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PART ONE
Once upon a time
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consumed as a whole - the ensemble of
social relationships and structures is
the central product of the commodity
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Capitalism and the state are genuine
social structures, but like most matters
of social structure they have also been
internalised. In that sense, we are the
state, It exists in our minds, and we
produce it in our day-to-day existence.
The banalities of everyday life, the
meaninglessness of most work, our
profound isolation _ r
from others, and
our being treated
( and treating
others) as
objects - these
are not by-
products of
capitalism:
they are key
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Capitalism has made all social relation- Howard J, Ehrlich
ships commodity relationships. The very
structure of our daily lives is based

social control.
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The Spectacle
The Spectacle is not a collection of y
images but a social relation among \

Spectacle in general, as the concrete
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I wonder if we could contrivessssome
magnificent myth that would in itself
carry conviction to our whole community.
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Talking about life today is like talking
about rope in the house of a hanged man.
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