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LOV™'S RICT VAT™R.

Lbove's rich water

- springs from the fountain in your eycs,

the source of patternsd singing -

gushing myriadly in sunlit laughs

that sparkle bubbly 'necath the gold

of your silky wind-blown hair

that caresses the air and the tangible green,
intangible blus - the secrct of you

is concealed in your smoky young skin,

an ocean of pleasure upon which I float,

dimly gazing through mystsrious wavering torms
to the faint undulating bloodstreams

flowing passionately along the bed,

the surface strangely opaque,

its shadows mingling with rays of the suns
honey and lime and salt and blood

in the heart and mind of you,

almost a dream or a sca-tapcstry

glowing in every soap-bubblc

blown by a child through timec,

hidden in the glint of a girl's ncedlo
weaving an embroidery with colours of a rainbows:
perfect, sccurc, hushed

like the grasshopper stitching through bladcs
on a silent, scorched summer days

love's deep sun

beams from the sky in your apple-juice mouth,
your tongue soft and moist as a glistening fish
gcently panting in golden rays,

lying among rccds of cmerald
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or upon a single shect of frosted glass
with rainbow edgcs:s

a smilc brings the fire of a crocus into your cycs,
potals of a blood-rod rosc gleam

with the burning silver esscnce of you,

the proud bloom of a lordly daffodil,

the pale gentle blue of forget-me-not
swaying in love's cool broeeze,

your running fingcrs rippling through time's
changing paint, the air its canvas:

"your voice swimming through the wind,
flowing througzgh whispering leaves,

* gliding as goldon smoke in spirals

softly down to brush clear petals

bright as polished bronze,

thon sailing through the sappy stem

down even. through the frailest roots

and into. darkest carth, the heart of lifoa;
love's rich water

shines within your veins

and in the nerve-strings of yoﬁr brain
where I am livings

may it bathe my twisted hcart

and wash my.mind purc as snow

and warm as thc tonguc of thce snapdragon:s
for your lifc is the slippqiy fire

that is found in the ejelaéh of tho swan,

the liquid clear whitc dream of the full moon.

P.J. Richeas.
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BRITAIN'S CHOKING CITIES.

Many of Britain's roads are frequently congested to an intolerable
degree. Those who arc in a position to help remedy this should
take the action needed without further delay.

The remedy I would like to put forward is road pricing, the
operation of which I shall discuss later. We must first, however,
consider the problem as it exists today.

There arc many parts of the country where, especially at certain
times of the day, road traffic congestion delays and frustrates those
travelling to work and holds up freight going by road. To decal with
this appaulling situation, successive governments - at both central
and local levels = have endeavourcd to improve and increase the provision
- of road spacce. '

We have now recached the situation wherc there arc widesprcad fears
that the motor car will take over and destroy the environment, bringing
with it noise, air pollution, the elimination of historic or plcasant
surroundings, and a general lowering of the qulity of everyday lifec.

How arc we to strike a balance between the pressures of traffic
upon road space and the wishes of people who want to stop road building
schemes from taking away - their homes, livelihood, or pecace and quiet?

Incrcased supply of road space inevitably generates increascd
demand-for its use, More roads, as the USA has found, mean more
people find it advantageous to use cars, and so merely increasing the
road programme does not, in the long run, reduce congestion. '

Congestion ﬁill not, however, increase indefinately if the amount
of space available is kept constant, since there comes a level at |
which it no longér becomes worthwhile for additional people to use cars.

But the level ét'which people choose not to increase demand for
road space is higher than the level that would be best for all of us.
The problem is ﬁo maeke it no longer worthwhile for extra people to

come. onto the roads after the point which is best for society as a

whole has becn reached.



i“- Lol - & -ib-

The remedy I proposc is to apply to road space the economicprinoiples
on:which Wetrely'for the allocation of most othor Zzoods and serviccese.
That is, wc must charge the uscrs of roads for the costs of the road
systecme.

1t is not sufficient, however, merely for total incomc from
petrol tax, road fund license, e¢tc. to equal total cipenditurc on
roads. It is vital that we should rcquire cach user to mcct: the
costs he himsclf would otherwisc impose on the rcést of the community
by his usc of the road system. Thesc costs largely depend on the
degree of congestion at any onc time.

Let's consider exactly what thesc costs are - (1) the costs of

ma¥ntaining and running the roads, including recpair and lightingj

(2) the cost of the use of land for roads; (3) the cost of constructing
roads (4) the cost imposcd on other road uscrs by each motorist ' *
making congestion worse and thcecrcby impeding others; (3) the costs
inflicted on the community by noisce, fumes, accidents, knocking down
historic buildings, dostroying the countryside, ctc.
If cach potential road-user was faced with the decision of whether
to pay the full cost or go without the use of his car, hc would only
dececide to use his car if he could thercby get more benefits than the
benefits others consider they derive from his not using his car.
This is the way we fix other prices. Schemes for road pricing
amount to a demand that roads should be uscd only to tho extent to
which their use is beneficial to socicty, as judged by the choices made
by its members.
Much research has alrcady been carriced out into the detailed
thecory and mcthod of enforccment of road pricing, notably by tho
Government Road Rescarch Laboratory, which has already placed contracts

for prototype equipment.
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The most practicable scheme envisages each vehicle carrying a
meter to count impulses generated by clectrical cables, like the wire
loops alrecady used for speed checks, which would be 1laid across
the road at intervals. Road-users would have to pay according to
the number of impulses counted by the metor.

The cables would be encrgized continuously so that any vchicle
moving across a cable would receive an impulsc. Rates charged would
be made to vary according to time and place by laying cables in groups
and having different numbers of them activated at differcnt times,
so that the high degree of congestion in Central London rush hours
as compared with uncongested roads could by rcflected in the charges made.

The Road Rescarch Laboratory has cstimated that the capital cost
of a pricing cable system would be &£5 million. Such pricing points
would be unnecessary in areas of low traffic density, but could prove
usceful to reduce congestion and rostrict the usc of road space in
arcas where traffic density 1is proving to be a problem.

The decisions of road space consumers as to which roads are of
most value to them could pfove'useful infmaking decisions about
building extra roads. oy

We could also “hon tackle the problem of the railways, which are,
unlike the roads, widely cxpected to pay thelr waye We cannot
determine the officiency of the railways in isolation from the means
of transport which compete with thcm.

Thus, whilst road pricing cannot be the whole answer to tho

transport problem, it does have an important part to play.

VeFe Andcrson.
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CLOSED DOWN.

Love like the confident flushing of a lavatory cistcrn
- Washed all my fearsawayq '

I lost my love for you last night upon thd sand.
 Strtchol out awaiting a fate worse than death

aha! Avidly.

Your eyes were wide
- Your arms were wide

All of you was rather wide

-~ But last night I lost my love for you
And if I felt my duty compelled me
Not hot-headed exploration
But cool detached

.. ‘
."
v

_ Smoknng in one hand
And thlnklng of a film in the other
Chops again for tea in my tonguu.

Cnece I loved you well

Now L have scen you well

goodbyé.

Plecase shut yourself up
Plcease |
shut yourself up.

R.D. Illdyd, ESQ.

(whom God preserve and vice-versa).
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FUNNY, BUT ...

ﬁaﬁﬁy,'but he didn't quite feel the same that morning. He got out of bed;
his wife still lyingo there asleep; and so would he have been practically, but
he didn't quite feel the same that morning., He walked across the bedroom,
taking his pyjama jacket off and putting it on a chair, and shuffling into his
slippers as he walked, (must remember not to do that, the back 6f the left one's
already torn a bit) trying to think what was different, Ie felt his way out
of the bedroom door in the darkness, onto the landing, and then throush the
bathroom door. He reached out and flicked the licht switch on; he doesn't need
to see to do that, he's done it for thirty odd years; and had to shield his eyes
from the sudden clarine brilliance with his arm (why the hell do I paint these
walls so shiny white, if this is the first light I switch on in the morning, it

alwoys hurts my eyes, maybe I should o to an optician or something ).,

He turned
the hot tap on in the washbasin and went straicht throush to the toilet. He
picked up his razor on the way back over to the acshbasin, and plugred 1t*in,
(mustn't do it with wet hands, you can't be too careful,; then he washed and dried,
himself and shaved. Funny, he looked different that moining, in the mlvror,.
olde:r, greyer, no= comething else, |
He went back into the bedroom and got dressed, (cold thiﬁﬁmoxnlnn er
put a pullover on). His wife was sittine up in bed, "Detter put a pullovuerQQ

it's eold this morning", "I have, dear.,” He went dovmstairs .and got out a

saucepan to make the porridse, just as he always did in winter, and then laid the
table, and turned on the fire (it is cold  this morning}. He drew the curtains
and as he was about to turn away, the cormer of his eye cauzht the first glint
of sunlicht on the undevrside of a cloud, "he horizon vras dark grey blue, harsh
and. cold; but there was a slicht pinkish glow; almost unnoticeable unless you
looked for it, and this was cchoed like a small clear note on the clouds above,
is he watched, the colour spread, across the castern horizon, and as 1t began to
touch the edges ol the smokey prey clouds just becoming visible in the lightening

sky above, an orange warmth diffused through it.

His wife came into the kitchen in her pink plastic fur-trimmed slippers and

dressing gown, her hair in curlers under a hairnet; "The porridge is.ready dear, .

what are you standinz there like that for?..The porridze is ready." He turned;
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"Look at .... oh, never mind", He walked over and sat down to his breakfast,
and all he could see out of the other window was the dark sky and some murky,
dirty, sreyish vellow reflecting the glare of the sodium street light, just as

he always could. That was the same as ever, but ...

He picked up his bowler hat, his umbrella, his briefcase and his newspaper

(the Independent newspaper ), and opened the front door. He brushed his bowler

as his wife walked along the hall towards him (looking very shabby, I'll need

a new one soonj; they don't make them like they used to). He kissed her on the
cheek and left, "Coodbye"..."Goodbye, dear"... He closed the front gate after
him and noticed a crack running right dowvn the wood between the screws which
kept the hinges on, and damp marks in the paint. He walked dovm the street towards
the west, past the bare and miserable flowvering cherry trees and the brown,
dny,'hydrangeas. He reached the station, and crossed the footbridge to platform
three, as he always did, showing his season ticket at the barrier at the top of
the steps. He oot on the train as it drew in and was in a smoking compartment as
it left. He had one all to himself, one of the rare occasions on thich he had,
so he 1lit his pipe. He passed through Zast Croydon, recornising the station

almost instinctively and then went past the yards just before Norwood Junction.

J f, though, the nameplate on the platform said Selhurst and later he could
.:‘Eout Thomﬁoﬂ‘r‘ﬂeath, Balham, and Tandsworth Common as he passed, e Tras sure
‘gﬁeyc should have béen Anerley, Forest Hill and Honor Oak Park,

He crosscd the river just near a big power station with a huge,white-smokey
chimney at each of 1its four corners , and the bridge looked different too. Funny ,
but nothineg seemed quite the same that mornine~, As his train drew into the
terminus, that looked very different; he could see a building marked B.l.a.,
and there had been some very odd carriares outside the station in some sidings
on the ‘right hand side, marked "Uagons-~Lits" but although the words seemed
familiar, they seemed to be spoken in a voice from the past which he could not
quite recall, He cot off the train and wandered along the platform. He went
the same way as normal but everyone secmed to be going the other way. He came
to some steps and went up, and then turned right and walked along a long
footbridge with some doors marked "Staff Only" on the left and oncec he causht a
glimpse of a bus throush somc railings, but the gates were locked and he could

not get out into the street, so he went along the bridge. He went dovm some more
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steps onto a platformy; there was no train there, so he went intoe a small
door, there 'a.s no one near, and he walked through and found himself on
another platfom. |

A train came in, and he ~ot on and sat dowm in a smokihg; compartment
(hope it doesn't take too long to get started or I'11l be late for work).
The train shuddered and started, and he was thinking; the loud-speakers are
not 'good and he'd bet the voice wasn't English, but he was sure he had some=-
thing about boats and trains and some very strange sounding station names.
His hand felt inside his jacket pocket and came to rest on a dark blue leathery
wallet, but it had something stamped on the front in gold and didn't scem the
same as his wallet. Then he relaxed and lay back in his seat, after all it
would proba'bly be more use than his wallet where this train was going, and he
could still see the last of the colours of the sunrise out of the window,

Funny «.... he had never really noticed that before.
P.J. Roberts

Death is life.

God .is dead=-alive 1s eternal,

People will always believe, whatever their be,llefs.
Jo you questlon your journey?

From where? To where? via life,

Prepnant matricide.

hat are yvou doing hcre?

Reduce your thoughts to utter simplicity.

Forget Freud, and live,

J.l,3. Taylor,
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VIETNAM AND PEACEH

After R.P.Hatfield's extreme, if not unexpected, rantings about sending

British-troops out to fisht with the Americans in Vietnam in last tecrm's AC

T shall try and give some constructive views on what I think the Vietnam war

is about, and hc it may be settled,.
that is the war about? Not an easy question.

like "stopping the threat of world communism" are now seen by most thinking
The true answer is a complex blend

Certainly any easy answers

pecople to be, to say the least, incomplcte,
of naticnalism, communism, and simple p'ower‘politics.

In a scnse, the nationalistic influences are the predominent ones,
Lver since Louis Napoleon, Imperor of France, looked

They

are certainly the oldest.
to South-llast Asia to satisfy his dreams of a world empirec, the Vietnamese have

been trying to throw out one set of invaders after another., .4s a young man,

Ho Chi Minh's dream was an intensely nationalistic one; of a united Vietnam
free from the foreign aggrcssors.
The communist-capitalist issue must be seen against this nationalistic

background., Unfortunately a democratic compromise scems impossible at the

moment, for Saigon's 'democratically eleccted' regime of President Thieu and
Viee-=President Ky will not only not accept communists in the government, but
they insist it should be a crime even to talk of a government which is not

anti-communist., (the latest abomination in the supposedly democratic nation
of South Vietnam, the sentencing to five years hard labour of the candidate

who 'ran third' in the fixed Presidential elections two years aco on a non=-

communist tickect, has raised loud protests). That we must not forzet is that

President Thieu and Vice-President Ky are none other than larshal Ky and
Vice=Marshal Thieu who rose to pover in a coup, and whose anti-communist views
come not through any desire to stop communism but through the desire to maintain
thelr personal power. Thieu and Ky have stayed in povier, not becausc the
Vietnamese people want them, but merely becausec the Americans have supported theilr

anti-communist policies.
Another myth to explode is that the Vietoong are Just North Vietnamesc Army

personnel who have infiltrated the South. As Robert Kennedy pointed out, before

he was assassinated last year, if all the Vietcons the U.S.Army claims to have
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killed were really North Vietnamese Army, the Nerth Vietnamese Army would have
become a little short of personnel by now, There is no doubt that the
Vietoong as a separate delegation in Paris has been merely a recognition of
the actual situation. §¥: '
What then are the alternatives for the Americans in Vietnam, if they are

not to give in completely to the Victcong. .As_I see 1t they are

(1) To escalate the war and include either the use of tactical nuclear weapons
or an invasion of North Vietnam,

(2) To oontinue the war at stalemate, as it is at thc moment.

(3) To withdraw American troops leaving tho Saicon Government and. its troops
to try and continue the war,

(4) To try ard set up some sort of a coalition government.,

The first alternative, althoush subscribed to by many high-up politiclians
in the U.S.A., like George Wallace, ‘arry Goldwater, Ronald Reagan and
Curtis LeMay, is generally accepted to be a suicidal measure, since such action
would almost certainly bring in Russia or China, or both, and a dircct
U.S., = Chinese or U.S. Russian conflict would entail a nuclear war without
doubt.

The second alternative, although theoretically possible, is obviously not
politically desirable for the U.S. politicians, Resentment in the Lmerican
cleotorate is understandably crowing, as their sons are sent 'out to war',
and. the American people will not tolerate the war indefinitely.

The third alternative cannot, I think, be considered a practical possibe= -
ility. Although the Saigon Government, having realised the reality of cventual
American ‘rithdrawal, has decided to try to slow this down until the fighting
can be done by South Vietnamese troopsalohe, no-oné really thinks that the
Saipon Government could stand one month irithout American support.

The fourth alternative, by Holmesian logie, however improbable, must be
the solution. Coalition government in South Victnam has, of course, bcen put
forrard by both IPugene McCarthy and Nelson Rockefeller last year, Since both
Thieu and Ky will not accept the idea, the thing would appear to be Coomed
from the start. Also, experience in Ilaos has shown that the communists are
not usually satisficd with a coalition govermment, and so the situation is

difficult. However, I think that any answer to the Vietnamese problem, even
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if it is inf a. tcmporary answer, will be the establishment of a coalition.
_governmenf, followred by a referendum on vhether North and South should be
united. This, again, was part of Rockefeller's plan.

st the moment, the U.S. deleration is showing an unrcalistic attitude
at the Paris talks by tryinc to have the Demilitarized Zone sct up apgain, or
in other words a return to the state'when'Vletnam'was first divided. The
communists cannot cccept this as it would be a« nepation of oll they have been
firhting for for the past thirtcen 'years;

This is what the British Government can do. It can put pressure on the
new American administrafian— and Britain's influence on America should not
be underestimated- to try to set President Nixon to break the initial deadlock
by dropping the unrealistic DMZ proposals. In this way Britain can make a
real contribution- and an infinitely more valucble one than serding British

divisions to prolong the war,

D.X, Browm

ROCKS

We rocks, rve stand jutting out,
éroded'by society'sisea:

Waves of convention,

salt of hypocrisy,

tossed rour hly by the wind of common madness:

we vulnerabie rocks, ¢ crumble,

' P.J. Riches
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NOT ME

Brought up to

obey his parents

do his homework

and always call his teacher sir
no matter how much lower he 1is
He does his homework

he learns the facts

but not of life

collects exams like stamps
with equal mindlessness.,

On he poes

to his collene

worked for his scholarship
works to stay there

not like some who grow their hair
Leaves his schooling

cets his Job

in some office or maybe
somewhere clse vwhere he can

oil the vheels and orab,

Finds a wife,

poor little mouse

keeps on grabbing

crawvling, to buy hils house

to zive his kids the same as he had.
Dies

goes to hell - or maybe ncwhere.

P.J.lloberts
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LETTERS TO THE .‘E.J‘T)ITORS:_

Dear S5ir,

I am writing to you as a last resort. Through no fault
of my own, I find myself in the only house which still has the
archaic system of 3 changes a week. My health is suffering,
so can you suggest what I should do. T won't mention the
House's name, but suffice it to say that the cross is more
than 1 can bear.

Yours sincerely

'Desperate' of S. Croydor,

(Ed - there are two things you can do.

(1) Pas: ive resistance - Faking of changes, undermining of
House's morale, etc.

(11) Direct action - assassination of Houserastzr, tearing

down of notices, change sheets, etc. )

- To BBC Controller, EBC 1,
Dear Sir or lladam,

I really must write to express my relief that. the obscene programme
'Hector's House' has at last been taken off the air. During its run, children
of up to 30 years cof age were treated to a disgusting veriety of filth.

Hector, a dog was plainly living withiZsa-Zsa," & éut, aithough they were plainly
not married. I can imegine children in every home asking "kummy, why isn't
Zsa-Zsa wearing a ring", a traumetic expericnce f'or them all, Even worse,
whenever Zsa-zZsa wasn't looking, Hector oalled'over Mrs Frog - a plain cese

of adulterous tehaviour, which I am sure could not be missed by even the
smallest children. As Hector might say himself '1'm a big naughty lascivious

Hector!
Yours faithfully,

Mrs. Mary Elackcottage.
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SUGGESTION FROM TIE POPULACE : Pleasc may we have some new outside lavatories.

e S e T W E
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5 DYING FLAME.

Inside my mind,

buried under morc important
things,

I found a flame

that burned glass-bottled
with a choking
black-smoked light.

I groped to find 1t

lost but now found,

to feed 1ts dying glow,
to keép a hold on what
was mine alone.

I could not reach.

TS

With burning hands
1 1it the match

and by the rough-stoned
wall the flane

burst into naked life,
to show the world

that darkness does

not stretch for ever.

N. E. Godsiffe.
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PARTICIPATION AND CHOICE.

‘"Participation" was the kcy word in trendy politics in 1968, and there's
every sign that the demand for grcater involvement of the individual in the
decisionvineking which affects his life is going to continue to be discusscd in
the coming years. .

The roising of this issue by member of the Government (especially by
dynanmic Wedgbenn) has been attacked as a ploy to divert attention from their own
failings, and as an irrclevant luxury in a nation oesct by more pressing problems
concernca with the cconomy.

I don't think this ic eltogether fair, however, and onc must ask why, at
this time rather than any other, there is such widespread dcmand for partlcipation
ancd so nmuch talk of the gep between the governors and the governed, and the
communicators and the communicated to.

But what does participation mean?  As-often described, 1t turnsout to be
the process by which nmore and morc pecple gect on more and more commlttees with
the purpose of running othcr people's lives for them.

This is not the sort of participation 1 want to seec. rather than finding
morec democratic ways of detecrmining the pcople who occupy particular positions,
we ought to question whethcer anyone shiould be occupying thosc positions at all
("Frec election of mastcrs docs not abolish the masters or the slaves" -

Herbert Marcusc).

Indced, it is my opinion that thc supposed failings of politics today arisc
from cxpecting politicians to do morc than they should be -allowed to.

The calls for "inspiring leadcrship" arc, 1 believe, very dangerous sincg a
Prime Minister inspiring complcte nationel confiidence would inevitably increase
his own power. Trust in lcadcrs mcans abdication of criticism of them (I draw =
distinction betwcen demands that politicians be wortny of trust, with whicn 1 agrec,
and demands that they should in fact inspire it, which I consider to be dangerous) .

We must not expect too much of our politicians, Ikather, we should be
concerncd to reduce the degree of control they cxocrcisc over our lives.

With the decline of institutioniscd religion, wc arec cxpecting political
ideologies to fulfill the functions hitherto the responsibility of the Church,
nanelv the maintenance of social cohesion, thc enforcement of morality, and the
provision of a ready made code of belief, It has also becen a challenge to, and a

curb, the power of the State.
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The downfall of the.Churoh, while welcome in many ways, is nevertheless leading
to a search for new ways of fulfilling the need of large numbers of people for
something to follow and trust. The réle of organised spectator sport (especially
soccer) and popular sub-culture (especially pop croups) in providing substitutes for
religion has been widely noted. More dangerous than these, however, is the fanatical
adhereﬁce to totalitarian leaders, as with the religious-like devotion to Adolf Hitler.

TThilst I am not setting out here to analyse the problems of a society deprived
of organised religion, I think it is relevant to present-day politics to give a
warning about expecting a political ideology to provide an object for total pgrsonal
commitment as in fascist and communist totalitarian states.

This is vhere participation too is relevant, since demands for participation
must be channelled into pressure groups to take some of the power from the politicians
and hand it over to the people, in order to let cach individual make the cholgces
which shape his own life. -

It is important to realise that even the wost meticulous and democratic ways of
finding out the will of the majority do not Jjustify the imposition of that will upon
a dissenting minority. T/hile I am far from procleiming a desire for a complete
abscence of law and order, the increase in democracy in Britain in the past century
does not invalidate the pleas of those who wvarned us long ago against the tyranny of
the majority, which is no less tyranny because it is by the majority or becausec they
have all been interviewed by opinion pollsters.

As John Stuart Mill wrote in his essay "On Liberty", such phrases as 'seclf-
government' and 'the power of the people over themselves' do-not exprcss the true
state of the case. The 'people' who ekécise the power are not always the same
people as those over whom it is exercised; and the ‘'self-covernment' spoken of is
not the government of each by himself, but of cach by all the rest. The will of
the people, moreover, practically means the will of the most numeious or most
active part of the people; the majerity, or those who succeecd in making themselves
accepted as the majority, may dzsire to oppress a part of their number, and precautions
are as much needed againsi this as against any other abuse of power., The limitation,
therefore, of the power of the governuent over individuals loses none of its 1lmportance

when the holders of the power are regularly accountable to the community; that is,
to the stroncest party theirein,

Absolute power corrupts no less absolutely because it happens to be exercised
by people who are democratically elected, s+ill less if it is by self-aponointed
Guardians of The Public Inteiest, like David Frost, or by the statistically-
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selected button pushing audienccs without which no television programme arny
longer seems complete).

If democracy and perticipation just mean finding better ways of pursuing
unjustified intefcrcence with other people's lives, then 1 an against them.
Democracy, I believe, should mecan the continuing powcr of the individual to choose
for himself. Rather than having what is merely a choice of entrustiéng to one of «
limited number of groups of men,the individual chould be permitted to cxercise such
responsibility for himself,

+ should be the business of the Statc not #o vhoose for the individual, but to
arrange things so that individual demands can be eff'ectively translated into the
things thot sre actually provided in responsc to decisions and choices.

This is far from being an exhortation to enarchic laissez-faire.lt is o demand
for a programme of cction designed to allow us to toke effective control of our
own destinies.

This neans & large number of things -

First,redistritutive texation to break down concentrations of wealth and
cdeguate provisions for those with low incomes.lffective choice 1is an impossibility
in conditious of poverty.

second,making people pay tor the costs and inconveriencesthey would otherwise
impose on others,whether by rocd congestion(see the erticle in this 'ACID',"BritailR's
Choking Cities"),by crime,or by changes in the envirorment.Those wishing to destroy
amerities,even ii’ they do get planiing permission,should be florced to compensate
those who suffer iy such action.

Third,cllowing people the power to maeke choices concerning thelr own educatlion and
housing,he:1th and pensions( . ee the scheme for subsidy Ly vouchers outlined in
“Alternative to the Velfare sState' in the last "ilid").

Fourth,ensuring that those who produce goods and scrvices cre depencent upon
producing what consumers want.This entails controls on misleading descriptions of _
goods,controls over monopolies. meigers,amd restrictive trade practises,refofms in
taxetion and subsidies, =nd the eventual denationalisatioi of telephones,steel,and
much of transport. |

These are the sort of measures we nsed in order not cnly toc produce decisions
which are better able to provide for individueol needs,lut .1lso to give people a
much-nceded sense of being in a position to run their lives.The answer lies p:imer
-ily not in devolving power to hdinburgh or Cerdiff,but to ccch and every house
-hold in the land,so ‘hat we can all think énd choose fo. ourselves.

V.F.Anderson
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APARTHEIL

The white domination of the black or non-white majority in South
Africa is deplorable and unjustifiable. The legis ation and encouragement

of racial discrimination by a minority group is not only immoral but unchristian.

The policy of apartheid as presented by the Nationalist Party is that
black and white are not suited to live together and never have been; that
historical accidents have brought the races together; and that a separation
under white leadership must take place. The aims is to eventually create
several black states. Every point of this policy can be shown to be irrational
at a glance., Firstly, although the fact that different races are not suited
to live together may be partially true, there is no reason why they cannot
live or learn to live together. Secondly, the statement that historical
accidents have been the cause of mixing is hardly ever true. Feoples have
moved to a place for a purpose and in the case of South Africa, Luropeans
moved there with the intention of cellecting some precious stones and they
are now partially ruling a country in which they did not originate. Third
and last, a policy of separation is in itself a policy. of diecrinlination
and therefore should certainly not be condoned; . a2

However, in practice these policies are not the seme. This in itself
shows how unreliable and untrustworthy the South African Government is. In

pre;otice the raoes have not been separated, They are being segrated and in
order to do this the blacks have to undergo severe discrimination, Bla_cke‘
work for and are the servants of the whites in the towns, in industry and in
white homes. They therefore live near the whites ( although in separate
quarters) and work under thé whites. This is clearly not a policy of
separation. I% is the aim of the whites to retain their labour resources
(coloured people) and make white rule stronger. It is abundantly clear that

there is no intention of setting up independent states for the blacks.

| In eegPatinginz the white and the non-white, all citizens of South .
Africa have to be classified by an Act of 1950. Whites are classified as
people who . in appearance obviously are, or who are generally accepted
as white people, but not people who, although white 1n appearance are '

generally accepted as coloured. This classification ridiculcs the system.



A person of mixed race namely a Colzo?l-red (ignorant of his race) may look
" white and be accepted as white and therefore can use all white facilities.
But if he is later discovered to be coloured he must change to the much
lower class facilities of the non-whites. This instance shows difficulties
in justifying segration. Asians are classified as non-whites with the

exceptions of of Jews and Syrians who are white!

The volume of race Jggis lation since 1948, when the Nationalist Party
came to power for the first time, has been huge. DMany Acts have been
amended several times and all of them are complex and are expressed tortuously
so that the whites do not bother to examine them. Here are a few examples

of early legislation.,

1945 - An African who has lived in & town for fourteen years and still lives
end works there is not entitled to remain in the town for more than seventy-

two hours.

1952 - Any policeman can call upon an African (over 16) to produce a
reference book. If this is not produced, the African is liable to a fine

of up to £10 or imprisonment for up to one month,

1953 - If there is only one waiting-room on a railway station, the station
master can reserve it forwhites and if a non-white enters he is committing
a crime.

1957 = It is unlawful for a White and Non-Vihite to drink a cup of tea

together in any tea-room in South African.
All legislation nowadays is much stricter.

The life of a Non-wnite is of couree greatly restricted. In
politics, the power of the whites is almost complete. For all the Non-whites

in South Africa, seven white members of Parliament can be elected. In

education, five times as much revenue is spent on a white child than a nen-
white child. White children are usually at school for 8 to § years whereas
non-whites hardly ever stay for mobe than five. The limited University
cducation for non-whites is separated from the white university. The whole
aim is to prevent a non-white receiving too good an edy .ation or else he might

be a danger to the white supremacy in the future.



Lastly as far as sex is concerned, there is certain-imprisonment, for whites

who have extra-marital connections with non-whites. For that matter they cannot

have marital connections because mixed marriage is illegal.

Having studied the situation in South Africa and seeing the absurdity
of it, one must wonder why there is not any great opposition to apartheid.
This is mainly due to the fact that freedom of speech in South Afriea is very
difficulf s anyone speaks against the government or apartheid he or she is
quite likely to be imprisoned for a reasonable length of time. The press 1s
also therefore not strictly free. It is forced to publish articles about
the building of new hospitals, schools, etc. for non-whites but cannot publish
articles on the bad conditions of the non-white reservations and such like.
The public consequently do not find out much about the blacks but know only
that some things are beihg done for their benefit. Another reason for thist
lack of opposition is that the South African is given a feeling of superiority
over his dirty, untruétworthy and brutal servant !'so-called!., The amazing
thing is that his servant is permitted to take care of his children although
he is inferior and supposedly covered in filth% The one stock reason that a
South African churms out for not opposing apartheid is that there are so

few of his race that they would be overrunii the policy were not pursued.

If you ask me, it was probably apartheid that put this fear in the
South Afriean in the first place as it has agitated the non-white majority
towards hostility. ' BT | | |

What will be the eventual outcome of perpetuated apartheid policy?
This is practically unanswerable but I can suggest two possible occurrences.
Firstly, after a long period of white dictatorship in which the black countries
of the rest of the African continent will have developed rapidly, presSures
will be put on South Africa and either a compromise or a racial war will ensue.
Secondly, if South Africa becomes very isolated, and this depends on the
actions of the other countries, the white population will revolt against the
Government., IEither”way; I hope that no blood is lost and that the day of true
liberty will come 500N -

L.d. SACKS.
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| I haf ne mayde
Ne y'rié-sad’e ;
e I haf ne bede
{8 Ne y ~n-ew babe

(Discovered in the Bodleian by R.D.Iloyd)

el : . Jack and Jill

Jack and Jill went up the hill
To fetch a pail of water
Jill came down with half-a-crom

But not for carrying water,

Tradit ion&l B

THOUGHTS ON A VIRUS

"Powellism is a virus which must be wiped out" - Harold "ilson

Powel‘]-.ism'-.has become a dirty word in some circles; in other circles Enoch
'Powell 1is hailed-as a realist and a patriot. 7hat is Powellism? -‘.'.-hy has it come
“to the fofe? 'y is it condemned by some, hailed by others? These questions:ﬁnust
be answered if one wants to get some insight into why an extremely able polificia.‘ri.
ia 'being _txjeated as an-outcast by his contempories.
"hat .'is'Powéllism? ¢ - 1s not racism; it is not fascism. All too many people
_are of the opinion that Powellism means racism, or at the very least, that it
-represeﬁts,an extreme policy on immigration., But Poweliism is more than this;
Powellism means floating the pound; Powellism means no foreipn aid; Powellism means
denationaliSat;i.on and above ali, Powellisn stands for free speech.

Why has Poi:?;allism come to the fore? ~ On ﬁpr:'li 20th last, Enoch Powell made a

- spegch on immigration in Birminghan. It was nuch the same speech as he had made

i

before - but, the language and tone were 'inflammatory'.
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The press realised it was a good story, and because of a lack of other
big news all papers gave it bamner headlines. On monday the 22nd Mr. Heath
saked Mr, Powell from the Shadow Cabinet. This naturally gave the issue
even greater weight. In November Mr, Powell once again revived the issue
by a speech at Lastbourne. The Press hardly paid any attention to a speech
he made diuring the Conservative conference in which he called for the

abolition of foreign aid, and for the introduction of a floating exchange rate.

Why - is Powell condemned by some, faclaimed byrothers?
Powell is naturally condemned by the establishment ‘in the genuine fear that he
will increase racial hateed, and in the fear that not to do so would lead to
incriminations of racism being levelled at themselves. Immediatly following
Enoch Powell's first speech the mation 'saw the amzing sight of dockers
marching to Westminster to suppéwfpéweiiz émmmihg~'1bémamsﬁ the dockers are
traditionally left-w.ing (many in fact are communists)and Enoch Powell is by
any measurement & right-wing Consérvative M.P.l uThevsimple reason for this
was also fear. A fear of imfﬁ.graﬂ‘%-é Lvaking theirjobsyv their houses and altering
their lives. These' dockérs alse” had!the: feeling ofi betnayal:~ their
Government had lagislated’ "to’fﬂp‘x‘éb‘éi}t:fbhé Ammd grant sy end - (it seemed to them)

b

at the expense of themselves. dorrsiqa bas bsgqlife I

Whether these fears ere justified is no"o so important as their existence.
Mr. Powell brought this-into the open. Few could have thought that such
strong feeling against coloured immigration existed amongst so meny. Thls was
a warning to the Goverment to act; if such a store of animosity exists, to
allow continued immigration is inviting trouble. To stamp out this !virus'

would be to stamp out free speech, Only Mr. Powell had the courage to bring

this issue into the open in time,
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_PETAL

- Faces faint behind the smoke

Fade in the general gloom,

A whimper falters through the air,
Falls beside my shoe;

I grasp a stem that leads to a bloom,
A petal falls,is lost from view,
And dreams of wavering flowers

In the burning garden

Whisper through my field of wvision,
Dare defy the snow therein:

I think I laugh.

My painted hand moves out to touch
The shapes the buff smoke hides;

A pettle drops‘on to a puddle, |
Floats a little:

I gaze,l muse,l wonder

At the secrct of the petal.

Earth repeats the mystery past

The emerald grass the zephyr blows,

The singing sky and I divulge

The secret of the lady moon,

And laugh in sleep t%hough tired witn joy,
The cranium peacecful,lashes stills

While Hermes,son of mighty Zeus,

Brings news of flowers decad or dying,

News ol widows still or crying.
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Misty corners of the room
Hiding silence in a gloom

U ncomprehended as the moons

O quiet darkness,soft and bare,
tnclose my lady im your snare;
Remember too the petal fair,

Remember flowers everywhere,

I know you laugh,great oak,

I've seen your twittering branches before
That time when I reached out for a leaf
As I lay on bank beneath your shade-

I slipped and sprained my minds

You hissed.,

And now as I clutch this precious stem,
Having now far more than a,leaf,

You laugh again as I watch

These petals that drop:

Do you their secrets knovf?

Millions of bubbles arenfloating in line,

Eack one is coloured,a face in each':

I recognize all and I close my eyes,

- And another petal falls from the stem in my hand,
Softly the wool of my hands 1s woven,

The ncedles of smoke make a pattern that forms
Like the smile of a chila

Whose eyes are the gold of the sea,

The seca where ships are drowned.

I have gazed,l gaze and will gaze
In the hearts of many heaps of petals,
Longing to know their secret, .

4Ls the bird hovers wondering,
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Singing to the sun that gleams on the windows
O0f passing carriages

Clattering by and blowing

One more petal from my stem away;

I wonder:

ttho will first discover

The hidden meaning,

The essential basic latentcy,

That preciously guarded, over-concealed
Secret of the petal?

P.J.Riches.

TEA IN AN TNGLISH COUNTRY CARDIN

Among the tea leaves in the sink
The patterns in the Vim
In the refuse-disposal 1 vanish

iith an aluminium din.

S.R.Hagpard.

01ld age isn't so bad when you consider the alternatives.
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THE ELEICTRIC REVCLUTION

e I R R . S s T S R .. W

A

"hat Freud did for sex and Marx did for economics,!’arshall lMcLuhan
has donec for media. Professor Marshall iicLuhan of Toronto is Prophet
of the electric revolution.

The enormous influence his views have had is due to his analysis
of history in terms of chinges in the media of communication., “ehas
veed this theory to look into the future, and ha: made outspoken
predictions concerning, among other things, Vestern man's return to
tribalism, which he claims will result from new electronic media.

McLuhan has been described as ‘'a passing craze', ‘ithe high priest
of Popthink®, and ‘ithe foremost cultural spoizesman of the Corporate
Astablishment’, Iis obsession with nedia has been condemned as
monomania; his theses are widely regarded as an attack on rational
thought and literacy.

MclLuhan's theories are summed up in the most famous of his many
slogans, ‘“the medium is the message’. e says that different ways oif
cormunicating bring different ways of receivin, the information
communicated, 2nd that since different media change the relative
importance of our various senses (i.e. nur sense-ratios), changes in
media brine about changes in sense-ratios which in turn change the
way we see the world.

McLuhan sees these changes in media as crucial to historical
development, As he p»uts it, ‘iiedia, by altering the environmeat,
evake in us unicque ratios of sense perceptions. The extension of any
one sense alters the way we think and act -~ the way we perceive the
world. Yhen these ratios change, men change.'! #lhe .iedium determnines
the modes of perception and the matrix of assumptions within which
ohijectives are set.'

Looking baclkk over man's confrontations with communications medila,
cI,uhan attributes the emancination of women to the typewritsr, the
rise of Titler to the radio, anticolonial revolt to the movies, the
fall of the Roman Inpire to the cutting off of papyrus supplies, the
growth of nationalism to the printing press, and the integration of

the Anerican negro to the commercial vehicle.
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- "oday, he says, literate 'estern man is confronted by the first stages
of a revolution in communications media. "Whilst largely unaware of it,
Vestern man, dvue to his literate culture and visual bias, brought about
by the invention of the phonetic alphabet and the printing press, sees
the world from a visually-biased point of view. -e has not realised that
his assumptions heve been coloured by his particular sense-ratios.

According to McLuhan, these sense-ratios arc today changing. "1Ath
the rise of television, radio, telegraph, computers, and automation,
"lestern nan's traditional view of the world is disintegrating. The
assunptions made under the influence of a literate soclicty cease to be
valid. NMcLuhan foresecs the retribalization of Testern man.

Just as writing and print pave pre-litcrate man 'an eye for an
ear''y, so today the process is being reversed so that man is beling
plunged back into a tribal world where the senses of hearing and touching
regain the wvposition taten from them by sight.

This is coupled with en immense increase in the speced of communications
and the increasedscope and penetration of the new media. licLuhan sums
up the coming world as a ‘‘global village'’, in which coununications medilia
bring us closer together and in wihich we are forced to relingquish our
old detached view of the worlc.

The effect of television in bringing the world into our homes has
becone increasingly anparent in recent years. The Czechs were the first
nation to see themselves invaded on T,V, Vietnam is the first war to
be fought on 1.V, In Nigeria, an ecxecution was delaycd to give the
cameraman time to load his camera. The life¢ - 3nd death - of the world
has been transformed into a gigantic T.V. show with a cast of millions,
many of them starving. Assassinations, Ibos, CGrosvenor Square, PFaris,
Chicago, Prague : and now the moon,

Mcluhan interprets the media as extensions df the body and senses.
The wheel is an extension of the foot, the book is an extension of the
eye, clothing (which also comes within his wide definition of mediz)
is an extension of the skian. With electric circuitry, telegrapin, and
T.V., we have extended our central nervous systems outside our own bodies.

An interesting,intermeshing, seamless web of human nerves now COVErs
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the earth. e are literally tangled up with one another. The new
electronic technology involves us with each other as never before.

We are confronted with instantanecous information that serves effecctively
to abolish distance - whatever is happening now is, in effect,

happening hcre,

This is what licLuhan says about T.V: "T.V., in a highly visual
culture, drives us inward in depth into a totally non-visual universe
of involvement. I¥ is destroying our entire political, educational,
social, and institutional life; 7.V, will dissolve the entire fabric
of society in a short time. If you understood its dynamics, you would
choose to climinate it as soon as possible.,’

ere is lMcLuhan on education: 'The young today live nythicelly and
in depth ... The student finds no means of involvement for himself and
cannot discover how the educational scheme relates to his mythical world
of electronically processcd dmta and experience that his clear and direct
responses report. It is 2 matter of the greatest urgency that educational
institutions realise that we now have civil war cmong the environments
created by media other than thc printed word. The classroom is now in a
vital struggle for survival with the immenscly persuvasive 'outside!
world creatced by new informetional media.’

Education will become reorgeonized as civil defence against media
fallout. The only mediuvm for which our education now offcrs civil cdefence
is the print medium. The educational cstablishment, founded on print,

does not yet admit any other responsibilities.'
Tt is understandable that such statements should have attracted

attention. A convert to Roman Catholicism ("It gives me emotional
stability), Professor Marshall McLuhan, aged 57, has become onec of the
most widely=quoted and widely-discussed men in FNorth America. Alrecady a
sort of licluhan avant-garde cult has grown up.

lMcLuhan is saying things that matter. DBut are they true? In
answer to what are, I think, justificd accusations of blatant exeggeration,
over-statement, =2nd inaccuracy, he has replied: "I'm perfectly prepared to
scrap any statement I ever made about any subject once I find it isn't
getting me into the problem., I have no devotion to any of my probes as if

they were sacred opinions . -rou have to push any idea to an extreme, yvou
F p b}
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have to probe. Exaggeration, in the sense of hyperbole, is a major
artistic device in all modes of art,"

This is, I helieve, how McLuhan's work should be treated. In
fiction, we don't worry about a novel not being literally true. This is
the spirit in which McLuhan writes too: his over-statements (he calls
them "probes') may not be entirely true, but they nevertheless provide
valuable insicht about the world.,

There are, however, many criticisms to be made of lMcLuhan. I would
like to make three in this article:-

First, McLuhan is so obsessed with media that he finds no place for
anything else in his unconvincing,deterministic view of history. Just
a2s Marx twisted the facts to fit his theoretical conclusions (i.e. that
economic relationships, as opposed to media and the relationships betwaen
the senses, are really the determining factors of historical development),
so with licLuhan,

second, McLuhan is so concerned with the media thenselves, that he
denies any role to the content of the media, e.g. the content of a T.V,
programme as opposed to T,V, itself, or the content of a book, as opposcd
to the medium of the book. He is right to stop pcoplc concerning
themsclves entirely with content and not at all with form, but that is
no excuse for him to take the other extrenec,

Third, lMcLuhan refuses to make any value=judgements about The new
environment he tells us we arc entering. As a result of his determinigtic
and fatalistic attitude, he sees man as powerless to reverse the effects
of the media.

tlis dismissal of content leads him to treat all T,V, programmes or
all speech or all books as not essentially different from cecach other,
and thus he ignores the effects of advertising or corruptive violence on
TeVey, since he regards T.V., not its content or intended message at any
one time, as the important factor.

This is a marked alteration from the view he takes in an carlier
booik, "The Mechanical pride’, an analysis of press advertising and
commercial pop culture, which seceks to' combat the effects of advertising
(a form of "media fallout®) by making pcople bewarc of thc pressures

they are bein- subjected to.
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His unwillingness to consider content or to continue his project of
awakening people from a commercially-induced trance, as evidenced in his
most famous hook "Understanding Media’’, has led to criticisms of him as
having sold out to big business by embracing cven the most debased forms
of content of communication as indications of a grcat new world.

The character of this new ‘iglobal village’ which lMcLuhan foresces 1is
something about which I have mixed feelings. Individualism, spzcialisation,
rationality and detachment are, he says, products of a literate culture and
will perish with it,to be replaced by an iconic world of total involvements
"All=-at-once=ness'’ replaces 'one-at-a=-time-ness’: the iconic replaces the

Sequential.,

Foreseen too is the integration of the world into one tribe united
by a web of electronic kinship. As we arc exposed to the experiences
of other pecople, we start to care more anbout them. This is something
which could, and indeed is starting to, both break down nationalism
and save the underdeveloped countries of the "Third World®,

Automation a2nd the end of work will bring with it too, not only
increased leisure, but the end of specialisation (ecducational vocation-
training will cesse i.e. that orientated to filling particular specialised
jobs) and the end of the producers' need for labour. In order to maintain
consumption levels, cémpaniea arc going to have to give money away.

hilst the thcocught of increased cooperation amnongst necoples and the
the end of drudgery are attractive ideas, the possibilities for domination
manipulation, and totalitarianism in n society where the mass media are
so effective and extensive and the individu=l is less important (both
due to his involvement with others and his obsolescence as a unit of
lzbour) are frightcaning.

Far more ce¢ffective as a means of domination than making pcople do
things they don't want to do, iz to make them think they do. ¥ith control
over the means by which the individual gets the information he uscs to
make his choices, it will, effectively, be possiblec to decide for him
what choices he malkes. Such a form of dictatorship 1s in many ways more
dangerous than one operating by brute force, since its actions may more
easily go unnoticed. Indeed, many would claim that such a corporate

dictatorship alrcecady exists in America and Britain today.
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Without agreeing with that point of view, it is nevertheless
quite evident that the means by which we get our information about
the world largely determines our view of it, and that we should
consider critically not only the content of what we get, but also,
with IicIuhan's help, the biases we may derive from getting 1t through

one medium rather than another,

Ve e Anderson,

Aphrodisiac - someone who fancies himself
Nymphomanlac - someone who fancies himself
Kleppomaniac - someone who fancies himself

Narcissus - Daffodil



I once wes a man

Like you and ne

But then I left

To go TO sea

My beard was long

And touched 1y toes

My hair was strong

And hung 1in rows.

iy feet were rough

My legs were raw

My Tingernails

Were ratiner sore

Aredl the asa et

And the sails cried

And this is the way

The =willer cried:

‘e lost his tThuab

On a carviang knife

And I lost. mine

In the sailing life

One dav we went to London
And saw ten thousand wen
Althouzh we saw them clearly
'te never lost our eyes
They were selling us piles

Full oif salnon and sausages

And boolzs with nlenty of pages

r

"'a read the »nages

gl vo

And gave our flowers
And then went hone

o our lonely hours
Dancing on the foaim.

1:3 .D .Lloyd L]
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COMMENTS FROM THE COMMON ROOM

Pocket was still looking flor his openinge...s

We cannot continue a policy of sending Russia to Coventry....
Keep your tongue shut.

Once warned, twice in the bush....

It made men out of people who were perhaps not naturally that
way inclined.,

You're barking up a gun tree,

Mathers, you must wrap yourself around me, not the corps....

Over the age of 18 there are more women capable of child-bearing
than men....

Diluted water.

You get the occasional odd parent....

That he wanted to do with the nude, he achieved with the apple.
A man called Pennincton and Brunden, or two men actually....
It says "ilost boys want to play football®, but, I mean, it
doesn't say what constitutes a boy....

Turn to page 8; it's probably opposite page 9 - although 1t
isn't there.

Leave a fresh paragraphe...

During the Second ‘orld "ar, Britain ocame very near to
starvation, especially in the case of foodstuffs.

The Catholic army was enormous; well, no, actually it wasn't
larce; in fact, it was quite small.

We usually get through one or two planes on each visit....

I think I'm being played with.

If you've never done it, you can't appreciate it.

In baring girls from Vhitgift....
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SEVEN. LINES OF LOVE

Deeply lsoft in silence rare,
Touch of velvet warm as hair,
Eyes of Jjelly, melting suns,
Shaded by blonde silk; the air
A puff-etemal, rently comes
To dryly wash the skin so fair
And anplify the love both share

P.J.Riches.

PLUNK?, , .
A speckled=cuack bird
flew into a thundering great oak tree.

Plunk!

C.M.S.0ttowell.
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1966 and all that.

Since it has now been proved, beyond all doubt, that a General Election in
Britain can lead to the country being governed, for an eternity of five years, by
a political party which breaks all the promises on which it was elected, and
also allows the economic position of the country to deteriorate catastrophically,
it is perhaps a good moment to examine the factors influencing the democratic
process by which we elect a government. For although most of the electorate are
content to think that the party with the most votes wins, and thus the people get
the cove nment they want (and deserve?) there is more to it than that.

It is a fact that the last time a Government polled 5075 of the vote was in
1935 = and that was a coalition (Conserva.tive—dominated), and in 1951 the Consg-
-ervative Party was elected to power with less votes than the Labour Party sot.

So it will be seen that the Parliamentary majorities are what counts, and it is
the DISTRIBUTION of the votes which decides this, and variougfactors influence this.

Party Personalities. It has been said that nowadays General Llections are
really to choose the Prime Ilinister, rather than a party. To some extent this must
be true, for as the nore direct control is vested in a Prime Minister, the more
important become the party leaders. Thus any party hopins to be clected must
have a leader who will be accepted by the public. At the same time the leader neecds
the party to g:i:ve him the power to govern 1if elected. Co it is important to all
parties to have a popular leader, and to show that he and the party are united.
This is particularly important at Ceneral Xlections, as for many people thelr
contact with the parties’ poiicies may be limited to watching broadcasts by the
various leaders,

In the election of 1966 only the Labour Party was able to make real capital
out of its leader. Mr. Heath had only been leader of the Conservatives for nine
nonths and except for the month following his takeover of power, he never surpassecd
the popularity of Mr., 7ilson and by March 1966 his rating had fallen to the same
low level as that of Sir Alec Douslas-ilome at the 1964 election. He naturally
inherited the troubles of a defeated and demoralised party, and it is quitelikely
that many people were unable to visualise him as a successful lcader.

Mr. "ilson went to great trouble to protect himself as the Prime linister,

with 1little time left over from governing the country to devote to partisan
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electioneering, However, whenever he made speeches, he went oﬁt of his way to
gain headlines by his method of dealing with hecklers. An indication of his

success may lie in the fact that his majority in Huyton trebled in 1964, which
was probably due to a large personal vote, increased still further due to this.,

Due to the tragic deafh of his son, Mr, Grimond made little impact on the
campaion and Lord Byers (Chairman of the Liberal Party) performed adequately as
a stand-in, _

As for the next election - well=- Mr., Heath's standing is as low as ever
(the N.0.,P. gave him 37/ on Dec. 19th 1968) but Mr. 7ilson has lost the confidence
of the nation completely (jm% on Dec 19th).. | |

Situation of the country and the results of the government. This naturally
features strongly - a povernment seeking re-clection points to its successes'and
asks the people to allow it to continue. The*Oppbsitibn voints to the faillures
of the government (eg. 'thirteen ycars of Tory misrule' etc. ) and claims that
it will remedy the situation. To many people what counts is how hard they are
taxed, whether their wages are beiny kept dowm by the government etc., and so
the outgzoing government will brine in some popular measures at the end of its
term if it possibly can, in orde. to gain supportt(cg. the National Insurance Dill,
1966). .

In 1966 the Labour Cove:nment had a particularly strong case, since it was
able to point to its achievements and say, "Look what we've achieved with a small
majority; give us a proper mandate to povern and then see vhat happens®. The
next election is bound to concentrate on vhat happencd - something most of us
know only too well, and unless there is an 'economic miracle', it augu¥s ill for
Labour,

liass Media. The press, radio and television have little direct effect on the

course of an election beyond supplying news which may influence the result.
However, they nay also affect the clection more indirectly, eg..the television
broadcasts may enable a party leader to gain popularity, or an opinion poll may
show one party so far ahead that it could lead to apathy.

Just a wrord on the accuracy of opinion polls, which although improving, still
have too wide a margin of error (which leads to sitdations like = Nixon 1% in the
lead, but the poll may be up to 2% out! ). In the 1966 election, the four main
polls: Gallup, N.0.P., Research Seivices and the Daily FExpress all overcstinated

the Labour support by 2.3%5, 1.%, 1.0%, and 5.4/5 respectively = cuite an error,
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Campairning., The question is: what effect do the press conferences,
whistle-stop tours, party rallics etc., have on the voters' choices? The
answer in the short run 1s probably very little. “hile a small number of floating
voters (possibly a vital number all the same) may decide as a result of the party
campaicns, the campaiern has other effects equally inportant. First of all, it
involves the electorate in the running of their democracy, (democracy must not
only work, it must be seen to woik); secondly, the campaicn usually brings impo-
-rtant issues to the fore and gives them a public discussion (like immigration
in Smethwick in 196)., the Common Market in 1966, and imnipration nationally in
1970% ); thirdly, the campaien usually leads to ‘the parties promising the intro-
-duction of some popular measures in the hope of gaining support, and whether or
not these are kept may well influence future electlons.

The election at the 10051 level. This I feel is extremely important, as
besides electine a national government, the voters arc electing representatives
to look after their local interests. This subject breaks down to two mein parts;
the effect of local issues and the effect of the candidates' personalities.

The effecf of local issues scems to me to have been much overrated lately.
However, in 1964, there can be little doubt that the introduction of the race
issue by ilr. Criffiths (Cons.)'wms a major factor in ousting lir. “ordon ‘'alker
from a safe Labour seat at Smethwick. MNMr., Criffiths made a great play of the
fact that he was a local man (lir. Cordon Talker was a 'carpetébaﬁger'} and that
he understood local issues, and in particular that he realised that Smethwick did
not wish to become a multi-racial community. Further confirmaticn of the effcct
of the local issue on the 196} election can be seen in the fact that in 1966,
when he played dovm the acial issue ( under pressure from the Conservative
leadership), Labour repgained the seat.

The opposite was true of Preston in 1966, wherc the Conservatives hoped to
hold the cxtremely marginal Preston North (mai. 14) and recain Preston South.
Their hopes weie based on the fact that the Lobour aviation policy had resulted
in the cancellation of the TSR-2, causin~ the redundancy of nearly 2,000 Preston
aireraft workers. Both parties sent main speakers to the area: lir. "ilson,

Mr. Jenkins, lMrs, Castle, Mr. Hogo, and lir. lMacleod all appeared. Howeve:, most
of the redundant workers had been re-cmployed by 1966, and the campaipn failecd to
arouse any enthusiasm. In the event, Labour gained Preston No:xth and held

Preston South with an increased majority.
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There has been little general evidence in the past to sugcest that candidates'
personalitics have much effect on their vote. Two exceptions to thls were true
in the 1966 electica. Firstly, where a Liberal candidate was a woman in 1966 but
a man in 196),, the Liberal vote dropped by about 6.2%, but wherc a man replaced
a. woman the Liberai vote dropped by only 3% Secondly, evidence shows that
where a sitting Conservative M.P. had withdravm, the new Conservative candidate
suffered from an above averagse swing to Labour, This surgests that the'previoué
MePe had built un a small personal vote (about 300 on averaga). It 1s quite
likely that about eicht Conservative M.P.s have survived the roverses of 1964 and
1966 purely on the basis of a personal vote. One man who undoubtedly has survived
due to a fairl, substantial personal vote is Idward Heath.
Miscellareous Factors.
(1) Apathy. In some of the mining seats, with overvhelming Labour majorities,
there has bren a substantial drop in turnout over recent yea s, and in both 196}
and 1966 trese miniag seats have recistered the lowest swings to Lebour., It is
v popularly imagined that in marginal seats the turnout increases dramatically.
This is no>t st ictly true. Perennial margsinals show only a slight improvement
on the nrtional ave age, but new marginals and super-marpinals (i.c. seats with
majorities of less than 100) do expe:ilence a significant increasec in turnout. A
second very noticeable effect in marginals is that the vote of the third placed
party falls very dramatically, and in 1966 the Liberals suffered particularly badly
because of it.
(ii) Constituency type. For whatever reason, it is uﬁ&oubtedly true that city and
urban constituencies always show extremely high swings nowadays and rural scats
showr below=-average or Jjust-averase swings. Thus the city constituencies have
in 196} and 1966 held the key to the result as rural constituencies tend to be
Conservative and remain so.
(1ii) The clectoral rerister. Two thines are important: the time at which it was
compiled, and its eccuracy. An election fought soon after the now repgister counes
into force (llarch) benefits Lebour, because the Conservative Party organisation
has proved in the past to be more efficient in arrancings postal votes and tracing
removals, which will bec more numerous on a dated register., In the 1966 election,

althoush the register was brand new, it was unusually inaccurate, but due to the

concentration of the errors in safe seats this had little effect on the result.

(iv) Teather. The weather conditions naturally tcnd to affect the turnout, and



kD

this conclusion is borne out by the fact that seats experiencing heavy rainfall
in 196} noticeably increased their tumnout in 1966. Thich party benefits most
from a decreased turnout. '

(v) Third party intervention. Therc the Liberal Party withdrew from a marginal
seat, the Conservatives gained very slizhtly (0.5% on averare)., Thus Liberal
intervention may well have cost the Conservatives a handful of seats = including
Croydon South.

The Communists cost Labour Hornsey and ilitcham, but the effect of the
nationalist vote is uncevtain in the 1966 election. The only indsvendent to obtain
a significant vote was Mr. Dovmey, standing for the reintroduction of capital
punishment in Velson and Colne, who got 13,7/ of the vote.

(vi) Lastly. a word sbout the Bias. In the 1950 elcction the Conservatives won

55 more seats than their share of the vote would deseive, but this bias has now
been reverscd, and in 1956 the bias was worth about 27 scats to Labour = no vonder
the Conservatives want the proposed bounda 'y redistribution to take place.
PREDICTIONS. *

The next elcotion wrill take place on October 22nd 1970 unless the economie
situation is pa ticularly bad at that time, in wwhich case it will take place on
March 26th 1971. If the ficures of the Decembe: 19th N.0.P. poll were realisad
“the Conservatives would have a majority'in the region of 290. Amonz notables who
would lose their seats would be lirs., Castle, and Messrs. Brovm, Jenkins and
Callaghan, and lir., ""ilson himself rould be lucky to have a majerity of more thaﬁ
1000, '

However, I feecl that when the time comes, Labour's position will have improved
somewhat and the swing will be in the recion of 8=97 to the Gonser§atives, giving
them a majority of betircen 150 and 200, with lirs. Castle and llr., Brown leadino
those Lebour M.P.s ousted. The Liberals will prdbdbly'wih H seats, and the Scots
and '"elsh parties 3 cach, '

Roll on October 1970! Roll on Salvation!

R.P.Hatficld,
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JZRRATUM, It has been brought to my notice that in my article in the last

edition of ACID about disarmament, 'creditable' was used in error instead of
'credible' about nuclear weapons. Nuclear weapons are never creditable, though

they may be credible. DBritain's are neither. D.XK.B.

We would like to thank the following, who in addition to the contributors,
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PURPLHE IS PASSION

Purple is Passilon
Violet is Blue
Green is Xnvy

And 1 am you.

Traditional,

I
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