to supersede

o .
and nbrogate othéer words, must be construed as they would be construed,

Ti the commund, "thou shalt not kill", points to a definite spe01flc proceeding,

_ - the words,. ”thou.bhnlt not give this name to thy brother, must point to a

speczflc definite prooeedlng also....s..

3 2(\034.- malnt 1 th h ) ‘ "
w v oTe enich %1es atp¥ﬁ20}8 datlonsygffor %atgygﬁda tookn Lor a tooth

is a principle wh , perhaps mor

than any other explains ©o us what a state is, = It is o righteous principle >
1 hod elmozt called it the righteous principlej.foy it is that which prosents
to us the most corplete image of the order: and moral government of the world.

L

(If I may recap at -this point: op. 212:s 7.3 "And now we ~re come to one of the points

of dispute betwveen us and the Quaker, It has becn said of men of old time
tnou Slwlt not: fuﬂﬂwbmr b A PIALLD @8 yourselves..... L
 illavrice treats this in the light of.an carlier assumption made on pp.
. v the ninth (commﬁndmunu presumes the existence of tribunals before
which one may give wiilness respecting another. (The commandment against
theft is also held to presuppose property, which while true begs the
question of whethcr i% meons property as Mourice understood it in his day,)

4-.""»

PD. 229;-“ Our thlrd coroblary afflrms, that the revelation of God as universal Love

is not“iriconsistent with that priow revelation of him as the being who is carry-
ing on coutinuous strife with whatever in our world resists and opposes law

erd order.y and that, consequently the duty of loving our enemies, whikch 1s
grounded upon the one irevelation, must be in some way or other compatible with
that duty of hating our eanemies, which is grounded upon the other. Only think

LA


whether.it
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tc what. the idea of 2 Being‘ﬁf perfect love reduces 1ts 1f - to what it has actually

. *redyced itself - when wen have comtempladod L1ese two d1v1ne attributes as contrary

| ~ © to each other, What does love become but a weak contemptible tolerance of what

pe® - is unlovely, a merciless mewy, which now and forever cen permit the creatures it has
. formed to be asx sinful, that is as misersble, as they will? - Does not every man's

con901ence vehemenily r981st the decree of his carnal understanding@eececes

End 2 Q :-Do we not feel that love of good is a very paltry thing which is not -accompan~
ied Wlth -hatred. of evii? . And do we not feel that hatred of evil is a mere name,
i 1t 4N not willing to g0 forth in acts for resistin.: and extinguishing evil? And

dn

we not feel that that man has & very poor love of his kind, and of each indiv-

idual manss o member of that' kind, who does not regard as his enemies those who

- hindér. the. good-and help fOTW”rd the ev11 and ‘who does not in that characteer and
C&Pa”lty hﬁte BOBM?Y. | psne. #

PP. 2303 Our Lord SOYS "Love.ynur'enemles, for your Father in heaven causes his sun

to shlne upon the good and evil and sendeth his rain upon the just and the unjust",
Here is o fact of his provizimmdence introduced as an ® illustrationz of his char-
acter. But there are. other facts-of his providence existing side by side with

this not 1nterfer1ng‘w1th it.

He who gives rain and sunshine, sends also plagues

gnd peetlience. . These come not indeed to distinguish between individuals, not

to determiné vnlch are good, which evils but yet, certainly for discipline; cortainly
to teoch the nations the effects of indolence, intemperr nce, sensuality;

certalnly to lead them gradually to dlstlngulsh truth from|?alsehood the goood

from the ev1l

- -

® pp. 231l: ="And the enly remaining question'is; how con both these forms of character
. be at once preserved? How can these two sets of duties nppa*ently so opposite

PDe

PPe

be at once fulfilled? Cleorly, there is the greatest danger of ommitting

either; there is th. greactest danger in confusing them. What weak ineffectual
Jovers we are when love is separated from law we have hinted at alreadys what
monstrous perverts of the divine law, when we set the law up agoinst love, it
requires no words to explain, But dc we fare much better if we try to keep
up a balan01ng system in our minds? Not too much love! how can there be too
much if dying for love was not too much (Sorry an emphatic repetition was
overlooked there) Not too much law" -How can ther be too much, if the
destruction of cities and empires, yea, of a world, for the sake .of it was not
too much$

243y " For whoever translates the holy name 'Peace! by carnal'security or lux-

”uriOus ease, desgcrntes it, ~nd makes every scriptural application of it

unmeoning,

it is nemessary to sec these quotes as much a8 possible in“context SO

exit 6: The next two pessages refer to the marrlage bond- one to the prohibition

of adultery by the law (passages all those of the Sermon on the Mount) the other
to its toleration of divorce. In the first case the meaning is evident. Our
Lord comes not to destroy but to fulfil, nhe lecves the pro cept ogainst adul-
tery pas he finds, and stamps it with o new authority, otill it belongs to the
'0ld Time's | ¢ has a message to the inner mon, - He aims not at the crime but
at the sin, TLook not to woman to lust after herg' - if thy right eye of fend
thee pluck it out... Be willing to sacrifice the exercise of powers thaat God
meant thee to exercise, the enjoyments of senses which God has given thee, if
thou findest them to minister to thinc inward corruption.

. 1t is vain to say that Jewish precedents will only justify oaths administered, punish-



AT wars undeltakeni under the _@Xpress commanda ~f God, I have main-

ments f1xed
uuiined that eve.y nation ought to look upon itself as having God for its king.

That if we do not recognize this principle the commandments mean nothing to us,
the institutions of which the commandments speck have no authority but that which

they derive from humen convention,

‘The judicial oath belongs ((sorry pp. 193) ) to the religion of the Jewish state;
every Jew would have understood the the third commandment in reference to it,
S+ill more was the Jew instructed to look upon war, in certain cases not as a
permitted license but as a solemn duty, to be undertaken in the full confidence

thot it was God's will that he should engage in it,

hen we speak »f what is commonly called the morcel side of the Jewish economy, the
- oontroverSJ assumes ~nother shape. One set of Christians strongly affirm that

- the precepts of the %ind in the old law are of permanence in obligatéon and =
validity; others say they have no authority excépt so far as they are reenacted

by, or involved in the Gospel law of love. eeeobOttom of page,+..'"The historian

decleres that both procecded from the Lord; it is not on the grounds of a
~.d1fference in their authority, then that you can distinguish them., Neither can
" can you distinguish them by their character. The Sabbath is as much a

pos1t1vL institution as the cities of refugey if you admit the dletlnctlon bet-

ween that which is moral and that which is positive you must acknowledge both

(D calogue and the re t of the law in the Mosaic texts) to be tran81tory, if you
reaeot that distinction neither.

'This is all a mere sampling of the first half of the chapter - but
. the half that concerns us most nearly - the argument here is waged as against
Quakers who “aurice pays the compliment (not always deserved and not inten-
“ded as such)of assuming that they are anarchistic. The rest of the chapter
- tackles advocates of theorracy, of separated church and state, modern
statesmen and Romans; and I could not begin to illustrate these arguments
by extracts without unduly lengthening this piece.

So that I shall not be the only person at the next meeting who will
have r cently read the whole chapter, I am sending the book on to Gresham
- 1 hope that Anne is not going to find herself chasing us all to get the

- book she got out from the library - but if we are really going to tackle
this report thoroughly others should get hold of the book too and work
out their answers, -

It will be obvious from what I have said that Maurice obviously undder-
estimates the pacifist (and a2 fortiori the anarchist ca se) neglecting the
cross and neglecting non-violent resistance which is after all an attempt
at the way of the Cross - not entirely forgiveable for the fact that he

~lived so long before Ghandi as not only had the Quokers to whom he addregsed

~ the book practised Non-Violent Resistance, .but also so had the Anglican
Church under the Cromwellian period a¥e elso the Non-JurorS'whom he considered
talnted with theorratic beliefs,

The (pp. 187) early perts of it (Scrlpture) Were necessary in this. p01nt of view
becamse they discovered prt of the meaning which each sign embodies, enabling
us gradually to attain to o perception of its full import, and to look

upon it as connected with the life of man. When thereforO‘we meet in these

early records with customs, 1nst1tut10ns, ordinances which God has not been

pleased to preserve to us, we presume that they are to be contemplated hist-
orically by the light of'whet has been preSLrved to us

L
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OINTS of DISAGREEMEH@
P with Will Warren on: Some thoughts on the theory

and practice of non-violence offi non-violence,

-

(e ® (It is only fair to mention that Will's article was written just after a long

| - exchange of letters.between us, arising from the launching on NONVAC on the
need to state "why non-violence" befure considering what non-violence is, and
how it should be applied in contemporary dem nstrations, Therefore in
stressing points of disagreement, it is only intended to open up the
discussion to others, but these points are outweighed by the p ints of agreement.)

what?  whkky A lot of conflusion results from associating under the heading
¢ of non-violence, several distinet concepts, The words Ahimsa,
e - Satyagraha and Dursgraha are all equally translated into

English as non-violence., But Ahimse is a way of life and
vatyagraha and Duragraha are techniques of struggle, Add to
this that all sorts of other coneepts are added in English and
2lso lumped in as non-violence and the word is rendered meon-
ingless,

Ahimsa includes for the Hindu vegetorisnism end may be best
translated by the concept "Respect for Life" even if the orig-
inator of the concept was not himself particularly consistent.
Into Ahimsa Ghandi worked his puritanical views ¢n sex and
this is still thc¢ custom ¢f the Bhoodan Movement,

Satyugraha - is attempting to convert people by tuking their
violence on one's selfs It is very coecrcive in its way, it
forces the person resisted to¢ consider deeply the arguments of
the resister and it goes below the conditioning and the
psgchological barriers of custom found in the culture of the
resisted., Most theory «bout NV direct action is only cone

3 cerned with thisj; but except in small group actions the only
, prectice of it seens to be Dolei's and the Sicilian pewsantsi,

Satyagraho mokes patent the violence that is latent in a

previously existing state of affairs, So on the surface it is
not true thot less viclence results from its use than before,

.

Outwarday o system wherein = minority (or even a majority) has
become 80 used to accepting injustice - segregotion or whatever ~
| , is not a society riven with violencej; but use non-violence
. | | in this senge there and 11 the hidden violence comes to the
surfoce, en will by lynched., Similarly a worker building
nuclear weapons do not see their jobs as violent, they may
well decide tc beat up those who interfere, and so outwardly
violence is created by the act of non-viclence,

Duragraha is mass resistance thet does not involve violence

but is not necessarily made in a spirit of charity, end is
designed to defeat an enemy. Most of the Ghandian caompaigns
in India were of this order and benr little relationx to any of
the theorists of non-viclence found in Ghandi, less still to

th .se of Western pacifists,

Finally many petple use the term for actions that are little more
than publicity stint, or for any demonstration where one does not



‘s iy S Ghe Wb ey mloll dGGied Wi okl pevple tnink
of nun~vioplence as tempora:y substltute fur violence,

Then So why'N0n4V1olence?

Will gives reasons Wthh can apply to Durugruhh but his arguments
are olmost all c.ncerned with Satyoagraha, the aim to convert, yet
he would not bu opposed I believe tc -~ mass nmovement obstructing
an evil in o spirit which locked mich of his requisite non-

T AT S violent characteristics. He mokes opposition to sabotage o
principle but would not be prepared to say that if he had been
in Germany and had had the chance to sabutage o gas chamber he
would not have done this, - certainly it would not hove becn in
the best splrlt of satyogroha, but it would have been basic
human charity, and tu have left it unscbotaged would hove made
one respon81b1b f r thg lives of future V1ct1ms. This then

. is duragrohaj

So the question necds to be rephrased, not why non - violence but why a part-

But

There are of course other trivial differences - the 2cle of Olive Gibbs and Collins,

icular interpretation on non-violence.

why persuééive non-violence in a J15~-t o¢'eﬂnamny? 'Why ahinbiniotion by

- méans other than violence? non-violence as a'way of life? eor
even.why this publlclty stunt, Wthh breaks the law but av01dsn.u31ng
violence, .

If we are -~ as in the case of the Bomb, a small minority opposing the wishes

of the majority and if we are opposed to minorities imposing their will on
majorities then we have an answer to the first,

But if you came across a racist lynching party you would not stop to ask
whether the majority of thosc present.wer in favour of killing this man,

and whether it was ethically permissible tou interfere with this majority
desision, and if a method other than persuasion looked more likely to
succeed few if dny’pacifists would argue that it should not be used.

50 the case for abstaining from.h violence at such.tlmes - when there is
a case, and the case for not using violence.in a revolution is not just
the same casz as that for using persuasive non-violence.

It nay rest on a different view of the nature of revolution. If one
“believes that efficient violence (espe01ally in o nuclear age) can only
be used by a state, then it stands to reason that an anti-state movement
cannot use efficient violence, and that one can remain agncstic as to
whether it was ever permissible or practical - its not nowy for as a tank
cannot be fought with 2 peashcoter, so nuclear, biological and psycho-
chemical weapons cannot be fought with taks and the self-liberation of
the proletariat cannot be achieved with weap.ns of mass destruction.

having got to the point whereat we ar: csking not why not viclence and why
non-viclence; but why the particular form of non-violence equivalent to
Ghandi's Satyngruha aimed at the convarsion of those who are engoged in
acts we considdr immoral; we have almost as soun as we So pose the question
answered many of the problems'Will sets. out to tackle, -

LR

the invariable rejection .f sabotage and secrecy ia duragraha, the permissiblity

of recognizing coursts in satyagraha & he s¥ill -anderrates fastine.
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Anne Vogel - on Will Warren - on Non-~Violence

I think Will Warren's paper is good. I would like jo c¢oncentrate on what he said
in the section headed Techniques of Non~Vielence (pp.2) especially, the second
para, beginning: "In theory at all events, to be successful, a non-violent
campaign must have its roots in the people...." I think th-t if we are

gping to carry on with these Christian Anarchist meetings we shall have to
relate them more clos<ly to our experience worki g in local groups, whether in

industry, squatters' and tenants' associations ®mR or groups of local @hristians
and others taking social action to fulfill local needs.. |

I have a hunch that we have got as far as we can go as a purely theoretical dis-
cussion group, For one thing few of the people who are most active locally
come along regularly if at all, so we are not really fulfilling our functioon of
providing the theoretical basis of the movement; - for another, I think it very
doubtful whether a purely theoretical discussion groupm like this is permanently
useful ~ as Will Warrcn points out there is a dnager of remaining armcheir
revolutionaries, and armchair revolutionaries will be attracted towards such a
group, and inecvitably distoert the discuesion away from reality,

My personal experience, in trying to start o locul group, is that one has to give
it all one's ‘ime and attention, at lcect in the early stages, and I have more
free time than most at the mcement, so it mus®t be even more true for othersy if
one has to kecp dashing off to distant meetings and demos one becomes detached
from the people one is trying to influence at home, - because they have not yet

reached a stage of agreeing with the various complex actions going on over 2o
wider area,

I am trying to think of some way of linking up group and local action with the
wider whole -~ London, Britain, - the world.,

I think the most healthy basis is similar to the soviet system: - ic¢ we should
2ll work primarily in our local groups and individuals should be encouraged
wxw either to sXuPEXY start one or join the nearest one to them;
| the local
group and not the individual should be the local unit - recognized unit;
anyone who 1is
too immobile and too isolated to do this must be keptin contact, helped to
mointain contact by visits and correspondence, etc., but this should be refgarded

as exceptional; there should

be regional meetings of local groups -~ preferably ot least onc permanent
delegate to maintain continuity from each local group.

I would suggest we turn the Christian anarchist group into this kind of regional
committee for the London area -~ by committee I don't mean a group of people
deciding what the rest should do, but a group meeting for the purpose of
reporting on what they are doing and their experiences,

I think therefore these regional meetings should be longer - so there is time for
both reporting and theoretical discussiim - I am sure, if this is done,
our theoretical level would rise and at :h= same time people would be drawn
into theoretical discussions,

Anne Vogel

If the groups were our groups there would be o danger that we would be building o
structure pzralleling CHURCH-CNA on the one hand and the Anarchist Federation
on the others L thing we heove sgreed to avoid, L.O &
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PORTUGUESE STUDENTS COMLITT

A5, Fairland House
36, tasons Hill
.Bromley BR2 9JJ Kent

.

Dear friend,

'rom the enclosed joint statement you will rcalise.the
gravity and importance of the situation of Lduardo Cruzeiro.,
- HHé would be most grateful if you wounld send a letter:
or telegram of préfest to the <panish Embtassy, 24 Belgravia
oquare London ©.W, 1 . | '

We wduld apnreciate itiif‘ybu.could forward us a cody

of your messagc.
Yours sincerely

fere’ Zke,avv7ﬁi

- (José Laranjo-Seére%ary)




' A 'SPANISH COURT DECIDAS TO ABTURN A' PORTUGUZLE DESZIRTAR 00 THE FAGCIST:
GOVIRHMENT OF LISBON

iduardo '“uzﬁlro, gra@uate of the Lisbon chool of Fine Artv, did
. hig military service in Guine—ﬁiasau.‘Hewas'cofﬁéral 1n ohargééf-the
COmmando Instruction Centre.an& took advantage of his leave T0 desert,
In ag reement n1th the prlnololea 01 the oortugueﬂe antlmfa301st anc.
anti- colonlallut organisations “du rao Cruzeiro 4e“erted 1n order not
to take »art. 1n the war of repres 51on &ﬂd extermlnat on of the people
of the so—called "Portuguese'' Guine, . |
Ledd“fo 5 aln by hlu mllltlnu 36fivity,'jduardo Cruzeiro was
arrestec and omprisoned by f'ranco's 301100 on Auvuot i9th 1968. Tred
by tueifa 01st spanish coarth, he was cohdemned te 18 moniiig in’ clbsed
prison, for using a false identity and. carrying arms 1¢lega1y.
In Decembar 1908 the Portuguese Governmenti presented a plea-for
oxtradltlon to +ho spanish Government on the grounds that iduardo Cru-

. %elro wasﬁa nllltarv degerter. On the 9th April 1969 the Madrid High

Court accepted to deliver lduardo Cruzeiro to the fasoistiPoftqguese

- -

authorities, According to“ﬁhe existing faeciset laws in Portugal iduar-
do'Cruzeiroriéks the DIATH PENALTY for desertion. ‘ i

This 1g ﬁéﬁ only a matter of concession tc a demand for extradition
of a political militant. 1t is aiao é decision by which Trancols Gov,.,
which was unwillingly forced to recognise the right of so-called |

‘Opanish” Guine 4o independanoe and which has just signed a treatly with',

Morrobo concirning the deoolonlsatlon of Iftni tevrltorj, once more gives
r its support to tha colonial war in Gulne—B¢bsau, lead ag in Angola and
siogambicue by liarcello uaecano S faoclqt government, worthy succesor to
Dalazar. In éeffect it 'is amattcr of returnlng to. thc;”ortuguese autho“ltles
a deserter from she iortuguese army; an army whlob 1s contlnulng a colonial
war which* has already been condemned several times by the ueour1+y
Council of the General Lissembly of the Unitecd Nations.

The dec151on of‘the Madrid High Court constit uteq a'grave D“eoedentﬂ
if such decisions were taken by other Auropean Governnents, 1t would put
the llfe of thcuﬂanau of young portuguese in dang@r. Tt must not be
for@otten that in the course of the single year 1907, 1400 young portuguese
did not present themselves to the draft board.' | |

mhe assasins of General Humbvrto Dﬂlﬁado anu student ﬂanle; Teixeira

f‘ » -

& must not be aple %o exerc1 < their vengance: and thelr V1olence on the

. person of sduardo © ruz%lro. Daniel- Teixeira was already, in last October
the forth victim of #he 'new" Portuguese regime. leﬁrallsatlon follows

its COUrS€ocoseso

London, 2lgst Hay 1;F9
PORTUGUJL._.. STULENTG COMMITT.E

45 Fairland House®BR2 9JJ+“Bromley Kent



Jean Sargeant to MCE

I write on behalf of the supporters of the Christian group -~ CHURCH -~ to protest
against the decision by MCC to 1nv1te a racialist South African cricket team

next Summer,

As we understand the position, the South African Cricket Association represents only
a minority of that country's population and so is not a representative body of
that country's (South African) cricketing talent. We gather there are something
like 28,000 South African cricketers excluded on grounds of colour,
' |
No other country in the world makes considerations other than sporting merit the prime g¢
determlnant of team seclection, and we believe that by continuing to condone South
Africa's violation of this fundamental sporting principle, M.C.C. are setting a
dangerous precedent. Either sporting teams are chosen on merit - or else the
way is open to ebery kind of discriminaetion, whether it be racial/religious/pol-
itical, We imagine there would be an outcry from the British sporting public
if BEngland selectors chose an "English" team from a couple of favourite counties
only; the principle scems to us the same.

Lest Sept. supporters of CHURCH ~ together with several hundred christians in the
miulti-racial area of MNotiting Hill signed a petition to M.C.C. cricketers asking
them not to play South African teams nas 1cng as they were chosen on racial grounds,
We regret ton say that a letter written to M.C.C. on behalf of the petitioners s
in Jon, was not acknowledged. N

indeed the most depressing aspect of the whole controversy has been the continual
refusal of NCC ever to meet the r-.al arguments put forward by those who oppose

racielist sport. The events of the last year have convinced us that MCC are
determined to go to any lengths to preserve cricket with an a2ll-white South
African team,

If MCC's policy of sanctioning racialist South African cricket is to continue
indefinitely, then the injustice to the non-white cricketers of South Africa
will also continue @ndefinitely. In these circumstances a group of supporters
of CHURCH h~ve decided to take direct action against the MCC matches with South
Africe next Summer, if the latter team is chosen on racial grounds,

We do not intend to use violence of any kind, but our programme of'happenings of an
educative nature" at selected matches will inevitably conflict with the normal
course of play. We hope to bring hom: to everyone attending the matches the
real situation of the non-~white cricketers of South Africa. If this results
in our voluntecers being arrested then we are quite willing to go to gaol,

We believe that the cause of racial justice demands this, During the coming year
we intend to mount a campaign throughtut the churches (and among the wider
public who use our churches on ritual occasions) so that our action will be
understood in adveance, and so that others who wish to participate can so do,

We very much hope, however, that a firm decision against racialist sport, binding on
cll members of the I.C.C. will be toaken al your conference and our action
rendered unnecesSsLYy.
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The Young Liberal® also handed in a letter wornins: that they would use NVDA, while
Dennis Brutu® handed in one from SANROC and there were two other constitution-
alist petition8, Something of our discussion of non-violence ought to b e
applicable for appropriate toctics on this issue, L.0




