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| a‘case against an ORA paper.
Comrades | S

. This is wvery much g minority document - probably 2 minority
of one, & not even s factional one, There have always been :
ORA members unconvinced that a peper is eitner necessary or advis-
able, ©but only 3 very few heve ever been convinceu that it was

positively counter-productive,

Of those who hsve held this position, Mike Malet has aband-
oned 1it, - inde:d did before the first OR4 conference, - & of
the four of us whose position was expresied there, Andrew ffell
Gordon, Iain Neary, P:te Roberts & I, 1 have not heard from the
first two since, & vhile¢ L .xow that Pete still opposes a paper
& that some oi,our reasony axre: che same, ¥ would, doubt “if "glt oY
them are & po=%inly not even most, L

-

Th: documents that kike, Andrew « produced 3t the beglnnlng
almost a3ll dezalt with practicalities I still think these are valid
though I no longer consider them of magor lmportance excent in so.
far as they reflecct a deeper theoreticsl argument sbout the sort

of organization we want.

I.aurens Otter
15 Albert road
Wellington (Salop.)
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In brlef ~the practiczl recasons were:-
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A premaiure battle with Freedom is undesirable,

2 s There is more than one form of propagsnda,

5, eXpense,

4, centralisation,

L In worrying about 2 premature battle with Freedom we

were far from fasiling to sppreciate that such o battle would one

day be necessary; Freed01 hss never sccepted that other anarchist
groups night as sincerely desire ansrchism as it, has always re-
garded anyone who believes in orgsnization as threatenlng its power,
so that while it insists on its right to be independent of the move-
ment, '‘t-does not accept the movement's right tc be independent of

1t.,

However it shculd be borne in mind that Vi besides
owning the press, large stocks of back publications, books etc., (&
besides the fect that bcurgc01o liberal papers mentioning anarchism
naturslly mention the old established firm first,) has large
scurces oi potentisl further funds sc that he can greatly enlarge

the paper ac any time he wisheg,

In 1963 -~ when tihe bulk ol the new influx of anarchists
had turnba to the 3TF' -~ Dby enlarging the editorizl boerd, . by
paying lip service to the establishment of an AFE & by scme advert-
izing he .38 able tc ensure that further recruite turned to the
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v
old firn, 7238 ahle bo foist the sectarian label on the STF & cut
it off Lrom sny hope of furthexr growth,

Experience shows that he will always move decisively
to prcvcnt the greowth of 8 viable anarchist movement in this coun-
try « that he will slways find adequate funds to 3ic him in this,

But Freedcm is not only its owner, Of itz editors
Pete Murner & John Lawrence at leest differ from us in nc vital
respect except thst they have now adopted the Freedom dogmi that
all organizational control ¢f a paper iz bad, e might find
poirts at wshich we would criticise their th.eorsrtical gra Sp, We
- might thingk them insufificlently critical of some careerists, we ;
might say that when they wo sec people as crooks they are apt to
lapse into abhstenticnizn ard avoid entellng che some 3rena for
the soke of makinz the snsrchist ergument stick; -but by & large

f

thiose two at Leost share ouve vision oi a fubure society, & have
MOTE 0x 1€83 tic B3mMe pers 3:ct1v~ of msss self-liberation, the
game pecrspective ¢t revoluticn,

(s

OO Vis a'vig then (& to 8 legser exfent Oothers ass0Cla=
ted with them) we differ in stieseing the necd for org nisation
pows .but. otherwisc conly in triviarities. Wie can therefore oper-

ate in those circles much as CﬂuIL‘tS in the Labour Party with the
difference that the 1.P. has an 01394izn'1( & no iceology & its
entrists tr to supply &he latugf~ while P, - Jd.L. have ideo-
logy but no .:-ganigation & WEevwese

a o ¢

e . lowevey nadly Freedom - & others - attempt to pro-

vice one form oi nrop3ganda -~ 2 paper - they do attempt tce
provide 1it, A peper is however only one form, Ruite ﬁart
from propaganda by deed - direct sction - there sre leaflets,

pamphlets, broadshects,... 38 well that by and large nocne does
much to provide, |

There are various levels to be done: aglitation - say-
ing & little to the meny -~ thst 1s gettling pcople #ithout attem-
pting to convert them to anarchism to behave 1in 3 more militant
manner sc that they adopt some forms of struggl: teken Ifrom the ’
anarchist armocury; propagation proper +Htrying to talk to pecople
already in strug:le or already at least questicning present soc-
iety and instill into them tie Zerms of an anarchist case;
com.unication - getting people who have already come to consider
the¢ anarchist case, & mointaining with them a dialoguc¢ which will
show them how thet case enfolds in practice, how it copes with
new issues & how successfully it can be applied in a8 variety of
circumstances; education - getting people wvhc are alrecady anar-
chists who hove hecn anarchists or in contzct with anarchists,

or ~ho are in rival revoluticnary moveéments and discussing theory »
with them sufiiciently to convince them of the neccessity of a :

moré¢ fully rounded argu ent for mnarchism & a fullexr involvement,

A paper is certainly unbkeatsble for the third; 1t 1s
not very good for the first twoy 2 its use for the fourth is only
good 8s 3 means of involving group activist: in grezter work.,

But here face toc face demccracy, practically as well
as theoreticeally, must be the key in an snarchist group . locsl
magazinegd are prefersble.,
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5 More import.nt thon tieé cost in cash is th: cost in
manpower, An healthy revclutionary wrcopagi:ndist group is one
‘whose meémbers e€ach - individually - arc anocted in one or other
fieli ol the mass movement as 3 gocd militant, sincerely working
to advance the cause c¢f the lsrzer movement, who is %then saving
that that cause can only -be iully ilmplemented by revoiution, &
that thg'waj to revolution mo:t consistent iith it iSee.es.

In cther voras a peper 12 an useful ade¢iticnal vehicle
of argument fcr milivsnts 0 use’ to ounplcment tncliyr individusl
work, but it 13 not a2 good substitubte for thast work.,

Wi rat 211 over the place o0ne sSces grouns that have gube
X inated theiyd: gotivity Lo Cae.  dnteresss, Ol . tigis DEPEL, 1rhe
Lirat civil gisobedicnec, agilon  dn. Ri€ CcOoLRLIV, SLLer hhe: WaD,
(hon—violenk resisbance cominission.of.the PPU. - Lo teL the Operat-
sCca :bhandl . themn, fne  JAVEGP (inslly. tie¢ DAC.) was ruined waen
thie Sguatisys gulddshiy scaiaded Saob wathout then. Feace, Neas would
HOL come. . cut' WHhe -ne. s Wegi, cimilarly . rimenbes the SLL in 58
refraLnlmf Trem an actlon, spich wouludhnave brou oﬂt 1t some consid-
erable infivence at one » Lug -gauwe. time in U militant, tenant
& indugtrijﬂ_;utlees bscsvge, Las DApEr. c8:€ 1118t

L 20%h Cates peETLsnE LAC;_-Gi&ﬁTF,Jaﬁ PILCLy to blawe,
- 'L.._ -~ B s T - .:... . 5 c g, s g, v m—— (o S N e M . - » &
Bak - 1n QL) CRsSEE Lne PELEY | 2B 8 lLEV ted 0 = 10 S herx lrﬂ.p ortance
% ,: O T 0 Ry, R L e N b
than pIOpa Ju.f XM it ‘: 'L g t' W s, s T BT R B e S ‘.._d,.J L.-LCI’D.

Pae T ol e on Of TS 18 . BRED DY o 0 0 O ol 6 - r)..-!ﬂ..f.i-' (& in the
Workers' Fight peaunhlet on the SLL the pj"all“l is felrly drawn
with the C.YP, in the irties); gocd organisers were withdrawn
from- posts of'infiu in indue *”v ¢ among tenants in crder to
Supervisc the Sistxribuabion oif tne pepers; the League became, 8 body
trat 1s always el oungs outedioe. Che fa.kozy zeLling, but never
the journsl distzibubed LY milng3angs 1lnside.,

Having sald this 1 think the ccsting ol the paper hes
: been optimistic. Agreed Direct Action stuck like 8 besotted
limpet to letter press, but ownlnu the press printing everything
oursclves - handiecd - we produced a8n 1ll- looklng thinz for
about £50 an JCbJC: the London group devoting 2ll its time to it,
more or le¢s: giving up producing pamphlets as vell 9s intervening
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Certainly an ofiset lithc plate (or matt) can be typed
Cn an oralinary terWT4tcr (23 lcng as it hass & ?::1101ur*ly
carooniaced Tinbon) & this 13 1itt1e cost. (Iznk 853 Jdi€ iigher
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than one mizht susooce and wastage 1is fairly nigh. Dut once one
D £ el Tom d

gtarts one would wsnt tc“be able. to produce piiotographic plates
| a8 belng more VEIrS *“ile, alright -one can you 9 gluplk ccntact
\ proccqm anu adapt machinery so t~at it can make botlh negs and plates

& s#ill prcduce sonetihing (Logd st Cu Tiunt made 1ts own photo-
. 1grcphi£ equipment ot th&'fﬁﬂ3. g ‘were indistintt 1n tie _papcr,) &

finally citing one‘s M3CLL1NE WIE Jt is near enoughh to those who
gre going to print & their sources of paper supply 1ot to be Too
J -
; A2

\
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expencive thesc way, w;;hu“t u: an encrmous rent is tricky.
(ierzv Chand ler used Lo Py : a quarter & tihat's one main recason
way he vent broke.)



Iet us not delude ourselves thaet we cen bear tle cost
of 2 peper O still Corry on with'other work, & so maintain our
creditebility, we have olready allowed our production oi psmph-—
lets to slide; when ORA was first mooted two pamphlets werc
immediately pUbllthd and the promise was made thiat one a menth
would tollow, in the next two months a further tihree were pub-
lla%co, . W€ were snnouncing t¢at we had draft:s in hsnd for another
half dozen (most of whiclh are still unpubllsﬂed) since when we

giﬁgeo%%frgggllihed gnggmgﬁletrﬁc (and an ORA Newsletter suphlement

I do not know what efiect a2 paper will have on work
in tenonts' associations, women's lib., etc.; (& I would incl-
‘udée with these as the wider mcvement, tlie formation of loc:l ans-
-rchist groups on 3 wvider basis than ORA : +) but I a2 certein this
19 53 factor that ought to be reckone: in the cost, & unles: it
can be shewn that the ORA paper #will help more th;n hinder in
such circles this should be :dded to the costs. (If it woulc help
then of course it would be sdded to the benefits but activists in
tiiese fields must think in terms of +shether they - themselves -
selling s paper will cllow them 3ufficient time to devote as
MCL Wwork as € €y ncw do 'to tile wider causes ¢ g0 whether it will
help their work. One cani ot asscs: the balance in terms of vhet-
heTr somcone else might cone along and 3¢ll the paper to one's con-
tacts, " for that 350 eone else ought tc be doing other work, = it's
whether your werk in the locel tenants' group/whatever will be
faciliated by your raving to devote X hours to selling Y vpapers.

&4, With the best will in the world, & the most self-efi-
acing, dedicatea & SleﬂSBCTlLlCJE 'leading sctivists', 'edit-
crivl comrittee /working group' %& let 1t be clearly understood
that 1 think the best will in the world & these dgualities are to
be foun. in the present case, but then I also thought and think

hat they were present i1n the SVF 1n the mid & lata-mld gixtles
- the editors of a small paper functicning on 2 shoe strlng

cannot consult all the rank & file of their sup orters
at evexry stage of the production of 2 paper;:

attempts tc do this will mcrely mean that the paper
will lose topicslity, to omit something from 2 paper
is as much a com:-ent as to include it, 80 that to
bring cut a pa2per without an article on the most 1impe
ortont current issue because therc was no time to con-
sult the membership, would - as far as reauiers are
concerned - be to say that 1t less importsnt than pre-
serving democratic normse

Very often this .Jould appear doectrinaire or as if we
were dodging important 1ssues,

moxrecover

any editorial group - however libertarisn -(especially
if it has good anarchist editors, +that 1s edlitors
involved in the dey to day wider strugzles of thosec
sround them) i3 bound to view the importance of 211
issues through the light of their own experience,

four



This will mean that howevex hord the editors may try
to consult tie membecrship, however much they may
report thelr actions at 2ll stages, they will have
pre-~conceiveu views as tc which issues are important

C

& which are not.

They will tend to give weight tc the views of those
of the local groups thevy consult to the extent that
the beliefs of the latter accord with their own & they
will tend (o dismliss as ir:elevant the intereots of
any group that wecrks in @ millieu alien to its own.

SO0 ocne gets o local group sending in reports or what
the central group considers irrclevancies, or wanting
to comment on particular international events that
have ceught thc imagination of their sssociates, & the
central group dismiszing these irrelevancies and com-
plaining that the loca2l grcup sends it no news, by
.alch it mea3ns no news of the sort that the central
group comnsider: all important,

finally

since one of the arguments for a paper is tret it will
train our owmn pecple - what the L:ninists o¢all
cadre-building - it should b¢c noted th:at 1t does this
unevenly.

It produces 2 small cecntral group ci papei-specializts
belng urawn more & more out oi othexr strugzglessy 1t
precduces localisea comvitbees in which those who can
aparce time ior tie paper heve 2 disproportionatec Bsay,
& those up to their eyebrows in local csmpaigns too
little, & it reduces a.ranx & file t0o paper-selling
automatons, needing only such political theory as 1is
necessary toc justify the line on vhatever 1issue and to
attack rival papecr-sellers ol difierent groups.

It does nct encoursze localisecd :‘roups to Wwork out
their ocwn position, & to work out to propagste that
position bearing in mind the nsture ol tife pec le

arouna them,

o-5' 8 ¢ 0V 909 0.90909 840 ;9 ¢ C v .8 0 ¥ v 0.8 H» (. & & & o & o o
® © ® ®» ¢ ¢ 0 o P ¢ © v & © 9 © & & © v © v ¢ ¢ &« ® & ¢ € 0 ® ®. L. v B ¥ v U 6 ¢ ¢ @ ° S 6 O O O " 0



Anti-vanguardist theory & the dislectical inter-prmctration of
differing anarchist ideas
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TPhroughout ths Left there i3 an-excessiver « 1ii not odsessive irt-
erest in organizations i journals. in its British application
Leninism has largely acted as ¢ rationalisaticn of this, ¢ this
may well account for its relatively greater attraction toc revol-
utionaries,

Propaganda by the deed is largcly left tc those newly
recruited to the movement, or those who have too recently broi-
en away from a larger faction to have establishcd thelir owm
faetionzl paper.

I am not for one moment suggesting that facticnal ideas - 5%
are not importsnt, that we as & faction have not sowething that |
i3 vital tc cifer the ansrchist movement 2s asn whole - s0 wvital
that without it 1 believe snasrchist revolution is unattainzsble =
but it is something offered to tiic movement es sn whole, mnot an
indcpendenb me s3age, Bl L ah o EO SR TR TIYINE WO G T S

The difierence bet .een a8 revclutionary faction oi snarchists anu a
Leninist group is not only organizational; far more important
than this is the acceptance - lying at the heaxt cf any libert-
arian theory - that one's own faction i3 not fhe¢ supreme embodi=-
ment- ol oll Icvclutlonary wisdom, not infal'ivle, not gifted with
such magnlnncent & unerring wisdom 83 to qualifiy it tc lead the
masses & to iwpose its will on all others

Ihf 1r0Cct cause ci meny of the betrayals 1in bpain was
that-the' ¥FaTl aid net reméuber thisi That: it imposeu 1ts will on
the CLT masses and thereby lessened the latter's self-relisnce,

& autoncmous revolutionary COnsSCciousness

N (-*I %3

A Icvclutlc'ary anarchigt facticn does nct set out to

lead, eitncl e anarchist movement or the mssses beyond., & -
does set out e push. *L dcesd helieve it has something oI 1mport-
ance to ofifer, Tt offere it g8 fericefully @s-1t can, put does

"

this as 3 ifaction ci thi. movemensv,

It moy we¢ll cppose another snarchist tradition basically
but it must makc s distinction between @ tradition which 1s anar-
chist but mistzken at some points 3pna tnerefcre must be combattied
as comrades ¢ one which i3 besiczlly e€litist.

Tt must accept thaet both within % without the ansrchist
novenent there are peoplc ofiering views which do not have every-
thing we would! wish but wno are contributing, perheps in a distort-
ed way, to the raising cf t2e workers' consciousness,

-

I take it thst there is no disagrecuent that the orgsnizations which
anarchist believe the wmorkers - ii & when they attain revclutionary
cocnsciousness - will throw up will in their internal relstions
reflect the scciety they will build.

T take it we sgree thet not only are such crzanizations
the new socilety in cnbryo, but that ou: own org3nization is cither
an earlier foetal stage, or either sperm or ovum beiore fertiliz-
ation. I take it therefore that 7e are azreed that Just as an

81X



anarchiat .society woulu be pluralist - not Just permitting but
encouraging wide diverslty of social cooperstive forms - so must

the future moss workers' movement be and sc now should the prop-
agandist anarchist movement.

But this is not the only rceson for welcoming in our
midst thcse whose revoluticnary ardour might be thought to be
somcwhét less thon obvious, | -

Noct only is it true - as + have argued in ORA 2 & 5,
as 1n twc othei pamphlets published by ORA & Anarchy 68 - that
1f one e¢xamines the early soviets, the early syndicates or other
industrial unionist movemcnts, or anywhcre else where ararchist
ideas - consciously atiributed to anarchism or not - were manifested
in mass mcvencnts, the majority of such movements came from far
more reformist tendencies (some of which had been anarchist-inf-
luenced, soi€e marxist, some Utopian, some¢ proto-Fabiazn) and they
hada coalesced, synthesizing their views and deepening their
radicalism, partly under the impsct of objective conditions, exter-
nal events, & partly beecsuse 2 faction of revolutionary anaxchists
acted as 2 catalyst, (I will be returning to this point.)

It is 3also truec thst there are difierent ¢lcments nec-
€38 :8ry ¢o all stages of struggle. In so far as before it came to
power the Labour Party represented a politicisation of thnc trade
unions and & desire to fight not Jjust foxr sectionsal workers' ends,
but the working class, employed and uncmployed, wage earner and
housewife, adult & child it rep»resented something ci tie advance
that traediticnal left socisl democrat & Stalinist theory (Straychey)
read into it. Now it will be seli-evident that by & laige the
Lib-Labs brought with them a cocncept of so0cial justice 5h3t was
in essence working class liberalismi; but @ liberalism of a5 social-
paternalist varicty rather thon » cut-throat loissez-faireism,

Scme thing ci the cffcct of this is manifested today
in: the moss struggles which, fortunately, 'are cmerging. One
sees very signiiicont 1ndustr131 strugzlesy one sees quite courag-
eous atcempts by the most oppressed & cxp101ted gecctions cf the
working class, squatters, claimants, PROP tc¢ find their own
fecrms of struggle which btring them into confléct with their super-
exploited pcsitions; onc SEES cross3=-class strugygles which dowetoill
#ith the working class truﬂgle at tiris point, & will later release
new forces into it, Noan s lib,, Black Powcr/Frecdom/Liberation,
gypsies, Celtic freerom/language' snd with 3ll these one seces the
general body oi left scocizl-democracy maoking sympathetic noises
- not onlvy from the sidelines - but opting out of 3 duty tc produce
a géneralised political picture. Feiling to argue th: reascns,
thc special oppressicn oi these sections, f21ling to argue hov
their strugzles ore compatible with the general welfsare, failinz
even to ccunter right wing sttacks, e€ven on trade unionists, &
failing ©o Jnswer L silly but popular belief that the only plsce

that a worker's pay rise can come from is out of the pensioner's
pocket.

Political revolutionary theories that are¢ founded sol-
ely on terms oi tiac economically determined strus., 2 of tinec under-
dog of course¢ logicslly ¢ -efraln from putting tioc whols social
picture in ethicsl/altruist tcrms since this vould bte petit-bourg-
edds liberalismn, Though in fact few . groups 3re 35 logical as
this, and gererally thosc ncst 2anxious tec refrain from lzpsing
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into such libersl heresies are those with the lcast rounded — &
therefore the most characteristic:lly libersl - ticories of why
they should be engsged in such sctions, |

Only when a group c®n - in something like mutual asid
terms - talk of tic werking clas. as an whole, & make plsin
that he is as anxious for Justice within the class as without it
can he pesit an united class strug:le vhich neverthele .53 embraces
the sundry sectional struggles listed,

A; it is the sociol democrat left (in which 1 inclu.e
Stalinist TU ofiicials) argues 2s ii believing that 2ll social
change & socicl Justice will come from legislation, i.e. that all
should logically be subocrdimated to the strugzles cf the left within
the lsbour perty & the clectoral fortunes cf the party as an whole,
& then cuite illogicolly (however laudably) applauds direct sction
struggles th:t may well detract frcm this,

Anarchism has always combined the twe distinct elements oi 23n ethical
e lled An  subordination o1 tihg individual %0 the genersl aeel, &
8 determinist belief that chongec ¢s3n only ccme from sclf-interest
moctivated direct intervention by tiie oppresscd.

God #win combined with utopi:n christian (or ex-christisn,
as both humanists & christi:n scci:lists look on him as 3 founder)
pre-Utilidsrian ultra-radical libe¢ralism, coupling his c¢tirical
patierns with an appecal to ti:¢ »leblian m 8ses. ?I say vlevian
since the working clas: consequent cn the industrial revclution
738 in its infancy.)

Anarchis Clouts & other spcockesmen fer the sans-culottes
3gain répresenteu 2 plebisn ultra-liberalism tinge< with utopisn
socialist aimsy and in 8 sense Proudhon wss the last manifestation
of this tracition. It should be noted that by nc me:2ns the only
tradition oi Proudhonism tc have survived is tiat that pirssed by
Bakunism and Guillaume or thrcugh syndicalism intc anarchicm,
The Spanish Federalists were by no means the only Proudhonists to
have lecome liberal, & there sre echoes c¢f Proudhon im such right
wing philoscphies 83 Poujadism; while on t-c other hand the
extreme Mutuslists kept themseclves spart frcm oany immersion 1n
the anarchist movemcnt.,

Much cof Bakunim's critigue oi Iarx ia in terms ©0i an
unstated ethical ccde, that refused for instarnc: to accept tinat
the mcre fact that peesant life inculcated individuslist & competive
ideas, (& lumpen life subscrvient ones) & that since solidoerity
728 not instinctive and equal cocperation unusual in peasant
circles, mecant thet Marx was right 2rd tnat the pe santry could
cnly behave in a2 rcvoluticnary msnner il led from outside theilr
ranks and so sheculi be written cff 898 a revolutionary 1orces
As Bskunin accepted most ci Marx's philosophic2l system, & his
eccnomically determinist theories thore was an 2gppairent controd-
iction reminiscent oif thzt in Godwin,

In both casgs the ccntradiction sorked, vhile the log-
icel systen aould only crk becsuse iwarxists ignored one o. other
part o: 1t The tradition c¢i 2orarchisit 8o ar=ated wes basically
a determinist voriant cof socialism, reintecgrating some cf the
elements of Utopion sccialism which I"arx hed thrown cut, whille con-
tinuing to dencunce the Utcpiens, in which the¢ anarchism wes an
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adjunct (s qualificstion) of the gsocislism,

Kropotkin's greatest contribution may have been the
fact that Mutusl Aid systemati:cs an ethicel basis for that pamt
of the anarchist repudiation of lharx, 1t is in seccordance with
tils thot Kropotkin intcgrated intec the general body c¢i anarchist
ideas the thinking of anti-governwentslist Utcpians like Thoreau,
Tucker & Tolstoi; he cqually of course tried tc integrate Stirner,
but thcugh otirner had becn as insistent s Tnoreau et alia that
he wos no ararchist the Stirnerites promptly cloimed tc be the
only tru: anarchists launching "The Anarchist" in opposition to
Freedcm,

In a sense this changed anarchism; 1in & sense that
was thc result of the emergence first oi reformist liarxist & then
cf Bolshevist governments. Anarchism instesd ci being 3 partic-
uler trodition of socislism becaime synonymous witcin those socislists
who s8till wanted wirkexrs' control, 8 MONEYLc3: €CONOMYyeeey &
when @ period of radicsl retreat csme 'which left tine ansrchist
comunists weaker than the indiviauslistsy; the communism cf the
anarchist communists became 3 mere adjunct of thelr 1ndividualism
not vice versa, Sc thet it is n. v 3assumed = €VveEn by many
anarchist communists - that sansrchist communism puts the individasl
before the collective, whercas Bskunin would have endorsed Marx
(¢f the Grundrisse) in seeing the whole cult of the individusl as
a recently created myth. The idea oi the selfi-sufficient indiv-
idual only arises in maess socicties, partly becouse tribal coop-
eration is lost partly in reaction tc the mass nature, partly
beccause only when one has rcacned ¢ mass socicty level cf ecconomic
'affluence' dc the things that make for the sturdy individuslist
materialise,

This chonge m2de pos:ible the integration cf 2 philos-
cphy of sectional & c¢thical criticism oi class soclalism 1nto one
coherent clsss strugzle based philoscphy -~ syndicalism,

We oare left by historical developments with an 2narchist novement
which has in large part forgotten its socislist heritage and 2
number of libertarian sccialist, council comnunist,... grouplngs

which hsving originated from Marxist-Leninism, & having becn alien-
ated by the individualist currents of anarchism dc not usc tie
tecrn,

There arc other currents derived from sections of
social democrescy who have rcacted against state planning to :ec
that that does not bring sccialism, ond also have been alienated
by the term 2narchist ox thc existing snsrchist movement, & fin3ally
there are those who starting from an ethical apprcach - not always,
but often, @ pacifist one - have reached a position mcre or less
equivalent tc the Tolstoi-Thoreau tradition ol anarghlsm? & have
adopted from us further ideas to bring ther intc line with synds
jcalist or Kropotkinist involvement in 2 wider movement,.but whe
still sec no particular resson to call bthemselves anarchists.

We can only hope tc get anywhere if thosc who are non-
comimunist anarchists, & those who 3re ncn-anarchist communists;
those who ¢sll themselv s «.avchist & those whe dc not become
ready to sccept the need for them tc allcw thel: ideas to inter-
penetrate, This dces not mean thst they must renounce thelr own
views tc submerge them in the synthesis, the vJorker who has been
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awoken to the dangcrs of authoritarisn education or militsrism by
a revisionist anarchist, is still going to be thc more ready to
combat the power ci the state & sec that the state is nct an im-
partial arbiter, but th: agency c¢f the boss, & that it induces
subservience and nationalism as a weapon primarily against the
worker; while the pacifist can besr in mind that anarchist comm-
unist propagand2 is always snti-militarist, & aslwavs against an
?gthoritarianregimentat on in the name of 'revolutionary discip-
ine,

In the mass movenents of the nost the revolutionsry snarchists

acted as @ synthesis facilitating the synthesis ¢f ethical & det-
eérminist traditions of zoci:lism in one new cuasi-ansarchist whole,
We hoeve not ncw got an snsrchist revolutionary movement capable

ci periorming this catalytic task. de hsve to create that, but
here too we€ have to act as 8 c2talyst bringing together groups that
are already libertarian to get them together to create a movenment
that while rc¢taining its internal diversity nevertheles:> has a
common sense of- purpose, & 2 common desire tc change society.,
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neglected facet of past snarchist theory, the Bergson/Sorelian
notivating myth

W - . AR o . -

am not generally an admirexr of Georges os0rel, Sgndicalism has

I think suffered from the fact that mcst people thing of him as

its founder & sole theorist. But his adepticn of Bergson's theory
of the mctivating myth in history - particularly but not exclus-
ively with reference tc the Bocisl Gené¢rsl Strike is 1 think too
much igncred, '

Bergson had shewn tihat in science, art, Iindustry &
clsewhere meny notable a2dvances were made by people inspired by
g preccnceiveu belief in scmething.,. They set cut to prove it
(sonetime s disprcove it) what they found night well be very dif-
ferent from what they sought. But the wholehezsrte. 2im had been
a motivation thzst had kept them geing through the neces:ary work
ci the search. He applicd this naturslly as o commentary on much
religious thinking snu endeavour. |

Sorel - starting from the fact that thc effort made to
achieve 2 desirablec end, while not a2chieving it, moy well be more
likely tc achieve - as 3 3ide efiect - another desirsble end thon
an unmctivated search applied this to the general strike, Many
had said - arguing against Allemant - thst if th: werkers had the
consciousness necessary ur nounting and vagine 2 generadl strike
they 7ould be capable cf aschigvinr socialism ;7 other easier means,
Sorel conceded this, but said the 5Go has 9 stark simnlicity that
makes it 2 suitable slogar to attract peccple to revolutionary soc-
ialism, Once attracted t ey have to explore the means & in so
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doing attseined that consciousness; realizing alsc that building
the revolutionary industrial union capable of taking & holding the
means ol production while subverting the loyalties of the armed
i1orces weculd itself be the revolutionary act,. |

socliel myth therefcore is defined:-as a2 sccial demand, easily
grapped as an idea, capable of inspiring activity, which is of
itself intrinsicslly desirable, the pur:cusnce of which msy not.
satisfy the demand itself but brings one closer to the reason that
one advances that demand, ef | '

It would be fair to say - thecugh they prchbably would
not like the terms - that when Priestly % others advenced the
slcgan of Unilateral Nucleer Dis'ot andﬁguggesteﬂ annching CND
as a movement enmbedying it (though not committed to it) Lvving
thereby to "haeness the radicezlism of youth" to . .the Lehcur Party
Left, they were trying tc use unilateral disarmament as a |
Screlisn myth; in a2 gense; but in that ¥D could not have been
gchleved within Li¢c context or o bourzeois stete, and in that
aealcateu strugzg les tc otvain it advanced the anaichist reawaken-—
ing, . in thst Priestley certsinly di. not want 5 basic question-
ing o1 thne wourgecis state it wos the more doctrinsire 'unilater-
alists who were in th¢ Sorelian tradition,

In a sense the whole concept of industrial unionism
has in this country always been treated by syndicalistz as 2 myth.
Pnglish =zyndicalists = faced with the closed shops ncrmzl to
reformist unions - have for thce most part (Aldred in the 1920s
was a nctable exception) rejected dual unicnism and belicved that
rank 2and file orgsanizaticn within the framework of traditional
unionism w72as ¢ € only hopec. The Shop Stewards' movewent in large
measure wss 8 joint syndicalist-De Leonist achievement, & the effect
of industrisl unionist sgitation is rc¢féected by the fact thast many
unions pay lip sexvice to industrial unionism & have written 1intc
their constitutions the rule that the sim o¢f the unicn is tc #in
for the werkers - by hand ¢ by brain - the full contrcl of their
society., Consequently British syndicaelism has posed tiue¢ industriel
unionist crganizational, theoretical & other forms as an -im,
kncwing that work to achieve it will attein lesser improve.ents
within the framework of tne main current of the unions. % be
more e€ffecctive in duing this than any ctatist efiorts tc make the
unions revolutici ary. |

In mirh the sare way the concept ci 3 viablc AFB can be a motivating

Yt '+ ig .:ry possible that one¢ would not ochieve it, 1t 1is
very possible ggggg are other norc -~asily attainable means to

a viable propagandist group which will itself work ior o miss
united libertarian communist movemcnt. But work towards a real
AFB is I hold the mest likely way tc achieve this propggandist
movenent even if what we achidve differs in some nctablc respects
from what we set out to achieve,

I say 8 propagandist anarchisv movement, thougl. i.Lis 1s to over-

simplify the role that such a federation shocuid fill, It would
be the militant minority attempting to l3y the foundations cof the
wider movement, nct just 2 body engsged in nothing more than
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paper-selling - propagands frcm outside the movement. But equally
it wculd never forget the need to propagate its ideas as the reason
for its actions, It would refrain from the Leninist caricature

of syndicalism, (in fact more cften found smong Leninist industrial
militsnts), discussing only industrial matters at the shep floor

& oppoming the introducticn of other radical ideas for feat that
thecy split the unity of the workers,

Keith Patcr - in an excellent article in Ansrchy -~ & I - in ORA 2
& 'Anarchism & Organizaticn' - sketched out 2 thecry of anarcinist
organization relating this tc the frec society; & I will not re-
peat that here, Though I wculd refer readers to those articles
for fuller apprecistion ci whot I envisage as s decentralised &
interlocking snarchist crganization., In eacia case we pictured
2 full blewn propagandist grouping which wey not be immediately
cn the cards, but it is essential that the early corgsnizaticn
embodies the same values as are desired in the full blown & comp-

lete one,

I shall be going intc details latcr 23 to my immediate proposals,
but at this stog: while considering the matter as myth, I think
it is necessary to portray three propagandist stages: - what we
¢can achieve now, what we c3n reasonably wsork for as soon as we
have achiceved it, plans tcwards a daily paper. I want to show
that c¢ach stage fcllows practically as well as thecretically from
the earliecxr if one avoids an ORA paper,

I argue that boeth from 8 propagandist point or view and in terms ol
training peoplc coming to our own movement and developing thelr
self-confidence locslly busec nmagazines arce best, I do not mean
merely geographically based ones; the locality may be the 7
Industry, 2 particulsar csmpaign ox one o half 2 dozen similar
intecrest groups. | |

One should fostexr these, But cquite rightly we want
to put over a specifically ORA viewpoint.  We cen combine tac tvo -
by publishing 5 national news-insert of news from all over the
country, 7ith our positicn msde plein, for inclusion in local
magazines, If we litho these at a ccnvenient size the lccal group
can staple these intc 1ts own paper,

This will mean that the local group will still have
control of their mag., still have the interest & enthusiasm which
coes with putting out their local case, #ill still be able to
make sure that th: mag. is sold on the basis of news which will
appeal to their immeciate surroundings, Groups however which have
difficulty producing copy, oxr fecl they know toc little of wnat
is going on elsewhere, will find it easier tc¢ -produce their papcr.

Litheoing sufiicient copies toc go in say hali a dozen .
local mags, we can dc it fairly cheaply, so that the local groups -
#ill not find it difiicult tc pay part of the cost, while it w1ill 3
still act to subsidize then,

If other g 2up. started producing insé€s toc there
would be noting to prevent 2 loc3l group h3v.rg two inszets, argm 1ing

~

different onarchist cases, . thereby ccntributing to tlie inter-

twe lve
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action of ansvchist argunents, (I think our l2unching an inset
would 1n foct compel RF & A3A, Minus One & one or two others of
cur neighbours to ccnsider a8 similsr change.)

Before any one leaps up in horror, ie€8, - 17d% get
tie idea from church magazines, #where insets - now invariably
ghastly one ., therc was cne good one (co paratively) but Tim
Besumont bought it up & I believe it died - are cuite common, but
normwally found only in the megazines of whuches where the priest
1s toc lazy or too stupid to produce anything himself, rather than
a3 an unifying factor & an 2id cashwise, 1let alonec ittempts to
introduce something more fundamental into the trivial discussions
that cheracterise mcst parish megazines,

When one »°9 got a number of local mags., & a few insets, (a8 miniaum
cf ¢i: =ax8, & onc inset,) then it wculd be possible to combine
them intc onc gocd weekly paper; where the front page & one other
variec according to th: locality being produced by the former
loccl mag, with the inside being thc inset exponded to bring in
the news from the other local groups; or if more thsn one inset
the inside woul. have some different perts for cach,

Let's immediatcly draw the (istinction betwecn the united
front thaot this would create & Freedom. The editors of Frecdom
try to create o balance betwecn the differing snarchist traditions,
try to smocth.over the differences and behave ss ii they don't
really exist, We wvould be structuring the debate, bringing out
into the open that so & 30 is saying this & you can join him, so
& 80 disagrees & you can join him; but both apprecizte that they
are part « parcel oi o wider movement.

The pager at this stage would obviously be lithoed. 1t
13 much essier to transport s plate (easicr still 3 neg) than
printe. papers; 3¢ it would not be difficult for each local
group = & I am not suggesting limiting ¢ cm necessarily tc the
frent paze, that would depend on numbers and siz € of paper avail-
. able, - to produce its own plate or neg (photographically, thereby
allowing pictures) & send these in to the central group tc be run.

As finances grew, as other 1local groups woanted to produce their
editions, anua as other libertarian groups wanted to come in as
1f insets we could think seriously about a daily. A ain thc¢ point
that 1t 1s casier to transport a plate or neg ti.an bundles of paper
should be central, The Mcrning Star (. Workers' Press have great
difficulty delivering large bundles cof printed papers rvound the
country, because they print all the papc<rs centrally. We should
aim to have a dozen small offsets (R 30/90 - Miehle Grosse Dexter
- or what have you) dotted round the country, with perhaps far
more than thet number of neg or plate-making centres. As these
woulce be trammported before printing, they sould be going earlier
when it Jsculd be easier tc put them on a yrain; & the number of
papers to bc printed in any one place would be sufficiently small

to meie things possible.

"

One final point before we leave the subject of tine Sorelisn myth,
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Inciuvental factors & background features

TR ———— Fel Grage e gUAP AN i e Wi @

1. ' Where we are. T

I briefly descri ed the bulk of th:c social democratic left as comb-
ining with .helr parliamentarian perspective an illogical - for
them - support for a large number of direct action strugzles,
which we would see as the basis, - in 2 small way, - of 5 mass
libertarian struggle,

By socilal democrat I do not confine myself tc the Lab-
our Party, still less to the right wing of it which is now using
the tern as a synonym for the pro-Comron Market, state-planned,

. mixed-econcny, managerialist-c.pitelist policies it proposes. I

am using the term in its 19th Century sense as one who believes

that sociclism cun come by ti:e c:pture of the political machinery

p of the stote, by 5 party bscked by the besic orgens of the working
class & enforcing the power oi its parlismentary representatives
aga.nst any attempt by right wing elements to ignore the decisions
of parlisment.

This includes the Ccmmunist Party in its official
statements, a lot of the old New Left & many others,

SLightly out ci canovracter in this set up one finds
groups lixe tnc Institute for “orkers' Control, tha Bertie Russell
Peace Foundation, the C.P, front Liason Comnittee for the Defence
of Trade Unions & so forth. These arguc for a sociclist perspect-
ive & strugglc that goes beyond social democracy, but do it so
rigidly within the framework c¢i that socisl dc¢mocracy, & are so
careful to avoid introducing toc many topics o, political interest
for fear of splitting the workers tiat outwardly they appear to
be merely morc militant social democrats.,

It 1s notable that ¢f late there has been 3 trend smong
those sccial democrats still in the Labour Party to attempt to

vyork out a definite perspective of political change; while there

. has also becn 2 trend from amcongst former revolutiocnaries to
"eschew sectarionism"” & "while still believing thet the socialist
hes o right to lead the masseg" & thereiore not "attacking venguard-
ism", (o try and manifest thi: modified vanguardism within the
fremework ci Tribune. |

I think this will go further; whether c¢r not they are
3able to produce a tneory that combines the suprcrt for strugzle
with 8 parlisment-oriented pnilesophy. The fact that mnany of
them ‘are ex-beclshevists & have spent s0 much timc denouncing
Austro~Marxism & Kautskyan-Centrism make: i1t hard for them to
develop the old centrist perspective (given & renewed revolutionary
flavour in Ross Tuxembourg's writings) of norliomenterians acting
as rubber stomps on gains the werkers make for themselves by
direct action.

2 BN

In such circumstances, & especislly since the Nixon-lMao talks took
the heart out of nmuch of the Left-3talinist movement, the majority
of those propagating @ s cia'ist perspective which makes sense out
of supporting 5ll the voarious ~vorkers' actions 2re in one or other
Trotskyist foction., (I uze the term widely, I don't thknk that
for all his faults Trotsky would hive acknowledged any of his heirs.)
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The significance of the term anarchist, & the necessity to retain
it is put in question by the apparent bankrupt state of the anar-
chist movement & the readiness of other healthy currents toc esll
themselves libertarian but distrust of the¢ word anarchist,

In the past the only real argument here was that we had nc desire
to discown our heritage, we were first given the name (starting ,
frcm Bakunin not Godwin) 28 2 term cf 3buse, & sc =2ssuredly there
18 nc rc2l recascn why we shculdn't have found ourselves a bLetter
term; (Though this would have been made a term of abuse by our
enemies anyway.) But tc explsin where we differed from 'socislism!'
we aculd have tc refer back to the histery cf the Marxzist/idnarchist
split (even when-as in my case one tends to favour Marx rather than
Bakunin on nany points) & sc the wvord anarchist would be ‘introduced.
Once introduced it would appear cowardice that cne dic not adopt
it. |

But now there are other reasons, One has Septimues Swine (Lord Hail
Sham) dencuncing ararchists here, whom2var tirade unionists strike,
or vwedshmen wish to be addressed in theixr can langusge, One has
trade union bureaucrats denouncing dissidents in their own unions
(Jones & the dockers) as anarchists, On:c nh2s Leninists denouncing
overemphasis on the industrial strugzle as nere petit bourgeois
anarchism; & one has the papers ranting a2 3inst sit-in strikes
ag opening the dor s tc anarchism,.

| Enough workers sre being denounced -~ for the right
reasocns - by capitalists 2s anarchists; encugh militants told
that if they are not totally subservient tc some self-elected set
of potential dictators they sre snarchists; that our propaganda
is teing done for us. All over the place there must be people,
nc docubt 3t the moment furiocusly denying they 3are anarchist, they
just want frecdom, but wanting to know "what the hell is sn anar-
chist enyway." | ' :

They mnay w#€ell be misinformed when they ask, Kay well
at first believe the misinformation. But as they are told that
it 1s petit bourgeois anarchism for workers to come togethner at
thie shop floor -ond insist on controlling their cmgonization; that
it is petit bourgeoi: ansrchism for workers to talk ¢if running theilr
factories the¢mselves, rather tlhon have an enlightened manazed ap=-
pointeu by an all wise porty; p.b.s. to talk of...; they are Zoing
tc wonder just why such @ petit bourgeois group as amnarchists should
cdvocate so nucn power for workers and in such 2 sensiplc way.

, Sooner or later they'll get round to asking anarchists.
We want tc be T cre when 1t happens.  They'll ask the largest =
body of anarchists & the largest publishing group. they a4y well
when they've looked at it be alienated, & belin tc believe some of
the eriticisms formerly made., Unlcss there are revolutionary®
anarchists around thet publishing grcup & that bedy, zready toc add

to the answers.,
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