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Minutes of Monthly Meetings
Accounts of arguments and actions
News and Notes.

~ The Christian Anerchist group meets monthly; -~ other things being equal

on the second Smiurday in each month., All alterations to this are

notified here, and it is repeated specifically each time, Meetings awe

edvertized in P eace Neﬁs end the Roadrunner.

Meetings are held in the Vicarege of °t Paul's Church, Bow Comm’on, and

. before them there is a short service in the Church, The Church is in

- Burdett road, the Vicarage is adjacent behind and is in I‘.eopold St_.,

nearest tube station, Mile

The service begins at 7,30,

End Road (on the Central and Di_-strict lines.)

the meetings at 8.00; the service has a period

of quiet for meditation (whether viewed as monastic or as a silent

Quaker-type meeting for worship) preceded by a short form of:Vespers, e

By tradition we retire after the meeting to a pub' b usu_a.lly the Gun in |

Millwall,

Because of holidays the July meeting will be held on the 19th; the date
°f the August m’ee"c:ingj will eppear later,

NO meeting August; Next meéting Septemb_er '13th.'




As the TLford squat is_probably the most importent single issue
at the moment, and as Kathy has been there more than any other
member of the group I asked her to do a personal article.

-

On 21st June, the Yast London Squatters occupied 6 Woodlands road, Ilford, as the
latest step in the campaign. It had been wrecked by the Redbridge Council -

the floorboards and the stairs had becn ripped out ~ and the intention was to

repair it for use by an homeless family, The council was to be asked if they

would use it for a family on their own waiting~-list, and if they refused, as was ?
likely in view of their housing policy, we would install an homeless family our- *
selves,

By Saturday evening most of the floorboards upstairs were replaced, and by Sunday

they were all back, and there was running water. The stairs were not mended,

or the down stairs mended, as we decided to wait until we knew if the council

would emply private beilliffs to remove us,

- On Mondey morning, there was the usuel visit from Mr Walsh the council's legal ad-

viser, but no action was teken at that point,

At another squatter-occupied house, 23, Audrey road, there are two familiest the
Flemmings and the @xWzxX& McNeils,-  When the Flemmings began squatting, in April, i
at 43 Cleveland road, they were forcibly evicted by ga.rry Quatermaints organization
after a week, Then they lived at 67 Oskfield road, for a dhort time, but this

house was not in very good condition, and they left to live at 23 Audrey road, _
The McNeils have lived there since bheing evicted - on the same day the Flemmings

were -~ from 26 Britkamnia road.

At about 3.45 PM on Monday, 23rd June, Quertermain arrived at 23, saying he was the
owners Chris Flemming did .not recognize him, ond so asked for proof of identity.,
Quartermain said he did not need proof, and tried fo force his wey in, May Flemming'
came ihto the hall, and recognized him from the previous eﬁcfion, (ﬁe has since
denied ever having seen her béfore,) she screemed for hélp, and ran ;Lnto the back
gorden, to find Quartermain's men lined up behind the back fence, in the alleyway, ‘ ‘

W

There were 2 or 3 supporters in the house, one of whom ran to Woodlands road, tco W
fetch help. “Quite a few pedple arrived from there and other places. There were
a lot of press photographers in the house, and some police, and several of the bail~
lifs were in the front room, refusing tom leave, and tried to push them DUSe The ¢
police threatened mctiion for assault but 1o action was taken when we did throw them

out, (the police on the whole se-med more sympathetic than at the evictions in
April - one officer told us that if there was no legal court order, Quartermain



vould not he allowed to evict us.)

After a feﬁ'minutes;eQuartermain, himself, arrived egaih; he eleimed his actions

. were legal, and denied our eccusations that he was a thugs however when Ron Bailey
snatched a file he carried, lebellea'"Eviction", "23 Audeecy road", Quartermain
attacked him,.breakinghis-glasses. Ron blacked his eye and a bowl of washing-up
water was thrown over him, after which he retired to hisroer end left, He and

his men were seen shortly after at Woodlands road, but they left without ettempfing

.
an evictione

. .
The situation took quite sone working outs we had believed that.Audrey road was pri-

vately owned, end sc had not expected attempts at eviction, at least not without
a court order, Various people, 1ncluding the council, and Quartermain hlmself,
gave cenflicting emwyounts,  The council said they did not own the house end
denied employ1ng Quartermaln‘ Quartermain said the council had bought the house
over the weekend, It appears that the owner of the house is in process of sell~
ing the house to the council, but the deal cannot be finalized until there is

vacant: posse881on.

" How they cen deny'ueing‘Quatermein is that they employ their own bailliff, Mr'Green,
*  and he is free to empley enyone he wished to assist hlm; but the council can har-
dly deny knowmng‘who is emplnyeds, They appear to have had a large hand in it,
The Flemmings hed becn considering going into welfare eccomodatlon, Yecause of
Chris's ill-health, They had applied, and on the morning ef the 23rd June, &

reporter who haé seeh+he council sfficials that morning came to Audreyrcad to say el

that the coun011 had offered the Flemmings an house, for up to a year.  Chris
went to hlS anpointment with the welfare offlclals in the afternnon and'was glven

tne_keys-to a placey which turnedueq} to be two rooms end a shered kitohen.in Ilfords,

i L
While he was out; e'WOmen:freﬁ”tﬁe'welfaredepartment came te'Au&rey reed, and asked
- . S P ' : .

| if Chris had gone to the Town Hall; May e=aid he had, and the woman 1eft; a few

*

minutes later Chrie axrrived back, and.almest'on his heels, Qnarpermain-arriVed}

As it happened Chris got a 1lift back,zand SO erriyed 5 or 1Y minutes earlier than .
he would have done had hveelked; it.eeemsvery much as if the oounciideliberately
tried to get Chris out of the wey, .80 that the eviction could be got over eﬁickly ok

without fuss.




— o

Al lcr the excitement had died down a little, 'Phone calls were made to virtually
everyone we knew, to come down immediately. By the‘ evening there were about 100

people at either Audrey road, or Woodlands Tde$ barrioades were m'ade, and pla.ns

v

made to repel attack There was an atmosphere of tensmn and watchfulness all

night but the mornlng brought no attack.

However at about D30 AM on Wedne,sdsy,. one of the men at Woodl‘ands rd. saw sbout 6

-

men in helmets coming down the road; before he could warn anyone, several bricks ®
were thrown through the windows, ‘The bailliffs tried to put ladders up to the
windéws, but these were pushed down by squatters, who also retallatéd with bricks,

The ballllffs trled to set flre to the ground floor, but this was unsuocessful

After ebout ho.lf an hour. of brick throw:mg, the police called a halt, because they

"feared g breach of the peace"i! It is also worthy of note that Quartermein's
men were only told to stop and there were no arrests., -On the other hand when we"
demonstrated outside the town clerk's house in April, we were arrested for conduct

O
likely to cause a breach of the peace, ,nd for using insulting words.

When the be.illiffs,,,.srriired at Woodlands rd. a supp.orter.hho was b\ist erriving at the
time‘went to Audrey rd., to warn the Flemmings and the x-McNeils. Chris took the
children to & neighbouring house only minutes before Quartermein arrived, The
bailliffs gothered bricks and bottles from the mmighbours' doorsteps, and threw
them through the windows., The squatters retaliated.with bricks, but after e few
minutes the police again intervened, From that time on there was always a fair
number of pe0ple at Audrey rd,, ‘and the barrioades remained in plaoe. No further
attacks were made, and it was deon.ded to go on the @ffensive again, On Monday,

. 30th June, 33 Audrey rd., was oeccupied, this is ® council-owhed house, which had

been wrecked, The floorboads were replaced by that evening, and painting the
outside was bepun,

On Wednesdey .the 2nd July, a report of the oounoil's decigions at their meeting the
previous night reached us, They had seid that they would give us until the 5th

to get out, and if we dld not they would use all foroe neoessary to remove us,
we refused to leave, A il

On the 4th of July, a.hOther.re'port reached us: the .ooﬁno.:‘i;.lw'Offered to rehouse the
Flemmings and the McNeils in houses from the redevelopment scheme, when they had

reviewed the empty houses, and decided which were fit for human habitation,



Un%il then, the families would hive to live in an hﬂfway‘house.“ It was said to Ron :
Bailey, by the council, that thefamilieS'wouid be rchoused at the end of July er '
the beginning of August, but there'Wﬂs no date mentiohed in the written statement.
The Flemmings d&d not trust the council, after being betrayed before, and all at
“the meeting thought the document too vague and full of loopholes. A set of amend-
ments was drawn up, ‘the main p01nts being that the'Flemmlngs and theiMcNells sheuld

stay 1n'Aud¢py road, until they were rehoused. The council refused to hear our

samendments, and said we must take omr leqve their proposals, so we left them,

. ' i ; | .
On 5th, it was getting obvious that the strain was getting too much for Chris Flem-~

ming, when he collapsed. He is extremely exhausted, and on the verge of a nervous
breakdown., On T7th, Mﬁy decided;the vest thipg*we could do was to take the barri-

cades down, and get all the supporters out of:fhe house, and try to live as noﬁﬁalA
a life as possible, This was done, and the council was informed why we had taken

the barricades down, in the hope that they would not risk the bad publicity they
would get by sending bailliffs into an undefended house, when a member of the fam-

ily was sick, S0 far, there has been no attack,

On 7eds, 9th., another house in Albert road, was occupied, and the upper floor was

* repairede  The idea is to repair it completely, and to redecorate it, then invite
the press to view it, &k and judge whas can be done to these housess The council
soy it would be too expensive to repair the housesy we hope to show that it is not,
and ask them to have the water and elec¢tricity restoreds We are quite prepared
to repeir the houses ourselves, if the council will guarantee not to hire private
beilliffs to remove the g familXies who bécupy them, and if they will restore the
water and eléctricity, On 10th, another house, in Richbmond rd., (which incident-

ally is noxt dsor to the Conservative Headquarters) was occupied.

On the 12th (tomorrow - when ﬁnthy'wrote this) a demonstration is planned, which is to
visit all the houses we have occupied, with specizal emphasis on 43, Cleveland rd,,
which has becn flattened for use as a car park, since the Flemmings were evicted.

There is a fair amount of lecal suppert and the Ford workers from‘Dagenham are att-
-

ending the demonctration. They are prepared to help us repair any houses we have
Or eny more which are taken on the demonstration, It is hoped thamt some of the

locel residents will soon occupy:an house themselves,

S 0900000090900

Private Eye published and the July issue of Solidarity South London republishes,
Quertermein's criminal record and the fact that he was deprived of his licence

a8 & bailliff., While in uastchurch Prlson in 60, dlrect aotlonists met & man

~° . . , c e ey ."5'. '5— = N




serving a reventlve Detention sentence (I forgrt‘whether of 6 or 8 ycars) for
steallng*s mllk bottle (empty) from outs1dc an house, = 80 hﬂd the police wished
to prevent mllk bottles be1ng taken to use a8 ammunltlon, not merely'was it

damage to the squatted houses but it does apparently amount to larceny.
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I must apologize for not using the woodcut for this issuesm -

‘ | iiy . |
end the woodcut takes about gn extra week s prepargtion, one way and another, .

I go on holiday soon

et | Attendance on the  19th August
K
'res Gresham Kirkby and Andrew King; Valerie Bickers and athy Dancys &

Laurens Otter apology David Mumford,

Minutes i
.

We discussed first whether to continue as a group, interest appeared to be'wanlng,
- very largely as the result of the long time we have spent studyrhg to produce

the report for the Archblshop S Commiss1on, which has taken SO long that even the f

1n1t1al proposer .of the study no longer bother to read the mlnutes.

Generally the feeling of the meeting was against closing down, .This raised whether
or not I was to continue as secretary, as I have asked for the last four months
to be relieved of this, as . do not think it a good thing for anyone to remain

secretary more than a year, . But as yet no one has volunteergzed to take over,

(Anne did volunteer but changed her-mind. )

We then discussed whether to continue-with preparations forwa'report to thewcommission.j

It was obvious that'not enough people have worked oniMaurlce to give a worthwhlle _
discussion of his views on the state, NOWT Were we then ready to draw up a final

document and even if we had held s meetlng on the nlnth of August and 1f
arrangements had been made to duplicate the draft in my absence, there was little
reason to assume that the-August meetlng”would be better equlpped to tackle the

L)

matter.,

A ve

entuelly it was agreed that & less ambitious and shorter statement should be sent
and that Gresham should be given a free hand wr1t1ng this, and that'we would

think aloud for the rest of the meeting—to prOV1de suggestlons..J

‘fj



minut.es

.l |
mEIOMG SUeTrdiaca mees 'madn. pa $o dlhdear Aot ahanl® 22 inalnded. o ~hom wan 40

write his draft the week ~fter ncxt (about the second of August datellne) ((s0
anyonc now regretting not having contributed any suggestions had becter contact
hzim BEast 4941, St Faul's Vicarage, T3, comfortably before that, )) This he
wvould send. to ALndrew asd nyself Andreﬂ would 'phone immediately if he had any
objecetions and. oth@rxlqe f shall try and <ash it off befor: my holiiay.

A centre } oomt cveryone agreed should bf» the fact thut gnerchism ‘..lw'zys dlsm.s sed

as too good to be true, but P any real understanding and ex: ositi on of

Christinnity is always met by the same complaint, Also it WAS streesed the
filliem Godwin's : "You say men cannot be equal, because no man is good enough'

to rule himself, I say men must be egqual because no men is.good enough to rule
others'", should be adapted to answerx arguments stemning from original sin. That
5t Basil, l'eister fkhart or somec such be quoxted in ansver to the C of E Article,
on /inzbaptists and christian men G'Joods.

-

- | ~.
Reference was mrde to Ken Leach's article in Theology "on the powers of oe" and it

-

wvas agreed thot thic point, re dering to Caeser ~nd others such should be included,
Gresham raised the point that under a dictatorship ihe prophotlc witness was les:

an absolute duty as any witnes: was an act of defience, o live a christinn life

was unspoken prophecy while to prophecy from thie roofl tops wes perhaps courting
martyrdo foolishly and anyway for ‘estern pr-lates to so shout from the rooftops.
about conditions under Stalinis wos impermis:iably imperillin;; the lives of Christ-

inns in the Hast,

!

It wes agreed that the evidence should start with a section on what the Church i-

and iz suprosed to be,

R R R RN NN N

Anne Vogel and. Pavia Poolmzin heve asked me to enclose with this copies of th
L4

orkers' lMutual Aid parphlete - Ikhad not so donc. previously as since T am a
member it would be doubtfully ethicsl, but as neither “avid nor Annc aremembers of
Mty I am very grateful to them for requesting this, There iz a difference I
think in the i’/ approach from the traditional syndicaliat 04 (apert from the
faect that it does not in this pamphlet consider the caese fof.industrial unionisn)
in that it starts with a more individual anarchict committmenf, '

e - & sl



Thie digtfference is indicative of "the nature of much of modern sayndicalist
thought. 'Whereas in a smaller scale capltaTist 1ndustry before the con-
veyor*belt 1t Wes easy enough to thlnkﬂin terms of getting rid of the boss

| end,runﬁing the industry under'workers' controlsy the possibility of that is n

not now so sbvious,

SO whereas in the‘past the step was a simple one of degree between being an
industrial militant and being o syndicalist (even if it involved a quantit-
ative/qualitafiﬁe leap) there is now a more obvious difference in kind.

Men need to look outside the factory at the world outside and there become
, conv1nced that anarchlsm is possible as a normal rule before they are capable

I of théd conceptual problem.of seeing anarchism (syndicalism) as a p0981bllity
e within the factony.

Ppecisely‘because'in 8 more authoritarian'society the case for liberty is more
'obvious than the case for equality; the 1ook outside the faotony is a fairly
gimple matter compared with the p0881b111ty in the last centmry of seeing

anarchlsm as-a p0831b111ty other than in industrial terms. Then anarchists
 . tended to be the hard core within syndicaelist movements, now anaroho-syndic~

alists tend to be the hard core within anarchlst ones,

: bebesennae ‘ |
Kathy_tells me ‘that since the Flemmings asked the Squatters group to go -~ SO 88
to lessent the tension and the embattled atmosphere'é they have asked a few

closer friends to go back and keep an eye on thingss so she is still spending

most of her time there.

® 000400 .20

The Radical Alliance - of which Ronald Sampson.was a founding and active member‘
is cealling a conferenee on the 23%rd of Augusf at Dick.Sheppard House; booking
fee (suggested'2/6) i They seem to have awoken from a deep sleep., As =
Ronald is & moving splrlt one assumes that though the successor of the indep-
endent nuclear dlsermament.glgggoral commlttee, it is not exclusively parl- .
iement oriented and most of its founders were indeed active in forming the
original committee of 100. It could therefore be promising - wmmgh I
oannof make it as I'11l be on holiday, but it would be a good idea if someone

from C/A went as well as Ronald. best
Laurens



.?ﬁThere'was never anythlng'by'the wit: of man so well devised
- Or SO sure establlshed,'Whlch in the eentinuance of +time

has not been eorrupted (opening words of"Concerning the services

of the church" - after the "The Preflace"
at the beglnnlng of the B,C.P. of the
Cs OFf Bi)- .

Bqually sincere Christians can argue both for and against

Pacifism, and if the Gospels came down definitely on either

one 8ide or the other, the argument would have been settled

long ago. ( Margetet Duggan, Church Times, May 23
"Letter to Roadrunner",

Angllnans and Cathollos generally hold the Church to have been devinely created

and therefore they embody -~ indeed incarnate - something that is not |
‘corruptible; but nevertipeless where something in the Church is an human

accretion or interpretation then this something is not merely corruptlble,

but is indeed almost bound to be currupted with time,

Therefore it is illogical of Margaret Duggen to suggest that in the fullness

The

of time a Christian must srrive at the truth if that truth was not initially
apparént.  (Quite apart fwom the illagic ¢f assuming that ‘sincerity is

an yardstick - undoubtedly Hitler was sincere, (though certainly no Chrlst-_
1an» and undoubtedly Ian Paisley and Johannes Vorster are sincere and are

' sincere professing Christians which dées not meke them rlght )

Church in its eurly days dld reach agreement on at least tht'W”S not
permissible, The doctrine of the Just Struggle is the only Nicaean
doctrine which admitted of 4 mlnﬂrlty position equally tenable for the
Christiong but it threrded 1t way between total Non-Resistance ond that
support for wars which the Emperor attempted to 1mpooe on the Church.

It laid down as p0881b1e struggles for Justloe, and it laid down permissible

This

methods of struggle and a literal interpretation of the doctrine today
would within o little bar all actions other than civil disobedience, strikes
and suthllke actions, but would endorse these (as would most p301flsts.)

But though the doctrine attempted to incarnate a spiritunl truth it of
necessity used human terminology and that terminology has permitted of

interpretations totelly alien to its intention and with it the oondonlng
of momsg$trous ward. o e s B .

should teach something to us in our anttempts to say what we consider the
Commission on Church and “tote should be looking at,,  For obviously
before we can léok at the Church's relations with anything else, we. have
to look at the Church's relations with itself, Ultimetely as regards.
the state we are saying what the Latonsv1lle nine said of the draft cards,

~Some propmerty .- some objects - hove no right to exist, and therefore

there can be no *espect 1or property. But before we get to thls,'whatof
the Church is dévine?

One here immediately reaches the whole crux of ~ revolutionary position within

the Church.,. Margaret Duggan like Dennlson.Whurlce evidently believes that
in the fullness of time the church grows closer to Christ and seetles



ony qQuerices, The atheist nn the other hand and the New Theolmgian thinks

the Church ond christendom areinescapably corrupted and must be abolished to
nllow the building of something else,

The revolutionary position within the Church is that. the Church was founded as the
grectect revolutionary organization of ¢ a1l tlme,,that it has indeed been corrr-
upted in very large measure-but it contains_thgt within it that cannot be

corrupted since it is the Body of Chrlst' end that this someth;ng hos Psured a
revolutionnry end prophetlc tradition - contlnuouely replenishing 1tae

-~ maintaining 1tse1f'w1thlr the Church so that when it appears most corrupt
there there appeers a CF Andrews a Micnael ‘cott at Stawart Headlam to ‘remind

the people of the Church that they'are God's' peOple and why and what it's 81l 4
8"’)01113 s ' .

'

In other words we are saying "if the e men go. ye cannot be saved" that unless the
Church again becomes revolutlonary the revolutien cannot happen. God gave
m,n an instrugent and inStitution faehloned thet with it he might free himself,
he has surely corrupted it, but he cannot himself fashion n better instrument
~r1f he cannot restore the Church to its pristine revolutionary flavour he cer-
,"tainiy"CannOtfrestere'ﬁhefmorld without the church to it,

This does not of course menn th"t 21l action should be confined to the Church,
indeed to limit all left action to the Church would be the worst possible way
to try to meke the Church revolutionarys lut it does meen - that somewhere before
we reach the revolution we will bave first to meke the revolutlon within the
Churchi and so.e time we ore. gomng to need to thrash out Just what this means, »

It is interestin: th¢ t here the Uhrlstlan conception of the Church as both the

vehicle of thg Kingdom of God ond the Kingdom of God already established fits
in with both arxitn cnd Ghandian reasonlng.- ‘The new society is born within
the womb of the old, - means are ends in embryos both fashioned movements

or cttempted to frashion movemente which should be not only the means to

overthrow the old erder but should then emerge a5 the new and thet should

therefore bear within themselves the comrﬂdely rel tions that that new 5001ety
needs, | i

The industricl unionist theories of De: Leon or of ullemwnl ach the Nobblles and
byndlcullets ook over took. into kene erchist though pr601sely this ospect of
Morx; the healthv parts of the Bhoodan movement ond the work of Dolei and

the merlcwn'negro movement are deing the same service to cnarchism in
incorporating *he Ghandian conception,  But we as Christians have no
excuse for not anving known it before for -s each element is tcken into the

reclm of freed¢m we find that in our own Gospel it has always %ecn there
for us to . flPd | -

“o-‘

The syndicalist 1n31btenoe 3o valid in its: day on the pIIM“CV of 'industricl
orgenization is %eing copied now by middle of the way churchmen - juct at
the time when developments in industry mean thot however much of prime
importonce industrial organization is now 1mp0531ble in = isols ~tionsg s~nd though
expressed in for “ther words, everywhere it is founa th“t Oﬂe go to thc syn-

dicate bd way of the Barish, but etlll £0 there.- i
UTINT il =~ alTCourse < 48's 1looss e (neithse e l nStlenl Honcaltryet s
.: PR -‘ 4 i R 2 g 1" > . - 3 _ ‘_.\ s : NPT U WTERE f( lo ) o g ;o .."‘.. R - t.“ ; i, . i 3 . . o \\
st L% ot ’ O ’.:.. AS ud"!i)!.;‘» gn g SIS TJ-- : . 1% 'Y"T O 71 -m’}.’.]i" b. : .:&).,;:1,'.!.7' 2 e 1 ¢ G I T ¢ Ot ;-l"} J
ars b Je -'.A : 2 A ] * [t 7 ol - s 1".. % . P ‘." : b n':'\ 3 il < .y -~ r 3 L § -" e R ¥ . .
F s t,‘ } -..‘!.-1 ".“ ; ”r'. : 1,} -’q L‘ .‘."',’]’: 1 \ = TOL} 1ﬁ .~~_ 1' %W l 2. ¥ ul '“‘: » _Li,: - Faat Al B Ay ’z .l",' 3 LJ _ '}‘.J ;.’.,6.0. ’._?
Bl it " kot i 3 S B T T T L , ' & Yo i WNRRRO A R TR . (S TN PR, S
4" nprront 1a oo lerkies? IDUIL%J. 1 el L Vi 7 tu T2 R PN s SRR ¢ OB R SR Lol MR 7 S Suh o 4

el B w F ok ¢RI RR ¢ s PRE I 4 e 0 S B thlas el idne.





