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'A 'SPANISH COURT DECIDAs TO RBTURN A PORTUGUASE DECIRTUR TO THE FASCIST! b of e
GOVIRIMENT OF LISBON | | \

aduardo Cruzeiro, graduate of the Lisbon chool of Fine Art, did
 his military service in Guine-Bizsiu. He was corporal in charge of the
Commando Ingtruction CUentre qrd took advantage of his leave to desert.

In agreement with the principles of the portuguese anti-fascist and :
anti-colonialist organisations, lduardo Cruzeiro degerted in order not
" %o take part in the war of repression and extermination of the people
. of the so-called "Portuguese' Guine,
Lead to ®pain by hig militant activity, .iduardo Urugeiro was

arrested and cmorisoned by I'ranco's police on August 19th 1968. Tred
. by the fascist spanish courts, he was condemned to 18 months in closed
prison, ‘for usiag a false identity and. carrying arms illegaly.

In Decembzr 1963 the Portuguese Government presented a plea for
extradition to the upanish Government on the grounds that .sduardo Cru-
meiro was a military deserter. On the 9th April 1969 the Madrid High
Court accepted to deliver lduardo Cruzeiro to the fascist Portuguese
: authorities, Acoording to the existing fascist laws in Portugal iduar-

do Cruzeiro risks the DIATH PENALTY for desertion.

This is not only a matter of concesgion to a demand for extradition
of a political militant. 1t 1s also é decision by which Francors Gov,.,
which was unwillingly forced to recognise the right of so-called

‘"Opanish' Guine to independance and which has just signed a treaty with

Morroco concarning the decolonisation of Ifni territory, once more gives
its support to the coionial war in Guine-Bissau, lead as in Angola and
siozambicue by Illarcello Caetano's fascist government, worthy succesor to
valazar. In effect 1t is amatter of returning to the Portuguese authorities
a deserter from the Portuguese army, an army which 1s contlnuing a colonial
war which has already been condemned several times by the vecurity
Council ©of the General Assembly of the Unitec Nations
The decision of the ladrid High Court constitutes a grave precedents
if such decisiong were taken by other iuropean Govermments, it would put
the life of thousands of young portuguese in danger. It must not be
forgotten that in the course of the single year 1907, 14“9 young portuguese
did® not present themselves to the draft "boa,ra.
The assasins of G eneragl Humbevrto Delgado and. student laniel Teixeira

must not be able %o ex7r01so their vengance and their violence on the
person of Sduardo Cruzeiro. Paniel Teixeira was already, in last October
the forth victim of the "new" Portuguese regime. Lib®ralisation foll

g 1ts doupse.oo...
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