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A DDRESSHES = sdditions and corrections msrked @
We're putting this in sgsin because it's importsnt - Alison.
CLAIMANTS UNIONS AND UNSUZPORTED MOTHSRS - - - .- Wty SRt
Kate,25 Powic Square(basement) London Wi1(cu) ' . Bk
JO, Sally snd Jemny, 8,5t Merk's Rise,London E8. S
Daullne Gift,-66 Ivdr‘Road Sparkbrook, Birminkgsm. - |
Tessa Forester, (moving soon)102 Newcastle St, Sllverdsle Newcastle-u-

WOMEN'S HIALTH 7 _ LR G Y

Amands Bennett, 3,Belmotit Rd, London SWi (O1-622—8961)#35_ | s
Dinah Rewlings, 8 The Court,Buryficld, Guildford,Surrey. T R

Tegss Forester—- sec (CUSe.

ABORTION AND CONTRACTZPTION
Amands Bennett-see Wy Health-runs s pegnancy deisory service,
Psuline Gift-sec CUs. s G Y ~
Jill Wslker, 14 Clsrec Rd, chenshulme Mﬂnchpster 19.

WOMEN 'S HOUSZES AND COOPARATIVE HOLIDAYS
Suzette Sorrell 39 Balderton Flsts,Brown Hart Gerdens London W1
Chiswick Women's aid,2, Belmont Terrqco, London Wu | (01-u92 180)
Pauline Gift-sec CUs. S .

CHILDREN 'S BOOKS
Lee Ssnders, 71 St Annes Lanc,Leeds L.

STRUGGLE AGAINST WOMIN AS SiIX OBJHECTS
Suzette Sorrell-sce Women's Houses
Marion McCertney, 21d Pecsrson Rd, Hull, Yorks.
Ros Nothen,29 Csrdigsn Rd,Lecds 6

WOMZN IN MBENTAL HOSPITALS AND PRISONS
Suzette Sorell-sce sbove 5

Keate =-sec(CUs

Mesrion McCertney-seec above

EDUCAT ION :
Jill Wslker-sece Abortion + Gontraceptlon
Alison Mslet—-scc below. T .

SQUATTING Tt AR R
Gill Andrews, 47 Great blarcndon St OXLOrd(leo CUS)

UNOP .uc IFI JD INVOLV JMJmT
Jenny Leney, 8, Nightingale Lane, S Claphem, Eondon SW12 Sar
Caroline Chsrlton, % #lm Rd, London SWi4 . s A =t
Margarct Dudley, 26 WOdblﬂnd Ave (is this rlghtO),Gulldford,Surrey.;
Denise Kibble, 1, Fray's Court, Victoris R4, UXbPldTG, Middxe. .1
Sarah Lutmen,8, Grove Terr, Ganterbury, Kcnt, -
Janet Northuy, 16 Adelside St, Stonehowusec Plynouth
Merilyn Porter, 21, Casnynge Rd,Bristol. -
EBllen Malos,’Gardbn #lat Basbmunt 1 "Apsley RA4, Brlstol Ge
Cathy Msguire, Marine Blological Statmon,Lortaferry Oo. Domn,Lreland.
Sally Bavage, #lat 3, 35 Richmond Rd, Leceds 6
Judy Wheeler,. .10 Crescent Rd qu1stow,LQndon 2 3.
iz Willle; ¥ist 1, 24 Nulrhouse Park,ddinburgh L.
Hozel McGee, Hlllcrest merm,Hicks Mill,Bissoe,nr Truro,Cornwall.
Maggie Woolley 100 anuflbld St,Glasgow. (could you give us sny info

about Glasgow,as we didn't
Alison Malet,1,Lynnewood Place,Dundeec, contact yuuv)

ANns L1v1ngstone,25, Welton Well Rd,O0xfond .
Uns Stephenson(not now Turnbull)60, Flndowrle Place,Fintry, Dundec.

¢

Any sisters who may bé“in-scatland,are héreby’invited
to visit us, Uns and Alison, at 1, lynncwood Plasce,on
New Yesr's GBve. Or sny other time!_h '
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The Dundee group has existed as s discussion group since“the béginning
of 1972, There 1s s fairly wide spectrum of opinion within the gpoup, and
individusl members sre slso 1nvolved in the locsl Conservation Society,the

Clsimsnts Union, snd the Ansrchist Group. So far we have concentrated
mostly on 'consciousness-rsising' within the group, but we have slso given
out leaflets to University students, orgsnised s jumble ssle to rsise funds
snd have met or plen to meet fer discussion with seversl political snd non-

i politocsl groups within the town.We have 8lso sgreed M ﬂ N
to publicize sand collect signstures for the nation- ”(lqwlqu;ﬂu@
. wide petition sgeinst the replscement of Femily | ] RN
Allowsnces by tex credits psid to the father, The "
group includes student sand non-student members,
mainly the latter; snd some of us who have young
children try to meet with our kids on other dsys
from group meetings in sn effort to bresk down our
isolation,. . . '
o R + + + + +
ST, ANDRE W/ S
We have been in existance ss s group since late
1970; the group is mostly university members, but
there sre some towswomen slso.We have s working
core of spproximstely 12 members, but the number
veries from meeting to meeting,

Achievements so far:

Spring '70: Chsrities Cempsign: Women's Liberation | , o i

: | e | : g . Now let me.see...,.
disrupted the crowning of the Chsrities Queen,snd What aid I file
tried to hasve s member inriltrste the Chsrities the typewriter -
orgenisstion, with s certsin degree of sucess., under?
Pighting Discriminstion: Jdobs:~ writlng to - (Acknowledgements
firms -which discriminste sgsinst wymen In K to the Dun?ee

o | | . i courilier

the ' Jobs for & raduates directory. ;
Advertising: writing to sdvertlisers to com-

plain sgbout  sexist sttitudes in theilr advertiséments. In the form-
d er we were  psrtlislly successful, 1in 1971. -

1974: -3sngls_ Desh _Women: we produced a8  lesflet &nd masde s col-
lection of £60 which wass sent to the IPPC. ;f

_Abortion Week: precduced snd distributed ;nformation_‘on aborfioﬁ
end - contraception, which was  very much spprecisted.
197231) British Birth _Control _Csmpsign: e group of members hes
sterted & St. Andrews brsnch of +the BCC. A survey of contra-
ceptives snd their ‘sveilsbility in ®ife 1is being carried 6ut, in

order to produce 8 leaflet for distribation. Informstion svsilsble



from 15, Hovsrd ~flace, St. Andrews. | (i) !

2) Cempsign sogsinst__2roposed__Chsnges _in_ Fsmily Allowsnces, In conmr
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ection with the Child Poverty Action Group, members sre producing
8. questionsire, dste to be s8ossimilsted for 8 possible 1lesflet. -
3)- V.D. Project. This aims to incresse sawereness sand 1informstion

SR e S— T G S S — — e —

sbout V.D., Spesker snd lesflet in prospect.
Liberstion Week: run by 8ll the leftist groups in the - Univer-

e — o— --—_——--“—_ﬂ-—'—-

sity, 10th-17th Jsnusry. Contributionst from Womens' Lib.- Poster
- exhibition, spesker on Womens'Lib, ®Film(in prospect), snd Fourum,

/L?ﬂﬁe\n "5 o Sarsh Turnbull.

EDINBURGHOne of the groups 1is running s

cempsign on contrasception, trying to press- -
urise the Corporastion into providing more
adequa te facilities, and eadvertising them.
Petitions sand questionsires sre being org-
snised. Another smsll group is starting off;

on the getting-to-know-you, consciousness-
ralsing level,
EDINBURGH TINANTS STRUGGLE Rent incresses

saveraging &£ per week, under the Housing
Finsnce Act(sstiricslly known ss 'Fsir Rent

s') ceme 1into effect in Edinburgh'$ ccancil

ﬂA&? * i housing estates(the psrts the tourists don'%
'May I borrow the

i

. ee | .

computer during my see) on November 20th. Lsrge numbers of
lunch bresk=-=to tenants s8re refusing to psy the 1incresses.
°°u“t cglories? The campsgign of * resistsnce 1s continuing,

with door-to-door cenvsssing, lesflets,.pickets 8t rent collection
points, street- s8gnd feactory-gste-meetings. Moves s&agre s8afoot to con-
vert the All-Edinburgh Tensnts' Associstion into & Rents Action
Cbﬁmittee, to uanite workers snd tensnts 1In this common struggle.
Industrial sction 1s to support tensnts' saction, not substitute
for it.This 1s 8 situstion where® women cle®rly hsve 8 key role
to plsy. They sare the ones th"bonfpontf?rent”.CQLLQQ@ODSa.HBS”WGIL
8s having to mske ends ‘meet on s reduced budget. On this is-
sue, men of'ten mutter 8 non-commitél'-'Hfave"ﬁto  See whe t Tﬁhe wife
'says', and women set. the pace;a KnoWing the family's standard~wdf
living is ot steke, they cen evince s high degree of ‘militency:
We s8re s8lso in 8 position to orgSniée the dayéto-daj:struggle,
being stuck on the estates for most of our lives. “Block meet~
ings 1n esach other's ‘homes, talking to peapie g1t shops and' shop -
vans, bresk down our ususl isolstion and .giveé us 8 sense of
soliderity which we need., | ' ' | e
' Néws of similsr ection in other parts of the country

would be _welcome,' bringing home the fect thet we're not

fighting alonef Liz WwWillis.,



ABERDTEN The Aberdeen group split 1in the summer; the 'liberal'ﬁ?\
- )

group 1is, 8s foar a8 - I kKnow, still ”going'~=trong' and expandingf¢53
but there's been no - contact between the groups. At present, the

'dynsmic' group seems +to hsve lost 1ts dynamism, -~ msybe 8 per-
‘tisl resson for our feilure wes a8 totsl 1lack of contaset with
ether womens' groupsi Lorns Dey.
GLASGOW
S . ..."Certeinly I expect

you to drive me to
my keep-fit classs-

S b you don't expect me

e contacted Glasgow, - to wslk, do you?" .
but we haven't &
received asnything. o
?

LEEDS 3 | . - . ‘
Leeds W.L. group sare sterting & cesmpsign on the pro=

posed tex credlt system-they hope to do 8 survey in seversl
locgl sarees, possibly 1eading' on tQ pablic"meefings on Womens'
Role in Society. | i s | 1
' The Society For The Pretection Of The Unborn Child held
9 public meeting in Leeds 1last week, which was pecked by Cat-
holics shipped in by &esch from surrounding areas. BCC and
other groups Ww ent along to- hear - two..speskers. .give 8 rsbid de-
nuncistion of sbortion, contraception, sex, etc.The third spesker
was only slightly less rabild, but'prdvided ;é_ libersl cover for
the others; he admitted thatICOntracéption was necessgry  and
should become more widespread. The SPUC hope to stert s ' campaign
ggainst the new BPAS clinie thst  hss - recently opened " 1in Leeds.
The .Uﬁivérsity' WL group stsged s picket of & stag
perty with strip show orgenised by medicsel students in the Uni-
versity. There wss & wide cross-section -"ef people there  from
meny orgsnisstions, but thé strip went shesd despite ‘the pilckets.
U.S.~ ST. LOUIS. ’ ' '
(Extrsct from letter) We sre trying to educste the student
body on the effects ‘snd csuseés of the Vietnsm War, and the
necessity of ending ‘thet wsr now. B ut we hsve only 25 er :few
er comritted peoplé ‘out of & student boédy of over 14,9080, '
We also have sen officisl university-opersted Womens' Centep
that. offers the foiIowing;f1)mBQBZines - and periodicals,Z)}ibtion
by wdmen's suthors, 3)csrcer informstion, L) listings of 1bcal




R T ‘ ' BN o A %
Ob—-Gyn doctiors 5) tapos on psychology 6)childrens literntara. . ... \v/
v it rotreat' weekends in ~ the country 8) references to professionsl

—-counsellors.l ThlS all probably 'soundsﬁ good,*ibut the effective-
~nhess of the Womens : Center is llmuted severely by the fsct

that tho Jesult university sdministrstion refsins  contral cver tas
place, snd 1live right next deor to the Center, snd though #
could be a vital force, it 1isn't. (Theréd's a8 nun on the admin--
istrative stsff, no less!) It's probebly. better thsen nothlng,a

o ~_Solidsrity, Jey Amrod.
Jay @also sends us &a newgpsper cutting sbout 8 Rape

Crisis Center opening in - St. Loudis, we have written to ask nexy
for more 1Iinformstion sgbout thiss

LETTER

Degr Slsters : |
A group of us in Leeds Wi~

men's Lib sre compiling an eanthology of writing

cn wemen's liberstion. We wsnt srticles be- |
tween two send five thoussnd words, csrioons, Lline
drswings, etc. Articles shouldn't sssume  t00

much knowladzio of women 's lliberation, 8s Wwe
hOpe .to distrlbute the book out81de tho mceeﬂ
ment._ lease_ send manuscripts EAn duplioate' {e
possible) tc Ssndrs Allen, 23 St. Michsel's Rosd,
Leeds. &, Yorks. e

Love s&and ‘sis%®erhood, ©Lee

Senders. | I'm stlll puttlcg
iecr on weight—-do you
A R i | think it. eon-be the
¢ face. crepm -~wWaich
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‘ fattens meo'
PLUG-—-—- PREOPLE'S PRESS AGENGT' e e

- The agency & the news service . it Wlll pruv1de will. not be the prope‘*y
of ‘eny politicsl group: 1t will be crested for & by all those whose ap-
inions & sctivities sre ignored or misrepresented by the press, telev131un
& radio — Tor exsmple, Msrxist, liber tarisn &:left aot1v18ts, trade unpion-
ists, uncfficial strikers, blsesck people, women's liberaticn groups, squat-
ters, claiments, the pqQon, & people struggling for liberstion in Ifelandg
Vietnam, Afnics, the Middle Esst, & other sress of the world, "_ '

It is hoped that the agency will support 1tself from SubSCPlpu10089

but there will be stesrting. costs of around £200 Any oontrlbutlon T
these costs will be welcome; but this 1s.not ss 1ﬂ@ormont 2s aotlve per tlc-
ip#%ion., The agency wlll bé opersting by the end of .the year, Plea write
te #bs '¢c/o0 Inside Story, 3 Belnont Rd., London S. W uﬁ |

o ni ot Hss snyone eny -c¢bjections to the Newsscheet .being sent to the

PPA, for them to use Newssheet contents (not®eddresses) ss news 9 === -~

£y
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-+ -5 yesrs, but this hes given & very. smsll minor-

WOMIN CLASS OR CASTZE ( 5 ) i

Obviously it depends on what you mesn by clsss. Tske Ros' definition of
cless:- 'A clsss is & section of people within 8 soclety, defined econdim-
icslly, in terms of status, espiretions, power within the socliety, snd
sttitudes towsrds 1nd1viduels within the ssme c¢lsss, snd to »thers in s
different class.? Now taken es 8 whole women d4 hsve different status,
gspérstions, power then men and they do have different attitudes to esch
other snd to men - in other words they plsay o dlfferent economic role
then men. But surely, you mey ssy,women sre defined bY-b10108Y--YeSr;°.
women ere_womeh becsuse of biology, but biolOgy'is not thereesén why
they plsy 8 different ecdnomic role; the reason is the structure of our
socliety.I sm not beylng that women sre not s caste - they are = my ergu—
ment is that o ceste is not something fundementslly different from 8 class.
A csste is an economic subgroup whose membership is
delinested entirely by genetie criteris.All clesses PR

-heve slways hed to some degee 8 hereditery member - ': i;ﬁﬁﬂ;&iﬂgﬁé{jé@g
ship, end whether we use the word 'clesss' tu in- " L e ST
clude eestesor not is entirely s mstter of sem- LN am—
entics. (A biologieelly defined group is not the }:Eﬁ;”p%; f”I .
“g8me 8s 8 ceste - for exsmple we do not plsy & ,L‘?Q\‘fﬁ# @;_,
different role 1n 8001ety according to our blood- Rl . iifﬁfngﬁif;:ﬂ&/
grouping.,) . = | S Jhop i &/9.[N\?;5, o
The Women's Movement hss srisen becsuse women 1  f:}i \ ijti;;ﬂd’
sre belatedly recognlslng where thelir true clese/ ;,f § fgﬁbﬂbﬁ
caste 1nterests lle. A chenge in the role of women iaﬁm?mjf‘eﬁi;fk\
will necesserlly meen s chernfge in the structure of J ;’j {)@T{ \\\
soclety - end“this chenge hes not slresdy hsppened. ff"' ﬁ >

True, women have been graduelly sccepted into the \

e, pPOfESSlODS, end many of the blsatant legsl rest- fj=.- A &
l‘ .
rictions on women have‘been removed ,over the lest | = NIy /
T it

'If thats our new
5 - good-looking neigh-
sre still unpsaid msnusl 'workers. To ssy thst we | bour ssy yes.I csan
' find out later what
it's 8ll sbout'.

ity of women 2 petty bourgoise status - mast of us

sre now losing our csste status is like ssying
that the working class no longer exists beceuse ofﬂ
the occasionsl Rolleperked cutside s oouncii,, .
house. 2y 9N hems | A
T would'like to eell;myself-e feminist snd s iibefterien.'It'is reslly
-1mportent to me to Know 1f this 1s pnssible or i I% 1s generdlly sccepted
that the_llberterlen position is not compatlble W1th 8 femlnlst anely51s
of elese{ ” . A | s
' ieve’eed sisterhcod,
Pip  Clserk,

ey




jam, jute and journ At 5

by Kate

" Jam & Jute " msy be psst their economic heydsy in
Dundee, but "Joufn.alism-" is still poing strong. Dun-
dee is the home of D.C. Thomson's, femous for such
1itéra}y icons a@s the Dendy & the Beezer. As welkl as
heving a stresnglehold on the locsl press, they sre
slso responsible for s lasrge proportion of the weekly
women 's msgszines on the market, psrticulsrly those
gimed at the lower end of the socio—-economic scale.
The publicsastlions under thelr segis contsin, in s
héightened menner, the kind of propagsnds which is
antithetic to & libertsrisn viewpoint. The debasing

ospects of women's weeklies sre well known, but never-

theless 1% comes s 8 surprise to see how inherent
such.attitudea are through from editorisl to sdvert—
ising ( or perhsps the other wsy round ). The feeling
\ ‘ ' that they sre sn offering to sn economicelly importsnt
;;é“ﬂ3§41 subculture is omni-present, psrticulsrly in the sdv-
& 3/ ertising - would you, for instence, call £27:50 3
give—sway price ?

'Do you slso

want double The 1lmpor tsnce placed on trivis & the dismisssal
égnih:pig;;g of potentislly more importent subjects is emphasized
sipe! by the treatment of o letter in My Weekly. A womsn
who 1s ohviously psychologicslly disturbed writes in
(From the ¢ e s :
Courier) o say that she 1s s compulsive gsmbler nn one-srm

bandits & bingd, & that her family is suffering dresd-

fully ss s result. " Frences Hatfield" replies that
the womsn 1s lackling in willpower & that the answer 1s to g0 out on Mondsys
& spend sll her housekeeping for the week on food. The ides thet the women
may need more professional'guidance than this is never considered. This
kind of attitude is not only dangerous, it is subversive,

This attitude whleh 1s pasrt of the pervading ethos of these "weeklies!
even - menifests itself on the cookery page. Two pages sre devoted to instr-
uctions on how to meske sweets with such compellling nemes ss '"marshmallow
crispies" & '"chocolste pennies'", the whole presided over by s fat motherly
old women., Presumably, if we ruan out of "econstructive" chores to do in the
home, we can always turn ouar hand to making harmful delicacies.

The ssme travesties are apparent in the fiction aslso, where the waman
outside the home is an oddity indeed. For exsmple, s widower takes his
small daughter into hospital for an operation; the surgeon turns out to
be s womsn =——




CE) "But you're s womsn'" he ‘'excleims in amszement, And what's wrong with
thet ? ~ Well, | ‘

" She seemed so - feminine."....¢.:s" It gove him sn unessy feeling. Un-
consciously, he knew, he was thinking that a woman as pretty ss Miss Hen-
dish could not be 2 surgeon."

Nor has he reversed thst decision by the end of the story, but. he has
decided to take her out for a drink!

The Pcople's Friend is s less innocuous publication in thet it sims at
5 more specific readership, with its almost uniqgue Scottish besis & its
'emphesis on the conservotive middle-asged womsn who wasnts more 'good recads'
than she wents advice on how to run a8 home. The adverts themselves prove
this — thsrmel underwesr, peddedtoilet;seets, & ways to 'shrink' piles,
ell'joggle with esch other for sdvertising spsce. However, we sre slso in-
formed that " During the pre-Christmas days no-one hss much time or energy .
to spend in the kitchen." Do they ever ?

This 1s meinly woolly nonsense, the reslly insidious publicetions are
those which a2im et the younger end of the market, the teeny & weeny bOpp—

ers, the -true subculture in this respect.

The ettitudc of a magazine like Jockie for exemple is bland & sccept-
ing. The most serious problems t0 be feced are quarrels with 'mum', loss
of & boyfriend, &c. (And love qt first sight is not » phenomenon here but
9 reeliti) Gontreception & enortlon ncvcr rear their ugly hssds - Romance

is slive & well & living in Jackie ! '

It 1s-the loss of individual 1dentity which such s msgczine upholds
which is most. dlsturbingu The bogey'of conformity is exploited to the nth
degree..Even in “their letters tho resders don t sign themselves with nemes'

but ss ' a protesting David Cess1dy fan" ( totelly irrelevent;to the cont-—'i
ent of the letter), ar " » T Rex fon', "o Jackie fan'.,

Adolescent hcro-worship moy be & heelthy sign, os is fqntaay’ but oce-
agionally the counterbslﬂnce of reallty is required

Here there is no such thing. The 1mpleusible doe- é’
. | | | ”\ .

eyed heroines, falling into the strong msn's clut—

ches in the last frame never envisege anything be-

yond thet final clinch. | | e 1\ L \
The ever increesing possibilltles for commerclsl 2o é& \.? ' .
exploitation st this. end of the merket precludes, | ‘;i d'Lj- L

presumably, any coherent view of reletlonships & id-

'"Well ,what's Mrs
entity being expressed. Far Jackle & her sisters Jones got that you
the sexes must be eternally polsrized. A 'humorous' haven't got this

' 1
article tells how to get rid of en unwented men - ' ST
'0Of course if he looks like Robert Redford you rs st—
upid to want to get rid of him!' The philos0phy behind that remerk leeves"
o very bod taste in the mouth indeed. And we sre told finally " It's 5 wh=

ole lot essler to get rid of & boyfriend thesn it is to get him backl!'" How
many Jackie reoders one wonders arc destined for My Weekly in s few yesrs?




two book reviews

FRBDIRICK TGILS ¢ THDT ORIGIN OF THI FAMILY, PRIVATE PROPERTY
AND THT STATH. (Lsurence and Wishsrt).

Women's .Liberstion csnnot be achieved unless that almost
universsl sociasl institution, the nuclesr family, is transcended.
This 1s the conclusion I draw from the line of srgument 3Ingels
sollows in showinz us that monogsmous marrisge srises necesssrily
from the institution of privste property,in turh the - foundation
of the cespitslist mode of production. | | '_

“PThe Origin of the Memily' 1is basically an anﬁhrOpolégiCBl
work inspired by 3ngels' . brillisnt grssp of eémnomiCS snd socio=-
logyr toa, s8and rendered eminently resdsble by his trenchant style:s
‘"The overthrow of mother-right wss the world-historic dcfest of

~ the femele sex". | -
& - @ngels argues 1ndeed thst +the first class oppression was

that of the .femsle by the mesle, snd that only .
as the 'mesns of production incrcased were

" class entsgonisms further 'prolifevatad through
slavery, ani exproPriated peésantry, and the
" establishment of the indusﬁriaim pro1etariat.

~ © To -summsrise £ngélsf -argument might
‘meke some think it ﬁnnadossary. to- read = the
“book i1tsclf; i thereforc limit myseclf to =@
brief quotation summarising that pert of his
anthropological conclusiohé_ which sare signi=-
ficent to the Women's Libebation movement:

. "th: domestiec lsbour of theé womsn no lon- - '"One ‘thing sbout
| it,dear....you

. | don't give up
necessities of 1life by the men." Relh i 1 casilyl"'

‘ger countcd Dbeside théLacquisition of the

Today privatef domestic labour. rcmains
the rule for all wbmgp "with young children, snd - in meny  -re-
spects the institution of merrisgc is cmptier now then ‘It wes
when %ngels wrote his  509k in 1884. Domestic ' labour hes be=-"
come less. signlficant then it was s century. 8gos modern tech—
nologyfpﬁovides-eleptricity and gss for cooking, wsshing sand
hecating, ond even ﬁeél ‘preparation seems ridiculous when the
shelves df supermarkots' sre weighed down “beneath 1nstant foods
of all 'sorts. .The femily hes become : exclusivaly & unit for can -
sumption, for simply. buying the.pr5ahéfé of . &2 coapltelist soclety,
and it fulfills no productive function .spart from the resring ke
of - children. '




&

This so0le remsining socisl function of the womsn, to pro-
duce s8nd resr children, 1is nowsadays o task carried out 1in the
isolation of the private family home, IncréaSed'mdbility means

that - the &extended *family plays 5 far smsller role in sharing
the child-minding burden, 8and many women find thelr soclsl 1inter-
course reduced to converssations with bsbies and toddlzrs. The
bourgecois idesl qu the single family home comprising two sadults
and their 6ne or two offspring grows mo»¢ ‘snd more unbaerable
~ for the individusls comprising it, sanu pertic-
ulsrly the womsne, As H@ngels puts it,.'The word
#emilia did not' originslly signify the idesl of
our modern philistine, which 1s & compound of
seatimentslity ond domestic ~discord,'
'The cmencipstion of womsn will only be pos-
sible when woman cesn take part in production
on 8 large, socisl scslec, s8nd domestic work no
longer claims sanything but sn insignificsnt part
of her timee' Engcls srgués that this is now s
possibility through the developement oOf larga—
scale 1ndustry. This suthor is onc of the brill-
isnt minds of our time, end the women’s”-move-

ment 1s fortunage to have " so fine sn expositor

" of  the naturc of ths problems ’facing """th*e"rh in ﬁ
our _sociepy. The book remains stimulating eond i
'Miss Lulubelle, congroversisl to this day.

with this morn- - Jane.,

ing, the tes T SN + + + + + + + i o
bre?k snd lunch, 5% e Ane & ’ % k 3 L2 el
you've managed .

to get here lste

threce times | |
todey!d! 2 DOWMN AND OUT IN BRITAIN, by Jercmy Ssndford

(Qust published 1in psaperback by New =nglish
Librsry Series, L40p.) | | :
This book, by the suthor .of 'Cathy Come Home', gives us

snother badly-needed-.rude - owskening. It's sn cmotionsl Dbook; it
made. me: ssd, horrified, %ﬁnd vVery sangry. Jeremy Sandfbrd docsn't
just confine his rcsesrch to  the dossers' ' problems, but covsrs
several other groups oOf  €$001@1 misfits'. The book is in six
parts:= Pt.4 'Sleeping fough, and dsys in ° the' kiphousea'.

Pt. 2+ 'Talesl'from - the Nick 'sand +the Bin and the Police

S — e — —— —

courts, ' fes w |
_gpz;i 'Homes for the H omeless' — 3 good cxesmple of the

violence of the stats. I&;think. somec: quotes 1Say"mbre thaﬁ my
words: & homcless mother dcscribing: s dormitory in Part 111 2CC~



ommodation:- 'There's nine women and 'thirty-nine childr:n....there
ar2 two bathrooms between us, ©8nd five +toilets which we hsave 1o
share, and there's one coppe» boiler for esach of us to use',-
this is the way we help people!d The conversation st the end of
th: chapter 1is hard to belicve:= 'We ecan't  help : this fsesmily. They
sr¢ not homelesS.....« 'You know they'me 1living 1in s car, sand.  yet
you w on't call them homeless?' 'Yell, they're not officislly
homeless,. '

F Pt.l4 'Children 1in Csre. Here there arc more <ec¢xsmples of
emotional betterings by the staete in ¢he nsme "help'". Some .of
the suthor's rcasoning in this chspter docs seem to be Tather ..
streined, however; some of these people obviously did need some '
sort of help;- but not the trcatment thst wss handed out 1o
them, ' '

'EE:-@"IH en Unmsrried Mathers' Hostell! The picture giveqf'
is one -of slow improvemecnt, with morc humsnc hostcls and flats
opening up, but so0 meny ore shill run on morslistic,. puﬁ@ti?e
lines, just when 8 womsn nccds  most help. I think'ﬂthcre could
havz "buae more¢ discussion sgbout legsl reform of the stotus of
illegitimste children. | '

Pt.6'The Violencc of the State,'

Although the . book  '1s - often repetitive, 3nad tedds to
jump sbruptly from onc aspeet to oanother, it is essentiosl
reading for anyone concerncd about the people suffering 1n our.

callous society. Quote from the book:='" Yet the state 1is odr
creation. Ve must lesrn %0 bust 4t,'’
It's sn emotionsl book; it msde me ssd, horrified and

______—_—--_-_-—-——_—————————_-—_*

MORE JAM, JUT® AND JOURNALISM - AND OTHIR COMMENTS:

Bvery town 1in Britsin probsbly pridcs itseclf on hewy-
ing ‘the country's worst locsal peper; herc in Dundee we Dbosst
lugubriously of D.C,Thomson's  Couricr,(whence we extracted the .
cartoons which. dccoraste this issuc of the newsheet), 1its retsrdecd
little brother, thec ZAvening Telegraph,. snd the egreglous Sunday
Post, which. runs en interminsble series -of cartoons and srticles
against Socisl Security clasimsnts, who are  sll :living 1in 1idle
luxury ond ruining the country, end ~frisoncrs, who 2all enjoy
colour T.V., ham-asnd-eggs, snd regalsr wecekend lesvejy this ‘inter-
spersecd with Granny's meswkish reminescences of the Good 0l1d. Days,
when "the Homely Virtucs were instilled with- plenty of  Homely

Violencc.




A recent advert. in the Courier cleaimed that its women
rcaders prefer the adse to the 'editobials} this 1s scarcely to

be wonderecd at, as the latter, ‘which “patroniSihgly assume o9 Vveyy
low intelligence on the part of the reader;'éré' monotonously
antli-immlgrant, onti-Trade Union, pro-Rhodesisa, and Lét-thééArmy-
shoot-First—in-Ulster. | |

In defence of the Courier, let it be sald, 1t ecarries no
semi-nude glsmour-picturcs to boost sales, but this scems to stem

- from » deep-rooted puritsnism. 'Sex' gets 1little coversge; even

Longford snd Whitehouse hsardly mske 1its sober hesdlines; and the
Correcspondence Column seldom werms beyond 1lively controversy 2s

to Who Ssw the First - WhAlte Blackbird. :

Women's Lib hss been loudly. ignorcd by our  loeal press,

but last weck they cloariy cnjoycd BSSOEiating the dcfendsants

in the” Angry Brigadec trisl w ith WeL., (Booby prize to the first
paper to produce a+ cortoon of a well-bressted .girl . whipping
off her brs to reveal two bombsi-) -

from the Sunday Post,10/12/1972;
" - e | =
My husbsnd doesn't give me a penny more house~keeping

ndw',ﬁhéﬁ he did 14 .years 880. Yet his wagée has more than

doubled in that time. Is there eny way s wifc c¢an compel her
husband togive hcer an adequatc sollowance to . to feed send clothe
her and the dhildren?"
Answer:—-" Not reelly. A husbaﬁd is e@titled, to decter-
mine . the standsrd of 1living of the family;" ' . o
N et s ee e IR e

Msrge Proops,(Sundsy Mirror 10/12/1972) writes "...But -did

~you know thet if o merried womsn wsnts to be fitted with en

intra-uterine device, she hss to gct +the written permission of
her husband? - | Tt
Doctors,_though not legally bound to do _sozsﬁlmost always

¥

insist on & husbsnd's nsme on ‘the dotted line. Doctors sre sd-
vised to get s husbéhd'é"signaturo bécause hc 1s_¢onsidered to
have the right to the oppartunity of fathering.,dhildren.
Fighting this "unfair, if ﬁnwriften, rule, 1s _Dr. Jsnet

Croft, of the: Netionsal Codncil‘ of Womeh, who says,."I am -agalnsk
this form of consent. It's not necessary for any other contra-
ceptive, so ‘why for sn IUD? A  single, divorced .ofa separsted
woman csn heve the coil fitted without éonsun£; :Why no}u:herL
married sister? " r ' B R

The Coumricr,(28/11/1972), carriecd o news itecm sabout o



w oman who killed her 14-month-old son. She had trled to have
herself sterilised sfter the birth of her fourth child; her
husbsnd refused permission. Pregnant sgsin, she sapplied for s
legal sabortion; her husbsnd withheld consent. Since the bsby's
death, her husbsnd -has ‘'‘chenged his mind,' sand she hss been -
sterilised. ' I "R ' '

A few yesrs sgo the Dsily Record hesdlined the
story of a middle ~-sged womsn -who urgently 'needed 8 hysterect-
omy for-rmedicsl resesons, send could not have it, becsuse her
husband hsd deserted her, s&nd could not be trsced to give his

consent.

According to- M. Proops, we sre now categorls:d by _the
sdvertissrs as- Stern Bespcctacled Brunettes Resding High—-Brow
Weeklies. If the H B W  in question wass this weck's Sunday
Timeserver,(10/42/72), we lesrn that Mi's, Oppenheim, (Conservative
M.P., for Gloucester),"dismisses the militent members of Women's
~Lib as Dbigoted, strident snd ill—informed..;....Her idesal womsn
treins for s job, works, gets married, brings up her children,
~retralns, goes back 1o work.....:,in other words, whet she's d@ﬁu
'hersélf. Mrs. O. says she 1is tatslly dominéted by her husband,
snd likes it that way. - ' ' | . . bt 5

Lest word to The Pope;—- "....Women's Liberstion did .not
lie in formel snd msterisl cquslity ‘with men, but in recognis--
ing women‘*s specific 9nd essentisl role: the voestion of becomingt
s mother," (Observer, 10/12/72. )

EDUCATICK - OR INDOCTRINATION ¢

We notice thatfthe Queen (Sunday:Eost, Nov. 26th) gives s whole
hour o day.tdmher children. Doubtless she had s simllar bsby book
to the one I wss given before I hsed my first child (in London). It
soid in its timetsble for the dsy '4 -~ 4.30pm - plsy with bsby....' *
I could not imagine tsking such o thing seriously now, two bsbles
later/ Children sre not credited with sny knowledge of thelir own .
beasic needs - even something as bssic a8 hunger. I csn see the

young mother, with her first baby, reslly trying to follow this
book to the letter. Waking the baby up et 6sm(!) for orsnge julce.
Feeding her precisely every four hours - and you still get doctors
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doctors who say 'Let her wait, let her cry, shut the door on her if
you cen't stsnd.it' ie. ignore. your own very'pPOper feelings.— And e
"restrieting pley and love and communlcetlon, 8 very 1mportent part
tof & child's grOW1ng up, to 8 81ngle set helf-hour. Or is it that 1f
it wesn't mentioned in ‘the book, the poor mite might be ignored
altogéther except for feeding end chenglng9 Either wey, the impli-
cations sre repcllant. o U

‘This lesds me on-to gquote from s book that should be of inter-
est to osny mother who cslls herself o llbbrtquﬁn - snd many others
too. It's called 'The Free Fsmily' by Jesn snd Paul Ritter. ( My '
editiod.~.1959 - is out of print, but I hesr thet this book hes |
been reprinted snd added to récently - Ishould be glad of informet— |
ion sbout the new cdition.) To continue: théy say ( Chepter 1 )

'Our sttitude offers vastly more freedom then it is customary
to offer to children; for it is the tradition to interfere es g
matter of course st birth, with7breestfeeding3ﬁtaking neurisment
in general, sleeping, wsshing, dressing, and‘wherever else possible.
'The notion thst & child is not capable of Judgement, end must have
its life regulated from without, hss 1ns1d10usly grown 1nto lew- X
the child must be trsined; trained on the further essumptlon thet
sdults kmow what is right or wrong,,oWe Pecommend the principle —,
of selfreguletlon - 9s possibls,. efflcient and plessureble. : ¥ d

I have found - by trisl and error st flrst ol thet ‘I om moregf”]'
" relsxed snd the children sre more relsxed if they are allowed to '
play/eat/slecep as far as possible when they went end what they |
want. This book stays mostly w: thin the eonflnes ﬁf the nueleer
femily; but it does sn smszing smoun't of overturning.ef oue s,
concepts of whet chlldren cen do., S e e
| | | Again,the c¢hi ld is not credlted W1th eny

PARENTs'NOT g ‘1nn8te knowledge of how to 1earn,.by many
ALLOWED I ' homes or by most sehools Actuelly, young

PAST THIS children sre voracious learners, Just wotch
ey i, 8 baby beglnnlng to walk, and llsten to his
' ” o vocebulery incresse.

When they first go- tolschool meny chlldren are. upset for weeks, To'
swart W1th 'stete schoollng is compulsory.—Thls mey seem an. elem—
entery p01nt but to the child 1t mesns literally thet at any one
time he/she is supposed to be d01ng one psrticulsr thing,snd hss

no choice -sbout what he does - in most schools,anyway. (Is it sur-
prising thst”menypeeple, and cspeclslly girls, grow up unwilling -
and indeed uneble—;hevinghed very'littleprectice—fto.meke
decisions effeeting their own lives?)



The_child is_cxpected_to_conform_to_the school systems @
'One hesrs of kids not slceping well st night because they fesr o strict
new teacher, or becsuse they worry ebout low marks snd bnd exsm rcsults.
OhéFhesrs of kids eruﬁting into violeénce ‘in the¢ playground after yet
another frustrating , wosted seven hours st school' (Yes, sll within
my'éXﬁeriencé.) 'Children sre subjécted to rigidly suthoritarisn
téachers,'to religioas and moral indoctrination, to a series of boring
and irrelevenf lectures on subjects for the most part not of their
”own choice,‘snd all thié in the prison-=like structurc of s box¥sh9ped
CIBSé-rdém, where they may be crowed in with 3%9 other kids ...iﬁ-the
institution of the School itself, with its monotony of petty routine
and rules snd regulstions...which for msny is totslly sgsinst their
will. '(Deens Jefferys in Ret Myth snd Magic)

- This does not of course meske for relsxed lesrning snd indeed cen
'be ésituation of great stress for a child. | |

A very general attitude to schoolchildren is

shown in 2 rccent report (GlaSgow Hersld) from
the National Associstion of Schoolmasters., I
quoté egsin: 'Childrcen from snti-suthoritsrisn

or exessively permissive homes sre likely to be

bilities snd cespacities for lesrning' (!) Nothing to do with the school
of course. Ncw teacheré"may well relate the child's difficulties to
their own lack of experience' »ut -oh, no, accurding to this report it's
not the tescher's fault, or the school's, or the cducstionsl set-up,
but the ineffective bringing-up by the parents, who sare therefobe
blamed for classroom snd plsyground violence., The exsrsordinsry thing
is thst nowhere in the report is corporsl punishment - officisl
control by violence,very widely used especislly in Scotland - eveﬁ
mentioned. The children sre obviously supposed to need more dilsclpline,
More restrictions - wheress the root of the trouble
lies in too much control snd too little understsnding.
This_society does_not _know_how to let pepple

T D G e D S S— G S— V— Rt i e i i i A e —

‘learn - our concept of educstion snd the role of

e e — —

thesqhdoichild-—-againa;stereotype—is VETY nNarrow
and restricted one - this is not educetion! -

PR oy + + e b e +

The sbove is actuallyconsiderably'shortened, slthough 1t may not
look it! However it ssys something of what I feel - Alison.
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TH. 3 _ROL%Z OF WOMEN IN TH % . REZVOLUTION @

- . — .

(. Bxcerpt from s . longer srticle we would. have liked . to: have
ineluded in:. fulle..e.q...but. spsce :1s shortd) . - ..
Because :Ww;omen sare an - oppressed caste, hclpless, 1solsted,

ond besr the brunt of . the 1incresse 1in. the cost. of 1living sand

the -misery of bad housing and so-csalled welfsre ond soclsl se-
on & loesl pe;ghbourhood basls, far more. thsn men . do.

But they won't do 1t spontsneously, they must be shown
in prectice how 1t works. Not by settling in 2o . neighbourhood

curity, they _peed. to get together 1in groups - for: mutusl . 2id,

-all together 1n e hilppy commune which w culd be obviously bil-
~zarre. end not for normsl people~ one has to stsrt from where

people s8re, not  from where onec 1imsgines they are or ought to

be. Threec .or four snsrchists,: living outwordly normsl livés—
.4n,. digs, femilles, -end :so0 on, could act ss g ferment 1ln =

q'heighbourhood 1f +they were prepsred for s long snd rsther boring

stege of. prepesrstion. First getting to know thelr ncighbours,
Joining 1local soclal groups,. clubs and so on; talking to people
in . the 1locsal pubs. If merried with children, getting to know

.the other mums, attending Jjumble sales, oand getting jobs 1in lo-—

cal factories, etc. Then start some communal effort,. : preferably
with some - nonanarchists  1ln - from -thc beginning, but this: 1is not
necessary. Eg. toke over an empty shop (either ot 1low rent be-

~ ‘couse ‘‘sbout %o be demolished, or free for same reason), Or Use

s ‘'room 1n ones own fhﬁuéc, and eoll it s mutusl-sid club; for
exchenging jumble, helping old people or overburdecned mothers

- with shopping, 1OQKihg after children, 'plﬂy ‘groups; informal
youth club, “%nything thst might fill s 1ldesl néed., From there
‘one could b¥ench out into 8ll sorts ' of things;  ¢g. sn adven-—
* ture pleyground, taking over wof streets from cars and lorries

by orgsnising berricsdes osnd so on; a8 communsl restaursnt; a8 co—
operative ecraft centré or shop where things' can be bartered with—
out hsving to psy VAT. Tsking :over empty hous:s for homeless
people could becume s resl beginning of sn snarchist commune if
it hed a firm local wasse ‘and ' resident snsrchist group'bn'

the " spoty, I mean 1living nesr enough :to psrticipste 1in the dsily
life,  not “Just on e8ll "to fight +the bsiliffs, I would suggest
also. cultivating gerdens sand even tsking over sllotments; home—

- grown ‘¥égs sare ‘mich better snd ‘chesper. I know 'this kind of

thing ‘will not 'eppesl to 8 good meny snerchists; they will
find it teme compsrecd with bashing Ffascists or bsttling the po-

lice; but meking a8 revolution is 1like cooking — the pot tskes
- t : 11 a | i :
longer O warm p than to boil over ANNE VOGEL.



Y2 AT A BOVUT TN W o R;K:E RBY : ‘E’P
H istoricelly the' libertarian' left 1in  this- --ecuntry hes beacn

lsrgely made up Of the conscienee-stricken middle~ class - rather
than working pcoplc.  This is 1n striking contrast to meny “:other
countries— for 1insténce, most of westorn Burope:s The position  of
the women's movement in +this country ( end from whet little I
know of 1t, on America too) besrs some parsllels. |

- I should ssy .8t once that therec 1is nothing wrong with
this .ag a)you have to start somewhere b)you. need some kind of
consclilence to recognisec the oexistence of "exploitstion ¢)I myself
am one suchd There will slways be exccecptions, eges Msy Hobbs . snd the

__-Fakenhmmn_women, but the R general point holds. | .

One of the biggest reasons for the gulf snd 1ts self-per—
‘petustion 1s the abllity osnd wish to express ' onesclf.  intellectuslly.
An antli-intellectusllism sometimes going #8s far as nihilism- cen
be very . temoting for either the conscience-stricken intellectusls
or 'self-msde' w orking people. This shows, I +think, 1n ‘the 1lstter
part of the Oxford 'eollective' cditorial ,in ‘Newsheet 14— throwing
out the bsby w ith the bathwater. ., . i

| This how ever 1s 1nternsl argumcent,in. my opinion, bssed
oq, hangups from the paest. The crucisl: :problem 1s the fact that
',tﬁg most articulate are.  often the, least c¢xploited, 'snd: vice :verss.
T‘achers_ fall into  the first category, lavstory : clcasners into
'thQrwsccond. In the .case of women +the -shift towsrd. the  bottom end
ié"accenfuated by 1the relstdvely few in high pgsitions.

2T am assuming slgeneﬂal, but ccrtalnlv not total, concur-

rence among resders of the LWNN thet it is both desirsble and
necessary for s libertsrisn revolution ‘thét the sclf- activity and
‘theoretical 'awarenéss of 8ll w orklna péople' be uncoureged to the
”'P01nt where our encnuﬂﬂgempnt is'vnot needed. Mow® There is mo
eesy énswérexééﬁt to keep plugg;ng away With ~stuff that. we con-—
sider both reqdﬂble énd relevent éndv to mbe' prepared 'to alter
our concepts of therse two qualities .88 necéssary;At the ssme
time' we must avold th@ﬂﬂngers .oL, the;_éingle- sentence paragraphs
of th- 'CO&PlP”'—tYpG of paper, gg@_at the other extreme the -
foultd of s paper' like the' Trotskylst 'Red Wlag, which is com—
pletely jargbniSﬁd Somewhere in be tween lies the 1lsnguage »=nd art—
icles we should sim' for._Nor ,is this necossarily restrictive; 1t
‘Gen 1include a populist' spproach—-tOpicsl issues put over 1in s
chstty' wey we found this worked quite well in our  Aberdeen
P=glded scandal-sheot, the Wighting Mouse , which 1is still going;—
or 1t e8n also include s well—written theoretSCBl journsal.
i ' g5 o (abbréviated) MIK® MALRT.



I beg your Eardon, but will you kindly step outside for a moment ?

I realise that internal accuaations and counter-accusations are distasteful
to anyone not directly involved. It is with reservation that I send in this
letter for publication in the Newsheet, but since statements and implications have
been made which are untrue, I feel I must refute them. A week after recieving
Newsheet No.ll, I am still very angry, but anger will not take the form of
unfounded attack on my unknown attacker.

To take comments one by one from the section "Libertarian Womens Newsheet
No.1ll", on the 3rd page :-

1. "...de're sorry about the delay in br1ng1ng it out, but didn't q“t the
address list (etc)...till after the theor2tical day of production...”

In case, in the context of what followed, this was understood to mean that I
had not sent the stuff to Oxford on time, I can state that it was all posted on
Tuesday, before the weekend of production, first class. It was sent to Anna
Livingstone, and not to Gill Andrews, at their request. The date of production
had been agreed by the people from Oxford, at the meeting of libertarian

women in October, and confirmed by Anna at the National Conference on Nov 5th.
The Newsheet has been useful as an information sheet ,mainly because it has
come out regularly, Of course I know what it's like trying to produce it in the
middle of lots of other things,all of which weach crisis point the weekend the
Newsheet is to be produced. There's no blame in that ... but don't try and
imply that one of the causes was my not getting the stuff to Oxford in time.

2. .."un11ke Ros Nathan none of us is a mcmber of thze Organisation of

Revolutionary Anarchists - nor arz many of the women who subscribe to this hewsheet.
lany of us have no wish to join an Qrgan1sat1on of any sort."

I don't know where to start with this one, as its got all sorts of nasty implications
but doesn't say anything I can argue logically with. I can start out by pointing

out that I have always openly said that I am a member of ORA - in the very first
meeting at the Manchester Conference at which the Newsheet was born, in the
libertarian womens meetings,and in the ‘ideas I have written in the Newsheet.

The Newsheet was produced with the explicit reason of combining a newsheet
with a discussion sheet - of course I'm going to say what I think in it ! In fact
I have only come to think as I do now by thinking about what other women have
said in the Newshcet,and by clarifying my own ideas in reaction to others!.

I think the main nasty implication in the above quote is that it implies
that I have been using the Newsheet to get people to join an organisation in an
underhand way. As it happens ,I believe I am not guilty of this horrendous crime.

The whole thlng really hlnges on the emotive,underlined,capital-lettered word ,

"Organisation”. ,
I have a certailn view of the world.l share mueh of this view with a number of

other people around England,in Scotland and in Wales. We are all the Organisation
of Revolutionary Anarchists. I want to take action on the things which my ideas
lead me to believe are necessary to change in this society. I want to change how
things are, and other people's ideas of how things should be, eg. I want to
destroy capitalism, the power of the people with money, the family etg, I also want
to change people's ideas of what women are like.f{and thus incidentaly what men
are like). To be more effi ‘cient in changing things, I want to learn what works and
what doesn't; where my ideas are unclear; whether the things I want are possible
to achieve, and if so, how.

The most effi.cient way of doing this is to discuss my ideas and actions with
as many people as possible. To discuss with both  those who don't agree with..

" my ideas, and those that do. I also want to discuss, and think ahout their ideas
and actions. So we have arranged (organised) to produccra regular bulletin -not
unlike this Newsheet - with news,ideas,discussion, analysis, etc: we meet to
further this, and to take descisions on action (eg.to agree to help each other in
a particular campaign): we produce a magazine to discuss our ideas more fully: we
are hoping to produce a newspaper to fet our ideas out to people who haven't come
across them before.

We have no leaders, we are aiming at forming a cohesive network organised in
a libertarian way. Production of the various newsheets, etc, is moved round from




group to group and descisions are taken collectively (through the internal bulletin
and at conferences). Of course this doesn't all work with no mistakes,no left-overs
from the conditioning we have recieved in this capitalist,sexist,racialist,hierarchical
hierarchical society ... but we're damn well trying to create between us an organisst
organisation which develops its activity through understanding what is happening in
society,and which is aware of the way its own organisation works ...so that our
activity is effiecient in changing this society, because we are capable of learnin-
from each other and from others who don't agree with us.

Many of us live in collectives, in trying to combat the nuclear famil y,:se"1sm
and property hang-ups in our own lives - but also so that we are more effecti-- “v
working politically, and linking personal and - political.

- .

L] J 'l g '

So much for the scare word "organisation'". Now, the question of whether I have
tried to get people to join in an underhand way . I have written to people about
ORA, when they have requested information. I have siad things in the Newsheet which
many people in ORA would agree with. This was ohviously done with the intention ef
convincing people to my way of thinking, or at least to get them intercsted in my
ideas. It's what everyone does , and certainly what the Oxford women, an.i every °
other woman who has contributed ideas to the Newsheet, has done.

However, I have included in the Newsheet all articles I have been soat (except
one which I discussed with women at the second libertarian meeting, ar. '+ was
decided that it would be left out as it was factually incorrect and misleading.)
Many of the articles, and letters have been in clear and absolute aritagorism to
my own ideas .. eg. articles pro radical feminism, pro angry brigade, etc, I have
put in plugs for literature from ORA, but also plugged demonstrations for the Stoke
Newington Eight (which I have reservations about), and pamphlets with which I
strongly disagreed. It is noticable that the Oxford Newsheet contained articlas,
letters and cartoons that they agreed with, and that they returned other articles t»
me .

3. "e also repudiate ORA's insidious takeover of the word libartarian.."...
Bullshit !(Sorry, but I'm angry. ) Many, but not all ,of the people in ORA now
callthemselves libertdpian communists. We have a clear defenition of what this
means. We adopted the phrase from Ida Mett,Nestor Makhno,and Piotr Archinov, who
called themselves libertarian communists in opposition to Leninism, in 1926.They
had taken part in the Russian Revolution, but were exiled for their opposition to
the hierarchical organisation of the Leninists. What dces the word libertarian
mean to you ?

4...".the Libertarian Monthly, and even though they're generously devoting a
whole half-page to so subsidiary a subject as “lomens Libzration .."

Actually the paper will be called 'Libertaian Struggle',I*n was plugged on the
back of Newsheet No.1l0, in a véry obscure way, because looking at it again I se=
that one could read it and think that it meant what is suggested in the quote above,
To explain :"the newspaper is being written by eveyone in ORA who feels that the
newspaper is important, and who has committed her/himself to Writing a certain
amount each month.It's up to each of us to say how much we can cope with. The
women in ORA said we woul-d commit ourselves to at least half a page-worth of
articles and news specifically on women,.,If this isn't enough, criticise us, not
ORA - there no chauvenistic ORA' males limiting the amount to be included !

We proposed that the half-page is not put as a seperate and special place,
labelled "womens half-page/section/hideaway', but that the articles are dispersed
throughout the newspaper - as we believe that the womens struggle is intrinsic and
inseperable from revolutiondy struggle.

5.ee ..We also HATE another ORA tendency - JARGON"...
Just a list of points,@s I don't want to drag this out, bit cannot let the lies,
(mistakes ?) g0+ .o

a) we have no member in Notting Hill. Who did write it ? Is there a name or
address ?

b)With reference to jargon - the class/caste article I wrote may have appeared
to you to be jargon-filled and masturbatory. It was a serious attempt to analyse
and understand Selma James' ideas, Radical Feminism, and the Womens Movement, and
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was put in to provoke reaction, discussion, etc. Does the fact that the only -
reaction it received was this old-style smear * mean that you can't answer the

points you disagree with ? (* so much for the view that sisters don't go in
for old male-agressive politics !) ,
A lot of 'jargon' words ere used with .. the pecple who are trying to

communicate meaningdifferent things by'them. I had noticed that the word
"class" was being used by different people in ways which showed that the meaning
of the word differed. I was trylng to clarify thought by clarifying what I
thought the word meant, and using the werd "caste" where the word class was

not appllcable as I had defined it. This was not an academic exercise. What the
hell is the point of doing lots of things without first thinking of why they are
being done, and what they are supposed to achieve ? Thus, while taking part in
activity, I reckon you should_zgx to understand the reasons for it,and evaluate
1ts successes and failures in the light of this. So, unless you're trying to work
out whether women are part of a socialist revolution,or whether the socialist
revolution can be brought about by women alone, or'whether the change in the role
v _of'women has notblng to. do with socialism and the destruction of capitalism, what
is' the point of d01ng thlngs ? Apart, that is, of doing it to satlsfy your owr
personal needs - this' is a perfectly valid reason, but shouldn't be confused -

with being revolutionary. R
s Ma
athaon :

since, to be honest, we think thls is rather long alresdy, we 've
decided to restrict other comments to what will go on this psper ,
provided by Ros. We think she's reading some unnecesssary implicstions
into the bxford'editoriel, BUT they should take into sccount thst Ros
hss done @ lot of the work on the previous issues of this newsletter.
We (Alison end Uns) are libertariens sout as of now we don 2 identify

with ORA, we see our women S group as more directly relevent to us,
and certainlyfall the women who aré helping with this 1ssue are: ‘not

liberterlans. Looking a8t the sadress list it seems thset elthough this
newsletter was-sterted by ORA' women, it msy be that it is now pleaying
sn importent role in ecommunicetion between locsl Women's Liberstiom
groups, whose members sre not all libertarisns. (sny comment?)

Ne are glad to have Ros’ statement sbout women news 1in the ORA
geper, which we did have our reservetlons ebout (Are there reelly no
chsuvinistic ORA msles? Perhsps they src an 1mprovment on certeln
contributors to Freedom!) | 3 .

A We think irrltetlons should be elred, enyWey.
Frakas | Fhisd: Alison end Une.“

LATTIR on the ssme subject:
Desr Sister,
To stert with, let me declsre my biss ss I sm 8 member of
ORA. The Newsheet 1s 3 coordinstioh shect for libertarisn women, toO
inform autonomous groups of 1nd1v1duels of ectiv1t1es and also to
sct os & forum in which to discuss our differing idesas, this is sure-
1y what libertsrian meens. ORA rcepresents one specific tendsncy within

»
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(entd) within libertarisnism ,ie. revolutionary libertarian socislism,
Other libertsrisns hsve cqual opportunity to propsgste their own idess
but let's hsve the debate rationslly shd politically.

Jturthermore I would doubt that the quoted extract was written by
sn ORA 'brother' especislly ss the West London group of which I am 8
mepber has no members in Notting Hill.
} Apsrt from this I thought the issue was good.

"

i vyours in sisterhood
Denise Kibble.

e

We slso received 8 letter from 8slly Bavsge, strongly supporting
Ros snd repesting some of the points made in her srticle. We haven't
printed this becsuse we couldn't be sure of getting some illegible.

parts right - sorry.

AR S R SR + + o+ + + + + + + PR R
" " i 1" i U o " " " i i " " " "
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This Xmss bumper issue Was put together by Allson, Une, Jene,
Kate snd Mike, any confusion being sdded by the seven . Kids.,t
Cost: £4 from subs, plus our contributions. ©No. 13 will be
produced in York, not st New Year but on Jan. 27th, Ros says.
By the wsy, we've found her Notes on Production in no. 10 very.

helpful ="snd producing this,very good practice! .
+ -+ + 4 E +  + + -+ + "+ e + LR

T A:I,L P e i0 8 L™ from our locsl paper egein..;;;.
confusing ambltlon with sbility "

+ Conversstion from & Dundee evenlng cless mhen an eldorly

womsn  presented herself for 1nstruotlon on woodwork.
Instructor -"And what have you set your mind on msking?"
Pupil-to-be ="A nest of tsbles for my sitting-room."
Instructor -"Hsve you any experience of this sort of worko"
Pupil - "None at all.". : . | | _
Instructor -"Then might I. suggest -you stert off W1th 8

~ perch’for - the_budgle?ﬂ

;-
SR

(Try resading this seversal times..;.Whew{)



