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ADDRESSES — additions and corrections marked &
We’re putting this in again because it's important - Alison.

CLAIMANTS UNIONS AND UNSUPPORTED MOTHERS •
Kate,25 Powic Square (basement), London W11(CU) . • i A
Jo,Sally and Jenny, ;8,St Mark's Rise,London E8. ■' ■" '
Pauline Gift,—66 Ivdri Road,. Sparkbrook, Birminlgarn.
Tessd Forester,(moving soon)102 Newcastle St,Silverdale,Newcastle-u-

WOMEN’S HEALTH
Amanda Bennett, 3,Belmont Rd, London SW4 ( 01-622-8961 ) .
Dinah Rawlings, 8 The Court,Buryfield, Guildford,Surrey. 
Tessa Forester- see CUs.

Lyne.

i
» 
I

ABORTION AND CONTRACEPTION 
Amanda Bennett-see W,Health-runs a pegnanc# advisory service.
Pauline Gift-see. CUs. ■’

• * . I , ' 'fl

Jill Walker, 14 Clare Rd, Levenshulme,Manchester 19.

(01 -492-1 80)
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Women's Aid,2,

t

Lane,Leeds 4.
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Belmont Terrace, London WLj,
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WOMEN'S HOUSES AND COOPERATIVE HOLIDAYS
Suzette Sorrell, 39 Balderton Flats,Brown Hart Gardens,London W1 
Chiswick
Pauline Gift-see GUs.

CHILDREN’S BOOKS
Lee Sanders, 71 St Annes

STRUGGLE AGAINST WOMEN
Suzette Sorrell-see Women's Houses
Marion McCartney, 21 d Pearson Rd, Hull, Yorks
Ros Nathan,29 Cardigan Rd,Leeds 6

WOM'EN IN MENTAL HOSPITALS AND PRISONS 
Suzette Sorell-see above
Kate -seeCUs
Marion McCartney-see above

EDUCATION
Jill Walker-see Abortion + Contraception
Alison Malet—see below.

...t .■

SQUATTING . V ' '
Gill Andrews, 47 Great Clarendon St,

UNSPECIFIED INVOLVEMENT .■
Jenny Laney, 8, Nightingale Lane, S.Clapham, London SW12
Caroline Charlton, % Elm Rd, London SW14—
Margaret Dudley, 26 Wodeland Ave(is this right?),Guildford,Surrey. 
Denise Kibble, 1, Fray's Court, Victoria Rd, Uxbridge, Middx.
Sarah Lutman,8, Grove Terr, Canterbury, Kent, ■
Janet Northey, 16 Adelaide St, Stonehonse Plymouth.
Marilyn Porter, 21 , Canynge Rd,Bristol, /.
Ellen Malos, Garden Flat Basement, 1” Apsley Rd, Bristol 8. ■<
Cathy Maguire, Marine Biological Station,Portaferry,Co. Down,Lreland. 
Sally Bavage, Flat 3, 35 Richmond Rd, Leeds 6
Judy Wheeler,.. 10 Crescent Rd,Plaistow,London El 3.
Liz Willis, Flat 1 , 24 Muirhouse Park,Edinburgh 4» / z *
Hazel McGee,•Hillcrest Farm,Hicks Mill,Bissoe,nr Truro,Cornwall. 
Maggie Woolley,100 Janefield St,Glasgow, (could you give, us any info 

about Glasgow,as we didn't
Alison Malet ,1 ,Lynnewood Place ,Dundee. contact .you?)
Anna Livingstone,25, Walton Well Rd,Oxford .
Una Stephenson(not now Turnbull)60, Findowrie Place,Fintry,

I » *•

Any sisters who may be"in Scotland are hereby invited 
to visit us, Una and Alison, at 1, lynnewood Place,on
New Year's Eve. Or any other time.'
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a discussion group since the beginning
There is a fairly wide spectrum of opinion within the group, and
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Now let me 
what did I
the typewriter ■

under?
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to break down our
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The Dundee group has existed
of 1 972.7 '

• ' • ’ ; . "A u.

individual members are also involved in the local Conservation Society,the 
Claimants Union, and the Anarchist Group. So far we have concentrated 
mostly on 'consciousness-raising' within the group, but we have .also given 
out leaflets to University students, organised a jumble sale to raise funds 
and have met or plan to meet fer discussion with several political and non- 
poli.tocal groups within the town.We have also agreed
to publicize and collect signatures for the nation-
wide petition against the replacement of Family
Allowances by tax credits paid to the father, 
group includes student and non-s.tudent member
mainly the latter; and some of us who have young

V

children try to meet with our kids on other days
from group
isolation..

i ’ ’ ; ’
v +

S T. A N D R 3 W S
We have been- in existence 8S

1970; the group is mostly university members, but 
I

there are some towswomen also.We have q working 
core of approximately 12 members, but the number 
varies from meeting to meeting, - ■ . - 1

Achievements so far:
Spring '70: Charities Campaign: Women's Liberation 
disrupted the crowning of the Charities Queen,and 
tried to have a member infiltrate the Charities 
organisation,
Fighting Discrimination: Jobs:-
firms "’which discriminate against

9
i- i.

the . Jobs far ® rsdaa<tes
Advertising: writing to

- sexist attitudes in
were- partially successful, 

•• ’ J 9

-Women: we produced
of £60 which was sent to the 

___________ ’Week:. produced and distributed
and r contraception, which was very much
1 972;1 ) British Bir th__Con trol Campaign:.
started a St. Andrews branch of the

* • • • •

« r • . . .

ceptives and their availability in Fife 
order to produce 8 leaflet for distribution.

with a certain degree- of sucess.
writing to

, wj.ir.en in
» •

directory.
advertisers to

• 1 *

their
. in 197K

a .leaflet and . made 8
IPPC. ...

 • J . .

information on abortion 
appreciated.
a group of members has

BCC. A survey of
is being carried 

Informs tion

♦
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and leaflet

of theEDINBURGH^ aOne

a Rents Action
in this

action is to support tenants’ 
a situation where”it.This is

common struggle, 
not substitute

in prospect*
the leftist

stake,
in a

Large numbers of 
pay the increases.

is continuing,
at :rent collection

run by all
Contributions

on Womens'Lib,

play. They
having to

sue, men often 
says', and

* •

living: is at 
We are also

groups
contraception,

Corporation into
adequate facilities,
Petitions end questionaires 
anised. Another small group 

on the getting-to-know-you, 
raising level.
EDINBURGH TENANTS STRUGGLE

sity, 1Oth-17th January 
exhibition, speaker

are 8 foot to con-

is running a
trying to
providing

and advertising
are being org- 
is starting off,

% •

consciousness

action ,
clearly

confront "rent
a reduced

fr • •

on the
other's homes, 

down our usual

are the ones who
make ends meet on

*

mutter a non-commital *H - - . ' • * «
women set the pace. Knowing

they C8n evince a 
position
• f

estates

a. questionaire,
3)- _VrDr^Project*_ This aims to 
about V.D. Speaker

Liberation Week: groups in
Womens' Lib.- Poster 
prospect), and Forum.

Sarah Turnbull.

averaging £1 per week,
Finance Act(satirically
s’) came into effect in 
housing estates(the parts

see) on November 20th. 
tenants are refusing to
The campaign of • resistance 

canvassing, leaf lets,. pickets 
street- snd factory-gate-meetings. Moves 
All-Edinburgh Tenants* Association into 
to unite workers and tenants

under
known

Edinburgh'^ council 
the tourists don't

talking to people at shops
• «

isolation and gives us a
I • •

being stuck
ings in each
vans, break

solidarity which we need.
News of similar action in other parts

would be welcome, bringing home the fact that
• * • •

fighting alone

to organise
• V

for most of our

country
not

have a key role 
collectors, as well

* *** • • • • • a> * • ♦ , •••••« k .s 
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budget. On this is-
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to see what the wife 
* * ♦ . a

family's standard- of 
degree of 'militancy.
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day-to-day struggle, 
lives. Block meet-

and shop-
sense of 
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from 15, Hooard Place, St. Andrews.
2) Camgsigb__SS^inst__ x£22osed__0hanges__in__yafnily__Allowances.. In conn
ection with the Child poverty Action Group, members are producirg 

data to be assimilated for a possible leaflet.- 
increase awareness and
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Has. anyone any ■ objections to the Newsshee t ibe ing sent to
PPA, for them to use Newssheet contents'(no t*<addresses) as news ? -----

• • t . / t . • - *Z- • • • .x . • . • '• - * . - t'. ' ti 4 • - * . • ./ . •
- • • 4 - • ‘ . • . . . ■ . . . .1. * • •. .• • • . < •, - / . • • , f • • • •

4 • * •

---- PEOPLE’S press agency.
* • • * t • * * • * ■ • *• ‘ * » • • * * * *

♦ • *; • * | . t »

The agency & the news service.it will provide will not. be the property 
be created for. & by all those whose op- 
or misrepresented by the press, television 
libertarian & left, activists, trade union

women’s liberation groups,

• • • / *-*••*♦. • •
* f>F ;

on psychology 6)childrens' 
the country 8). references 

probably sounds good,-but
Womens' Center "  

university
right next
force, it

no less.') It's probably
Solidarity,

sends us a newspaper
in St.. Louis,

this<
-

• ..
I >4 ,

Center, and though ?t 
a nun on the admin-

• * * • • - -• r

• • • • ' ♦

PLUG

of any political group: it will
■inions &• activities are ignored
& radio. - for example, Marxist,
ists,; unofficial strikers, black people, women's liberation groups, squat- 

r' , ' ’ • " i ;
ters, claimants, the pqpj^, &. people struggling for liberation in Ireland, 
Vietnam, Africa,.the Middle East, & other areas of the world. .

It is hoped that the agency will support itself from subscriptions,
but there will be star ting-costs of around £200. Any contribution to 

these costs will be welcome; but this is not as importtant as active par tic- **•-*•• >
ipaftion, The agency will be operating by the end of the year, -Please write 
trf’^f'e/o Inside Story, 3 Belmont Rd., London S.W. 4,

M •

service.it
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WOM.3N CLASS OR CASTS

* .

yes.I can 
later what 
about'.

9 

i 

t

i 
i

.f

argu-
8 class

X

/
I a

I

f •

.•

V
\

• f .

• i. :
• • •

'If thats
good-looking neigh
bour
f in d
it’s

• •

; i i. . 
'HI

Obviously it depends on what you mean by class
class:- 'A class is a section of people within a society,
ically, in terms of status, aspirations, power within the society, 
attitudes towards individuals within the same class

A

different class
aspirations
other and
than men.

/
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same as s caste
•• • / ‘ • *

• .J.
• •*-

different role in society according
grouping. ) . -

women are
they play
society.I
ment is that a caste is not something fundamentally 
A caste is an economic subgroup whose membership is 
delineated entirely by genetic criteria.All classes • •
■have always h8d to some degee a hereditary member- 
ship, and whether we use the word ’class’ to in- 
elude castes or not is entirely a mstter of sem- • • • •
antics. (A biologically defined group is not the 

for example we do not play a
to our blood

most of us 
that we
saying 
because of

:.. , . •

J. ’ • i . . •

The Women's Movement has arisen .. because women • "•
are belatedly recognising where their true class/ .

♦ •
• • • • • • • •> ’ * v •

caste interests lie. A change in the -role of women
will necessarily mean a change in the structure of
society - and this change has not already happened.

I • ,

True, women have been gradually accepted into the
• • • • • • •

professions, and many of the blatant legsl rest’-
’ * t

rictions on women have been removed.over the last
years, but this has given a very.small minor-

• * I * » .

ity of women 8 petty boargoise'’ status -
are still unpaid' manual''workers. To say

•* 
• •

are now losing our csste status is like
that the working class no longer exists

• •

the occasional Rolls parked outside a council 
’ • r *' *

house. ■
' ’ . • . . • f .

I would.like to sail myself a feminist and a libertarian. It is really 
• • 4;

important to me to know if this is possible or if it is generally accepted 
f * • - ’ • .fl’..

th8t the libertarian position is not compatible with a feminist analysis 
< ’■ • ‘ .•... . . ., . ....

of class. • .• ' \
• t ' ■ <• ..

' *4 1 . ' •

Love and sisterhood,
Rip Clark.

Take Ros’ definition of
defined econom-

and
, and to >thers in a

' Now taken as a whole women dJ have different status, 
, power than men and they do have different attitudes to each 

• * • ♦

to men - in other words they play a different economic role 
• * a * •

But surely, you may say,women are defined by biology. Yes,. - 
women because of biology, but biology is not the reason why

♦ • ■ z • .
• 1

8 different economic role; the reason is the structure of our 
•• • • i,

am not saying that women are not a caste - they are - my
• e

different from

• • • •



• •

’Do you also 
want double 
line spacing 
on the copy, 

sir? ’

(From the 
Courier)

✓

" Jsm. & Jute " may be psst their economic heyday in 
Dundee, but "Journalism" is still going strong. Dun
dee is the home of D.C. Thomson’s, famous for such 

*> ' • ■■

literary icons as the Dandy & the Beezer. As well as 
having a stranglehold on the local press, they are
also responsible for a large proportion of the weekly 
women’s magazines on the market, particularly those 
aimed at the lower end of the socio-economic scale.

The publications under their 8egis contain, in 8 
heightened manner, the kind of propaganda which is 
antithetic to a libertarian viewpoint. The debasing
aspects of women’s weeklies sre well known, but never- 

A

theless it comes as a surprise to see how inherent 
such attitudes are through from editorial to advert
ising ( o.r perhaps the other way round ). The feeling 
that, they are an offering to an economically important 
subculture is omni-present, particularly in the adv
ertising - would you, for instance, call £27:50 a
give-away price ? 

♦

The importance placed on trivia & the dismissal 
of potentially more important subjects is emphasized 
by the treatment of a letter in My Weekly. A woman
who. is ohviously psychologically disturbed writes in 
to say that she is a compulsive gambler on one-arm 
bandits & bingo, & that her family is suffering dread
fully as a result. ” Frances Hatfield" replies that 

the woman is lacking in willpower & that the answer is to go out on Mondays 
& spend all her housekeeping for the week on food. The ides that the woman 
may need more professional guidance than this is never considered. This 
kind of attitude is not only dangerous, it is subversive.

• • •

This attitude which is part of the pervading ethos of these "weeklies" 
even manifests itself on the cookery page. Two pages are devoted to instr
uctions on how to make sweets with such compelling names as "marshmallow 
crispies" & "chocolate pennies", the whole presided over by a fat motherly 
old woman. Presumably, if we run out of "constructive" chores to do in the 

• i 4 * *

home, we can alwa'ys turn our hand to making harmful delicacies.
The same travesties are apparent in the fiction also, where the woman 

outside the home is an oddity indeed. For example, 8 widower takes his 
small daughter into hospital for an operation; the. surgeon turns out to 
be a woman



that ? We11,
a woman" he 'exclaim

9 •
in amazement. And what’s wrong wiih

" She seemed so - feminine.11 *" It gave him an uneasy feeling. Un
consciously, he knew, he was thinking that a woman as pretty as Miss Hen
dish could not be a surgeon."

Nor has he reversed that decision by the end of the story, but he has • * >
decided to take her out for a drink.’

The People’s Friend is a less innocuous publication in that it aims at 
a more specific readership, with its almost unique Scottish basis & its 
emphasis on the conservative middle-aged woman who wants more ’good reads’ 
than she wants advice on how to run a home. The adverts themselves prove 
this — thermal underwear, padded toilet seats, & ways to ’shrink* piles, 
all joggle with each other for advertising space. However, we ere also in
formed that " During the pre-Ghristmas days no-one has much tine or energy 
to spend in the kitchen." Do they ever ?

This is mainly woolly nonsense, the really insidious publications are 
those which aim at the younger end of the market, the teeny & weeny bopp-

1

f

this
I

that remark

’Well,what’s Mrs 
Jones got that you 
haven’t got

time?’
1

* I ♦ •

fantasy, but occ-
• .

ers, the - true subculture in this respect.
The attitude of a magazine like Jackie for example is bland & accept- 

quarrels with ’mum’, loss
not a phenomenon here but
their ugly heads - Romance

r r / • . •%.
• • I

• » f

leaves 
•>

told finally ’’ It’s a wh-

there is no such thing. The implausible doe
heroines, falling into the strong man’s clut-
in the last frame never envisage anything be—
that final clinch.

The ever increasing possibilities for commercial
<• . ’ * ♦ ‘ • J

• • I

exploitation st this end of the market precludes,
• • ■ ... . •

• • • ' 
• t • * • *

presumably, any coherent view of relationships & id-
• ' • • • ••• •

entity being expressed. Far Jackie & her sisters
the sexes must be eternally polarized. A ’humorous*
article tells how to get rid of an unwanted man - ’
’Of course if he looks like Robert Redford you’re st-
upid to want to get rid of him.’ ’ The philosophy behind
a very bad taste in the mouth indeed. And vie are
ole lot easier to get rid of a boyfriend than it is to get him back.’" How 
many Jackie readers one wonders are destined for My Weekly in a few years?

A A / :! J .. ’ .* ; . ‘l\.

ing. The most serious problems to be faced are
• ’ • * e

of a boyfriend, &c. (And love at first sight is
• . • . 4 . • • ’ .... . * •

a reality). Contraception & abortion never rear
* • • • • • J. •

is alive & well &■ living in Jackie .’
It is: the loss of individual identity which

which is most disturbing.
k •

degree.
but as ’
ent of the letter), or " a T Rex fab",

i • .• i.• . • . ‘ . ... ’ : . .•

Adolescent'hero—worship may be a healthy sigm, as 
asionally the ’counterbalance of reality is required.
Hbre
eyed
ches
yond

wsuch a magazine upholds
- I 1 •

# 1 4 ••

The bogey of conformity is exploited to the nth
Even in their letters.the readers don’t sign themselves with names 

a protesting David Cassidy fan" ( totally irrelevant to the cont- 
• * • I • • t

" a Jackie fan".
is
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This sole remaining social function of the woman, to pro— 
>

duce and rear children, is nowadays a task carried out in the 
• • - f

isolation of the private family home. Increased mobility means 
that- • the extended family plays a far smaller role in sharing 

♦

the child-minding burden, and many women find their social inter-
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made me sad, horrified, and very angry. Jeremy Sandford doesn’t k ...
just confine his research to ? the dossers’ • problems, but covers 
several other groups of 'social misfits'. The book is in six

> • _
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From the Sunday Post, 1 0/12/1 972; tt i ...
My husband doesn’t- give me a
he did 11+ years ago. Yet his 

time.

her and the children?"•
. -«

• • . •

•

• Answer:-" Not really. A
• * * •

husband is entitled to deter« • ,
mine . the standard of living of the family.”e •

+ + + + + + -h 4-
• • •

4- + + + 4- 4- + +

you
Marge

know th8t
Proops,(Sunday
if a married

intra—uterine device, she has

Mirror 10/1 2/1 972) writes ". But 'did
woman wants
to ge t the

to be fitted with an 
written permission of

her husband?
Doctors,_though__not__legally__bound__to__do__so^ almost always

insist on a husband’s name on the dotted line . Doctors are ad-
vised to get a husband ’s signature because he is considered to
have the right to the•

•
opportunity of fathering . children.• • •

Fighting
- •1

this unfair, if unwritten, rule, is . Dr. Janet
Croft, of the • National Council of Women, who says, "I am ■against
this form of consent. It’s not necessary for any other contra-
ceptive, so 'why for an IUD? A ' single, divorced or separated 

• •• ’ / . •
• • • ‘ * • •

woman can have the coil fitted without consent, Why noj her 
married sister? ”-

The Courier,(28/11/1 972), carried a news item about a
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work in other words,
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is totally dominated by
4

It
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way.
The Pope;- "....Women’s Liberation 
material equality ‘with men, but in 

specific and essential role: the vocation 
(Observer, 10/12/72. )
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husband
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a
baby’s

has been

headlined the
needed a hysterect-'
it, because her 

traced

son. She had tried to
of her fourth child; 
again, she applied for 
consent. Since the 

husband -has 'changed his mind,' and she
I
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• •

categorls jd
Reading High-Brow 

Weeklies. If the H. B W in question was this week’s Sunday 
Timeserver,(1 0/12/72), we learn, that Mrs, Oppenheim,(Conservative
M.P. for Gloucester),"dismisses the militant members of Women’s 
Lib as bigoted, strident and ill-informed
trains for a job, works
retrains, goes back to
herself, Mrs. 0. says she

*

likes it that

who killed her 14-month-old
sterilised after the birth 
refused permission. Pregnant

her husband withheld
■»

• • • f ,
• • • - • • * • • • •

E D U 0 A T I 0 K -. OR INDOCTRINATION ?

We notice that the Queen (Sunday Post, Nov. 26th) gives 8 whole 
hour a day to her children. Doubtless she had a similar baby book 
to the one I was given before I had my first child (in London). It 
said in its; timetable for the day '1+ - 4. 30pm - play with baby.... ’ 
I could not imagine taking such a thing .seriously now;, two babies 
later.’ Children are not. credited with any knowledge of their own 

! ' *

basic needs - even something as basic as' hunger. I can see the 
young mother, with her first baby, really trying to follow this 
book to the letter. Waking the baby up at 6am(.’) for orange juice. 
Feeding her precisely every four hours - and you still get doctors
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PARENTS NOT
ALLOWED 

■ < » -
t . < 1 * * i

PAST THIS
* . • •r ’

POINT
• • *•

• . ► » . •

*

• • 

* • I . ’ « . • • •■»»*** * I • ,

When they first "gb' to" school many children are ...upset for weeks,To 
•. ■ • • ‘ ■ • ' • ‘ ;

s&art with; state schooling is compulsory.-This may seem an.elem- 
«T * • * • ’ • 4 ' * 9 •

*‘i • • * ; . ; •• • • • •. f .

entary point, but to the child it means literally that at any one 
• 9 • V 4 i • * • . • *•

time he/she 'is supposed to be doing one particular thing,and has 
no choice -about what he does - in most schools,anyway.(is it sur
prising that many people, and especially girls, grow up unwilling 
and indeed unable- having had very little practice-- to make

*• • • • • • . • •• . V •* * *

decisions affecting their own lives?)

doctors who say ’Let her wait, let her cry, shut the door on her if 
K **“ • • • ’ e •

you can’t stand-.it.' ie. ignore.your own very proper feelings.- And 
. ’ - . • • t I f • *

* ■ • ?5 • I • •

restricting play and love and communication, a very important part
. :! of a child's growing up, to a single set half-hour. Or is it that if 

it wasn't mentioned in the book, the poor mite might be ignored 
altogether except for feeding and changing? Either way, the impli- • •
cations are repellant.

• This leads me on-to quote from a book that should be of inter-
• - 1 ’ * ’ . rf’* * • •

est to any mother who calls herself a libertarian - and many others 
/ ; < •

too. It’s called ’The Free Family’ by Jean and Paul Ritter. ( My
• * * •

edition .1 959 - is out of print, but. I hear that this book has 
been reprinted and added to recently - Ishould be glad of informat- 

♦ « ♦ %

ion about the new edition.) To continue: thdy say ( Chapter 1 ) • •
’Our attitude offers vastly more freedom than it is customary

• • ’ ■ . S * , ; . •

to offer to children',' for it is the tradition to interfere as a
• ’ • * • *

♦ • • • ‘ *

matter of course at birth, -with-breastfeeding, taking nourisment
• • * • . f 4 * k • •

in general, sleeping, washing, dressing, and wherever else possible 
”V * ’ .... * •*.,;**

The notion that a child is not capable of judgement, and must have 
» • 

, • ■ ‘ 4 ‘ • I

its life regulated from without, has insidiously grown into law:
* •*’•••• ■ I

.4-’’ ’ ' : • • • ’ .J

the child must be trained, trained on the further assumption that
• • • • t

• ’ . • • . • . • , • - • ’ - • : r* r ’ . t /

adults kntow what is right or wrong. ..We recommend the principle 
•• ’»«.,••• ■ • • I

of selfregulation - as possible,. efficient and pleasurable.’
- • - I • •«* **•

I have found - by trial, and error- at-first - 'that "I" am‘more
t* * t • 4 * ! < - ♦ | 

"* • * • • • < 9 • > • t *

. relaxed and the children are more relaxed if they are allowed to • 1
play/eat/sleep as far as possible when they want and what they

• . • • ' .1

want. This book stays mostly within the confines ff the nuclear 
‘ ‘ ’ 'j, ’ • f ‘ •

family; but it does an amazing amount of overturning of one’s
• • I • V-t 4 • < 1 • ’ •

• • • b • * . • * • • : ? • l • 
• . • • . • .! t . • •

concepts of what children can do.
t •

R 1 . . • • *

Again,the child is not credited with any
■ •« f • • • * {

* ’• • ...

innate knowledge of how to learn, by many 
. • • * : t

homes or by most schools.Actually, young
• ’ . ’ ’ ' ' ’ • •* 

children' are voracious learners.Just watch 
.. ■

a baby beginning to walk, and listen to his 
. ■ ‘ ‘ ‘ t 1 ** •

-■ vocabulary increase.
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fear a strict
new teacher, or because they worry about low marks and bad •

• • • •4- , * •

One hears of kids erupting into violence in the playground
exam results.
after yet

another frustrating , wasted seven hours at school’ (Yes, all within 
my experience.) ’Children are subjected to rigidly authoritarian
teachers, to religious and moral indoctrination, to a series of boring 
and irrelevant lectures on subjects for the most part not of their 
own choice, and all this in the prison-likc- structure of a box-shaped * *-•*••***•• •
class-room, where they may be crowted in with 39 other kids ...In the 
institution of the school itself, with its monotony of petty routine • • •

• • * * I • • • r , • • *

and rules and regulations.. .which for many is totally against their
will.’(Deena Jefferys in Rat Myth and Magic)

This does not of course make for relaxed learning and indeed can * •
’be a situation of great stress for a child. '■_________ '

A very general attitude to schoolchildren is ” K_, ~
shown in a recent report (Glasgow Herald) from :: ' _ "

e r -V 15 J. JlI 111 «»
the National Association of Schoolmasters. I ” _.

grass ::
quote again: ’Children from anti-authoritarian :i "
or exessively permissive homes are likely to be
difficult at school because £9rents>>_haye_not ir.stilled in youngsters 
appropriate habits for meeting school requirements ’and the responsi
bilities and capacities for learning’ (.’) Nothing to do with the school • •
of course. New teachers 'may well relate the child’s difficulties to 
their own lack of experience* but oh, no, according to this report it’s 
not the teacher's fault, or the school's, or the educational set-up, 
but the ineffective bringirg-up by the parents, who are therefotoe 
blamed for classroom and playground violence. The extraordinary thing 
is that nowhere in the report is corporal punishment - official
control by violence,very widely used especially in Scotland - ever • •
mentioned. The children are obviously supposed to need more discipline, 

More restrictions - whereas the root of the.trouble 
lies in too much control and too little understanding. 

This society does not know how to let pepple 
learn - our concept of education and the role of 
the schoolchild - again a stereotype - is very narrow 
and restricted one - this is not education.’ ■

*

4- 4- + 4- 4- 4- 4- 4* + 4-

. . ■■■■ • ■. . ■ 
The above is actually considerably shortened, although it may not 
look itl However it says something of what I feel - Alison.
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even taking
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good many anarchists; they 
bashing fascists or battling
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zarre ■ and not for

• w; omen
• J.. •

brunt
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a' resident anarchist group on
enough • to participate in the daily 

fight the bailiffs, I would' suggest 
over allotments; home-

know r this kind of 
will

' the spot, I mean living near 
not just on call 'to 

cultivating gardens 'and 
vegs are much better
will' not ‘appeal to a 

it tame compared with 
but making a

warm up

for homeless
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the ■misery of
curity, they _geed_

a local
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at low rent
reason), or

a mutual-aid club,
/*• • •

overburdened mothers
play groups, informal

a local need. From there
of things; ’ eg. an adven- 

from cars and lorries
i !

a communal restaurant; a co-
• •

things can be bartered with 
empty houses
of an anarchist commune if

together in groups for mutual-.; aid,
, far more than meo do.
spontaneously, they must be shown

works. Not. by settling in a-: neighbourhood 
hippy commune which w ould be obviously bi
normal people— one has to start from where

people are, not .from where one imagines they are or ought to 
be. Three .or four anarchists, living outwardly normal lives—

on, could act' as a ferment in a 
prepared
getting

groups, clubs
married

and so on;
local pubs. If married with children,

other mums, attending jumble sales, and getting
etc. Then start some communal effort,

the beginning, but this; is
over an empty shop (either

•
• • » • e . . • ’• .

be demolished, or free for same
ones own house, and call

• •

old people
children, 

fill
•••

sorts 
streets

in,., digs, families, and -so • • •
neighbourhood if they were 
stage of■ preparation. First

‘ • 1

joining local social
in . the

i.
If

mums,
factories,

somd nonanarchists in
necessary. Eg. take
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cause'■' about to
a room in ones own
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exchanging jumble, helping
with shopping, looking after
youth club, ‘anything that might
one could branch out into all
ture playground, taking over of
by organising- barricades and so
operative craft centre or shop
out having to pay VAT. Taking

■ people could become a real beginning 
it had a ■ firm- local base and

■from

• * * . ' • ; ’ 1 *

(.Excerpt from, a ...longer article we would,; have •liked... to- have
included in - full........but space - is shortl) ■ ■

are an ■ oppressed caste, helpless, isolated,
increase in the cost of living and 

social se-



H istorically the libertarian left in this country hss been 
♦* 4 . • *

largely made up of the conscience-stricken middle- class ■ rather 
than working people. Shis is in striking contrast to many mother 
countries- for instance, most of western ,Europe* The position of 
the. women’s movement in this country ( and from what little I 

. • ... Am ■ • ’ - ' ‘ •

know of it, on America too) bears some parallels.
’ . 1.

I should say at once that there is nothing wrong with 
this as a)you have to start somewhere b)you. need some kind of 
conscience to recognise the existence of : exploitation c)l myself 
am one suchJ There will always be exceptions, eg. Hay Hobbs . and the"
Fakenham women, but the general point holds.

One of the biggest reasons for the gulf and its self—per- 
petuation is the ability and wish to express ■ oneself, intellectually. 
An anti—intellectuallism sometimes going as far. as nihilism- can 
be very . tempting for either the conscience-stricken intellectuals 
or ’self-made’ w orfcing people. This shows, I think, in the latter
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I beg your pardon, but will you kindly step outside for a moment ?

I realise that internal accusations and counter-accusations are distasteful
to anyone not directly involved. It is with reservation that I send in this 
letter for publication in the Newsheet, but since statements and implications have
been made which are untrue, I feel I must refute 
Newsheet No.11, I am still very angry, but anger 
unfounded attack on my unknown attacker.

To take comments one by one from the section 
No.11", on the 3rd page :-

them
will not take the form of

"Libertarian Womens Newsheet

1. "...We’ra sorry about tho delay in bringing it out, but didn*t got the
address list (etc)...till after the theoretical day of production..."
In case, in the context of what followed, this was understood to mean that I 
had not sent the stuff to Oxford on time, I can state that it was all posted on 
Tuesday, before the weekend of production, first class. It was sent to Anna 
Livingstone, and not to Gill Andrews, at their request. The date of production 
had been agreed by the people from Oxford, at the meeting of libertarian 
women in October, and confirmed by Anna at the National Conference on Nov 5th. 
The Newsheet has been useful as an information sheet ,mainly because it has 
come out regularly. Of course I know what it’s like trying to produce it in the 
middle of lots of other things,all of which weach crisis point the weekend the 
Newsheet is to be produced. There’s no blame in that ... but don’t try and 
imply that one of the causes was my not getting the stuff to Oxford in time.

2. .."unlike Ros Nathan none of us is a member of the Organisation of
<•»

Revolutionary Anarchists - nor are many of the women who subscribe to this tewsheot. 
Many of us have no wish to join an Organisation of any sort."
I don’t know where to start with this one, as its got all sorts of nasty implications 
but doesn’t say anything I can argue logically with. I can start out by pointing 
out that I have always openly said that I am a member of ORA - in the very first 
meeting at the Manchester Conference at which the Newsheet was born, in the
libertarian womens meetings,and in the ideas I have written in the Newsheet.

The Newsheet was produced with the explicit reason of combining a newsheet 
with a discussion sheet - of course I’m going to say what I -think in it ! In fact
I have only come to think as I do now by thinking about what other women have
said in the Newsheet,and by clarifying my own ideas in reaction to others!.

I think the main nasty implication in the above quote is that it implies 
that I have been using the Newsheet to get people to join an organisation in an
underhand way. As it happens ,1 believe I am not guilty of this horrendous crime.
The whole thing really hinges on the emotive,underlined,capital-lettered word , 
"Organisation".

I have a certain view of the world.I share much of this view with a number of 
other people around England,in Scotland and in Wales. We are all the Organisation 
of Revolutionary Anarchists. I want to take action on the things which my ideas 
lead me to believe are necessary to change in this society. I want to change how 
things are, and other people’s ideas of how things should be, eg. I want to
destroy capitalism, the power of the people with money, the family etq, I also want 
to change people’s ideas of what women are like,(and thus incidentaly what men 
are like). To be more efficient in changing things, I want to learn what works and 
what doesn’t; where my ideas are unclear; whether the things I want are possible 
to achieve, and if so, how.

The most effi-.cient way of doing this is to discuss my ideas and actions with
as many people as possible. To discuss with both those who don’t agree with .

my ideas, and those that do. I also want to discuss and think about their ideas
and actions. So we have arranged (organised) to produce-ia regular bulletin -not 
unlike this Newsheet - with news,ideas,discussion, analysis, etc: we meet to
further this, and to take descisions on action (eg.to agree to help each other in 
a particular campaign): we produce a magazine to discuss our ideas more fully: we 
are hoping to produce a newspaper to fet our ideas out to people who haven’t come 
across them before.

We have no leaders, we are aiming at forming a cohesive network organised in 
a libertarian way. Production of the various newsheets, etc, is moved round



group to group and descisions are taken collectively (through the internal bulletin 
and at conferences). Of course this doesn’t all work with no mistakes,no left-overs 
from the conditioning we have recieved in this capitalist,sexist,racialist,hierarchical 
hierarchical society ... but we’re damn well trying to create between us an organisat 
organisation which develops its activity through understanding what is happening in 
society,and which is aware of the way its own organisation works ...so that our 
activity is effiecient in changing this society, because we are capable of learning 
from each other and from others who don’t agree with us.

Many of us live in collectives, in trying to combat the nuclear family,iaexism 
and property hang-ups in our own lives - but also so that we are more effectv** **' 
working politically, and linking personal and-political.

< • . w •- *
9 ■ • ’ . *

So much for the scare word ’’organisation”. Now, the question of whether I have 
tried to get people to join in an underhand way . I have written to people about 
ORA, when they have requested information. I have siad things in the Newsheet which 
many people in ORA would agree with. This was obviously done with the intention of 
convincing people to my way of thinking, or at least to get them interested in my 
ideas. It’s what everyone does , and certainly what the Oxford women, and every 
other woman who has contributed ideas to the Newsheet, has done.

However, I have included in the Newsheet all articles I have been sent (except 
one which I discussed with women at the second libertarian meeting, ar.d was 
decided that it would be left out as it was factually incorrect and misleading.) 
Many of the articles, and letters have been in clear and absolute antagonism to 
my own ideas .. eg. articles pro radical feminism, pro angry brigade, etc. I have 
put in plugs for literature from ORA, but also plugged demonstrations for the Stoke 
Newington Eight (which I have reservations about), and pamphlets with which I 
strongly disagreed. It is noticable that the Oxford Newsheet contained articles, 
letters and cartoons that they agreed with, and that they returned other articles to 
me.
3. "Ue also repudiate uRA's insidious takeover of the word libertarian.."..
Bullshit !(Sorry, but I’m angry.) Many, but not all ,of the people in ORA now 
callthemselves libertarian communists. We have a clear defenition of what this 
means. We adopted the phrase from Ida Mett,Nestor Makhno,and Piotr Archinov, who 
called themselves libertarian communists in opposition to Leninism, in 1926.They 
had taken part in the Russian Revolution, but were exiled for their opposition to 
the hierarchical organisation of the Leninists. What does the word libertarian 
mean to you ?

4.. .".the Libertarian Monthly, and even though they’re generously devoting a 
whole half-page to so subsidiary a subject as Womens Liberation .."
Actually the paper will be called ’Libertaian Struggle ’ ,Itr?. was plugged on the 
back of Newsheet No.10, in a very obscure way, because looking at it again I see 
that one could read it and think that it meant what is suggested in the quote above. 
To explain :' the newspaper is being written by eveyone in ORA who feels that the 
newspaper is important, and who has committed her/himself to writing a certain 
amount each month.lt’s up to each of us to say how much we can cope with. The 
women in ORA said we woul-d commit ourselves to at least half a page-worth of 
articles and news specifically on women.If this isn’t enough, criticise us, not 
ORA - there no chauvenistic ORA males limiting the amount to be included !
We proposed that the half-page is not put as a seperate and special place, 
labelled "womens half-page/section/hideaway", but that the articles are dispersed 
throughout the newspaper - as we believe that the womens struggle is intrinsic and 
inseparable from revolutionay struggle.
5.. ."..we also HATE another ORA tendency - JARGON"...
Just a list of points, as I don’t want to drag this out, but cannot let the lies, 
(mistakes ?) go. ...

a) we have no member in Notting Hill. Who did write it ? Is there a name or 
address ?

b) With reference to jargon - the class/caste article I wrote may have appeared 
to you to be jargon-filled and masturbatory. It was a serious attempt to analyse 
and understand Selma James’ ideas, Radical Feminism, and the Womens Movement, and
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was put in to provoke reaction, discussion, etc. Does the fact that the only 
reaction it received was this old-style smear * mean that you can’t answer the 
points you disagree with ? (* so much for the view that sisters don’t go in
for old male-agressive politics !)

A lot of ’jargon’ words are used with v. the people who are trying to 
communicate meaning'-different things by them.
’’class” was being used by different people in ways which showed that the meaning 
of the word differed. I was trying to clarify thought by clarifying what I 
thought the word meant, and using the ward ’’caste” where the word class was 
not applicable as I had defined it. This was not an academic exercise. What the 
hell is the point of doing lots of things without first thinking of why they are 
being done, and what they are supposed to achieve ? Thus, while taking part in 
activity, I reckon you should try to understand the reasons for it,and evaluate 
its successes and failures in the light of this. So, unless you’re trying to work 
out whether women are part of a socialist revolution,or whether the socialist 
revolution can be brought about by women alone, or whether the change in the role 
of women has nothing to do with socialism and the destruction of capitalism, what 

personal needs * this is a 
with being revolutionary.

Since, to be honest, we think: this is rather long already, we’ve 
decided to restrict other comments to what will go on this paper , 
provided by Ros. vVe think: she’s reading some unnecessary implications 
into the Oxford editorial, BUT they should take into account that Ros 
has done a lot of the work on the previous issues of this newsletter.
We (Alison and Una) are libertarians ,but as of now we don’t identify 

... f : lU ■ ■ ■ • ■ •• ■> . •?
with ORA,‘ we see our women’s group as more directly relevant to us; 
and certainly all the women who are helping with this issue are-not 
libertarians. Looking at theadress list it seems that although this 

i

newsletter was-started by ORA1women, it may be that it is now playing 
an important role in communication between local Women’s Liberation 
groups, whose members are not all libertarians.(any comment?)

We are glad to have Ros’ statement about women’ news in the .ORA
• *. f .• • a. ‘ \ W• . • ♦•••, • • •

paper, which we did have our reservations about. (Are there really no
• I • ♦ ’ • • • e . • • •

chauvinistic ORA males? perhaps they are an improvment on certain
• t • « ’ * ’

• 1 * * * • • • * 4

contributors to Freedom.’)
We think irritations should be aired, anyway.

• • . .... • ■ *
. • •. . ••••••... ••

Alison and Una.
• V ' f •. • * , . ' — — • *“• I
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L3TTUR on the same subject: ‘ "
I . ... . .

• • ■ 4 • • •

Dear Sister, • . • ’
To start with, let me declare my bias as I am a member of

• . • • e • •

ORA. The Newsheet is a coordination sheet for libertarian women, to 
inform autonomous groups of individuals of activities and also to 
act as a forum in which to discuss our differing ideas, this is sure
ly what libertarian meens. ORA represents one specific tendency within
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• Conversation from a Dundee evening class

an ORA ’brother’ especially as the west 
menber has no members in Notting Hill.
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We also received a letter from Sally Bavage,
Ros and repeating some of the points made in her article 
printed this because
parts

I... ~ • •

producing.-.this,very good practice.’ 
+ + + ■ + + - + +

when an
woman presented herself for instruction on woodwork.
Instructor -"And what have you set your mind on making?"
Pupil-to-be -"A nest of tables for my si.tting-room. " 
Instructor -"Have you any experience of this sort of 
pupil -■"None at all.".,;
Instructor

(cntd) within libertarianism ,ie. revolutionary libertarian socialism. 
Other libertarians have equal opportunity to propagate their own ideas 
but let’s have the debate rationally ahd politically.

..furthermore I would doubt that the quoted extract was written by 
London group of which I am s
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CH - from our local paper

This Xm8S bumper issue was put together
Kate and
Cost: ,eu
produced in York, not at New Year but on Jan
By the way,.' we’ve found her Notes, on -Production in no. 10 

helpful
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