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This edition of Sinews might have come out earlier (as promised) but I
was waiting for news about the CNT-U’s tenth congress and then had to 
get various points clarified. As I’m back in England again this sort of 
thing takes a lot longer, but it also means that the quality of Sinews 
should improve because I’ve got access to a word-processor now. (*)
Hopefully before too long I'll get hold of the latest copy of 'Oveja
Negra' from 
what went on 
will be the 
irregularly,

the CNT-U in. Vitoria which should have more insights into
at the congress. If so 
main topics in no. 9. 
depending on when I

, that (and an update on the dockers) 
In future Sinews will be coming out
get enough interesting information

together.

STOP PRESS: Report on Vitoria 6 included with this copy of Sinews
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another reality within the CNT-U which ha 
as the ’globalist’ (ie ecological,

This was
represents a
folowing report is taken from a letter written by a Spanish comrade 
after he’d spoken to various people who attended

'Any congress is bound to give rise to disagreements as it involves 
the participation of a large number of people, but at the moment there 
is also a polarisation in the CNT-U between two major attitudes.

Ever since the Congress of Unification in ’84 there has developed a 
reformist or official line (O.L,) in the organisation. The C of U was 
largely a handshake between leading militants with few examples of 
reunification developing from an original co-operation between the bases 
of the two CNT,
according to their 
characterised by
’marketing’

However there is
union base as well
perspective which some imagine to be its only strength. It is stronger 
in certain areas such as Zaragoza and Vitoria but
sufficiently organised to be called a tendency as such.

Just before the congress an article apeared in a
called ’La Vanguardia de Barcelona’ claiming
renounce anarcho-syndicalism and revolution at
Many feared this may reflect a genuine intenion
(Jose Marc, Bernal,
into a defence of the CNT’s traditional values,
worn at the congress
art icle, 
concerned.

so they were able to mould the new
ideas and determine its public image.
the words like ’moderation’, ’efficiency’

(f) Originally this was the first Sinews to be done on a word processor.



As a result the more radical resolutions (eg all those from Vitoria) 
were passed unanimously and the A/S nature of the CNT-U confirmed. On 
the other hand the O.L.’s proposals were defeated.

This was a boost for radical positions within the CNT-U, but the 
people who would have been best suited to carry them out (eg Jose 
Collado from Vitoria) declined to be elected (despite the virtual 
insistance of several unions) on the basis that they would be too busy 
organising a national tour against the frame ups at Michelin, etc. This 
left the same people, the O.L. in Madrid, as the only real option, 
especially as they seem to have gone in for certain procedural 
irregularities, such as getting a bloke called Domingo from Barcelona on 
what was meant to be a committee drawn from the members in Madrid. (The 
procedure is that the national secretary and city of residence is chosen 
first then the members in that region chose the committee from amongst 
their number)’

Carles

How this arrangement will work out in practice remains to be seen and 
will be dealt with in future issues of this newsletter.

DOCKERS EIGHTT ON:

There were a series of national dock strikes on alternate hours from
June 9th to July 17th this year in an attempt 
the 37 State Societies (Sociedades Estatales,

to influence the nature of
S.E.) which the :overnmen t

has introduced to replace the OTP (like Britain’s National Docks Board) 
as part of its privatisation plan. (See Sinews no.7 for details.)

These strikes (from 7 to 8 o’clock, then 9 to 10 o’clock - presumably 
as a way to maximise disruption and minimise wage loss) were unanimous 
and organised by daily mass assemblies. They were called off when the 
presidents of the first three SEs to be implemented (those in Barcelona, 
Teneriffe and Las Palmas) agreed to negotiate, so that the two sides 
could begin a detailed exchange of proposals. Infact only the Co- 
ordinadora kept to this agreement and the meeting arranged for September 
14th was unilaterally cancelled by the bosses. On the 30th of July the 
rest of the 37 SEs were officialy set up creating what ’La Estiba’ (the 
co-ordinadora’s paper) describes as ’an atmosphere of tension and 
vigi lance...as we wait to see how the administration will try to impose 
the new SEs. ’

Eleven smaller ports throughout Spain have been left in limbo by the 
new system, being neither in the old OTP or the new SEs, on the grounds 
that they are not ‘general interest’ ports (ie do not deal with a range 
of cargos?) and can therefore expect to go into decline. In one of 
these, Villanova near Barcelona, a company called GRIMEX is importing 
cement using scab labour and this has led to confrontations.

An new organisation, the OTEB, with over 100 members, has been set up 
in Barcelona to complement the OEPB and was favourably reported in ‘la 
Estiba’. This organisation seems to be an attempt to unite all workers 
in the port of Barcelona and for the same reason the city’s 350 dockers 
struck from 9/6/87 - 16/6/87 and from 26/6/87 - 3/7/87 for a new working 
agreement that will unify the conditions of work for dockers and those 
involved in the reception of goods (paper workers, etc?). The strikes 
were total and run by daily assemblies.
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BLACK SHELF* BITES BACK

As a further contribution to revitilising the anarchist tradition of 
self-critisism there now follows a shortened transaction of an article 
from ’Oveja Negra'- Black Sheep, April 87,

What’s the idea of this expression ’autonomous unionism’ 
(sindicalismo autonomo) which is being used as a substitute for anarcho- 
syndicalist, and I mean a substitute, not a synonym. When CNT decided it 
needed a new image the term ’autonomous unionism’ was invented to 
express the fact that we are not a conveyor belt for any political 
party, but beneath this banner we seem to be marching towards a bland, 
reformist electioneering in direct contradiction to what was decided at 
our last congress (■*)

What do we mean by ’autonomous*? The CEOE (Spain’s CBI) is autonomous, 
the word just means that an organisation decides its own norms. So what 
are our norms? My impression is that in following the idea of 
‘possibi1ismo’ we’ve just ended up tagging along behind the CCOO and 
becoming more alienated from the CNT-AIT. If that’s what autonomous 
unionism means, we dont want it!

Miguel Iniguez

<*) WORKPLACE ELECTIONS: Someone else once said to me, as does M. I. in 
the article above, that the CNT-U had taken a decision to not actively 
campaign in these elections, but after a close scrutiny of the 
resolutions decided it was more of an ’understanding' than a 
’descision'. Sadly the CNT-U did put out stickers in the team colours 
saying simply ’Vota CNT’, but anyway, it didn't do them much good. 
Initial surveys had suggested the CNT-U would do alot better, but when 
it came to it there were a thousand times more stickers saying 'Vota 
UGT* or ’Vota CCOO’, not to mention hundreds of full time officials 
working for these unions.

I would say that the tactic of getting members elected on to the 
workplace committees can still be useful for the CNT-U in terms of 
having one or two people who can report back to mass assemblies on what 
is said there and generally keep the CNT up-to-date with information 
given to the other unions. It's even possible that the CNT-U will draw 
the conclusion they are unlikely to become a 'third force’ on a national 
level through the committees and adopt attitudes less alien to those of 
the CNT-AIT... possible, but not very likely.

ADDRESSES: The ’Asociacion Isaac Puente’ in Vitoria has put out a list 
of addresses for both CNT in Spain and the Basque Country. If you want 
details for specific areas let me know

UGT •EURIOUS’ W I T7*H GOVERNMENT :

It now looks as if Spain's socialist trade union, the UGT, is about to 
fall out with its political party, the PSOE, which has been implementing 
’Thatcherismo* (but calling it 'socialismo’) for the last 5 years. 
Characterised as a tame poodle, the UGT is finally finding its teeth... 
or is it?

The row centres on the governments budget proposals for '88 which 
would limit increases in pensions and civil service salaries to 4% 
(despite an official inflation rate of 5.5%) and thus set a norm for 
industrial settlements as well.
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On October 21st the UGT’s general secretary, Nicholas Redondo (perhaps 
thinking back to the days when he was a hero of the struggle to end 
Franco’s rule in the Basque country) resigned his seat in parliament as 
a socialist deputy. The other 11 UGT deputies followed his lead. A joint 
campaign with the communist CCOO againsst the government has been 
promised and the UGT has already decided that it will not be sending 
representatives to the PSOE’s congress in January ‘88.

On top of all this the leader of what left wing the PSOE still has (an 
organisation called Izquierda Socialista, Socialist Left) resigned the 
day before as a result of a row centering around his accusations that 
many PSOE leaders had made a fortune out of crooked business deals 
whilst in office. According to the Guardian, the PSOE’s leader, Felipe 
Gonzales, is becoming increasingly Isolated from reality and intolerant 
of criticism. The paper even suggests that he has a paranoid fear of 
suffering the same fate as Jim Callaghan (remember ’him?) whose 
government fell after he lost control of the unions. Is this fear 
justified? In the abscence of a trained psychiatrist my opinion is that 
the UGT’s revolt will stop short of anything really serious, but only 
t ime wi11 tell.,.

MORE AGGRO:

At a meeting of the CNT-U in Barcelona on March 12th, f rom
the CNT-AIT carrying knives and clubs broke in and ran amok. Three 
members of the CNT-U were taken to hospital, one with stab wounds, but 
they managed to overcome the intruders (who included Luis Edo, the 
editor of ’Solidaridad Obrera’ and Manuel Plaza, general secretary of 
the AIT) and continue with the meeting. There have been isolated 
examples of individuals in the CNT-U attacking CNT-AIT property, but 
this kind of persistant campaign organised at the highest level and 
involving serious injuries is much more disturbing.

LESS AGGRO:

According to an interview with Pepe Gomez issue no. 2 of The
Syndicalist
spearheading 
redundancies,

Bulletin
a bitter

He goes on to suggest

(*) the CNT-AIT in Cadiz, which has been 
confrontation with the government over shipyard 
relations with members of the CNT-U in that city, 
that the CNT-AIT’s national committee should be

moved from Barcelona to Bilbao so as to minimise the personality clashes 
that he sees as a major factor in aggravating the split between the two 
organisations. Bilbao seems to be the CNT-AIT's third biggest centre 
nationally, for example they have an office in the industrial suburb of 
Dos Caminos as well as in the city centre.

ACROSS THE PYRENEES: In the same issue of the S.B, it is revealed that 
the CNT-AIT’s equivalent in France (also known as the CNT-AIT) voted at 
its 21st congress in May to allow public sector unions to stand for 
elections in the work place as its private sector ones have since its 
20th congress. Will this flexibility spread south?

(*) Copies of the S.B. are available from: Syndicalist Bulletin, P.O. 
Box 102, Hull. £1.50 for six issues.

After this mailing your sub stands at...
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VITORIA SIX

Six members of the CNT trade union in Vitoria, capital city of the Basque country, 
have finally received the dates for their trial, 4 years after they were arrested. The 
trials will be on:

OCTOBER 28th and DECEMBER 1st, at THE AUDIENCIA NACIONAL,
C/ GARCIA GUTIERREZ, MADRID, AT 10.30 am

The six accused are: GUILLERO GUERRERO, SANTIAGO ABAD, VICENTE ALVARADO,
JOSE COLLADO, GUILLERMO ARGOS and ANDRES SANCHEZ

The first four worked at Michelin until their arrest and the last two were at 
Explosives Rio Tinto and Canon, respectively. All six are outstanding militants of the 
CNT in Vitoria.

At the first trial the prosecution is asking for sentances totaling 50 years on 
charges of arson, hold-ups and menacing scabs at the factory. At the second the charge 
is attempted assasination of Snr Casanova Salazar, Chief of personal at Michelin and the 
sentances could total 105 years in jail.

The only evidence against them is confessions signed by the six when they were held 
incommunicado for from 7 to 9 days under Spain’s draconian ’anti-terrorist ’ laws. Under 
this law, which was strengthened by the ’socialist* PSOE government, around 150 people a 
month are arrested in the Basque Counry, though only about 10% of these are ever brought 
to trial. During their detention the six were subjected to torture such as thumping and 
kicking, or having bags full of asphyxiating spray put over their heads, as well as 
threats to their families. They confirmed their confessions when taken to Madrid as they 
were still disorientated and under threat, but all six immediately renounced them on 
their release and have continue to do so despite attempts to intimidate them further, eg 
one of them was attacked in the street by 3 police agents acting incognito. Attempting 
to prove these tortures is virtually impossible because of the ’profesional’ way in 
which they were inflicted and the use of anti-inflamatory creams.

The charges go back to events which took place in 1979/80 when Michelin refused to 
negotiate a collective agreement with the unions at its four Spanish factories and began 
trying to impose new working practices and speed-ups. This led to a series of strikes 
and violent confrontations with scabs, organised in a * non affiliated union’ and there 
were casualties on both sides. Eventually an agreement was signed which was favourable 
to the workforce. Before this, in Febuary *79, a director of Michelin was kidnapped by 
ETA, but released when the Works Committee at Vitoria <on which the CNT was the major 
union) publically asked them to do so. On the 16th of May Snr Salazar was attacked and 
seriously wounded. This is the main crime which the 6 have been accused of, in league 
with Jose Merino, who is already serving a sentence for assasination,

It is significant that the six were arrested in ’84 when the CNT was experiencing a 
renewed growth in Alava, the region around Vitoria, and have finally been brought to 
trial at the time of the CNT’s tenth congress thus dashing plans to transfer the unions 
national committee to Vitoria. 75% of the original charges have been dropped (including 
one of holding up a savings bank which it turned out had never actually been held up) 
and the six have been put at provisional liberty which is unknown for charges of this 
seriousness. Above all the fact that nothing incriminating was ever found in searches of 
the accused houses and that the prosecution has to rely completely on confessions, 
strongly suggests that this is a case of framing trade unionists in an attempt to 
destroy effective, militant and genuinely democratic organisation by the workers at the 
region’s largest factory.

28,10.87: Sentances of 2 months each, except Alvarado who got 4 years for bank robbery.

SEND MONEY FOR SUPPORT OF FAMILIES (payable to S.I.N.) to SPANISH INFORMATION NETWORK,
37, SOUTH TERRACE, ESH WINNING, CO. DURHAM, ENGLAND, DH7 9PS.
(Published by S.I.N. as supplement to newsletter no.8, Nov. 87. Subscription: £1)
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