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CHIMAEL
oceptember, 1973
(Notts. & Derby C.HL.E. Newsletter)

By now summer holidays are probebly a thing of the past. We have had a marvellous
selection of post-cards from many of our friends in the Group. Strangely enough,
all very artistic views of the counuvry! ln the meantime here I am in my rursl
retreat hoping to come up with some gems of wit and wisdom.

We've had a fairly active summer visiting the Pavilion Club every Thursday,
thus gaining an extension of Ladics's Night until December. In general they have
been very aleasant nights out. Thanks to those gentlemen of Shardlow who went out
of their way to make us genuinely welcome.

Coming along is an all-out effort to help the National Education Campaign.

This blankets September to December. Our own thin end of the wedge is the
forthcoming meeting =t Bishop Lonsdale College in Derby. Perhaps we may ge some
response also from the 16 other colleges to whom we sent leaflets, etc. last term.

For the less milit~nt we hope that we have incorporated social evenings to suit
you. Goifee evenings we find not only relaxing, but profitable for Group finances.
Ian was seen smiling happily aftcr the 1-st one. Moy I say once more thet the
Committee would welcome any offcrs of homes for coffee evenings or any useful
suggestions for the future programme events.

We must also moke a point of visiting the new club onening in Nottingham on
1/th November. If it is providing all the facilities advertised, it should be

well worth more than one visit.
- HCD..‘th&: e

FUTU-E PROGRALLE

Wednesdoy, 26th September. Social evening. Hario's, Nottingham, 8 p.m.

Tuesday, 9th Octobor. lieeting with Néttingham Samaritons. Albert Hall Institute,
8 p.n.

Tuesday, 16th October. Denis Lemon on "The Gay Press", Albert Hall Institute,

8 p.n.

Mondey, 22nd Octobcr. Bishop Lonsdale MMeeting, Derby. Time to be announced.
Fridey, 20th October. Inter-group Social kieceting. Mario's, Stenford St. 8 p.m.
Friday, 2nd November, iusic Quiz ~nd Coffce Evening. Ian and David's House. O p.m.
Friday, 25rd November. Gamcs evening. (A1l your childish games, please)
Whesthills House, 8 p.m.
Saturday, 15th December. National Council ~t Liverpool. Sociel evening planned
on board a hired cruisc boat. Tickets £1 .00 each. Frec overnight accommodetion.
(It has cost £300 to hire this boat!). We wouid like names ns soon ~s possible
of those wishing to attcnd.
Alternate londays from 17th Scptember. Dog & Partridge, 8 p.m.
Alternate Thursdeys designated #s C.ii.s. Shordlow meetings, to keep up Ladies'
Night attendence. These commence:

20th Sceptember.

Lth October

18th October.
N.Be. 1st November. This one is importent.

+ 15th November.
29th Novecmber.

Secretary's Address: H. Stafford, 3 Wheathills House, Brun Lone, Kirk Langley,
Derbyshirce. Phone: Kirk Longley 502




David's Car Rally was most successful. The weather was atrocious. Six car loads
of variously eursing C.H.E. mcmbers ~néd friends 2rove medly round the countryside
getting lost, some more lost than others, but all reaching the White Hart at
W. Hallam vell before closing time. Meany thanks, David and Androw, although I
can't agree that Enoch Powell drank ot that particular spot. I also had a superb
tour around the grounds of ~n cement factory before my nessengers and a set of rail-
way tracks convinced me that I was wrong!

The Friends lMeeting House &t Derby is indecd friendly and broad-minded. Our
mecting with Paul Temporton brought an attendance of sixtecn and near disaster.
Penny-pinching to the cnd, .c¢ decided to give him the lanchester copy of the
Newsletter. How fortunate thet Derck oponed it to check on a datc. Guess who had
got all the dud pages! Robin to the rescue with a full edition. I was intrigued
to note that the two meetings in the House that night were billed as 'Homosexual
Equality' writ largec and the Aetherius Society, .hom I believe claim to have
contect with other plonets.

Many thanks for the good turn-out to lMrs. Fclicity Hording's discussion evening
on 8th August. Counselling is something we as a Group have not attempted to do
and probably o wisc decision at the moment oft.r hearing ebout the work involved.,
C.H.E.'s rolec wes discussed cnthusicstically - to put it nicely -~ not to mention
the Samaritan Scrvices. I hopc in the future it ill prove to be a useful
contact for both us and lMrs. Herding.

The Pavilion evmnings clrcody mentioned.

You'll no doubt be agog to lemrn that Roger is the undisputed Tiddley-Wink
Champion of Notts. and Derby. C.H.E. So flushed with success is he that he is
prepared to challengec any group chamaion for the Nationel C.H.E. Tiddley-Winks
title - offers vis the Editor, please, (3 ¥Wheathills House, Brun Lane, Kirk
Loangley). No lcss than twelve of us fought it out 7ith help from the kittcend
Ien is nov thinking of tcoking up golf.

Twenty-five peoplc turned out for the combined C.H.E./Night Off Meeting. Bill,
Ian and David did most of the -ork for this - thanks, boys. (Hope thc tent didn't
leak, Bill!)

Preparations undcr way for the Shefffield Disco. Thanks for the maps, Dave -
very thoughtful of you. It has been good to sec some of the Shefficld Group meking
it to the Pavilion ¢n Thursdey nights, too.

1« The Pavilion Ciub is opcn to women on every Thursday until Christmas EXCEPT
18th OCTOBER - when the club is closcd for a committee mecting.

2. The Pavilion Club is now also open to women on the following Music Nights -
all of which tcke plece on Tuesdeys.

18th September - "Teles from the Vienna Woods"

9th October -~ "At Home and Away". lusic «written in exile.
30th October - "There's no busincss like show business" a popular piogremne
including o quiz.
20th Noverber - "History of Jazzm"
11th Deccmber - "Words and Music"
18th Deccerber - "Christmas Concert"
Scratch.

We belicve that Miss il. Phogbound hos bransferred her scrvices to the Pavilion

Club; what other c¢xplanation can account for the following item in the Club's
latest bulietin. Referring to the Thursday Lodics' Nights, it rcods:

. '"The later August mectin: s werc not as well attended as e had been led to
eXPeOT « o .a .

The bulletin was printed for distribution to members before the two mectings
which took nl-oce in the lost half of August and unfortunatcly Miss Phogbound's
prognostication lacked hcr usual accuracy.

Having attended some Fridey and Wednesday mecting: at the Pavilion Club at
which the members wecre so sparscly distributed that communication took place via
loud=hailers, I can wiell understand that the Club's Newsletter should refer .ith
enthusiasm to the 'success' of an attendance of 16 ot their first Tuesday Music
Night. You might thercfore consider vhat glittering supcrlatives we could apply
to the attcndance of 35 at the Ladics'! Night of 23rd August.

In fact, at the time of writing 24th t) the ttondance at these
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Your Committee in Session

In ordur to achieve a closer rappcrt betwesn the committee and group nembers, we
have decided to give a brief summary o the last committee mecting, at which our
future programnme wes sct outbe

The Sccretary reported that zhe had contactecd speakers who were prepared to *alk
on the following topics:

(a; Heir-nets can be sexy

(b) The Wombat in ny lifc

(c) Knec-caps through the ages

All these werc dismissed as teing too controversial - even for uce.

It was then remarked that C.H.E. was feeling the cffects of inflation, since the
Autumn Roman Orgy would have to be cancelled owing to the rising price of grapes.
A fund-raising Jumble Sale was therefore proposed and in a sucdlen flush of
eagerness, ve immediately ransacked the housc to see whether we could find any
contributions of our own. This resulted in the unearthing of haelf a loo brush, a
dog~chewed Monopoly board minus Park Lenc, a decommosing pear and & 5 amp fuse
(blown). All these were outshone hy the generous donation of an abstract sculpture
entitled "Delirium in Basford" carefulily fashioned from the welded remnants of
old KY tubes.

The discussion on whether the Christmas Party was to be in fancy drcss was
decided when three committee members said that they would insist on coming
dressed in large detergent packets - as Bold, Omo and Fairy Snow#. This prospect
was speedily quoshed.

The secrctary drew our ailtention to some of the services now provided by
Manchester HQ. We were especially imprcssed with the C.H.E. telescopic umbrella
(The Tempcrton Stroller) which, when unfurled, cxzposes a crest of limp, clenched
fists over handbags rompant on & lavender background. 1

The etcrnal problem of publicity was raised cnce morc - but novel inspiration
was unforthcoming. The meeting came 1o o sudden conclusion when onc member
disinterrcd the ideas of a ballcon race (with hot air provided by the C.H.E.
Executive Committee) and was quickly silenced by a direct hit from a hurled tiara.

"The Role of C.H.E: by Bill Kcuton.

Recent events have persuaded me tuet we in C.H.E. have mistakenly taken for
granted a cortain level of understanding between us concerning the Ceompaign's
role. As a result, many importent questions that should have been raised have
gone by default. Since the function of C.H.E. is crucial to us, that's the
point I'd like to discuss.

Technically speaking of course, C.H.E. is o typical pressure group. It's an
orgenisation created by pecople with & common intercst. It's role is to formulate,
articulate and press for the dcmands of th t spccial interest, and where ncccessary
to sec through changes in the lew. In this respecet our function is no diffcrent
from any other pressure group whether it's the A.l. or a trade union. But
repeating this purely technicel function doesn't trkc us vory faer since those
people C.H.Il. sceks to represent differ fundementally from the membership of any
other pressurc group (there are grys in all those groups, of coursc, but that's
not the rocason they've combinced). To identify this distinction a suiteble analogy
can be made with membership of the A.A. Car ownership is associated with the
accumulation of social credit; being gey brings socisl disapproval, and to "come
cut" risks intcnsifying that disapproval. There is, howevir, & nore basic
distinction. Cor ownership is a metter of choice, it mey improve your life, it
nay not - ond thet's ~ matter of opinion - certainly you can live a full life
without a car. There's no such cheice or opinion iclating to sex, onc hes ccrtain
sexual preferences and nothing can eltsr thet. Purthcrmorc, onc can't live a full
life .ithout expressing onc's sexual desires, and there's no c¢scaping them or
the conscquences of supproessing theme Therein lies the essential difference
beticen C.H.E. and siniler orgenisations ond 21l other pressurce grouns; it's
somcthing e ignoic to our cost ‘hen we consider the proper rolc of C.h.E.
Therefore we can't behave as a strictly typical pressure group spending 2li our
resources on c¢fforts to change the lew. Ve nced fo open up society by assisting
in the creation of rore oreas of social activity wherce we can bchave just the
way wc arc, gaye. It would seerm to me therefore, that C.H.i. hes 2 dual rolc to
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1. Intensification of gny demends on goveornuient,
2. Broadening the arcns of gay social activity.

if C.H.E. and othcr goy organisations can grasp this point it improves the
chances of renching the vost majority of gays. It will increase our opportunitics
of contecting those who still suffer having to pretend they're straight, ond cf
convincing those of us trapped in the bar/disco syndrome .that there's much more
to life,

It's often argucd that if the bar/disco lifc-style satisfics some goys, it's
their choice, and what's C.H.E. got to do with it? I find this ghetto mentality
not nerely depressing but insulting to the inteliigence and coursge of thosc of us
who have "comc out", are "partly out", cr just cioerging fron the cocoon, whether
they're part of the'ba:/disco set, in C.i.B, or relat: to both. No one, gay or
straight, has so conflincd an outlook =zs tou be satisfiecd with a bar/disco 1if'e to
the ecxc./usion of cv rything clse. What this vie.. tends to ignore is thet foi the
straight, bar and discos are nmerely an extension of o total personslity, whcreas
for the gay they're the only >laces they cen be themselves -~ or almoste. The mind
boggles at the confrised logic in this vay of thinking. It impli.s, for example,
that gays orefer sex in cottages since a lot of it goecs on there. The »cint we
must grasp is thet the widc world outside these constricted foirms of mere
"entertoinment" is closed to the great majority of us. It thus becomes the function
of C.H.E. and similar organisations to convince all gays that we necd their heipn
in opening un that wrorid - no one else will do it for us.

- B.K.

In Aid of the Lonely Gay - by Bill Kcoton_

If we'rc to belicve the gay media, the attitude of the Samaritans and the
quality and value of the assistence to goy pecople seeking their help differs from
area to arca. 1 understend we need look no further than Derby and Nottinghan
to find an examplc of this. Novertheless, the general impression 1 reccive is
that at best the help offered is unsatisfactory. In an attenpt to determine
what Nottingham Samaritens offecr in the weay of help to gays with a problem, and
to discover their method and place of rcferals, I approached them in the guise
of a worried gay possessed by a compulsion to "talk to someone.

The character and quality of the voice answering ny desperatc vhonc call
convined me that I'd aistakenly dialed the local Conservative Associetion {(no
disrespect to prominent merbers of the groun intended) and that I should instantly
switch ny inquiry to secking the venue of the next checse and wine perty. To those
uscd to associating with the socicl group characterised by its use of what Auntie
Beeb used to call "basic Southern ¥nglich®, it mey hove been o welcome sound,
but to someone desperate to "open his hcert" - well-ncaning though the voice
sounded ~ it would have been off-putting. "Would I like to speck toc o nan or a
wonan?" the voice said.

"A man" I replied - I might as well get a bit of pleasure cut of this. The
ang.zer would also give me an idee of the variety of couvnselling available.

"Sorry, we haven't a man" (Pity). "Would you prefer to speak to Joan or mysclf?"
"It doesn't matter”. o=t
"Would you like to discuss the matter now",

"Yes, very much",

"Over the phone?"

"NO :I!

Hoving given my Christian nene and received directions, 1 proceccded.

I entercd by the blue door off the strect, rang the bell on the blue door
imnediately to my right (was I richt about thc Conservative Association?) a~nd
found before me, in a narrow coriridor, the lady I took to be 1y contact on the
phone. After being asked once more if I'd precfer Joan (she must be something) and
once again cxpressing no special preferevnce (aftcr all, therc vwerc no men) I was
guidcd into the "Little Roorn" (¢) to my left. The information that I was
homoscxual and alone solicited the response, "Well, don't worry, there are lots
more like you", and in a tonc of voice morc suiteble I felt as a reaction to the
knoiledge thot I'd got cancer. I'd have collapscd on hearing the phrase "Gay is
good" in this wlace. Anywey, in the cnsuing discussion I felt mysclf undergoing
an unspecifiecd sclcction proceduice. I began to fecl that I was conforming to

Fedb. PWS .
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some preconceived view of the "acceptable" homosexual. Though I've no tangible
evidence to support this view, my memory is of being aware thet hed I been a
"screaming queen” or "rough trade" or a suicide potential, my interviewer would
have been incapable of understanding or coping with the situation. I've since
learnt that had I been in any of these categories there was nowhere within the
Samaritens' immediete stiucture to refer me. As it wes I met the necessary
preconditions, and in a manner so clundestine MI5 could learn a thing or two
from it, I was - eventually - referred to an organisation familici to a2ll of us.

What, then, are my conclusions?

1. Initial contact is vital; at present it's inadequate and needs to be seriously
thought over.,

2. There's no one there to whom any type of gay could relate.

2« There's an attitude of gey being anything but good.

4+ There seems to be a preconceived notion of what gay should be.

5. There's a completely inadequate structure for referring gays.

I don't like making criticisms without offering elternatives, so here goes.

These are in the nature of suggestions offered for general consideration. The
order of mention should not be confused with any preference on my part.

1« We could take up Samaritens' recent public appeel by offering oursclves as
counsellors for gay peonle :ith problems.,

2. We could create a Friending Group either 2s part of C.H.u. or preferably, in
co-operation with other gay organisations in the vicinity.

2. We could enter into negotiations with both Samaritans -nd the Council of Social
Services with a view to becoming their place for referals.

Neither of these suggestions is mutually exclusive, and in discussing them
better ones may be forthcoming. Vhat e must alvays be conscious of, however, is
that dealing with people's problems whether real or imagined, necds both a
sincere desire to help and recourse to expert advice. The latter is readily
available; but the former demands a serious personal commitment.

- B.K.

D0 .3,
Can anyone help with 1lifts to meetings? If so, please contoct the Secretary,
or any committee member. Situstion becoming urgent.

- ;,l- “ta [
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I.Q9. TEST FOR PROsPIECTIVI E/C DE. BGATE
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Neame: Date of Birth:
Date of Death:

Age: Dex .
Nationality: Address:
Toothpaste: Socks:
Colour of A. Eyes D. Teeth
B. Heir E. Fingernails
C. Nose B 6

el S W

Men:  (Names and Phone Nos.)
Women: (Nemes and Phone Nos.)
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1.0. Test for Prospective E/C Delegate -

Marital Status:

S ——

6.

GENERAL NUWS - continued

. - R I e e =

uontinugd

Nervous Disnositions:

m——

Kinks: Collection of Ladies'/Cents' Underwear:
(«-Liﬁt itCmS)
Q1. Name two English Queens called Elizabeth.
Al
Q2. ©Spell Cat
A2,
Q3. Can you Jjoin up all the dots?
A% 1 7
Q4t. Define a snitch in two words of two syllables.
Al ,
Q5. Name the lowest form of life able to sustain itself without oxygen for at
least 8 hours a day.
A5, 1. Earthworm?
ii. Amocba?
iii., Homophile?
Q6. Draw a deteiled mep of a Cottage in not less than 8 words.
A6.
Q/« Why do you want to be homosexual?
A7. a. The glory
b. Piles
c. Brain damage
d. My mother told me to
c. Lamp fetish
f« Mosochistic tendencies
g€« 1 want to be in & film
Q8. Is todey's date 4.52 p.m.?
AB. a. Yes
b. No
R9. Can you say the following?
A9. @ea. Boys, can 1 hclp you?
b. Stop. I mean stop stop stop . « &
c. Leave it with me, 1'll look into it.
Q10, What is missing from the followring list?
A10. a. Fresh eir f. Less words - more action
b. Carpets/Rugs g. Morc working space
B+ Hob tea ot Bdl5 B h, Comfortable bedshects
d. Pleasant viorking atmosphere i. Less pressure
c. Redesigned testing e uipment? je Young female assicstance

r‘f\m““l e ol n““-]-:ﬁn-l—-t —~ -~ £ . anvn - --LA--.I; : P il s i ' D i o ;-SSR IS R s L Ly ! 153 - 11
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Appeal from Jackie Forster (E.C. Member)

The newly formed Public Relations Media Group was convened ~t a recent E.C.
mecting in London. We are asked if we can raise two Information Officers from the
group, ildeally one men and one woman. Volunteers needed plecse.

Their function would be to establish good relations with the local press and
mass mediae. Also to send a monthly report to the P.R.il.G. of happenings covered
by TV, Press, radio in the area, either from local or other actions. This valuable
pioneer work should provide an intercsting challenge.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Deer Heather,

Just a line or two to say how very much I have enjoyed this month's Newsletter;
1t is one of the most interesting things I have read for a long time. I like the
way that the humour has been introduced into it, also it does not lack the serious
side of things - all very well put together, I think.

But a word or two about madam MYOPIA PHOGBOUND, Astrologer.

I feel that her vision must be a little clouded, but also I feel that she has
the right idea, if at some time she could stretch her abilities to giving
individual predictions. I'm sure it would be a good way of raising funds, say
20p a go. I'm sure we are 21l bent on raising more funds for C.H.E.

Also, I am very pleased to hear about Walter's Steinway piano??

Note, Publicity Subcommittee. Most of the ideas scem to be good ones except:
advertising for members (I do not like thet idea).

Also, Mailing Shots.,

Again thank you for interesting papecr.

Yours very truly, John Norton.

= B X B R

Thanks for the Newsletter which we found hilarious. No wonder that Manchester
H.Q. think it's the best one produced: I hope we see you at our Disco and look
forward to hearing from you soon.

- Dave Brown (Shefficld)

- "2 1 at .
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With reference to the letter by R.H. in the previous Newsletter, especially
His or Her lastparagraph.

It appears to me that She is anti-Night Off as well as anti-Coffee drinking.
To my knowledge there hasn't been any whist playing ~t any mecting and when
Barry has invited the GIRLS along they have found - to quote Heather - that "in
winter the weather is too hazardous to travel, in summer it's too nice to botheri"
So if the girls can't be bothered, why should I. The only way Night Off can be
changed is by the GIRLS coming along, showing a face, making comments, speaking
their minds.

So if She (R.H.) would core to come along e would be gled to see Her. If She
doesn't like coffee, there's always beer, but the group is more than Coffee,
Beer and talk; it's just nice to get away from Mario's and Shardlow, Yes, just
nice to get away from the mcat market.

- H.LE.C.,

- - S S S T

Letter from "Cempsign for Homosexual Equality"

19th July 1973

NFi0: An Announcement

The Executive Committee of the Campaign for Homosexual Equality decided ot its
mecting on 15 July to disaffiliate from the National Federation of Homophile

- L = . is
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - continued

Letter from C.H.E. - continued

The following ressons have led to this decision:

1+ NFHO has failed to fulfil the "clearing house" function for which it was set
up. Its own communications with mermbor organisations have been poor and there
have been repeated failures to consult, most recently over fixing the date and
place of a meeting called on 23 June to discuss "improving" communications.

2. NFHO has become a means of creating dissension within the homophile
movement. We believe it would be better to meke a fresh start towards co-operation
between the various homophile groups. The excellent direct co-operation between
CHE and SMG illustrates the sort of reclitions that we feel are more fruitful.

5. The CHE members conference at lMorecambe in April 1973, to which the EC holds
itself responsible, decided that CHE should remein in NFHO only if it confines
itself to the provision of common administrative facilitics and of a discussion
forum for member groups. That condition hes not been fulfilled; what is morec,
the administrative facilities have proved wholly unsatisfactory. We are therefore
mandated to withdraw from NFHO.

CHE is approaching the other remaining member groups of NFHO, offcring to keep #hc
them directly informed of our activitics and to co-operate wherever it is
appropriate.




