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PART ONE
Once upon a time

Once upon o time there was o rwo\ul:iomn&
wWerina clots movement - Firet otaun\uo\
b:) Marx and Bokuwin n the (AH century

it has  over bthe years, bean diverted,
hijuked and defeated;in the West by
the bovrqeosie m the East 53 the
Bolsheviks.

Cofi\:o\-'m\ rules. Tn the West “Free
tl\hcf?r\se' bua businecs ond Ehe mulki-
foationals — qiant corporations with budqets
e‘\"“ to those of medium sized nakions.
In the East the monopolists dreom -
one b‘ls compony — Souiet Union L.

And the work«s? — boradh te death in

P 'Pcof\es‘ borcacks or \oa\ess "

;‘);sv\e.n\cml | .



- . A 40ft.-high gla :

the town that has everything, including | of John L.en%mng cﬁlg(? I&l::-l‘(l}::;

gusﬂx‘le};:na dollarls2 O&;thh tqtf tcasing t Class Hero, was put on show at
year, 12,000 prostitutes an ‘ !

more churches per head than anywhere ;\}l‘lft:g; 3 Stg,eeet averﬂg:&olr

else.
yesterday.

With ks modeorn ‘:cd\nolobta — mass media,
rapid transpert sustems, computaert, economic
Ploms  ete, — copibolism cam now conkrol
Ehe very condibione of existence. The

world we see s not the real werld , ik
ic oview of the world we ore conditisned

to see."'Tl»\en sey . ’(l_M% are ‘olun'ms.

»

They ore bulding... Life itself has
become o show contemplated by on
audience . That sudiewce ¢ the
rro\-etor'mt. Rea\(ka S Now semething
we loock at and think obout, net Someklu'na

we upcr‘.euce.

Capitalism has made all social relation-
ships commodity relationships. The very
structure of our daily lives is based

on commodity relationships. Society is
consumed as a whole - the ensemble of
social relationships and structures is
the central product of the commodity

economye Carol Ehrlich

Capitalism and the state are genuine
gocial structures, but like most matters
of social structure they have also been
internalised, In that sense, we are the
state, It exists in our minds, and we
produce it in our day-to-day existence.
The banalities of everyday life, the
meaninglessness of most work, our
profound isolation
from others, and
our being treated
( and treating
others) as

objects - these
are not by=-

products of @
capitalism:
they are key
mechanisms of
social control.

Howard J. Enrlich L’ETAT CEST CHACUN

BENQUS




The Spectacle

The Spectacle is not a collection of
images but a social relation among
.people mediated by imagess...The
Spectacle in general, as the concrete
inversion of life, is the autonomous
movement of the non-livinge....the
liar has lied to himself,

Guy Debord

Ia the real world , what \s Posu'h\e
s determined on\a bn our ressurces
and the limits of ocur im;a{nntion.

But upon this real werld o (:otolhl

Fake world - He Spectacle - has been
constracted. The Spectacle is a

consbructed reah'l:S !

I wonder if we could contrive.o.o.some
magnificent myth that would in itself
carry conviction to our whole community.
Plato
Republic 3.414

Talking about life today is like talking
about rope in the house of a hanged man.
Raoul Vaneigem

’, . LY
Another diplomat, putting a 4 £
fine gloss on Zia’s record Whet s POSSIL\G
since the coup in 1977, com- |\
mented : “If you take aside 6y come ko meam
I:he fact that there is shr;mnt;al »
aw here, press censorsh®p, de- : b
tention without trial, and a Nk"t e ?Ms'ue
ban on political activity, then . l\ I
the human rights situation is N(t in the S°C!etu

not too bad.”

e of the Spectocle.

MEN OFTEN APPLAUD an imitatior
and hiss the real thina. AESGP

The old te(w\;v\o\oa of revlo(utionorj
"‘[e"‘oﬂ‘j' defined when the technolegy
ot the Clt‘sPual of modern cnf'llto.h'SM
Wos undreambt of , has proved l\epe\«sln
t'nadewuate . Like o Fundomentalist
preacker tru{v\s to come to berms with
spoce travel, we are cought CErying Eo
moke the new conditions Fit the old
ona\3s'us.

To otbempt o description of theve new
conditions Heart kefebvre Susscsted

“The Speebacle“ as on od hoc term —
o term loter defined ond Ma\‘oseo\



b:) Cfu-s Debord (see :
leFt) in The Societ y Our \ife s divided betweew 'work' time
of the Spccbac\e“ and ond ‘free' time. But we sleep on,
Rooul ‘Ione(scm n The
'rol:alitn for ¥ids" and
"“The Revolution of

E\let:\do«3 Life ", wwwmn

bu:’ins Bock 1n our ‘Free' time whot we
pfoducod in our 'work' Eime . Real life
is elsewhere.

; ; Culture as Spectacle covers everything;
Tn this Spectom\a( we are born into it, go to school in it,
$ociet3 we ore offered work and relax and relate to other
» people in it. Even when we rebel against
the imogqe MA'.[Mf" it, the rebellion is often defined by
( s S o e 3
the rea\k\i s o the Spectacle Cavol S fian

dream (or more ()rofmr\us

o~ n'la\\l: mue) come Erue,

Tt does not Soﬂs(:\s—
\t Cannok So.l‘.‘lsc\s . IE

suy Debord as offess onlj the dreom
a small boy.

of satisfackion.

ﬁ'bm tt'me to t;me. \:ke dre«:m tven
includes the llusion of be'mj awalke .




So great was the
demand for last week’s
rip-off fashions that we
have another super offer
for you today, exclusively
designed for Sun readers
at a price you can’t
afford to miss.

People go through huge portions of their
lives without much consciousness of what
is immediately around them. The media
have convinced them that what's around
them is unimportant. And that's why
they're lonely. You see it in their
faces, first the little flicker of
searching, and then they loock at you,
you're just a kind of object. You don't
count, You're not on T.V.

McAllen’s pulice force in-
stalled a video-camera in its
headquarters’ interrogation
room in the early 1970s. The
purpose, ironically, was to
protect officers against
trumped-up brutality charges.

In two-fisted Texas, how-
ever, with its long history of
anti-Mexican oppression, the
camera became a °training
tool ’ that inspired grim com-
petition, Night after night,
officers gathered to watch
playbacks of themselves beat-
ing- up drunks and other
alleged lawbreakers.

Comriunication 2

In one tape, five officers
take turns at attacking an un-
resisting, handcuffed young
man. He is lifted by pants,
belt and hair, then dropped
face-down on the cement.
floor. His arms are wrenched
until he screams. His head is
smashed time after time into
a table top. Amid volleys of
obscenity, he is punched,
slapped and kicked as he lies
pleading for mercy.

The Spectocle malkes spectators of us

all. Even Ehe 'extros' wont to be

spectotors of thewr own ocbions - 45

1€ reo.\'-t\d con onlu be confirmed Bs.....
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..Seewmn & Som el:luins

done erother
than by
doiu\cj it

Two people were arrested: one for re-
sisting an officer of the law, a new of-
fence under section 10 of the 1977 Crim-
inal Law Act; the other for obstruction.
A New Standard photographer
who was held, apparently for obstruc-
tion, was released after other members
of the press had protested to the police
and threatened to put their cameras
down until he was freed—a tactic that
has been adopted recently in France
when press photographers put down
their cameras in protest at police
behaviour.

Such Slobu\ ‘communitiec' as thig —
unit ed ou\& n thed Po.ssive conbemplation

of the Spectacle - are Frovdulent.

Tked ore crowds ef s\‘ru\aefs - olienated

from olmost ed!tatk;ns ond everyene.

f all the events in human
history, the one to attract the
largest audience was not a
great political occasion, nor
a special celebration of some
complex achievement in the arts or
sciences, but a simple ball-game - a
soccer match. On a June day in 1978, it
is claimed that more than 1,000 mil-
lion people tuned in to the World Cup
Final between Argentina and Holland.
This means that something like one-
quarter of the entire world population
stopped whatever they were doing and
focused their attention on a small
patch of grass in South America where
22 brightly clad figures were kicking a
ball about in a frenzy of effort and
concentration.

The very essence of
the spectacle is
that the spectator
should remain
passively receptive
towards the whole
design, however
frenzied he is in
the pursuit of a
particular spec-—
tacular myth or
fashion,

Alexander Cockburn

"rl\enj cheer toaetker. boo to%etker,
cry Cogether — it is Lhe so(«'dor“ba of
(o3 s‘n;t-Scared kuw\avﬁtn.

Rut alienat ton 18 qe od for busiuess.
Alienation mulh'P(fes needs ( because
it can satian none of Ethem )
Which is why we've developed a revolutionary new
concept-One plus One.

One side a complete album - Plus a bonus —
One side a blank tape.

"What's the point of robbery when there's
nothing worth stealing?"

Adam and the Ants




i Recuperation

Cfektms new needs stimulates froiutb;ﬁba.

Balhile Sgectiitek i To survive , the Speckacle must have
i EMpLChoting . Ffod“k'mkl social control. Tk con recuperate o

hos become its cenbtral problem. 4 pokentia\\:j t\\reotenins situaktion bvj

Enormous enerqy 1S now devoted to the | skiFl:iv\s Sround, creating do.'n.‘\'uj

profitoble waste of rescurces —

alternotives — or hj e-v\‘oro.c'ma the

ormaments cddertisina, builk - in | theball] melitia i SR
absslescence , eke, ete.

sell\'na it back to us.

The mcney rejuired to provide adequate food, BIG MONEY FROM
water, education, health and housing for THE BURGLARY BOOM!

75

cveryone in the world has been estimated at
)51 { O;lllon a yearo It 15 & h‘uge sum Of Perfect home-based business. No capital

money....about as much as the world spends A G MasTOGUARD LI Y e
on arns every two weekso

Follow on service back-up
New Internationalist

Peoples

All Ehis conspires ko conceol From S marCh
the people the fact thot the ] for

material preconditions Ffor social

o
liberation o.lrec&% exist. é - Jms

Meke \,oo‘s"

Cash in on wvest Gecurity Market Installing
MASTERGUARD/LITE-SPY, home and car
anti-theft systems.

m:é P
o

éo\\"




G’ettina onarn.?

Here s aour

Enfna -

Lt con olio recueero.(:e 6 demond BU
ea(v'm: »s (nlmul:) whot we asked For

— ad nauseum .

"I remember how shocked I was, the first
time I read one of your big circulation
newspapers.....crime, divorce, anecdotes,
twaddle, anything to keep them distracted,
anything to prevent them from thinkings'

Aldous Huxley

Just connect to the aerial socket of
any colour or black and white domestic TV receiver and to
your Post Office installed jack socket and you are into the
exciting world of PRESTEL. Via simple push button use you
are able to view a staggering 170,000 pages of up to the
minute information on many services and utilities, order
goods from companies, even play games!! All this and
more without ever leaving your armchair!

s

Exposure to this flood of information nay
serve to narcotise rather than to encrgise
the average reader or listener...In this
peculiar respect, mass communications nay

be included among the most resrectable and
efficient of socizl narcotics. They wmay be
so fully effective as ‘o keep the addict
from recognizing his own malady.

Faul F.Llazarsfeld
Robert E. lierton
1948

If we eek bored with oll Ehis
materialism..... ..

A Strlng Box when you find them. Itis

Country House Price made for us, and only for

C us, by hand, out of a solid
£9.95 block of mahogany on the
That endless search for Island of Muck in the Inner
useful and original presents!  Hebrides. Each one is
Here is one that is really turned, then polished, with
unusual. This handsome loving care and attention by
j aball of string  one man devoted to his craft
neans an and proud of his results. It
forelusive  measures approximately 6''
ichalways  tall by 415" wide
s. if and Postage and Packing £1.10

Tea Bag Holder
Country House Price

£9.95 s



.... the Spcctade encourages us to
possess experiences (Carecu“% sl:ruc.l:ured,

oF course )

MONG ITS attractions, the Great

British Alternative Holiday
Catalogue is offering an adventure vacation
in a Nazi-style prison camp established
near Winchester.

Among the features of the holiday
camp are: arrival by cattle-truck late at
night, barbed wire compounds, search-
> lights, watchtowers, up to 50 guards in

‘%b SS uniforms, the stamping of the guests’

90 foreheads with serial numbers, and a week-
2 end of forced labour, dowsing with hoses,
and deprivation of sleep.

th . .
“yoy, immigration to South Africa will

Saturday is Phantasialand
Day! Our tour includes en-
trance to the park, and all
The huge complex near Col- rides arc free!! Only those

wour s\dstem

(J

ogne presents fun, adventure,
and romance to everyone. A
wild west town. a bobsleigh
run, a monorail. a pirates’ gal-
leon and a haunted castle —
all this and much., much more
in a clean and charming
atmosphere.

who have already been to this
German jewel will know what
awaits the visitor here — it can
only be described as an ex-
ceptional  experience, and
should not be confused with
the usual immitations,
whether at home or abroad.

Time simply fliecs by in a
magical way.

5 (&)
9391U2Ape eninur SQ

KELVIN TILFOURD

. @nd mow aou’ve ﬂot all that out of

Then it's back to Cologne
— perhaps for some shopping
in the renowned  Schilder-
gasse, . ; for

-rnoon is yours {
The aftern o or browsing

Y()u
M mg
City won Y I 4
it 2l ; more sightseein

Rajpy,. 88, vigie 10rwg
/4 t k :
narro":v‘}’ /\'Iugeum the lo’:{?[ round the shops.
thejr .. Windin. > SXPlora
0, '.fdnC,C"[ g lape i Fh(‘ and aj o
. Simply iMberey (S With Will disapre.t SMoPping by,
shops TOWse iy I’Z“SOS, fani ;3ppear in the CO'Ourfsi
the with it amps gy
S Parade of sh Ysees
shops

......Bou con aet down Eo Eke reo.l

bus;neSS op lél(ure t;u\e —-—Codgum'ma.

Urbanism
The Sfectmcl& Fille mot on\ua time but

Spoce as well. Tt s our envireumenk .
! Lig ; . —




The control of our envirommient has been
tokew From ws and put b0 the hands of
specialisks — grchitects P‘"“;"ﬂ Committees,

Jeue\opﬂ's, etc. -nle:'r oh\'\eck s bo oraam'se
the environmont into More nulaa&cakle
structures — office” com plexes , factory Eowas,
civic centreg ) Supermarkets | l\vafer..srke ts,
'couml:n\\" parks.

The result is Ehat huge © 0 It's not just

areas of land are now \ fyl:l:; ::‘):se
botally devobed kowork . agor” o
and profit with no regard . your whole

way of life

For the 3euu..'na. needs of

by ANGUS MAUDE . b

the peeflc l\'vima there. '

Telford didn't just happen. 5
It was set up specifically to provide businesses with the ideal
environment for growth.

The Borough has
e:;, carefully nurtured industrial estates where adyance
\“\T s factories are ready for occupation. A skilled
$ workforce with firm roots in hard work awaits you.
@ And a superbcommunications network spreads
branches throughout the UK and abroad.

workbettet Shopping ceng.

SR ; i
One Aasoffomtmeut 18 that the local
pofula.tiov\ seem Lo moake no attempt at

call to look Lke Ethe feoflc m the

archib ect’s draw'mss 3

Shopping in Church Street is pleasant — it must
be one of the country’s showcase stretches of
pedestrianisation and if it were not for the
gratuitous dowdiness of the British shopper
you’d be forgiven for thinking yourself in High
Street, Europe.

DAVID SANDS
‘Shop Property’

The 500 sites are regarded as
having the potential of a Flix-
borough disaster. The chemical
plant at Flixborough on Humber-
side exploded in 1974, killing 28
people. The safety executive wi!l
not publicly identify the sites, it
says, because of security and
because legislation prevents the
giving of commercial information
to third parties.

Ta the mistaken
belief that 1t s
‘their " street or
thewr" town ,Hnea
seem to Ehink
they should have

Privately, some executive offi-
cials acknowledge their fear that,
were the list to be publicised,
residents near the sites would
press for the installations to be
closed down. They are also con-
cerned that there would be a
public demand for other smaller
sites to be regarded as major
hazards—and the executive does
not have enough inspectors to
cope.

Some soy n the

activities of local

iv\o\ustrj.




Qoful tronsit s-sskems ollow bhe workforce
to be drawn From o wider area . Tt also
ollows for centralisation of production,
standardisation nonofo\n ond conbrol.
But no mekter how rapid these Eroasit
53stems ore -me never seewm bo catch up

with oufselves.

"In the Global Village everything seems
to be happening at the other end of town."

Frederic Raphael

A curious effect of the development of rapid
Erancit systems is thot as bhe distance
between communmkbies closes, the distance
between wmdividuals within Ehose communities

wideus .

"I've got friends all over the world.
I don't know anyone down this street -
but I've got friends all over the world."

Tony Hancock
"The Radio Ham"

'rhc P\,\Sgica,l Awision of our enuiranment
serves to reinforce the seporation of

‘human ackivities. Tnduckrial estates,

levsure centreg, sl\oPP'mﬂ precincts —
Sf'edﬁ'c areas ond sfec'uFic times Foc s"eé\Fic
activities. Ouce the Eime and place
oppropriate Eo o particular ackivity hag been
establiched , we can safely be allowed some
say i how Ehat time and space 15 Consumed.
Such “participotion” st gives we o greater

say n the conctruetion of the world of

our own alienation .

The sub - division of spoce s '\)us\: the
Concrete wmanifestation of what has olreodﬁ

L\a"c»ed_ to Eime.

'Tl\e d{v;s'.o“g of Most of Mrs Thatcher's

speech was a defence of her
philosophy that creating wealti
was not merely expedient but
morally good. Work was gooc.
It was not only a recessity, but
a duty and a virtue,

time ond space



5 Another book that provoked
PO remforce the wrath of Mrs Gabler’s

committee had included a sym-

%Q v‘(““ OF h(‘e pathetic discussion of Robin
Robin as the Sheriff of Notting-
ham. They viewed his thieving

Hood. The Texas ladies had
SOCl.Qt“ c(- H\Q
on behalf of the poor as “an

about as much sympathy for
SPQCL'GCJQ A attack on morality.”

Ironlco.l(-‘:s, the first side effect of
Urbanism 1s the d{sinkfsmk;oa of
those values.

A “wargame” was
conducted by the Department
of Health and Social Security
a year ago on the basis of an
interruption to all benefit
payments.

How long would it be, the
game’s central question ran,
before moneyless people
became desperate and ran-
sacked their local shops ?
The answer, which Lord
Soames will no doubt be con-
sidering in his bunker, was
three weeks.
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to be continued......
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