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VITORIA ZDSIX GO FREE!

Aaainst all the odds, the members of the CONT-U who were accused of
attempting io assasinate Snr Casanova, the chiesf of personnel at Michelin
in Vitoria, were found not guildty by the Audiencia NMacional on December the
215% . Tond

This is almost unbelisevable, as the Audiencia National was originally sai
wp by Franco (althowgh it had a Jdifferent title in those days) and the =
judges who hear cases at this court are still drawn from his original 1ist
af names, In the end thowgh, sven this couwld not coppensate for  the
orosecution's case, which was a shambles, based solely on ‘confessions'
tortured out of the accused in police custody, (See Zinews no B0,

An illustration of the almost farcical nature of the procesdings 15 JLVen
by a charge browght  against one of the six at an earlisr h2aring on
Do tober Z84h,  in which the prosecution accwsad him of  ‘robbivng a bank

gomewhara in San Sebastian, sometime in the Summer of 192G, with help

from,, ,someone else, ' Similarly, 1t was claimed that the accusad had not
only menaced the management at Texitil Vitoriana, but went so far as o put
the frighieners on the works commities as well, |, despite the fact ihat the

whnle of the commitiss was at that time made up of members of the CNT-U,

An earlier sentence against Vicents Alvarado of 4 vears for armed robbery
iz now wnder appeal and the defernce is confident it will be gquashad, The
CHT-U is in the process of filing a oase against the police  for
mistreatment of iis members and is claiming compensation for iis costs,

This is obviously an sxcellent result, in which the demonstrations of
solidarity which were organised for the accused C(including petitions and
financial help from the CNT-AIT in Tarragona, Esparreduera and Dalamancal
plaved an important part, There were desonsirations ouiside the cowri in
Madrid esach day and felegrams, =26c were sent from all over the world,
including a petition with over 430 signatures from S, 1 0N,

BACKGROUND DETAILS:

The =ix accused were: GuillermD Guerrers, Santiago Abad, Vicenis
Alvaradn, Jose Coliado, Guillermd Argos and Andres Sanchez,

The CNT-U comrades were not the firvst 0 be accused of assassinating onr
Casanova - in 1982 Vicente Senar, who has no commection with the CNT,
‘confessaed' o the same orime in police custody, Unforiunaiely for the
progsecution it turnsed out he was at work at the ftime, so0 that made 1% a bix
difficult for them o proceed wiith their cases against him, |

When the police twrned their attention to the CNT-U they also orediied
them with support from one Jose Merino, an ex member of the CNT, who is 1in
iail for assassinating a PSOE senator, Enrigque Cases, afier lsaving ihe
organisation, This was presumably an atiempt o Jdeflect any solidarity from
the left by associating the ONT-U with the wsurder of a member of the
aocialist party, aven though the senator in guesiion was axiremely
unpopular, Merino was meant to be the professional hard man behind the
myEhical group of CNT-U members which fervorissd Vitoria in 1879/20, though
e alwave denisd this,
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THE FIRST TRIAL:

From the original charges, which numbered rouwghly 100, the first trial on
O tober 28th handed down the following sentences to the five alcused,
(Guillervmd Guerrero was ot involving in this stage, !}

Jose Collado, Guillermo Argos and Santiago Abad went €0 Miranda on
anuary 28th, 1920, 4o see a noftoriows blackleg in relation 0 the
onfrontations going on at Michelin during this period, (see Sinsws no, Bl
Az it was not unknown for scabs to carry guns at this period, a fight broke
ot when he reached into his inside pocket, As a result all threes were
found Jui ity of assault,

Collado and Andres Sanchezr suppossadly threw a moloftov cocktail throwgh
the shop window of Galerias Preciados, a retail chain which had sacked one
of its emplovess for joining the CNT-U, Sancher admits smashing the window
of the shop, but savs he only fried to set light to the curiains with a
Pighter, They were found guiliy of arson,

Fetween December 1980 and 1982, Vicenite Alvarado and Jose Merino
supposedly stole ¥ wmillion pis (£7,500) during 2 bank robberies in Zan
Sebastian, They were finally found guilty of one of these robberies,

The accuwsation that Alvarado, Collado and Abad sent threatening letters

to the management at Michelin was not proved,
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Alvarado received a sentence of 4 years (which will probably be guashed
o appeal il

Argos and Abad received 1 month and 1 day,

Collado and Sanchez were given £ months and & days,

THE MAIN TRIAL:

Virente Alvarado was not involved in this trial, which bagan on December
Tst, The other five were accused of attempiing o assassinate Snr Casanova
on May 16th, 1980, with help from Jose 'Durruti’ Merino, The six men faced
a total of 90 years in jail, After a trail lasting 20 days all the accused

ware found not guil ity

This result has obviouws implications for the workings of the Zpanish
legal system and the conduct of 145 polics,

Fage 1& of the final judgement specifically acknowledges that Collado was
oot in a fit state to answer before his {(initiall interrogation’ when
the £ were taken to Madrid a few days after their arrest, The CNT-U 1is
taking out a prosecution against the police — thowgh 1t has taken 10 years
for the rcase of Augustin Rusda (an anarchist beaten 0 Jdeath in police
custody in 19783 fo finally come to light, In that Case massive areas of
bruising on the dead body were originally explained by the police as the
effects of shadows caused by the Camera flash!

The case has also strengthened calls for an accused person to have their
right to remain silent in police custody protecied and has gone some way o
undermine the present legal system in Spain which 1s based on non-jury
courts (some of them, like the Audiencia Nacional, almost military
tribunals, ? It is obviously amother nail in fhe coffin of the notorious
Anti~terrorist law, which looks likely to be repealed at some point as part
of the governments atiempis to alienaie moderate Basque natiomalists from
ETA's armed struggle,



D3O KK ERS= WIhi, FINAL. SCCOOE — 28O,

spain’'s ‘socialist’ government has finally  thrown in the ftowal and
accepted that they won't De able o privatisese the docks, ., at lsast not in
the foreseeable fulture, According o a prominent member of the OEFE (the
Harcelona saction of the dockers' co-ordinadoral the Jgovernmani has agresd
o all the workers Jdemands in nadoiiations which fTook place over the nsw
VIBAT

Az sxplainsd In Sivews nos, 7 & B, following on from the defeat of
Contenemar, the main threat to the dockers' working conditions and future
salidarity became the Jovermment's plan 0 introduce 22 regional 'siate
cotnciis' which are meant o replace the OTF, the national bDody which runs
the docks at present, The Jovermment was hoping this would mean
different negotiating bodies, signing £ Jdifferent agresmenits with docker
in different parts of the country, and declared that it was going to impos
this new struciure without any interference from the Jdockers, This is where
hey WSre Wromg, ,

n the Z8th of December 1387 there was a one day national strike of all
the country's dockers, which was o be followsed Dy a 1 week sirike seven
davs  later, then an indefiniie sirike seven days aftier that, until the
government agrsaed o negotiate about the nature of this new stirusiure,

After the first dav's sirike the Jgovernment Caved in and in subseduent
talks has agresad o the oreation of a national ocowncil for the 22 state
councils (is the OTF by another name’ which will sign agreements which
apply to all dockers on & national level, Do much for that atismpi o
divice and rule

The docker  in gQuestion also made the comment that Spanish legisiation 1s
always dratied in an sxivemsly vagus way, which means that sveryvihing
depends on how 1t 1s applied at a later stage, (11 also sxplains why 1 have
o mach trouble fTryving to figure out what is going on over there 3 In this
context, thowih the state couwncils ('conseions esiatales’') will still Coms
into sxistence, they will not oreate any real changes, The Jdockers carry on
beiveg ons of the most united and militant workforces in Euwrope, whose vital
importance in the Spanish sconomy means they have now been able o beat off
two—all out attempis by the couniryv's ruling class o break them, There is
v doubt that the state will comes back for another try one day, but till
then the dockers can celebrate, ,, and so Can we,
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FSSOE CONGRES=

=pain's 'socialist' party, the PLUOE, celebraied it's latest Ccongress in
January, and by all acoounts it was a classic bit of stage management, The
only  interruption o all this came at the end when Nicholas Redondo,
general secretary of the UGT (the trade union associated with the partyl,
turned wp like the bad fairy @ 21l Frime Minister Gonzales that his
policies were favouring the rich at the expense of the poor, For a leader
af the UGT o bite the hand that feseds him like this is gquite som2thing, so
given the popularity of programmes such as Dallas and Falcon Orest in
Spain, this one shouwld roan and run,

BROKEN PROMISELS:

mpain's official wenplovment figure rose o 2 omillion (132 in Jamndary,
despite the PSOE's slection promise 0 Dring the number down, They are also
contenplating the integration of their air force into NATO in contradiciion
o a promiss made Defore the referendum on NATO membership in 7o, (Souros:
The Guardian &5 & 26,1 88 3
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CNT— W' "= TEMNMTH CONFERERNCOCE @

Further details o supplement those Jiven in the last issues of Sinews
about the conference which was held on the @nd - Sih of July,

Black Flag have acknowledgsd in issus no 178 that the article whic.
originally Claimed Came out Iin La Vanguardis afier this condress
cdetails of fthe CNT-U's 'rejection of anarchism’' actuslly cams oul bﬁigza,iﬁ
as a pisce of speculation, There may b2 some ftruth in the 1dea that 11 was
flantaed by some of the reformist slements in the ONT-U's national
commities, DUt 1f this is the case their ideas wares decisivaly rejleciad Dy
the congress which ol lowsd,

Thﬁ” are correct o say that Marcelino Camacho, Jgensral secretary of the
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CCO0 (ocommunist ftrade unionl, was invited fo speak at the oongress and
»ﬁr*nln delegates left the hall, though not the organisation, in disgust
Apparantly a group of de;egates from Vitoria wers near ths 2nirancs t.o

the conference hall when Camacho arvived and Jave him a very unfriendly

walooms, which is not surprising when vou consider the role which QOO has
plavaed in  the disputes at Michelin, (See Dinews D, 43 Howesver ihe
delegation from Madeid arrived at this point amd weloomed him into the

nall, When he bagan to speak he was Jgrested by Cat calls from several

delegates who  then lefit  in disgust, This group  apparently ing loded

deledgatas from the following citias '
GALLACTA, THE BARGUE COUNTRY, ZJARAGHZA  and SANTANDER

These sections can be seen as forming the radical wing of the CNT-U,
alormg with several others such as:

BURGHS,  TRANSFORT*® and the neighbourhood of SANT  ANDREU in
EARCELDONA, ALICANTE and METAL in VALENCIA,

Howswver, 1% would De wrong o see this as repressnting a split in the
ChHT-U, as some guoiss from recent copies of  'Ovejla Negra', which 1
pubblished in Vitoria, will show,

‘These davs you Ccan attend a congress of the CNT at whioch there ay
Lively and impartant, Sven highly :hargﬁd debates, without Anyns
forgetiing that we are s% ?1 all in the S5
in the organisation is a thing of the past,

Vitoria is the first s t ion which would disagres with some of the Things
cdione by the Secretariat in Madeid, We've made this clear in public and
we'll carry on doing so, thanks to the opportunities we have in this
organisation o oriticise our ‘hosses' |, However, Jose March was re-slecied
at the last cangr_ 5 and, wheiher we Criticise him OoF No%, N8 Femains our
cgensral ssoretary,’

Exampies of such crificism are Ccommon in Ovela Negra, The posial workers
saction in Irun describes the Ccampaion organissed from FMadrid 0 suppord
their 2fforis in the eleciions o works commitiess as having ', ignored
complately agresments and decisions itaken at s mesting of wnions for =sach
orovinos, with the resulit that they sisply put ouwt the kKind of propadands
which they saw fit 0 produces

This presumably refers $o such things as  the notorious  "Vote CONTS
stickers, eto, In contrast the posial workers in Barcelona put oui a posier
with a picture of an ostrich ':::Fly iveg TWoulad youw ovoie for somsons whd was
i B0 ignors vout ' TVots

';n:n..:.rself ~ aupport the ONT: Independene,
Farticipation and Aloountabill
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£ '"Transport’ includes postal workers as well,
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CENTRALISATION: The changes in the CNMT-U's national structurs mentionsd in

Mo B omay also  ing lude
national committe

2 the regional ssorefaries, who have a seat on the

2, being chossn centrally 's0 as o ensure the CNT has a
national feam that can work fogether effectively ' However, this idea f
it the face of the CNT's fraditional redional autonomy ard 15 sure
sEromndly resisted,

UNION STRATEGY: On the 19th and 20th of September, 1927, the CNT-U held a
further maeting of unions as part of 1is fenth comngress 0 JISCUsSs Wnion
strategy (ie slacitions 0 the works Commitiess, ei0 in San Fernando de
Henares, (Wherever that is,, .}

When the discussion g0t rouwnd 0 social contracts, the vast majoriity of
the delegatss were obviously agdainst these, bui soms unions from Madrid,
parcelona and Valenoia were not, sseing them as a form of collective
regotiation, In fact there is an obviows Jdifference Detwesn agresing o
call off a specific sirike in return for Ceriain points Cconcedsd Dy ih
osses, and agresing B0 Jive up the right o sirike for a period of month
OF 8ven vears in return for concessions (such as a fall in inflation or th
mber of  wnemploved) which in many Cases ars never deliversd anyway Fop
thasse reasons the CNT-U remains opposad 0 all social coniracts,
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ACROS=SS THE NMNMORTH EA=ST CORNER . . .

pain is not only a very big oountry, 1t also has all it's main Cities
soresd Oout near the ooastline, For that reason 1t's best o think of 1t as
a ooiisction of ragions rather than just on Py, ., unlass yvou want o
apersd all wour Time on & ftrain, In sarly Jandary [ was able 0 cover the
arth east Ccornar, from Barcelona o Vitoria, most of which i1s really
Catalonia and the Basgue Couniry, rather than Spain,
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BARCELONA: The most interssting part of my stiay in Barcslona was a visit o
the CNT-U's posial workers' seoti : inews o, d for background on

5 tional =slections o works Commitises for
functionaries’  were held in the wintse of  'EY, with funciionarises
i leadiveg any  Jovermnment smploves (12 some  teachers, postal  workers,
railway workers, 2tC) A% well as Civil s -~ though soms of these had
their 2leciions alond with evervone 2lse in late 'Bo

Anvway, the CNT-U Jdid wery well in Baroelona provinos, increasing it's
share of the seats o 2080 which is sacond only o the COOL, who got LUK
Therse was a less Jdramatilc, but very Dromising, improvement in thes CHNT-US
strength amongst posial workers on a nationwide basis, with the original
centres where they had delegates befors the elections (Baroslona, Tarragons
anvd FMadricld Deing sxpanded o 27, This has had the imporiant sffect of
divirng them morse than 5% of the vote on a national bhasis, whioch means they
wiil b2 able o aitend national negofiations In fhis sector - thowgh
without Deing able o have a vote at this level until they reach 10%,

The Comrades in Parcelons Jid not sse this inability 0 wvote as A
significant loss, Their strategy in relation o the commitiess 18 mainly
that they wse fhem tTo gt information which they can take 0 open

= il workers, As well as this, the 40 houwurs a month paild isave
nat sach delagate Jgets Ccomes In wseful, thowih 1t is only wsed for doing
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the ‘paper work ', not for faking decisions, They have always shared this
fres time oul amongst whosver happens o have Clevical work o O, rather
than sseimed 1t as belomnding 0 Certain individuals,
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U £i111 now this has been dons on an ad-hoo basis as  the CONT-U was
praviously ot recognisad as o a  ‘represeniative’  wnion in megotiations
pecadse 1t had less than 10% of the seats on the commiiiese in Baroslona,
PMow that this hurdle has been clearad the bDranch intends T Call & mesting
towards the end of January and organise this wse of it's "horas sindical’
on a formal basis,

Generally speaking, I was very impressa20d Dy the open atmosphers at the
postal workers' branch in Barcelona, For exampls, shortly afier 1 arrived
thare they asked me what I thought of the CNT-U having ssats on the works

comml tiess, then agreed whole hearisdly when [ said that they Ccould De
wsaful, but  they were also very dandsrous, and some people in the
arganisation ssemed o be forgetting this, Une interestiind statistic 1s
that the furnouwt in these latest sleciions was over J0%,,, not an easy
ignore if youw've tryving to g8t throwdh o ordinary workers,

The postal workers ssem 0 be doing especially wall in Barcslona, aven
oroduacing a bullietin, 'El Correseo Liberitario', Une reason for this may be
the viritual abssnce of CNT-ALT members in thelr workplace, which me2ans
thers is none of fthe usual confusion and futile confrontations which ariss

from T Jroups both claimivng the initials "ONTT

ZARAGOZA: This part of Spain is the CNT-U's main cenire for ‘globalism' (is
involiving ecolodists, feminists, =4 in  the organisation? and has
exparisncad an anazing level of growih in the past few vears

pafore the main slections o works commitiess in late '8 fhey had only
e delegatss —~ as of January 28 they now have &5, The minimum number of
mEmbers reguirsd o form o a local faderation of the CNT is 50 (ie at least £
drion branches? and the CHNT-U recently achieved this in Huessoca (the sscond
town in Aragon, the redion around darvagozal when it added a fsachsrs
o the union of mixed professions therse, The CONT-U also won 4 of the 7
seats in oa bank in this <ity, Compared D having none praviously, In
e oity, Terwel, the organisation won 1is first twd seats recently,

Threse different bulletins are producsd herve, fwd for fsachsrs and one,
‘La Yoz Libertaria’ which has a print run of 5,000 a month, produced Dy
members of fthe CNT-U at the General Motors plant in the Coity, They won 4
saats on the commities at the last elections, where previouwusly they had
iaint=

Thare arve collecitives for women, studenis and a Jeneral Jroup conoarned
with libertarian alitsrnatives, as well as co-ops which are fotally or
mainly made wup of CNT-U members, Thare a o plans o renovaite some
hoses in Ruesta, an abandonsed village near Pamplona, so that they Can be
daad Tor Summer sohools, 80,

The reason I have all this information iz that the comrades in Jaragozs
are into computers in & DIJ way amnd Jave me a Oe led print ouwt of their
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present and past situations, ., In Engl: ow 1T o wouw'd like a
copyl, Thay also ifsach svening classes - days a wesk in Compuiing and
PLRNING a oo-op, thanks o finance from the EEC, wvia INEM, a Jovernment

ody which in this case is more like the WEA than MSC, in as much as all
the fteachers are CNT-U members and the union has foial control over how ihe
COUPrSes arse organissd, (This contrasits with the CNT-U in Madrid, where they
pay a body of professional ouisiders B0 run the oourses, !

The CNT-U in Aragon will be mesting on January the 14th o discuss the
relationship between Collectives and wnions  in the ONT, A% present
colliectives are allowsd to be part of the ONT-U iIn Aragon with the same

rights as wunion branches, but this does not apply nationally,
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VITORIA: As well as celebrating the resulis of the recent trail I was abls
o oget some interssting information abouwit how the ONT-U works in Michelin,

First thowih, some generval data; The ONT-U in Vitoria has about 700
affiliates in rowghly 120 firms, in 50 of which they are representad on the
works commities, (Dome branches chooss not o stand in the first place,
which 15 perfectly acceptable , Thair most important indusiries, apart
from the Michelin plant, are meial, Clsaning, Danks and ftransport,

in Michelin they have 5 delegaites on the commities and about 200 members,
o4t oof a workforce which has been Cut from 4,400 to 2,200, Their main
opposition on the commitiees now comes from the COHD as many scabs have
deserted the 'indspendent’ wnion in the past fow years when thay saw what a
cpod Job the COOD was doing, =20, s=21ling jobs for wage stability, 2%,

e aspect of  the CNT-U's sitructure within Michelin of which [ was
previously unaware is  the amount of roiation they have bDeen able 3
implement, As a result of this they have bsen able o Continese as  an
sffactive branch even thowudh every ore of the original 'lesding mill
from 'Jb have by now left the company for one reason or anothayr, Az the
oractical implementation of a3 Jgenuine sysiem of rotation 1s something which
is rarely achieved (sven in organisations which claim 1% is one of their
aimsal, 1 think 1% would be worthwhile deftailing here how this 1s organisad
T othe Michelin factory and further information will De Jiven on this Topic
inn future issuss of Dinews

s

When the CNT-U stood for the latest elactions 0 works Commiliiess, in
December 'He, 1% had o put up a minimum of Z1 Candidates, In fact 1% put
Wi SE candidates, in conitrast fo the COOO who had o Jdo all sorts of shady
deals o g8t enowdh peoples o tsmporarily stand under iis name, In the end
they won b oseats, which will not come wp for slection again until Deceamber
1990

its 2 candidates into ftwo teams of ik, =2ach of which
coversd ©oof these 4 = irst 16 were organisad into £ ‘regulars’
wheo wowld be permansnt members of  the commitiee for the first & vears,

feaving 2 seats which wers roiated amongst the remaining 14 and Changed
svary F months, In December '82 the other 16 will fake over fthis process

The 40 hours a month of free ftime Jiven 0 tham for union DUSINSss 18
ponied and wsed oollectively, so fthat one individual may g2t 50 hours in
o month while another Jedts D0 (The reformist unions use Ihis sams sysien
o makes some of their members full fime officials by returning others 0
fuall ftime workimg in the factory, )

As o well as these 7 delegates, the union is Jiven O more, who also get 40
Fodars a2 month paid leave but are attachsd o the wnion branch rather than
spacifically o the workplace, This ftime is usad Dy whosver has the most
work o Jdo in the union 1ocal,

When [ arrived in Vitorisa Jose (olladd was just of f 0 address a2 meeti
of Michelin workers in France 0 get homs the message that the ONT 1s a3
trade union, not a2 terrorist organissation, There will also De 5 campaign 0
gt him his job back with the Company, Two of the others accused with him
(Vicents Alvarado and Andres Dancheazd have found work down in Andalucis,
while Guillermo Guerrero has operad a bDar in Vitoria, Guilisvmd ARQOs may
b about o be suspended from the ONT for refusing D resign from the works
commitisse at Rio Tinto Explosives afier signing an adresment on behalf of
the union which accepis redundanciss there in refurn for isprovements for
those who remain, That the organisation should consider faking this kind of
action despite his involvemsnt in the trial shows hdw seriously they fake

the privciple of not selling jobs, I'm not sure what Santiago Abad's doing,

it
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CNT—U "OFFICIAL " :

The long rumning legal batile over which of the ftwo CNT 15 the real ons
(initiated, if showld be remesmbersd, by the ONT-ALT, despiis )
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Past December a oourt decision deciarvsed the Congress of Unification
afficial and as a result mad ficial

law, The CNT-U is appealing against the fact that the Congress of Valendia
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which initiated an sariier split) was declarved unofficial, amd the CNT-ALT
LS Aappeslil final juwdgemsant,

mveriheless s odecision shouwld have some significant effects, mainly
that the CNT-U will receive soms of the monsy paid o Franco's sham wunion,
the FHS, during the 40 vears of his diciatorship (The 'Dairimonio
historicon'l, This is pariicularly fimely in Barcelona, whers they recently

5 i
fouwnd  they couwld no longsr pay the rent on their offifes in one of
HEarcelona's smarisr business gquariters, The govermment has now agresd o
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cover this until they move into the rooms that have been allocated fthem on

the 1zt floor of the old AILE buildivsg in the centre of the City - a much
mors appropriate setting for a frade union, The only thing holding up the
transfer is that the COHI, which has the Znd floor, has objected on the

3
grounds  that ids members may be confused by the proximity oF fwd unions
with the same first letier, This is obviouwsly a very patronising atiltuds
towards their members, but possibly justifisd as they have oy vaars bDaen
vead o buildings where ordinary members must use a3 separate sat of sialirs
to those reserved for fthe union's officials and are no d0ubdt Dy now
complately unable o use thelir initiative in sulh matisers,
arvd veclaim b Dul ldings

id 4

T CRNT-U has absolutely no plans 0 ey
& NEy consider Thaoe

T —/ 1T O _ T VE EBERARNMCH T

in a communicgue sant from thelr new national seoretariat in Granads on
e kober 20%h, 1987, the CNT-AIT recodniss:

2 that ', ,the spliit Contains a
gJroup  of  comrades with anarcho-syndicalist  intentions', adding that
bLoLLexperience has shown they are Jdeluwding themselves, Dut 11 1s 2asy 1o

maks mistakes !
F

A reply in Dveia Negra for Decamber 'BY, while sxpressing the authors
appreciation that the comrades from the CNT-ALT have allowed him the right
T maks mistakas

- } £

points ouwt that 11t would De even betier 1f they allowed
vioursalves the same right, instead of never diriving their hands on the
rasl wor i

In thizs ocontext, it wouwld seem that members of the CNI-ALIT do  on

orrasions stand for election o the works commitiss, but do S0 as nominal
tindependents' | This has apparently occwrread In Fusrio Real, Cadiz, In fact

thee  CNT-AIT 1 , :
sechions where 11 has a significant frade union presence (87 in taxtile,

teaching and metal working?, thowsh a comment in the Ccommunigue that the
CHT 's day was about o dawn 'on a global soale’ i1s not a hopeiul sign,

s generally less dogmatic about These matisers in those

The fact that Vitoria was noit able o acoept it's nomination as the
iocation of the national <commities for '27-'EHS9 may furn out o D2 B
positive development in ferms of relations Detwsen the two ONT, as 11t Could
make 1t sasier for less dogmatic slemenis in the CNT-ALT o form wnofficial
Links with them at Jgrassroois level

L[:t

Jan. '‘B& {0 fifs

“ee s ' - - - -



-’} = {1
NS :
2%

Y o

WOMERN IN THE CNT—U:

Davaral reporis sent o the ONT-U's fenth Congress |
par ticipation by women in  the organisation, EBven  ih
| delegates at the LD“Q?ESE ware women (whioh is relatively

doubt that women's issuss are only given lip service in
obvinus result being a very serious lack of women in the o

A move o allow "Mujeres Libertarias’ (the network 3005

within the CNT) to affiliate to the CNT, thus giving them SO
‘union groups, was rejected at the conference, Partly this was
wowld have st a precedent in terms of the CNT-U's veln+1NiJf’ Wi
pon-union collectives, and also becauss sven peopls sy ik
ideas behind the report in gquestion accept it was not w2l i
Fowever significant that, sven in the '20s, Mujeres L1
affiliation when grouns swuh as the FIJL (Liberiarian '
Easically, very little gets done on the subject, apart from
passing well mesning resolutions, and many CONT members
see the union as a kind of men's olub, o S

Mujeres Libertarias was originally reformed in 1981 and ent
small groups in Barcelona, Zaragoza, Vitoria, Madeid, Valemcia and
thowgh  the women involved often put most of their sfforts into

individuals in their various wnion branches, i T L N R s
s i TCHANGE I AT IAT it v R “ w'5,(-*
it looks as thowgh the CMT-U's section in Asturia (i, szﬁ*ﬁfuffﬂvxedei L i g
is goirveg B0 be sxpelled from the organisation, thoudh not neceﬁgarily for i e
the right reasons, i Bl
Asturia has always had an uncamfcrtable relationship with tﬁ_freat Df th& R

CNT-U, They did mot attend its congress of wnification, (or the tenth
corgrass and opposad the CNT-U's Dppu aition o NATL on the gr@unds that it
would give comfort to the Warsaw Fact! This anti-communist Darandia, basad
o Bheir sxperiences with the OF in }924 nas led them 0 rﬁmaﬁf aloof from
tha many bitter struggles which have taken place in their region agamsst
the restrocturing of heavyy  indusivy, on the growunds that they are all
manipulated by the OF, fAs a result their industrial prescience is virtually
nil, for example they won only 8 seats in the 1986 elections to works A o
commitiess for the whole region, They produce a monthly paper of whlch gl i A
literally 95% refers to events which happened before the Civil Warl e S
Faew in the CNT-U would be wunhappy to sse them go, ﬁspeﬁ_lakly AaS it is
possibla that the CNT-AIT's section in Asturia, which has »lnf;iagﬁfﬁ L R
the CNT-U in Gallacia, may be interesied in faking their pia--;effxavar it ol o
doss seen that they are Joing o D thrown out for fthe wrnng*raaﬁﬂns, BL-3 e o e ek
criticising  the changns browghit about  in the organisation's natxanal el

structure by the latest congress — albeit in public and mnlztlausly‘ , v :
Ain oommon with other grnupﬂ (such as the one which publishas mff_g G e
in Barcelonal} the content of their politics is rafnrm15+f~yndata}19;g‘but 5, o

the form remains decentralised and anarchistic in the sense that
chafarpd *he ChT's fraditional principles of federation and aufﬂﬁf”?;pV”w
the mew ‘vupDy' image of sireamlinsd =fficiency Deing pushsd by M '

o

REPORTS FROM ANDALUCIA: Fresdom magazine regularly carvies re L BTy )
Brian Bamford who lives in La Line, near Gibralter, about p&; itics and
avaryday life in Spain, | i T

After this mailing your sub stands at, |,

Jan, '88, (9
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