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though not very enthusiastically - that I should, call these 
(i had not then received a letter, which was in the post, from

March 11th

’ : Z?

(

55 Natal
Thornton>

" Croydoa, 
<55.7546

road f 
Heath,
CR4.8QH
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disputations and dialogues, documents and didcussions,
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we
would suggest the establishment is so valid only where there is a predominant 
religion and where the;people are in fact religious.

•*r
4.
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t

(the rare opportunity) 
general ignorance as to

■

- •

. In fact we will be discus
some time.,

•.

- . •

•

/

Christian ■ ; 
Anarchi s t 
Deliberations

5-»? ■ #4

■ . . ■■ J ' ■'a memorandum
First- we- are grateful to
to express our opinion.
what^in-fact is meant by the establishment of the .c!'»,,'*f E, '<

' 1‘- ' ' • - - *' »rf.~ . •

. r • • ' ( ±

We assume that in general establishment means the recogni’tirfh by a state 
government, of ,the predominant religion of a country or region.

’ t- . • x ‘ .

Without prejudice to our views (later stateci) on states and governments,

sing points arising “frnm the

•• •

"Liberation Mass'?,from Brian'McGrath for
> 

• i • • •

t * * • 4 • ••• • * ” •

As will-be seehii in the minutes proper, the discussion following Gresham’s talk 
, • ■ • r ? "*r , /V * • * , * •’ . • I 5 - * i

^as gomewhat inconclusive, and the subject will be continued at the nextlmeeting, 
an ewis introducing it, and I hope his contribution will arrive in time for in- 
elusion in these minutes,
Church-State Commission for

- ft

♦

!■

ft.

♦
: •

bro• ?rDear Friends
The meeting decided
minutes LOGOS; i
Brian McGrath suggesting ANAftCHRISTO, and offering a woodcut of this;) though per
haps he will do one of LOGOS - and save my wife having to try and write it on the stenci 
stencil each ..time, ' ;(l am having to retype this one, after ruining the first
stencil when, adding the title-,) Fr Andrew's suggestions of. Cross Purposes and
Cross Words vzere (i think Imfortunately) rejected, .

A .ZzA; <.4 1. ’ j \ J ’• • . .

' .L ; . ‘ 7 v • ’ - * —i .• J ■ . ’’ , ....

I <begin'this/moiling with Gresham’s talk introducing the discussion last Saturday
and after these minutes there is. also a
which I hope he will write an introductory note, as also Will Warren's essay on
pon-violence.

(
♦ ■ -«« '»
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Doctrine, debates. 
Ac c ount s, argument s, 
Monthly minutes
Notes and News
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“believe most firmly that Establishment in its origins is based on a fatal
confusion of sac red and secular# ((- Here we are in deep water, and 
as a group we need to think this one out and over before submitting report,

« • * • 
“ 4 * » *
’*♦/ ’ •• • . •. •

• # -

%

4

*•%

Such is a situation which may be true in certain places and in certain 
times, but is hardly the case in the present English situation# 

W-e..assume (again without prejudice to our views on the state) that it is
held, to be right for the state to encourage whatever is for the good of 

_L< -kJ. . "V 1 : _ _ — __ - —

4.

• •’< '• -

A 

•• ** '

But we-beelieve that this civilizing, influence depends on a balance which • 
was always, difficult to maintain,Sand has in fact long broken down,

' . ' ...» f. • . '
• .*»•->’’•' ■* - ' L . ' • • • %

-We are therefore of the.opinion that Christianity has for many oenturies 
been fighting aji unsuocesful rearguard "action, to preserve certain remnants 
*f healthy secia^l.ife,, "an.d' ih doing so hasr:been rendered, increasingly 
impotent.

4 i |

I? .
. *2^ .rt w * t*:.

1* The ending of three’centuries of persecution*
11# The abolition of crucifixion as a-means of capital punishment. 

; 111# The institution of the first day of the week, as a day of
I» “ s
K
■ • .»%

.* •.• 
• * i.

•

v ,4.

•.#* .

However we suspect that the price paid by Christianity was high

t

i

Constantinge#

recognize three., important gains in this?-

a

' ".*• F . 
•

• i • r •: 
. i » . «

• . • 

•

-

».*

of the political relevance of schisms, with for instance an essay on the 
Athanasian Creed* This should Ye 'stated rather boldly#

. 'I.'!" F r

We^recognize that Christianity h-s in fact had a civilizing., effect on Western 
Society, that it'helped to preserve civilization in the ^ark Ages
.that it created*what is knovm as Christendom. .

« ■ Ki • • * V • •< • • % • ** *

>.

by the Christian ruler (who was in fact the state) in the 
_ .’__j Churt^i.;. e.g. the appointment of bishops, (or

1

.i

V./ * **• > _ -< i
/•'•.V ’ ’’-b ‘7-ft

*( ‘ . .!» .. .<• * *r. .«

.• ,' # «M > . \>

This is the futility and evil of establishment and the evil of concordats
between Ghurch and- State.

all.we/’assume that it is salutory to give cultural movements the 
qppbrturiity to aid the well-being of the community.

,,We.assume that Christianity was established, in the sense of being
recognised and privelegedj .throughout the Roman Empire; by the conversion

* •* • • • • J • A —.
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rest from"labour
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We see in these not merely advantages to the Church; 
for, .all humanity# ‘ •*

• •

> .
• V

J •
• d -A <

I 

» ♦

- / interference
life--ahd worship

of the Churftji#? e.g. the appointment of bishops, (or the pas sing; 
over of independent minded men)| influence on doctrinal development, 

-,,(i.e. the. divisions over 'thelequality, or inferiority of the son to thb” 
• ‘ ‘ *■ ’»• »; , , w y*i,' •- ■£ .’» p - ’ * “ .-k# ■ -rjk- ,

.father ih the godhead; concepts which were verytdefinitely related; in the 
minds of the Church then, ’ to ■ the equality or the/inferiority of/, the ■
spiritual to the secular powers|)

% . ■■
• q| • , . • ’ ‘ r ’■ .

We should show our Archbishop ou r awareness of the political relevance 
'I ■
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shall be Free",
• *•■» ■ - ■ .■' * • 

’ .-^<7 •'" ’

<- • | _ • — *
«••• \ i. •
- A • • . . •*
-A i </ .

♦ * .
• • ♦

"The Church of England
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one or two others
All potential
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Wo note with gratification that Prophetic Christian Leaders,

♦

4

4

interest to Christian Anarchists. ' . ; ’ —.r.'-'
• ; ,-... •.• • •• ■. •■' • ■ ■ ’ ‘ •; ’ 

v .•<•-<_ - ■; , •-• .--■• ■ • .... - ' f ,

The CHURCH Conference - about which I was rather rude in the last minutes 
was in fact extremely impressive* I was only.there for the first half, 
and so Joanne has done a report-cum-minUtes of the meeting which she
is sending me for inclusion*

4 • _ * ( Vj; '• •*• * ’ e . . , ■ ?? “ _ ... ’ ;

’ . ’ -A V . . 4 1' . * •%*■' ' .. . > <

Valerie -Bickers-’s? demonstration was very smsill- but I gather not unsuccessful 
(J had: to miss .it in order to go and speak in • eeds to the Student Christian 
Movement’on Christian Anarchism), - and some impact was gained*
.? • \ i-t •* ” • v /■' .a” ■* -h * ■ /” i* „.

• * «•• ’**}**' ’ < • r*’ ’ •

Apart*from the demo the correspondence before it with the bishops should have 
done some good* I hope but don’t know, that ^alerie- has kept the corespondence 
up and there will be, more to relate in this field at a later date* ■

•• . >*'".*•*

David. Mumford debated (the official term was a dialogue - and it was in fact 
two parallel papers rather than debate or dialogue) against a Dominican
Slant theorist, at Friends’ House, Oxford, before cur Christian Anarchist 
meeting last Saturday at a meeting arranged by the Oxford University FOR, 
(broadly the Oxford University Christian Anarchist group*)

ACROSS the CNA paper which Dave Poolman edits is being expanded by taking 
:CHU®eH supporters onto its editorial board and coopting
and is to be a monthly paper with a sellable format-,
sellers please contact'.

*•1 
■> 

A

••

• ’ \ - v< r--\* ■ . • - ■. . . ■ . :

>js. u-uCPogan, Jbwx^n and mvduxii cultures,));
• • ■ ' V. ' ’ ’*•* J \ % f *•*■’*.

a. .. - ■ " * ' t i . * *
■ - ' - • - a ■ * . • . . -1 . • •

( Again this is- a point to;stress political-theological connections,) 
\ ‘ • I " •* •Stress to-Archbishop the necessity of a revolutionary understanding

Mi • ' A j .* • ' ' , „ , I’ '

•Christianity. 
A ' 'v »■ A ' •

While the Church wishes to influence society for good it is saddled 
an escapist attitude to the World, And the answer to bad theology is 

; not No theology, ..

.1

r<-

- »•

►

"T5 . • *. *v» , ’ , .S’*-- • '• .before giving the attendance and detailed minutes a few records of

1 ■ ......................■IIIMII I II. ■ w.g.11.

The present Church is uncertain of its beliefs and therefore uncertain of 
‘its function in'the world,* It wants to help the Woild but does not want 
-to ave the world, ' - ' • - ’’

r* .. • ’/ •• • 4*

in the: C. . of E,,
in. the-past, such as Charles Gore, consistently advocated Disestablishment, 

((point to be enlarged))
.. '• • ’’ * •’ 'r

* . . *• *

We have a strong feeling that what is indeed evil, is also in fact foolish, 
and based on no sure foundation. We have yet to discover when and by whom 
the C of E was by law established,V’*' ’ ' V * ‘ ? ‘

We- have been taught’ that the venerable Convocations of Canterbury and York 
are older than the "Mother of Parliaments", that the Church of England in 
fact united the English pebple when they were still politically divided 
into several Saxon kingdoms. We look for the day when the most... 
important provision ..of Magna Carta is fulfilled:

r

> •
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reading his-‘pdperj.-) Gresham read a leaflet by. the-late Dr Ryle j ns.an 
example written from a position that he himself did hot in the .least share 
of prophetic Christianity, designed to show what the Church-Establishment 
lacks it can gain not .only from the. Gores, .and'other such leftist athalics

- n. •' - *11., jrt’- 
•» s- ■. .

* ■ .• •* • **•
.2.', V

A further sum of money was collected for •*• at;- Arrowsmith, - - we had also had4
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in-the first. place, and Ave Mumford explained that
tthp,t V|v and he had agreed that-it was more .. in the

Anarchist.group, to tryyand work out-together an agreed statement, )

A-.'-.
t

may. or may not mean that —r- 2i - -
<•

- U w ‘

o

Robin Percival reported on the debate-dialogue in .Oxford;.and it was degreed to 
contact Fr Laurence Bright and suggest a similar discussion here-in London.

Andrew had contacted the Vicar ...of Kennington (Oxford) after a letter-hsarticle 
... he had had in an insert magazine' for parish papers; Andrew had known him 

formerly’but this article suggested 'that he is very nearly if not definitely 
a Christian anarchist. I." ' '

* a «» - • ■’* - t • 4 ’i' * "Y * ,'v * ■ ,
■> . 4 x • ’ ' / . 1 L • - * ■ • • • « . •• • u . ' • . •

s/ . A .1 • .

t. ’ »

4 <•

: ■ 
■ . 

?»■

.V

X Andrew on a point of clarification wanted to know why we were asked to witness 
CHURCH had been asked and 
nature of the Christian 

“ t ’-f If

. .» 5. ■. '* > ". ’S'* ’
‘ •• ' -I- *' J ; ; - ’•

Dave and I put it that our reply - which no doubt will be published down page 
near the end .- of the,. Commission’s -addenda to -its report , can nevertheless be 

. .. published by us. as g-'pdmphlet.<;arguing the case for christian Anarchism and 
that it would be easier 
" narchism allegedly in
as' what it is,

sv • *“ ’’-j ** . — • ■ . ‘ :
i'. r*VJ • • .

fourth century •- he 
. ge,tied up..doctrines

lacks it can gain not only, from the. Gores..and -other such leftist <• w. » a
but even from Conservative Evangelicals, who still have fire in their 

-.. bellies, a^ad . are .prepared t.o challenge the state and status quo. A
• <r-3

• ■*

k- *

'J

1

Dave Poolmari.

unfortunately such is the way of publicizing - things
for u*s to get publicity for a pamphlet on Christian

, the form of a report to-the commission than simplay
.« t • , r | -t ' . • " *1 - f ’ 5 ’ ‘ "■ • '<• **

(Lewis) disagreed with Gresham on the church in the
thought that Gresham should have been more critical.
on the.-Virgin ^irth.with- clerical celibacy ,- and- believed that since the
Qhurch would have to disappear with ’the arousiaj? thatlwe' must set about 
making it disappear, now, muqf attempt do show priests- and"'Seminarians that 
their', vocation is ,-falsed . i- " '

**•4 • *• 'X* • w >• .1. 4 , • W |

; •;***
I quarreled with his history; clerical celibacy was only enforced in the late 12th 

Century - uptil when the Archbishopric of Lyons was hereditary ((.n fact an 
11th Century synod at-^oledo attempted unsuccessfully to enforce. Clerical

. monogamy).),; The Council of Nicaea was quite clear that the ' Just Struggle was 
invariably revolutionary struggle which did notv testify to 'total' apostasy by

• •> A
* ? i

• ?
1

*■ Kathy,-Dancy
Ian Annett,

Ian Lewis
n oa'-- :■ *'-.v. . ...

Valerie Bickers,. , .Dfann...Barrett.
Robin Percival, Gresham Kirkby,
apologies

w f . .si * ‘ ‘t.’ ti *

f ' ’< * ’ . * ' 44"" ’ 1 f - j -• ';>*-] ’ ' . j

A letter had been received by Gresham arising,from a mention of us 
Paget King's circular-bulletin,

..n--L,-./ / r •‘.: A h 7 -. V

• T 4» •* ' •

Andrew-. King
Dave Mumford,: ,Laurens Otters

•S

-f .. '« -4r

7, • ‘ ’ <*• *■' r * ■'' * • '
.1. ■ **v i* * , s ‘ •1 1 , ’ ■ ’ '

V-, • I'to ‘ ‘

fro’m n position that he himself did not in the least share 
•« I •• • ■ ■

r X r

• -V X

. *. ’ .. , . ... , . .*»' ’.•«* ■'*’* '«• 4.

X..’ V 4 . - • , i .*• . - • I 4*2 r ***** ’-*•*< I »• * X. • .« X U.
•- ji , ‘ • V . v‘v. -«•» ' •

St Paul's Vicarage (Bow Commoh) Leopold St,, E<>3>
* i ’ -4 *

t ♦ • * . aft • • •* * . ®
•-!* *' r- T. ;-x,cr v x * ~ * f J’*' *

■ Kathy.-Dancy, Andrew King,.
, Gresham Kirkby,■ Ian Annett, Dave Mumford,.. v

Joanne Zuckermann, Dave Mayers

•• ” ■ ■ •*’* I ‘ f ‘

•» 4*

, a /. J. ,

;i-

through Andrew) an appeal for help with the Medical Aid for 'Vietnam Youth 
March, and had requested fuller detail's (which .may. or may not mean that 
copies of their leaflets will be enclosed herev/ith) ...Ian. nnettvit appears 

' is "'on the committee of the .youth section of. M.A* for-.V.
J .r lv

efore
*"• -t'
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Diane took up the-concept of an anarchist believing in a revolutionary institution, 
(which was put down to- my syndicalism.)

r

HV77.  e does favourlevel, since the ^hurch obviously has no right 
to accept Christian ethics.

i

t

Church had
on of Christian ethics, (though others of us

»

- ' ■ J

•*»

••

unjustifed,
* * <• ! V

•••

v •* -X v ’ 1 M

make it known that we do not think 
and that "Christian" opposition to

%

1

<

• ■ f

as-last year - the-May Day 
and others)' is organizing a J,iay lay demonstration, 
festival on the basis that May Day is intended as

strike.where in all countries the workers' 
holiday and leave the bosses to do the work

It is probable that Gresham, will 
evening - announcement next month 
anyway on the eve of May Day •• he

But
sympathetic
only person who favours it -(and then not 
generally held to-be uh.justifiable to irxhx 
in a campaign for a-parliamentary Bill

< ,• _ ,y '
that Ian should contact 

of the terms of the Bill,
and of "Christian" obstruction.

whereas most people were inclined co oppose Euthanasia anyway but
; with many of the intentions of the reform ((i think I 'was the 

in the case of children)-))
‘.nvolve an anarchist group
• 'V

‘ ♦ - . ' ■ f 

* * * * < • . , , 

the Euthanasia Society, and 
of the arguments used for

It was agreed however
fuller details
of the campaign,
Generalized discussion however then went 
was agreed that Ian should introduce the 
to continue on the same topic,,
That is April 12 - c.s usual at $t Paul’s

e • 

• •, 1

allowing

have a mass to tie in with this in the
- (his church’s rededication festival is 
wasn't able to have it on the day.)

i
? ■ ./ '• Z.'

>• - • A* f-

revolution.
*»• " ■

' -rw

J?; .t • ‘ ' I

Ian’s other point had been a suggestion to aid the Euthanasia Society which is 
now pushing for a parliamentary Bill to allow fathers to seek medical
and other sanction for the mercy-killing of deformed babies. Most of the 
rest of the discussion wns taken up with this.

'..-I only real agreement was that we should 
the Church has any right to interfere i

J VI

I have also to announce that on May the First 
Committee (anarchists
this time to end as a
a radical action a token general
organizations plan an unofficial

A w • .
J . •

. \ "• - ■ 
off at a number of tangents and 
newt meeting's discussion so as

j.an it later emerged does not favour euthanasia, 
it - on a state
to force people

while all of us 
ro right to ask 
besides Robin held ■ 
of conduct - and i 
psychopath s ' nn-i such to seek

J,

the
no more need for the ecclesia which will have performed its
and while -till.then one may. want worker-priests;

*r * • . ... i . * * • ■* •

suggest destroying the body which ought to be the revolutionary instrument 
before the

• *. t ‘ ' 1 •

L oj.jL . > ' C-J U - Xx \ V Um

• ‘e ‘j,*’ ’ F*

means that there will -be- 
allotted task,

it is a non-sequitur to

(Robin with some reserve,bions) agreed thatthat the
for the imposat-

that in an anarchist society, there would be minimal codes 
some fairly coercive action would be taken to get

media^l aid.

cl J-
fr*

f

eaven.on Earth)

• 1 . - . ’ ' i
. -t- \

r* • i r .-i ***■»■Cx- M..U w/xl Vx C. U/ Kz > 4 _ 1*1^ Cw U iv x-lj. .L C? 7 »;]
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^anarchist, society (Kingdom of
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Alan ®arlow and Phil Carver have been arrested (Mai oh 15) 
levsly damaging the Bank of Bilbao«
against ■
act that they were ihe first people-: the police encountered.’.

destruction who looked as if they might not have lawyers to nelpc ' .Or indeed'-if 
there is any particular reason to suppose that this Bank more than any other might 
be the target of political rather than vandal attack, (ds Spanish,)
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Doug asked meto-notify people of this., meeting ~ though I fear the mailing may 
net go out in time, and there will be a danger of Doug duplicating on
much of the activity of CNA and CHURCH; still as he has

help ,to ; keep him informed
.* «, - ■ 4 d # - • -: - . ; • . . . • — ••• * • • *

Now that
ago he,was 
particularly interesting
for him apparently) that the Muslim mullahs are all CJA agents, (The National 
Awanr Party which Tariq supports is noo only pro-Peking but intensely Islamic),

Of course this suggests a danger that Russia will start to justify her nuclear 
threats against China by saying that as the major ally of Mao’s regime is now known 
to have.been a. regime

marshall Amir is being overthrown it seems to be that not .long
Ifco Tse-Toung’s.'major ally in Asia - indeed in the world, s is

as 2’ariq tAli says on his return (Pakistan was too. dangerous

gone on ,this
of Christian non-violent actions, t 9

stands to reason that,...,
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soon a need for us to consider our duty to intervene in demos
war - possibly a nuclear war,
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J, at 7,50 HI, at 6.00 EndsSeigh Sto 
by Doug K-epper and ^ave ^alsh; to discuss;-

The possibility of holding regular meetings in central 
discuss various aspects of the Warfare State;
Whether or not a monthly duplicated News-Letter can be
giving news of the warfare state, and coordinating the
cf the non-violent peace groups, squatters' group etc..
launching small scale-non-violent peace action; with particular 
reference to Porton, Nancekuke; and what can be done at Porton 
during the "Open Day" in June, . . •.

All welcome donations also welcome by Doug Kepper, 21 7ernon road, Leytonstone,
E,.ll,.-?. : ■" ~ ' ... : ....
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(Stop thinking and start taking notesJ) 
morning session

Church Pay-Conference
The Church day-conference took place, as announced, on February 22nd, and 

began, as expected, about an hour late: if one might register* a protest within 
protest, could such meetings not occasionally start on time? The following is 
inadequate summary from the twenty-four pages of notes I took on this-, occasion.

• _• -• X . *

1 ' V ■ ’

•< j ■ * V . i’ » • • • ; • . - ■ - ' •*

f 7 •*

Steven G-reen in the chair* The meeting opened with music, a reading from &od is 
I or Realj Man, and a prayer, led by David Hart: brief, and most- people seemed to 
find it very valuable* . '
Steven Green opened the discussion by calling upon Laurens to summarise the paper 
which he had contributed (circulated with the last Christian Anarchist minutes) 
since most people had not had time .to read it in advance. This he declined to do, 
on the grounds that it could not be adequately summarised.
Viy Broughton: Laurens is making two points: 1) ■’ G-ood theory is necessary for good 
action:2;G-iven this fact, some kind of creed, or manifesto, or statement is

- necessary for Church. ■ ;
Laurens; I would not press the second point as much as the first. But it follows 
that one can’t have an organisation to oppose abuses, which, for lack of a creed, 
admits to membership the perpetrators of•those abuses. Some, minimal agreement on 
beliefs and aims is necessary to an organisation which exists to change society- 
No group can get on with its business; if it has to be constantly debating whether 

; its tactics should be violent or non-violent, for example.:
John.Stott: Christians are not expected to know where they are going. Y/hat wc «
is ’a commitment to set us -free to act.’ " '

M • • _ S. ‘ . 1 •,

Andrey^ King:- Christians need a commitment, but to what? They need to be set free 
to act, but how? . • ’ ' i V
Laurens: A precise plan of where you’re going, precise details of the Christian 
society are neither necessary nor possible. .
John j. Surely it’s not where we’re going-that matters: it’s with Whom we’re going- 
{John and Laurens then spent some time in discussion as to whether Powell and
Paisley claim to be acting with Christ, a factual point which could not be settled). 

Hart: I am very .taken with John’s position, because so many people use
thought as an excuse to escape action. But in fact many courses of action are not 
•really open to John: he could not, for example, go out and kill someone. And this 
is because he is already working from a 4-ong and well thought-out position.
David Poolrnan; Many speakers are reacting from previous groups to which they have 
belonged, which never did anything but talk. But at the moment we are ’talking 
about not talking.’ And in fact we must have some kind of list of agreed priorities^ 
Kobin Percival: We are setting up a false dichotomy between theory and action. We 
must have some kind of criterion of what constitutes valid action,,
Jan Bickell: Perhaps you really should be in an organisation like this withpeople 
(e.g. Powellites) with whon you couldn't join elsewhere. Perhaps the whole question 
is how you can learn to love your enemies within the Church.
Laurens:.,In the Church one should be able to join with anyone: but in Church, which 
is supposed'to.be radical Christian and not all inclusive, it is important to have 
common beliefs on certain social issues.
Chris Duncan: We seem to be working from a wrong concept of the -openness of the - 
Church. Christ didn't say:'Come and be a fascist inside the Church. Many people 
live comfortable bourgeois lives whilst holding radical ideals. But what is needed 
is commitment to the reality of Christian ideas. Action,, and the analysis of the 
meaning and value of action, the development of beliefs, go together.

' Of course^ no-one's actually saying we must have action for action's sake.
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do you go about 
authoritarian way.*
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nodes of action to Christ and 
as a result of this, socially
but we still need-discussion * A.‘ i

to clear up the misinterpretations of the Bible which
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and politically radical, 
and statement of beliefs 

‘have occurred during
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society.
John Stott: At least 
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exclude or force
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actions.
by the chnir5 as one long concerned with v.he ’
ision, to sake his - contribution. He described th 

:peace soldiers;P all paid from direct
oft tin in kind, fron local- villagers?

and working together with these villagers, who all accepted the same ideals* Thl., 
rovement, he said, had discipline, but no manifesto — many unwritten ideas
constantly circulated.for free discussion within the movement#

Satish also asked us what wo moan by ’action1 and challenged the notion ';hat < , i
said that to
life as a. pi";
go on

instead of getting on with make.n

demcoastravions of any kind really constitute ’direct-action*#
demonstrate, march, go to prison etc*, whilst living
of bourgeois society, was to be in total confusion#
confronting authority through demonstrations,

• our own new society:?There is no point in caressing the darkness.1 '
. was then called upon .to make a point which-he had asked to havok

. or seme time before half past twelver It had been announced before the meet, 
thau David Hart would celebra/co who Eucharist before lunch, for all who wisl.. 
cake pare® Andrew point eel out that if this were done, a number of people v/ovZ 
ijcI obliged to leave, so that whatever the intention, the effect would be
< --visive. He found this most regretable, especially since the simple form of 
opening prayer had been uniting and most valuable,, A discussion ensued, to which
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l7e all agree that action and theory must
• drawing up a manifesto for Church? Either you get it done in an
by a committee, or else you oiroularise everyone and take six months about it, 
come up with something watered-down and vague, but still basically authoritarian- 
Peggy Denny; I feel an attempt to devise- a manifesto would be a mistake. As a 
founder member of the Committee of 100 I was very grieved to see it split and. de 
itself in an attempt to get a manifesto. ‘ .
Laurens — gave us a history of the Committee (from the vantage-point of its Iot' 
full-time secretary) designed to show that a split v;as inevitable from the firs'"- 
since it-was made up of .genuino radicals and those who thought the Labour Party 
would achieve their'goals for them. The London Gcnmittoo split because of a faction 
that saw Ho Chi Minh-as perfect. «
■Wlg_yo.g_el* (There having been, included among the previous debate, some discussion« 
rhich I have not reported in its place since it would have distracted from other .
ssues, as to whether the word ’radical’ in the description ’radical Christians;’ 

implied primarily political radicalism or a radical kind of Christianity) Radical 
Christians are those who go back.for their ideas and r
to the first Christians .— but they are neoessarily,

The Bible is our manifesto:
VU UXtJcXX U.JJ blltj LJlSlHUUrpit; Ucl UJLWXAib U1 UI1U DI U-Ltt WliX Oil

the centuries of the Church’s co-operation with a,corrupt

we’re all here and trust one another without any manifesto, 
the;possible need for a statement of beliefs in order to

into the open people with whom we cannot co-opei*ate because the*’.'.’ 
-uliefs are fundamentally opposed to ours — but no-one is reallyaafraid that 
here are any fascists in the room at present. The Holy Spirit seems to have boon 
ble to use the idea of Church. V/hat may be needed now is a number of discussion 
groups, making intensive studies and reporting to one another, not as a preliminary/ 
but a.fter e’ach demo*

•w~ Jr. ,

Roger Numm: Christ said:’By their works ye shall know them.* He acted and then 
interpreted the meaning of his actions to those around him. The question is, hov; 
do you get over to people the meaning of your ; 
f atlsh Kumar was then, called udoia
■forking together of theory and ao 
'-handian movement, with its 12.000
'■ontributions. sometimes in monev bum more 

r r> «' • ;

nose villagers,
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of non-violence constantly allow 
practical proposals of non-violence 
he said, happened because they
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, on the one hand supporters of

cL 
er 
that

Dave i-oolman said that he 
would act as
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pxjisLffiEx 'This was really 
doing i t .justice, I an 
circulated with sone

more effective way 
that all novenents 
a training in

Lunch —- Macrobiotic, 
and Yang, which didn’t

' srnoon Session

A few offers were made, and
of people throughout Britain who
groups, but acting as a liaison for people in their area 
or offers of help would no doubt be very welcome

3
many people contributed, and it was finally decided not to hold the Eucharist, but 
to treat the lunch, for which most people were staying, as an Agape, The tact and 
charity shown throughout this most difficult and delicate discussion were very 
great.

It was then announced that the food for our agape would, unavoidably, be an 
hour late. The discussion on administration which followed was obvious iy the work 
of those whose lunch had been twitched from undei* their noses, and very little was 
concluded. The basic trouble was that Viv is receiving letters in connection with 
Church at the rate of some seventeen a day, and would like to hand over the work 
of answering them to several people, each covering his
people could iise the Church poster (Radical Christians go to Church) with their 
own address .at the bottom.
was working on a list 
contacts., not forming
Any other suggestions
Viv and Dave, ■ ’

* •

pursuit of any type 
in every situation, 

trying to develop the best in ourselves and in the other people involved. If it 
fails, then the failure is our failure, any violence in the conflict is our violence, 
which we have failed to Contain or absorb or convert, But we cannot turn in 
frustration from this failure to the use of violence, since this would defeat our 
aim, the aim to resist evil with good.

Bob went on to say that although all violence is regrotable, some uses of 
violence are to be condemned less than others,-,. The violence of the oppressed is more 
justifiable than.the violence of' their oppressors, and in considering the violence of

C C i 
*.>

nx >n
non-violent„ we can i
cause our own,
appi-ove of non
sides see non-violence
of physical violence, whereas in fact non-violence
and to compare the two is -vrongly to reduce non -vic 
from this
■'hat <hf non-violence doesn’t work
by violent means, or that we mus+- s
of achieving goals'-

violent tactics arc automatically to be condemned/ or
non-violence could be used as a scheme of national defence*

Non-violence is not a neutral teclinique to be used in ijhe 
of goal; it is an attempt to resist evil with goodc It involves,

••.. v \ 1 i *• • *

very good, and surrounded by a mysterious theory 
spoil the flavour at all.

v ... ? ’ 4
• - - 7; > 5 ‘ •;
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L>ob Overy was called upon to present a prepared
-xt-r-r ->rr. ,r—33«r **” XX

.nil the following summary comes nowhere near to
Boh for a copy, ar.d hope it might be able to be
Christian Anarchist minutes.

Bob started with the idea that supporters
themselves to be put into positions where their
are made to seem impractical and utopian; this,
aL owed the ’good feeling’generated by the idea
cf atempting to define non-violence.

non-violence as a question of tactics;
violence assume that if any movement eraerg

ne c e s sa
whilst on the ot

As a.
thus

qes which uses tactics which we call
rily identify ourselves with it and make its

her hand political leaders and the like jjend. to
-violence, and to contrast it with hooliganism, rioting etc. Both

non-violence as the opposite'and a?ternative to violence, a mere absence 
physical violence, whereas in fact non-violence is much greater than violence,

jlence to the level of violence,
mistaken equation we develop’.a number of false ideas —- for example

we can and should attempt to achieve the same ends
• V : *

or that we mus< show that non-violence is
which could also be pursued by violence,

violent tactics are automatically to be condemned,

lir" 4 *
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of people throughout Britain who 
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or
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'u:.d Yang which didn't

many people contributed, and it was finally decided not to hold the Eucharist, but 
to treat the lunch, for which most people were staying, as an Agape. The tact and 
charity shown throughout this most difficult and delicate discussion were very 
groat o

It was then announced that the food for our agape would,
hour late. The discussion on administration which followed was
of those whose lunch had been twitched from under- their noses,
concludedo The basic trouble was that Viv is receiving letters in connection with 
Church at the rate of some seventeen a day,. and would like to hand over the work 
of answering them to several people, each covering his
people could use the Church poster
own address at the bottom, 
was working on a list
contacts, not forming
Any other suggestions 
Viv and Dave..

own region. He suggested that
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Dave Poolman said that he
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circulated with some future
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supporters of non-violence constantly allow
practical proposals of non-violence
ho said,.happened because they
of non-violence to take over, instow 
jcesult of this, people tend to
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any movement emerges which uses tactics which we call
xiEiviTEix necessarily identify ourselves with it and make its 
on the ether hand political leaders and. the like jjend to.

"and to contrast it with hooliganism, rioting etc. Both
s the opposite and nlternative to violence, a mere absence
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s wrongly to reduce non-violence to the level of violence, 

taken equation wo develop a number of false ideas
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very good, and surrounded by a mysterious theory about Yin 
spoil the flavour at all.
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xi to compare the two’:
iron this mis
-hat nf non-violence doesn’t work wu

violent meansP or that we must
of achieving goals which could, also be pursued by violence
’’■oir.g violent tactics arc automatically to be condemned.
non-violence could be used as a scheme of national defence*

Non-violence ‘is not a neutral technique to bo used in ^he
of goal: it is an attempt to resist evil with good* It:involvcs,
crying to develop the best in ourselves and in the other people involved* If it 
icilsp then the failure is our failureP any violence in the conflict is our violco''o 
rich we have failed to contain or absorb or convert. But we cannot turn in
eustration from this failure to the use of violence, since thins would defeat our 
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1 the following summary comes nowhere near to 

' Ob f jr a copy, and hope it might be able to.be 
■’ •■.istian Anarchist minutes. ■

Bob started with the idea that
‘.c.iselves to bo put into positions where their 

• made to seen impractical and utopian: this, 
'.lowed the :good feeling1 generated by the idea. 

ok knxdx atemptirg to define non-violence, As a 
question of tactics: thus,

that’ if a
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co say that although all violence is regretable, some uses of 
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/notifiable than tho viohenc'd of their opprocssors, and in considering the violence c
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Electing is supposed to bo,
what Bob was putting-" 

a world in which vast stock-piles of bombs are building u 
tion explosion means that there, will. soon not be enough food to go 

, there are terrible...crises in Vietnam

ensued as to whether 
non-violence or not. 
Man and Agression,

V-

r *' . -

,vUv ,f this 
in terns of

Bob ended by reminding us. 
attack designed to coerce

/• •• 
* • • • ■*

It i s imp nr t ant

The whole 
‘ -e 

wo could 
to create-

the book
Dave Mumford

ed. Ashley 
■ iff— >' i ■■■ nr: 'laam-wys {■»?*■<.. ■B.-*frrr.- sr-jic •"

biased selection of examples ■ 
and Dave- and a number of other speakers

to whether such studies of animal agression were really

That can we, as members 
, do about all this? 

s and solve all those .

■* 

remember that we all, to some extent live 
He then-proceeded to-three definitions of

. We must achieve identity with

bills planet may become - unable 
hundred years. earth’s resources are being

the. biotic potential of the soil is being
of population from rural to urban areas is creating
, in which: men live half-lives.* J

J ♦ * *“ >• i « < - ’ . Ja radical Christian movement but. as limited human beings
. -V / •» * t -■

power'to ourselve
in the attempt would be;.to got involved

• r ’ f • ? # •
• I e I rj. ’ *•

• * i * - v .. • • • - t . . .5 /

— but not in founding the kind of
morning --- J'

clo

e

off the fruits 
non-violence: 

is the assertion of the truth withour prejudice to one’s
attempt to-di. sc era and express the will of God* This means 
seek to know the truth first, including the detailed truths

f. injustice. -
* r . .. ./* • t

is 'the refusal to abandon the ideal, the refusal to hurt 
process of challenging injustice, the willingness to take 

situation upon oneself. - :
tolerate violence, oppression,

Any non-violent group must exist as a group 
andtany group 

own ends in embryo. Our revolution is to show how

a spiritual

s

the oppressed, we must
of violent oppression.

1) Non-violence
opponent, and
that wo -must

•> '. ■ * •

of specific facts, o
2) Non-violence
Or to kill in th<
'all the potential violence in a-
3) Non-violence is the refusal to
manipulation and injustice

•* •• w1

which is trying to control its own tendencies to. violence, c...
-always contains its p..-  
man can create change without ki.lling.

. with a quotation from Thomas Merton, that
and humiliate is also a form of violence.

'• i . • t ' -s , m
i h •’ < ’ 1 • • ‘;

to. understand how men come to avoid violence. This 
can be seen by studying animal behaviour(Excuse my ignorance, but I don't know 
about the book ho was quoting here; I think the authors were Lawrence and Audrey)- 
.-ininals avoid violence, by the development of culture: for• example, elaborate 
danefes wind-rituals are,'used to enable two animals who -normally could not approach 
each other without violence .to- come together for the purpose of mating.
purpose of Church should be to understand, with this in mind, that as Toynbee
says, the basis of culture is religion.' It was very disappointing that
not hold a Eucharist this morning, to set the seal on our resolution
a Christian community. . “ ■

Some rather inconclusive discussion then
Peter mentioned was .of any value to students of
mentioned a collection of reviews of this work,
Montague, which convicts its authors of using a
and working' only with caged-animals,
expressed'doubts as t(
helpful to an understanding.-of human situations.
L-L Jameson: Bob;s paper didn’t mention specific examples of non-violence. Maybe this | 
movement' must be prepared to use sone kind of violence to support good against
evil^ -Our purpose is to -.show people the good in man'instead of mere iy exploiting 
p eopleJ - - ' '
John Papworth: It is.net clear wh/v’r the theme of r ..x. • asyr. -jr-Tsair-ji -.nsRaaar r?Bcr;gg.—g
but I want to talk about practical-action

> m' ** i. •, •. * , * . * * ’

forward. V/c live in ;
the. popular
round, there arc terrible, crises in Vietnam. B?. 

» / •

atmosphere is being polluted to such an extent 
to support life within the. next
squandered with mindless abandon,
destroyed,-and the drift
vast areas of urban death
of t
If we imagine that we can somehow amass
problems, we arc carzy: all we would tlo
in mass movements and bureaucracy-.

'The answer lies in the community
communities that Laurens was knocking this
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could do in their own area©
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it's happening now, even in London, 
associations and the magazine
a willingness to refrain from
’lack the educational advantages

He recalled how Church began in Bromley, as an
They experimented 

create acclimate in which minds could

neighbours on snail .issues:

J
• >• 

« *

change. Ruislip was
action. Church then
Soviet Union, first

*

demo. Messages have
there was nuch encouraged by this iat

• • * *

the writers and Baptists: imprisoned in the
Moscow

* •.

5 ,

against the admission of coloured residents to their area. I agree with
violent-movements: if we were • • . A
nothing open to us but the violence 

of Church actions as a. basis for the

«
* 

, . .. ••

*

*
’ L * 

our
• < 
c

discussion of future.action
experiment to see what one or two people
in the communication of ideas, trying,to

the first major step forward: from the level of purely local 
took up the. cause: of
with a demo at: the Russian Embassy, and then with the
since been received from ‘Moscow to say that the Underground 

anifestation■:of support, - and that an underground 
magzine published a largo part of the pamphlet which the three demonstrators
distributed. The next action was at the Lambeth Conference, where it was seen thao 
the Bishops are the.classic liberals, and far more difficult to talk to than anyone 

. else who had been approached. This whole action was probably a waste of time. Then 
lollowed the steet thetra in Newbury, anx action which should have fEctiim been 
followed up. We should have formed a permanent'street theatre, but the idea fell 
through for lack of know-how. The latest action was the take-over of the American 
naval chapel, ot.Mark’s North Audley Street, to hold a requiem .for all ..the dead in 

. Vietnam. - • " •
was ^ien called upon to present the report of the Church-type, Church- 

inspired group in Bristol called ! Starveo T This group recently held a forty-eight 
. hour fast in Bristol Cathedral. They had originally been told that they would not 
oe permitted to stay in the Cathedral overnight, but when they got in and announced 
their intention of doing so, they were permitted to go ahead. They gave out 2,000 
leaflets ana maae plenty of cpntacts. They chose the Cathedral for the puTpose of

f •

* •• ».

» * C . J’’* ’ • ‘

• •

if we can't, we'haven't a hope of doing anything 
about, the big 'issues. We uusy meet, in a Western urbun context, the challenge that 
dhandi met: with the village community. And the essence of community is that you 
communicate'. The' control of the media of communication is falling into fewer and

■ fewer hands, What is needed is for each street to have a printed sheet or noticeboard 
for news,' opinions, ideas on local issues, (John later cane forward with a definite 
Alan for those street notice-boards, and a the end of the meeting collected names 
of those willing to help. Anyone.^interested in this idea should contact, him;.
David Hart; V/hat must happen to you before you are willing and able to knock on your 
neighbour’s front door. . ■ •. < : .

• , i t ' ' 9

■■Peggy Denny: Ask the Lord to help you.. .
Chris Duncan: This sense of community will come:
nahmf esting itself in ..things like the squatters'
Community. But it requires extreme patience, and
manipulating those members of our ..communities who
that hiibst of us have. We must try ,to help people-to achieve real neighbourhood power, 
a responsibility for those decisions which affect their lives.
Andrew ^.ng-: You can get people to take direct action about those things which 
■actually affect their daily lives. Mothers of young children, who wouldn't dream of 
itaking direct action in an anti-war demonstration, will go out and block a dangerous 
road with prams. How can we encourage this kind of thing, and how can we persuade 
people to act on wider issues? We must explain to those people who say :'You can't 
do anything about it.' .. . ■ '■ ■■ .
Jean Serjeant: V/e must remember that this idea of community action is neutral: it 
can be used for the valuable things that people have been talking about, but it also 
namifests itself in such forms as the banding together of the manbers of a
community
Hob that we must be humble-in our assessment of

• • • '. * • • . • 4 • « • >• •”'*

living as negroes in South Africa, we'might see
of the liberation movements. 
Viv: was then called upon to produce the record

1*



4

**

to

Lo

I

ideas to

and feel*

»

• X ■»

any other
i

4
r-js rtai

liberal*

A *

authorities.-to
<

k. *

3

»

<

J.

•»

I

•.

••

MM

»

i
»

to

4

•• 

f_

• • •

i

* -

« M

t

•. ■

s * V,*

r ■»

* ’•

•' : 

*>

problem, The rank 
has to find a place

of the Church and the plight of

» 
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only- as
the bishops, and,,it rather 

the bishop lived in a tiny flat in one

o
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-to

that a

Christians made it their business 
of people prepared to do something.

♦

Is it merely to publicize the issye

..<> . Lif5 u .2c; Uvxi »l a<_> w I

. riho starving millions«
Mike Jameson: We have just finished a twelve-day campaign on world poverty, .  . - „ > which a
included a four-day fast. Earlier there, had been collections for victims- in Vietnanff 

. as Christian activities. The rganisers of
j.,„„ ---- --- and because of this

•> -that we- run the risk of cutting 
on ’that

using Elliots to make their demo
a

* 7 ; • . < •, . t

of us, as Christians, find, the connection between the 
relevant issue, so why not do something long-term and 
the American naval chapel? ■ .....
Fri-c Lowe: I. always take it as read .that wG!*re always

r

tw,
1 £4J

its
But
sense

«k. ,■ V ■■, ’ r e ' ■ « 5 I •. « . . ■ - ------

in the Nonvac action at Elliot Automation were criticised by people at Elliot’s for
- selecting them arbitrarily a,nd not really caringi 

dcut them. They have now decided to do a really thorough project on Elliots. Most 
Church and the military a 
concentrated on something like
• . ' • i • I-'- ’’ . - 5 f-

 doing something in-’our own arease
Bit our joint actions so far have been largely symbolic; they register our protest, 
but alienate the largo’ section of people in.nc di at ely around the protest,
Viv was then called upon to present a plan for the next Church action. He said that 
Gnnrch, which originally started .as an experiment by a very few people, had now

symptomatic of an important
the ordinary hypocritical bourgeois

a

them as people:
Wo wore.protesting about the affluence of
out of our sails to find .Chat

• '‘f • *. J ' - , • ■ .

of .his palace, and drove a mini, . . ,..
Martin Luther King found through his experiences.that he needed to buij^.

a,xj attitude capable of dealing with widespread evil, Let’s go back to Andrew’s point 
bout the mothers blocking the street with their prams. We can’t formulate- large-scale 
lutio-rs. Vfe can only try to get people to take small actions, and through these

o realise tho nature of the real problems they’re up against.
every:, I don’t agree with Satish that a demonstration is not radical, action, By 
ve}?y nature a protest assorts something, positive in you which has been offended* 
Church .and the peace movement as a whole, move on from demo to demo, and in some 

we use the immediate object of the demo to build up Church. Those who took part

and Biafra, neither of which .were presented
this latest campaign let it be known that th.ey were Christians, 
-it was virtually boycotted,. The lesson to be learned is
ourselves off from people in such activities by letting on that we’re' Christians, 
people think that Christians are just people who go to chirch, and don't appreciate
more. Perhaps Church should be a little less churchy. Vie should not. lose the opportuni 
-ty of identify ourselves with other groups, such as socialist organisations. 

• • i “

John Papworth: We shouldn’t lose the opportunity of identifying with the industrial 
workers. In Place of Strife attacks the right, to strike, and nobody is speaking for 
the workers. It would' not come- amiss if a body if
to, speak-on this issue, (j.ohn also collected names

this, matter). ■ . .
What-is .the aim of direct action?

% • . ’ I • • • • ’ 1 •

we face the problem of dovis-irg ever more dramatic and newsworthy 
dialogue? Viv said that only the Lambeth

and that because.the bishops were mainly 
 ;. We. must think

J

■4T »
4 • u am egjjn:

00k the Wind
« • J* -

ovnor -•f*.- ,. , 4. A ’
e; c -Mumford:

»

about ‘ '
Jlobin Percival:
involved? If so,
<.1

J:.Bings to- do Or to-we‘hope :to open up a
Conference action was a. dismai failureM

all are or have been in some sense liberals
v.hat will work with them-, ' .

* • * 7 » > T *'**>*, • . ■ • k, , A ,» . . . » *• .;

.Begor: Numm: The bishops. are facing problems similar to our own, They need 
got g.vqss-roots action going,, ■
,5<j. unidentified man: If the bishops- are so concerned about, world problems 
t1 nr they can't do a thing about them, then they should resign.
,iy: We're worrying too much about the bishops. Wo shouldn’t take them, or 
authority too-seriously.
bin Percival: But the bishops are

and file Christian,
1 the new society: we can’t just annihilate them all

. I: don't mean that.woj:should ignore
I
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reached a •crucial period, and must move on from sporadic actions to a long-term 
project. He suggested that we should attempt a permanent take-over of the US naval 
chapel, as a centre for experimental worship, a,n arts lab., etc. We should move in 
to create an experiment with the people already thebe. We would build up slowly 
and conventionally at first, but it would eventually lead to tremendous conflict. 
John Papworth: We’ve gone through a generation of protesting against war and getting 
nowhere, because if we get into communication with people and they join us, what 
can we actually offer them to do? We need to maintain a tradition of public witness, 
but we also need to construct a real alternative to the present state of society,. 
As a measure of how much you’re doings how many ,-.of the ’lonely ones of God1 in your 
own street do you know? - ■

•r *’.• * _ - C* / . - **.

Robin Percival: Has Vivreally conceived how this action he suggests might develop? 
Direct action should come only when.dialogue is exhausted. f ' 7 ■
Joanne JZuckermann: The terms in which Viv.has presented his- plan suggest that we ‘ 
should go into-this •action with an attitude bound to alienate people, and’that we‘ 
would not anticipate peaceful and successful co-operation with the. people there. He 
speaks the-action building up to ’tremendous conflictt’ And I’m not quite' sure 
how you could make a planned action to ’take over’ somebody,else’s church in.any 
other spirit.
Alan Diamond:' It - 'sounds as though we’re going‘in there; with the premiss that they 
all devils. Why-not-'just go and join.inj become 
and try to change hearts?
Robin Percival: Surely^anyone considering-going
confirmed/7 .. ...-
Don Eickell; Is Church’, the anti-establishment,

but this pre-occupation with the' bricks and mortar of a church seems ;th-svexC'; 
* * ■ • I ’ • •

* -•••’<* I * • r * ■
« - ... • * • * . - * • i

> - a . . . 3 * • • , ‘ - \ *

Dave b

’re
regular-members of the 'congregation, * ‘ i J -4
should become a member, even get 

‘ '• • t ‘

becoming pre-occupied with, buildings.
The squatters: associations have real motives for concerning theselves with
buildings,
suspect. -  ’• g • . .

tonford: Action against a building is useful for symbolic purposes, but not for 
real. I have not yet been able" to think of an action, involving large numbers of
people, and not purely symbolic, which Church could ’take. ‘ ■

I r • — - * r

Steve G-reen: To do anything valuable about buildings, you must be involved in the 
community which uses them. - L ‘ :
Eric Lowe: Most buildings are occupied by people., who must either be absorbed by 

.. any movement such as the one we are speaking of or go. If the people at St* Mark’s 
stay put ana resist us, do we admit failure and leave. -J - •
Peter Lumaden: Church must progress from a purely negative attitude to protest

as alternatives to the structures.that exist
tend-.to speak as though the people v^e’re protesting against Are v/icked: they
they simply have no alternative — and weQre offering them’none 
-recreate the parish as a Christian community on the basis of th
Jean Serjeant: was then called upon to outline a plan' for an action. She suggested 
the disruption of South African- cricket matches with the MCC« This plan cameJout of 
a community setting —it arose from Notting Hill local feeling. The South.African 
Cricket Association is a discriminatory, non-representative bodyo Sport is important 
to the white So Africans: it helps to whitewash their international image, and to 
maintain contacts which they use to obtain arms* Those interested in the issue of 
race in sport have decided that the time, for “talk is past. We have a rbsponsioillty 
to S.Africa as a country where non-violence has been tried for a long time. The 
proposal is for leafletting this cricket season, to prepare the way for direct action 
during the next.
Fr.Simon- Tugwell spoke of the’’anti-Christmas’ organised by the Swedish underground 
last year. They set up places for the tramps and dossers, where they.could go for 
the two or three days over Christmas, for warmth, company, cups of coffee etc-, He

' * ’ . . . A ... •. " ‘ J < I * /
‘ t ’ *- .. V ‘ . .. "

■A.; . •* ’
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The second was Dave Poolman's
The third was an
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plan for a .medieval style 
announcement of a restaging

and that although articles on basic
a publication is needed for certain types of news, ideas 

etc.

- • ?
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People
a sense of community- on a local level, in the 

grow out of this5 and in intensive, long-tern projects 
s report, especially 

each is given with.the name of the proposer, whose address
< * ; • ’ i• • • • 

i , t **•

♦

< •

■* t

C&awsafK would be prepared to organise this in Oxford, and hopes that other people 
might do so elsewhere.
Peter Jones brought forward a request from a Frenchman living in Austria for I
volunteers for an international action by young people against the concept of a 
French nuclear -force, in direct confrontation with De Gaulle. Apparently France 
has ..one of .the worst records in Europe for not allowing any kind of peace action. ** r ’ • ■Simon Fisher announced that.they are following up the fast in-Bristol Cathedral 

: with a twenty-four hour fast at the beginning of Christian Aid Week. They have 
written round to local congregations to try to get people to do it in their own 
churches.- nJM'A :J - •

■ Neil Jaraeson:j-Cambridge Radical Action is trying to educate church congregations 
for A project in Hay to write to the government about aid to'underdeveloped 
countries. .
Larry.- Law raised the question of how much we try to influence people and take part 
in community affairs by attending trade union meetings. Jean Serjeant said that 
she felt that theiaction she had been talking about was particularly valuable ■ 
precisely because most ordinary people, who couldn't be touched on other issues, 

. ’ were very interested in cricket, and xnxtkKx a number of other people mentioned 
organisations through'which we night be able to reach working people. 
■Steve Green:Much talk has been going on about a periodical of some kind, through 
which dialogues such as the present could continue.

:: Dave Poolman was called, to speak on this subject. He said that people had decided 
; there should be some kind of radical Christian publication to pass on ideas, 
although local action should be the main thing. News reporting was also needed, 
The publication which he started, Across, caost £60 for the first issue, and was 
felt to be dull. At the sane tine, unknown to him, Barry Brown.has started a 
magazine in Clacton, called Church, which reaches five churches and which is free. 
Dave and Barry have agreed that there shouldn't be two such magazines, and are 
planning a newspaper, which is apparently easier to sell than a magazine. A printer 
has been found who could produce a good quality eight-page newspaper, in colour, 
at half the cost of Across. Dave suggested that a group should be set up after 
the meeting, to bring out the first edition
A certain amount of general discussion was carried- on, in which it was mentioned 

that such a magazine could take the, place of Sunday,-Help and Breakthrough, all 
of which are dying, and that although articles on basic general ideas can be 
published elsewhere,
for local actions,

'The conference ended with announcements of three other planned actions. One 
of these is already past.
street pageant on lorries this summer

. of the Peterloo massacre in Brighton on May Sth.
; 

Summary.. This kind of■ thing can't really be summarised,
has actually waded through all these notes. Perhaps the

but I doubt that anybody
most significant thing

was that there was so much feeling against the kind of single demonstrations that 
have formed the staple of our direct action in the past. There was much questioning 
both of the value of such demonstrations and of the spirit behind them "
were more intei-ested in developing
kind of actions that fould grow out of this, and in intensive
Many proposals for this type of action are mentioned in this
in thenlast section:
can bd found in the Church mailing list



WHY NON-VIOLENCE?
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Today everyone

SOME THOUGHTS ON THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF NON-VIOLENCE
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is morally right. See the teachings of Jesus, Buddha and

It may be right for
so. If you are sure, you should proceed, but I 
strive to make you change your mind. I shell • • * ••
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. WHAT IS NON-VIOLENCE?

the days when, one could .say with any 
prepare for war., . Thus it seems certain 
essential to go about achieving it in a
* • 1 ‘ J

•going.
. • 4

Because
a) it

religious leaders, Tolstoi and Thoreau and other ethical leaders.
the world’s greatest leaders have declared that it is morally wrong
torture, enslave or ill-use your enemy or your neighbour.
pays lip.service to this ideal, but still we see people exploited, colour 
prejudice,.anti-gypsy feeling, strikes and lockouts and disharmony. Clearly 
something is wrong. It is clearly impossible to have both the methods of,
say, Jesus* and the warfare state. One must go. If we accept the teachings
then we must accept the practice and the consequences. It may, certainly
will, be- difficult, but not an impossible task. Indeed it is essential that 
both the communist and capitalist worlds should go, for a peaceful world
cannot depend on the profit motive ... it is a contradiction in terms.

1 b)
. .'•■•■I

..." . - * . • •
'.I-

having their will .'imposed oh you, or, more .likely,
which is essentially unsatisfactory to all concerned, 
present a new situation to the opponent. One has to
a course of action one considers wrong, but to affirm

a unity of purpose, of humanity, lo the wrongdoer. This must not imply that 
you think yourself superior, still less to give that impression -to the other
man. Rather, -.one says, . ’’That is a thing I cannot do.
you, *although I do not think
will not co-operate and will

4- r-

• • • •

The vision held 
in peace and harmony. 

.assurance that if you
that, desiring a peaceful 
peaceful fraternal way.
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By being non-violent less violence is used
♦ . . . •

c) -When successful it leaves less anger and resentment behind
* i 4 7 • • *•’ •— ' * •

d) By its very nature it offers opportunities for communication between 
opponents'and tends to create a synthesis. The dialogue:that results from 
non-violent action is-that of a deeper quality than that found at the normal 
conference table, for in the latter caSeboth sides are aware that there is a 
possibility of the use of force to back a losing argument, whereas if one of 
the disputants has ruled out violence (and preferably has previously shown 
that it will do so whatever the situation) then both sides know, that a common 
decision must be arrived at, else naked, unprovoked aggression will ensue, 
resulting not in a victorious, if bloody, ..campaign with the home country 
supporting and encouraging their representatives, but rather a humiliated and 
ashamed body of people who will eventually undo that which has been done by

• • • • • Z* • •* F • . * ‘vJ-C * •

in their power.
• • •* • » * • * 9 *

»'.®- • ’* ' * ^* * t ’ •. * * •, .•••*•* * • • • •

by most thinking people is of a world community living
- Long gone are

wish for peace,
world, it is

• • •

• • • A • ft • " *
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the Jews’ 
non-violent.

A non-violent action is
a certain course of action is

• • f • " • •
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Secondly, it is not being.non-partisan
definitely partisan, inasmuch as it states that
evil, br good,’ as the case may be.- • -

, ■ ■ ■■■ ..... .
• • • • . w .

Thirdly, it is- not opting out.of a situation, but stating quite clearly 
» * * . * «• *’ * •* • ■ •• •••■**< .

that*it is possible to resolve it in a reasonable manner.
’ •’ bz! •/:. • : / • £ • ..

. . : - . . . * * • • •.. if. ; - * • *• . j.
• ■ . * X. • • S. > .. • . • : / .. J •• .

It is not’ negative, as it seems to imply, but the positive side of 
violence. In a scene of conflict there are three possible alternatives one 
can adopt: be neutral; be violent; be non-violent. To remain neutral is 
to be ineffective, an abrogation of human dignity. This course achieves 
nothing but the degradation of the human spirit. The end is clearly worse 
than the beginning. ’ To be violent may result in imposing your will on
unwilling opponents, or
coming to a compromise,
To be non-violent is to

» • •

say ”No” very firmly to
of -humanity, to the wrongdoer.

•• 1



offer you no physical or moral violence, but I can, and shall, oppose your 
action by persuasion and if I fail in that you must proceed over my body.”

Having arrived at this situation the way may very well open for a 
discussion of viewpoints: if it has, you are halfway to success. However, it 
may very well be that the opponent is either too well disciplined, too drunk, 
or unable to understand your language. Then comes the moment of truth. To 
place your body unresistingly in front of the other man is the inevitable step 
At this point it becomes apparent that non-violence cannot be used for evil
ends. The other man must then make up his mind whether to proceed with his 
aims, having to arrest, wound, or kill you. And herein lies the power of 
non-violence. It is certain that no one could kill a physically passive 
opponent light-heartedly. He could not calm his conscience with the thought, 
”it was either him or me”. Unlike the non-resister, a point has been made, 
and demands an answer. To walk submissively to prison, to concentration camp 
or to the gallows is passive and could be construed as cowardice. To walk to 
meet an aggressor and then to quietly challenge him with non-violent action 
forces him to reconsider what he is doing and to ask why anyone should be 
willing to die rather than submit, to be hurt rather than hurt.

Essentially, then, non-violence succeeds in making an aggressor meet 
you on your own ground of reason and reconciliation, rather than on his of 
aggression and violence.

TECHNIQUES OF NON-VIOLENCE 
. *■ • ■ I .

•A . ' . ** r ‘ ~ .
* . ? * • • 

It is seldom that any large body of people is suddenly placed in a 
position, without warning and preparation, where they can usefully employ non
violence. One recent exception to this occurred in Czechoslovakia where the 
people had a long history of patriotic use of violence and had an army capable 
and willing to fight, but the- government and people realised that in the
Soviet Union they had an opponent of overwhelming military strength. Added 
to this was the understanding that both countries believed in socialism. 
Finally they had the example of Hungary to consider. Taking all things into 
account, it must be conceded that the Czechs put up a fine show, but owing to 
their lack of preparedness in un-armed, non-violent mass,resistance it is 
scarcely to be hoped that they will continue for long to be non-violent.

In theory, at all events, to be successful a non-violent campaign must 
have its roots in the people -roots that are well established. Long before 
any action is contemplated the protagonists must carefully consider how deep 
their convictions are, and how far they can reasonably expect themselves to go 
Having decided that non-violent resistance is a viable philosophy, then 
preparations for putting it into practice are necessary. Firstly it is 
essential that the procees is not that of an ’’armchair revolutionary”. As 
Lenin once remarked, ”It is far better to be in a revolution than to write 
about one.” In other words, the best teacher is experience. But there is, 
nonetheless, a place for theory. A number of books have been written on the 
subject, but it is necessary to exercise discretion in the choice, for some 
are written in the belief that non-violent action can be organised by the 
military and executed by. military minds. This is far from the truth. An 
army man cannot conceive how a civilian with no discipline but self-discipline 
could work with others, in a free association, for a common purpose in a 
common way. - . 3 ,

• *

useful examples, e^g. the Quakers, the k 
Luddites, C.O.’s in two world wars, 
Tolpuddle Martyrs, the Hunger Marches 
people like Harold Steele, “Cauuii Collins, 
^.■^^vrAmith, April Carter and George Clarke.

Having read a little theory, it is wise to turn to historical examples 
of non-violence. These are certainly not wanting. Examples are available 
of activities carried out by humanists, religious people of all kinds and
PeOpI^ , W^U^XX O.X.X.1^0

in more detail about the carupv.o.pS op Gandhi,. Martin Luther King, the Black 
Sash movement in South Africa and ^dhlike. Our own country can provide some 

 -lagers, the Levellers, even
the Dockers’ Strike in 4r'?. r .2- p ,n vne activities of 

Olive Gibbs, Michael Handle, Pat

till races, 11^ ,snd women alike. Perhaps it would be wise to read
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some physical contact. Accordingly it 
The danger of doing this is evident to
progressThis technique is being • •
to form a human battering ram, and is

At North

To run forward raises emotions
To run backward is to retreat in more 

an abandonment of a non-violent attitude. 
To try to dodge the police or military is the beginning of violence. It is
almost impossible for.a policeman to stop a running person without using 
violence. One, if perhaps minor, objective is to act so as to restrain 
violence being used against you.

*•

- . z

those who were
But there are 

are to be some people who come along, possibly out of curiosity, possibly for
These are the ‘people

Each situation must very largely be played by ear, but
• " • • • e

• ♦ • • c • » .

Never, on any account, run, 
police .the reverse of those desired, 
ways than one. In essence It means

should be neither leaders nor led. 
division of labour
better than others

antagonise
from the beginning of preparations for < 
mind that the object
or civilian clothes)
controlled by remote
explained to as many

•* t

>4 , •• .A - •
When non-violent action is decided on everyone should be involved, there

Tills does not mean, of course, that
is not essential; for example, some people can make banners 
who are more able sneecomakers.

4
i

% t. •
9

Primarily, the strength of such a demonstration lies in the integrity of 
those taking part, It is an exhi?_arating experience to find that when in a 
iron-violent demonstration the strength of the combined conviction erupts and 
overflows, so each perron is capable of a q
aggressiveness of body totally 4

A."

From this moment on. tactics are of minori

mentally deeply involved :
■si

some fun, possibly for some police^-baiting.
problems.
generalizations may be made.

»

In this country, in peacetime, to organise a demonstration of any real 
value, publicity is necessary, and inevitably the police will hear about it. 
This is- the utilitarian argument for informing the police. At a deeper level 
it seems to me essential to discuss with the police, and other authorities, 
what is proposed, and details of procedure, route, time, objectives, both 
immediate and ultimate. It is obvious if, for example, one wishes to 
persuade the Americans to remove a military base, by peaceful means, then to 

the Bx’itish authorities is to set off on the wrong foot. Right 
an action everyone must be clear in his 

of opposition is not a man (dressed in blue, khaki, grey, 
but the actions of that man, often directed and
bodies. Having decided what, when, and where, and
people as possible, particularly the type of person 

nvolved in the action (in particular the workmen of a factory manufacturing 
military material, and the neighbouring civilian population) and having 
enlisted the active or passive support of local groups, such as Trade Unions 
and Churches, details have to be looked to.

J

>

If physical contact is deemed essential (and I personally 
sufficient), possibly linking little fingers

necessary. The advantage of this, of course, is • A

A • < . A / . y >»• ' • tj •

Openness and honesty are the outstanding criteria of non-violence. The 
case for secrecy can be apparently very strong, and the Czechoslovakian radio 
is a good exampleo The people of Lhat country
acted as they did without the secret radio, but
were not prepared for non-violent action. Had
•would have been far different.

‘ »

: ' Some people need the support of
is becoming the custom to link arms.
anyone who watches a demonstration in
increasingly used by the militant left
quite effective as such, but has no place in a non-violent project 
Pickenham, near Swaffham, whilst the demonstrators were sitting and being 
dragged off one by one, two of us linked arms with the intention of making it 
harder for'the police to remove them. Directly two policemen caught hold of 
them, they gripped each other firmly and sat tensed up physically and this 
tension rapidly included mental and emotional tensions. It is essential
that, demonstrators should, be as relaxed as possible; anything that hinders 
this should be avoided, It was interesting to hear the two demonstrators • • • * w 
concerned say they realized the increased tension and decided to abandon such 
methods in future,
feel that el i-'.xoxinri ty is

pj.uvlde all .that was
-f •.... •

> * 9 -I ‘ ‘ ;
• ‘ — . • • i ./•

• • 1. ■ j * . . ' • -:

• r * >' *' * 1. . * r.‘ ,
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to sit right away, thus giving the impression o

Should the police withdraw, it is a s 
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little further.
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,If the police or-military give orders
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ne.cess
tr-af lie fishing to cross? th-e leute.
able intervals serves- cut to antagonise ca".-
a thing, to fbe avoided if. at all possible/
atch up with the people ahead - this for a
the; march, loses in 'dig’ni

, , pp.ssibly keep , up y/ith the. young
and- morp easily divided ..by police or ur sympathetic bystanders, 
haying

• ’ v ■ ’ r» /■» *. cramc 
l> j X'v ‘

easier and bettor to keep a
often aids in impressiveness.

i > •

have
to read if

but brevity is the art of the poster.
carriedrby.two or more people should be held firmly,

or else, a-light-strut top and bottom, running from .pole to <* ♦ • • tlegible. ■ A good plan
as the front, for the benefit of motorists passing in the > •* * ' « / 

Wind-vents' are help in carrying 'large banners,

9 f

4 
rf 9

to move, away from the planned’ route.
that the conclusion has been reached,,’ which is not the case
in line, the opportunity can arise

. .police apd rto. try, ito. get /over more-
purpose ,and/spirit of the action; Once the police start
sittingyis much to he preferred. If pushed when standing
back- or falls-.oyer. ? ;To step back-is unde
erroneous impression that -the police are being unnecessarily v:.clent
makes the non-violence of some of 'the protesters harder to preserve. 

. 4 ••*•"** • •
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Horses aj?e often frightening animals to the townsman, who is unaware that 
horses will not tread on- a quiet body lying in its way. In addi tion, police
horses are trained to 1 lean ■ sideways on people , It is- impossible.,’"o remain 
upright and. ct?Jl in such circumstances., and quite difficult to remain on
friendly terms with horse and its rider; Possibly it might be
to have a few cubes of sugar handy and try-a bit of fraternization-

» ’’ ■ ‘ . • • ’ • ’ .-» •' * 4—f *

"*♦ ♦ t . - -V— -• * • » .*•• *

-Having got as near your-objective as seems likely to be possible
seems sensible to sit right away, thus giving the impression of determination 
to remain. Should the police withdraw, it is a simple matter to advance.  It 
the police try to
the bodies of the
able to advance a

Slogan-shouting, to be really effective, has to be strictly 
. Even if this were 

s frequently lost to the bystander, 
slogans are used, 

This causes confusion and often 
V/hen you add to this that

J 
•» •"*

meditative silence is
knowledge of a living
The shouting of slogans has something to commend it, but the disadvantages are 
overwhelming
regimented; everyone shouuing in unison and clearly.
accomplished, ..the -meaning of the words 1
A more serious drawback, however, is that a multiplicity of
taken up here and there by various groups.
results in nothing being understood at all.. ••
.slogans inevitably, become more and more strident and provocative as time goes A 
on, it is readily understood that slogan-shouting is best avoided.
certain songs,
are pitfalls.I

• • 

/ • k * *
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ments,,/
with* then.politely but firmly refuse to be diverted
quietly f face- to face with the police than immediately to s/t,

To sit at once gives the impression t t _ - < • "* • b • •
When standing

of talking in a. friendly way with the
clearly than the leaflets have done the

to cash, then 
— J

, or.e either steps
^sirable and to fall jives the often • - A* t •

, and thus

• • 
« •

, . The question of noise is one* that invariably comes up., . To march in
such as Quakers, who have a traditional

% •• •

but to most people it is almost impossible.

It may be 
convenience of 

refuse to let them do so at reason
drivers and passengers, which is 9 
It is imnorcant not to run to 
vamety. of reasons : first of all,*

by and impress! veness ,t secondlyold people cannot 
, and thei-efore the procession becomes ragged 

In any case, 
run and > caught up ..the’ group has to wait at the next crossroads while 
gets across. •• Once a suitably sized contingent is formed,

space between it and the adjacent ones

* r‘1- >

such as ”We shall overcome’’ is preferable, but even 
, • * . T, • •? •
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• r . ’ ' » .

.... "0.0/

Banners :are,; of necessity,J briefly worded,
" posters with.several paragraphs of clear type which
the’ holder is not walking' too quickly, but brevity
Earners carri’e dr '
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readable-, ■
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If the conflict one is engaged in

there is no 
into a 
the
lesson could

a

is a national one, such as facing an 
invasion, obviously the task is harder and decisions more difficult to arrive 
at, It is extremely hard to know just where reconciliation ends and 
fraternising begins. It must always be made apparent to the invader that
the resistance goes on, not against the individual soldier but against the 
occupation they are taking part in.

so a struggling person can be 
force at a minimum and tempers 

> arise for conversations with the 
ewarding. A barrier is between 

arresters and arrested, but it is surprising how quickly these can be broken 
down if no resentment is felt and good-natured attitudes adopted. After all, 
the guards do not want any trouble if it can be avoided, and will not look for 

‘any if the previous minutes have been calm.

in favour of it, 
up bridges and so forth, 
not compatible with non-vi

To agree to a binding-over seems to be
o-Se feels strongly enough about a problem to

.J

lly imposed and this raises the question, ’’Should I 
Each must decide for himself. To pay a 
and to go to prison costs the country about 
used for purposes demonstrated about. It is 
one c; n proceed to organise and demonstrate 

the value of imprisonment,

prison?”
Exchequer
cannot be
the fine.

weigh up the pros and cons of

Inevitably the question of sabotage will crop up, and arguments raised 
with examples such as the removal of railway lines, blowing 

It can be agreed, surely, that these actions are 
riolence. But when it comes to the question of 

illegal radios it certainly becomes difficult. Czechoslovakia would not have 
been as successful without secrecy in the matter of radio. To publish the 
time of broadcasting is essential, but should one state the place and the 
people concerned? To do so would ensure that the programme would not go out, 
and a number of the most active resisters killed or imprisoned. Naturally 
no one imagines that non-violent resistance, if it is at all likely to be 
successful, will net entail many deaths and more hardships. But 
need for unnecessary suffering.. So the question resolves itself 
practical one. Is the radio service essential to the success of 
resistance? • If so, how can it be conducted, openly? Possibly a 
be learnt from the experience of the No Conscription Fellowship during the war 
years of 191^-18 when they openly proclaimed what they were doing (publishing 
a nows sheat, the Tribunal) and gave the names of the executive, but that of

The question of behaviour in Court is not clear cut. There is 
obviously no need to be rude to the magistrate or Judge, even if one does not 
accept their'authority. One should try to.get through to them, but 
admittedly this is an almost impossible ta' k for they invariably avoid 
discussion, claiming they are there to enforce the Law, not to question it.

This juncture is the nub of the whole operation. This, more often than 
not, is where calm is lost, tempers are frayed, fighting breaks out and non
violence lost, perhaps irretrievably. All demonstrators must be made 
completely aware of the object of the action. It seldom is the actual

- arrival at a particular place, or invasion of a rocket site, although, of 
course, this may be a secondary objective. One’s point can be made just as 
well a’hundred yards or so away from the ooject of protest.- To shout slogans 
at this stage only serves to aggravate the situation. It will certainly not 
persuade the police or military to retire: the only result is to raise the 
tension, the reverse of what is needed. To sit, or lie, quietly has far more 
effect. If arrested, the simplest thing is to remain mentally at ease and 
physically limp. Anyone having to remove a person automatically uses a 
little more strength than is strictly necessary,
hurt quite unintentionally. A limp body keeps
down. Once in the Black Maria, opportunities
guards - conversations that can be quite r

but it is

an unacceptable compromise. If 
demonstrate and land oneself in 

not in a position to promise not to do f -I •Court, if follows, surely, that one is
it again. Fines are usua7“
pay the fine, or go to
fine adds money to the 
£19 a week, which then
true that, having paid 
again. One must
considered in terms of influence on the movement, on the public, on the police, 
prison staff and fellow prisoners, and the amount of work one could put in if 
free. Tire tactics of non-violence can certainly be carried out in prison. 
One’s attitude to the staff and fellow prisoners is an object of interest and 
it has been well established that the conduct of prisoners of conscience has a 
profound effect on all who encounter it.
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In the name of the Father, and of the child of God, and of the Holy Spirit.

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.

I will go to the Altar of God, to God, the joy of my youth.

Thou art my strength. Why "hast Thou forsaken me? And why do I go about in sadness? 

Send forth thy light and thy truth? for they have led me and brought me to thy 
holy hill and thy dwelling place.

• r M

V. ’ ’ •

Why art thou sad my soul, and why dost thou trouble me?
»

* **• 
• • ,

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
f . * * *

Who hath made heaven and earth; galactic infinity, energy and matter;
and who hath by these profound acts led to the evolution of biological life
and the occumence of thought.

Thou wilt turn, 0 God, and bring us to the life of the spirit.
And thy people shall rejoice in Thee.
0 Lord, hear my prayer, and let my cry come unto thee.
May we enter with enquiring yet reverent minds into the holy of holies.

r •

• • •

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of goodwill.

We praise, bless, adore, and glorify thee. We give thee thanks for thy great 
glory, 0 Lord God. For thou alone art Lord. Thanks be to God.

- ■ • . *

The Lord be in my inner mind and on my lips.
I believe in One God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth, and A 
of all things, visible and invisible. And in the holy Spirit, Lord and Giver 
of life, who procedeth from the Father.

’ / -

Accept our prayer almighty and eternal God.

0 God, who has established the nature of man in wondrous dignity, guant that 
through the mystery of water and wine, we may be made partakers of his Divinity, 
who has become partaker of our humanity.

I will wash my hands among the innocent, and will walk round thy altar, 0 God,
to hear the voice of thy praise and .to tell all thy wondrous deeds.

* • ’ -i ■ V - — • • • •

Lord, I love the beauty of thy house, and the place where thy glory dwells.

Accept, most holy trinity, this offering which we are making in remembrance 
of the Passion of Jesus Christ, of martyrs, in honour of Blessed Mary, and
in fellowship with holy men and women,

Be mindful, 0 Lord, of the dead, and grant them of thy goodness, a place 
of comfort, light and peace.

Thou dost ever create, hallow, fill with life, bless and bestow upon us all things 
Thy will be done. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. Deliver us from all evils, past, 
present and to come. And grant, of thy goodness, peace, freedom and justice 
in our days. May we be always free form sin and safe froifi all disquiet.

Grant us, 0 God, fellowship in love with our brothers and sisters of creation, 
humankind, organisms, matter and thought. .

• - •

Blessed art thou Mary amongst women. Blessed be the fruit of their wombs. 
May the mingling and hallowing of the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ help us 
who receive it to life everlasting.

Lamb of God, who takest away the sadness of the world, grant us Thy peace, now, 
and at the hour of our death. Pray, Lord, Thy blessing.

OUTER DARKNESS
INNER SILENCE 

FRAGMENTS FOR A DIGGER MASS OF LIBERATION


