SILK SCRIIN PRINTING.
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Basic things you need

.(cost ﬁé)8/~

(1) A WOODEN FRAME to hold the orgsndy. | _
(homemede, sbout) 12/~

(2) A SQUIEGEE to fit inside the frasme.
(3) ORGANDY (silk substitute). (1yd., London) 9/-
(4) A TABLE or BENCH TO teke the frame.

(5) STANCIL. (Profilm, per sheet) 8/ =
(6) INK. e (Screen. Ink, per imperisl gusrt) 17/-
(7) BROWN STICKY PAPZHR, (per roll) 2/6

ABSORBENT PAPER, for printing. (free; or per 100, about) 5/,
PEGS, to hang wet posters.

(8)
(9)

Totel initial.cost, about _£ J.
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PREPARATION

The frome should be sbout 1" wide & 2-3" deep. You should sllow
L' all round bigger than your lsrgest poster,. eg wood 36/27 for s
poster 28/19. Bridsl joints are ideal for the corners.

veegee of rubber %

" thick, placed betieen 2 pieces
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Make the sg
of wood, so tnaet the rubber sticks out 8t least . They can be

bought resdy made, but src rsther expensive.

Orgendy can be bought 1in

Remember %o have & coup.le of

stepled ( oper ended stapler
onto the frame. Orzendy does

the materisls dept. of eny big store.

inches so0 that the materisl can be
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or stéple gun; or lsrge drswing pins )

tend to rip, but it must be pulled

tight to avoid sny creases.

With thc orgendy in the well of the frame, hinge the frasme -onto
the téble. Tihls enormcusly incresses stebility & esse of removsl.

You con use ordinasry paper to cut the .stencil, but the result
tends to be indifferent. Profilm is much more costly, but gives
much better results, & we ourselves use this. Bluefilm & smberfilm,
neither of which we have tried, can slso be used. 5

Any thick poster or other thick printing ink csn be used, but
NOT duplicator ink. Special screen printing inks asre commonly used,
in 8 variety of colours; they need watering down gquite hesvily,
with white spirit, as otherwise they are difficult to use & ex-
pensivel A bit of exper nting will soon show what is best for you.
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ZXECUTION ¢ =

(1) Drew s bold poster on ordinary psper, doing it the exsct size
you went the reproduction. Put 1t on s flsot surface & pin the pro-
film, shiny side up, on top of ite Then with & hsandycraft knife or
similar cut out the_letiers.&/or design, removing the loose pieces
as you go & meking sure not to cut too often into the backing paper.

Then plsce the cut profilm, still shiny side up, underneath the
orgendy in the position you will went for printing, & run s hot iron
(no. 3 electric). When it has chenged colour sll over, cxcept for
inaccessible corners, to @ derker brown, lift up the froeme & gently
pull off the backing peper, corner first. If smell bits of the pro-
film come off at this point, they can be replaced by equivalent
pieces of the brown sticky tape.

Mask-with the brown tepe round the outside of the frame (must)
& the inside (optional), doing it twice over & then reinforcing the
corners. If you're going to do & print of over 500, it will be
worth lacquering the tepe. Be coarceful not to mesk any pasrt of the
design. It is the mesking that tekes up much of the difference bet-
ween the size of freme & of poster. Then lesve the ready frame to
dry, prefersbly overnight..

(2) Do your original poster on'newsprint, cutting out with scissors
or whatever. Place it under the frame as above, & one pull of ink by
the sqguecgee should hold ‘it in place. Then mosk & lesve, 8s 8bove.

You will find thet ink will occesionslly 'spill' slightly outside
the design on your copies. This will ususlly rectify itself in s
couple of copies, or you can clesn the affected underneath pert of
the stencilil with white spirit. If 1nk comes through consilistently 8t
the sides, it probsbly means thst there is 8 smsll gap between the
edges of the stencil & the mesking tepe. There may also be air
bubbles between the profilm & the orgsndy, if the profilm wss not
ironed on properly. |
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- Cleaning afterwsrds. Unless cleened st once, the ink on both
frome & squeegee will harden. The squeegee is quite easy to wipe
clean with bogroll, & should be done as soon ss you finish. We tho'
tend to throw.away the organdy esch time, &8s its very smell mesh
mekes it very difficult to clean, & it is quite s task to remove
the stencil, too. White spirit would agsin be used. After o large
printidg;”thg_gpgaanﬂmBy_QLQQ well'be 8 bit worn.

Personnel needed. One person ¢on obviously do much of the pre-
Liminary work, altho careful cutting of the steﬁcil can be very
leborious. In the sctusl printing : someone to;mix the ink, someone
to work the sQueegee, someone.to insert & remqu the peper, & some- 3
one to heng the copies up to dry. A bresk in the middle of work will
do no harm, but the ink will encrust overnight. If changing colouar
from one poster to the mext, o in the middle of & two or more col-
ourcd poster, remember thot the dominant colour (eg black) will
show through even wecks later as the whi te spirit melts it , unless
you clean the screen very thoroughly.

We hsve been using this process ourscelves for the last four months
or s0y, & we would like to see 8ll snarchist & libertarisn groups
heve 8 go st it. It's cheap, quick, & relisble, &, after the first
eXploratory go,'eésyi We have produced 10 different designs since
Eaéter, average print 100, mostly by people who before Hsster knew
| nothing sbout the process st all! For further supplies: London,
Keep's, Theobalds Rd., WC 2, havé everything except the wood & the

orgendy; outside'London, look up silk screen suppliers/printers in
the trade section of the telephone dlrcctory.

Fuorther advice from the Camden Poster Workshop, London; or
ourselves, Lewishem Anarchlsts,.61BsGranv1lle Park, London SE 13.
If you coen't or won't use this informstion, for hesven's sake don't
throw it away - give it to someone who CAN use it !

P & P Lewishem Ansrchists, 61B Grenville Park, London SE 13. July 69.



\,\/:TH Nl 6y chcy PECE InSEE B NOUGH
T0 WCUSE 1 STR\P OF RUBRER OF THE »A\Vtt C\ZE
OB THE WweoD, PLACE RULBER AG 6 HOWN AN
EERE s ALL B TOGETHER.THE SQUEL ;\,__\_-_- MUSLT

Be ABLE 7O MUOVE FREELY UPANDOWN THELENVGHT OF
THE FRAME





